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PREFACE. 


THIS  volume  is  the  result  of  a  careful  collection  and 
verification  of  facts  and  traditions  extending  over 
a  period  of  more  than  forty-6ve  years.  It  embraces  the 
history  of  a  New  England  town  to  the  close  of  the 
Revolution — to  a  time  when  old  customs  and  systems 
were  disappearing  and  new  forces  in  political,  ecclesi- 
astical, educational,  and  social  affairs  were  springing  into 
life.  It  is  the  story  of  an  elder  day  and  of  a  life  in 
which  much  appears  that  is  strange  to  a  later  age.  If 
we  read  it  aright  we  shall  better  understand  our  in- 
debtedness to  those  generations  whose  labors  and  trials 
made  possible  the  freedom  and  prosjKrity  of  the  present; 
and  we  shall  avoid  that  effusive  worship  of  the  fathers 
which  is  a  fashion  rather  than  the  result  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  true  character  of  the  post  in  its  weaknesses  and 
strength. 

Materials  for  a  history  of  the  town  during  the  suc- 
ceeding period  of  transition  and  growth  have  been 
brought  together  and  are  abundant  for  the  preparation 
of  a  companion  volume,  which,  with  a  genealogical  ac- 
count of  the  old  families  of  Maiden,  the  present  writer 
has  in  contemplation.  In  the  meantime  a  r^ard  to  the 
uncertainties  of  life  and  a  desire  to  place  beyond  the 
possibility  of  loss  that  which  has  been  gathered  of 
the  earlier  history  have  prompted  the  issue  of  the 
present  volume. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  the  Massachusetts  Histor- 
ical Society  and  to  the  New  England  Historic  Genea- 
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logical  Society  for  the  use  of  manuscnpt  matter  of  much 
interest,  particularly  of  material  relating  to  the  Wiggles- 
worths. 

Collections  of  papers  made  by  the  late  James  D. 
Green  of  Cambridge  and  the  late  Artemas  Barrett  of 

Melrose,  the  former  of  which  is  now  in  the  library  of 
the  Nc\v  Lngland  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  have 
added  mucli  to  my  knowledge  of  important  affairs, 
vvhicii  would  otherwise  have  been  imperfect. 

My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Albion  li.  Bicknell, 
Frank  A.  Bicknell,  and  Henry  I..  Moody  for  the  pen- 
and-ink  sketches  of  old  houses  and  bits  of  scenery  which 
are  here  reproduced. 

I  have  indicated  authorities  with  care,  a  practice  the 
absence  of  which  in  most  local,  and  many  general,  his- 
tories is  to  be  deplored.  Where  the  sources  of  infor- 
mation are  obvious,  as  in  extracts  from  the  town  and 
parish  or  church  records,  references  have  not  been 
given. 

The  difference  between  Old  Style  and  New  Style  is 
so  generally  understood  that  an  explanation  here  is 
needless.   The  chronology  followed  is  always  that  of 

the  records,  which  is  Old  Style  to  September  13,  1752, 

inclusive. 

It  may  be  understood  from  a  statement  made  on 
page  80  that  a  settlement  on  Mystic  Side  before  the 
close  of  1 6. JO  is  conjectural.  That  is  not  correct,  as 
John  Greenland  had  "halfe  built  his  house  "  during 
that  year,  and  others  appear  with  him.  The  statement 
should  be  made  to  apply  before  the  beginning  of  the 
year  and  not  before  its  close. 

D.  P.  C. 

October^  1898. 
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CHAPTER  1. 


OLD  MALDON. 


N  the  eastern  coast  of  Enj^laiul,  where  the  rivers  Chelmer 


V-/  and  Blackwater  unite,  a  narrow  inlet  of- the  German  Sea 
enters  the  land.  In  the  early  British  days,  along  its  shores  was 
the  land  of  the  Trinobantes,  now  the  modern  county  of  Ivssex ; 
and  upon  a  pleasant  sloping;  accli\  ity  on  its  southern  bank  a 
British  chief,  called  by  the  courtesy  of  history  a  king,  had  fixed 
his  seat.  The  unfamiliar  name  of  Cynobelin,  son  of  Tenuan- 
tius.  is  only  one  in  a  roll  of  barbarian  kings;  but  the  life-giving 
touch  of  Shakspere  has  brightened  it  with  eternal  youth  as 
Cymbeline,  the  father  of  Imogen. 

The  tide  of  the  invasion  of  Julius  C.x'sar  had  left  in  its  reflux, 
as  drift  upon  the  shore,  many  remains  of  the  arts  and  manners 
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of  Latin  civilization;  and  the  use  of  coined  money  and  the 
worship  of  the  god  Camulus  —  the  Italian  Mars  —  attested  the 
enlightenment  and  progress  of  the  British  king.  From  this 
god  the  royal  city  of  the  Trinobantes  took,  in  a  Roman  form, 
the  name  of  Camalodunum  —  the  hill  of  Camulus  —  which  was 
modified  in  the  British  tongue  to  that  of  Camelot.  How  the 
blossoms  and  fragrance  of  poetry  and  romance  gather  around 
that  name  !  All  the  tenderness,  and  braver>',  and  glory  of  the 
old  Arthurian  legends  cling  to  it ;  for  here,  w-ith  all  the  state  of 
one  whose  existence  was  half  unreal  and  all  romantic,  Kinir 
Arthur,  in  the  unfixed  and  shadowy  time  of  his  realm,  held  his 
mystic  court.  The  picture  that  we  all  know  in  our  hearts  so 
well,  and  which  is  all  English,  is  as  real  to-day,  though  the 
many  towers  have  passed  away,  as  when  Lancelot  loved  and 
Guinevere  was  fair. 

On  cither  side  the  river  lie 
Long  fields  of  barley  and  of  rye, 
That  clothe  the  wold  and  meet  the  sky ; 
And  through  the  field  the  road  runs  by 

To  many-towered  Camelot ; 
And  up  and  down  the  people  go. 
Gazing  where  the  lilies  blow 
Round  an  island  there  below, 

The  island  of  Shalott.^ 

When  Cymbeline  had  passed  away,  the  Emperor  Claudius  in 
completing  the  reduction  of  Britain,  which  his  generals  had 
nearly  achieved,  placed  a  strong  colony  of  his  veterans  in 
Camelot;  and  thenceforth  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the 
island,  dominated  by  the  garrison  of  Camalodunum,  became 
a  province  of  the  Roman  empire.^ 

Less  than  ten  years  of  prosperity,  of  fancied  security,  and  of 
cruel  tyranny  over  the  Britons  did  the  first  and  chief  colony  of 
Rome  enjoy ;  for  in  the  year  A.D.  62, 

The  image  of  the  Goddess  of  Victory'  at  Camalodunum,  without  any 
rifiblc  cause,  dropped  dowm,  and  in  the  fall  turned  downward,  as  if  it 
yielded  lo  the  enemy.  Several  women  in  ecstasies  of  frenz)'  foretold 
impending  ruin.  Strange  noises  were  heard  in  the  court ;  and  a  wild 
bawling  in  the  theatre,  and  a  strange  apparition  in  the  arm  of  the  sea, 

*  Teiui]r>oOi         «f  Skahjtt.  *  Tacitus,  AnnaU,  xii.  (32). 
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plainly  signified  the  subversion  of  that  colony.  Moreover  the  sea 
looked  bloody  \  and  in  the  ebb  dead  men's  bodies  were  left  upon  the 
shore.* 

These  signs  were  the  precursors  of  evil ;  and  in  a  short  time 
alter,  the  Britons  under  Boadicea,  queen  of  the  Iceni,  who 
bad  in  her  own  person  endured  the  insults  and  cruelty  of  the 
Romans,  fell  upon  the  colony  and  routed  with  a  great  slaughter 
the  ninth  legion,  which  had  come  to  its  assistance.  The  town 
was  destroyed  and  seventy  thousand  Romans  and  allies  were 
killed  in  the  general  insurrection  which  followed.* 

Although  the  place  was  rebuilt,  its  consequence  was  lost;  and 
for  a  period  of  more  than  eight  hundred  years  its  name  cannot 
be  found.  We  only  know  that,  passing  from  Camelot  through 
its  Roman  form  of  Camalodunum,  it  came  to  be  called,  in  the 
tongue  of  the  Saxons,  Maeldune,  from  a  cross,  say  some,  which 
stood  upon  the  hill  —  MaeU  a  cross,  and  dunie^  a  hill.  Some 
writers,  however,  see  in  the  new  name  only  a  Saxon  shortening 
of  the  Latin  word ;  as  Camden,  that  rare  old  antiquaty  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  who,  taking  away  the  first  and  last  sylla- 
bles of  CamaloduHumt  found  Mahdun — Maeldune,  Maldon, 
like  the  statue  in  the  rough  rock,  waiting  to  spring  into 
existence. 

Near  by,  on  the  banks  of  the  Blackwater,  formerly  the  Panta 
and  afterwards  the  Froshwell,  stood  the  Saxon  town  of  Ithan- 
cester,  where  in  653  Saint  Ceada  baptized  the  pagans  of  Essex 
into  the  religion  of  Christ*  Not  more. completely  than  the  town 
itself  have  saint  and  converts  passed  away.-  So  utterly  has 
it  disappeared  that  an  old  writer  supposed  it  to  have  been 
"swallowed  up  in  the  river  Pant"* 

Hitherto  all  is  vague  and  uncertain  that  relates  to  the  Maldon 
which  now  began  to  emerge  from  the  obscurity  of  remote  time. 
Even  its  existence  as  a  British  and  Roman  town  has  been 
denied;  and  to  a  rival  colony,  the  modem  Colchester,  its 
honors  have  been  transferred.  However,  good  and  true  men, 
both  of  the  elder  and  later  generations  of  antiquaries,  hold  fast 


'  Tadta»,  Aunaltt  siv.  (3a). 
*  Ibid. 


'  Ralph  Niger,  quoted  in  Camdep, 
Britannia  ( 1695),  344. 
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to  the  Camclot  of  the  Britons  and  the  Roman  Camalodunum  as 
the  predecessors  of  the  Saxon  Maeldune  and  the  Maldon  of 
to-day.  Henceforward,  both  among  Saxons  and  Normans,  it 
becomes  a  material  thing;  and,  though  romance  and  poetry 
may  still  cling  to  it,  no  veil  of  doubt  can  be  thrown  over  its 
cntit}'. 

The  first  fact  in  the  established  history  of  iMaldon  is  that 
Edward  the  Elder,  while  in  the  field  against  the  Danes,  who 
had  subdued  and  occupied  East  Anglia  and  the  surrounding 
districts,  encamped  there  in  913,  "  whilst  the  fortress  at 
Witham  was  wrought  and  built,  and  a  good  part  of  the  people 
who  were  before  under  the  dominion  of  the  Danishmen  submitted 
to  him*"  '  Four  years  later  he  rebuilt  the  town,  and,  raising  a 
castle,  furnished  it  with  a  garrison  of  soldiers.^  In  918  the 
Danes  besieged  it,  and  Edward  came  again  "  and  drove  them 
from  before  that  town,  and  slew  many  thousands  of  them  as 
they  fled/'* 

Once  more  did  the  spirit  of  poetry  invest  with  its  beauty  the 
shores  of  Maldon ;  and  the  death  of  a  Saxon  hero  gave  birth  to 
a  contemporary  poem  which,  imperfect  and  mutilated  as  it  has 
come  to  us,  is  one  of  the  pearls  of  Old  English  poetry.  In  this 
old  song  of  Byrlanolks  Death  the  story  of  the  battle  of  Maldon 
and  the  defeat  of  the  Saxons  is  told  with  great  dramatic  force 
and  deep  earnestness. 

Under  the  brothers  Justin  and  Guthmund  die  Northmen  in 
991  made  another  victorious  descent  upon  the  shores  of  East 
Anglia.  This  band,  which  appears  to  have  been  composed  of 
followers  of  the  celebrated  Christian  sea-king  Olaf  Tryggvesson 
of  Norway,  who  seems  to  have  accompanied  them,  attacked 
and  destroyed  Gipeswtc  (Ipswich)  and  overran  the  coast  of 
Essex  to  Maldon.  Here  their  ships  lay  in  the  river  and  their 
troops  were  gathered  together  on  the  promontory  between  the 
Blackwater  and  the  Chelmer.  Opposed  to  them  upon  the 
northern  shore  was  the  Earldorman  Byrhtnoth  with  his  East 
Saxons ;  and  a  bridge  which  crossed  the  river  between  them, 

«  Tlu  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle,  in  loco.        *  Matthew  of  Westminster,  Flmoeri 
T  Rog^r  of  Wendover, Ftanen  tfHis-  rfHittary  (Bohn),  L  464. 
toiy  (Bohn),  L  242. 
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the  mcdia-'val  successor  of  u  liich  still  remains,  was  defended  b)' 
three  Saxon  champions,  whose  feat  recalls  the  story  of  the 
Roinau  llurulius  and  his  companions.  '*  We  will  give  you  for 
tribute,"  shouted  the  old  Earldorman,  "  our  weapons  for  gifts, 
the  poisoned  points  of  our  spears,  our  old  swords,  and  the 
weight  of  our  descending  arms."  He  Liared  the  vikinj^s  to 
meet  the  Saxons  hand  to  hand,  and  gave  them  space  u[)on  the 
shore  that  they  might  cross  the  river  and  form  without  opposi- 
tion. In  the  battle  which  followed,  the  Saxons  were  defeated 
with  a  c^rcat  slau£^hter.  As  the  old  hero  lay  dying,  surrounded 
by  his  hearth-company,  who  fought  around  him  as  the  Greeks 
over  tlie  body  of  Patroklos,  he  prayed:  "Thanks,  Thou  Ruler 
of  Men,  for  the  joys  of  the  world  and  my  life.  Now  need  I, 
Maker  of  All,  that  Thou  makest  my  spirit  to  pass  to  Tliee,  into 
Thy  kingdom,  O  Kin^  of  Souls."  S<iid  his  old  companion, 
Byrhtwold,  as  he  fought  above  him :  "  My  days  have  been 
many.  By  my  Earl,  the  lo\-cd  warrior,  will  I  Ia\'  me  down  and 
go  away  no  more."^  Under  the  great  tower  of  l",ly,  England's 
most  stately  cathedral,  the  headless  body  of  Byrhtnoth  rested 
nearly  eight  hundred  years ;  and  the  loving  hand  of  his  wife 
iEthelfla^d  wrought  the  story  of  his  death  on  a  tapestry  which 
rivalled  the  famous  work  of  Queen  Matilda  at  Bayeux. 

In  vain  was  the  death  of  Byrhtnoth,  and  in  vain  did  others 
like  him  stand  against  the  arms  of  the  Northmen.  Retreating  to 
their  ships  when  hard  pressed,  the  invaders  quickly  transferred 
themselves  to  unprotected  points  and  soon  overcame  the  eastern 
coasts.  yEthelred  the  Unready  sat  in  the  seat  of  /Elfred  and 
Edward ;  and  a  heavy  tribute,  paid  by  the  advice  of  Sigeric, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  stayed  for  a  while  the  course  of  the 
victorious  vikings,  and  encouraged  them  to  greater  ravages  a 
year  or  two  later.  From  this  unfortunate  tribute  sprang  the 
Dane-geld,  or  Dane^money,  a  burdensome  tax  which  oppressed 
the  nation  many  years  until  it  was  finally  abolished  by  Stephen 
in  1136,  long  after  the  Danes  had  retired  or  been  absorbed  into 

*  Cf.  T«n  Brink,  Earty  Englisk  IM'  Scutfniea,  131;  and  a  modem  English 

fr,:>-irr.()'\-j/h   The  ori^'inil  Old-English  translritinn  i-  piven  In  Cnnybeare, 

text  of  the  fragment  which  sarvives  u  tratiom  of  Au^io-Haxon  FoetryfXC 
piriQted  in  Thorpe,  Antduta  Ai^a- 
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the  Ivnglish  people.    Near  Maldon,  on  its  western  side,  are 

traces  of  a  foi  titication  or  camp  which  has  been  considered  as 
Roman,  Saxon,  or  Danisli,  as  autlioritios  differed.  It  covered 
about  tweiity-twu  acres.  In  the  middle  of  tlic  last  century 
three  sides  were  still  viable  ;  Lui  already  it  had  begun  to  be 
defaced.*'*  The  traces  which  still  exist  are  growing  less  distinct 
and  will  final!}'  be  obliterated. 

After  so  many  varied  seasons  of  peace  and  war  under  the 
conflicting  rule  of  the  four  nations  which  successively  occupied 
it,  Maldon  found  a  long  period  of  repose;  and  its  people  built 
churches  and  abbeys,  founded  a  public  library  and  schools, 
lived  by  trade  and  the  fisheries,  which  extended  twenty  miles 
along  the  coa^t,  and  in  their  prosperity  enjoyed  their  famous 
Wallflcct  oysters,  which  were  found  in  profusion  in  the  waters 
of  their  bay. 

Before  the  Norman  Conquest  the  Saxon  In^i^elric,  the  father 
of  William  the  Conqueror's  beautiful  In;:^clrica  de  Peverell, 
founded  Saint  Mary'<;  Church,  now  known  from  its  situation  as 
the  Lower  Church.  The  building  of  the  Saxons  has  dis- 
appeared, but  much  remains  of  that  of  the  Ncumans  in  the 
heavy  buttresses  and  the  chancel  arch,  which  still  keep  their 
places  amid  later  work.  The  massive  Norman  tower  fell  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  It  was  rebuilt  of  red  brick  at  a  time  when 
from  the  neighborhood  was  taking  place  that  removal  which 
carried  the  name  of  Maldon  into  the  wilderness  of  New  Eng- 
land. An  hexagonal  lantern  which  remains  upon  the  tower  was 
for  many  years  a  beacon  for  sailors.  The  church  itself  was 
restored  in  1886  at  a  cost  of  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Of 
several  ancient  brasses  and  slabs  which  formerly  existed  in  this 
church,  but  one,  that  of  John  Fcnnc,  i486,  now  remains. 

In  1056 — ten  years  before  the  coming  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, at  which  time  Maldon  contained  "  one  hundred  and 
eighty  houses,  held  by  the  Burgesses,  and  eighteen  mansions 
laid  waste,"  — was  built  the  church  of  All  Saints,  with  its 
chancel,  nave,  and  aisles,  and  a  curious  triangular  tower.  It 

**  Morant,  History  of  Essex  (1768),  »  Dtmesday,  cited  by  Camden.  Bri' 

tannia  (1695).  349. 
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was  carefully  restored  in  1867,  and  some  recent  additions  have 
been  made'-  I  iuic  and  the  deeds  of  men  have  fallen  heavily 
upon  this  church,  which  still  shows  man)'  traces  of  its  former 
beauty.  It  is  said  that  a  "lamentable  destruction  of  monuments 
has  taken  place  in  this  once  magnificent  church,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century."  Numerous  ancient 
brasses  have  entirely  disappeared  ;  and  of  all  the  costly  monu- 
ments which  filled  the  spacious  D'Arcy  chapel  but  one  remains. 

In  All  Saints  might  formerlx- be  read  this  inscription:  "Here- 
under lieth  the  Body  of  John  Pratt,  late  one  of  the  Aldermen  of 
this  IkirouL^h  Town  of  Maldon.  Ob.  30  July,  1619."'"  This  has 
a  familiar  sound;  and  not  only  in  name,  but  by  the  closer  tie  of 
relationship  may  this  John  Pratt  of  Essex  have  been  connected 
with  the  Maldon  in  Massachusetts  Bay;  for  Richard  Pratt,  who 
became  an  early  settler  at  Mystic  Side,  was,  it  is  said,  the 
youngest  son  of  John  Pratt  of  Maldon,  jvhere  he  was  baptized, 
June  29,  161 5." 

Besides  the  churches  named  there  was  another  — that  of 
Saint  Peter's*  an  ancient  house,  of  which  the  tower  alone 


Edward  Uright,  a  shojtkcupcr,  was 
bqiied  in  this  church  in  1750.  His  case 
was  so  remarkable  that  it  iiraa  thought 
to  deser^'e  a  place  in  the  Philosophical 
TransaettMS,  xlvii.  iSS ;  and  a  print  was 
taken  of  bim  which  may  sometimes  be 
found  in  the  collections  of  antiquaries. 
"  The  body  was  drawn  to  the  chtirch  in 
a  carriage  upon  iollers»  and  kKrered 
into  the  vault  hf  mcans  of  a  triangle 
and  pulleys. 

**  He  was  a  man  so  extremely  fat,  and 
of  such  an  uncommon  bulk  and  weight, 
that  there  are  very  few,  if  any,  such  in- 
stances to  be  found  in  any  coantry  or 
upon  record  \:\  books,  At  the  age 
of  13  yeni  -  ,111(1  a  half  he  weighed  to 
Stones  and  4  pounds  horseman's  weight, 
i.  e.  144  pounds.  He  increased  in  bulk 
stA  he  grew  up,  so  that  in  seven  years 
more  be  weighed  33C  pounds.  He  went 
on  increasing,  and  probably  in  pretty- 
near  the  same  proportion :  For  the  last 
time  he  was  weighed,  which  was  about 
thirteen  months  before  hedycd,hti  neat 
weight  was  41  stones  and  ten  pounds, 
or  584  pounds.   At  the  time  of  his  death 


as  he  was  manifestly  grown  bigger  since  • 
the  last  weighing,  if  we  take  the  same 
proportion  by  wlUch  he  bad  increased 
for  many  years  upon  an  average,  \'m.  of 
about  3  stones  a  year,  and  only  allow 
four  pounds  addition  for  last  year,  on 
account  of  his  moving  about  but  very 
little,  this  will  bring  him  to  44  stones 
or  616  pounds  neat  weight.  —  As  to  bis 
measure  he  was  5  feet  9  inches  and  a 
half  high.  His  body  round  the  chest 
just  under  tbe  arms  measured  5  feet 
6  inches,  and  round  the  belly  6  feet  1 1 
inches.  His  arm  in  the  middle  of  it 
was  2  feet  2  inches  about,  and  his  leg 
2  feet  8  inches.  After  his  death  seven 
men  were  buttoned  in  his  westcoat  with< 
out  breaking  a  stitch  or  straining  a 
button.  He  dyed  10  November  1750^ 
aged  29."   Morant,  HiUvry  0/  Esstx,  I. 

"  Salmon,  History  of  Essfx,  424. 
Savage,  Genealogical  DtttiottOfyj 
\\\.  475:  Wyman.  Gcncaloi^cs  and  Et- 
tales  of  Charlestoum,  770.  The  authority 
for  this  statement  has  as  yet  escaped 
my  search. 
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remains.  The  building  itself,  being  in  a  ruinous  condition,  was 
demolished  many  years  ago.  The  parish  once  connected  with 
it  still  exists,  being  joined  with  that  of  All  Saints. 

Near  the  town  stood  the  Abbey  of  fielcigh,  a  foundation  of 
the  monks  of  the  Premonstratensian  Order.  Of  the  house  built 
by  Robert  Mantell  in  i  i8o  no  traces  remain ;  but  a  few  rooms 
of  a  later  house  still  exist  in  a  picturesque  cluster  of  medisval 
buildings  which  stands  upon  the  bank  of  the  Chelmer,  the  only 
monument  of  its  monks,  who  were  suppressed,  and  whose  lands 
were  taken  away  at  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  in  the 
sixteenth  century.  A  portion  of  these  remains  is  supposed  to 
date  from  the  first  quarter  of  the  thirteenth  century. 

South-west  of  the  town  was  the  Hospital  of  Saint  Giles,  a 
royal  foundation  for  lepers  of  an  ancient  and  obscure  date. 
The  materials  of  its  building  show  traces  of  a  Roman  origin. 
In  the  last  century,  in*  common  with  many  monuments  of  the 
olden  time,  it  descended  to  base  uses  and  became  a  barn,  for 
the  purposes  of  which  it  was  still  used  in  1894,  although  it  had 
become  somewhat  dilapidated.  There  was  also  in  Maldon  a 
•Priory  of  Carmelite  Friars,  dating  from  1292.  The  building 
has  disappeared  as  utterly  as  its  inmates ;  but  the  garden  wall 
remained  a  few  years  ago  —  perhaps  remains  to-day.  Of  this 
convent  the  learned  Thomas  Maldon,  a  native  of  this  town,  who 
had  been  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Cambridge,  was  prior  at  the 
time  of  liis  death  in  1404. 

On  the  site  of  the  fallen  nave  of  Saint  Peter's,  Dr.  Thomas 
Plume,  a  native  of  Maldon  and  a  learned  man,  bmli  a  brick 
building  just  before  his  death  in  1704,  wliich  he  [>resentcd  to 
the  town  for  the  purposes  of  a  free  grammar  school.  In  this 
building,  from  which  the  school  has  been  removed  within  a  few 
years,  is  preserved  his  librar\-,  which  he  gave  to  the  town  at  his 
death,  with  a  fund  for  its  support  and  enlargement. 

Writing  in  the  opening  years  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
Camden,  the  father  of  antiquaries,  says  of  Maldon:  — 

At  present,  for  largeness  and  store  of  inhabitants,  it  is  justly  reckoned 
among  the  chief  towns  of  this  county,  and  is  called  by  the  lawyers  the 
Borough  of  Maldon.    It  is  a  pretty  convenient  station,  and  for  its 
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bigness  populous  enough;  being  one  long  stxeet»  reaching  for  a  mile 
together.^ 

It  appears  that  the  abbey  was  already  in  ruins,  and  Saint 
Peter's  had  disappeared  by  the  middle  of  that  century ;  for  Dr. 
Holland,  who  visited  Maldon  about  that  time,  and  who  sccnis 

to  lia\  c  taken  a  peevish  dislike  to  the  place,  wrote  as  follows  : 

I'pon  the  riiige  (if  an  hill  answerable  to  tlie  termination  of  Dununi, 
which  siginficU  an  hilly  and  high  siiuaiion,  wherein  1  saw  nothing 
memofable,  unless  I  should  mention  two  silly  Churches,  a  desolate 
place  of  VVhite-Friers,  and  a  small  pile  of  Brick,  built  not  long  since  by 
It  Darcy,  which  name  hath  been  respective  hereabout** 

In  its  present  aspect,  Maldon  retains  many  of  the  features 
which  were  familiar  to  that  little  band  of  pilgrims  who,  about 
the  first  of  April,  1638,  sailed  down  the  river  in  an  "  Ipswich 
Hye."  ^  Its  single  main  street,  running  about  a  mile  east  and 
west,  and  now  intersected  by  several  cross  streets,  its  venerable 
churches  and  halls,  the  ebbing  and  flowing  river*  washing  its 
ancient  wharves,  the  g^een  fields  around,  and  all  those  kindly 
influences  which  have  made  Ksscx  the  garden  of  Enj^land,  were 
often  remembered  by  wistful  hearts  in  New  England. 

Formerly  the  iiouses  in  Maldon  were  gcncrall\-  ancient ;  but 
in  the  earh'  part  of  this  centiir)-  .1  considerable  chanj^e  in  the 
appearance  of  the  town  was  etifected  by  tiie  erection  of  many 
modern  buildings;  and  the  more  recent  growth  of  the  place  has 
tended  still  farther  to  destroy  or  hide  the  Maldon  of  the  seven- 
teenth century. 

Besides  the  established  churches  already  named,  there  are 
several  places  of  worship  belonijin<^  to  Dissenters.  The  Maldon 
Con^^rei^ationa!  Church  was  founded  in  1688,  and  had  in  1.S94  a 
house  with  sittings  for  nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  Beside 
this,  there  are  chapels  of  Baptists,  Brethren,  Primitive  Method- 
ists. Weslcyan  Methodists,  and  Catholics,  a  Society  of  Friends, 
and  a  meeting  of  Christadelphians. 

^  Camden,  BrUatmiti  (ed.  1695),  349^  Ipsw<^  Hye."    DepotitioH  of  Joseph 

"  Holland  in  arlditioin  tO  Camden,  Hills,  I.cchford,  A'/    /.'  v',  91.    A  hoy 

Britannia  (1695),  349.  is  a  small  sloop-rigged  vessel  used  for 

17  "Tianspomdfrom  Maiden  in  the  carrying  passengers  and  goods  alo^g 

Connty  of  Easex  to  London  in  an  the  searcoaat. 
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Quite  a  growth  in  the  population  and  trade  of  Maldon  has 
taken  place  within  the  centuiy,  at  the  beginning  of  which 
the  three  parishes  comprising  the  borough  contained  twenty- 
four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  persons.  In  1881  the  popula- 
tion had  increased  to  fifty-four  hundred  and  sixty-eight;  but  it 
has  since  shown  a  slight  redaction  to  fifty-three  hundred  and 
eighty-three  in  1894.  The  trade  of  Maldon  is  principally  con- 
nected with  its  manufactures  of  crystallized  salt,  iron,  bricks, 
and  beer.  There  is  a  custom-house,  and  shipping  is  carried  on 
to  some  extent.  Eleven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  vessels,  of 
sixty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  tons,  entered 
the  port  in  1872. 

Not  far  from  All  Saints  is  the  ancient  D'Arcy  Tower,  which 
was  given  to  the  town,  in  1440,  by  Sir  Robert  D'Arcy  for  a 
Moot  or  Town  Hall.  Here  has  been  the  centre  of  the  political 
life  of  the  borough  for  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  years; 
and  upon  the  walls  of  the  Council  Chamber  hang  the  fourteen 
charters  which  remain  to  attest  to  the  independence  of  the 
Borough  of  Maldon,  the  oldest  of  which  —  an  Inspeximus  — 
bears  the  date  of  1290.  The  older  charter  of  Henry  the 
Socontl  has  disajipeared,  although  it  was  in  the  chest  of  the 
corporation  in  18 16. 

Maldon  was  a  boroui^li  at  the  time  of  tlie  Conquest  and  its 
corporate  existence  must  have  begun  under  Saxon  rule;  but 
it  received  its  first  recorded  charter  from  Henry  the  Second, 
I  f  54-89.  This  charter  was  obtained  hy  the  petition  of  W'ilham 
de  Mandeville,  Earl  of  Essex,  who  owned  lands  at  Maldon;  and 
it  confirmed,  if  it  did  not  create,  a  free  borough,  free  from  all 
service  except  that  uf  finding  one  ship  for  the  royal  use,  when 
ncct  ssary,  for  the  space  of  forty  days.  The  burpjesses  were 
empowered  to  hold  "  for  ever  free  and  c}uiet  with  s  ic  and  soc, 
tol  and  team,  nam  and  infani^thef.  i^raff,  hamsoc  and  blowyte, 
fythwyte  and  -^rethbreL,',  ordcll  and  orcstall  and  flemcnestret,  .  .  . 
by  the  service  uf  free  buri^ac^e  ;  "  and  they  were  granted  to  "  be 
quit  of  murder,  of  danegelt,  of  carria^^c,  of  summage,  of  scutage, 
of  tallage,  of '^tal!a;:^e,  of  lastaije  and  of  all  toll." 

Queen  Mary,  of  bloody  memory,  gave  a  second  charter  in 
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1553,  which  was  forfeited  in  1768;  and  the  borough  remained 
in  abeyance  until  18 10,  when  the  present  charter  was  granted. 
The  corporation  now  consists  of  a  mayor,  deputy  mayor,  four 
aldermen,  and  twelve  councillors.  The  deputy  mayor  is  a 
councillor. 

The  ancient  and  somewhat  singular  custom  of  Borough  Eng- 
lish, by  which  the  youngest  son  —  instead  of  the  eldest  as  in 
other  parts  of  England  —  inherits  lands  held  in  socage  and 
other  burghal  rights  at  the  death  of  the  father,  prevails  here. 
Socage,  or  the  holding  of  lands  by  certain  and  determinate 
service,  was  originally  peculiar  to  the  Anglo-Danish  districts, 
but  became  the  tenure  by  which  realty  is  generally  held  in 
England. 

Besides  its  municipal  capacity  as  a  borough,  Maldon,  with  an 
additional  area  and  an  increased  population  from  its  immediate 


vicinity,  is  a  parliamentary  borough,  having  from  1329  to  1867 
returned  two  members  to  Parliament.  In  the  latter  year  the 
representation  was  reduced  to  one;  and  in  1884,  the  borough, 
by  a  readjustment,  was  included  for  parliamentary  purposes  in 
the  Eastern  or  Maldon  Division  of  Essex.  Formerly,  the  elec- 
tions in  this  borough  were  hotly  contested.  That  of  1826,  it 
is  said,  lasted  fifteen  days,  and  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  were  expended  by  the  opposing  parties.  My 
authority  says:  '*  In  later  days  the  elections  have  been  shorter, 
often  sharper,  and  hardly  less  expensive." 

The  ancient  shield  of  the  borough  —  azure,  three  lions  pas- 

Fitch,    Maldon    and   the    River   am  indebted  for  several  interesting 
Btaehwater,  17.     To  this  authority  I  particulars. 
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sant  regaardant,  or  —  appears  upoa  the  town  and  city  seals  of 
the  Massachusetts  Maiden. 

Out  of  this  ancient  Matdon  came  in  1638  Joseph  Hilb,  a 
wooUen-draper,  and  with  him,  or  a  little  later,  John  Wa3^e, 
who  married  his  daughter  Mary.  In  the  same  year  and  in  the 
same  month  of  April  came  Thomas  Ruck,  going  like  Hills  to 
London  from  Maldon  in  "  an  Ipswich  Hye/*  but  sailing  to  New 
England,  where  he  arrived  in  July,  in  a  different  ship,  —  the 
"Castle."  These  men  became  early  holders  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Waj^'s  Mount  on  Mystic  Side,  and  Richard  Pratt 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  South  River.  It  is  probable  that 
they  brought  to  New  England  the  later  name  of  the  Camelot  of 
the  Britons.  The  misuse  of  many  years,  by  substituting  Maiden 
for  Maldon,  has  permanently  fixed  the  incorrect  form  of  the 
name  which  we  now  use. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

DISCOVERERS  AND  INDIANS. 

ON  June  24,  1497,  John  and  Sebastian  Cabot,  Venetian 
adventurers  holding  a  patent  from  Heniy  the  Seventh  of 
England,  dbcovered  the  continent  of  America ;  and  during  the 
succeeding  year  the  latter  sailed  along  its  shores  from  Labrador  ' 
to  Virginia.  On  this  early  discovery,  the  English  government,  1 
in  a  vague  way,  founded  its  claim  to  the  North  American  coast 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  icy  cliflTs  of  the  northern  sea, — 
although  nearly  a  centuiy  elapsed  before  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert 
asserted,  at  Newfoundland,  its  authority  over  a  motley  gathering 
of  fishermen  and  adventurers  of  all  nations.  In  the  meanwhile,  < 
the  French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  had  explored,  fished,  and 
traded  along  the  coast  at  many  points,  and  the  former  had  made 
actual  settlements.  After  the  early  death  of  Gilbert,  his  half- 
brother.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  sought  and  obtained  a  patent  from 
Elizabeth  and  established  an  unfortunate  and  shortlived  colony 
upon  the  island  of  Roanoke. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  fishing  station  at  Newfoundland,  which  had  now  con- 
tinued more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century,  "  not  a  single 
European  family  "  existed  north  of  the  Spanish  settlements  in 
Mexico;  ^  and  a  recent  writer  remarks  that  '*  Colonization  had 
been  virtually  abandoned  in  despair."  A  brief  attempt  at  settle- 
ment, which  deserved  success,  was  soon  after  made  at  Cutty- 
hunk,  the  westernmost  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  by  Bartholomew 
Gosnold,  with  the  approval  of  Ralegh  and  under  the  patronage 
of  Shakspere's  friend,  the  Earl  of  Southampton;  and  though  it 
early  proved  a  failure,  it  doubtless  had  a  strong  influence  in 
the  formation  of  the  London  and  Plymouth  Companies,  to 
whom  was  granted,  in  1606,  the  country  between  the  thirty- 
fourth  and  forty-fifth  degrees  of  north  latitude.  To  the  latter 
was  allotted  the  northern  portion  of  this  territory  from  the 
forty-first  to  the  forty-fifth  degrees,  covering  the  coasts  of  New 
England  and  Nova  Scotia,  with  a  right  in  common  with  its  sister 
company  extending  to  the  southern  line  of  Maryland.  While 
the  southern  company  met  with  some  success  upon  the  banks 
of  the  James  River,  the  operations  of  the  Plymouth  Company 
produced  no  result  of  importance.  A  feeble  colony  on  the 
Kennebec  merits  little  notice  either  from  the  character  of  its 
members  or  the  work  which  they  accomplished;  but  its  failure 
retarded  English  colonization  for  more  than  twelve  years. 
Meanwhile,  the  French  made  fresh  settlements  upon  the  coast 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  Maine  and  took  formal  possession  of  the 
country,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Acadie,  from  the 
fortieth  to  the  forty-sixth  degrees  of  latitude;  and  the  Dutch 
founded  the  dynasty  of  the  Knickerbockers  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Hudson.  These  rival  settlements  were  hindrances  and  annoy- 
ances to  the  English  for  many  years ;  and  those  of  the  French 
were  sources  of  almost  ceaseless  negotiations  and  a  series  of 
disastrous  wars  which  lasted  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years. 

At  length,  in  1620,  the  old  charter  having  passed  into  desue- 
tude, a  new  company  was  formed,  of  which  the  Earl  of  Warwick 

1  Holmes,  Annals  of  Anurica,  X.  1 23.         ^  Haven,  in  Early  Hiilory  of  Massa- 

ihu  setts,  140. 
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and  Sir  Ferdinando  Gor<^cs  were  the  most  prominent  members. 
This  company,  which  was  styled  "The  Council  established  at 
Plymouth,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  for  liie  planting,  ruling, 
ordering,  and  governing  of  New  luigland  in  America,"  was 
vested  vvith  absolute  authority  o\er  the  regions  exteiulinijj  from 
Delaware  Bay  to  Newfoundland  and  westward  over  unknown 
countries  to  the  great  South  Sea.  From  beginning  to  end  its 
cU  It-  were  a  series  of  failures,  and  it  finally  disappeared  in  a 
cloud  of  obscurity.  It  made  numerous  grants  of  its  lands,  of 
which  those  only  which  relate  to  our  own  immediate  territory 
need  be  mentioned  here. 

Th<-  tir->t  of  these  was  made  to  Robert  Gorges,  son  of  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  conveyed  "  All  that  part  of  the  main- 
land commonlv  called  Mcssachusiac,  on  the  north-east  side  of 
the  Bay  known  by  the  name  of  Massachusct,  together  with  all 
the  shores  along  the  sea  for  ten  English  miles  in  a  strait  line 
towards  the  north-east,  and  thirty  miles  into  the  mainland 
through  all  the  breadth  aforesaid."^    This  grant  revived  the 
old  feudal  t( mirc  of  personal  service;  for,  while  the  lands 
were  held  by  the  earlier  company  "  in  free  and  common  soc- 
cage,"  they  were  now  conveyed  to  be  held  by  the  «\\ord,  "per 
Gladium  Camitatus,  that  is  to  say,  by  hnding  four  able  men,, 
conveniently  armed  or  arrayed  for  the  wars,  to  attend  upon  the 
Governor  for  any  service  within  fourteen  days  after  warning."^ 
The  grantee  came  to  Massachusetts  Bay  to  take  possession  of 
his  land  and  seated  himself  for  a  while  where  Thomas  Weston 
had  previously  attempted  a  settlement,  at  Wess^usset  (Wey* 
mouth).  This  was  a  good  way  out  of  his  proper  bounds,  but  in 
a  location  which  probably  suited  him  better  at  the  time.  The 
Gorges  family,  father  and  sons,  were  not  over-scrupulous  at  any 
time  in  helping  themselves  in  season  and  out ;  and  had  Robert 
lived  his  occupancy  might  have  become  the  foundation  of  a 
claim  as  lasting  as  that  of  his  illustrious  father.   While  he  had 
settled  outside  of  the  limits  of  his  patent,  he  by  no  means  aban- 
doned his  claim  thereto,  for  he  leased  or  granted  to  John  Old- 
ham and  John  Dorrell 

s  Gorges*  Bruft  Narratutt,  Vx  MaiHe       <  Ibid.,  ii.  45. 


Digitized  by  Google 


i6 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN, 


All  the  lands  w"  in  M  ittachusetts  Hay  betweene  Charles  River  and 
Ab'jusctt  [Smmis]  kivcr,  Cc^ntain'  in  Icngi  by  a  streight  lyne  5  Mylci 
vp  the  said  Cliarlcs  River  into  the  maine  land  north  west  from  the  b  jr- 
dcr  of  the  s'  Ikiy  including  all  Creekes  and  points  by  the  way  and  3 
Myles  in  length  from  the  mouth  of  the  foresaid  river  of  Aboosett  vp 
into  the  maine  land  vpon  a  streight  lyne  S :  W :  including  all  Creeks  and 
points,  and  all  the  land  in  brclth  and  length  betireene  the  foresaid 
Rivers,     all  p^rogatives  Ryall  Mynes  excepted. 

This  f^rant  covered  the  lands  of  Mystic  Side  and  was  held  to 
be  valid  by  Oldham  in  1629.  How  his  claim  was  hnall\'  quieted 
is  not  kiKjwn  ;  but  (ji>vern')r  Ciaiiuck  su^^j^ested  th.it  he  tnigiu 
b'-  "  p^vcnted  "  by  *'  causing  some  to  take  possession  of  the 
chcife  i)t  thereof."* 

I'he  settlement  at  Wessafjusset  was  of  short  duration.  Gor^^es 
returned  to  l-^n^land.  where  he  soon  after  dietl ;  and  his  terri- 
torial rights  finally  i)  issed  by  purchase  and  ilescent  into  the 
hamU  of  Mary  Lenthall,  who  married  "  Mr.  Levett  of  the  Inner 
Temple.'"^  Her  claim  was  also,  in  time,  broui^ht  forward  and 
disappeared  like  that  of  Oldham.  Some  of  the  members  of 
the  company  of  Gor<^es  returned  with  their  leader  to  En;.,dand; 
and  others  removed  to  better  locations  around  Massachusetts 
Bay,  where  we  shall  meet  them  a-;ain. 

Under  the  date  of  March  24,  162  Tg,  the  Council  for  New 
England  granted  to  a  company  of  Dorsetshire  gentlemen  a 
patent,  the  origin  of  which,  as  well  as  the  limits  of  the  territory 
which  it  was  intended  to  convey,  is  involved  in  some  uncer- 
tainty. If  the  bounds  recited  in  the  later  charter  are  to  be  con* 
sidered  a.s  those  of  this  grant  it  extended  from  throe  miles  south 
«•  of  any  or  every  part "  of  Charles  River  to  a  line  three  mUes 
north  of  the  river  "  called  Monomack  alias  Merrymack,  or  to 
the  northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof,"  and  stretched 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  It  covered  the  land 
which  had  been  granted  to  Robert  Gorges,  portions  of  which 
were  evidently  occupied  by  his  assigns  or  by  some  of  those  who 
had  been  with  him  at  Wessagusset.  There  are  indications  that 

«  This  «a*  in  ^^i^c 
<'h«rt«r  wa»  being  prepared-  Hutchin> 
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some  deception  was  used  in  this  matter  and  that  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  whose  influence  was  nearly  at  an  end  in  a  council 
where  most  of  il5  members  were  Royalists,  was  inclined  to  make 
the  most  of  his  position  for  the  benefit  of  his  friends.  That  the 
grant  was  the  work  of  the  Puritan  element  is  evident,  aad  its 
results  were  not  accepted  by  the  other  side.  A  readjustment 
of  the  afTairs  of  the  Council  took  place  several  years  later,  and 
the  cuiUrul  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Royalists.  They  re- 
pudiated the  grant  of  Massachusetts  Bay;  and,  finding  their 
charter  defective,  they  decided,  in  ^6^i,^^,  to  surrender  it  They 
parted  the  lands  which  it  conveyed  among  themselves  in  eight 
parcels  and  petitioned  the  king  for  separate  patents  in  accord- 
ance with  the  division  which  they  had  made.  In  this  assign- 
ment that  portion  which  had  then  become  occupied  by  the 
colonics  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  Bay,  with  all  the 
cojntry  from  the  Narraganset  to  Salem,  was  allotted  to  the  un- 
fortunate Marquis  of  Hamilton;  but  the  whole  matter  was 
frustrated,  and  the  Great  Council  for  New  England  itself  dis- 
appeared in  the  political  troubles  and  the  civil  war  which 
supen.'cncd.  The  only  patent  which  came  out  of  this  dissolu- 
tion was  that  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  which  conveyed  a  strip 
of  land  sixty  miles  wide  along  the  coast  of  Maine  from  the 
Piscataqua  to  the  Kennebec.  From  the  southern  limits  of  this 
territory  to  Salem  the  country  was  claimed  by  Captain  John 
Mason  under  a  deed  of  the  Council  which  never  received  the 
royal  assent.  Suits  at  law  to  establish  these  grants  came  down 
Into  the  eighteenth  century. 

Hutchinson  says,  "  The  patent,  from  the  Council  of  Plimouth, 
gave  a  good  right  to  the  soil,  but  no  powers  of  government"' 
To  remedy  this  defect,  and  perhaps  to  prevent  complications 
which  might  arise  from  former  grants,  a  royal  charter  was  ob- 
tained, March  4,  162^  and  the  good  offices  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  were  again  apparent.  This  charter,  which  confirmed 
the  rights  of  the  new  company  '*  by  the  name  of  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Mattachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  one 
body  politique  and  corporate  in  deed,  fact,  and  name,"  gave 

T  HntcUnMNi,  HiOtrf  ^  ManadauOti-B^t  L  9.  Ed.  vf^ 
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authority  and  full  powers  of  government  within  the  limits 
already  described.  The  territory  thus  granted  was,  as  has  been 
stated,  liberal  in  its  extent  from  east  to  west  and  exceedingly 
indefinite  in  its  northern  and  southern  bounds;  for  lines  drawn 
at  stated  distances  from  streams  whose  courses  are  as  irregular 
as  those  of  the  Merrimac  and  Charles  may  be  fruitful  sources  of 
controversy;  and  the  settlement  of  its  borders  perplexed  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay  for  many  years. 

Primarily  the  corporation  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  was  formed  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of 
religious  freedom,  or  rather  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  peculiar 
principles  and  practices  of  those  who  were  to  control  the  affairs 
of  the  new  colony.  But  no  allusion  is  made  to  spiritual  matters 
in  the  charter;  and  it  seems  likely  that,  foreseeing  that  an  open 
avowal  of  their  wishes  and  intentions  might  be  disastrous,  the 
fathers  of  Massachusetts  exercised  that  worldly  wbdom  which 
many  times  thereafter  showed  itself  in  their  dealings,  and  veiled 
their  ultimate  design  under  the  disguise  of  a  producing  and 
tradint^  corporation  such  as  those  unfortunate  companies  which 
preceded  the  in  had  attempted  to  be.  It  was  as  a  mercantile 
company  that  its  ^rant  and  charter  were  obtained.  It  was  only 
by  degrees  and  with  wariness  that  its  true  intent  was  allowed  to 
appear,  until  it  [^rew  into  a  mixed  hierarchy  —  a  government  of 
elders  and  magistrates,  absolute  and  uncompromising  in  every- 
thing that  pertained  to  freedom  of  thought  and  life;  and  such 
it  continued  to  be  during  the  colonial  period,  growing  weaker, 
however,  as  the  democratic  spirit  of  the  people  worked  upward 
and  through  the  body  politic. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  grant  from  the  Council  for  New 
England,  and  while  negotiations  for  the  royal  charter  were  in 
progress,  John  Kndicott,  a  gentleman  of  Dorsetshire  and  one  of 
the  original  grantees,  sailed  in  the  ship  "Abigail,"  Gauden,  mas- 
ter, from  the  little  harbor  of  Weymouth,  with  a  small  company, 
and  arrived  at  Naumkcag,  September  6,  1628.  Others  had  pre- 
ceded him  and  were  seated  along  the  shore  from  Cape  Ann  to 
Scituatc.  Among  these  were  Roger  Conant,  Peter  Palfrey,  John 
Balch.  and  John  Woodbury  at  Naumkcag,  the  Mavericks  at 
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Noddle's  Island  and  VVinnisimmet,  Tliomas  VV'alford  at  M!s- 
hawuin,  Da\  id  Thompson  at  Xcponset  or  Thompson's  Island, 
William  Hlackstonc  at  Shawmut,  and  John  Hurslcy  and  William 
Jcflfrey  at  W'cssa^'ussct.  Some  of  these  had  been  followers  of 
Robert  Gorges  and  had  scattered  in  favorable  trading  places 
around  the  Bay;  others  were  single  adventurers  or  perhaps 
agents  for  those  who  claimed  lands  by  former  grants.  Besides 
these,  "  the  mad  Bacchanalian,"  Thomas  Morton,  was  still  at 
Merry-Mount,  and  a  gathering  of  fishermen  and  traders  had  be- 
come a  permanent  settlement  at  Nantaskct. 

Durinc;  the  next  spring,  six  vessels  with  a  large  company  of 
new  adventurers  sailed  from  England.  As  the  "  Talbot"  passed 
the  Land's  End  and  the  hills  of  Cornwall  began  to  sink  into  the 
sea.  Francis  Higginson,  one  of  their  ministers  who  was  destined 
to  fill  an  early  grave  in  t!ie  new  world,  called  the  passengers 
upon  deck,  "  to  take  their  last  sight  of  England,"  saying, 
"  Farewell,  dear  England !  Farewell,  the  Church  of  God  in 
England,  and  all  the  Christian  friends  there!  "*  Often  were 
tho5c  words  echoed  by  anxious,  loving  hearts  as  they  entered 
upon  the  untried  perils  of  that  sea  which  would  forever  after 
separate  them  from  the  dear  old  home.  Often  were  they 
called  in  the  loneliness  and  discouragements  of  the  new  life. 

The  new  settlers  arrived  at  the  little  town,  which  had  been 
planted  at  Naumkeag  and  named  Salem,  in  the  early  summer 
of  1629.  Among  them,  *'  coming  at  their  own  cost,"  were  three 
brothers, — Ralph,  Richard,  and  William  Sprague»  sons  of 
Edward  Sprague  of  Upway  in  Dorsetshire.  They  remained  not 
long  at  Salem;  but  during  the  summer  "with  three  or  four 
more,  by  joint  consent  and  approbation  of  Mr.  John  Endicott, 
Governor,"  they  undertook  a  journey  of  exploration,  and  pass> 
ing  westward  were  the  first  white  men  who  are  known  to  have 
viewed  the  country  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Mystic  River. 
Their  probable  course  may  be  traced  along  the  Salem  path, 
which  we  may  believe  already  existed  as  an  Indian  trail. 
Crossing  the  Abousett  at  a  ford,  it  ran  over  the  Saugus  plains 
and  entered  the  present  bounds  of  Maiden  at  Black  Ann's  cor- 

■  Ifather,  U^gnalia,  tti.  (2),  di.  l. 
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ner,  where,  probably,  another  path,  turning  southerly,  led  to 
the  Indian  villages  around  Sagamore  Hill  and  Powder  Horn. 
Skirting  the  Scadan  hills,  the  Salem  path  turned  to  the  north- 
west over  the  little  section  of  old  road  which  remains  near  the 
junction  of  Salem  Street  and  Broadway,  where  the  Jenkins 
house,  which  disappeared  in  1882,  stood  more  than  two  cen- 
turies,^ and  passed  between  the  hills  nearly  in  the  line  of  the 
present  ForeJt  Street.  Winding  around  the  northern  and 
western  base  of  Wayte's  Mount,  known  to  the  first  settlers  as 
Mount  Prospect,  it  crossed  the  Three  Mile  Brook  by  a  ford  a 
short  distance  above  the  falls  at  Black  Rock;  and,  running 
along  the  southern  foot  of  the  Middlesex  Fells,  it  passed  over 
the  Medford  plain  and  sought  the  Mystic  ford.  In  the  vicinity 
of  the  Three  Mile  Brook,  the  present  Clifton  Street  is  the 
modern  representative  of  the  old  Indian  trail,  although  that  small 
portion  of  the  way  cast  of  the  brook,  only,  has  had  a  continuous 
existence  since  the  early  days. 

Passing  along  the  southern  bank  of  the  Mystic,  the  travellers 
entered  the  peninsula  of  Mishawum,  where  they  found  Thomas 
Walford,  a  smith  and  an  unauthorized  pioneer,  living  in  an 
•'English  palisadoed  and  thatched  house,"  whom,  with  his  wife,  . 
the  distrustful  magistrates  ejected  two  years  later.  There,  by 
the  "  free  consent "  of  Wonohaquaham,  the  Sagamore  John  of 
"  a  gentle  and  good  disposition,"  the  Spragues  with  others  set- 
tled soon  after  and  laid  the  foundations  of  Charlestown. 

They  found  the  country  over  which  they  passed,  on  the  north- 
erly, or  easterly,  side  of  the  Mystic,  "  generally  full  of  stately 
timber,"  and  "  round  about  was  an  uncouth  wilderness."  Of  the 
general  condition  of  the  land  we  are  not  without  good  evidence; 
for  William  Wood,  who  very  likely  accompanied  the  Spragues, 
for  he  was  in  New  England  in  1629  and  tells  us  that  "the  end 
of  his  travel  was  observation,"  and  Francis  Higginson,  who, 
though  a  sick  man  and  unable  to  travel  through  the  woods, 

•  This  old  house.  othen\'ise  known  as  ished.    It  was  popularly  supposed  to 

the  Rand  house,  was  partially  destroyed  have  heen  older  than  the  town,  and  to 

by  fire  on  the  evening  of  November  14,  have  been  used  as  a  garrison  house; 

18S2.    It  h.id  long  been  in  a  dilapidated  but  it  was  probably  built  towards  the 

condition,  and  w.-is  soon  after  dcmol-  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
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doubtless  talked  with  them  on  their  return,  wrote  of  the  country 
soon  after;  and  their  accounts,  although  written  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  glamour  which  a  new  country  often  casts  over  men's 

perceptions,  enable  us  to  see  the  New  Kngland  of  1629.'* 

The  general  appearance  of  tlie  country  was  not  entirely  that  of 
■  an  uiicuulh  wilderness  ;  "  for  a  pleasant  feature  which  struck  the 
early  comers  was  tlie  extentled  and  (Veq  i  iu  areas  of  open  Luui  -, 
around  the  margins  of  the  marshes  and  meadows  and  upon  the 
{)Iains,  —  lands  ready  for  the  plough  and  tillage  without  much 
labor  Higginson  says  that  in  one  place  might  be  seen  "thou- 
sands of  acres  of  ground  as  good  as  need  to  be  and  not  a  tree  in 
the  same;  "  and  Thomas  Graves,  who  saw  with  the  eye  of  an 
educated  traveller,  wrote  to  his  friends  in  England:  — 

It  is  very  beautifull  in  open  lands,  mixed  with  gooilly  woods,  and  again 
open  plaines,  in  some  places  five  hundred  acres,  some  p!aces  more,  some 
lesse,  not  much  troublesome  for  to  c!eere  for  the  plough  to  gue  in,  no 
place  barren,  but  on  the  tops  of  tlie  hils ;  the  grasse  and  weedes  grow  up 
to  a  iiiaii*s  lace,  m  the  lowlaiids  and  by  fresh  rivers  aboundance  of  grasse 
and  laige  meddowes  without  any  tree  or  shnibbe  to  hinder  the  sith.^* 

These  open  lands  and  natural  hay-grounds  were  also  noticed 
by  Wood,  who  wrote  as  follows :  — 

l^e  Soyle  is  for  the  general!  a  warme  kind  of  earth,  there  being  little 

cold-spewing  land,  no  Mnrish  Fennes,  no  Qn.ij^mires,  the  lowest  grounds 
be  the  Marshes,  over  which  every  full  and  change  the  Sea  flowes  :  theise 
Marshes  be  rich  ground,  and  bring  plenty  of  Hiy,  of  which  the  Cattle 
feed  and  Uke,  as  if  they  were  fed  with  the  best  up-land  Hay  \\\  New 


I*  The  main  auttiorities  for  tbe  con- 
dition of  the  country  around  Massachu- 
setts Hay  at  the  first  coming  of  the 
Kngli»h  are  Higginson's  Journal  and 
Xno  tCnglands  Plantation  :  Duillcy's 
LttUr  to  the  Coiintfss  of  Lincoln;  and 
Wood's  Nntf-Eiti^Lindt  Prospcet.  Use- 
ful reprints  of  the  works  of  Higginson 
and  Dudley,  and  a  portion  of  that  of 
Wood  may  be  found  in  Young,  Chrou- 
iclet  of  Mil ssatku setts  Bay,  with  other 
paperii  of  value  to  the  student  and  of 
intcM*t  to  the  general  reader.  The 
later  portion  of  Hutchinson,  History  of 
Mitssathusetts-Bay^  L  ch.  6,  is  compact 
tridi  iafomation.  Moiton,  Nm  English 


Canaan  ;  ]o?,%e\yn,  ATew  England's  Rari- 
ties and  Txoo  l^oyaces  to  A'r:v-Ent;l<t»d : 
and  Smith,  Description  of  Xnv  Eni^tand 
and  AihertiKmttUs  for  the  Unexperienced 
Planters^  may  be  consii'ted  with  advan- 
tage, as  may  most  of  the  early  writers 
upon  New  England. 

Of  recent  writers,  Palfrev.  Tlhtory  i/' 
A\'e'.v  Enx'land,  i.  ch.  i,  contains  a  gt»od 
t\'si<f)u- :  and  on  all  matters  relating  to 
the  early  history  of  the  country  his 
volumes  arc  to  be  preferred. 

"  A'e7o-ENi,'/ands  PtantatioH  in  YoUBg, 
Chronicles  of  Afassai  liuselts  flay^  244. 

»  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  i.  124.  * 
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Enghnd;  of  which  likewise  there  is  great  store  which  growes  connnonly 

betweene  the  Marshes  and  the  Woods.  This  Medow  ground  hes  higher 
than  the  Marshes,  whereby  it  is  freed  from  the  over-flowing  of  the  Seas; 
and  besides  this,  in  miny  places  where  the  Tres  grow  thinne.  there  is 
good  fodder  to  be  got  amongst  the  Woods.  There  be  likewise  in  divers 
places  neare  the  plantations  great  broad  Medowes,  wherein  grow  neither 
shrub  nor  Tree,  lying  low,  in  which  PUines  growes  as  much  grasse,  as 
may  be  throwne  out  with  a  Sithe,  thicke  and  long,  as  high  as  a  mans 
middle ;  some  as  high  as  the  shoulders,  so  that  a  good  mower  may  cut 
three  loads  in  a  day.^* 

Wood's  estimation  of  tfie  marshes  was  not  higher  than  that  of 
the  farmers  for  many  years.  Their  peculiar  yield  of  salt*hay  was 
esteemed  beyond  its  real  value  and  was  carefully  gathered  and 
prepared.  As  English  grasses  were  gradually  brought  into  the 
uplands  the  marsh  and  meadow  crops  grew  to  be  of  less  import* 
anoe,  and  are  now  considered  as  of  no  great  worth,  compared 
with  the  finer  upland  grasses,  except  as  they  add  variety  to  the 
usual  feed  of  the  stable  and  the  barn. 

Thomas  Morton,  in  his  New  English  Canaan^  thus  accounts 
for  the  existence  of  the  o[icn  lands:  — 

The  Salvages  are  arrustomeil  to  set  fire  of  the  Country  in  aii  places 
where  they  come,  and  to  bume  it  twize  a  yeare,  viz :  at  the  Spring,  and 
the  fall  of  the  leafe.  The  reason  that  moovea  them  to  doe  so,  is  because 
it  would  other  wise  be  so  oveigiowne  with  uiuierweedes  that  it  would  be 
all  a  coppice  wood»  and  the  people  would  not  be  able  in  any  wise  to 
passe  through  the  Country  out  of  a  beaten  path.  And  this  custome  of 
firing  the  Country  is  the  mcnncs  to  make  it  passable ;  and  by  that 
raeanes  the  trees  growe  here  and  there  as  in  our  parks:  and  makes  the 
Country  very  beautifull  and  commodious." 

This  custom  is  also  mentioned  by  Wood ;  and  it  was  followed 
in  some  measure  by  the  English  until  the  country  was  compara- 
tively well  cleared.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  open  lands  were 
characteristic  of  Mystic  Side*  especially  in  the  southwestern 
part  along  the  borders  of  the  marshes  of  the  Mystic  and  the 
North  River.  The  earliest  land  evidences,  made  at  a  time  when 
the  original  forests  could  not  have  been  cleared  to  any  great 
extent,  indicate  the  existence  of  natural  lea-lands;  and  it  was 

*  Wood,  Nm-Bii^l«tidt  Pra^eet,  la  ^  MortoOt  Ifm  English  Ctuagn,  5», 
Ed.  1634.  54. 
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upon  such  a  tract  that  the  first  allotment  of  lands,  in  1634,  was 
laid  out. 

The  countiy  was  well  watered  by  frequent  ponds  and  streams ; 
and  the  early  settlers  at  Mystic  Side  found  several  great  springs 
whose  waters  have  continued  to  gush  forth  unto  the  present 
day.  The  best  known  of  these  were  the  North  and  South 
springs,  to  both  of  which  free  passage  and  common  use  were 
carefully  reserved  and  guarded.  Public  rights  to  the  North 
Spring  are  supposed  to  have  lapsed  years  ago  in  some  unknown 
way;  but  the  ownership  of  the  South,  or  Waters's,  Spring 
remained  intact  until  1881,  when  the  Selectmen  of  Everett  re- 
linquished to  a  corporation  of  water  vendors  that  which  had 
been  a  public  benefit  for  two  centuries  and  a  half." 

The  first  comers,  looking  upon  the  surface  of  things  and 
seeu.^  only  the  immediate  returns  of  a  virgin  soil,  were  profuse 
in  their  descriptions  of  the  richness  of  the.  land  and  the  variety 
and  quality  of  its  products;  but  the  expectations  of  the  early 
settlers  failetl,  and  the  next  i^enci  a'j  Mi  found  that  the  rich  wood- 
land soil  soon  became  exhausted,  and  that  manures  and  careful 
tillage  were  as  necessary  in  Massachusetts  Bay  as  in  Surrey  or 
Essex. 


^  The  North  Spring  U  »tUl  in  exist- 
«noe  near  the  Tailrotd  station  at  West 

Fvcrvtt  It  r irmcrty  supplicc!  the  water 
used  at  iUld win's  Dye  House,  and  is 
now  ntiliced  by  the  ounafactiirers  who 
occupy  the  pr'^mncl.  It  is  a  collection 
rather  than  a  single  spring,  and  has  of 
late  years  been  carefully  excavated  and 
surrounded  hy  masonry.  Tht:  adj.icent 
lands  contain  several  good  natural 
aprinfs,  and  one  which  is  often  over^ 
flowed  by  the  brackish  tide-water  exists 
upon  an  island  far  out  upon  the  marsh. 

The  South  Spring  is  mentioned  by 
that  name  as  early  as  163*?,  and  w.aii 
situated  at  the  present  junction  of  Chel- 
sea and  Feny  Streets  in  Everett.  With 
its  bubbling  b;\>in  of  j^ravel  and  its  little 
brooklet  flowing  across  the  low  land, 
forming  an  easy  and  roomy  drinldng^ 
place  for  cattle,  and  its  accompanying 
clamps  of  gigantic  willows,  it  ivas  a 
ramantic  and  pleasant  pi  aoe  in  former 
jreais.  But  it  lost  its  andenc  chaiaclMr 


in  1S32,  when  Chelsea  Street  was  widened 
and  straightened,  the  willows  felled,  and 

the  cattle- place  filled  up.  All  the  beauty 
of  the  spot  vanished  in  a  dead  level  of 
gravel  grandiloquently  called  a  square ; 
and  the  biil>bling  spring  developed  into 
an  awkward  pump,  whose  creaking  crank 
was  the  delight  of  small  boys  and  a 
*'  baby-waker  "  for  the  neighborhood. 
Previous  to  its  "improvement"  the 
spring  was  said  to  give  an  average  flow 
of  about  four  hundred  and  (Ifty  gal- 
lons per  hour,  and  its  temperature  was 
uniformiy  about  forty -eight  degrees 
Fahrenhr;it. 

In  its  new  character  the  spring  dis- 
charged thousands  of  gallons  by  the 
mcdinm  of  a  chain-[)unip,  to  the  ^reat 
benefit  of  thirsty  travellers;  and  many 
hogsheads  of  pure  water  were  carried 
to  the  neighborinL;  city  of  Chelsea,  by 
peddlers  and  others,  until  it  ceased  to 
supply  the  poblic  need*  and  wat  Ap* 
plied  to  private  uses. 
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Higginson,  who  endeavored,  as  he  says,  "  God's  help,  to 
report  nothing  but  the  naked  truth,'*  and  what  I  have  partly 
seen  with  mine  own  eyes,  and  partly  heard  and  inquired  from 
the  mouths  of  very  honest  and  religious  persons,'*  remarks:  — 
"  All  about  Masathuiets  Bay,  and  at  Charles  river  is  as  fat  black 
earth  as  can  be  seen  an3nvhere,"  and  *'  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is 
to  be  admired  at"  The  open  lands  brought  forth  in  abundance 
grains  and  herbs;  and  the  country  abounded  "naturally  with 
store  of  roots  of  great  variety  and  good  to  eat"  Wood,  in  his 
enumeration  of  the  products  of  the  ground,  says:  — 

The  ground  uiloards  very  good  kitchen  Gardens,  for  Turneps,  Par- 
snips, Carrots,  Radises,  and  Pumpions,  Muskmiilions,  Squonterquashes, 
COucumben,  Onyons,  and  whatsoever  giowes  well  in  Et^mt,  growes  as 
well  ^ere,  many  things  being  better  and  larger ;  there  is  likewise  grow- 

ing  all  manner  of  Hearbes  for  meate,  and  medicine,  and  that  not  onely 
in  planted  Gardens,  but  in  the  Woods,  without  eythcr  the  art  or  the 
belpe  of  roao.'^ 

Higginson  adds  '*  plenty  of  single  damask  roses  [sweet  briar,] 
very  sweet,"  and  excellent  vines  "  up  and  down  in  the  woods ;  "  ^ 
and  Graves  writes  about "  the  biggest  grapes  that  ever  I  saw,  some 
I  have  seene  foure  inches  about"  '*  With  the  grapes  are  men- 
tioned "mulberries,  plums,  raspberries,  currants,  chestnuts, 
filberts,  walnuts,  small-nuts,  hurtleberries,  and  haws  of  white- 
thorn; and  in  the  summer  the  fields  were  filled  with  straw- 
berries of  "  exceeding  sweetness/* 

Nor  was  the  animal  life  less  abundant  than  the  products  of 
the  v^;etable  kingdom.  The  ba3rs  and  harbors  teemed  with 
fish  which  filled  the  streams  at  certain  times  of  the  year;  and 
the  shores  and  fiats  yielded  excellent  shell-fish  of  many  kinds. 
In  the  woods  and  fields,  deer  were  common,*^  and  smaller  game 

ward.  One  was  started  by  hunters  in 
the  Maiden  woods  in  1773.  and  diaaed 
across  the  Chelsea  marshes  to  the  Sau- 
£us  River,  into  which  he  plunged. 
Lewis,  ffutoty  of  I  run,  337.  An  act 
was  passed  in  1739,  "  for  tlie  better 
preservation  of  dear  within  this  pro* 
vince,"  ander  wbldi  Dcer<recv«s  were 
annuatty  choaen  in  Maiden  until 
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1*  Higginson,  Nmr-Eiighttds  PlatUa- 
ticH,  in  Young,  CkrtmkUt  tf  Massathtt- 
tetts  Bay,  243-  -  C  ' 

"  Wood,  NrM-Engfaitdt  Prospect^  13. 

1*  Ntw-Enfftands  ntntatitm,  247. 

i«  Afass.  Hist.  Coil.,  i.  124 

NeuhEnglands  PhiUathn,  247. 
Deer  were  common  in  thn  ▼tcinity 
until  the  middle  of  the  cit^hieenih  ecu- 
tttiy,  and  were  frequently  seen  after- 
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in  great  variety  afforded  a  plentiful  sustenance  to  the  earlier 
settlers  when  their  scanty  supplies  had  failed.  Great  flocks  of 
pijjeons  at  one  time  "flew  over  all  the  towns"  for  hours, 
obscuring  the  light  aiul  c.uising  even  the  sobc:  Dudley  to 
fancy  a  portent  in  the  unfamiliar  sight.^  Partridges  "  as  big 
as  our  hens,"  and  great  turkeys,  *'  exceeding  fat,  sweet,  and 
fleshy,"  were  to  be  had  for  the  shooting.  Geese,  ducks,  and 
other  sea-fowl  abounded  in  their  season,  so  that  during  the 
scarcity  uf  the  first  year  it  was  said  "that  a  great  part  of  winter 
the  planters  have  eaten  nothing  but  roast  meat  of  divers  fowls 
which  they  have  killed."  * 

Wood  speaks  of  the  *'  three  great  annoyances,  of  wolves, 
rattle-snakes,  and  mosquitoes."  The  former  were  nightly  visi- 
tors among  the  unprotected  herds  and  flocks.  In  the  time  of 
deep  snows  they  hung  around  the  settlements  in  great  pack^. 
and  their  fierce  barking  was  a  terror  to  man  as  well  as  beast. 
They  infested  the  Saugus  woods  as  late  as  1753  and  were  not 
entirely  extirpated  until  many  years  after.  Bounties  were 
offered  for  their  scalps,  and  the  grisly  trophies  were  some- 
times nailed  on  the  meeting-houses.  "  For  Beares,"  says 
VV^ood,  "they  be  common  being  a  great  blackc  kind  of  Beare, 
which  be  most  feirce  in  Strawberry  time."  ^*  They  arc  said 
to  have  been  seen  in  Maiden  woods  within  this  century,  and 
they  yet  prowl  along  sequestered  roads  in  the  traditions  of  old 
families.* 

Among  "  creeping  beasts  or  longe  crceples  "  the  rattlesnake 
was  especially  noticed  by  early  observers.  Higginson  says  that 
they  "  will  not  fly  from  a  man  as  others  will,  but  will  fly  upon 
him  and  sting  him  so  mortally  that  he  will  die  within  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after."  *   John  Josselyn  mentions 

Dudley,  Letter      the  Countess  ef  where  tradition  says  a  bear  was  killed 

Uiutln,  in  Young,  Ckremdes  of  Masta-  in  the  early  days  of  the  present  cen- 

ekusetts  Bay,  336.  tury.    Brooks,  History  of  Medford^  484, 

•  AeVhEMgtamds  Plantation,  253.  relates  how,  in  1 735,  "  Sampson,  a  negro 

**  NI/w^EnfitaMds  Prospect,  19.  slave,  was  sorely  frightened  by  a  wild 

In  a  rock  in  the  Middlesex  Fells,  bear  and  cub,  which  he  met  in  th^ 

near  where  the  corners  of  Maiden  and  woods  near  Gov.  Cradotk's  house." 
Melrose  touch  the  Medford  line,  is  a  New-En^attds  Plantation,  255.  Cf. 

deep  rift  in  the  rock  caHed  Be^f  Dm,  Morton,  /Cm  Englisk  Canaast,  82. 
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The  Ratik  Snake^  who  poysons  with  a  Vapour  that  comes  thorough 
two  crooked  Fangs  in  their  Mouth  \  the  hollow  of  these  Fangs  are  as 
black  as  Ink :  llie  Induuut  when  weary  with  travelling,  will  take  them 

up  with  their  bare  hands,  laying  hold  with  one  hand  behind  their  Hea(!, 
with  the  other  taking  hold  of  their  Tail,  and  with  their  teeth  tear  off  the 
Skin  of  their  backs,  and  feed  upon  them  alive ;  which  they  say  re- 
fresheth  them." 

HiggiiT-o!"!  speaks  of  tlic  lesser  annoyances  mentioned  by 
Wood,  iX6  the  "little  flics  called  mosquitoes"  which  "are 
troublesome  in  the  night  season ;  "  and  Wood  adds,  "  Many 
that  be  bitten  will  fall  a  scratching,  whereupon  their  faces  and 
hands  swell."  ^8 

The  climate  does  not  appear  to  have  materially  changed 
since  the  advent  of  the  English.  Great  snows  are  mentioned; 
and  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  droughts  and  seasons  of 
excessive  moisture  were  as  frequent  as  of  late  years.  One  who 
wrote  at  a  later  period  says:  — 

In  New  England,  the  transitions  from  heat  to  cold  are  short  and 
sadden,  and  the  extremes  of  both  very  sensible.   We  are  sometimes 


^  Xf7v-Englaniis  RariHes  Disc<n'ertd, 
3S-39.  'J'he  Indians'  manner  of  holding 
the  reptiles,  as  described  in  the  text, 
was  practised  by  one  of  their  descen- 
dants. John  Elisha,  a  colored  man  of 
mixed  blood,  who  claimed  descent  from 
the  Natick  Indians*  resided  among  the 
hills  in  the  luirth-castem  part  of  Maiden 
about  the  year  1S20.  lie  used  to  catch 
ratdesnakes,  which  then  abounded  in 
the  crevirc  of  the  ledges  and  among 
the  angular  stones  wliich  the  frost  had 
detached  from  the  (.lilfs  aiul  stre^-n  at 
the  bases  of  the  hills.  He  carried  the 
caplivc!*  home  in  his  hands,  holding 
them  fast  jqst  below  their  beads,  their 
tails  l>cin£r  wreathed  about  his  rxrms. 
When  thtir  fangs  became  hooked  in  a 
piece  of  stout  woolen  cloth,  which  he 
held  for  them  to  bite  at,  he  would  pull 
them  out  by  a  sudden  jerk  and  render 
them  harmless.  If  they  did  not  bite  at 
the  rlotb,  he  would  open  their  mouths 
with  a  stick,  as  he  pressed  them  to  the 
ground,  while  an  assistant  would  en- 
tangle their  fangs  in  the  cloth,  and  so 
extract  them.  Sometimes  he  held  them 
down  with  a  forked  stick*  and  removed 


the  fangs  with  pincers.  The  *'  creeplcs  " 
thus  treated  he  ezhilnted  in  Boston  and 
elsewhere,  on  public  occasions,  u  tamed 
snakes,  which  he  could  handle  and  carry 
in  bis  bosom  with  impunity,  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  the  spectators. 

Besides  the  "  taming  '*  of  snakes,  he 
and  his  family  did  quite  a  business  in 
the  preparation  of  rattlesnake  oil,  which 
was  .Hold  about  the  country  as  a  specific 
for  rheumatic  complaints  and  diseases 
of  the  joints.  Fifty  cents  for  a  small 
bottle  was  considered  cheap  by  the  pur- 
chaser, and  amply  repaid  the  seller. 
Mrs.  William  Hogans,  who  will  be  re- 
membered by  many  old  inhabitants,  was 
an  itinerant  saleswoman  in  that  line,  and 
added  to  her  stock  slcunk's  fat,  and 
roots  and  herbs,  which  she  procured  as 
ordered.  (In/ormatim  of  William  B, 
Shedd.) 

In  tSo9  four  "large  Rattlesnakes 
taken  on  the  Maiden  Turnpike,  poison* 
tooth  exir.icted,"  were  exhibited  at  the 
Cohim  bian  Museum  in  Boston.  Bnim 
Patriot,  1^09. 

"  New-Englands  Plantatmt,  255; 
NetihEn^nJt  Prwpttt,  46. 
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&>iDg,  and  at  others  freezing;  aod  as  men  often  die  at  their  labor 
in  the  fi<;ld,  by  heat,  so  some  in  winter  are  Irozo  to  death  with  the 
cold" 

But  to  the  early  writers  the  climate  seemed  perfect  in  the 
first  flush  of  their  new-found  joys.  Graves  declared  that  all 
the  bounties  which  Nature  spread  before  them  were  "made 
good  an<.l  pleasant  through  this  maine  blessing  of  God.  the 
healthfulne^sc  of  the  countrie  which  far  exceedeth  all  parts  that 
ever  I  have  beene  in;"**  and  Higginson,  speaking  from  his  own 
experience,  exceeds  Graves  in  his  commendations,  and  atlcls 
that  oft-repealed  line,  "  A  sup  of  New  England's  air  is  better 
than  a  whole  draught  of  Old  England's  ale."^^ 


Macsparren,  Ameridi  Ditueted,  It. 

«»  Afjss.  fftsl.  Cifli.,  i.  1 24. 

•*  Nnv  En^lititds  PlanLttion,  252. 
Francis  lligginson,  to  whose  description 
of  New  Krt'j^l.ind  refprence  is  mide,  was 
educated  at  C.imbrtdgc,  tccciving  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  at  jesus,  1609,  and  that 
of  AM  at  St.  JohtjV.  1613;  .although 
Mather  says  he  was  of  I-  iiiaiiui;!.  Hav- 
ing committed  hiRi-<  If  to  the  Puritan 
party,  he  was  cxclud.  ii  from  hi>  pulpit 
at  Clavhrookc,  in  J^icester,  and  was 
s<i  [i  ci  r  invited  by  the  Company  of 
the  M.tN>acIiu-ttts  T!.iv  to  po  to  their 
new  pUntJiiiin  at  N'aumkeag,  where 
he  arrived  early  in  the  summer  of  1629^ 
and  was  ordained  August  6  of  th:it  year. 
He  itved  hut  twelve  months  longer,  and 
his  case  has  much  in  common  with  nany 
others  which  occurred  in  the  early  daj-s 
of  the  setUements.  He  was  both  sickly 
and  entboiiaatk.  That  he  was  the  lat- 
ter, his  ptacjperaffd  description  of  New 
F)n^i.iitd  amply  proves.  That  he  had 
been  troubled  with  long  continued  aits, 
he  himself  informs  us.  I  have  for 
divers  years  past  been  very  sickly,"  he 
lelb  OS  in  his  )jumal.  Youngt  CImw* 
tele-      ^fr.-:i,'.,-h!iutti  B>fy,  236. 

W  hen  he  had  passed  but  a  few  sum- 
mer w«tks  in  the  new  land,  he  wrote: 
"  The  temper  of  the  air  of  New-Knpl.ind 
is  one  special  thing  that  commends  this 
pbce.  Experience  doth  manifest  that 
therf  i-?  hirdly  a  more  healthful  place 
to  be  found  in  the  world  that  agrceth 
better  tntb  our  English  bodies.  Many 


that  have  been  weak  and  sickly  in  Old 
England,  by  coming  hither  have  been 
thoroughly  healed,  and  grown  health- 
lul  and  strong.  For  here  is  an  extraor- 
dinary clear  and  dry  air,  that  is  of  a 
most  healing  nature  to  all  such  as  are 
of  a  cold,  melancholy,  phlegmatic,  rheu* 
matic  temper  of  body.  None  can  more 
truly  speak  hereof  by  their  own  expe- 
rience than  myself.  My  friends  that 
knew  me  mn  well  tell  how  very  sickly 
I  lave  bccti,  and  continually  in  physic, 
being  much  troubled  with  *  tormentnig 

p,ii:i  tliroir^h  .in  extfaordin.iry  wenkfipss 
of  my  stomach,  and  abundance  of  melan- 
cholic humors.  But  since  I  came  hither 
on  this  voyage,  I  thank  C,<h\  1  have  had 
perfect  health,  and  freed  from  pain  and 
vomiting,  having  a  stomach  to  digest 
the  hardest  and  coarsest  fare,  who  be- 
fore c»>uld  not  eat  finest  meat ;  and 
whereas  my  stomach  could  only  digest 
and  did  require  ^uch  drink  as  was  both 
strong  and  stale,  now  I  can  and  do 
oftentimes  drink  New-England  water 
verv  W.11.  And  I  that  have  not  gone 
without  a  cap  for  many  years  together, 
neither  durst  leave  off  the  same,  have 
now  cast  awiy  mv  cap,  and  do  wear 
none  at  all  in  the  day  time ;  and  whereas 
beforerime  I  clothed  myself  with  double 
clothes  and  thick  waistcoats  to  keep  me 
warm,  even  in  the  sammer  time,  1  do 
now  go  aa  thin  clad  as  any,  only  wearing 
a  licht  stuff  cxs.^ock  upon  my  shirt,  and 
stuff  breeches  of  one  thiclcneas  without 
linings.  ...  I  AInk  It  is  a  wiae  oontae 


r 


Digitized  by  Google 


28 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN, 


It  is  not  surprising  that,  with  all  these  exaggerated  excellen- 
cies of  climate  and  soil,  New  England  became  to  tiie  English 
Puritans  a  veritable  Canaan,  a  land  overflowing  with  milk  and 
honey,  where  they  might  rest  secure  in  the  shadow  of  their  own 
vines  and  fig  trees.  And  the  political  condition  of  England  and 
the  dangers  which  surrounded  them  there,  were  added  incentives 
for  removal.  In  1637,  eight  years  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Spragues,  the  English  population  of  New  England  is  supposed 
to  have  approached  twelve  thousand  souls. 

Thomas  Dudley  was  of  a  less  enthusiastic  mind,  or  he  saw 
with  a  clearer  vision  than  did  his  companions;  for  he  wrote  to 
Bridget,  Countess  of  Lincoln:  "Honest  mm,  out  of  a  desire  to 
draw  over  others  to  them,  wrote  somewhat  hyperbolically  of 
many  things  here."  ®  A  woman,  who  longed,  I  suspect,  for  the 
green  hedges  and  old  homes  of  England,  wrote  a  few  years 
later:  — 

When  I  remember  the  hlg^  commendatk»8  some  have  given  of  tiie 
place,  and  find  it  inferior  to  the  reports,  t  liave  thought  the  reason 
thereof  to  be  this,  that  they  wrote  surely  in  strawberry  time.  The  air 
of  the  country  is  sharp,  the  rocks  many,  the  trees  innumerable,  the 

gras55  little,  the  winter  cold,  the  summer  hot,  the  gnats  in  summer 
biting,  the  wolves  at  niiilnight  howling.  Look  upon  it,  as  it  hath  the 
means  of  grace,  and,  if  you  please,  you  may  call  it  a  Canaan.** 

The  exaggerations  of  the  first  comers,  with  other  causes, 
added  to  the  tide  of  immigration,  which  was  very  much 

for  all  cold  complexions  to  oOQe  to  He  lingered  until  August,  1630*  when, 

take  physic  in  New-England"    Jt^tW'  in  the  wordi  of  Cotton  Mather,  *■  in  the 

Enf;t^uids  Plantation,  251-252.  midst  of  many  prayers,  he  fell  a-sleep. 

Poor  fellow!  he  had  experienced  the  in  the  forty<third  year  of  hU  age." 

bracing  effects  of  a  not  unpleasant  8ea>  He  had  seen  the  new  irorld  in  a  my 

voyage,  and  fondly  thought   that  the  light,  and  the  messages  which  he  sent 

** extraordinary  clear  and  dry  air"  of  back  to  England  were  cotored  by  bia 

New  England  had  done  in  a  few  weeks  desires  and  hopes.    Sharp  and  bitter 

that  which  cann-  from  the  healthy  air  was  the  truth  which  to  him  and  many 

of  the  sea.    He  had  yet  to  meet  the  who  followed  him  came  too  late, 

untried  rigoi*  of  an  exceeding  hard  win*  A  memoir  of  Higginson,  by  the  lata 

ter;  and  in  the  privation.s  and  severities  R«v.  Joseph  It.  Felt,  is  in  N.  NiU, 

of  that  season,  amid  the  suffering,  dis-  amd  Ctittai.  RtgisUr^  vi.  105-127. 

ease,  and  death  which  ensued,  the  de-  *  Dudley's  letter,  in  Young,  ChrM^ 

lusivc  promise  of  health  and  strength  ults  of  Massachusttti  Hay,  324. 

departed,  and  "the  hectic  attacked  him.  •»  Hutchinson,  History  of  Moiuuku- 

wUch  was  to  doae  hb  earthly  career."  «m-Bay,  i.  483.   Kd.  i7(3a 
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Increased  in  1630,  and  Cambridge,  Boston,  Dorchester,  and 
other  places  received  their  first  inhabitants.  The  disappoint- 
ments and  sutterings  of  those  who  were  not  well  prepared  to 
meet  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  a  pioneer's  lite  were,  no 
doubt,  as  strongly  set  forth  to  their  friends  in  Eni^land  as  had 
been  the  attractions  and  advantages  ol  the  country  before.  As 
H  consequence,  in  part,  immigration  nearly  ceased,  and  some 
returaed  to  England.  But  after  a  year  or  two  ship  after  ship 
ccmtiiiued  to  arrive  in  the  harbors  of  Salem  and  Boston ;  and 
growing  communities  of  sturdy  Puritans  attested  at  once  the 
tfOttbles  which  had  befallen  the  mother  land,  and  the  perman- 
ence of  the  refuge  which  Providence  had  opened  upon  the 
bleak  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  A  new  empire  had  been 
founded ;  and  upon  a  narrow  strip  of  country,  between  un* 
known  forests  and  th  ^  barren  sands  and  sombre  rocks  of  an 
unkind  coast,  a  handful  of  earnest  men  and  women,  in  the 
language  of  the  time,  "chosen  vessels"  and  "precious  seed," 
began  to  work  out  that  problem  of  freedom  which  forecasts  the 
coming  Glory  of  the  Ages.  From  the  green  lanes  and  ancient 
towns  of  Essex,  full  of  the  traditions  and  associations  of  a 
thousand  years,  to  the  tangled  forests  and  the  wild  shores 
of  a  new  world ;  from  the  old  English  homes  to  the  land  which 
God  had  prepared  for  the  chosen  seed  whose  fruitage  was  to  be 
a  great  nation,  —  these  are  to  us  of  the  nineteenth  century  but 
the  turning  of  a  leaf;  but  to  the  men  and  women  of  1628  a 
stormy  waste  of  waters  and  many  weeks  of  anxiety'  and  distress, 
of  weeping  and  praying,  lay  between  the  homes  of  their  child- 
hood and  the  unknown  land  where  they  were  to  watch  and  work 
and  lay  their  bones  to  rest 

In  the  year  1614  Captain  John  Smith,  observing  the  shores 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  remarked  that  *'the  sea  Coast  as  you 
passe  shewes  you  all  a  long  targe  Corne  fields,  and  great 
troupes  of  welt  proportioned  people."**  It  may  be  that  the 
redoubtable  champion  and  bearer  of  "three  Turks  heads,  which 
with  his  sword,  he  did  overcome,  kill,  and  cut  oflT,"  indulged 
somewhat  in  the  exaggeration  to  which  he  was  prone ;  but  the 

"  Smith.  Cenerall  Hi$t«rie,  \\.  194.    Ed.  i8ig. 
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injury,  invaded  the  lands  of  the  Pawtuckets  and  Massachusetts 
and  overran  the  region  from  the  Penobscot  to  the  Charles* 
Gorges  describes  the  slaughter  as  "  horrible  to  be  spoken  of."  ^ 
Nanepashetnet  retired  from  the  banks  of  Rumney  Marsh  to  a 
hill  near  the  head^waters  of  the  Mystic,  where  he  built  a  fort 
which  was  seen  by  Edward  Winslow  of  Plymouth  in  1621. 

About  this  time  the  natives  attacked  and  burned  a  French 
trading  vessel  which  was  lying  at  anchor  near  Peddock's  Island 
in  Boston  Harbor.  The  men  were  slain  or  distributed  among 
the  neighboring  villages.  One  of  these  men,  daring  to  rebuke 
the  Indians  for  their  wickedness,  was  told,  they  were  so  many 
that  God  could  not  kill  them."  Thomas  Morton  of  Merry 
Mount  tells  the  result :  — 

In  short  time  after  the  hand  of  God  fell  heavily  upon  them,  with 
such  a  inortall  stroake  that  they  died  on  heapes  as  they  lay  in  their 
houses ;  and  the  living,  that  were  able  to  shift  for  themselves,  would 
xunne  away  and  let  them  dy,  and  let  there  Carkases  ly  above  the 
ground  without  burialL  For  in  a  place  where  many  inhabited,  there 
hath  been  but  one  left  a  live,  to  tell  what  became  of  the  rest ;  the  Itv* 
inge  being  (as  it  seemes)  not  able  to  bury  the  dead,  they  were  left  for 
Crowes,  Kites,  and  vermin  to  pray  upon.  And  the  l)ones  and  skulls 
upon  the  severall  places  of  their  hrjlnrations  made  such  a  si)ectacle  after 
my  comming  into  those  partes,  thai,  as  1  iravaiicd  in  that  Forrest  nere 
the  Massachussets,  it  seemed  to  mee  a  new  found  Golgatha.^ 

Cotton  Mather,  in  an  apparent  spirit  of  thankfulness,  wrote :  — 

The  Indians  in  these  Parts  had  newly,  even  about  a  Year  or  Iwo 
befoce,  been  visited  with  such  a  prodigious  Pestilence;  as  carried  away 
not  a  TenOi,  but  Ntne  Paris  tilt  Ten  { yea 't  is  said  Nineteen  of  Twenty) 
aniong  them :  so  that  the  Woods  were  almost  cleared  of  those  per> 
nicious  Creatures  to  make  Room  for  a  better  GrewtK^ 

This  pestilence,  which  was  described  by  various  names,  is 
supposed  by  recent  writers  to  have  been  the  small-pox,  which 

aquis  nation  and  inhabited,  if  a  i)cople  1813,  by  Samuel  Ani^icr  and  others  of 

of  their  roaming  habits  may  be  said  to  Maiden,  was  probably  a  Tarratine. 
have  a  fixed  habiution,  the  rejrion  east  Gorges,  Brkfe  Ifarratiom,  in  Mutt. 

of  the  Penobscot  River.    Williamson,  //isf.  Co// .  xxvl.  qo. 
History  of  Maine,  i.  513,  gives  a  sped-       "  Morton,  Nm    English  Canaan,, 

mtn  of  tfadr  laogvage.  NidioUw  John  23. 

CicvHj,  who  was  lulled  at  Spot  Pond  in      «^  Ifother,  Afi^mBa,  i.  ch.  a. 
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in  later  instances  caused  a  great  mortality  among  the  Indians.^ 
GookiOy  writing  half  a  centuiy  later,  says  of  this  sickness:  — 

Doubtless  it  ms  some  pestilential  disease.  I  have  convened  widi 
some  old  Indians,  that  were  then  youths;  who  say,  that  the  bodies  all 

over  were  exceeding  yellow,  describing  it  by  a  yelloir  garment  they 
showed  me,  both  before  they  died,  and  afterward.*^ 

What  the  hatchet  and  the  knife  of  the  Tanratines  had  spared 
of  the  nation  of  the  Pawtuckets,  the  plague  devoured,  so  that 
but  a  feeble  remnant  remained  to  uphold  the  waning  authority 
of  Nanepashemet.  So  great  was  the  loss  that,  out  of  about 
three  thousand  men  which  the  united  tribes  could  once  muster, 
"  not  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  besides  women  and 
children,"  remained  when  Gookin  wrote.^ 

But  the  Sachem  only  escaped  the  plague  to  fall  by  the  hands 
of  his  old  enemies,  the  Tanratines,  who  again  swept  over  the 
land  and  slew  him  in  his  fort  near  Mystic  Pond  in  1619.  Two 
years  later,  Edward  Winslow  passed  along  the  banks  of  the 
Mystic  and  thus  recorded  his  observations  in  A  Relation  of  Ovr 
Voyage  to  the  Massackvsets  : — 

On  the  morrow  we  went  ashore,  all  but  two  men,  and  inarched  io 
Armet  vp  in  the  Coantrey.  Hauing  gone  three  myles,  we  came  to  a 
place  where  Come  had  beene  newly  gathered,  a  house  pulled  downe, 

an^!  the  people  gone.  A  myle  from  hence,  Nanepashemet  their  King  in 
hf«  life  time  had  Hued.    His  house  was  not  like  others,  but  a  scafibld 

w.m  lar^'fly  hnilt,  with  pooh  and  plancks  some  six  foote  from  ground, 
ttiid  lh(T  h'lu  .(  vpoii  thiit,  being  situated  on  the  top  of  a  hill. 

N«t  farrc  ir«>iii  hence  in  a  bottome,  wee  came  to  a  Fort  built  by 
tli<*ir  decroned  King,  the  manner  thus ;  There  were  pools  some  thirtie 
or  fortic  foote  long,  stucke  in  the  ground  as  thicke  as  they  could  be  set 
one  by  Another,  and  with  these  they  indosed  a  ring  some  forty  or  fifty 
ffjote  oucr.  A  tren(h  breast  high  was  digged  on  each  side;  one  way 
ihrre  w:iH  to  j^or  iiit<j  it  with  a  bridge ;  in  the  midst  of  this  PaUiiado 
•lood  Ilje  frame  of  an  house,  wherein  being  dead  he  lay  buryed. 

About  a  myle  from  hence,  we  came  to  snch  another,  but  seated  on 
the  top  uf  an  hill :  here  Nanepashemet  was  killed,  none  dwelling  in  it 
since  the  time  of  his  death.** 

Maiuiihttutd  iiiid  tts  Eiiriy  Hutory^  *•  Mourt  Relation,^.    It  was  doubt* 

s6i  IcM  the  burial  place  of  Nanepuhemet^ 

^filis.  //lit.  Clfl//.,  i>  148.  men,  or  of  their  ancestors,  which  was 

IbUl.,  i.  149.  disturbed  in  1882,  as  related  in  the  fol- 
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After  the  death  of  tiie  Sachem  and  the  retirement  of  the 

Tarradnes  his  people  again  gathered  around  the  Mystic  and 
Ruraney  Marsh,  where  tficy  dwelt,  at  the  time  of  the  settlement 

of  the  Iinglish,  under  the  general  government  of  the  widow  of 

Nanepasheuici,  the  Squa  Sachem,  and  the  local  rule  of  her  sous, 
Wonohaquaham  aiiJ  Montowampatc.*^ 

The  Squ.i  Sacliciu  appears  to  havx  had  a  large  share  uf  the 
masculine  spirit  in  her  ciMract<  r  and  to  have  been  equal  to  the 
task  of  ruling  the  scattered  bands  of  the  roving  Pawtuckets. 
She  succeeded  in  establishing  and  maintaining  authority  over 
the  domain  of  her  deceased  husband  from  Agamenticus  to  the 
Connecticut  River.  In  1621  Obbatinewat  of  Shawmut  com- 
plained that  she  was  his  enemy.*'  In  accordance  with  an  Indian 
custom  she  married  Webcowet,  the  powow  or  physician  ^  of  the 


lowing  extract,  which,  in  its  historical 
allusions,  is  as  trustworthy  as  the  aver- 
age newspaper  articles  open  local  his* 
tory.  Sagamoie  John  died  in  1633, 
among  the  English.  They  would  hardly 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  carry  his  body 
and  those  of  his  men  frum  the  lower 
Mystic  and  Rumn^  Marsh  throi^h  the 
wHdemess  to  Medford.  The  '*Car< 
ka:^'-3"  of  Indians  who  had  died  of  the 
small  pox  would  have  been  more  likely 
to  be  thrown  into  the  nearest  hole. 

"  A  year  ago  last  September,  while 
workmen  were  engaged  in  excavating 
the  earth  for  the  large  bam  of  Mr. 
Francis  Brooks  at  We>t  Medford.  the 
skeletons  of  eighteen  Indians  were  un- 
covered, found  in  sitting  posture,  to* 
pctlier  with  imiilemcius  uf  war,  pipes, 
etc.  These  bones  were  preserved,  and 
last  week  Mr.  Brooks  erected  a  monu* 
ment  to  the  memory  of  the  red  men,  on 
a  spot  between  his  residence  and  that  of 
Mr.  Conani,  his  foreman,  which  is  he< 
Iie\e  l  to  h.ive  been  the  burial  plate  of 
Sagamore  John  and  those  Mystic  In- 
diana who  inhabited  this  region.  It  is 
altout  ten  feet  high,  with  a  rough  boulder 
weighing  about  one  ton  on  the  top.  is 
rough  throughout,  with  the  exception 
of  the  panels,  on  which  are  the  follow- 
ing inscriptions:  'In  memory  of  Sag* 
amore  John  and  tbote  Myatlc  Indiana 
whoie  bones  ii«  hew;   *  1630-1884.' 


Sagamore  John,  a  friendly  man,  once 
saved  a  white  settlement  from  a  brutal 
massacre,  by  pitching  his  tent  on  the 
lii>;h  rock  on  Mr.  Edmund  T.  Hasting's 
premises  to  command  the  river,  thus 
warning  the  people  that  the  Indians 
were  in  am1>u.sh  to  slay  them  all.  All 
the  bones  saved  were  put  in  a  black 
box  in  a  brick  vault  lud  in  cement,  tn 
which  were  also  placed  the  different 
kinds  of  coiiu  of  thb  year,  and  copies 
of  the  Medford  papers.  The  whole  was 
covered  with  a  large  slab  and  firmly 
imbedded  in  cement."  Maiden  Mirrvr^ 
Aug.  2,  18S4. 

«*  "[December  y«  24,  1694.]  The 
Testimony  of  John  Devorcauxof  Marble- 
head  aged  about  Eighty  years  Tcstifielh 
&  Saith  y*  about  y*  yeare  of  Our  Lord 
One  thousand  Six  hundred  &  Thirty  J 
came  ouer  from  old  England  to  New 
England  &  y<=  place  of  my  abode  and 
residence  has  been  at  Salem  &  Marble- 
head  Euer  Since  &  when  J  came  hither 
here  was  an  old  Sqwah  Called  old  Sqwaw 
Sachem  y<^  Sqwaw  of  y*  Dec"*  Sachem 
Which  had  ihrcu  reputed  Sons  viz  John 
James  &  George  whoe  were  y"=  Reputed 
Sachems  &  Owners  of  all  y  "  Lands  in 
these  parts  as  Salem  Marblehead  Linn 
&  as  fair  as  Mtstidc.**  Entx  C«.  Dudt, 

Jti  t32- 

*  Mourt,  Relation,  57. 

I  priestf  coojttfort  or  sorcerer* 
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tribe»  of  whom  we  know  but  little  beyond  the  fact  of  his  mar- 
riage. He  subscribed  to  some  papers,  and  he  is  mentioned  as 
taking  an  interest  in  the  efforts,  which  were  being  made,  in  1647, 
to  christianize  the  Indians.** 

In  1639  the  two  signed  a  deed  by  which  they  conveyed  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  with  some  reservations,  all  the 
lands  which  the  Court  had  granted  them,  including  the  bounds 
of  the  present  cities  of  Maiden  and  Everett  and  the  town  of 
Melrose.  This  document  is  of  interest  to  us  as  being  the  first 
and  only  conveyance  of  the  aboriginal  title  in  the  territory  which 
we  occupy.  The  consideration,  or  "  sattisfaction,"  proves  how 
little  the  Indians  valued  their  rights  and  how  cheaply  the  settlers 
quieted  their  claims. 

The  1 5'!' of  the  2.  m'^  i^'39 

Wee  Web  Cowet  &  Squaw  Saciiem  do  sell  vnto  the  Jnbabitants  of 
the  Towne  of  Charlestowne,  all  the  land  with  in  the  lines  granted 
them  by  the  Court  (excepting  the  formes  and  the  giound,  on  the  West 
<tf  the  two  great  Ponds  called  misticke  ponds,  from  the  South  side  of 
ro'  Nowells  lott,  neere  the  vpp'  end  of  the  Ponds,  vnto  the  little  ninnet 
that  Cometh  from  Cap*  Cookes  mills  which  the  Squaw  reserveth  to  their 
vse,  for  her  life,  for  the  Indians  to  plant  and  hunt  vpon,  and  the  weare 
above  the  Ponds,  they  also  reserve  for  the  Jndians  to  fish  at  whiles  the 
Squaw  liveth,  and  after  the  death  of  Squaw  Sachem  shee  doth  leave  all 
her  lands  from  xi£,  Mayhues  house**  to  neeie  Salem  to  the  present 
Governor,  m'  Jn?  Winthrop  Sen',  m'  Jnciease  Nowell,  m'  Jn*  Wilson^ 
m'  Edward  Gibons  to  dispose  of,  and  all  Jndians  to  depart,  and  Ibr 

•*  Sbattuck,  Histoty  of  Concord,  25.  at  Meadford  hou*e,  who  shewed  me  the 

By  "  in*  Mayhues  house  "  is  meauit,  aocomothtions  of  the  farme,  being  about 

I  am  con-.  :ncr  fl,  thr  house  built  l>y  Cox-  to  take  y'  said  farme  and  stork  of  him 

emor  Crailuck's  people  on  the  east  bank  and  capiaine  Will.  Ting:  and  i  testify^ 

of  the  MyatteiWhtchbatill  standing  and  that  M'  Mayhew  did  not  then  dwell  at 

which  was  known  in  the  early  days  as  Meadford  h<jusc  to  y*  bettof  my  ]CllOWl» 

"Meadford  house."    1  base  my  belief  edge.  17,10.1662." 
on  the  following  affidavits  in  MiddUux       Nicbolas  Davison   was  Ctadoi^'r 

Cturt  FUes,  in  loco.  agent  and  Mayhew  had  probaUy  OCCU> 

**  The  testimony  of  Richard  Beers,  pied  the  farm  as  tenant. 
Benjamin  Cfispe  and  Garret  Churdi,       "1634,  14  May.        Thomas  May* 

Testifieth  and  Saith  that  M'  Thomas  hewc  is  intreatcd  by  the  Court  to  examine 

Mayhue  lived  at  Mistick  alias  Meadford  what  hurt  the  swyne  of  Charlton  hath 

in  y*  years  one  thouMnd  tlx  btttidf«d  done  amongst  the  Indeaa  banes  of 

thirty  and  six.    Charla*Towne  the  17*  come,  on  the  north  side  of  Misticke, 

of  the  10*^,  1662.**  &  accordingly  the  inhabitants  of  Charl- 

<*  I  Joseph  Hills  aged  about  te  yeaies  ton  p^isetb  to  giue  them : 

testify  that  about  1638.  M'  Davison  lived  Mast,  Cih§^  Jftetrdtt  I  nt. 
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sattisfaction  from  Charkstoime,  wee  acknowledge  to  have  received  in  full 

satiisfaciion  twenty  and  one  coates  ninten  fathom  of  Wampon,  &:  three 
bushels  of  cornc.  Jn  witnes  whereof  we  have  here  vnto  sett  o'  hands, 
the  day  and  yeare  above  named.     the  inarke  of  Sv^ja  Sachem,  m": 

the  marke  of  Web  cowkt.  m. 

Subecribed  in  the 

p'senc*  oflF 

Jn?  Humpherv 

ROBFRT  FeAKE.** 

1  his  is  to  testifie  that  the  aforenamed  purchase  was  made  at  the 
charges  of  the  Jnhabiuants  of  Charlestowne,  and  to  their  vse,  and  for  so 
much  as  lyeth  with  in  their  Umitts,  we  do  aooofdingiy  rei>igne,  and  yeld 
vp  all  our  interest  therein  to  the  vae  of  the  said  towne,  according  to 
the  tnist  reposed  in  vs.   lo^  m*  iS***,  1659. 

Jn?  WiNTHitop  G9t^nr» 
Jncrease  Nowell. 
Jn?  Wilson. 

Enued  6l  Recorded.    2j*?  8m?  1656. 

By  Thomas  Danforth  Recorder,^ 

In  1644  the  Squa  Sachem,  with  othr-rs,  formally  submitted  to 
the  colonial  authority  by  subscribing  an  instrument  in  which 
the  hand  of  the  Indian  is  little  apparent :  — 

Wossaroegon,  Nashowanon,  Cutshamache,  Mascanomet,  &  Squa 
Sachim  did  volentarily  submit  themselves  to  us,  as  appeareth  by 
their  covenant  subscribed  w""  their  own  hands,  hear  following,  & 
olh'  articles  to  w    they  consented. 

Wee  have  &  by  these  presents  do  voluntarily,  &c  w'  out  any  constranu 
or  perswasion,  but  of  o^  owne  istt  motion,  put  tf^selues,  cF  Sttluects,  lands, 
tt  estates  under  the  government  &  itirisdictioo  of  the  Massachusets, 
to  bee  governed  &  protected  by  them,  according  to  their  iust  lawes  & 
orders*  so  fiur  as  wee  shalbee  made  capable  of  understanding  them ; 
&  wee  do  promise  for  o'selues,  &  all  o'  subiects,  &  all  o'  posterity,  to 

"  Ffodiingham,  HUhrf  tf  Ckartn-  George  had  begun  to  "trouUe*'  the 

/(^row,  67,  inake>  tfii>,  Rnbert  Heake — an  English  about  Ms  l.intl.     T:intiary  13, 

unkoown  name.  Robert  Feake,  the  wit-  id^l^  ,  the  Squa  Sachem  and  Webcowet, 

nee*,  was  of  Watertown,  where  he  died  in  ccmeidcratien  of  "many  kindnesses 

February-  r,  166%.     Mount  Fcake  in  and  bcnefites  "  and  "  for  our  tende  r  loue 

Waltham  was  named  in  bis  memory.  &  good  respect"  deeded  to  Jotham 

*  Afiddfetex  C*.  t>Mdt^  \,  190  (orig*  Gibbons  the  reversion  of  the  lands 

inal  vol  ).    It  will  he  noticed  that  scv-  around  llic    Mystic   ponds  which  had 

enteen  years  elapsed  before  this  deed  been  reserved  in  the  Charlestown  deed, 

was  recorded.  When  it  was  finaHy  put  Sufftlk  Ca  Dui$t  L  43;  MiddUwt  Ctf. 

upon  record  the  Squa  Sachem  had  been  Dud$f  L  I91. 
read  bve  or  six  years,  and  Sagamore 
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bee  troe  &  faithful!  to  the  said  government,  &  ayding  to  Ae  maiii- 

tenance  thereof,  to  o'  best  ability,  &  fro"  time  to  time  to  give  speedy 
notice  of  any  conspiracy,  attempt,  or  evill  intension  of  any  which  wee 
shall  know  or  heare  of  against  the  same  ;  &  wee  do  promise  to  bee  willing 
fru"'  time  to  time  to  bee  instructed  in  the  Icnowledg  &  worship  of  God. 
In  witaes  vhcieof  wee  have  beieunto  put  </  hands  the  8*^  of  the  first 
m*,  %  z643-i644> 

CUTSHAMACHE, 

N  A'^HOWANON, 
U\ifvSAMECON, 
MASKANOMrrX, 

Sola  Sachim.** 

Several  questions  relating  to  morals  followed  the  sici^ning  of 
this  "  volentary  "  submission,  the  answcrsi  to  which  are  fully  set 
forth  in  the  Colony  Records.  Two  of  them  would  be  regarded 
as  especially  creditable  to  the  Indian  character,  did  we  not 
remember  that  the  \  Ices  referred  to  are  vices  of  civilized  and 
not  of  savage  life.  They  said  "  they  know  not  w»  swerini;  is 
among  y"/'  and  that  it  was  their  custom  **to  honor  their 
parents  and  their  superiors."  At  the  close  they  gave  the  £ng- 
lish  twenty-stx  fathoms  of  wampum  and  received  five  coats  of 
red  cloth  and  a  potful  of  wine. 

Little  is  known  of  the  Squa  Sachem  beyond  what  has  been 
related.  With  other  Indians  she  had  sold  a  large  tract  of  land 
at  Concord,  in  1637 ;  and  she  had  conveyed  to  Jotham  Gibbons 
the  reversion  of  her  lands  which  she  had  reserved  in  the  Charles- 
town  deed.  In  1640  the  General  Court  ordered  Cambridge  **  to 
give  Squa  Sachem  a  coate  every  winter  while  shee  liveth."  Thb 
order  apparently  was  not  obeyed,  for  the  next  year  '*  Cambridge 
was  entoned  to  give  Squa  Sachem  so  much  corne  as  to  make  up 
35  bushels,  &  4  coates  for  the  last-  year  and  this."**  Her  needs 

Alas$.  Coi^ny  Haords,  ii-  53.   Cut*  friendship  for  the  English  fonned  hO 

shomache  was  a  sadiem,  or  sagamore,  great  a  contrast  to  the  enmity  of  his 

from  near  the  lUue  lfil!~ :  Nish  nvinon,  savage  s  ^T.  ;aC(inur.  or  Philip, 
a  Nipmuck  from  VVachuset;  and  Mas-  ^  It  appears  by  these  orders  that  she 
kanomett  was  that  sagamore  of  Agawara  had  some  special  claim  on  the  town  of 
who  is  (.^tfwhcre  called  Masconr-nnmo  Citnl  ri i!^.  :  u.  !  .1  clause  in  the  deed  to 
Drake,  Jlutory  of  tkt  Indmnt,  106,  sup-  Jotham  Gibbons,  Suffolk  C*i  Detdst  i, 
poses  Wossamegon  to  have  been  no  43,  indicates  that  she  maj  hare  coo- 
other  than  the  great  Wampanoag.  or  vi-yed  land  there.  Cambridge  agreed, 
Pokanoket,    chief    Mas«asoit,    whose  April  10, 164J.  "to pay  to  Sqoa  Sachem 
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seemed  not  to  require  attention  for  awhile;  but  in  1643,  the 
Court  granted  her  "  haulfe  a  pound  of  c^unpowdcr  "  and  ordered 
"her  peece  to  be  mended;"  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
she  was  allowed  to  buy  "  I  lb  of  powder  &  4  lb  of  shot."** 
After  the  submission  and  catechizing  of  1644,  >.\'ic  disappears 
from  sii^ht  and  nothing  more  is  licard  of  her.  A  pathetic  story 
is  told  of  iicr  as  being  old,  blind,  and  worn-out;  and  with  little 
reason  it  has  been  supposed  that  she  was  the  "  ould  "  blind  Nip- 
muck  squa  who  died  in  1667  in  consequence  of  ill  treatment 
received  from  a  party  of  Narragansetts ;  but  the  testimony  of 
Richard  Church,  preserved  in  the  Court  hies  of  Middlesex 
County,  shows  that  she  died  about  the  year  1650.''"  Old  she 
may  have  been,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  she  was  blind. 

Wonohaquaham,  or  Sagamore  John  of  VVinnisimmct,  "  of 
gentle  and  good  disposition,"*^  whom  Thomas  Dudley  describes 
as  "  a  handsome  young  man,  conversant  with  us,  affecting  Eng- 
lish apparel  and  houses,  and  speaking  well  of  our  God,"  ^ 
dwelt  "  upon  a  creek  which  meets  with  the  mouth  of  Charles 
River."  ®^  This  is  the  creek,  now  known  as  Island-End  River, 
or  Chelsea  Crrek,  which  runs  t!irough  the  marshes  between 
Powdcr-Horn  Hill  and  W'innisimmet  into  the  Mystic  at  Worm- 
wood Point  in  Everett.  Here,  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek, 
near  its  mouth,  Samuel  Maverick  built  a  fortified  house  in  1625, 
which  the  savages  attacked.  They  were  so  warmly  received 
that  they  "  never  attempted  it  more,"  to  their  sincere  regret  in 
after  years.^  John  gave  Raiph  Sprague  and  his  brothers  "  free 


8  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  after  next  har- 
vest;" and  again,  November  ii,  1643, 
"Agreed,  that  the  cow-keepers  shall  pay 
six  bushels  of  corn  to  Squa  Sachem  for 
the  damage  done  to  her  corn,  upon  the 
Sablrath  day.  through  the  neglect  of  the 
keepers  in  the  year  1642."  Cf.  Paige, 
Hhtory  oj  CamMige^  384. 

*•  Mast  Cattnf  Re€»rds,  i.  9^  317 ; 

"  Testtmony  of  Richard  Church, 
Jan.  15,  iden/^:  "soone  after  Squaw 
Sachems  Death  ^  to  the  best  of  his 
Nmembiwice  was  in  the  yeare  1650.'' 
Mid^nex  Cmri  FiU$^  in  Ion. 


Charlestmon  Record!^  in  Young, 
ChronuUs  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  374. 

Young,  Ckrtnkits  9/  Mattaekutettt 
Bay,  307. 

Hutchinson,  History  of  Massathu- 
sHtt  Bay,  i.  461.    Ed.  1760. 

Sometimes  corrupted  to  Wormall's 
Point ;  and  at  different  times  known  as 
Sweetser'i,  Beacham's,  and  Van  Voor- 
his's  Point,  from  the  ownets  ol  the 
adjacent  lands. 

Maverick.  Pni-fe  Discriptionof  Xno 
England,  in  N.  E.  Hist,  ond  Gtneat, 
Repst<r,  xjuux.  38. 
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consent "  to  settle  at  Mishawum,  where  they  founded  the  town 
of  Charlestown  in  1629.^  His  tendencies  towards  civilization 
did  not  prevent  him  from  going  with  thirty  men,  in  1632.  to  the 
assistance  of  the  celebrated  Narragansett  chief  Canontcus,  who 
was  fighting  the  Pcquots  in  Connecticut.®* 

Montowampate,  called  James  by  the  English,  was  the  saga- 
more of  Saugus.  Compared  with  his  brother  Wonohaquaham 
he  is  said  to  have  been  "  of  a  far  worse  dfatposition,  yet  repaireth 
often  to  us."  ^  In  1629  he  married  Wenuchus,  daughter  of 
the  great  Bashaba  Passaconaway  of  Pennacook.^  There  is  a  ro> 
mantle  and  somewhat  amusii^  story  of  Indian  stubbornness  and 
fatherly  dignity  connected  with  this  marriage,  which  the  curious 
reader  may  find  in  Morton's  New  English  Canaan/^  and  which 
Mr.  Whittier  has  embalmed  in  his  "  Bridal  of  Pennacook,"  trans- 
ferring, however,  with  a  poet*s  licence,  the  husband's  place  to 
his  brother  Wenepoykin  and  the  time  to  a  later  generation. 

In  1631  the  Mystic  Indians  were  terrified  by  another  inroad 
of  their  old  enemies,  the  Tarratines,  "  who  they  said  would  eat 
such  Men  as  they  caught  alive,  tying  them  to  a  Tree,  and  gnaw* 
ing  their  flesh  by  peece*meales  off  their  Bones;"  and  many  of 
them  fled  among  the  English  for  protection.*"*  During  this  in- 
road, both  Wonohaquaham  and  Montowampate,  who  perhaps 
had  gone  to  the  assistance  of  their  fellow  sagamore,  Mascono* 
nomo,  were  wounded  at  Agawam ;  and  Wenuchus  was  carried 
away  captive  as  far  east  as  Pemaquid,  where  she  was  ransomed 
by  Abraham  Shurte.*  Tradition  says  that  soon  after  Monto* 
wampate  went  to  England  in  search  of  a  man  named  Watts,  who 
had  •*  forced  him  "  of  twenty  beaver  skins.'* 

About  the  sitne  I  imc  the  Ifiifians  began  to  be  quarrelsome  touching 
the  Bounds  of  the  Land  which  they  had  sold  to  the  F.ti-^!t<h  ;  btJt 
God  ended  the  Controversy  by  sending  the  Small-pox  amongst  the 

**  CharltstowH  Xtemrds,  in  Young,  "  Morton,  Jfian  Et^gNth  Quuoh, 

Chrmtults  of  Mitsmchusttls  Bay,  374.  38-40. 

Winthrop,  Ihstory  of  New  Eng-  Johnson,    IVondtr-ieorking  Previ' 

laud,  i.  72.  demtt  50 

«*  Dudley's  Letter,  in  Young.  ChrmU'  •»  1 1  ubbard.  History  of  Nrw  Eni'hnd, 

cUs  of  AfassaektiseUt  Bay,  yyj.  145;  Winthrop,  History  of  New  Eng- 

^  On  the  Iferrimack,  now  Conoofd,  l»td,  i.  61. 

N.  H.  TO  cf.  Winthrop,  mtt9ry  ^  AV» 


England,  i.  49. 
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Intiuini  at  Saui^ust,  who  were  before  thnt  Time  exceeding  numerous. 
Whole  lowns  of  ihcm  were  swept  away,  in  some  of  them  not  so  much 
as  ooe  Soul  escaping  the  Destructioo.  There  are  some  old  Planters 
surviving  to  this  Day,  who  helped  to  buiy  the  dead  Indians^  even  whole 
Familyes  of  them  aU  dead  at  once.'* 

Other  writers  attest  the  truth  of  this  story.  Edward  Johnson 
writes :  — 

The  mortnlity  among  them  was  very  great,  and  increased  among  them 
d-iilv  m  av  and  more,  insomuch  that  the  poore  Creattires  being  very 
timorous  of  ileath,  would  faine  have  (led  from  it,  but  couid  not  tell  liow, 
nnlesse  they  could  have  gone  from  themselves;  Relations  were  little 
regarded  among  them  at  this  time,  so  that  many,  who  were  smitten 
with  the  Disease  died  helpksse  unlesse  they  were  neare»  and  known 
to  the  EngtishJ^ 

This  disease  spread  among  the  Indians  from  the  Connecticut 
to  the  Penobscot.  Seven  hundred  of  the  Narr^ansett  tribe, 
alone,  are  said  to  have  perished.  Many  of  the  English  took 
their  lives  in  their  hands  and  went  among  the  sick  and  dying, 
administering  relief  and  consolation.  They  '*  were  very  frequent 
among  them  for  all  the  noysomenesse  of  their  Disease,  entring 
their  Wigwams,  and  exhorting  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord.'* 
Governor  Winthrop  records  that  Elias  Maverick  of  Winnisimmet, 
who  buried  above  thirty  of  Wonohaquaham's  people  in  one 
day,  "is  worthy  of  a  perpetual  remembrance.  Himself,  his 
wife,  and  servants,  went  daily  to  them,  ministered  to  their  ne- 
cessities, and  buried  their  dead,  and  took  home  many  of  their 
children.  So  did  other  of  the  neighbours."  ^ 

Wonohaquaham,  falling  sick,  was  taken  among  the  Enc^lisli 
at  his  own  request,  promising,  "if  he  recovered,  to  live  with 
them  and  serve  their  God."  He  died  December  5,  1633,  «'  in  a 
persuasion  that  he  should  go  to  the  Enc^Iishmcn's  God."  His 
son,  a  child  whom  lie  gave  to  Rev.  John  Wilson  of  Boston,  "  to 
be  brought  up  by  him,"  probably  died  also,  as  \vc  hear  nothing 
more  of  him,-'  and  but  three  of  the  children  who  were  taken  by 

^  yiz^«t,£arfy Ifu$9iy9/ NemEug^  Prm'idfnce,  5r;  Winthrop,  iSfSwi^  ^ 

Und,  no.  New  England,  i.  120. 

"  Jobason,  WbmUryworiiMg  Pttm^  Johnson  says  he  had  two  Mns, 

dim*t  51.  Wondtr^workitr^   Pr^^'ifffrtre,   52.  Per- 

^  Cf.     Johjuon,     Wonderworking  haps  one  died  before  the  father. 
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the  English  were  h'ving  three  months  later.  One  of  them  was 
living  in  the  taniily  of  Governor  \\inthiup  and  "was  called 
Kiiow-God,  (the  Indians'  usual  aiiawer  being  when  they  were 
put  in  mind  of  God,  Mc  no  know  God)." 

By  the  death  of  VVonohaquaham  and  Montuwampate,  their 
brother  \Vciicj)»)\  kin,  then  about  sev  enteen  years  of  age,  became 
chief  of  the  smail  band  of  Indians  remaining  in  this  vicinity.'' 
He  was  known  to  the  Kni;lish  as  George  Rumney-Marsh,  from 
the  i)lace  of  his  abode  near  Powder-Horn  Hill;  and  he  married 
Ahawayct,  daughter  of  Poquanum,  or  Black  William,  who  sold 
Nahant  to  Thomas  Dexter  for  **  a  suite  of  Cloathes,"  and  soon 
after  resold  it,  together  with  Swampscott  and  Sagamore  Hill,  to 
William  Witter  '*  for  two  pestle  stones."  The  latter  sale  ap> 
pears  to  have  been  considered  of  importance  by  the  Indians,  as 
Monto'waropate,  Wonohaquaham,  Wenepoykin,  Mascononomo 
of  Agawam,  and  others  were  present.'^  The  Indians  had  very 
limited  ideas  of  the  transfer  of  property,  and  there  is  no  lack  of 
proof  that  they  were  often  outwitted  in  their  transactions. 

George  Rumney-Marsh  had  a  son,  Manatooquis,^  and  three 

"  Wva.\hxo^,Hut«ty0/  New  England,  wrote  ouer  Then  to  Thiex  friends  in 

i.  134.  England  S'^  y*  y«  Jndlan  name  of  ^ 

^  lie  had  lived  at  Naumktag,  where  place  where  they  were  building  a  Towne 

he  had  a  village,  and  came  to  the  Mystic  Called  balem  was  NaamlRke."  Essrx 

after  the  death  of  hn  hrothen.  The  6V.  Deeds,  xi.  13s. 

Rev.  John  lligginson,  "Pastor  of  y*-  ^  Esiex   Court   Files,   April,  1657. 

Church  at  Salem  "  testified,  December  This  double  «ale  did  not  prevent  We> 

25,  1694: —  nepoykin  himself  from  inmiferritig  the 

"To  y«  bc^^t  of  mv  Remembrance  saniL- territory  at  a  later  date;  for,  April 

when  J  came  Ouer  with  my  father  to  I,  1633,  be  mortgaged  to  Nicholas  Davi- 

this  place  in  y*  yeare  1629  being  then  «on,  for  twenty  pound*  "dew  many 

about  13  ycares  old  there  was  in  these  yeercs  since  vnto  tn'  mathew  Craddock 

parts  a  Widow  Woman  Called  Sqwaw  deceased  all  that  Tracke  or  necke  of 

Sachem  who  had  3  Sons  Sagamore  John  Land  Comonty  Called  Nahant'^  Smfi 

kept  at   Mistick  Sagamore  James  at  folk  CV.  Deeds,  i.  20$.    This  mortgage 

Saugust  &  Sagamore  George  here  at  was  to  have  been  satisfied  "  within 

Naomkeke   Whether  he  was  an  Actual  twenty  dajes ;  **  bot  no  record  of  its  dia« 

Sachem  here  J  Cannot  Say  for  he  was  charge  appears,  and  it  was  not  recorded 

young  then  about  my  Age  &  J  thinke  until  May  2t,  1652,  some  time  after  the 

there  was  an  Elder  man  y*  was  at  least  twenty  days  had  expired, 

his  Guardian  bnl  y*  Jndian  Towne  of  Otherwise  Samuel  Manatooquis, 

wigwams  was  on  y*  North  Side  of  y*  or  Manatahqua.    This  only  son  died 

North  riuer  not  farre  from  Simondes*  before  Sagamore  George,  leaving  by 

&  y  both  y*  North  &  South  Side  of  his  squa,  Ahicail.  two  sons,  Xonupa- 

that  Riuer  was  together  Called  Naum-  nohow,  or  David  Kunkshamooshaw,  and 

kcke  So  that  J  remember  Seuerall  that  Samuel  Wattanob,  who  were  living  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


DrSCOVEREXS  AND  INDIANS. 


41 


daughters,  Petagunsk,  Wattaquattinusk,  and  Petagoonaquah. 
The  unpoetic  Puritans  called  one  Cicely,  Su  George,  or 
Susanna,  and  to  another  gave  the  name  of  Sarah.^  Ahawayet 
was  transformed  to  Joan,  and  Wenepoykin,  himself,  became  in 
after  years  *'  old  Sagamore  George  No  Nose,'*  perhaps  from  a 
facial  peculiarity.  But  little  is  known  of  Sagamore  George  until 
after  die  death  of  his  mother,  the  Squa  Sachem,  when  he  pre- 
sent^ to  die  General  Court  the  following  petition  and  declara- 
tion: — 

To  y        ll'"r^y  Gif:  the  Wor^  Dept  GtTn^ s  6*  magistrates  of 
this  koif^  Courte, 

The  humble  PettioMa  (^Geofge  Jndian,  humbly  Requesting  Whtreas 
ytf  Feticon',  hath  often  besought  this  hon'=^  Courte  to  consider  his 

condicon,  &  weigliing  sure  Oroiinds-  ciiedcnc  ns  he  iuuh  i)roduced 
to  declare  iS:  manifest  his  interest  \:  Ju^^t  'I  itlc  to  the  Lands  of  his  late 
brother  dert-ased.  on  mistick  side,  ^  cunceiueing  the  hon  •  courte  to 
be  suficientiy  intormed  &  possessed  with  the  truth  1^  t^quitie  uf  iiis 
cause  in  and  aboute  the  same  That  now  at  Last  out  of  yo'  Great  clem- 
ency &  compastion  towards  yoF  poore  Jndian  &  Petitioner,  you  will 
bee  pleased  to  vouchsafe  him  somme  small  parte  parcell  or  propor^ 
tion  of  his  inheritance  for  himselfe  &  company  to  plant  in,  which  he 
only  is  bould  to  put  you  in  Remembranc  of  as  heitofore  not  doubt* 


1656,  and  joined  in  the  several  deeds 
whidi  were  given  to  the  English  in  that 
and  the  prtcediny  yi-.ir. 

'»  Lewis,  Hiitoty  ef  Lynn,  39,  gives 
these  tnclian  girls  tliree  Engli^  names, 
aii  !  affnt^  I' )  distinguish  between  them, 
lie  says  they  were  Cicely  or  bu  George, 
Sarah,  and  Susanna;  but  I  cannot  sep- 
arate Cicfly.  ntiirgc,  .md  Susanna, 
which  iffpcax  to  me  a»  names  of  one 
person  in  the  three  deeds  of  the  Rum- 
tu  y  M  u-h,  iiul  I.ynnand  Reading  lands 
given  in  i6i>5  and  1686.  As  "Cisly  and 
Sarah  two  Sarvrving  daughters  of  the 

Saggamore  George  "  are  mentioned, 
and  Thomas  Poquanum,  brother  of 
Ahawayet.  testifies  that  "  Sagamore 
(i  j  'ii;.  left  two  daughters  name  Sicilye 
and  barah,"  it  is  evident  that  one  of  the 
Anee  had  previonsly  died.  Su  C.eorge 
had  a  son  John  Tontohqnon.  who  joined 
in  a  deed  with  bis  mother  in  1686.  Wat> 


tatinusk,  wife  of  Peter  Ephraini  of  Na- 
ticlt,  appears  in  the  same  deed,  and  may 
have  been  a  daughter  of  Saiah  Watta- 
quattinusk, who  also  appears  at  the 
same  time;  Imt  perhaps  it  is  more 
probable  that  she  wis  daughter  d  Ya* 
wata,  the  sister  of  Wenepoykin. 

Mr.  Lewis  further  informs  us  that 
the  daughters  of  George  were  collec- 
tively "called  Wanapanaquin,  or  the 
plumed  onen."  In  the  Indian  deed  of 
Marblehead,  Sarah  is  called  by  an  evi. 
dent  change  of  spelling.  "  Sarah  Wana- 
panequin,"  being  elsewhere  in  the  .same 
paper  referred  to  a.s  "  Sarah  Wenepaw* 
weekin."  and  her  sister  .t;  '"Susannah 
Wenepawweekin,"  both  d-tughters  of 
"George  Saggamore  als  Wenepawwee- 
kin." Essex  Cc.  Ditds,  vii.  Mr. 
Lewis  saw  through  a  veil  of  romance 
which  was  unfavorable  to  accuracy- 
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To  du  Right  w«r  John  BndUot  Cow."  ele.  The  humble  fxtition  of 
John  NeufgaUtJohm  Cogpne^  Robert  Keaynf%  SamueU  Cok^  NUhoias 
Jhriher,  6*  oAir  inha^iants  of  Rumne  Marsh  Sh&we^ 

That  whereas  this  HoiKwed  Court  ha^;  formerly  giuen  that  necke  of 
Land,  caled  by  the  Name  of  Rumne  Marsh :  diuers  years  since  to 
Boston,  for  the  accomodation  of  that  Towne  and  the  Townsmen 
thereof  hath  •loiiided  the  same  to  many  of  there  Jnhabitants,  Some 
where  of  h  uh  sotiM  \:  p  issed  ouer  there  Aiotments  to  others,  and  many 
alsoe  hauc  bought  much  of  there  Land  there,  and  Layd  out  the  greatest 
pt  of  there  estates,  in  Buildinge,  ffensinge,  plantinge  &c,  and  have 
iniojed  the  same  peacably  for  these  sixtene  years  &  vpwards :  as  is  the 
condition  of  most  of  yo'  Petitioned :  And  yet  now  haue  the  Htle  of 
there  Land  called  into  Question  by  sagamore  George  and  Indian,  by 
some  pretence  of  dayme  that  he  makes  thereto,  and  vpon  that  pre- 
tence (though  he  haue  lyen  quiet  soe  many  years  iV  netter  made  any 
clayme  thereto,  yet  Lately  by  the  instigation  of  some  discoiitenied,  or 
disaffected  persons  as  we  verely  su impose,  he  hath  bine  full  of  molesta- 
tion to  yo'  [)etitione'*.  and  hath  by  way  of  Petition  brought  vs  twise 
into  the  Gene"*  Court,  who  after  strict  inquire  by  committes  chosen  on 
purpose  to  examine  it  found  no  Just  ground  of  clayme,  &  there  ^'pon 
reiected  his  Petitions,  yet  after  this,  by  Petition  agayne,  he  brought  vs 
before  oure  flonored  Magistrates,  at  countie  Court  at  Boston,  who  after 
heannge  all  that  he  cutild  aktlgc  \:  some  thit  pleaded  for  him,  it  was 
liciermmcd  that  they  saw  no  right  he  hati,  nor  any  Just  ground  of  his 
molestation,  but  that  he  ought  to  be  quiet,  w"'  w'^  we  thought  he  liad 
bine  fiiUy  satisfied,  and  that  we  should  neuer  haue  beard  more  of  it,  yet 
the  Last  country  Court  at  Boston,  he  serued  vs  all  agayne  by  way  of 
question,  wherafter  we  had  attended  all  that  Court,  we  at  Lwt  Non- 
suted  him,  &  had  costs  granted  vs.  And  yet  he  still  threttens  vs  w* 
farther  sutes. 

Vpon  all  w grounds,  as  alsoe  because  this  is  not  oir  case  alone,  but 
the  Case  of  many  other  I'ownes,  ^  soe  by  consequence  of  the  whole 
cuntrye :  for  if  he  can  preuayle  to  draw  vs  to  any  composition,  or  to 
pt  wth  any  of  ou'  Land,  than  he  intends  to  doe  the  Like  to  Lyn  &c  as 
he  hath  threatned.  And  accordinge  to  his  successe  other  Jndians 
wilbe  incoraged  to  Lay  clayme,  not  only  to  the  ffimnes  belonginge  to 
other  Townes.  but  to  the  Townes  them  selues,  as  some  bane  bine  for- 
war  l  enough  to  expresse  them  seines  that  way. 

Therefo'  yo'  pctitiono"  pray  this  Honored  Court  to  take  it  into 
there  wise  coi»tdetation  and  to  prouide  some  way  by  some  Order  of 
Court,  that  no  Jndian  shall  make  clayme  nor  any  of  the  English  shall 
tender  composition,  after  soe  many  yea's  quiet  posesston  as  some  other 
Courts  haue  done,  or  how  else  you  in  yo'  wisdomes  shall  judge  best, 
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that  KM  not  only  yo'  Petitioners  may  haue  Jndemnitie  agaynst  such 

continual!  and  vniust  molcatations  (haueingc  no  other  way  to  helpe 
ou'  sclues.  for  if  we  rccoue'  any  ihinge  they  haue  nothinge  to  pay)  but 
alsoe  the  wliolc  cuaUy  may  be  cleared  from  such  i)rctcuded  Titles,  w'" 
if  not  timely  preucnted  may  proue  ot  very  bad  cousequenc  And 
Y(/  Petitions"  shall  euer  pray.  &c 

Robert  Keayne 

John  Cogan 

John  Newgate 

James  Penn 

Samuel  Cule 

George  Burden." 

The  answer  to  this  petition  is  thus  recorded :  — > 

[1651:  14  October.]    Capt  Robt  Keayne»  M'  Joh  Coggan,  M' 

Newgate,  M'  I'cn,  Samuel  Cole,  &  George  Burden,  preferinge  a  petition 
for  rclcife  in  reaped  of  viijust  molestation,  as  they  concciue,  from  Saga- 
more George,  prtlcuUuig  a  tytle  lo  certaync  land'  ai  or  about  Rumny 
Haisb,  in  answer  to  which  this  Courie  doih  order  that  their  petition  be 
graunted,  provided  that  the  petitiooo"  lay  out  twenty  acots  of  good 
plantinge  land  in  some  convenient  place,  such  as  this  Courte  shall 
approue  off,  for  Sagamor  Cieorge  to  make  vse  off ;  but  if  Georg  Saga* 
mor  sell  it,  the  petition"  are  to  hnuc  the  refusall  of  it.  And  it  is  also 
further  ordrcd  that  if  the  petition'  shall  rL-fuse  to  lay  (Uit  twenty  acors 
of  good  planting  land,  as  ir>  before  exprest,  that  then  the  bti  S  igamur  is 
permitted  the  benefut  of  the  law  to  recouer  what  right  he  hath  to  the 
]and.*« 

The  (Iciiiocratic  deputies,  as  appears  elsewhere,  would  have 
increased  this  meagre  allowance  to  forty  acres;  but  the  cunscr- 
vative  magistrates  refused  to  concur  in  so  liberal  a  measure.** 
The  "  poore  Jndiaii  &  Petitioner"  was  silenced  for  a  time,  if  not 
satisfied,  by  this  paltry  grant,  which  appears  not  to  have  been 
laid  out  at  once;  for  we  have  evidence  that  he  again  presented 
his  "  clajme,"  eighteen  years  later.  Unfortunately  the  petition 
which  he  presented  to  the  General  Court  is  not  in  its  place 
in  the  Massachusetts  Archives,  and  we  can  only  guess  at  its 
tenor  ;^  but  the  answer  which  he  received  is  before  us,  and 

**  Matt.  Arthivest  xxx.  a6.  that  unfortunate  disarrangement  of  pa* 

•*  Mass.  Colony  Records,  \\\.  25a.  per?;  which  is  .»  c!:-i!^mcf  to  the  State 

*^  Mass,  Anhh'ts,  xxx.  36.  and  a  cau^t:  uf  v  taxation  10  scholars. 

^  It  may  be  said  that  many  docu*  The  paper  in  question  has  not  beca 

ments  are  not  in  thdr  ^rtftr  places  in  found.  By  the  cnide  system  of  arrange' 
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shows  how  hopelessly  closed,  to  the  Indian,  were  the  avenues 
which  led  to  justice :  — 

[1669  :  19  May.]    In  ans'  to  the  petition  of  Georg  Sagamore,  the 

Court  declares  that  his  clnime  mentioned  in  his  petition  concernes  not 
the  CTcnerall  Court  to  determine,  but  leaue  him  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  land  to  give  him  as  they  &  he  shall  agree." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  the  parties  were  able  to 
agree ;  and  we  might  find  that  the  grant  was  located,  if  at  all, 
in  some  eligible  place  where  it  would  not  be  likely  to  interfere 
with  the  settlers.  The  strength  of  his  friendship  for  the  English 
thereafter  does  not  appear  to  have  been  strong. 

Having  by  the  death  of  the  Squa  Sachem  become  the  chief  of 
the  Pawtuckets  and  the  nominal,  if  not  the  real,  head  of  the 
Nipmucks,  who  occupied  the  land  westward  to  the  Connecticut 
River,  he  joined  Philip  in  the  bloody  war  of  i^jy^  About  the 
same  time,  the  few  remaining  Rumney  Marsh  Indians  left  the 
banks  of  the  Myotic  and  the  Abousett  and  retired  among  their 
brethren,  the  Praying  Indians,  at  Natick  and  at  Wamesit,  now 
Tewkesbury,  near  the  Pawtucket  Falls.  There  is  evidence  that, 
while  some- of  the  Christian  Indians  remained  faithful  to  their 
pledges  and  performed  important  services  for  the  English,  there 
were  many  who  resumed  their  savage  habits  and  were  far  from 
being  agreeable  or  safe  neighbors.  Accordingly,  it  was  con- 
sidered prudent  to  put  them  under  restraint;  and  it  was  ordered 
by  the  Court,  October  13,  1675,  "that  all  the  Natickc  Indians 
be  forthwith  sent  for,  &  disposed  of  to  Dearc  Island,  as  the  place 
appointed  for  their  present  aboade."  * 

At  the  same  time,  tliose  of  Wamesit  were  "  veheiiienll)'  sus- 
pected to  be  actors  &:  consentors  to  the  burning  of  a  haystacke 
at  Chelmsford;  and  two  strangers,  who  were  seized  and  sold 
as  suspected  spies,  but  who  were  really  peaceable  Indians  wlio 
had  Come  in  from  Wannalancet  of  Pennacook,  were  fi)und 
among  them.    And  so,  "  It  is  ordered,  that  the  niajo'  generall 


ment  which  prevdb  it  should  be  under 
"  lodiaos  " ;  it  may  be  classified  with 
** Taverns,"  or  hidden  in  the  bulky  vol- 
anei  which  are  labelled  ^'Miseellaneoas." 


•«  Ibid.,  V.  57. 
•  Ibid. 
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forthwith  take  order  to  secure  the  Indians  at  Wame«cke»  & 
\  >  about  Chelmsford." 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  condition  of  the  Indians  upon 
the  bleak  islands  of  Boston  Harbor»  where  they  were  now  placed, 
'  *  during  a  long  winter,  was  particularly  pleasant,  or  that  they  were 

supplied  with  many  comforts  beyond  the  mere  necessities  of  life, 
although  there  were  appointed  "meet  p'sons  to  vissit  them 
from  time  to  time,"  and  the  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  make 

*  provision,  "  so  as  to  p'vent  their  perishing  by  any  extremity  that 

they  may  be  put  vnto  for  want  oi  absolute  accessaries." At 
the  same  time :  — 

It  is  ordered,  that  none  of  the  s^d  Indians  shall  presume  to  goe  off 

*  the  sajd  islands  voluntarily,  vpon  pajne  of  death  ;  and  it  shallbe  laufuU 

for  the  English  to  destroy  those  that  they  shall  tinde  stragling  ofT  from 
the  sajd  places  of  theire  confinement,  vnlesse  taken  of  by  order  from 

^  authoijty,  and  vnder  an  English  guard.^ 

'  There  seems  to  have  been  a  strong  feeling  against  them  in 

the  community — a  natural  fear,  perhaps,  which  was  not  without 

*  cause.  Out  of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  Praying  Indians,  who 

were  supposed  to  be  in  the  towns  just  before  the  war,  not  over 
five  hundred  were  ever  confined  upon  the  islands.  Some,  like 
James  Rumney  Marsh  and  Thomas  Quanapowitt,  kinsmen  of 

'  Wenepoykin,  vrere  with  the  English  army  or  acting  as  scouts  and 

spies  in  the  Indian  country;  but  many  more  were  with  the 
enemy  upon  the  frontier  or  were  skulking  about  the  woods, 
singly  or  in  small  parties,  thieving  and  murdering  as  opportu- 
'  nities  appeared.   Some  former  teachers  of  the  gospel  were 

known  to  be  with  Philip.  That  the  English  looked  upon  the 
prisoners  in  the  harbor,  poor  and  wretched  though  they  were^ 
with  distrust  was  not  unnatural :  that  some  of  the  baser  sort  en-  . 
deavored  to  compass  their  destruction  was  not  strange.  There 
is  good  evidence  of  the  latter  fact 

15.  12.  75  Thomas  Shcpard  of  charlstow^n  ("Mystic  SideJ  being  exnnv.' 
Saith  y'  y*^  last  6"'  day  of  y'^  week  Abram  Hill  of  Mauldon  asked  him 
if  he  would  goe  with  him  to  Deare  Jland.    His  words  were  these. 

»  Mau,  Cithmy  Records,  v.  58.  *^  Ibid.,  v.  64.  ^  IbidL 
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Win  you  go  with  vs  to  Ucarc  J  land  to  destroy  y*  Jndeans  for  atf  30: 
of  UoQ  men  ftie  imended  to  go  thither  ab*  work  and  wee  are  intended 
to  get  as  many  as  wee  can  at  Mauldon.  &  then  go  down  thether.  And 
the  place  of  meeting  is  to  be  at  Rumney  marsh  at  Gm  Mtizzeys  house.** 
or  there  al^  Hec  did  not  speak  as  though  they  had  come  to  an  agree- 
in*  to  meet  there,  but  named  y'  place  as  most  fitting.  ^  spake  ah»o  of 
doing  it  in  a  luoone  light  night. 

Thoaus  Shefpasix. 
This  Exam*  taken  vpon  oath  y*  day  &  year  above  written 

Before  Thomas  Danforth  Assist 
The  Subtanc  of    Abraham  HiU  owned  before  y*  Council  15  febr  75.** 

Meanwhile  the  poor  Indians,  among  whom  were  Old  Waban 
and  Piambuho,  who  were  the  earliest  to  receive  the  teachings  of 
the  Apostle  Eliot  at  Nonantum,  were  passing  through  a  long 
winter;  and  their  "want  of  absolute  necessaries "  was  so  well 
met  that  they  were  found  to  be  in  a  sutlcnnG:  condition  in 
the  spring.  The  Court  made  a  provision  for  them  —  on  paper  — 
as  follows :  — 

[May  5,  1676]  This  Court,  considering  the  p'sent  distressed  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  at  the  island,  they  being  ready  to  perrish  for  want 
of  br-  tci,  lV  incapacitated  to  make  provission  for  the  future,  doe 
ordcr^  ihui  liiere  be  a  man  w'''  a  boate  provided,  who,  w"'  some  of  tlie 
Indians,  shattbe  imployed  in  catching  of  fish  for  theire  supply,  and  that 
if  any  of  the  English  tonnes  doe  moove  for  some  of  them  to  imfdoy  ut 
SOOUtingp  labouring,  or  otherwise,  with  some  of  theire  oune  men,  (the.- 
sajd  tonnes  bearing  the  charge,)  they  shallbe  accom"'odated  in  that 
respect,  the  which  improovement  of  them  may  tend  much  to  theire 
supply,  &  much  more  to  our  security,  and  that  the  rest  may  be  im- 
prooved  in  planting  the  island  or  islands  where  they  now  are.*^ 


**  Goodman  Muzzcy.  This  was  Ben- 
jamin Muxxey,  who  was  ibeii  in  the  occu- 
pttioii,  as  tenant,  of  the  Keayne  farm  at 
Rumney  Marsh.  His  house,  the  site  of 
which  is  now  marked  by  that  of  John  P. 
Squire^  was  a  convenient  place  for  the 
proposed  meeting,  being  on  the  only 
road  which  led  from  Lynn  and  Maiden 
to  Pollen  Poiat  and  the  shore  oppo^ 
Deer  Island. 

•*  Mau,  Artkives,  Ixviii.  136.  There 
appears  to  have  been  some  provocation 
to  thi-;  plan  of  destruction.  Edward 
Page  deposed  [February  15,  167H,]  in 
tebliM  to  a  boat  fall  of  ladiaas*  who 


acted  strangely,  coming  to  "Mannings 
Moone  Jsland,"  where  he  was.  He  said, 
**  J  was  affraide  &  durst  not  proeeed  iiu 

that  J  went  aboute  but  bailing  gunns 
&  Amunition  J  wciU  to  strengthen  the 
house."  He  further  testified:  **J  haue 
inteligence  that  the  indians  haue  sayd 
that  when  the  spring  comes  they  shalb« 
fetched  of  the  Jsland  by  the  other  Jn- 
dians  &  that  they  will  make  Boston  cspe- 
sially  the  magistrates  pay  deare  for 
euery  houre  they  haue  been  kept  theiie.**" 
Mast.  Arehives,  Ixviii.  136. 

•*  Mass.  Colony  Records,  v.  S4. 
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At  the  same  session  of  the  Court  they  were  ordered  to  be 
removed  "  as  neere  as  they  may  w*  safety  to  their  oune  planting 
feilds;"and  £n<^Iish  garrisons,  in  which  they  were  to  lodge, 
"  on  pajne  of  death,"  were  established  for  their  protection  or 
their  intimidation.  The  Rumney  Marsh  Indians  returned  to 
Natick  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Merrimac.  and  so  the  feeble 
remnant  of  the  tribe  of  Nanepashemet  was  dispersed  and  finally" 
disappeared. 

What  part  Wenepoykin  took  in  the  massacres  and  burnings 
of  those  eventful  years  I  know  not;  for  he  cannot  be  distin- 
guished  in  the  crowd  of  howling  demons  who  drew  a  line  of 
blood  and  flame  around  the  frontier  towns  of  New  England.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  again  appears,  and  was  sent,  with  hun- 
dreds of  other  prisoners,  into  West  Indian  slavery.**  By 
some  means  he  Was  finally  enabled  to  return  to  Massachusetts 
Bay;  and  he  died  in  or  before  i68i,*^  at  Natick,  in  the  house  of 
his  kinsman,  Muminquash,  who  was  otherwise  known  by  the 
English  as  James  Quanapowitt  or  James  Rumney  Marsh.** 


The  following  document  may  refer 
to  the  sale  of  Wenepoykin : 

"To  all  people  who  shall  see  thcso 
presents  or  heare  them  read,  greeting. 
Know  yee  that  Lancelott  Talbott  and 
Joseph  Smith  have  bought  of  the  Tres- 
urer  of  this  CoUony  seaven  Jndians, 
vis!  George,  William,  HawlKins,  Great 
David,  Rouley,  John  Indian  and  Tom- 
moquin,  which  Indian*  were  sentanc'd 
to  be  sould  for  slaves :  to  which  end  the 
said  Talholt  and  Smith  may  traiisjioit 
them  to  any  place  out  of  this  continent* 
In  testimony  of  the  truth  hereof.  T  have 
caused  the  publique  sealc  of  the  Collony 
to  be  affixed  hereunto,  this  23  of  9^  1675, 
Ano'q.  Kegni  Regis  Coroli,  secundinunc 
Aug  ....  xxvii. 

"  John  Leverett,  Gov^  " 
In  Boston  Book  of  PottesMons,  145. 

Lewis,  History  of  Lynn,  264,  says, 
with  admirable  pretension  to  exactness, 
that  he  died  in  1684,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years, "  sad  and  broken-hcartud.  .  .  . 
in  a  lone  wigwam,  in  the  forest  of  Naticic, 
in  the  presence  of  his  snter  Vawata." 

Ahawayet  and  others,  in  consideration 
of  "  i>ix  Indian  Coats  and  other  things," 


conveyed  lands  at  Rumney  Marsh  and 
elsewltere  to  Thomas  Savage  of  Boston, 

by  a  deed,  December,  8,  iGSi,  in  which 
she  is  called  **Jone  Indian  Relict  of 
Sagamore  George  No-Nose  dec^**  Snf- 
folk  Co.  Deeds,  xiii.  p/O. 

*  Lewis,  History  of  Lynn,  40,  errone- 
oosly  makes  this  James  Rumney  Manh 
to  have  liLcn  a  son  of  Yawata.  ^'awata, 
daughter  of  Nanepashemet,  and  sister  of 
Wenepoylcin,  became  the  squa  of  John 
.\\\ansanuig,  or  Oonsumog,  and  was  liv- 
ing in  iCii6.  Her  hu&band  was  living  in 
1682,  when  with  Waban,  Peter  £phrafaB, 
riainlKilin,  Jotiii  Magus.  Andrew  Pitli- 
roec,  and  Great  John,  be  sold  lands  in 
Sherbom  to  John  Hull.  Suffolk  Co. 
Deeds,  xii.  264.  They  appear  to  ha\e 
Itad  sons,  John  and  Amos,  who  deeded 
land  near  Maspenock  Pond  in  Mendon 
in  1692.    Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  .vx  \  ii.  29-;. 

James  Quanopbkownatt,  or  Quana- 
powitt, "alias  James  Rumney  Marsh," 

was  (if  Natick  in  16.^6.  and  appears  at  all 
times  as  a  near  kinsman  of  old  George 
No*No8e  Hit  mother  is  mentioned  ae 
"  J«anna  Qiianophkownatt,  relict  and 
widow  of  old  John  Quanophkownatt.** 
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With  him  the  line  of  the  Pawtucket  sachems  came  to  an  end. 
Members  of  his  family  were  living  sixty  years  later ;  but  they 
went,  long  ago,  into  their  nameless  graves  and  are  forgotten, 
save  by  the  antiquary  who  pores  with  aching  eyes  over  the 
faded  and  crumbling  records  of  past  generations. 

VVenepoykin  never  abandoned  his  claim  to  the  broad  lands 
which  he  considered  his  own ;  and  he  died  leaving  his  uncertain 
heritage  in  the  lands  from  Naumkeag  to  the  Mystic  to  James 
Rumney  Marsh,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  leader  among  his 
kinsmen.*^ 

The  Testimony  of  Daniel  Tookuwompbait  &  Thomas  Waaban  Saith 

that  Sagamore  Geoige  when  he  came  from  Barbados  he  lived  Sometime 
and  dyed  at  y*  house  of  James  Rumley  Marsh  y*  Said  Daniel  heard 
y*  Said  Sagamore  George  Speake  it  &  y*  Said  Thomas  Saith  he  heard  his 
TuhL-r  Olii  Wabiin  Sj)eak  it  that  all  that  land  that  belonged  to  him  that 
is  Irom  y  Rmer  of  Salem  alias  iNahumkeke  riuer:  up  to  Maiden  mill 
biooke  ninning  from  a  pond  called  Spott  pond  that  before  his  death  he 
left  all  this  land  belonging  to  him  vnto  his  kinsman  James  Rmnley 
Marsh  vpon  Condition  that  he  wouU  looke  after  it  to  procure  it. 
This  they  offer  to  Testify  vpon  oath  y*  2"  day  of  October  z686  as 
Witnts  thier  hands  Daniel  Togkuwompbait 

TuoNrAS  Wauban 


In  the  Indiau  deed  of  SaJem  she  appears 
with  ■'Yawalaw  relict  Widow  of  Jn': 
Oonsumoo."  Essex  Co.  Dce.is.  \  \\.  126. 
At  the  mne  time,  "Jsrael  (^uanoph- 
kownatt  Son  of  8<*  James  "  appears.  The 
temptation  to  dwell  on  the  story  of  In- 
dian kinshtp  M  not  great  and  tlie  liability 
ol  error  is  evident. 

James  Qu.iiia[)o\vitt  w.is  employed  liy 
Che  English  in  1673  as  a  ^Py  iunong  the 
Nipmudu ;  and  his  tesdmony  was  used 
again.st  the  old  chief  Matoonas  who  was 
•hot  to  death  by  three  Indians  on  Boston 
Common.  He  was  a  useful  scout  and 
forewarned  the  Knglish  of  the  assault  on 
Lancaster.  He  bad  a  brother,  Thomas 
Rumney  Marsh,  who  was  a  Christian 
Indian  and  did  good  service  agsdnst 
fhitip. 

Indians  bearing  the  surname  of  Rum* 

ncy  Marsh  were  frequently  in  the  service 
during  the  early  pairt  of  the  last  century ; 
mnd  the  name  of  **  James  Rumtymarsh  ** 
ii  on  a  roll  of  those  who  joined  the  ex- 
pedition against  the  Spanish  West  Indies 


in  August.  174a  Mats.  Arthives,  xcL 
3^.  Thomas,  son  or  grandson  of  Awan- 
.s;imug  and  Yawata,  owned  a  house  lot 
in  Natick  in  1742.  Barry,  I/istory  of 
Framhtgham,  19.  Widow  "  Rumne- 
marsh"  was  living  in  the  same  place  In 
June,  1749.   Mass.  Hist.  Colt.  x.  135 

**  He  had  given  some  portion  of  iiLs 
claims  to  James  Rumney  Marsh,  under 
conditions,  tH-fnre  Pliilip's  War. 

"Georg  -Sag.imorc  w'**:  no  ni.>at.  ap- 
peared in  y  Court  held  at  Xatick  among 
thejndians  y«  15'.''  of  6  month  & 
also  there  appeared  Jone  Quaiiopoko- 
wait  Kin-sni  iii  to  y«  s**  George  they  both 
agreed  &  declared  in  open  Court  y*  all 
f  right  of  George  .Saggamorc  in  the 
Lands  of  Marblehead  of  Anticnt  tyme, 
George  he  Consents  y*:  James  shall  have 
it,  dispose  of  it  &  he  will  joyne  him 
to  make  y*"  deed  for  it  apon  Condition 
y*  Georg  Saggamore  is  to  reseeve  one 
moiety  erf  y«  paye  &  other  Contraty 
to  reseeve  y«  other  half."  £»rx  Ca 
Deeds,  vii.  9. 
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The  Two  persons  above  named  Vis  Daniel  Tookuwompbait  pastor  of 

y*  Church  at  Natick  aged  about  36  yearcs  &  Thomas  Waban  a  member 
of  y"  Church  rtged  25  yearcs  being  Examined  touching  >**  Nature  of  an 
Oath  they  boiti  made  Oath  before  tne  this  Second  of  October  1686, 
vQto  y*  Truth  of  the  above      Testimony  as  is  Attested  p'  me. 

Daniel  Goovus^  Justice 
0fpeae  d-  Ruler  «ff  ChrisHan  /ndi4tnsJ>» 

While  the  settlers  had  but  tiie  Indians  between  them  and  Uie 
ownership  of  the  soil,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  maintaining 
possession  and  little  real  attention  was  paid  to  their  demands. 
What  went  into  the  courts  seldom  came  out  with  advantage  to 
the  savage  and  a  slight  present  q  iicted  less  pressing  claims. 
But  the  political  ruin  which  threatened  the  Colony  during  the 
reign  of  the  last  Stuart  induced  some  appearance  of  tardy 
justice  towards  the  former  occupants  of  the  land.  Then  the 
English,  fearing  the  alienation  of  the  lands  which  they  had  occu- 
pied for  a  half  a  century,  began  to  seek  a  title  older  than  that 
of  the  charter  which  had  been  annulled ;  and  the  claims  of  the 
Indians  began  to  have  a  slight  market  value.  Under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times,  several  conreyanoes  were  obtained  from  those 
whom  the  English  affected  to  recognize  as  the  lawful  heirs  of 
Wenepoykin  and  others.  Under  these  conditions  and  at  this 
time»  the  peninsula  of  Boston,  Deer  Island,  and  the  Rumney 
Marsh  Lands  were  conve3red ;  ^  but  no  deed,  save  that  of  the 


Essex  Cc.  Deeds,  xi.  \-\\  John 
Waabaquin,  alia-s  John  Magus  of  Na- 
tick, **  Susannab  Potoghoomaquah."  and 
others  lestiiied  soon  after  in  relation  to 
the  Indian  claims.  The  testimony  of 
Old  Mahanton,  then  aged  about  ninety 
years.  "  Saith  that  Land  th.it  is 
Testified  about  by  beuerail  ancient  Jn- 
diaiis  that  are  Deceased  which  did  be* 
long  to  Sagamore  Georjre  as  is  Exj^essed 
io  )•*  Euidence  is  y*  Truth  &  properly 
dotli  now  bdong  to  Dauid  that  is  old 
Sagamore  George  hi-^  Gr.indchild  & 
Scicily  &  Sarah  daughters  of  Saga- 
more Geoig*  ft  wife  of  Joint  Owna* 
somug  now  a  widow  Peter  Ephnitms 
wife  &  y*  wife  of  Appooquahamock  thier 
daughter  &  old  mahanton  ft  James 
Rooiner  Hanb  bj  right  of  his  Mother 


a  neer  kinsman  of  Sagamore  Gt  orgc  in 
his  life  time."    Essex  Co.  Dttdi,  x\.  131. 

W  An  unrecorded  deed  of  the  Rum- 
ney M.lr^h  Umls,  April  9,  16S5,  is  printed 
by  Chaj3)bcrl.iiti  in  his  Studies  in  Chelstn 
History  in  Chtltm  Hdtgnph,  December 
1?^,  I  S'no  ,  and  otlicns  cnnvc%'ing  neigh- 
bonng  lands  ane  recorded  in  Sujoik  C«. 
Deeds,  xiiL  190,  281,  564.  The  deed  of 
the  temtorv  of  Lynn  and  Reading, 
September  4. 1686,  is  printed  from  Essex  • 
C».  Ifadt  in  Lewis.  ftitUry  ^  Z/rnv* 
51-54;  and  that  of  Salem.  Octo!Mrr  11, 
16S6,  is  in  Mass.  Flist.  Coii.  vi.  276-281, 
and  Felt.  Atmahtf  S»Um,  i.  2^33.  Thc- 
deed  of  M.it^  Ifhe  id  !ands,  July  18, 1684, 
is  earlier  than  those  of  Salem  and  Lynn,, 
and  is  reoorded  in  Etitx  Ck.  Dtedit  viL 
i-s;,9.  Janes  Rttinii^  Marsh  and  David 
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Squa  Sachem  and  Wcbcowct  of  1639,  is  known  to  have  been 
given  for  the  Mystic  Side  and  Maiden  Lands. 

"As  property  is  defined,"  says  Judge  Siulivan,  "there  may 
be  a  question,  how  far  the  savages  had  acquired  one  in  the  soil 
of  this  wilderness;  " and  the  practice  of  the  settlers  of  New 
England  indicates  that  they  were  of  the  same  opinion  and  were 
inclined  to  take  advantage  of  the  doubt.  Tiiey  saw  in  the 
apparently  aimless  wanderings  of  the  Indians  no  traces  of  that 
occupancy  and  subjugation  of  the  earth  which  civilization  has 
made  a  necessity  and  the  Scripture  enjoins  as  a  duty.^^  The 
aborigines  cleared  no  land,  taking  only  for  the  temporary  pur- 
poses of  their  rude  agriculture  such  spots  as  might  be  found 
ready  to  their  hands.  They  made  no  permanent  enclosures; 
nor  had  they  any  clear  idea  of  the  nature  of  inheritance.  Their 
occupancy  had  little  mure  of  fi.xity  in  it  than  that  of  the  wild 
beasts  that  divided  with  them  the  scanty  sustenance  which 
nature,  not  their  own  exertions,  afforded  them.  Xotwithstantl- 
ing  the  apparent  solemnity  and  earnestness  which  attended 
their  several  treaties  witli  the  ICnglish.  it  is  not  difficult  to 
see  how  imperfectly  they  understood  the  contracts  which  they 
made,  and  how  much  more  important,  to  their  minds,  than  the 
lands  or  privileges  conveyed  were  the  few  necessities  or  useless 
trinkets  which  they  were  to  receive.  Nor  did  they  appear  to 
recognize  in  these  formal  contracts  anything  binding  beyond 
the  immediate  future;  for  their  claims  were  repeatedly  renewed 
when  the  supplies  which  they  had  so  easily  secured  were  ex- 
hausted  or  a  fresh  band  of  unsatisfied  kinsmen  appeared. 

On  the  other  hand*  there  is  too  often  an  appearance  of  over- 
reaching on  the  part  of  the  grantees.  Liberal  and  indefinite 
bounds  were  secured,  and  considerations,  ridiculous  in  their 

Kunluhamooshaw  conveyed  land  lying  deeds  a  small  tract  is  described  a> 

in  Lynn  and  the  pan-handle  of  Boston,  "  lyeing  in  Charlestowne  and  Mauldin 

near  Reading  line,  to  Daniel  Ilitchuns,  Hounds. "   SmJoU  Co.  Dtetis,  x\\\.  -^6^. 
JtaX  38,  i68^  Essex  C«.  Dcedi,  vu.  >^  Sullivan,  History  of  Uiid  TUlnin 

An  thflie  were  given  by  heirs  of  George  MatsaehMtts, 

No  Nose,  and  they  are  the  sources  of  Gen.  i.  28,  ix.  i .   In  1 63 the  Court 

most  oi  the  infonnation  which  has  been  measuted  the  rights  of  the  Indians  by 

fathered  in  relation  to  hia  family.  these  references.    Centred  Lames  «mii 

In  one  of  the  Rumncy  Marsh  Laerifnt^  40.  Ed.  1660. 
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scantiness,  were  rendered  to  the  unsophisticated  savages. 
Treaties  and  covenants  were  couched  in  language  which  it  is 
impossible  that  the  Indians  could  have  understood.  The  hand- 
ful of  beads,  the  red  coat,  or  the  pot  of  wine  u  as  of  more  pres- 
ent consequence  than  the  meaningless  words  which  were  read 
to  them  from  the  strip  of  paper  on  which  they  made  their  rude 
marks.  There  is  no  substantial  evidence  that  the  llnglish  them- 
selves regarded  the  titles  gained  under  such  circumstances  as 
of  any  great  importance,  except  as  they  served  to  answer  pres- 
ent purposes,  until  they  sought  them  as  a  possible  defence  against 
the  arbitrary'  measures  of  Andros.^  There  is  somewhat  of  grim 
justice  in  an  incident  which  is  related  of  that  unpopular  gov- 
ernor, who,  on  being  shown  "  an  Indian  Deed  for  Land,  said 
that  their  band  was  no  more  worth  than  a  scratch  with  a  Bear  s 
paw." 

The  best  that  can  be  said  of  the  Indians  is,  that  they  were 
often  friends  in  need  and  that  their  virtues  were  those  of  sim- 
plicity and  ignorance.  The  worst  that  can  be  said  of  them  is, 
that  they  were  savages  and  were  true  to  their  nature  whether 
friends  or  foes.  Tlieir  presence  forms  a  romantic  background 
in  the  history  of  New  England ;  but  it  is  a  background  black- 
ened with  terror  and  stained  with  blood.  While  the  treatment 
which  they  received  and  the  means  employed  in  their  removal 
were  not  always  honorable  to  the  settlers  nor  just  to  the  Indians 
—  sometimes  wicked  and  cruel  —  humanity  has  not  suffered  by 
their  disappearance.  Th^  were  in  the  way  of  civilization,  and, 
opposing  it.  they  were  doomed  as  surely  as  the  wild  beasts  that 
infested  the  forests  and  have  disappeared  with  them. 

Tradition  has  preserved  the  memory  of  the  red  men  in 
Maiden,  and  still  points  with  uncertain  finger  to  the  places  of 
their  former  abode  on  the  high  lands  and  in  the  valleys  in  the 
vicinity  of  Powder  Horn  Hill;  and,  to  enforce  this  vague  testi* 
mony,  the  tool  of  the  laborer  has  at  times  unco\  et  c  d  the  bones 
of  the  lords  of  the  forest.  Near  by,  the  name  of  Sagamore  Hill, 
so  called  as  early  as  1641,'^  and  now  superseded  by  the  some** 

T%f  RtvotutioM  in  JVnthEngiai$d       ^  Afass.  Coti/uy  Records,  i.  340, 
Justified,  ill  Andros  Ttitits,  3.  92;  allO 
Matt.  Anhivfi,  xxxv.  169. 
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what  inflated  and  less  distinctive  title  of  Mount  Washington, 
recalls  the  memories  of  the  old  days;  and  traces  of  habitation 
around  it  and  scattered  implements  and  broken  utensils,  often 
found,  are  tangible  proofs  of  the  reality  of  the  Indians'  former 
presence.^^  On  the  old  road  to  Winnisimmet  there  remained 
until  within  a  few  years  the  Nichols  farm  house,  a  well  pre* 
served  relic  of  the  seventeenth  century,  within  whose  walls  the 
visitor  might  see  the  spot  where  household  legend  said  the 
axe  of  the  settler  clove  the  head  of  an  Indian  and  insured 
safety  to  the  mfe  and  child  who  were  hidden  from  sight  in 
the  ample  fireplace  near  by.'^ 

Some  remembrance  or  traditions  of  their  former  dwelling 
places  may  have  lingered  long  in  the  Indian  mind;  for  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century  a  party  from  a  distance  visited  Saga- 
more Hill  and  remained  in  its  vicinity  several  months.^^ 


^"^^  A  skull  .inc!  other  portions  of  a 
skeleton  wtiu  found  on  the  Nichoisi 
lum  in  Everett  in  1874;  and  skeletons 
were  <.!i>tn!crred  there  ah mt  thirty  years 
before.  MalJin  Trtbuiu,  March  2ii, 
1S74.  —  A  skeleton,  with  a  pipe  and 
other  relics,  w;is  found  in  Revere  twenty 
years  ago.  Bostott  Journal,  Marth  2j, 
1878.  —  Remains  of  Indian  habitations, 
with  shell  heaps  and  implements,  have 
Ixen  found  in  the  vicinity  of  S.igaiiiurc 
Hill  and  upon  Powder  Horn  Hill  in 
CheUea.  Chelsea  'I'cLi^raph,  December 
II,  tSSo.  —  In  i88ii-90,  burial  places  were 
found  and  interesting  discoveries  made 
at  Wiiithrop  on  'scvpral  occasions.  Bos- 
U'lt  r^ii,  April  30,  lS5i> ;  August  23, 18S8; 
February  21,  1889;  April  4,  1S90. llie 
Miilden  M,  \sfn^,-r,  M.ircl)  19.  1S59,  con- 
tains a  short  article  on  ihu  Indian  works 
at  Sagamore  Hill,  by  the  late  William 
B.  Shedd.  —  Indian  lione-.  and  relics 
were  found  upon  the  ballard  farm  at 
East  Saugus  in  1891.  Mdtden  Cify 
i'r4ss,  December  26,  1891. 

^"^  This  old  bouse,  which  stood  on 
the  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  road, 
about  half-way  from  Waters's  Spring  to 
Everett  Avenue,  was  the  homestead  of 
John  Nichols*  who  tiovght  it  of  John 
^fa^ble  in  1746.  Tt  had  hcen  removed 
al  some  time  from  it5  original  location 
at  Moulton's  Island,  and  then  consisted 


ordy  of  the  preat  chimney  and  the  two 
ur  three  ruuin:>  which  leaned  against  its 
eastern  side.  About  the  year  1759^ 
Xicliols  enlarged  it  uj^on  the  \ve<rt-rM 
side,  employing  tlierefor  Benjamni  i.|a- 
ney,  afterwards  the  Revolutionary  cap* 
tain,  wlio  had  just  completed  his  service 
as  an  appimlice.  With  its  overhanj;ing 
second  story  it  was  a  most  interesting 
example  of  a  house  of  the  colonial 
period  i  and  it  retained  its  peculiar 
characteristics  until  its  removal,  some 
time  before  1S70,  to  Central  Avenue, 
near  Hancock  btrcct.  It  was  then 
ciianged  beyond  recognition. 

The  tradition  relating  to  the  killing 
of  the  Indian  Is  a.s  briefly  relaitd  in  the 
text.  The  tribe  to  which  he  belonged 
is  said  to  have  lived  in  tlic  vitinity,  and 
to  have  exonerated  the  white  man.  No 
names  are  mentioned;  but  the  story, 
which  seems  prob.ihle.  mu-^t  relate  to 
events  which  took  place  at  an  early 
date  at  Moulton's  Mand. 

m  "itetween  the  years  iRo6aiid  iSio, 
some  Leominster  Indians  visited  Saga- 
more Hill,  and  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Pratt's  father  let  them  occupy  a  honse 
which  stood  near  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Cheever.  Their  chief  man  was  named 
rom.inche  Brown."  Chamlwrlain.  in 
Chelsea  7>/<'^d/ii,  December  u,  iSSa 
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IT  was  not  long  after  the  Spragues  passed  over  the  land 
before  the  pleasant  southern  and  western  exposure  of  the 
uplands  from  Powder  Horn  HilP  to  the  head  of  the  North 
River,  with  the  open  lands  of  the  plains,  and  the  natural  hay- 
fields  of  the  meadows  and  salt  marshes,  lying  in  close  proximity, 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  new-comers  on  the  other  side  of 
the  fAysMc;  and  the  "uncouth  wilderness"  began  to  be  fitted 
for  the  uses  of  civilization.  Governor  Cradock's  men  had 
already  crossed  the  river  and  built,  west  of  Wilson's  Point,  the 
first  house,  probably  a  temporary  one,  upon  its  northern  bank ; 
and  Governor  Winthrop,  with  Increase  Nowell,  John  Eliot,  and 
others,  viewing  the  country,  February  7,  16$}^,  had  found 

>  So  called  by  the  earliest  settlers.  the  manhei  near  by,  which  in  1640  was 

"[Novemb'  j***  1632]    It  is  ordered  known  as" pouder  home Creeke,  parting 

that  the  necke  of  land  hetwixte  Powder  betweene  the  land  of  M'  Bullinpharoe 

Horne  Hill  &  Pullcn  Poynte  shall  be-  and  M'.  Nicholas  Parker."  Boston  Town 

longe  to  Boston,  to  be  enioyed  by  the  Retards,  i.  49.   The  neighboring  hill  was 

inhabitants  thereof  for  euer."    MtttS.  know  n  as  Saganiore  Hill  in  1641.  The 

Coiony  Retordi,  \.  loi.  Chelsea  hills  in  1740^  and  long  after, 

The  origin  of  the  name  is  unknown,  were  covered  with  forests.  Tockerman, 

Its  shape  hardly  suggests  it;  but  it  may  Amnivavmy  Serm^  8. 
have  come  from  the  winding  creek  in 
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A  very  great  pond,  having  in  the  midst  an  island  of  about  one  acre, 
and  xfxv  thi<  k  with  trees  of  pine  and  beech  ;  and  the  pond  had  divers 
small  rocks,  standing  up  here  and  there  in  it,  which  they  therefore 
called  SjK>t  Fuud.  I'hey  weal  all  about  it  u])on  the  ice.  From  thence 
(towards  the  N.  VV.  about  half  a  mile,)  they  came  to  the  top  of  a  very 
high  rock,  beneath  which,  (towards  the  N.)  lies  a  goodly  plain,  part 
open  land,  and  part  woody,  from  whence  there  is  a  fiitr  prospect,  twt  it 
being  then  close  and  rainy,  they  could  see  but  a  small  distance.  This 
place  they  called  Cheese  Rock,'  because,  when  they  went  to  eat  some- 
what, they  had  only  cheese,  (the  govemour's  man  forgetting,  for  haste, 
to  put  up  some  bread).' 

The  territory  thus  passed  over  by  John  Winthrop  and  his 
companions,  was  the  wildest  and  most  picturesque  which  could 
be  found  in  the  country  around;  and  Middlesex  Fells  still 
holds  within  its  borders  many  traces  of  its  old-time  beauty. 
The  exploring  party  had  looked  out  upon  the  pleasant  plain 
of  Stoneham,  and  the  hills  above  Mystic  Side  had  met  their 
view  as  their  eyes  ranged  around  the  horizon  to  the  glimpses 
of  the  distant  sea;  but  they  had  not  noticed  the  valley  of  the 
Three  Mile  Brook  which  was  hidden  by  the  forest  and  the  hills. 
That  was  hrst  to  be  settled. 

1633       It  is  ordered  that  the  ground  lyeing  betwixt  the  North 

*  J***'*  Ryv'  &  the  creeke  on  the  north  side  of  M  Mauacks,  &  soe 
vpp  into  the  country,  shall  belonge  to  the  inhabitants  of  Charlton.^ 

This  order  of  the  General  Court  confirmed  to  the  Charles- 
town  settlers  the  land  between  the  Island  End  River  and  the 
North  River,  running  northwardly  to  indefinite  bounds.  It  may 
have  been  that  some  had  already  entered  upon  this  land  as 
settlers,  but  it  is  doubtful.  Elias  Maverick  was  seated  at  Win- 
nisimmet,  where  he  had  been,  perhaps,  for  several  years,  on  the 
land  now  occupied  by  the  United  States  Government  Of  this 
place,  Samuel  Maverick,  one  of  the  "  old  planters,"  wrote  in 
1660:  — 

*  This  was  Rear  TTill  in  Stoneham,    forests  into  whose  depths  no  white  naa 

from  which  on  a  clear  day  they  might    had  entered. 

have  seen  the  distant  Wachiisett  and        *  Winthrop,  New  England,  i.  69. 
Monarinock,  lifiiiig  their  heads  from       *  Masu  CtUny  Rte0rd$t  L  10& 
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One  house  yet  standing  there  which  is  the  Antientest  house  in  the 
Massachusetts  (loverment.  a  house  whicii  in  tiie  yt-  ire  1625  I  fortified 
with  a  Pillizado  and  fflankrrs  and  gunnes  belli  Wlovve  and  aho\c  111 
them  which  awed  the  Indians  who  at  that  lime  had  a  mind  to  Cult  otT 
the  EngUsh,  They  once  faced  it  but  receiveiag  a  repulse  never  at- 
tempted it  more  altbouii^  (as  now  they  oonfesse)  they  repented  it  when 
about  a  yeares  after  they  saw  so  many  English  come  over.* 

Opposite  the  Maverick  plantation,  upon  the  Maiden  side  of 
the  river,  were  good  grounds  upon  Wormwood  Point  and  Moul- 
ton's  Island,  which  would  be  likely  to  be  the  earliest  occupied 
of  the  Mystic  Side  lands.^  Edward  Johnson,  writing  of  the 
arrival  of  Winthrop  and  his  par^  in  1630,  says:  — 

On  the  North  side  of  Charles  River,  liiey  landed  neare  a  small  Island, 
called  Naddells  Island,  where  one  Mr.  Samuel  Memereek  then  living, 
.  .  .  had  built  a  small  Fort  ...  to  protect  him  from  the  Jndiaits* 

About  one  mile  distant  upon  the  River  ran  a  small  creekc,  taking  its 
Name  from  Major  Gen.  Ethmrd  Gibbons^  who  dwelt  there  for  some 
yeares  after.^ 

This  led  Mr.  Frothingham,  and  several  writers  after  him,  to 
dedare  that  Gibbons  had  his  house  on  the  easterly  bank  of  the 
Mystic  in  Maiden.  This  would  commend  the  old  soldier  to  us 
as  the  earliest  known  settler  of  Mystic  Side,  did  not  a  closer 
examination  show  that  the  river  and  the  neck  of  Charlestown 


'  Maverick,  Briefe  Distription  of  Nno 
England,  in  N.  E>  Hitt,  and  Qttutd. 
Regiiter,  xxxix.  38. 

•  Wormwood  Point  has  since  been 
known  as  Sweetser's,  Ueacham's,  or  Van 
Voorhis's  Point,  as  its  ownership  hat 
changeiL  It  was  known  as  Wormwood 
Point  as  early  as  164"^,.  Suffoik  CV^ 
Dteds,  i.  17.  In  a  survey  of  the  streets 
of  Chirlestown,  1713-14,  the  old  name 
was  preserved.  Charltstmm  Archivtt, 
xxxiv.  265,  266.  It  was  sometimes  men- 
tioned as  Wormall's  or  Wormore's  Point. 
Maiden  TawM  Records^  1733;  March  5, 

Muuhon's  Island  was  that  long, 
smooth  hill  in  the  marshes  on  the  South 
River,  of  which  a  small  section  remained 
Jn  1898,  most  of  the  hill  having  disap- 
peared before  the  shovels  and  carta  ol 


improvement.  It  received  its  name  from 
Thomas  Moulton,  an  early  settler,  who 
may  have  built  near  the  landing  there ; 
and  when,  in  the  course  of  yeaiB,  Moulton 
gave  place  to  his  son-in-law,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  its  name  was  changed  to 
Mitchell's  Island.  latterly  it  has  been 
known  as  the  Island  or  Island  End,  and 
the  river  has  become  the  Island  End 
River.  Island  End  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  Island  Hill,  a  rocky  hill 
on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street,  be- 
tween Forest  Street  and  Pine  Bank* 
Park,  which  in  early  days  was  surrounded 
by  the  meadows  of  Three  Mile  Brook. 
That,  too,  in  1S9S  is  gradually  crumbling 
before  the  steam  diill  and  cartridge  of 
restless  improvement. 

^  Johnson^  WntdtM^efldi^  JV/fiti 
dtHUf  37. 
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divided  bim  from  that  honor.  The  Charlestown  Records  ex- 
pressly declare  that,  with  three  others,  he  **  went  and  built  in 
the  maine  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  north-west  crcckc  of 
this  town."*  This  places  him  on  the  southerly  side  of  Sonier- 
ville,  where  Gibbons's  River,  as  mentioned  by  Johnson,  pre- 
served his  memory  for  many  years. 

West  of  the  North  River,  and  between  ihai  and  the  territory 
afterwards  covered  by  the  Cradock  j^^rant  of  1634,*  which  be- 
came in  time  "a  peculiar  town"  under  the  name  of  Medford, 
were  the  lands  which  soon  became  the  subjects  of  the  following 
grants:  — 

Apr.  ist  There  is  two  hundred  acres  of  land  graunted  to  M'  1, 
•634-  Xowcll,  lyeing  &  being  on  the  west  side  of  the  North  Ryv, 
otherwise  called  the  Three  Myle  Brooke. 

There  is  two  hundred  acres  of  land  graunted  to  M'  J":  \\  ilson, 
pastor  of  the  church  of  Boston,  lyeing  nexte  the  land  graunted  to 
M'  Nowell  on  the  south,  &  next  Meadford  on  the  nonh.*" 

The  Wilson  farm  included  that  promontory  which  juts  into 
the  marshes  near  the  mouth  of  the  North  River,  and  which  was 
formerly  known  as  Wilson's  Point,  as  Blanchard's  Point,  and 
now  as  Wellington.  It  extended  from  the  Mystic  to  the  little 
creekp  which  parts  Medford  and  Maiden,  and  from  the  North, 
or  Maiden,  River,  to  the  easterly  line  of  the  Cradock  grant 
A  house  was  standing  upon  it  in  165 1,  which  I  am  led  to 
believe  was  built  before  1640,  perhaps  as  early  as  the  Cradock 
house.  Traces  of  its  cellar  and  chimney  could  be  seen  upon 


'  Frothinghanit  History  of  Ckarlts- 

tfwn,  59. 

*  The  grant  of  i6y\  appears  to  have 

mcrclv  confirmed  to  Cr.nloclc  tlic  ttrri- 
lory  y{  aboul  tvvtuty  hvc  humlred  acrrs 
which  bis  men  had  alre.idy  occupied. 
It  did  not  include  the  Wellington  farm, 
as  Mr.  Frothinghant  states,  history  of 
Charlistrnvn,  go,  as  that  was  the  tmct 
Crnnt..d  to  ^TI  Wil^rjn  This  large  Rtant, 
known  as  Medford,  passed  by  purchase 
in  1652  Into  the  hands  of  Edward  Col- 
lins, who  soon  after  sold  sixteen  hundred 
acres  and  the  bouse,  which  still  stands 
upon  the  bmk  of  the  Mjitic,  to  Richard 


Russell.  It  was  afterwards  divided 
among  the  Wades,  Tufisu*,  and  others; 
and  it  gradually.passed  from  its  original 
form  of  .1  manor  or  plantation  into  that 
of  a  town,  which  it  linally  .icconipltshed 
in  1684.  This  view,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
I""rothin<;ham,  //js/ory  of  ('.htitu'ffcrrn, 
89-93,  generally  accepted,  although 
a  recent  local  historian  has,  with  little 
success,  attempted  to  disjir'^  ve  it.  The 
original  form  of  its  name  may  have  had 
a  natural  origin  in  its  surroundings ~ 
Meadford,  the  ford  in  the  meadow. 
Mats.  Coiony  RtcQtds,  i.  II 4. 


.1-  z-i:    '  m.  A---^  aesr  by.  wiiich  was 
s  ^  ^=3^1^    jjLr    -  retained  pos- 

.        ^  T  TI::-:^^^  3._i^zz:5r-:i-  rr  -  -  r-^  — -  house  and 

'".ens—     ~-  —    "^'^  ^i:.^  lae-'jLilf  of  his  land 

^  -  -   —  iT.    rviTT::— .    whl:  lii'tr::  building  a 

.  -  -  ^      -         :    -^-TT:    -  3ni   *  Cilcid  i  jiTlOWT!  bv  thc 

' '  '  <^  h 
^  ^  ^  r- - -zrrr    r  tj£S  ^piun'i-         The  lands 


^csmnrcr  icca         r;:nt  was 
BnrrfHTTy.  a  retired 


•  — ^rs.  «3*  sssDsd  vrrrs  cf  the  Wilson 

>ad  extended  out 
Da  the  north 
sd  which  it  was 
r!rich  No  we  11 
n**  rame  '3rtrrc«»e  [it}  &  the 
..y 'A  5c-.se  rcssinr  rse  £-.-5:03  was  not 

— nzZ^  -s^nr  »>ZBK  *  p.  rr  ::t  - 1'  tfac  SCVCntil 

;c  :fi5-   Tie  rwc  ii=crtrf  acres  were 
'-t:  t  rr  ZierscL  X:tc,1.  as  eaKcutrix.^* 
•- «i     riirci*se  ^rxx  die  Cradock 

"   •    ^ —  ret  towards  the 


5;r-a — * 

U  Brx.**.  -    ^_     .  trerbot  WiJSB*   

>  ^    fc    -I't   ^  I  Have  f>:fore  ^^'^xr.  i  4- 

*^^rh.lr     t  b;"wiUo..  Drake.  »  -'•'-'•^  t...  Z>-.VJl  . 

'''•^/.f::Si^ th- ^^^c^^^^s^ 
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across  the  river  by  Stephen  Tufts,  which,  however,  had  dis 
appeared  before  1820.  In  1823  this  portion  of  the  farm,  com- 
prising seventy-five  acres,  was  sold  by  Joseph  Warren  Tufts  to 
Amos  Newton,'^  and  was  occupied  by  the  buyer  and  his  son 
until  it  became  a  part  of  the  extensive  purchases  of  the  Edge- 
worth  Company.  The  grants  of  Wilson  ami  Xowcll,  forniini^  a 
part  of  Charlestown  on  Mystic  Side,  separated  Maiden  and  Med- 
ford  until  1726.  when  they  were  annexed  to  the  former  town. 

'I  he  order  of  1633  having  loosely  detincd  the  bounds  of  the 
Charlestown  lands  north  of  the  Mystic,  that  town  appointed, 
October  13,  1634,  a  committee,  of  which  one  member  was 
William  Brackenbury,  who  was  afterwards  a  selectman  of  the 
town  whose  foundations  were  being  laid,  to  divide  the  common 
land  in  the  territory  which  now  was  first  known  as  Mystic  Side 
and  Mystic  Field.  This  division,  which  had  been  voted, 
January  9,  163^,  gave  ten  acres  to  each  inhabitant,  but  during 
the  next  year  twenty-nine  of  them  **  Willingly  Surrendred  for 
the  <^ood  of  the  Towne  p'  of  theirc  ground  on  mistick  side." 
The  records  may  be  understood  to  indicate  that  all  finally 
acquic'^ccd,  and  that  each  alternate  five-acre  lot  was  reserved 
for  tuiurc  settlers.  The  record  of  the  completed  allotment, 
which  was  made  two  years  later,  shows  seventy-five  proprietor?  ; 
and  although  it  is  a  list  of  Charlestown  inhabitants,  it  is  of 
interest  here  as  being  the  roll  of  the  first  white  landholders  of 
the  future  town  of  Maiden. 

The  first  Division  of  Lands  one  Mistick  syde  Ten  Aeres  lb  A  house: 
wher  ef  five  were  ageun  res^ned  for  Ae  aeeommodktting  of  After 
eomers. 

No:  of  Lot   4:    M'  Increase  Nowell  5 

pt.  of  Tho:  Hubberd. 

5 :   Edward  Jones  5 

6:   Thomas  Moulten  5 

7 :    William  Learned  5 

8:    Thomas  Squire   ......  5 

9 :    Georpc  Wliitehnnd  .....  5 

10:    Sam:  Kicheson  ....••$ 

M  MiM.  Co.  Ditih  cclxxU.  31s. 
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No:  «f  Lot  f  I 

12 

«3 

u 
15 
16 

«7 
tS 

»9 
20 

21 

32 

23 

«s 

27 
38 

29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

38:  39: 
40: 

41: 

4»: 
43: 

44: 
45 


William  Badur   5 

John  Hodges   5 

Peter  Gariaod   5 

M'  Zacha:  $)-mes   5 

Walter  Pilmcr    ......  5 

Robe r I  Hale   5 

George  Fekh   5 

Tbo:  Mmor  5 

John  Gieene   5 

Williain  Dade   5 

Rice  Cole   5 

Nicbo  Slower   5 

Tbo.  James   5 

SethSmtser   5 

Edwa:  Gibbons   s 

Edwa:  Convers   5 

M  .Andrews   5 

Rich:  P.ilsfn^ve  ......  5 

M'^  Htggm^n   5 

John  Haule   5 

John  Woolrych   5 

WiU:  Biakenbuiy   5 

M' Eason  of  Hsttks     ....  5 

Abrih;  Palmer   5 

James  Browne   5 

Tho:  Squire :  Tho:  Ewer     .    .  5 
of  Jos.  Hubbe  : 

M  lluugh   20 

Ralph  Sprague   5 

James  Tomsoa   5 

Abra:  Palmer  of  m''  Crow   .   .  5 

Edwa:  Burton   5 

Tho:  Jnmes  5 

m"-  F.ason   5 

Benianiine  Hubbard    ....  5 

Henry  Lawrence   5 

William  Johnson   s 

John  Lewis   .......  5 

Sarouell  Haule   5 

Michael!  Bnstowe    .....  5 

Kzckicll  Kichcson  •    ....  5 

James  PcinbertoD   5 

Robert  Longe   5 
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Robert  Secilgwick   5 

John  Palmer   5 

Widdowe  Harwode   5 

Widdowe  VVilkins[on]  .    .    ,    ,  5 

Richard  Kettell   5 

Thomas  Peirce   5 

Geofge  Hepboum   5 

John  Mowsall   5 

William  Nash   5 

Ralph  Mowsall   ......  5 

Thomas  Richardson     ....  5 

K<hvard  Sturgis   5 

George  Hutcheson   5 

James  Heyden   5 

Edward  Carrington   5 

Thomas  Ewer   5 

Rice  Mollis   5 

Thomns  Knower   5 

Thomas  T.yne     ......  5  - 

Edward  Mcllowes   5 

Richard  Sprague   5 

William  Frothingham  ....  5 

Robert  Rand   5 

George  Buncker   5 

Abraham  Mellows   5 

Nicholas  Davis   5 

These  lands,  which  were  laid  out  in  lots  of  ten  poles  wide  by 
eighty  poles  long,  began  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Mystic  Side 
at  a  point  near  the  westerly  slope  of  Powder  Horn  Hill  and 
upon  the  Boston  line,  which  was  soon  after  defined.  The  first 
lot  was  assigned  to  Thomas  Hubbard,  or  Hobart,  and  soon 
transferred  to  Increase  Nowell,  who  may  be  considered  as  the 

Charltttffwn  Archives,  xxxiv.  S2.  nearly  the  relative  order  of  proprictor- 

The  record  of  this  allutment  was  made,  ship.    Thus  Xowell  and  B.  Hubbsird 

or  pn >Ij.i!i1v  i  fipiffi  from  the  mmmittt  t-'s  would  have  omipied  the  two  divisions 

report,  in  1637.  which  has  led  a  recent  uflnt4,  and  Jones  and  Lawrence  those 

editor  tosute  that  this  first  division  of  of  lot  5;  hut  by  some  arrangement  or 

Mystic  Side  lands  was  ni  ul<-  in  that  l>ar;:;aiii,  ff>ni:s  and  IfuM'ard  ixihntiged 

year,    fitfort  of  the  \^Bost0n\   Hecord  places  when  the  ownership  was  settled 

C^mittwntrt,  tit  73.  Those  lots  which  in  the  Boole  of  Possessions.   A  few  such 

appear  unnumtKrcd  in  the  record  were  changes  are  found  in  the  finrrl  ordrring 

made  by  dividing  the  original  lots;  and  of  the  division;  but  the  sequence  of  the 

the  order  of  the  names  in  the  numbered  lists  was  generally  followed, 
and  unnumbered  lists  indicntes  very 
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.-Lit  recorded  land  owner  of  Mt^xc  Side  east  of  the  North 

<_v;r.    I:  was  ciescrjicc  :n  :-:  j^.  as 

Sve  :t'  *':».«Laaii  ^  ri.irr'  imi  "v.rrg  in  mistick?  ffiMr  .  butting 

jC"ii:i  xcca  ?— :.  loo^c  i^s  Tira>idt)w,  «o  tic  north  upoo 
M'  -nmrTu^,  bciizuiied  ;ia  zae  eiac.  aj  Ec«Goa  iae       oo  the  west  fay 

Fr-^m  chis  rhe  Ices  vesceriy  aioa^  the  edge  of  the  salt 
marshes  of  Sc  jih.  :r  liLarrd  End,  River  tr>  th^  neck  of  hrm 
!ir.i  wr.icii  r.ris  :  t.;-  W  r^-T'-xxi  Point  and  :hc  Mystic, 
They  then  nn  n-cmeriy.  aJc-g  the  m^eadows  and  uplands, 
—  ?-ard5  the  heac  ct"  the  N:  -'h  R^.-^  aad  apparently  be\  ond 
Sandy  Bank,  ihere  the  bur^^ni^  ^ccnd  was  aften*  irds  begun.^ 
Th:.ugh  these  lots  are  described  as  woodlands,  i  am  inclined  to 
belie've  that  they  were  cl  Ix^ht.  open  growth  on  the  opper 
portions  and  geaerally  clear  land  towards  the  meadovs. 

On  the  inner  or  country  side  of  the  iocs  ran  a  land-way, 
parting  them  from  the  me  need  or  comnKMi  land;  and  on  the 
other  side  ran  a  drift-way  or  catt!e-way  along  the  marshes  and 
mcadoAS.  The  present  Chelsea  Street  m  Evereu,  from  the 
CheUca  line  to  Everett  Sqaaie*  is  certainly,  from  its  position,  a 
portion  of  the  old  dnft-uay,  although  in  a  later  record  It  is  de- 
scribed, perhaps  inadvertently,  as  running  at  the  head  of  the  hve- 
acre  lots.  It  then  turned  to  the  south-west.  2nd.  running  in  the  • 
line  of  School  Street*  met  the  way  to  the  My-tic.  where  the 
house  of  James  Barrett  stood  as  early  as  164$.^  This  house, 
or  its  successor,  became  known  as  the  Call  house,  and  was 
razed  not  many  years  ago.  The  way  to  the  Mystic  formed  the 
eastern  line  of  the  lots  tunning  northeily,  and  ultimately 
became  the  settled  way  to  Reading.   Bow  Street  in  Everett  and 


Thi*  lot  became  a  part  of  the  iaim  of 

TIlomaA  Whittemore. 

••At  the  head  of  the  river  was  the 
\fA  *A  Nf  Pt.  Easton,  numbered  45  in  the 
li-f,  w!\i''i  is  'vfren  referred  to  is  the 
hti  of  i  homaA  licecher,  to  whum  it  was 
OriKinallf  franted.  Beechcr  was  a  sea- 
t  ^'^t'  i'n  who  'li'-d  Vn-fore  tf^>}~.  lie  liad 
fnarrir'J  Chri<ttian  Copper,  a  widow  of 
Wapping,  near  London,  who,  when  the 


allotment  ma^  fecurucii  had  mamed  her 
third  husband.  Nicholas  Eastoa,  after- 
wards Ptvsideni  and  Governor  of  the 
culoDjr  of  Rhode  Isiand.  This  tot  was 
the  most  northeriy  of  the  teniae  lota 
of  the  earlier  plan 

^  This  hotise  stood  on  three  acres  of 
land  which  Bamtt  hoofht  of  Geoife 
Felt  in  1648.  CA^Mmm  Aniim, 
acxiv.  tzf. 
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the  portion  of  Broadway  near  Maiden  Bridge  folJuw  the  ancient 
way.  The  drift-way  on  the  westerly  side,  towards  the  North 
River,  remains  only  in  the  iorm  of  ancient  rights  of  way  to  the 
salt  marshes. 

It  had  been  voted,  April  2,  1634,  "  That  the  Hay  Land  bee 
Laid  out  as  soone  as  convenient  for  w^^  13  men  were  chosen  to 
ord'  y*^  bussines ;  "  and,  later,  it  was  ordered,  February  12,  161'^, 
that  "  None  [are]  to  have  right  to  Hay  ground  y»  resigne  not 
halfe  theire  10  Acre  Lotts  at  niistick  side."  Soon  after  "  It 
was  agreed  y*.  Ezek.  Richeson,  Wl"  ffrothingham,  Tho:  Peirce, 
W?  Baker,  £dmo^  Hubberd  Junio%  and  Tho*:  Squire,  should 
goe  &  stake  out  the  Hay  ground,  bettweene  each  stakes  for  two 
Cowes."*^  The  allotment  was  agreed  upon  by  the  committee, 
February  9,  and  it  divided  among  the  inhabitants  two- 

hundred  and  seventy-seven  lots,  of  varying  size,  of  which  hy 
far  the  greater  number  were  on  Mystic  Side,  a  few  being  at 
Menotomy,  now  Arlington,  and  others  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  lower  Msrstic.  The  lots  upon  Mystic  Side,  which  are  not 
as  readily  identified  as  the  grants  of  arable  and  wood  land,  were 
in  the  marshes  and  meadows,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  pro- 
duced a  plentiful  growth  of  native  grasses,  and  ran  between  the 
rivers  and  the  drift-way  which  formed  the  outer  bound  of  the 
five-acre  lots.  Along  the  marshes  of  the  North  River,  each  lot 
generally  ran  from  the  upland  to  the  river,  although  in  some 
cases,  where  the  bends  of  the  river  carried  it  far  from  the  firm 
ground,  intervening  lots  were  granted  with  rights  of  passage 
over  the  adjacent  marsh.  Many  of  the  larger  lots  have  retained 
to  the  present  day  small  pieces  of  hard  land  at  their  upper  edges, 
or  have  prescriptive  rights  to  land  and  cure  hay  upon  the  neigh- 
boring upland — a  probable  survival  of  the  ancient  drift-way  and 
the  privileges  which  it  afforded.  Besides  the  hay-lots  along  the 
five-acre  lots,  several  were  laid  out  in  the  meadows  beyond 
Mount  Prospect,  now  better  known  as  Wayte's  Mount 

While  the  arrangements  were  being  made  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  hay^lands,  the  following  entry  was  made  in  the 
Charlestown  records:  — 

*  Charltstown  ArcAnrs,  xx-  in  loco. 
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[1635,]  Edw^  Convers,  VV"  Brackenbury  (S:  Abra.  Palmer  were 
desired  to  goe  upp  into  the  Country  upon  discovery  3  or  4  dates  for 
w'.''  we  agreed  they  should  bee  sattisfied  at  the  C  1  ugc  ui  the  Towne.** 

A  tradition  in  relation  to  this  expedition  has  come  down  to 
us.  It  is  said  that  a  party,  having  been  sent  out  into  the  country, 
"  returned  and  reported,  that,  having  reached  a  mountainous  and 
rocky  country,  they  deemed  it  best  to  come  back,  as  there  was 
little  probability  that  the  settlement  would  ever  extend  beyond 
these  mountains."**  They  had  seen  the  line  of  the  Middlesex 
Fells  or  the  hardly  less  wild  range  eastward  of  Wayte's  Mount, 
bounding  the  Scadan  woods.^  However,  the  explorers  saw 
something  better  than  the  dark  forests  which  covered  the  rocky 
northern  hills.  They  found  the  agreeable  table  lands  which 
stretch  from  Powder  Horn  Hill  to  the  head  of  the  North  River, 
and  now  form  the  most  pleasant  parts  of  Maiden  and  Everett. 
Beyond  the  Great  Swamp  they  saw  the  fair  plain  of  Scadan^ 
lying  at  the  feet  of  its  abrupt  hills;  and,  farther  west,  was  the 
fertile  valley  of  Harveil's  Brook,  now  in  the  centre  of  a  growing 
city.  Still  farther  west»  they  may  h.i\  c  passed  over  the  wide 
plain  which  lies  beyond  the  Tin  •  Mile  Brook  and  extends 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Cradock  grant* 


CkarlestowH  Arehioes^  xx.  in  loco. 

M  Rev.  John  G  Adnms.  I\D.,  in  ^1- 
CenttHuial  Book  of  Maiden^  95. 

**  Scadsn,  the  former  name  of  the 
territory  cast  of  Faulkner.  Tt  is.  tri  be 
regretted  that  a  tasteless  aftcctaiion  has 
in  many  Instances  destroyed  the  familiar 

n.ime>  of  earlier  years.  The  '^ttitily 
sen.se  which  has  preserved  in  London 
the  titles  of  Rotten  Row  or  Cheapude 
would  hnve  rct  tined  in  Nfalden  those  of 
Scadan  and  'I'yut.  Certainly  the  elder 
names  would  have  been  as  dignified  as 
thovc'.'f  Maplewood  and  Linden^  or 
Oak  Grove. 

1  have  sought  diligently  for  the  origin 
of  S<iidu!  without  a  gre.it  ■success. 
ikeadan  in  the  old  English,  which  our 
fathers  may  have  brought  here,  was 
se/'  iraU  or  t  /zV  j:vjy.  .ind  it  miftht  have 
applied  to  the  Great  Swamp  which  sepa> 
rated  the  lands  of  Mystic  Side,  or  sent 
the  Trnr  rllt  r  :tw.iy  from  a  direct  path 
ijito  the  crooked  trail  among  the  north* 


em  hills.  Or,  it  may  have  been  the  spot 

which  ><p,»r.ited  tlic  sources  of  Har- 
veil's Hrook  and  the  i'ines  Kiver  and 
sent  away  their  waters  on  the  one  hand 
to  the  \fystic  and  on  the  other  to 
the  Atrausett. 

An  Indian  scholar,  on  being  asked 
liv  the  writer  whnt  Scaclun  should  be, 
inquired  11  it  wore  a  locality,  and  said 
that  it  must  be  a  low  or  swampy  place 

ticnr  mnnv  ^rtMt  rork<j.  This  eert.iinlv 
describe<l  the  swamps  and  rocky  hills 
of  our  Scadan,  of  which  he  had  no 

know l._dL'e.  fin  the  contr.irv.  the  emi- 
nent authority,  the  late  James  Hammond 
Trumbull,  whose  knowledge  in  the 
Inrtian  tongues  no  man  oonld  equals 
writes :  — 

"Scadan,  as  it  stands,  is  not  an 
Indian  name,  though  it  may  be  an  abbre- 
viation or  a  remnant  of  an  Indian  name. 
I  can  find  in  it  no  trace  of  the  meaning 
you  assign  to  it." 
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The  report  of  the  explorers,  doubtless,  prepared  the  way  for 
a  further  division  of  the  lands  of  Mystic  Side. 

Concemtng  whkh  diviskm  of  Lmds  k  ms  Jointly  Agreed 

That  y*  Lx>tts  on  Mistickside  should  be  one  hundred  Pole  in  length 
each  five  Acres  being  eight  Pole  in  breadth,  to  begin  next  Powder 
home  hill  at  &  to  goe  by  A  Strcight  Line  to  A  marked 

Tree  at  the  end  of  Tho:  Beecher's  Lott  at  the  head  of  the  North  River, 
&  from  thence  to  goe  backe  againe  to  £oston  Bounds,  &  from 
theace  againe  to  leturoe  &  to  the  end  of  the  Flott  towazd  the  Written 
Tree :  the  oth'  Flott  at  the  head  of  the  North  River  to  begin  at 
M'  Nowell's  f&rroe  whe.  the  form^  is  Laid  out : 

And  it  was  farth'  ord"*  y!  where  these  Lands  are  so  devided,  con- 
venient Highwaies  shalbe  allowed  in  the  most  convenient  places 
thioucjh  nny  such  allottm'"  at  the  discretion  of  those  who  shalbe  designed 
to  Lay  tiiem  out :  And  what  Land  is  not  found  within  the  Plotts  is  to 
bee  laid  out  after  the  Hotts  in  y*  most  convenient  places. 

A  reservation  was  then  made  by  the  following  order:  — 

[1638.  20.  2""  ]  It  was  ord^  f.  all  the  Land  on  >fisticksidc  at  the 
head  of  5  Acre  T,otts  to  y".  straite  Line  from  Powd'  home  hi!l  to 
the  head  of  the  North  River  shalbe  reserved  (togeth'.  with  so  much 
a«>  shall  make  it  up  300  Acres  above  M'  Craddocks  ffhrme  where  it 
may  bee  convenient)  in  y*  hands  of  y:  Towne  for  yt  use  of  such 
desireable  perKMu  as  shalbe  recehred  in  wiUi  anoth!  officer,  \pr  min' 

The  reserved  land  embraced  a  tract  nominally  of  two  hundred 
acres,  which  was  found  upon  nica.surcmcnt  to  amount  to  about 
two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  lying  above  the  five-acre  lots 
upon  tlic  j^Iaiii  iti  the  \'icirjity  of  Corey  and  Bucknaiii  Streets  in 
ICverett,  aiul  upon  the  highlands  above  it.  Nortluvard  it  ex- 
tended beyond  the  line  of  Cross  Street  in  Maiden.  We  shall 
notice  its  fuial  division  hereafter.  The  portion  reserved  above 
the  Cradock  farm  was  not  within  the  bounds  of  the  future  town 
of  Maiden. 

The  great  allotment  was  made  April  23,  1638,  and  divided  the 
lands  of  Mystic  Side  and  a  larger  tract  above  the  Mystic  Ponds 
in  that  part  of  Charlestown  which  soon  became  Woburn,  to  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  inhabitants,  of  whom  one  hundred  and 
seven  received  lots  on  Mystic  Side.   The  record  gives  in  three 

*  CSarltOowM  Arekmt,  zz.  18^ 
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columns: — first,  number  of  Acres  on  Misticke  side;" 

second,  "the  number  of  Acres  above  y!  Ponds;  "  and  third, 
"  the  five  Acres  y*.  wee  had  in  Possession  Afforctime."  The 
latter  refers  to  the  allotment  of  five-acre  lots  in  163^. 

Land  Laid  out  by  Lot  on  Mistickside  &  above  the  Ponds  the  three 
&  twentieth  day  of  y*  second  month  163S 


Nr  [Increase]  Nowcll  . 

...    60  - 

1 

—  e 

M'  [Zackar)']  Sims  . 

40  — 

100 

Mr  [John]  Cirecne   .  . 

.    .    .    45  - 

Ralph  Mousall     .    .  . 

•     •     •  '3 

AO 

—  e 

Richd  Miller  .    .    .  . 

—  C 

Sam"  Cartar   .    .    .  . 

^  — 

—  0 

N?  4: 

Jn°  Goulde     .    .    .  . 

.     .     10  - 

25 

-  0 

WT    5  . 

I  no.  v^urur    •    •    .  . 

...     25  - 

55 

—  0 

N?  6: 

Tho*  Wickes  .    .    .  - 

Q  - 

10 

—  0 

N?  7: 

Robt  Blott     .    .    .  . 

—  0 

N?  8  : 

lames  Orecne 

C  — 

—  0 

Nf   9  : 

lohn  Martin 

10  — 

20 

—  0 

N?  10  : 

Edw'^  Convers 

1  c  — 

80 

—  Q 

N.°  1 1  : 

Tho'  Aloulton  . 

10  — 

?o 
0" 

~  5 

N?  12  : 

Mr  [Jnf]  Ct0w    .    .  . 

.     .     2?  — 

^0 

—  0 

Dan?  Shepherdson  . 

10  — 

20 

—  0 

Nf  14  : 

Seth  Switzer  .    .    .  . 

10  — 

to 

-  c 

Nf  IS  : 

¥Aw^  Gibbons    .    .  . 

.     .     .     15  - 

4^ 

—  c 

Nf  16 : 

Hen:  Bullocke    .  . 

2  ? 

—  0 

Nf  17  : 

Jnf  Burrage    .    .    .  . 

c 

—  0 

Nf  18: 

W?  Smith  ....  5 

^  [10- 

lose:  KetcherinsT     .  ? 

20 

-  0 

Nf  19  : 

Sam"  Haule   .    .    .  . 

.    .    .    20  - 

40 

Nf  20  : 

James  Tomson    .    .  . 

•    •    •     5  - 

30 

-5 

Nf  21  : 

\Vf  Powell     .    .    .  . 

•    •    •     5  - 

10 

-  0 

Nf  22  : 

Abra:  Pratt     .    .    .  . 

.    .    .    10  - 

20 

-  0 

Nf  23: 

Isack  Cole     .    .    .  . 

.    .    .    10  - 

20 

-  0 

Nf  24  : 

Wf  Batchelor     .    .  . 

...  15- 

30 

-  0 

Nf  25  : 

Geo:  Hutchinson     .  . 

•    •    •     5  - 

30 

-5 

Nf  26: 

The?  L)Tide  .... 

.    .    •    35  - 

So 

-5 

Nf  27  : 

W"  Brackenbury     .  . 

...    15  - 

40 

-5 

Nf  28  : 

James  Pemberton    .  . 

...     5  - 

30 

-5 

Nf  29  : 

Peter  Garland     .    .  . 

.    •    •     5  - 

15 

-5 

Nf  30: 

Robt  Rand  .... 

...    15  - 

35 

-  5 

Nf  31: 

Ezekl'  Richeson  .    .  . 

•    •    •    35  - 

85 

-  5 

Nf  32: 

John  Hodges  .... 

•   •   •  5- 

30 

-  5 
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N"  33  :  Rice  Cole  

.   .  10 

— 

so -5 

■N?  34  :  M'  Jn  Harvard  .... 

,   .  60 

— 

1 20  -  0 

Nf  35  :  Rich  '  Sprague  .... 

.   .  20 

— 

55-5 

N?  36  :  Tho:  Guble  

•    •  »5 

— 

35-0 

N°  37  :  James  Browne  .... 

•    •  »5 

— 

40-5 

33 :  Robt  Hawkins  .... 

.   .  10 

- 

ao  -0 

N?  39 :  goo:  II10;  Caule  .   .   .  . 

•   •  5 

— 

15-0 

Nf  40 :  Jose:  Coleman  .... 

•   ■  S 

- 

Nf  4 1  :  W?  Nash  

•   •  5 

— 

30-5 

N?  42  :  W?  ffrolhingale  .... 

.   .  20 

— 

40-5 

N"  43  :  M'  Nicho*  Trarice  .    .  . 

.    .  15 

35-0 

N:  44  :  Robt  Shurthus  .... 

•    •  5 

— 

20  —  0 

N?  45 :  BeDia!  Hnbbenl .... 

.   .  10 

— 

25-5 

46 :  Mis.  Ann  Htggioson    .  . 

.   .  30 

— 

45-5 

N?  47 :  Nich!  Davb  

•   •  5 

— 

30-5 

N"  48  :  Jn?  Haule  

•   •  5 

— 

25-5 

N?  49  :  Rich:*  Kettle  

•   •  5 

- 

20-5 

N''  50  :  John  Palmer  ..... 

.   .  0 

— 

10-5 

N"  5 1  :  W"  Dade  

•    •  5 

— 

30-5 

N?  52  :  Jn?  Lewis  

.    .  0 

— 

15-5 

53 :  Jd?  Woolricb  

.  .  s 

— 

»5  -5 

N?  54 :  Wide:  Wilkeson  .... 

•  •  s 

— 

«s-s 

55  '■  J'^nies  Hobberd  .... 

•  •  s 

— 

10  -0 

N:*  56  :  Tho?  Pearce  

•   •  »5 

— 

50-5 

N"  5  7  :  Rich!"  Palgrave  .... 

.   .  20 

— 

50-5 

58  :  Edw^  Burton  

.    .  0 

— 

10-5 

N"  59  :  The?  Richeson  .... 

.    .  0 

- 

15-5 

Abra:  Hin  

•  ■\  5 

N?  60 :  John  Mottsall .   .   .   .  . 

.     .  )  20 

— 

45-5 

N?  6x  :  Geo:  Hebourne  .... 

•  •  s 

- 

30-5 

62  :  T-^nics  Mathews  .... 

.   .  10 

20-0 

N"  63  :  Abra:  Palmer  

.    .  20 

— 

55-0 

N"  64  :  M'  [W?]  Witherall  .    .  . 

•  •  15 

— 

30-0 

N?  65  :  Walter  Palmer  .... 

.  .  30 

— 

65-5 

66  .  Geo:  Buncker  .... 

■   •  75 

— 

180-5 

Nf  67 :  Geo:  Knore  ..... 

•   •  5 

10-0 

Nf  68 :  Edwl*  Carrington    .   .  . 

•   •  5 

IS -5 

Nf  69  :  Jn?  Brimsmead  .... 

.   .  5 

15-0 

N?  70  :  Phillip  Drincker  .... 

.   .  10 

20-0 

N?  71  :  Oeo:  ffelch  ..... 

.    .  5 

20  -  5 

N°  72  :  Edw^  Sturgcs  

0 

5  -  3 

N?  73  :  Rice  Moms  

•    •  5 

15-5 

Nf  74  :  Joshua  Tedd  

-  •  5 

15 -0 
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N"  75  :  M"  [Willow  Kather"]  Coitemore 

20  — ■ 

40 

-  0 

76  :  John  Sibiey  

•  • 

10  - 

20 

-  0 

40- 

80 

-0 

0  - 

15 

-5 

5- 

30 

-s 

5- 

15 

-5 

N?  81  :  Tho' Knore  

5  - 

20 

-  5 

25  - 

45 

-  0 

30- 

-  5 

10- 

«s 

-0 

«s- 

60 

-5 

N"  S6  :  John  Tedd  

10  - 

20 

-  0 

iN;  S7  :  \VT  Baker  

5  - 

20 

-  5 

N?  88  :  Geo:  White  hand     .    .  . 

•  ■ 

to  - 

30 

-5 

» ^                 •  .    B  ^ 

5- 

10 

-  0 

»s- 

40 

-5 

^h.  ^  —                                       aft  ^    ■  * 

»s  - 

-0 

N?  92  :  Mathr  Smith  

■  • 

5- 

15 

-0 

i^?  93  :  Abra:  Mcllowcs  .    .  10. 

t 

Ecltt^  Mellowes  .    .  25. 

60.  0  J 

95 

-  5 

Nf  94 :  Widow  Haiwood    .   .  . 

•  • 

0- 

15 

-5 

15- 

40 

-5 

«5- 

40 

-5 

N"  97  :  Mich"  Riir^tow    .    .    .  . 

10  " 

25 

-5 

Nr  98  :  Slcph'.'  {'ibi^ditrh      .    .  . 

20  - 

40 

-  0 

N?  99  :  ffaintnot  Winds  .... 

s  - 

10 

-  0 

100 :  Capt?  Robt  Sedgwick  . 

*  • 

35- 

t6o 

-5 

IM.  lOi  :  Ineopni:  Hlg^jinsoa   *  . 

*  < 

s- 

10 

-0 

N?  102  :  Tho'  Ewer  

»s- 

60 

-5 

Ny  to^  :  Ralph  Sprague  .    .    ,  , 

35- 

90 

Nf  104 :.  James  Garrett  .    .    .  , 

10  - 

-  0 

N?  105  :  ThoJ  Squire  

5  - 

20 

-  5 

N?  106 :  Edw?  Jones  

5- 

25 

-5 

N?  107  :  W."  QuickC  

5- 

10 

-  0 

N?  io8 :  Thof  Coitmoie  .   .   .  . 

35- 

70 

*  Ckarlrstinvii  Archnret,  xx.  in  loeo. 
Of  Nowell.  Symmei,  and  Greene,  the 
fir^t  three  in  the  list,  it  is  said.  "These 
were  agreed  to  have  the  first  without 
LoCt"  Forty-five  acres  were  allotted  to 
Gicene,  the  ruling  elder  of  the  church, 
but  in  the  Book  of  PossrstioHs  he  is  cred- 
ited with  fifteen  only.  James  Havden 
(No.  80)  received  ten  acres  in  his  lot 


It  will  be  seen  that  Richard  Spraprtie 
(35)  and  Ralph  Sprague  (103)  received, 
iLCording  to  the  allotment,  fifty-five  and 
ninety  acres  respectively  in  the  land 
"Above  the  Ptonds."  In  the  Book  of 
ross,-siiou!  ihcv  are  given  sixty  and 
ninety  acres,  adjoining,  in  "  Pond  feilde." 
abathwatt  ,EU  P^d;  and  there  ia 
nothhig  to  odttai]pMd  with  the  aUoC- 
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The  lots  on  Mystic  Side,  east  the  North  River,  were  north 
of  a  line  drawn  from  Powder  Horn  Hill  to  the  head  of  the 
river,  and  ran  in  six  ranges,  each  one  hundred  poles  in  width, 
northwest  from  the  Hoston  line.  Northerly,  they  were  limited 
by  the  rocky  hills  of  Scadan,  and  by  the  Long  Meadow  —  the 
marshes  at  the  head  of  the  North  River  and  along  the  banks  of 
Pcmberton's  or  Harvell's  Brook.  On  and  beyond  those  hills, 
too  wild  and  rocky  for  immediate  use,  were  the  commons,  which 
were  not  divided  until  1695.*'^ 

The  first  lot  of  the  lower  range  was  the  forty  acres  of  the  Rev, 
Zechariah  S}'mmes,  the  greater  part  of  which  became  a  portion 
of  the  farm  of  Tiiomas  Whittemore  and  his  descendants  and  so 
remained  until  1845.  when  it  was  sold  to  Nathaniel  Sands  of 
New  York,  and  became  the  subject  of  an  unfortunate  specula- 
tion which  involved  a  large  tract  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  Saga- 
more Hill,  named  by  a  tasteless  generation  Mount  Washington, 
was  within  or  near  its  bounds.  Next  was  the  unnumbered  por- 
tioa  of  Increase  Nowell,  which  being  sold  to  Robert  Burden,  the 
progenitor  of  the  Burditt  family,  was  a  part  of  his  possessions 
in  1667,  when  he  died.  In  the  same  range  was  the  lot,  num- 
bered twelve,  of  John  Crow.  Fifteen  acres  of  this  lot  were  sold 
by  William  Roberts  to  Rowland  Lahome  in  164&   Six  years 


neiitt  abont  tbe  Mjntic  Ponds.  This 
ni.iy  be  oqilalned  bgr  the  foUowing 

entry :  — 

"[18.        163S.I    Inasmuch  as  it 

app''  the  Land  in  the  great  Lotts 
jl  was  laid  out  to  Thomas  Line  & 
RSch^  Sprague  proo««s  altogctiR  uni^ 
uscfull  being  nothing  but  Rockes  w-'' 
was  wholly  besides  of.  intent,  &  only 
tkrotigh  ovenigbt  of  the  Snrrcyon  w«« 
Judge  it  to  bee  Just  K  c  j u  .ll  y'.  they 
have  allowance  elswhere  to  theire  sat- 
tufactioii  they  Icareing  the  a£Foi«s9 
Rocks  to  lye  Common."  ChttrUstawn 
ArtAivet,  xx.  in  loco.   Cf.  note  35,  this 


*^  The  completion  of  the  great  allot- 
ment  was  marked  by  the  compilation 
of  tbe  CkaHmmmm  Rc^  tf  Pmeftimu, 
CiSrvod  as  CkarUstown  .-ire hives, 
whidi  is  fully  described  in  the 
following  extnct  from  the  CharUttnm 


"  1638. 

"On  the  2Sth  day  of  the  X  month 
was  taken  A  True  Record  of  all  such 
homes  ft  Lands  as  are  Poaseaaed  by 
the  Inhabita"**  of  Charlstovvn,  wheth' 
by  purchase,  by  gift  from  the  Towne, 
or  by  allottnients  as  they 
amongst  them  by  A  Joynt  Consent  aft' 
the  Gen"  Court  hadsetled  theire  Bounds, 
by  granting  eight  miles  froDl  the  old 
Meeting  house  into  the  Contry  North- 
west Northrly,  ^:c.  the  bounds  of  the 
i*  Townc  Lying  or  being  bettwizt  Cam* 
bridge  alias  New  Towne,  on  t  he  West 
South  west,  St  Boston  Land  on  the  East 
as  it  app"  upon  Record  by  the  levti* 
grants  of  Gen"  Courts  to  all  iho  afforet** 
Bounds." 

This  volume,  which  has  bean  ptinted 

in  the  Third  Report  of  the  \Bostor{\  Record 
CommisnmtrSf  is  the  Domesday  Book 
of  Mystic  Sida. 
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later  Lahome  transferred  his  purchase,  with  a  house,  to  Thomas 
Skinoer,  "  victualer; "  but  it  is  soon  found  in  the  occupancy  of 
Thomas  Call,  as  a  grantee  or  tenant  of  Skinner.  The  marriage 
of  Skinner  with  Call's  widow,  Lydia,  after  1678,  returned  the 
house  and  land  to  their  earlier  possessor.  The  later  history  of 
dits  house,  which  stood  near  the  comer  of  Cross  and  Walnut 
Streets*  is  given  m  another  place."  Farther  north,  the  lot  nine- 
teen bordered  the  Long  Meadow,  and  its  twenty  acres,  forming 
a  sharp  angle  to  the  north-eas^  closed  the  first  and  began  the 
second  range. 

In  the  second  range,  lot  Uiirty-one  had  the  Great  Swamp  near 
it  upon  the  east;  and  lot  thirty-four,  passing  through  several 
hands,  became  the  "  westermost "  of  tfie  farms  of  job  Lane. 
Here  in  1652  were  Turlc^  Hill,  afterwards  known  as  Burden's 
or  Burditt's  Hill,  and  a  path,  the  former  of  which  remained 
almost  unscarred  by  the  works  of  man  until  1892,  when  it  began 
to  be  built  upon.  In  the  latter,  perhaps,  we  may  trace  the 
origin  of  the  present  Elm  Street  in  Everett.  This  land  was  for 
forty  years  the  home  of  the  Mudges,  then  of  the  Chittendens. 
I^tly,  it  was  the  farm  of  Leavitt  Corbett,  who  will  be  remem- 
bered by  many.  It  is  now  a  portion  of  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery 
Company's  lands.  Lot  forty,  a  trian^e  of  five  acres,  met  the 
Boston  line  and  closed  the  second  range. 

In  the  third  range,  the  first  three  lots,  forty-one  to  forty-three^ 
having  been  acquired  by  Nicholas  Parker,  were  sold  to  Job 
Lane  in  1656  and  formed,  with  some  adjoining  lands,  the  "  eas- 
termost "  of  his  farms.  Before  1688  it  was  occupied  by  John 
ScoUey  and  John  Ross,  *  and  in  that  year  it  was  improved  by 
Thomas  Wayte,  who  purchased  it  in  1704  of  the  Lane  heirs. 
It  was  the  home  of  the  Waj^es  for  nearly  a  century,  when,  the 
last  male  of  the  name  in  that  bran^  having  pused  away,  it  was 
sold,  in  1787,  to  Captain  Naler  Hatch  of  Revolutionary  fame.*' 
The  "  Mansbn  "  which  was  probably  built  by  Job  Lane,  who 
was  himself  a  house-carpenter,  stood  near  the  present  gate  of 
the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  was  demolished  by  the  Cemetery 

"  Vide  ch3L\*.  xiii.  note  II.  Barrett.    John  Ross  was  his  brother-in- 

"  John  Scolley  had  l}een  a  ferryman,   law,  having  married  Mary  Barrett 
His  wife  «RM  Hannah,  <laughter  ol  jamea      *  MM,  Co.  i>ttdt,  sir.  14 ;  xcv.  sia 
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Company.  The  fann  itself  is  rapidly  becoming  a  city  of  the 
dead. 

Next  to  the  lots  just  mentioned,  on  the  Boston  line  in  the 
fourth  range  was  a  triangle  of  six  acres  which  was  accounted  as 
a  part  of  the  twenty-five  acres  of  Francis  Norton,  the  remainder 
of  his  allotment  forming  the  first  lot  in  the  fifth  range,  bounded 
likewise  by  the  Boston  line.  This  land,  which  in  time  became 
the  property  of  the  Sayes  women  and  after  them  of  James 
Millinor,  b  elsewhere  noticed." 

Across  the  centre  of  these  ranges  ran  the  Great  Swamp,  some 
remnants  of  which  still  remain  east  of  Cross  and  Feny  streets* 
Fifty  years  ago,  in  its  extent  and  dense  growth*  it  was  worthy  of 
the  ancient  name  which  it  still  bore.  Slight  attention  appears 
to  have  been  paid  to  its  disadvantages,  unless  some  of  the  lots 
may  have  been  made  larger  in  consequence ;  and  there  are  one 
or  two  indications  of  an  allowance  for  waste  land. 

A  seventh  range,  beginning  above  the  Nowell  grant,  west  of 
the  North  River,  ran  eastward  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Three  Mile, 
or  Spot  Pond,  Brook,  embracing  tiie  territory  through  which 
afterwards  ran  the  Medford  road,  our  present  Pleasant  Street, 
Above  it  was  the  common,  and  once  a  highway  is  mentioned  as 
running  along  its  northern  side.  This  was  the  Indian  trail, 
known  as  the  Salem  Path,  which  Nowell  noted  as  running  north 
of  his  farm  in  1635.  This  range  comprised  five  acres  of  number 
ninety-seven and  the  remaining  lots  of  the  divbion,  all  of 
which  were  west  of  the  Three  Mile  Brook,  except  that  dL 
Thomas  Coytmore,  whose  thirty-five  acres  were  on  the  eastern 
side,  and  the  two  lots  of  Edward  Jones  and  William  Quick, 
which  covered  the  piece  of  upland  between  the  marshes  of  the 
two  brooks  in  the  vicinity  of  Middlesex  and  Centre  Streets. 

The  lot  numbered  one  hundred  was  transferred  to  Joseph 
Hills  and,  passing  from  his  possession,  formed,  with  tlic  adjoin- 
ing lot  of  Faintnot  Wines,  Samuel  Eldred's  ^^L^m  of  forty  acres, 

chnp  \\  riiite  48.  Maiden,  while  the  rctn  li  iitic^  five  acres 

**  Lot  97  was  the  ten-acre  portion  of  formed  a  triangular  piece  at  the  end 

MfehaiA  BwMnw;  of  which  the  five  acres  of  the  axtb  range  of  the  Isrgsr  dhriUony 

her--  mentioned  were  at    th-j  rx'.rffnio  far  east  on  the  Boston  line,  at  or  IIMT 

western  limit  of  the  future  town  of  the  present  Black  Ann's  Corner. 
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which  was  taken  in  1660  on  an  execution  in  favor  of  Edward 
Lanc.^  It  was  afterwards  occupied  by  the  blacksmith,  George 
Durand.  Richard  Dexter  purchased  this  with  other  lands  in 
1663  and  it  remained  in  the  Dexter  family  without  division 
until  the  present  generation.  On  the  adjoining  land,  alloued 
to  Stephen  Fosdick,  the  almshouse  was  built  in  1821.  The 
allotment  of  Richard  Sprague,  descending  to  his  heirs,  ulti- 
mately absorbed  all  the  range  east  of  the  Dexter  land,  including 
a  porti<m  of  the  Coytmore  lot  east  of  Three  Mile  Brook.  On 
the  northern  end  of  his  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Clifton  Street, 
between  Washington  and  Summer  streets,  Richard  Sprague 
settled  very  early.  Summer  Street,  and  perhaps  a  portion  of 
Pleasant  Street,  was  a  lane  leading  from  Sprague's  house  to  a 
landing-place  —  Sprague's  Bank,  on  the  river  at  the  lower  ex- 
tremity of  his  lot. 

How  far  east  the  lot  of  Thomas  Coytmore,  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Three  Mile  Brook,  extended  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 
Certainly  it  was  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  meadows  of 
Pemberton's  Brook,  and  on  the  north,  as  at  first  granted,  it  ran 
not  far  beyond  die  falls,  near  the  bridge  by  which  Mountain 
Avenue  now  crosses  the  brook.  On  the  east  it  reached  the 
vicinity  of  Sprague  Street,  for  the  easterly  Une  of  the  High 


»  Suffolk  Co.  Df'  j!,  iii.  375;  Midd. 
Co.  Duds,m.  132.  i^ow  Kldred  got  the 
land  from  Joseph  Hills,  or  who  built 
the  house,  which  was  standing  upon  it 
in  1663, 1  do  not  kiunr.  The  old  house 
stood  near  the  south  easterly  comer  of 
the  present  Dexlcr  and  Rockland  Streets, 
where  a  few  years  ago  its  ancient  foun> 
dalion  was  found  and  the  depression 
which  marked  its  site  was  filled.  The 
Salem  Path  ran  upon  the  northeriy  side 
of  the  rocky  hill  near  by,  nearly  in  the 
Une  of  Clifton  Street.  West  of  the 
Village  Lane,  now  Summer  Street,  fifty 
jrears  aj^.  bars  in  the  walls  and  traces 
of  an  old  way  across  the  fields  remained 
to  show  the  location  of  the  lotfan  trail. 
Still  farther  westward,  evidences  of  sev- 
eral ways  were  visible  in  1890,  by  one 
of  which  the  old  patii  sought  the  Med- 
ford  plaiiu. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 


century,  a  second  house  was  built  farther 
sooth  under  the  great  elm  which  sttU 
remains.  Tm  litioTi  says  that  this  tree, 
which  in  its  later  years  has  been  known 
as  the  Washington  Elnit  and  which 
spreads  its  branches  over  a  hundred 
feet,  was  a  large  one  even  at  that  time. 
With  a  girth  of  twenty^eeven  feet  in 
its  largest  part,  it  is  still  vigorous  and 
shows  few  signs  of  decay.  It  is  the 
only  rdic  of  the  prinud  forest  erhlcb 
once  covered  the  town. 

Some  of  the  material  of  the  first  was 
used  in  the  iceond  house,  whidi  in  It* 
later  dajrs  was  an  interesting  example 
of  the  domestic  architecture  of  the  colo- 
nial period.  It  was  demolished  in  1848 
and  the  present  house  was  bnilt  upon 
its  site  by  Richard  and  Samuel  G. 
Dexter,  in  whoee  possession  and  occu- 
pancy it  still  remains.  Aj/SwwrotiiMf 
Samuel  G.  Dexter. 
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School  land,  which  represents  the  limit  of  the  Coytmore  allot- 
ment in  that  direction,  is  one  of  the  few  ancient  boundaries 
which  can  still  be  recognized  with  almost  absolute  certainty. 
However  it  may  have  been  bounded  at  first,  it  was  after  a  few 
years  limited  to  the  narrow  strip  of  land  west  of  Main  Street  by 
unrecorded  transfers  to  Joseph  Hills  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Salem  Street,  and  to  Abraham  Hill  on  the  southerly  side. 
Before  its  diminution,  however,  it  was  enlarged  on  ite  northerly 
side  by  the  following  grants :  — 

[May  29,  1640]  M'  ThoT  Coitmore  was  granted  the  end  of  his  Lott 
bettwixt  y*  Mount  I'ruspect  &  the  River  for  his  p'pcr  use  in  case  he 
goe  on  with  building  the  Mill  w'^  if  hee  doe  not  ht-e  is  then  to  Leave 
4  Acres  to  the  use  of  bucli  as  shall  have  Liberty  to  build  y"  Mill  to  bee 
sett  oat  by  such  as  shall  be  appointed.** 

[Febr  15,  1649^.]  M'  Tbo:  Coitmore  was  granted  the  ground 
above  his  Lott  over  the  Mount  Prospect  to  the  Land  Laid  out  to  Tho: 
Line  to  runne  upon  A  Strei^t  Lane  from  parting  line  bettwixt  him 
k  ro:  Jose:  UiUs.** 

Beyond  the  line  of  the  Coytmore  land  and  extending  to  the 
hilts  and  swamps  toward  Scadan  was  a  plain,  on  which  are  now 
located  the  populous  sections  of  the  fiftii  ward  and  Faulkner, 
which  was  not  covered  by  the  grants  of  jJie  great  allotment, 


•*  CkarUslm'u  Archk'et,  xx.  in  toco. 

«»  Ibid.  In  i6j8,  Thomas  Lyndc 
owned  three  acm  of  meadow  "  on  the 
north  side  of  mount  prospect,'*  which 
he  had  evidently  received  in  the  division 
of  ba3r-lots.  The  eighty  acies  which 
were  assigned  him  "above  y*  Ponds'* 
in  the  great  allotment,  proving  "alto- 
geth!  unuscfull  being  nothing  but 
Kockes,"  it  was  agreed,  August  26,  1639, 
"yl  Tho:  line  shall  have  some  Land 
bjr  th«  Mount  Prospect,  if  upon  view  it 
may  bee  had  by  his  Hay  ground. " 
CkArlestown  Archives,  nx.  in  lao.  This 
laad,  which  was  laid  out,  as  propoied, 
on  the  north  side  of  Wayte's  Mount, 
was  a  part  of  the  large  property  which 
ThoauB  Lynde  and  his  descendants 
afterwards  held.  Here,  as  the  Lynde 
family  increased,  several  houses  were 
built,  the  oMctt  of  which  was  prabaUy 
boilt  bf  Thomas,  the  grantac^  on  the 


site  of  the  brick  end  house  now  standing 
near  the  entrance  of  the  cemetery  on 
Forest  Street.  The  old  house,  with 
about  forty  acres  of  land  on  botli  sides 
of  the  road,  was  sold,  in  1 7 53,  by  Jacob 
Lynde  to  llbenezcr  Hariiden,  and  by 
the  latter,  in  1761,  to  Thomas  Pratt, 
whose  son  John,  to  make  room  for  the 
present  house,  demolished  it  about  tSjO. 
The  older  part  of  the  house,  knnwtv  as 
the  Joseph  Lynde  house,  now  siaiuling 
at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  Good- 
year Avenue,  was  built  about  1720.  The 
view  of  this  house  which  is  given  in 
the  text  was  taken  in  1873.  In  the 
cellar  of  this  house  there  was  formerly 
"an  oak  log,  a  little  larger  and  taller 
than  a  barrel,  scooped  out  lihe  e  moitar, 
with  an  iron  hoop  amund  the  top ;  the 
p^tle  is  gone.  In  this  the  corn  was 
pounded  and  ground."  Gon,  i9!t<Mrihtf 
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except  on  its  easterly  side,  where  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  lot  of 
Waller  Palmer  appears  to  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  George 
Bunker.**  The  unappropriated  portion  remained  not  long  in  its 
primitive  condition ;  and  the  entry  which  records  the  <^rant  in- 
troduces us  to  one  who  became  prominent  and  "  helpful "  to 
both  church  and  state. 


[J11I7  30, 1638.]  Joseph  HiU  [J»^]  was  admitted  A  Towna^ 
man,  &  is  gnnted  25  Acres  of  Land  on  mistickside  by  llff  Coitiixma 
Lott,  &  50  move  aff  the  great  Lotts  are  finished." 

The  twenty-five  acres  were  located  east  of  the  Cogrtinore 
land.   Farther  east  were  twenty  acres  of  the  Palmer  land»  which, 

*  Tliii  was  No.  65  of  die  altotinent,       "  CMartttltmn  Arekhtn,  xx.  Av  Am 

Whidl covered  the  westerly  ends  of  the  The  fifty  acres  wt-tt-  pmhalily  laid  out 

iMid  and  fourth  ranges  of  the  first  on  the  south  side  of  Smith's  Pond.  Mr. 

division.  Of  this  lot^  seventeen  acie*  Hills  sold  Us  ststjr-ncre  lot  at  tliat  place 

were  north  .iiul  thirteen  acres  smith  of  to  Henry  Evans  In  l66ak  JMi 

Long  Meadow,  or  HarveU's  Brook ;  and  Detdt^  H.  131. 
VMh  <B^ions  «rere  etrfdently  east  and 
aootli  of  the  present  Cross  Street 
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before  the  end  of  the  year,  George  Bunker  sold  to  Thomas 
Ruck,  and  which  in  time  became  a  part  of  the  possessions  of 
Joseph  Hills.  On  its  eastern  side  was  afterwards  laid  out  that 
way  "  between  M'  Mils  &  Bunkars  farmcs,"  which,  known 
for  many  years  as  Harvell's  Brook  Lane,  became  in  time  a  jjart 
of  the  present  Cross  Street.  These  three  lots  were  covered  by 
tile  forest,  and  the  whole  territory  was  bounded  by  the  Three 
Mile  Brook,  by  the  common  which  contained  Mount  Prospect, 
or  Waytc's  Mount,  anJ  ihc  1  auliaier  hills,  by  the  Scadan 
swamps,  and  by  the  meadows  of  Pcmbcrton's  Brook  between 
Salem  Street  and  Eastern  Avenue.  In  the  Charlestown  Book 
of  Possessions  [1638]  these  lots  are  described  as  follows:  — 

[Co\TMORE.]  Thiitie  and  five  acres  of  woodland,  scituate  and  lying 
in  mistik  feilde,  N"  108,  length,  and  in  breadth,  butting  to 

the  south  upon  the  nicaddow,  to  the  north  upon  the  common,  bounded 
on  the  west  by  the  fresh  nverett,  and  on  the  east  by  M'  Hiles. 

[Hni£.]  Twentie  and  (five  acres  of  woodland,  more  or  lesse,  sdtnate 
in  mistick  feilde,  butting  sooth  upon  long  meaddow,  north  upon  the 
comon ;  bounded  ou  the  west  by  Tho  Coytemore  and  on  the  east  by 
Tho  Ruck. 

[Ki'CK.]  Twentie  acres  of  land,  more  or  lesse,  scituate  in  mistick 
feilde,  bounded  on  ihe  nordi  by  the  common,  on  the  west  by  Josseph 
Hilesi  and  on  the  south  east  by  a  swamp  and  meade.'* 

The  unappropriated  land  between  the  five-acre  lots  and  the 
lots  of  the  great  allotment,  as  has  been  seen,  was  reserved  for 
such  as  might  be  received  with  another  minister,  that  is  for  the 
nse  of  those  new  comers  who  should  bring  the  strength  neces- 
sary for  the  formation  of  a  new  church ;  but  the  town  having 
called  Thomas  Allen,  "a  studycnt"  from  England,  to  fill  the 
office  left  by  the  deceased  John  Harvard,  and  new  settlers  hav- 
ing come  in,  it  was  divided  as  follows:  — 

(The  28  day  of  y!  viij  month  1640.]  Abiam  Palmer  &  Robt 
Hale  were  appointed  to  I^y  out  the  aoo  Acres  of  Land  on  mistick  nde 
to  the  men  appointed  in  w"*"  they  are  first  to  accomodate  Ml  Seiieant, 
Tho:  Martin  then  Mr  Tho:  Allen  and  f  rest  by  Lott 

"  Ckaritjtfmm  Artkivet,  xndv.  9,  aS.  00.  Eiaez,  In  Eogiaad,  or  its  vidnlty. 
<i.  Thomas  Ruck  was  fraoi  MaMon^   Ledrfbrd^  Ntle-Siik,  7^  91. 
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[/«  the  mar^in^  This  is  p'  of  )'  300  Acres  resen"^  y*"  6  of  y'  ij'? 
month  1638  call'^  heere  but  200  Acres  at  Mistickside,  the  at  measuring 
it  held  out  260  Acres  there,  laid  out  to  m'  iho:  Allen  (now  called  to 
the  office  of  Teacher  of  this  Church)  and  to  die  xest  htitst  imediatly 
aftt  mentioiid. 


A  dn  ission  0/  the  Land  lyitii^  iu-t/weeiu-  (he  five  Acre  Lolls  at  the  head 
of  them  allotted  out  as  heerea/tfr  exprest. 


KamM  of  Pcnoas 

Acre* 

MaiBci  of  Penoiu 

Aae» 

Thoniat  Allen 

35 

Bro:  Robinson 

3 

M'.  [W™]  Seargeant 

Tho:  Gould 

4 

Tho:  Martin 

to 

\V>  Stitson  [Stilson] 

Abra:  Hill 

Jn?  Pentecost 

3 

Robt  Leech 

Edw.'  Wood 

5 

Walter  Popes  Child 

5 

Goo:  [Tho:]  flrencli 

Gaudy  James 

Goo:  [W«l  Smith  Tailor 

Tbo:  Weilder 

Jn»  Seer 

Alexaod'.  ffield 

A 

Rich''  Lowden 

3 

goo.  [Jn°  ]  Whitmaa 

3i 

Tbo:  Graves 

20 

[Robt]  Cooke 

10 

John  Allen 

30 

Ralph  Woorie 

6 

Manus  Jackson 

4 

Mich  a?  Long 

4 

John  Martin 

4 

W»  Phillips 

10 

I  sack  Cole 

4 

BnK  Oo*i  Baker,  Tailor 

3 

Robt  Nash 

4 

goo:  [Jn"  ]  March 
[Rich?]  KusseU 

4 

vo 

ffra:  Willooghby 

goo:  Edw"?  Larkin 

20 

3 

Augustine  Walker 

4* 

Several  lots  of  diis  division  may  be  identified.  The  most 
irartherly  was  the  twenty  acres  of  John  Alien,  which,  being  sold 
to  John  Lewis,  who  died  in  1657,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Greens  and  others.  Out  of  it  came  the  six  and  one*half  acres  of 
the  Rev.  Michael  Wigglesworth,  which  in  1657  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  common  field  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Newhall  Street,  west  by  the  ministry  land,  and  south  by  the 
highway  which  is  now  Cross  Street.  The  comer  of  High  and 
Ashland  Streets  is  upon  this  lot. 

South  of  the  Allen  lot  was  the  land  of  Thomas  Graves,  which, 
being  purchased  by  James  Green  of  Richard  Harrington  in 
1656,  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Greens  until  1765,  when 
it  was  sold  by  Darius  Green  to  Joseph  Perkins  of  Danvers  and 

*  Chai^dgmH  Artkmt,  »•  93. 94*  . 
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continued  with  tihe  deKendanta  of  the  latter  another  century. 
South  of  this  lot  was  that  of  Robert  Cooke. 

The  great  lot  of  Francis  Willoughby  was  farther  south.  It 
was  sold  to  William  Bucknam  in  1649  and  formed  a  part  of  that 
farm,  the  memory  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  name  of  Bucknam 
Street  in  Everett.^  South  of  diis  was  die  allotment  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Allen,  which  was  sold  to  William  Johnson,  the 
brickmaker,  in  1651.  Eight  acres  of  the  easterly  portion  of 
this  tot  were  purchased  by  William  Sai^eant  in  1654;  and  the 
remainder,  accounted  as  fourteen  acres,  was  sold  to  Joses  Buck> 
nam  in  1677,  when  it  was  bounded,  north-west,  west,  and  south, 
by  the  highway  at  the  head  of  the  five-acre  tots — the  present 
Norwood  Street.  This  land,  which  was  known  as  "  Johnson's 
Playn,"  may  still  be  recognized  by  its  bounds  opposite  the  head 
of  Corey  Street.  A  part  was  for  many  years  in  the  possession 
of  the  late  Captain  Solomon  Corey,  whose  land  on  the  south 
side  of  Norwood  Street  was  apparently  within  the  limits  of  the 
five-acre  lots. 

North  of  the  Willoughby  lot  was  that  of  William  riiillips; 
and  on  the  west  was  the  twenty-acre  lot  of  Richard  Russell, 
which  was  sold  to  William  Stilson.  The  latter  occupied  the 
level  land  west  of  Bucknam  Street  and  the  slope  t)f  the  wood-  ' 
land  towards  the  marshes;  while  still  farther  west  lay  the  four 
acres  of  Augustine  Walker,  which  were  sold  to  Edward  Carring- 


*^  Upon  the  Hucknam  farm  was  the 
interesting  old  house,  known  in  its  latter 
years  as  the  Swan  house,  which  was  de- 
molished in  1875.  A  portion,  being  the 
northwest  comer,  was  the  first  house  bnilt 
ttpon  the  land.  Around  or  against  it  a 
hter  construction  was  raised  in  the  early 
part  of  the  ei^hlctnili  century.  A  highly 
imaginative  article,  which  was  reprinted 
from  tiie  Sfittm  Htratd  in  the  Maiden 
Mirror,  August  14,  'i'^l^.  Rives  the  early 
date  of  1630  to  its  erection;  but  there 
was  evidently  no  house  standing  there 
in  1649.  I'  upon  the  Willoughby 

lot  that  William  Bucicnam,  who  was  him- 
self a  carpenter,  built,  but  upon  an  aA- 
joining  and  later  purchase.  At  his  death. 
If  arch  2S.  1679.  the  house,  which  was  in 


Maiden  very  near  the  Charlestown  line, 

standing  upon  four  acr.  is  niLiuioned 
with  the  Willoughby  lot  of  twenty  acres. 
When  fats  son  joses  died,  August  24,  ?'  - 

I'V)),  he  left  to  hi>  SDti  S.iniiiL-l  the  house 
with  its  four  acres  and  the  twenty-acre 
lot,  with  six  acres  adjoining  bating  To 
thr  hrmi^tced  .is  it  may  Reach  to  the 
Spniig  for  J  lK.aitii  of  watring  "  I.i<  u- 
tenant  Samuel  probably  built  the  ;iiUlt- 
tion  above  mcntionetl,  and  he  lived  in 
the  house  until  his  death,  July,  1751. 
His  descendant,  Joseph  Swan,  who  re- 
sides upon  the  site  of  the  old  bouse,  has 
family  papers  to  which  I  am  indebted 
for  information  of  interest.  A  view  of 
the  old  house  is  given  in  Everett  Smt' 
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ton  in  1652,  being  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  "  highway 
bordering  on  John  Upham,"  or  the  way  to  Penny  Ferry.  North 
of  Walker  was  the  lot  of  John  March,  aiid  on  the  south  was 
that  of  John  Martin.  Beyond  Willoughby's  land,  on  the  cast, 
was  the  allotnieat  of  William  Sargeant,  occup>  iiuj  the  brow  of 
that  higliland  above  Everett  Square,  on  the  line  of  ikoaciway, 
which  was  long  knoa  n  iis  Sart^eant's  Hill. 

The  bounds  between  Boston  and  Charlestown  were  not  defi- 
nitely fixed  by  the  order  of  1633,  but  two  years  later  the 
following  order  and  report  were  entered  upon  the  Colonx 
Records :  — 

i6«  It  is  referd  to  Mr  Holgraue,  M'  Colbran,  &  S'ieant  Sprage, 
6  ivy-  bounds  of  land  betwixte  Boston  &  Charltan 

4M1  Hie  iMMe-eait  ef  M  iitidte  Ryver. 

1615:  The  boondfl  beUraeoe  Boitoa  ft  Cbarieilcnraie  ave  frcma 
^       the  ereeke  along  the  creeke  vpmnl  sa  the  same  till  «ee  cone 

to  a  little  neck  of  land  that  come  from  the  east  side  of  the  same 
neck :  there  the  first  stike  stands  a  little  on  the  east  side  of  it,  &  from 
thence  to  a  m'ked  tree  at  the  foote  of  the  marsh  agreed  vpon  of  all 
sides,  &  from  that  tree  to  anotlicr  that  lye  right  opposite  over  a  hill, 
ft  from  thence  to  a  high,  tall  pine,  that  ttands  vpon  «  point  of  rock,  on 
the  side  of  the  high  way  to  Mntick  [upon  the]  other  aide  of  Rumney 
Maab,  ft  from  fnittide  to  oottide  bgr  a  atiajght  line. 

pi    lOHN  HOLGRAVB.** 

The  line  betvveen  the  towns,  in  its  remoter  course,  was  settled 
by  the  following  agreement:  — 

The  iS""  day  of  the  fust  moaeth,  1636. 
Agreed  by  vs,  whose  names  are  vnder  written,  that  the  bounds 
betweme  Boston  ft  Cbaries  Towne,  on  the  nor  east  sfde  Misticke 
Ryver,  diaS  run  from  the  m'ked  tree  vpon  the  rocky  hill  above  Rumney 
Man;he,  neere  the  written  tree  nore-nore  west  vpon  a  straight  lyne 
a  roeridean  compass  vpp  into  the  countrie. 

Abraham  Palmer, 

WOL?  CHEESEBOnOUOH, 

Will?  Spbncer.^ 

In  the  meantime  the  Court  settled  the  extent  of  the  territory 
of  Charlestown  on  the  north  by  the  foUovvuig  order:  — 

^  M»u.  C9higt  lt«9rAt  L  148, 1  jiK  Itaid,  L  163. 
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tM(  Ordered,  thatCharl^  Towne  bounds  shall  run  eight  niylcs 

3JUICA.  jjj^^  country  from  their  meeteing  howse,  if  noc  other 
bonds  intercept,  reaenieii^  the  p^jnietie  of  flienBes  gmunted  to  John 
Wialrop,  £sq*«  IT  Novell,  IP  Cndocke,  &  H*  Wibon,  to  the  ouneiE 
tbereaf,  as  ako  free  ingieeie  &  egresse  for  the  serv*s  &  cattell  of  the  said 
gent",  &  connoa  for  their  cattell,  en  the  hankewde  fd  M'  Cndooks 
tfenue.** 

Tbe  limit  of  eight  miles  from  the  meeting  house  carried  the 
Charicstown  line  nearly  to  Smidi's  Pond,  where  it  met  the  tn^ 
definite  Hoe  of  the  Saugus  (Lynn)  plantation.  By  a  libeial 
allowance  of  distance,  it  finally  fixed  itself  at  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  pond,  at  a  point  which  may  be  readily  ascertained 
by  an  extension  of  the  north-easterly  line  of  Melrose.  Within 
this  bound  was  indnded  that  part  of  the  present  town  of  Wake- 
field now  known  as  Greenwood.  At  the  extreme  northern 
point,  bounded  by  the  pond,  was  a  lot  of  sixty  acres  belongii^ 
to  Joseph  Hilk,  which  was  probably  the  grant  of  fiffy  acres, 
which  he  was  appointed  to  have  after  the  great  allotments  were 
settled. 

In  1639  the  Court  appointed  a  committee  "to  settle  the 
bounds  betweene  Charlestowne,  Boston,  &  Lin ;  "  but  I  have 
not  found  a  report  of  the  result.  A  document  written  by  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Brattle  is  extant,  which  f^iv  es  the  line  as  run 
between  Maiden  and  Rumney  Marsh  in  1678. 

We  whose  names  aie  undenrritten  being  Appomted  bjr  the  Select- 
men  of  the  Towne  of  Boston  to  be  pexambtttoton  to  runn  the  line 

betwixt  the  town  of  Maulden  and  thi«;  towne,  we  accordinj^ly  did  goe 
to  Leivtenants  Smiths  house  where  wee  meeting  some  of  Maulden  men 
appomteU  lor  that  service  being  on  the  15'^  day  of  Aprill  1678  Cap- 
tauie  Weight  and  Leivtensnt  Sprague  being  tow  of  the  men  for  Maulden 
wee  began  the  line  at  the  Coiner  of  A  stone  Wall  next  unto  Aaron 
Wayes  house  save  one  and  Confined  it  over  the  Come  field  to  an  OA 
tree  at  the  Corner  of  the  same  fence  from  thence  to  A  stake  nere  unto 
the  house  called  Job  Lanes  house  where  augment  to  the  hea[)  of  stones 
.about  the  saide  Stake,  and  from  thence  to  A  pine  tree  on  the  side  of 
A  rocl^  hill  over  Against  the  Way  yt  goeth  from  Winnesimnet  hito 
Salem  path  fiom  Maiden  and  from  thence  to  A  heape  of  stones,  and 
-from  thence  on  A  North  north  West  lyne  to  A  tsee  to  the  weatnaad 

Mm.  CWMfT  Xttthb,  ^,  ^ 
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his  house  which  wc  marked  M  X  B  and  laide  stones  to  the 


root  of  it,  from  thence  renewing  sevnll  marks  untill  we  came  to  A 
greate  oak  yt  was  feUed  which  had  m  &  B  on  it  and  its  stnb  A  great 
heap  iA  atones  the  which  we  renewed,  and  from  thence  to  A  forked 
oake  on  A  playne  with  A  stone  in  the  Cratch  of  it  the  line  goeing  A 
litle  Westerly  of  it  and  from  thence  to  A  small  Oake  marked  M  x  B 
witli  A  heape  of  btones  at  the  roote  of  it  on  the  top  of  hill  before  we 
came  to  doctor  Waldrons  house  and  from  thence  leaving  Doctor 
WaidnAis  home  on  the  right  hand  to  An  Oake  standii^  on  tite  top 
of  A  hiU  hy  Ihe  saide  Waldron  house  marked  M  x  B  and  so  to  A 
heape  of  stooea  in  Maiden  line  where  Redding  and  Boiton  head  line 
meett 

these  bounds  were  runn  by  Capt  hutchinson  Cap!  fairwcather  Leift 
Smith  &  my  Self  for  this  Towne  &  Cap*  waite  Leift  Sprague  &  Corpo- 
lall  Green  the  15*^  day  of  April  1678  and  agreed  vpon  Copj^  in  the 
towne  hoose.^ 

The  line  fixed  as  the  easterly  bound  of  Charlestown  in  1636 
has  never  been  chanjj;cd  and  still  marks  liie  eastern  limits  of 
Evcrclt,  Maiden,  and  Melrose.  The  "  point  of  rock  on  the  side 
of  the  high  way  to  Mistick"  —  the  Salem  Patii,  may  stiil  be 
recognized  and  is  a  prominent  feature  near  Black  Ann's  Corner; 
but  the  "high,  tall  pine"  which  crowned  it,  after  having  been  a 
landmark  for  more  than  a  century,  came  to  be,  in  1738,  "an 
old  Fitchpine  tree  marked  B.  M."  Twenty-one  years  later  it 
was  only  "  an  old  pitch  pine  stump  with  an  heap  of  stones  about 
it/'  and  so  it  disappears  from  our  view. 

The  eastern  boundary  being  settled,  the  Court  ordered :  — 


&  M'  Cndocks  fame,  on  the  north  side  of  Mistick  Ryver  * 

This  completed  the  settlement  of  the  bounds  of  Mystic  Side. 
By  the  close  of  1640  all  the  larger  grants  of  the  lands  south  of 

the  Scadan  liills  and  the  rocky  edt^e  of  the  western  fells  had 
been  made;  but  the  more  rocky  and  remote  portions  north  of 
these  lines  remained  common  land  until  1695.  That  some 
settlers  may  have  entered  upon  their  allotments  or  purchases  is 
possible,  perhaps  probable,  but  an  assertion  to  that  effect  can 

•*  Matt,  Ardlipn^  odi  *  Mau,  CAm^  R^rit^  L  304. 


M'  Tynge,  M'  Samu:  Sheopard,  &  Goodro.  Edward 
Converse  are  to  set  out  the  bounds  betweene  Charlestowne 
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only  rest  upon  conjecture.  In  f638,  when  the  compilation  of  the 
Charlestown  Book  of  Possessions,  by  Abraham  Palmer,  give?  an 
opportunity  to  ascertain  with  a  great  degree  of  certainty  the 
location  of  most  of  the  allotted  lands,  no  house  is  mentioned. 

The  first  hint  of  a  settlement  is  found  in  tlie  following  petition  ; 
but  whcUicr  the  petitioner  or  his  neighbors,  Moulton  and  the 
widow  Wilkinson,  first  built,  I  cannot  determine.  That  a  settle- 
ment was  first  made  at  Sweetser's  Point  or  Moulton's  Island, 
where  the  river  afforded  a  convenient  means  of  communication 
with  Charlestown  and  lioatun,  I  am  convinced.  That  Thomas 
Moulton  *^ settled  at  an  early  day  upur.  the  i::Iand  which  bore  his 
name  is  probable ;  but,  however  it  may  be,  we  have  here  the  first 
notice  of  actual  settlers  at  Mystic  Side. 

John  Gkeemlaicd  earpenkr  pe6Hmu  At  C^urt 
That  f€f  petitioner  hatb  bin  an  inhabitant  in  Ciudestowne  by  the 

space  of  two  yenres  last  past  and  all  that  while  sojourned  in  other  mens 
houses  because  he  had  none  of  his  owne  at  length  he  spake  to  some  of 
the  Townesmen  to  entreate  them  to  be  a  meanes  to  the  rest  that  he 
might  have  a  house  lott  given  him  whexeon  he  might  build  an  house  but 
he  lecehred  answere  that  the  Towne  had  no  house  tott  to  give  it  there- 
fore  the  said  Townesmen  wished  him  to  buy  one  Whereupon  yo!  pe> 
tioner  hath  bought  of  S.anuicl  Richardson  of  Charlestowne  five  acres  of 
land  within  Charlestowne  bounds  on  Misticke  syde  near  to  Thomas 
Moulton  iic  the  widdow  Wilkins  *'  and  hath  begun  &  halfe  built  his  house 
upon  it  as  yo'  petitioner  conceiveth  it  was  lawfutl  for  him  to  do  seeing 
■  that  he  hath  built  on  five  acres  of  ground.   Notmthstandmg  some  of 

«  Xhomas  Moultoa  was  an  inbabi-  two  allotments,  and  apparently  built 

tant  of  Chariestown  in  1631.   His  early  upon  her  five^cre  lot  wmewbere  to  the 

settlement  at  T-UuiJ  End,  or  Moulton's  ea-tward  of  the  way  fo  the  Mystic  and 

Island,  while  a  matter  of  conjecture,  is  near  the  marshes  of  the  South  River, 

one  of  great  probability.   He  aharcd  In  A  slight  doe  to  Its  location  may  exist  in 

the  all  <ttncnts  and  afterwards  purchased  the  fnct  that  Wilkinson's  Creek  was  that 

of  Walter  Palmer  the  five-acre  lot  in  stream  which,  running  into  the  South 

ntinber  deven  which  bad  been  assigned  River,  received,  itself,  on  its  easterly  sidc 

to  William  Raker.  Thi-5  lot  wa<5  between  the  waters  which  came  down  from  the 

those  on  which  George  Felt  and  Jame^  South  Spring.    Its  early  name  long 

Pemberton  built;  but  no  bouse  was  upon  since  passed  out  of  use  and  is  unknown 

it  in  1646.  when  it  was  sold  to  Richard  to  those  now  dwelliQg  in  its  vicinity. 

Dexter.    He  died,  December  24,  1657.  Widow  WilUnson  died  in  1655,  leaving 

«•  Widow  Prudence  Wilkinson  was  her  homestead  to  her  only  >on.  jnhn. 

in  Charlestown  in  1630,  having  been,  Other  land  was  left  to  her  grandson, 

perhaps,  a  passenger  in  the  Wintiirop  John  Budciiatt,  whose  tnmbke  are  ds«- 

fleet.  She  received  her  poftiaoi  fai  the  where  nentioiied 
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the  said  I'owne  have  given  forth  words  to  discourage  yo'  petitioner  to 
goe  OD  to  plant  there  w*^  nuy  turne  to  his  great  hindennce  if  be  dumld 
be  now  catised  to  remove.  Yo'  petitioner  humbly  prayeth  this  wor" 
COlt  to  be  pleased  in  consideration  of  the  premises  to  confirme  yo' 
petitioners  <iaid  planting  on  misticke  syde  in  the  place  aforesaid.  And 
yo'  petitioner  shall  pray  for  this  Cort,  &c.** 

This  petition,  which  remains  in  the  note-book  of  Thomas  Lech- 
ford,  who  wrote  it,  has  disappeared  from  the  colonial  archives ; 
but  ample  evidence  of  its  presentation  and  consideration  exists 
in  the  answer  which  it  received. 

'*^<^^ober  Greenland  is  granted  his  petition,  w  is  to  plant 

°    '  ap<m  a  five  acre  lot  in  Cbaries  Towne  bounds  on  Mis- 
tick  side.** 

We  can  easily  identify  the  spot  on  which  John  Greenland 
**halfe  built  his  house."  The  portion  of  Samuel  Richardson 
comprised  the  westerly  five  acres  of  the  lot  numbered  ten  in  the 
allotment  of  1634.  In  1638  it  was  described  among  his  posses- 
sions as  follows :  — 

(five  Acres  of  woodland  in  misticke  feilde  N°  10,  butting  to  south 
upon  the  highway  toward  Cap.  Robert  Sedgwicke  his  raeaddow  ;  and  to 
the  north  upon  the  misticke  feilde,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  high 
way  and  upo  the  East  by  Micheall  Bastow,  80  pole  in  length  and  tenn 
pole  in  bredth.** 

The  subsequent  conveyances  of  this  land  are  very  clear,  and 
unlike  those  which  attach  to  many  ancient  titles,  they  form  an 
unbroken  line  of  evidence  to  the  present  time.  The  highway 
towards  Capt.iin  Sedf:j\vick's  meadow  was  that  part  of  Chelsea 
Street  in  I^vlicLI  uluch  east  of  the  South  Spring;  and  the 
highway  upon  the  west  was  the  narrow  way  leading  into  the 
great  allotments,  which  in  time  became  Ferry  Street.  Green- 
land, who  afterwards  acquired  the  adjoining  five  acres  of 
Barstow,  lived  here,  continuing  a  resident  within  the  bounds 
of  Charlestown,  until  his  death,  in  i6^t.^^ 

Lecbford,  NtU-Book,  178.  gnuntcd  the  Wast  ground  bettwcenc 

*  Masf.  C^9Hy  iteeords,  i.  309.  tilm  ft  Geo;  ffdt.  to  begin  A  Pole  above 

"  Charltstown  Arcknei,  xx.xiv.  10.  Geo:  ffelts  house  from  the  South  Spring 

Greenland  received  an  additional  upwards  to  the  head  of  the  5  Acre  Lotts." 

grant  from  the  town:  Ckarttitowi  Arekhut,  xl.  it  he*. 
**(ia  II?*  1641]  Ja?  Gfeenland  ma      He  kCt  Mi  li«i»lng  uA  l«Mk  «» 
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To  the  three  settlers  who  had  planted  upon  the  allotments 
were  soon  added  others,  who  before  the  close  of  the  year  1640 
had  built  in  the  vicini^  of  the  South  Spring.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  older  settlers  at  Mishawum  opposed  the 
setdenient  of  Mystic  Side ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  troubles 
which  Greenland  encountered  continued  after  the  action  of  the 
Court  in  his  favor.  I  have  found  no  evidence  that  the  following 
petition  was  ever  presented  to  the  authorities.  Like  that  of 
Greenland,  it  was  written  by  Lechford  and  is  preserved  in  his 
note-book.  It  is  probable  that  the  grievances  of  which  the  pe* 
titioners  complained  ceased  without  the  intervention  of  the 
General  Court. 

the  right  wof*  thf  Gmterwr  C^uncH  6*  Asristai^ 
The  bumble  petition  of  James  Femberton  Prudence  Wilkinson  wid- 
dowe  Lewis  Hulett  George  Felt  George  Knowe  John  Greenland  and 
Thomas  Whittiroore 


Mystic  Side  to  ^is  oii!y  surviving  son, 
Jobn«  with  the  uivtj  ut  the  huubc  to 
widow,  Lydia,  during  her  natural  life. 
What  time  the  son.  Deacon  John  Green- 
land, removed  into  the  bounds  of  Maiden 
is  uncertain  ;  but  it  was  probably  about 
the  time  of  his  niarriage  with  Lydia 
Sprague  in  1670,  and  it  ia  sure  that  he 
was  here  in  1673.  Me  built  upon  a  picct- 
of  rising  land  in  the  woodland  west  of 
the  Great  Swamp,  where  his  father,  in 
16^1;.  had  acquirt-d  .1  purtion  of  the  lot 
numbered  thirty-one  in  the  great  allot- 
ment. His  farm,  which  he  left  t>y  will 
to  his  pfrandson.  John  Shutc,  the  long- 
lived  deacon  and  town  clerk,  »a»  that 
which,  Ijring  east  of  Feny  Street,  became 
in  later  years  xhf  pmptrty  <>f  Captain 
Henry  Rich,  and  more  icctutly  of 
George  A.  Samniet. 

Ifo%v  Umt;  the  widow  lived  to  enjoy 
her  rights  in  tht-  Mystic  Side  house  IS 
unknown :  but  a[>i>arently  it  was  not  long. 
In  January,  j^H,  it  was  sold  with  its  ten 
acres,  and  other  lands,  to  John  Ridge- 
way,  mariner,  who  alre.idy  occupied  it. 
Ridgcwaydied  of  the  small-pox  iu  1721 ; 
and  his  son  |ohn,  havinjc  purchased  the 
riglits  nf  his  lirothi-rs  and  sisters,  sold 
it  to  Ebenezcr  Pratt,  boatman,  in  1725. 
Whether  the  house  which  was  then  traiw- 
fened  wb%  wliolly  or  in  part,  that  whkh 


was  built  by  Grcciilaiul  in  1640  Ls  imcer- 
lain;  but  it  is  sure  that  tlic  house  in 
which  the  younger  Kbciuver  Pratt  was 
born  in  1725,  was  that  which  remained 
unto  the  present  generation.  Widi  the 
exception  of  about  two  years,  when  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  Samuel  Watte,  it 
was  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Eben- 
czers,  father  and  •^on,  who  wore  large 
holders  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  until  it 
was  purchased,  in  1782.  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary captain,  I'^a.ic  Smith. 

After  tht  death  of  Captain  Smith, 
the  house,  with  a  large  tract  of  adjoin- 
ing lands  which  he  had  acquired,  passed 
by  purchase  into  the  possession  of 
Nathan  Nichols,  who  had  married  his 
daughter  Dorcas.  A  portion  of  these 
land.s.  which  occupied  the  extensive 
tract  now  known  as  Xichols's  Hill,  was 
sold  by  the  heirs  of  Captain  Nichols  to 
a  party  of  operators  who  formed  the 
Nichols  Land  Assotiatton.  The  old 
house  stood  until  May  18,  1S74.  when, 
widi  the  exception  of  a  modem  addition, 
it  was  burned.  Recent  improvements 
have  nearly  obliterated  the  old  land- 
marlcs.  Mtdd.  Co.  Deeds,  in  lote ;  Infor- 
motion  of  the  late  John  Smith  Nichols. 
A  view  of  the  house  is  in  Evtrth  Sm' 
r,  \% 
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The  petitioners  shcwc  that  whereas  they  having  bin  heretofore  in- 
habitants in  Charlestowne  and  could  not  there  have  accommodation  to 
live  comfortably  they  were  forced  to  crave  leave  of  the  Cort  to  build 
and  plant  upon  Mysticke  syde  they  did  by  the  leave  of  the  Court 
afores**  and  have  expended  a  great  parte  of  their  estates  therein,  Some 
of  the  Towne  endeavoring  to  straighten  the  petitioners  and  to  hinder 
others  from  comming  to  them  as  they  say  have  procured  divers  orders 
to  be  made  in  the  Towne  meeting  w"^  to  the  petitioners  are  verj'  pre- 
judicial! and  they  thinke  unreasonable  viz'  that  any  of  the  petitioners 
shall  pay  for  every  swine  taken  in  the  marsh  2*  a  tyme  besides  the 
dammage,  whereas  the  orders  for  the  towne  are  but  to  yoake  &  ring 
the  swine  or  els  to  pay  double  dammage.  2'''  whereas  yo'  petitioners 
cannot  live  to  pay  rates  to  Towne  &  Country  except  they  have  some 
convenient  common  allotted  them  to  keepe  some  cattel  about  them, 
their  said  opponents  have  procured  a  towne  order  to  be  made  for  the 
making  of  a  common  fence  a  great  way  from  yo'  petitioners  houses 
w***  will  not  keepe  out  swine  and  yet  would  have  the  petitioners  con- 
tribute and  afford  wood  to  the  said  common  fence  w'''  yet  tends  to 
their  undoing,  whereas  the  fence  is  made  for  the  present  only  to  defend 
the  Townesmens  medow  ground  w*^**  the  petitioners  were  willing  to 
joyne  w"*  them  so  they  would  only  have  fenced  in  the  medow  and  left 
the  petitioners  convenient  common.  These  things  yo'  petitioners 
humbly  desire  the  Court  in  their  wisdome  to  consider  and  to  order 
that  they  may  have  a  convenient  common  allowed  them  and  may  have 
equall  remedie  in  their  said  greivances.  And  they  shall  as  their  duty 
bindes  them  pray  for  yo'  wor^'^.'^ 

w  I^chfonl,  A'oU-Book,  203.  James 
Pemberton  received  the  easterly  half  of 
the  ten-acre  lot,  No.  12  in  the  first  allot- 
ment, on  which  he  evidently  built  a 
house,  which  in  1717  was  occupied  by 
Isaac  Wheeler.  This  was  the  third 
five-acre  lot  west  of  the  way  which  is 
now  known  a.s  Kerry  Street  in  Everett. 
The  intervening  lots  on  Chelsea  Street 
were  tliose  of  George  Felt  and  Thomas 
Moulton,  which  are  eUewhere  noticed. 
Pemberton  is  supposed  to  have  been 
a  passenger  in  the  fleet  of  Winthrop 
in  1630.  In  1647  he  was  at  Hull;  and 
afterwards  he  removed  to  Rumney 
Marsh,  where  he  lived  upon  the  farm  of 
Robert  Kcayne,  being  mentioned  in  the 
will  of  Captain  Keayne  in  1653,  which 
gave  "  Vnto  James  Pemerton,  &  his  wife, 
sometimes  my  Servant,  now  p.^rtner 
with  me  at  my  ffarme,  forty  shillings." 
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The  sometime  servant  was  his  !>econd 
wife,  Margaret,  who  outlived  him.  After 
the  death  of  Reayne  in  1656,  he  became 
an  inhabitant  of  Maiden,  where  he  had 
a  house,  standing  on  a  lot  of  ten  acres, 
and  land  in  the  Great  Swamp  and  in 
the  salt  marsh.  He  died  here,  Feb- 
ruar)'  5,  i66''j,  leaving  his  Mystic  Side 
house  to  Edmund  Harlow,  the  huitband 
of  his  daughter  Mary,  and  his  Maiden 
property  to  his  widow  and  his  son  John. 
Pcmbcrton's  Island  in  Boston  lIarl>or, 
upon  which  stands  Fort  Warren,  bears 
in  its  name  the  record  of  his  early  and 
disputed  ownership;  and  Pemberton's 
Brook  preserved  his  memory  in  Maiden 
until  it  was  superseded  by  the  later 
name  of  Harvell. 

Of  Lewis  Hulett  little  is  known  and 
that  little  is  not  creditable.  He  was  in 
Charlestown  in  1636,  and  afterwards 
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It  is  evident  that  the  allotments  in  other  parts  of  Mystic  Side, 
as  well  as  those  around  the  South  Spring,  were  beginning  to 
receive  inhabitants  and  that  occasions  to  pass  and  repass  the 
Mystic  were  frequent ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  Charkstown  voted, 
April  2,  1640,  that  Phihp  Dnnicer  should  keep  "  a  ferry  at  the 
Neck  of  Land  with  a  sufficient  boat."  For  his  service  he  was  to 
have  two  pence  for  one  person  and  a  penny  each  when  there 
goe  any  more."  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Penny  Ferry 
which  served  the  inhabitants  of  Maiden  and  the  upper  towns 
until  1787,  when  it  was  buperscdcd  by  the  Maiden  Bridge.** 


appears  as  the  reputer!  owner  of  a  lot 
on  the  west  of  the  Mill  IIjII  ;  bul  lus 
possessions  are  nut  specifically  noted. 

"[December  3,  1639]  Lewes  I  lew- 
let,  for  his  extortion,  was  fined  20  sh\  & 
wa5  hound  over  in  lol  to  the  first  month 
ior  his  contemptuous  speaches."  Mast. 
Cvtomy  Rteordi,  i.  334. 

"[March  3,  i6j};.]  Lewes  Hewlet, 
not  appearing,  f oifected  bis  recogaisance 
of  Id).**  IbUI,t38& 

Besides  this,  I  have  mot  nothing  re- 
latiog  to  him.  He  evidently  was  nut 
long  at  Mystic  Side. 

George  Knowcr  received  no  land  in 
the  allotments  and  he  may  have  come 
:L:i  :t  tcn.iiu  rather  than  as  a  landowner. 
He  died  in  Maiden,  February  13.  167!; 
and  his  lands  and  those  of  his  descend- 
ants were  within  the  limits  of  this  town, 
near  the  Boston  line,  north  of  Sagamore 
and  Turkey  Hflls. 

TlTomas  Whittemore  did  not  partiLi- 
pate  in  the  allotments,  but  he  purchased 
the  fire^iicie  lot  of  Increase  Nowetl  and 
other  lands  around  it  and  above  it  at 
Sagamore  Hi ii.  lii^  homestead,  which 
was  bounded  upon  the  east  by  the 
Hwton  line,  conliiii!t  d  i-i  thf-  '>ossr?ssinn 
ot  his  descendants  until  it  wa^  buld  in 

1845,  OS  baa  been  stated.  A  house, 
wbick  was  doubtless  tbat  built  by 
Thomas  Whittemore,  stood  upon  the 
premises  until  1806,  when  a  second 
bouse  was  built  in  its  place,  or  near, 
by  Joseph  Whittemore,  which  ranained 

nntil  destroyed  by  fire  in  1R66.  In  1898, 
the  site  was  still  marked  by  a  cellar 
hole  and  an  old  cherry  tree  on  the 

northerly  side  of  Chelsea  Street,  a  short 
distance  west  of  Everett  Avenue. 


^  Diinkcr,  'vfv  d-.-d  June  i-^  1647, 
was  succeedctl  a  lew  moiuiib  betore  his 
death  by  Peter  Tufts,  who  afterwards 
became  a  large  landholder  on  Mystic 
Side  and  in  Maiden,  and  the  owner  of 
the  NowcU  grant.  He  was  assisted  by 
bis  brother-in-law,  William  Bridge.  In 
t6sr'it  was  voted  to  let  the  ferry  for 
one  year  to  Ji>hn  Harii.<;  ln't  for  some 
reason  the  vote  wa:>  not  carried  out, 
and  the  ferry  was  soon  after  granted  to 

Philip  Knight,  a  cooper,  who  agreed 
"lo  attend  the' ferry  carefully,  and  not 
to  neglect  it,  that  there  be  no  just 
coniplaint."  Frothinghani,  IJistory  of 
Chai  Ifshnvn,  147.  Little  Island,  by  some 
supposed  to  be  that  since  known  as 
White  Island,  over  which  the  railroad 
now  passes,  but  more  probably  an  island 
in  the  marsh  afterward  known  as  the 
Ferry  Island,  on  the  southerly  side  of 
which  the  ferry-ways  were  tniilt,  was 

granted  to  the  fcrrv,  which  lontimicd  to 
be  maintained  by  the  town  of  Charles- 
town,  and  at  a  later  period  produced  a 

small  income.  The  canscw.iy  over  the 
marsh  and  some  traces  of  the  ways 
remained  upon  the  easterly  side  of  the 

present  street  until  its  widrning  covered 
(hem.    A  few  years  earlier,  remain.s  of 

piles  might  be  seen  in  the  mod  of  the 
river.  The  position  of  ferryman  was 
far  from  being  a  permanent  one  and 
its  holders  were  often  changed.  Paul 
Wilson,  who  is  noted  in  many  records 
as  a  sinner  and  a  roysterer,  appears  in 
1664,  T)Ut  soon  left  it  to  "keep  the  cow- 
in  the  stinted  Pasture."  Many  names 
appear  until  1726^  when  the  ferry  was 
leased  for  twenty-five  years  to  Joseph 
Fro^t    of   Charlestown   and  Samuel 
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That  settlers  were  beginning  to  gather  in  the  fields  and  woods 
of  Mystic  Side  is  still  more  plainly  evinced  by  the  building  of  a 
corn  mill  by  Thomas  Coytmore,  whose  grant  for  that  purpose, 
in  1640,  has  been  noticed.  It  is  certain  that  he  built  a  dam  at 
Black  Rock  at  once,  for  the  next  year  the  town  passed  the 
following  vote :  — 

[27.  6T  1641.]  It  was  granted  yl  Thos:  Coitmore  should  have 
one  daies  worke  throughout  the  whole  Towne,  to  heipe  to  breadthen  A 
Damm  (at  the  3  mile  brooke)  to  A  convenient  highway  for  horse  & 
Cart ;  &  y' :  hee  shall  have  Liberty  to  appoint  what  number  hee  shall 
thincke  ffitt  for  A  day :  proceeding  accord?  to  the  Liste  of  the  Sur- 
veyo'  for  the  Highway." 

The  "  convenient  highway  for  horse  &  Cart "  has  continued 
to  the  present  time  to  be  a  travelled  way,  and  Mountain  Avenue, 
formerly  Mill  Street,  is  laid  over  the  dam  which  was  "  bread- 
thened  "  by  the  men  of  1641.  Although  the  dam  was  built  in 
the  place  where  it  continued  to  furnish  power  until  recent  years, 
the  original  mill  stood  far  away,  near  the  present  Middlesex 
Court,  between  Pleasant  Street  and  the  river.  For  this  purpose, 
Coytmore  appears  to  have  acquired  the  lot  of  Thomas  Squire 
on  the  westerly  side  of  the  brook,  and  perhaps  that  of  James 
Garrett;  and  he  also  apparently  purchased  those  of  Edward 
Jones  and  William  Quick  on  the  south  side.  When  the  dye 
works  of  Benjamin  W.  Dodge  were  being  built,  about  1835, 
charred  timbers  were  found  in  the  ground ;  and  an  old  lady  was 
living  in  the  neighborhood  who  remembered  to  have  heard  that 
the  old  mill  stood  there  and  was  burned.  Afterwards  traces  of 
the  water-way,  leading  down  from  the  dam,  were  found  on  the 
side  of  the  hill  near  Barrett's  Lane,  now  Dartmouth  Street."  In 


Sweetser  of  M.-tldcn,  each  paying  five 
shillings  a  year.  The  former  assumed 
control  of  the  southerly  side  and  the 
latter  that  of  the  northerly;  and  each 
agreed  to  maintain  good  ways  to  low 
water  and  to  keep  good  boats  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public.  Tt  was 
settled  by  the  Court  "y'  the  fair  for 
every  person  be  slated  at  two  pence 
for  each   person,  &  Seven  pence  for 


man  &  Horse."  Midd.  Court  Rererds  — 
Gfneral  Stssions,  July  iz,  1726  Frost 
does  not  appear  to  have  long  followed 
the  craft  of  ferryman:  but  Sweetser 
continued  therein,  and  was  followed 
by  his  son  Stephen,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  used  the  oars  until  the  bridge  was 
built. 

•*  Ckarlestcwtt  Archiwt,  XX.  in  loco. 
In/ormatmi  o/Ch»x\t%  Hill,  1888. 
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this  connection  the  testimony  of  the  Hilb,  given  about  173I1  is 
of  interest. 

Isaac  Hill  of  maiden  Aged  about  63  yeeres  and  Abraham  hill  about 
61  iestineth  and  saith  y'  their  fathar  Abraham  Hiil  was  tennent  and 
keeper  of  com-miU  jn  maiden  fiwmerljr  belonging  to  m'  Thomas 
Coitmore  at  y*  time  of  m'  John  Coggains  roarrige  with  y*  widdow 
wintiope  formerly  y*  widdow  Coitmore  And  y*  after  «>aid  Coggina 
marria:  w'"  s"*  wido:  he  y'  sd  Abraham  Hill  continued  'lennant  in 
possession  of  said  mill  :  In  right  of  said  Coggan  for  sundrcv  ytcrcs  — 
and  paid  y'  rem  to  said  Coggan  :  but  mill-poml  u»  Maiden  beemg 
aeer  half  a  mile  distance  firom  y«  mill  and  considering  y'  grate  charge 
in  maintaining  of  tioues  and  fiams  to  bare  y*  troues  over  a  tbuit 
y*  Strecroe  to  carry  y*  water  ouer  y*  land  tloun  to  y*  8*^  mill :  The 
s**  Coggain  Altred  and  Remoucd  y*  said  mi!!  further  up  y*  streeme 
oeere  to  y*  s**  mill-pond.  And  after  null  was  remoutd  The  same 
was  still  Jmproued  and  possessed  by  said  Coggan  :  and  bis  sutcssers. 
.  .  .  and  y'  y*  mill  possessed  by  Edward  Sprague  stands  upon 
y*  same  streeme  and  wattct  coilfS  neer  to  y*  place  whare  m'  Organs 
Mill  stood,  hat^ 

From  its  first  buildii^  the  mill,  descending  by  purchase  or  by 
Inheritance  tfirough  the  hands  of  John  Coggan,  of  Job  Lane, 
and  tibe  Spragues,  became  an  important  factor  in  the  life  of  the 
new  and  growing  communis;  and  the  power  which  supplied  it 
became  die  centre  of  years  of  strife  and  the  cause  of  Uwsuits 
not  a  few,  which  continued  even  to  the  present  gpeneration. 

In  an  entry  relating  to  highways  made  in  January,  l64]*Xt  and 
hereafter  given,  the  bouse  of  William  Luddington  is  mentioned ; 
and  it  is  soon  after  again  noted  in  a  grant  of  upland  made  to 
Ed>vard  McHowcs.  Luddington  had  bought  the  five-acre  lot 
uh  ch  had  been  laid  out  to  William  Dade,  and  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  here  he  built  his  house.  If  so.  it  wn^  '^ituated  near 
the  marshes  of  the  S  uth  River  and  not  far  from  Swcetser's 
Point,  as  it  "  butted  "  upon  that  river,  and  the  highway  to  the 
Mystic  was  not  far  a^-ar. 

The  next  indkation  of  actual  settlement  is  shown  in  a  petition 
of  Thonnas  Ca'.I.  whxh  is  redolent  of  piety  and  in  a  measure  of 
good  cheer  and  proves  the  existence  of  a  community  of  settlers 
in  the  country  above. 
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To  the  honora^'  Corf  assembed  at  Boston  the  humble  petition  oj 
Thomas  Cattle  Whereas  yo'  petitioner  Dwelleth  by  the  water,  at  the 
fTerry  place  on  mistick  side,  many  people  haveing  accasion  to  come  that 
way,  &  when  they  cannot  have  passage  are  necessitated  to  stay  at 
yo'  petitioners  (many  of  o'  owne  towne,  &  of  other  townes  have  moved 
yo'  petition'  to  desire  leave  to  selk  them  some  thing ;  for  their  refresh- 
ing) now  yo'  petition'  Uoth  humbly  request  leave  to  sell  bread,  beare 
&  other  victualling  for  the  refreshing  of  such,  as  have  occasion  to  stay, 
&  yo'  petition'  shall  humbly  pray  the  lord  to  bless,  guide,  &  counsel! 
yo"  in  all  yo  weightye  affaires,  &  so  I  rest  yo'  humble  suppliant 

Thomas  Caule." 

This  petition,  in  which  twenty-two  others  joined,  is  undated, 
and  in  the  exasperating  disarrangement  of  the  Massachusetts 
Archives  the  original  document  has  been  defaced  by  a  suppositi- 
tious date ;  but  the  time  and  the  reply  are  readily  ascertained. 

1645 :  Thomas  Caule  is  alowed  to  keepe  victualing  in  his  house  for 
'4  May.  Strang's." 

There  now  began  to  be  mentioned  cattle  and  swine  upon 
Mystic  Side ;  and  rails  were  built  to  keep  out  the  wolves,  and 
pens  were  made  for  the  sheep  and  swine.  In  1645  select- 
men were  given 

the  letting  and  disposing  of  all  the  common  ground  on  mistike  sydc 
eyther  w"'in  or  w'^'out  the  rayles :  By  letting  it  out  to  them  that  will  hire 
it  for  2 1  years :  at  the  price  of  6  shillings  an  Acre  by  the  year.  .  .  . 
It  was  then  ordered  that  all  the  cattell  and  swine  w'''in  the  field  on  mis- 
tike  syde  w^'in  the  fence  shalbe  kept  out  by  the  midst  of  the  first 
Moneth. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  "  Seven  men,"  January  12,  16456,  Robert 
Wilder  was  appointed  as  "  officer  to  see  to  Trespasses  ;  "  and 

Hee  is  alsoe  to  see  that  all  the  front  fences  on  mistike  syde  bee  made 
vpp  ag*  the  midell  of  the  first  moneth  ensuing  and  to  see  that  they 
after  be  kept  sufficient. 

At  a  later  meeting  in  the  same  month,  Rowland  Lahorne  was 
chosen  to  keep  the  "Dry  heard."  for  twelve  shillings  a  week, 
and  "  to  burn  the  woods  in  the  fittest  season,  and  to  help  about 
the  pen."  That  Lahorne  was  a  faithful  herdsman  was  shown  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  when  it  was  recorded :  — 

Mats.  Arekhtt,  cxi.  6.  *  Mats.  Colony  Itecordt,  u.  98. 
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[7.  10.  1646.]  Royland  Layhorn  hid  Ottt  100  diy  cattell  and 
brought  them  all  well  home  but  one."* 

A  year  later,  the  selectmen  passed  the  following  order:  — 

[25.  1 1*9  1647.3  y-       ™^    ^  keepe  any  Cattle 

within  any  enclosed  ground  on  Misticksd  aft^  the  first  Month  1648  upon 
forfeit  of  each  beast  so  found,  &  64  each  time  any  beast  is  so  found 
in  any  enclosed  iield.^ 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  town  made  special  grants  of  land  or 
renewed  and  laid  out  old  ones.  In  1647  a  committee  was 
q>pointed  to  lay  out  Major  Robert  Sedgwick's  two  hundred 

acres  by  Reading  bounds.  This  grant  had  been  made  by  the 
Court  in  1659,  and  it  is  described  in  the  Book  of  Possessions  as 

Eight  score  acres  of  hmd  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse,  sdtuate  at  the 
northeast  point  of  the  towne  bounds  hounded  on  the  east  by  Boston 
line,  and  on  the  north  by  Lynne  villiage; 

but  I  cannot  discover  that  it  was  laid  out  in  the  place  prescribed ; 
and  it  does  not  otherwise  appear  that  Sedgwick  ever  owned  land 
at  the  head-line  of  Maiden.  Soon  after,  January  5,  "  John 
Wait  was  granted  to  have  the  8  Akers  more  or  less  that  lies  next 
to  Tho  Lines  farme  on  mistik  syde; "  and  a  little  later  a  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  **  lay  out  yong  Thomas  Coitmores  twoo 
lotts  by  Ell  pond.'*» 

With  the  clearing  of  fields  and  the  building  of  homes  came 
the  necessity  of  roads ;  and  we  have  already  seen  how  the  Indian 
trails,  followed  perhaps  for  centuries,  gave  the  first  comers  ways 
through  tiie  forests  and  brushwood  of  Mystic  Side.  Of  these 
the  great  trail  known  as  the  Salem  Path  and  its  branch,  leading 


»  Charltstffwn  Archives,  xlx.  im  totv. 
Burning  the  woods  in  the  spring  and 
fall  was  the  continuance  of  an  Indian 
Cttstom,  which  it  dBCwhera  nMntioned. 

"•^  Charlettffwn  Archiws,  xx.  in  loco. 

<n  Ibid.,  xix.  im  Un,  Wayt«'s  land 
was  Md  out  In  the  meadtnra  above 
Miiunt  Prospect-  Captain  Thomas 
Coytmore  was  lost  on  the  coast  of 
Spain  in  1644,  and  hia  unlocaied  land 
was  laid  out  t'>  liis  vounR  son,  Thomas, 
who  died  in  his  minority.  Widow 
Martha  (Ralnshoraiigb)  Coytnom  inar> 


ried  Governor  John  Winthrop,  and 

after  his  death,  John  Coggan,  and  in- 
herited the  Coytmore  lands.  After  the 
death  of  Co{|Kait,  altboagh  the  widow 

of  three  hii-sbands  and  the  mother  of 
six  children,  she  became  "discontented 
that  she  had  no  tdtoura»**  and  "  encour- 
aged her  Farmer,  a  meane  roan."  If 
we  may  believe  report,  "she  grew  di$- 
ooBtenied,  dMpaired,  and  tooke  a  ^cat 
quantity  of  ratU  bane,  and  ao  died.'* 
Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  xxx.  45. 
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southward  from  Black  Ann's  Comer  to  the  Indian  villages  near 
Powder  Horn,  were  the  principal,  and  were  at  once  adopted  by 
the  settler?.  The  former  is  first  mentioned  in  1635*"^  and  appears 
several  time<;  in  the  Book  of  Possessions.  Its  course  from  the 
Abousett  to  the  Mystic,  through  Maiden,  is  elsewhere  traced. 
In  the  great  allotment  little  or  no  attention  appears  to  have 
been  gi\  en  to  highways,  altliough  it  was  provided  that  "  con- 
venient Highwaies  shalbe  allowed;"  but  such  ways  as  were 
most  direct  or  {practicable,  through  the  woods  and  across  the 
meadow  s.  were  taken  by  the  earlier  comers  without  much  regard 
to  private  bounds.  From  this  cause,  in  part,  arose  the  custom 
of  placing  gates  across  the  roads  near  farm  boundaries.  It  was 
not  long,  howc\  er,  before  the  convenience  of  settled  ways  which 
could  be  ",H  rmanently  maintained  became  apparent.  Especially 
were  the)-  Je>irab!e  in  difficult  places,  as  around  hills  or  over 
meadows,  and  the  earliest  orders  appear  to  have  reference  to 
such  ca.-cs.  Thus,  the  first  order  after  the  allotment  was  de- 
signed to  settle  a  way  across  the  Long  Meadow  —  apparently 
that  part  of  Ac  present  Main  Street  wfaicli  lies  between  the  Ci^ 
Hall  and  Baileys  Hill. 

[30.  V.  !6  *S.]  Fdw:^  CoQ^rrs  lic  Exek-  Richeson  were  desired  to  lay 
out  A  highway  m  y  most  coa«-enieQt  place  over  the  Meadow  at  y*  head 
of  the  Nofth  Rnrer  allowing  the  ownm  of  }-*Groimd  sufficient  for  theiie 
jn>Offtioiis  allotted  tiieni,  or  ds  to  make  Aem  aUooanoe  elsewiieie.* 

The  land-way  and  the  dr;ft-way  alonr::  the  five-acre  lots  ended 
at  the  head  of  the  North  Kiver.  where  the  lot  of  Christian  Eastoa 
closed  the  range  in  that  direction,  until  the  new  way  across  the 
meadow  extended  the  united  wa\-s  northward.  A  still  further 
extension  was  soon  made ;  and  in  the  foi'.v^wing  order  we  may 
find  the  origin  of  that  part  of  Salem  Street  whkh  was  long 
known  as  Baptist  Row. 

[24,  8"  1640.]  It  was  ord^  that  Ralph  Spra|r:e.  The  I  ine  & 
Abra.  P-ilmrr  should  determine  the  bounds  Kntwixt  M'  H:lls  tTerm.  S: 
the  Mcdow  i  to  sett  out  the  Highway  for  Cattle  from  the  five  Acre 
Lotts  to  y*  common.** 
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This  way  at  that  time  probably  extended  no  farther  eastward 
than  the  hills  at  Faulkner.  Here  the  road  long  known  as 
Barnes's  Lane»  and  later  as  Jacob  Pratt's  Path,*"  led  northward 
into  the  woods  of  the  common,  and  by  a  circaitous  route,  along 
the  swampy  depths  of  Green's  Hole,  gave  a  rough  and  dismal 
way  to  the  Salem  Path  by  the  Round  World.*  Later,  a  path 


*  Jacob  Pratt's  Path  was  one  of  the 
most  delightful  ffirc-<t  roads  10  be  found 
io  the  vicinity.  In  1897, 1  found  a  few 
traces  of  it,  between  Spraee  and  Mar^ 
•hall  Streets:  but  ihey  appeared  likely 
to  be  soon  "improved"  from  the  face 
of  tbe  earth,  ft  cannot  but  be  regretted 
that  the  devtnicfinn  or  the  degradation 
of  our  most  channing  natural  scenery 
ha*  attended  the  gvoertli  of  the  city. 
In  many  instances  an  absence  of  taste, 
or  an  undue  haste  to  build  cheap  houses 
has  biflicted  Injaiie*  whkh  cannot  be 
vqtiirad. 


On  this  path,  in  a  pleasant  valley 
west  of  Green's  Hole,  was  the  home 
of  Thomas  Barnes,  and  later  tliat  of 
his  aon-in-hw,  Jacob  Pratt.  Here  were 
two  houses,  the  elder  of  which  was  used 
as  a  pest-bouse  during  the  Revolution. 
The  other,  which  is  supposed  to  have 
been  built  soon  after  the  Revolution, 
was  demolished  about  thirty  years  ago. 
The  view  represents  it  in  its  latter  dayi. 

The  Round  World  was  that  tract 
west  of  Lebanon  Street  which  was  for- 
merly  known  as  John  Pratt's  Plain. 
In  1663  Joseph  Hills  sold  to  Samuel 
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was  developed  between  the  western  Scadan  hills  and  the  Great 
Swamp  to  the  Salem  Path,  which  in  a  few  years  Ijccanie  a 
travelled  way  and  completed  the  line  of  Salem  Street  to  the  vici- 
nity of  Maplcwood  Square.  Eastwardly  it  was  still  unsettled, 
passing  the  Scadan  plain  far  north  of  its  present  course. 

The  next  entr\'  ;a  iclatiun  to  highways  on  Mystic  Side  is  as 
follows,  and  evidently  refers  to  a  way  leading  to  the  landing 
place  on  the  South  River  at  Island  End,  which  then  appears  to 
have  been  known  as  Whitehand's  Island,  its  later  names  of 
Moulton's  and  Mitchell's  Island  being  as  yet  unborn:  — 

[9:  ij' mo.  1 64  I.]  Ralph  Mousall  <k  W™:  Stilson  appointed  to  lay 
out  f.  highway  on  Mistickside  to  y  South  river  by  Whitehands  lleand 
&  about  Luddingtons.** 

Later  in  the  same  year,  the  Indian  trail  leading  southward 
from  the  Salem  Path  at  the  point  of  rocks  [Black  Ann's  Corner], 
being  a  country  way,  was  defined  by  an  august  committee  com- 
posed of  the  governor,  the  deputy  governor,  John  VVinthrop, 
and  others.  Two  years  before,  the  town  of  Boston  had  been 
fined  twenty  shillings  for  its  defects.*®  A  committee  was  soon 
after  appointed  "  to  set  out  the  nearest,  cheapest,  safest,  &  most 
convenient  way;  "  ^'^  and  a  bridge  was  ordered  "  to  be  doime  with 
ail  speede."'^  This  way,  changed  somewhat  in  later  }'cars,  as 
other  ground  was  found  more  favorable,  was  the  country  way 
from  Lynn  to  Winnisimmet.  In  Maiden,  it  is  that  portion  of 
Lynn  Street  which  runs  from  Black  Ann's  Comer  to  Linden ; 
and  in  Rev«re  and  Chdua  it  is  known  as  Washington  Aventie. 
For  a  short  distance  it  formed  a  part  of  the  eastern  boundary  of 
Charlestown,  as  it  still  boun^  a  portion  of  Everett^  The 


Ha  ward  about  forty  acres,  which  had 
been  the  lots  of  Edward  Jones  and 
Thomas  Squire,  "and  are  comonly 
called  by  the  name  of  the  round  O." 
This  land  was  bounded  bv  the  rocks 
and  A  little  swamp  and  "  M'  Bunkers 
fume  houM  k,  land."  Midd.  Co.  Deeds, 
135.  The  tltde  swamp,  or  Green's 
Hole,  wxs  a  famous  locality  for  snakes. 
The  way  mentioned  in  the  t«zt  pused 
along  tin  foot  of  the  ndcjr  liin  on  the 
nortlwily  aido  of  llio  tmtmf. 


CharlestiTA'tt  Archiva,  %x.,  in  to€0, 
Mass.  Cohny  Records,  i  285, 
•»  Ibid.,  i.  J89. 
W  Boston  Town  Records,  \.  \% 

The  following  order,  whicii  was 
poBied  by  the  General  Court,  indioMM 
an  early  change  in  the  traveUed  way. 

"  [May  27,  167a]  Whereas  the 
country  highway  ouer  some  part  of 
Runwy  manb  was  Layd  oat  loqg  lince 
from  a  point  of  upland  to  the  writtcir 
troo  and  d»o  •*  way  ma  nerar  auMl» 
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written  tree  was  at  the  point  of  rocks  abo\  e  Black  Ann's  Corner. 
The  "new  bridge"  was  that  over  Tines  Riser  uad  it  \va.s  long 
known  as  the  County  Bridge.  It  was  covered  with  logs  or  plank 
u:ii;.  about  the  \  ear  1830,  wnm  it  woi  carried  away  by  a  high 
tide  and  was  rebuilt  of  stone.** 

ti«£' J      '^'^^  ^^'  '^^^  -^^^  ^  ^^  "-^         ^  lyriUen  Tree  U> 

Winnet  seme/. 

We^  whose  names  are  heamnder  mitten,  being  appointed  by  the 
Co^t  to  laj  oat  the  ooontiy  high  way  fin  Winnet  semet  towards  linne, 
have  agreed  that  it  shall  go,  as  formerly,  from  the  water  side  to  the 
foote  of  Powder  Home  Hill,  &  fruin  ihcncc  about  the  west  end  of  the 
said  hill,  &  over  the  east  end  of  Sagamore  Hill,  >?v:  thence  to  ttirne  up 
above  the  bwamps  to  the  ime  of  partuioa  betw  een  Charlstowne  &  Hoston, 
nming  along  tbeteby  conveniently  near  to  the  great  swamp,  turning 
downe  by  the  south  side  thereof  to  M  Keaynes  cart  way  over  the  said 
swamp,  &  so  along  in  the  said  cart  way  over  die  brooke  neare  unto  the 
ould  bridge,  ii  thence  in  the  most  convenient  way  to  the  New  bridge 

Richard  Bullingham,  G&:t 
JoiiN  Eat)ecot,  Dep.'t 
John  WcrmnOFE, 
&  Increase  Novell." 

The  next  year  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to  view  A  perceU 
of  ground  to  in  liew  for  allow  for  consideraCon  of  A  Highway  for 
John  Grover  by  the  North  Spring; "  and  grants  were  made  to 
Increase  Nowell  and  Robert  Haile  for  land  taken — for  the  way 
by  VVhiteland's  Island,  as  I  suspect  Later  in  the  same  year, 
Edward  Mellows  was  granted  «  A  ptf cell  of  ground  in  liew  of  A 
Hig  way  that  is  made  over  his  Meadow;''  and  Joseph  Hills  was 
chosen  surveyor  of  highways  for  M3fstic  Side.^* 

Passing  over  one  or  two  orders  relating  to  minor  or  indefinite 
wajfs,  we  find  the  following:  — 

[Jan.  12,  164?:^]  M'  Hill  and  liefcen!  Sprague  are  appointed  to 
settle  y«  Highway  y*  comes  out  of  the  Woods  to  y-  Water  side  y*  is  by 

passable,  but  instead  thereof  a  Causey  Ae  way  wai  byd  ont  liret  or  to  we  ft 

ft  Wdg  hath  beene  made  in  another  cause  tht  rausey  .S,  1  t1  '  -i    tliat  al- 

plaee  which  hath  beene  made  use  of  ready  made  to  be  suHiciently  repaired 

tMt  is  now  ft  hath  beene  often  oat  of  ft  so  kefrt  from  tine  to  time."  Mast, 

repaire    Jt  is  ordered  that  the  select  Arehhtt,  cxxi.  53. 

men  of  Ik>ston  shal  take  speedy  care  "  Chtlua  Pioneer,  Fcb.uary  4,  1S82, 

to  nuke  ft  matntaine  a  taffident  Causey  *■  Mau,  Ctimty  Kecords,  i.  340. 

ftbridgeoner  the  nanli  ft  cradw  wheie  CkarUUtwn  Arskmet,  o^inlgt^ 
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M'  Palmers  Lott,  &  likewise  the  way  to  the  Mill  from  Coo:  Ludding- 
tons  house.'* 

The  house  of  William  Luddington  and  its  probable  location 

in  the  vicinity  of  the  South  River  have  been  elsewhere  men- 
tioned. If  there  wa.s  a  mill  at  that  early  period  on  the  arm  of 
the  South  River  since  known  as  the  Mill  Creek,  the  latter  por- 
tion of  this  entry  may  refer  to  a  short  way  leading  down  to  it; 
but  I  use  a  Yankee  privilege  and  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  it  contemplated  a  settlement  of  the  landway  which  led 
northward  to  Coytmore's  mill  on  the  Three  iMile  Brook  —  the 
unsettled  and  indefinite  way  which  after  many  clianges  became 
the  present  Main  Street.  The  way  first  mentioned  in  the  order 
was  soon  after  laid  out;  and  the  following  entry  was  made  upon 
the  records :  — 

[1644.]  The  Highway  irom  y'  Letts  of  y"=  reserved  I^nd,  of  y* 
300  Acres  on  Mistickside  is  to  bee  laid  through  y*.  Lands  of  M!  Abra: 
Falmer  to  mnoe  downe  to  the  landing  place  over  ig**.  Mr  Nowella 
ffimne,  &  the  Hi^^nray  is  to  bee  laid  out  two  P<de  wide,  &  m'  Palmer 
to  have  y*  Ancient  Highway  in  Uew  of  the  oth;  ** 

I  cannot  determine  mth  satisfaction  the  location  of  this  new 
way.  The  lands  of  Abraham  Palmer  soon  became  a  part  of  the 
Uxm  of  James  Green  and  the  landing  place  was  that  at  Sandy 
Bank.  If  the  way  was  not  that  which  passed  along  the  southern 
side  of  Bell  Rock,  where  the  meeting  house  was  soon  after  built, 
it  must  have  been  a  long-forgotten  way  which  crossed  the 
brow  of  Green's  Hill  or  ran  even  farther  south.  That  such  a 
way  existed  I  have  long  believed,  but  the  records  which  hint  of 
it  are  insufficient  and  vague. 

In  the  same  year  authori^  was  given  to  lay  out  a  way  from 
the  river  at  Lewis's  Bridge,  by  Wayte's  Mount,  into  the  heart 
of  the  commons  beyond  Ell  Pond.  This  is  definite,  and  a  part 
of  the  way  we  still  travel;  but  north  of  the  Mount  it  ran  far 
eastward  of  the  present  course  of  Main  Street.  Its  track  may 
still  be  traced,  and  will  soon  be  noticed. 

[24.  I  a.  1644^.]  It  agreed  y!  Tho:  line,  Robt  Hale  &  Tho; 
Pearce  should  lay  out  A  convenient  Highway  on  Mtsticknde  from 

^  G^arkOnm  ArtAioet,  a,  im  Ue*.        *  IbUL 
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y.  Woods  to  the  head  of  the  North  River  «Si  to  allow  for  f  Highway  & 
to  boimd  the  Meadows  from     Mount  to  EU  Fond,  Ac  to  allow  them 
Highway  in  bounding  y*  Meadow.** 

At  tlie  session  in  May,  1647,  the  Court,  seeing  the  great 
importance  of  convenient  and  permanent  highways,  appointed 
Ralph  Sprague  of  Mystic  Side  and  Francis  Smith  of  Reading 
"to  lay  out  y*  way  fro'"  Winnetsemet  to  Reading."''  This 
was  a  part  of  a  general  plan  by  whidi  a  continnous  highway 
was  opened  to  the  setdements  in  New  Hampshire,  passing 
through  Reading,  Andover,  and  Haverhill;  and  its  survey 
brought  forth  the  first  of  that  long  series  of  humble  petitions  in 
which  are  preserved  much  o€  the  histoiy  of  Mjrstic  Side  and 
Maiden. 

[16  :  3  :  48]  To  the  Hon'd  Court.  The  Humble  petieon  of  seifU 
At  JnhaNiatUs  MetHck  side  6*  o^en  Jn  Charks  towne.  May  jt 
please  you  to  vnd'stand,  that  there  hath  beene  lately  Layd  out  A  high- 
way from  Winescmet  to  Redding  by  Appointment  of  tlic  gen'll  court, 
whose  orders  in  a!!  things,  wee  most  willingly  as  diuic  binds  vs 
submit  vnto,  Assuring  ourselues  that  their  principall  Aynie  is  the 
publ.  good :  w^  vnder  fauor  we  cone'  is  not  consistent  w*^  the  Lying 
of  that  way  as  now  it  is  done:  for  that  it  thwarts  neere  twentie 
small  lotta  &  AUao  many  other  lotts:  w^  if  by  means  thereof, 
the  owners  be  forced  to  fence  out  the  wn)-  A  great  p»  of  the  land 
must  be  sould  to  make  the  fence,  the  owners  being  many  of  them 
pore  &  not  able  to  beare  the  charge  thereof,  some  of  them  haumg 
foure  fences  All  readie  Against  comon  &  high  way  ground.  Wherefore 
If  humble  request  is  that  the  said  Act  may  be  recalled  &  that  the  way 
vnto  wenesemet  from  Redding  may  be  in  the  highway  leading  toward 
the  penie  ferrie,  vnto  the  house  of  Jamet,  Barritt  &  so  by  the  towneway 
leading  directly  vnto  winesemet,  lying  on  the  head  of  the  fiue  Acre 
lotts,  by  the  South  spring,  w  *  is  Allso  A  playne,  firm  trotid  way  &  but 
htle  about,  the  w^'  they  now  stand  charged  to  fence  Against  &  cannot 
secure  their  planting  w^kMit  it.  So  shall  wee  be  bound  to  pmy  as  wee 
desire  dayly  to  doe  for  y*  p^sptie  &  peace  temporal!  &  EtemalL 

J"  GREFNFr-.<VND 

Rich.  Dexter 
FRANCIS  Wheeler 

GlOSCa  FfSLT 

JniA  name  of  the  rest^' 

«  OadeOmmt  Arekivtt,  xx.,  «*  Ak* 

«  JAif.  ahfif  itte*rd$,  U.  19a.  *  M$u.  Artkntt,  cnL  »I. 
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This  petition  indicates  that  portions  of  the  land-ways  and 
drift-wa)"s  of  the  allotment  of  1634  had  become  the  hj|^luvays  to 
Penny  Ferry  and  Winnisimmet  The  petitioners,  one  of  whom, 
Frances  Wheeler,  was  a  widow,  were  inhabitants  or  landowners 
in  the  southern  section,  where  the  new  way  "thwarted"  the 
grants  above  the  five-acre  lots  by  cutting  acnutt  die  angles  made 
by  die  highways  already  in  use.  In  answer  to  this  petition  the 
Court  added  to  the  committee  the  names  of  two  inhabitants  of 
the  more  northerly  portion  of  Mystic  Side  in  the  following 
order,  upon  which  the  report  of  the  committee  was  endorsed :  — 

Vpon  the  petition  ut  mistick  side  men  jt  is  ordered  that  ihomas  Line 
Junior  &  m'  Joseph  Hills  shall  be  added  to  the  former  Comittee  to  take 
a  newe  survey  of  the  most  convenient  place  ibr  the  way  from  Reding 
to  wennetsemet,  &  to  make  certificate  of  their  apprehensions  theie 
about.  by  the  gcn'aU  dfte 

Jncrease  Nowell  Se^, 

Dated  the  Sth  m  164S. 

Vpon  S'lit-v  for  A  way  w*^in  menconed.  wee  App'hend  it  most  con- 
uenient  ]n  All  points  to  Lay  it  in  the  wonted  roade  from  Rcddint^  to 
thomas  Lmes  cornefeild  &:  so  ouer  some  p'  of  the  sayd  feild  2  |K)le 
broad  on  firm  ground  Aboue  his  house  &  so  in  the  highway  by  the 
meeting  house  on  Mestick  Side  Leading  toward  Charlestown  unto  the 
southerly  side  of  Richard  Adams  Land  :  &  so  to  the  head  of  the  fine 
Acre  lott'  &  \-pon  the  head  of  the  sayd  lott'  unto  m'  Pygraues 
\^Pal^rave\f\  lott,  \:  tiien  by  A  southeast  line  on  the  left  hand  3  redds 
from  the  new  fence  ouer  A  corner  of  Will:  Jonsons  playne  two  rods 
brood  &  over  John  Palmors  &  Richard  Dexters  land  on  the  aouthside 
of  A  treble  marked  wafaaut  by  the  comer  of  Richard  Cookes  feild  &  so 
in  the  Iii^h  Nvay  to  the  lower  end  of  the  nyle  betwixt  m'  Bellinghams  & 
Tho*  Whittamon  land,    xo*^  am*  1649: 

Raij'h  Spk\(;i  k 
FFRANCis  S^^  ^H 
Joseph  Hhjs 
Tho?  Line." 

As  three  of  the  committee  were  Mystic  Side  men  and  no  less 
subject  tu  the  weaknesses  of  iiuiuaiii'Ly  ihan  those  who  compose 
like  committees  of  the  present  day,  it  may  be  that  some 
"  private  infest,"  or  at  least  a  regard  for  the  *'  conveniency  "  of 
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their  fellow  inhabitants^  may  have  influenced  them.  That  the 
Court  so  conceived  is  evident,  for  the  only  action  taken  upon 
the  rej>ort  is  indicated  in  the  following  order:  — 

[May  1,  1649*]  Seeing  it  concemes  this  Co^te  to  p^e  the  best 
high  wayes  to  be  layd  ont  fro"  towne  to  towne  for  publike  oae,  con- 

ceme  all  tlic  posterity  as  well  as  o'selvcs,  &:  therefore  that  no  private 
infest  bhuul<l  hind'  it,  &  forasmuch  as  the  way  fro"'  Reding  to  Winnet- 
seract  last  hyd  out  is  thought  to  be  lesse  behooffull  for  the  country  then 
the  form'  way  layd  oot  by  ordF  of  this  Co^te,  M '  IU>bt  Clements,  John 
Osgood,  &  Franc'*  South  are  hereby  authorished  &  appointed  to  bty  out 
the  way,  as  men  most  indilPent  to  Uy  out  the  same.'^ 

As  these  men  were  of  Haverhill,  Andovcr,  and  Reading,  in 
the  order  of  their  names,  they  were  in  the  meaning  of  the 
record  "indifferent"  men,  and  so  they  really  proved;  for  in 
1C51,  when  Osgood  and  Smith  died,  the  way  was  still  unsettled. 
In  the  meantime  Maiden  had  become  a  town  and  its  corporate 
history  had  begun;  but  before  we  turn  to  that  we  may  with 
propriety  continue  the  story  of  the  "  great  country  road  "  to  the 
time  when  it  became  a  well-defined  and  settled  way.  Nothing 
having  been  done,  the  Court  passed  die  following  order,  and 
the  road  was  laid  out  in  accordance:  — 

[May  27,  1652.]  Whereas  this  Court  did  long  since  appoynt  stindry 
p'sons  to  by  out  the  way  from  Reding  to  Winesemett,  which  is  not  yet 
determined,  8c  some  of  the  p'sons  mentioned  in  the  sd  order  are  dead, 
and  forasmuch  as  it  was  ordred  by  Cambridge  Court,  that  it  should 
forthwith  be  done  by  the  townes  of  Redding  &  Maiden,  it  is  now 
ordred  by  thi<?  Court,  that  the  laying  out  of  the  sd  highway  55halbe  done 
by  the  townes  of  Redding  &  Maldon,  according  to  the  law  in  that  case 
prov  ided,  any  act  of  this  Court  to  the  contrary  notw^'standijig.'* 

[September  to,  1653.]  Thomas  Marshall,  John  Smyth,  &  John 
^nrngne,  beinge  chosen  to  lay  out  the  country  high  way  betweene 
Reddinge  A:  ^^'innesemett,  do  lay  it  out  as  followes :  from  Reddinge 
towne,  through  Maldon  bounds,  betwixt  the  pond  &  John  Smyths  land, 
&  so  by  the  east  side  of  M'  Joseph  Hills  land,  to  New  Hockley  Hole, 
&  so  in  the  old  way  by  the  Cow  Pen,  &  thence  along  on  the  east  side 
of  Thomas  Coytroores  lott,  by  Ele  Pond,  in  the  old  way,  to  Thomas 
Lynds  land,  then  through  the  first  leild,  &  so  by  the  fetid  by  his  howse, 
from  thence,  on  the  old  way,  by  Maldon  meeting  howse,  through  the 

«  Matt.  Cotomy  Ht€w4t,  tt.  VJU  «  Ibid,,  UI.  374. 
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stony  swampe,  from  the  road  there  vpp  betwixt  Richard  Addams  & 
John  Vphams  lottes,  into  Charlstowne  bounds,  through  W'"  Johnsons  & 
Richard  Dexters  land  into  Y  way  by  the  South  Springe,  &  so  on  the 
south  tide  of  Tho  Wlutatnores  howse  Into  BeUiinsharos  land,  into  the 
way  that  goeth  to  the  ffeny :  the  sd  way  to  be  fower  pole  broade,  in 
good  ground,  &  six  or  eight  where  need  requues.* 

This  highway',  allhoui^h  many  of  its  landmarks  liavc  long 
been  forgotten,  may  still  be  traced.  From  Lewis's  Bridge  to 
Waytc's  Mount,  passing  in  a  still  older  way,  it  was  Main  Street 
as  it  now  exists,  except  that  it  was  narrower  and  more  crooked. 
On  the  hillside  by  the  First  Baptist  Church  it  has  been  widened 
towards  the  brook  by  a  broad  terrace,  and  many  eccentric  elbows 
have  disappeared.  B^ond  Wayte's  Mount,  it  turned  to  the 
eastward,  to  avoid  the  meadows,  and  followed  in  the  Salem  Path 
to  a  point  represented  on  the  map  of  1885  by  the  line  between 
the  land  of  O.  W.  Ennis  and  Forest  Dale  Cemetery.  Here  it 
left  the  Salem  Path  and  ran  northerly  until  it  came  to  the  still 
unsettled  and  rocky  hills  which  cover  that  section,  through  whidi 
it  ran  with  many  windings  as  the  ground  presented  more  or  less 
difficulties.  Here,  until  diey  were  obliterated  by  the  laying  out 
of  the  cemetery,  the  traces  of  the  old  way  were  very  distinct. 
Although  disused  for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half,  its  marks 
were  seemingly  those  of  yesterday,  and  the  curious  pedestrian 
might  cross  a  little  brook  on  a  rude  stone  bridge  which  served 
die  men  of  1653.  It  could'  be  followed  with  certainty  to  die 
south-west  corner  of  Wyoming  Cemetery;  and  it  reappeared  on 
the  north  side  of  Sylvan  Street,  opposite  the  north-east  entrance 
of  the  cemetery.  Here,  in  1894,  it  was  still  clearly  defined,, 
winding  around  the  eastern  side  of  Boston  Rock,  where  there 
remained  a  low  rough  wall  laid  on  the  lower  side  of  the  road  to 
keep  the  way  from  washing  out  A  little  farther  on  it  unites 
with  a  modern  street,  which  occupies  the  ancient  way  and  is 
known  as  Linwood  Avenue  —  an  unmeaning  and  pretentious 
title  li  kc  many  others,  beneath  which  are  buried  older  and  bettor 
names.  P'rom  Linwood  Avenue  it  passed  easterly  over  a  portion 
of  Lynde  Street  to  Louisburg  Square,  where  the  John  Lynde 
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house,  a  relic  of  the  eighteenth  century,  long  stood  beneath  its  * 
magnificent  elm.  South  of  this  point,  Lebanon  Street  is  a 
modern  road»^  tmt  northerly  it  is  the  old  way  to  its  junction 
with  Green  Street  at  Ell  Pond,  where  a  common  watering  and 
jflaxing  place  long  remained  until  by  some  means  it  became 
private  property.  B^ond  Ell  Pond,  die  great  road  followed 
the  present  Green  Street  by  a  circuitous  route,  perhaps  to  pass 
"  along  on  the  east  side  of  Thomas  Coytmore's  lott "  to  a  point 
near  its  northerly  junction  with  Main  Street;  thence  it  followed 
the  direction  of  that  street,  running  mostly  east  of  it  until  it 
came  into  Reading  bounds. 

South  of  Pemberton's  Brook,  the  course  of  the  old  way  is  not 
so  dear.  Whether  at  first  it  went  durectly  over  Lewis's,  or 
Bailey's,  Hill  to  the  meeting  house  at  Bell  Rock,  or  passed 
around  it,  in  the  old  way  to  the  landing-place  at  Sandy  Bank,  is 
uncertain;*  although  I  am  quite  sure  that  a  way  over  the  hill 
was  in  use  a  few  years  later.  Leaving  Bell  Rock,  it  traversed 
the  ministry  land  and  passed  over  die  line  of  the  present  Cross 
Street  near  the  corner  of  High  Street;  from  whence  it  ran  up 
the  hill  to  the  house  of  James  Green,  a  pordon  of  which  still 
exists,  though  concealed  by  a  later  structure,  in  the  Perkins 
bouse  on  Appteton  Street.  Here  some  traces  of  the  old  way 
were  to  be  seen  as  lately  as  1850.  South  of  the  Perkins  house 
was  the  Stony  Swamp,  a  tract  of  land  which  has  been  reclaimed, 
but  which  formerly  showed  many  traces  of  its  early  condition, 
around  which  the  road  ran  to  Buck  nam  Street  at  the  point  where 
it  is  crossed  by  Bradford  Street.  The  latter  street  for  a  short 
distance  eastward  is  laid  over  the  old  way ;  and  on  the  higher 
land  near  by  could  be  seen,  forty  years  ago,  an  old  cellar  which 
wa'?  once  covered  by  an  earl\'  home  of  the  Dcxters.^*^  That 
part  of  Bucknam  Street  which  lies  south  of  Bradford  Street,  and 

**  Lebuwii  Street,  f nmt  Forest  Street  afterwards  Icnown  as  Poor  Hooie  Laae  \ 

to  Uphani  Street,  was  laid  out  as  a  town  Burying  Ground  T.anc;    ^Tardl  Stiaet, 

way,  "from  Isaac  Upham's  house  to  1846;  and  Madison  Street. 
Tdm  Pratt's  house,"  in  1839^    When       **  This  bouse  is  said  to  have  been 

the  streets  were  named  in   T.S46,  the  the  birthplace  of  the  ccrrntric  Lord 

whole  way    from    Salem    Street   was  Timothy  Dexter.   He  was  »on  of  Nathan 

called  Back  Street.  and  Esther  (Mittnall)  Detter»  ami  was 

■*  Tlie  old  way  to  Sandy  Bank  was  bora  January  aa,  174^^. 
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was  once  known  as  Bucknam's  Lane,  has  nothing  of  the  rural 
beauty  which  it  formerly  possessed.  From  a  narrow,  winding, 
country  way,  lined  with  wild  roses  and  berry  bushes,  it  has  be- 
come a  broad  and  straight  suburban  street  ;  but  it  is,  neverthe- 
less,  the  old  way  of  1653,  which,  passing  into  Norwood  Street, 
found,  in  Everett  Square,  once  known  as  Oakcs's  Corner,  the 
"firm  trodd  way"  from  James  Barrett's  house  to  the  South 
Spring.  Onward  it  is  all  the  old  way  by  the  South  Spring,  now 
hidden,  and  the  site  of  Thomas  Whittemorc's  house  until  it 
crosses  the  old  Boston  line  and  passing  along  the  lower  edge 
of  Powder  Horn  loses  itself  "  into  the  way  that  goeth  to  the 
ffcrry." 

It  appears  that  the  new  way  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  in  its 
northern  jxart ;  and  in  1655  the  General  Court  "  susjjended  from 
being  made  vse  of  for  present"  a  portion  of  the  "  Higliway  by 
Maulden  "  until  "  this  Court  shall  take  further  order,  that  so 
.  .  .  present  contentions  and  sujtes  of  lawe  may  be  prevented."  ^ 
Sixteen  years  later  some  part  of  the  way  near  Boston  Rock 
became  unsettled  and  was  defined  by  order  of  tbe  Coanly 
Court. 

This  19  September  71. 

In  Order  to  what  the  County  Court  held  at  Charlestown  the  of 
June  1 67 1  who  hath  Chosen  and  iropowered  James  grene  Josias  Con- 

uers  and  Jonathan  Poole  to  state  the  hyway  now  Jn  question  towards 
Redding  nere  Ensigne  Thomas  linds  being  in  his  grounds  : :  we  Whos 
names  are  abotie  mentioned  do  therefore  Se  Cause  to  remoue  the 
hywaye  from  where  Jt  did  former  ly  that  Js  to  say  through  the  Oald 
feld  to  the  place  vnder  the  rocks  where  the  waye  now  lyes.  Witness 
our  hands.  Jambs  Gkenb 

Josias  Conuaks 
Jonathan  Poolb* 

^  Mku.  CtlMiy  JttemtSt  ir.  (i.)  S37.  Midi/,  Cwrt  FiUtt  October,  1671. 
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CHURCH  AND  TOWN. 

ALL  tiie  elements  out  of  which  an  independent  community 
could  be  made  might  be  found  in  1648  on  Mystic  Side* 
From  landowners,  merely,  men  had  become  planters ;  and  their 
rude  houses,  rough  and  of  a  temporary  character  as  many  of 
tiiem  undoubtedly  were,  might  now  be  found  scattered  along  the. 
plains  and  upon  the  uplands  of  the  rivers  from  Moulton's  Island 
and  the  Mystic  to  the  forests  around  Wayte's  Mount  and  Bos- 
ton Rock.  I  do  not  thuik  that  settlers  had  advanced  beyond 
the  house  of  Thomas  Lynde,  above  Wa3rte's  Mount,  although 
one  or  two  may  have  gone  beyond  Ell  Pond  towards  the 
headline,  where  Thomas  Green  soon  after  planted  and  founded 
the  little  forest-bound  neighborhood  of  the  Greens  of  the 
Woods.  If  so,  they  had  met  the  tide  of  civilization  coming 
from  L3mn  and  settling  around  the  ponds  in  Reading.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  Joseph  Hills  had  built  his  house,  if  he 
had  not  found  it  already  built  by  Coytmore,  at  the  corner  of 
Salem  and  Main  Streets,  where  his  well-known  well  yielded 
its  cooling  draughts  to  man  and  beast  until  1894.   His  son-in- 
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law,  John  Wayte,  who  soon  after  added  to  his  grant  of  eight 
acres  portions  of  the  Coytmore  lands*  may  have  built  his  house 
farther  north,  where  he  dted,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  which  bears 
his  name* 

On  the  highland*  since  known  as  Baile/s  Hill,.  John  Lewis 
had  settled  on  his  five-acre  lot  "  in  y*  common  field/'  and  given 
his  name  to  the  bridge  at  its  foo^  which  it  retained  until  within 
a  few  years,  when  the  brook  lost  its  ancient  character  and  the 
passage  beneath  the  street  became  a  culvert  Not  far  from 
Lewis,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bell  Rock  or  farther  south,  beyond  the 
meadow,  on  Green's  Hill,  was  William  Brackenbuiy,  a  promn 

nent  man,  who  is 

fyj>\SlXP^  QiAU^^rxAy^J/  supposed  to  have 

been   one  of  the 

earliest  to  plant  on  the  banks  of  the  North  River.  The  improb- 
able tradition  "  that  he  occupied  what  is  known  as  the  Russell 
[Nowell]  farm,"  ^  owes  its  origin,  perhaps,  to  his  ownership  of 

land  adjoining  the  Wilson  grant. 

On  the  highlands  near  Sandy  Bank,  where  land  was  reserved 
for  a  landing  place  and  a  burying  ground,  a  few  families  had 
settled,  the  first  of  those  who  advanced  into  the  country  towards 

the  head  of  the  North  River.  Traces  of  habitation  might  be 
found  there  within  my  memor)-,  and  a  few  hardy  flowers,  first 
planted  by  hands  that  were  loni,^  ago  folded  and  forgotten,  still 
lingered  around  the  hollows  that  alone  remained  of  those  early 
homes.  Farther  east  on  Green's  Hill,  James  Green  had  built 
on  the  Graves  lot  the  house  of  which  a  portion,  as  has  been 
mentioned,  is  still  standing  on  Appleton  Street.  Far  south  of 
Sandy  Bank  in  tlic  easterly  vicinity  of  the  North  Spring,  we  may 
place  Rowland  Lahornc  and  his  Sabbath-breaking  wife.  Flora, 
with  their  "  House  having  a  cubbord  and  Ik-dstead  in  it; 
and  near  by  was  Philip  Atwood's  house  and  garden.  The 
Bucknams  had  not  yet  settled  near  Wiltoughby's  lot  in  John- 
son's i'laiii,  but  I.iluard  Carrington  had  apparently  bmlt  <>\\ 
his  land  near  by,  which,  haviiig  received  additions,  he  aficr  .v.irds 
described  as  "  all  that  is  mine  or  that  may  be  called  iUHie  on 

^  Bi-CetUeimM  £«ok  «/MaideHt  239.        *  MiJd.  CauH  FHt$,  xi.  la 
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Mistick  side  from  the  Pennie  ferry  to  Lewises  Bridge."  '  This 
land,  descending  to  his  son-in>law,  Stephen  Paine,  was  long 
known  as  the  Paine  farm,  more  recently  as  the  Simon  Tufts 
larm.  Of  the  two  ancient  houses  formerly  standing  upon  this 
farm,  one  of  which  has  recently  been  demolished,  that  which 
may  still  be  seen  beneath  the  hill  by  the  side  of  Main  Street, 
south  of  Winthrop  Street,  in  Everett,  was  the  elder,  and  was 
probably  built  by  Edward  Carrington.  The  other  house,  upon 
the  hill  above  it^  was  built  by  the  Paines. 


William  Sargeant,  a  haberdasher  and  a  preacher,  who  is  de- 
scribed by  Edward  Johnson  as  a  godly  Christian,"  was  upon 
the  pleasant  highland  in  Everett  which  long  bore  his  name, 
but  which  has  since  been  known  as  Nelson's  Hill  from  a 
later  resident,  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Nelson  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  ;  and  James  Barrett,  with  hu  house  at  the  present  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  School  Streets,  has  been  mentioned.  At 
Moulton's  Island  and  upon  the  highlands  above  we  have  seen 
Thomas  Moulton  and  his  neighbors,  John  Greenland  and  George 

*  Carrington^  Will.  1684.  mid.  Pr»-   In  this  chapter.  In  that  of  tb«  Paliw 

hue  Filfs,  in  loro.  Views  of  the  two  Tufts  hnusL'.  the  rooC  of  the  Olhw  \k 
houses  mentioned  in  the  text  are  fpiven   seen  over  the  hilL 
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.•>s.  ^-  «<w       •  - -   -  at "fcvirsr  season 

^      ^       -  _   -  ,  .  :.Ti:,^.  ST r-  lie  strongest. 

\    •  ■  -V  '"v  •.'1       vj:  ^  *  v'TTvr-c  £3i  circumstances 
%        ..-^         .,  *^  -  »c  i:'v:x;-'x;..i    I:  vas  a  scall  gathering 
^  '-s  "^-^-o,^  i  K-caz  -  -.1  c<3e:  jcmhile  the  fathers 
.  ,       -  »vv?  .t  c^?-  *~  =:i:enil  means  they 

<  -w.  ,rwvo^.     X-  -        =-^y  have  be^n  held  on 

utv*  s:,      :j.v--  t  .*irds  a  church  or^^aniza- 

•  ,  t   »  4.?w-'  ^  •  -  '  -  -^-c  "  - 1- :•-  Jo<ic!\-n  ^-r^te,  "A  Church 


t  J^'.       ci,-  pastor; "  *  and  Edward  Johnson 


Ww%  "  ' Ma'cfn  had  his  firrt  fnt:nd.it:on  stores 
v^'''>.  « onx.  of  Charles-  l\  wn.  arni  ii-.iU  t  d 
X-  .v.;-7«  ».;h„a  the  bounds  of  this  twoie  tiiicr  lowii, 
X..  <.»v^*v  . » :V  twfcd  ipieitiing  river  of  Mistick  the  one  from  the 
.H-vr.  ^'V-wr  fvN»S«0Rie  fvjknagfe  cavaed  the  people  on  tbe  North  side 
•*  ,.V  -\v«  V  Town-prinledges  within  themselves,  which 

vw*.  ^ » »-*»  c-  t'^trvl  them :  the  ?^o\  I  is  ver>-  firtile,  but  they  are 

^^  ^^^  1  »   -  ^ 

iiwv*  ^  >    '^^^  bounds,  yet  their  necrness  to  the  chuf  Mar- 

tin tV*«»^.  -.^a*^  ^  comfortable  for  habitotion,  the  people 

ij      4  Chutch  some  dtHaace  of  time  befine  thej  ooaM  attain 
i^^^ciMivh-i^rtk^t  to  administer  the  Seals  iioto  them,  yet  in  the 

*  js^fuxlj;),  i'W  i'tyra^s  t»  A'ew  Ettgland,  364. 
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Sirtensive  researches  of  John  S.  Sar-  was  admitted  to  the  church  at  Charles* 

gent  of  Chicago,  the  results  of  which  town,  M.irth  lo,  163"' 

were  generoasly  placed  in  my  bands  for  Elder   Sargcant  removed  to  Bam- 

use  long  ago,  and  which  have  since  been  stahlc  in,  or  prior  to,  1658,  being  made  a 

given  io  foil  ill  Sargent,  Sargtnt  Gemot-  freeman  of  Plymouth  Colony  in  that 

o£K>  show  the  social  position  and  descent  year.    He  died,  December  t6.  1682, 

of  this>  "godly  C'hristian."    Hugh  Sar-  leaving  his  Maiden  lands  to  his  eldest 

f  rant,  of  Courtenball,  Northamptoo-  sod  John,  who  became  the  ancestor  of  a. 

■hire,  fcttt.*  «»aa  bom  abont  1535  *nd  nuineroui  pmgeny. 

M  Fehmary  aj.  tS9$4  His  wife  wia  •  MiM,  Cturt  FUet^  IL  i6|. 
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mean  time  at  their  Sabbath  assetnblies  they  had  a  godly  Christian 

named  M.  Sarfant,  who  did  ]>reach  the  ^Vord  unto  them,  and  after- 
wards they  were  suppUed  at  limes  with  some  young  Students  from  the 
Colledg.' 

That  the  L,Mt!icrinL;  of  the  church  was  not  accomplished  with- 
out difficulties  and,  pcrhajjs,  some  irregularities,  is  indicated  by  * 
events  whicli  will  be  considered  elsewhere.   Tiiat  they  "  treated  "  2. 
with  several  clergymen  without  success  is  known.     Michael  : 
Wiggleswcjrth  wrote  in  1658:  — 

Consider  how  iung  y^  hand  of  y*  Almighty  hath  been  stretched  out ' 
•  .  .  frastiating  yo'  endeavors  after  cme,  crossing  &  disappointing  yu' 
hopes  in  anoth*,  &  it  nuty  be  in  a  third,  keeping  you  with  in  a  forlorn  \ 
condition,  &  altogeth  widiout  a  ministeri  or  at  an  uncertain  \yMs  with- 
out an  offircr;  so  y*  it  was  long  before  you  enjoyed  Christ  in  all  his 
ordina'ces.*^ 

4 

The  M.  Sarjant  of  Johnson  was  William  Sargeant,  who  has 
already  been  mentioned,  a  lay 

preacher  and  a  ruling  elder  of     M^Qt^ft^  Q^KQff^ 

the  church,  who  led  in  religious  O  , 

services  and  exhortation,  but  was  not  allowed  by  ordination  to 
perform  the  rite  of  baptism  and  to  administer  the  sacramental 
bread  and  wineJ  Joseph  Hills  is  also  mentioned  as  a  ruling 
elder  soon  after.^ 

•  Johnson,  WcndtT'^workittg  Prmd-  ^^.^rgnrcf  Gyfford.  Their  son,  Roger, 
dence,  211.  nianed  Ellen  Marcharmes  of  Finedon, 

•  Mas$.  Hist.  So.  Proc..  May,  1S7 1 .  94.  Jaiuiary  3, 15^',,;-   He  was  a  linendraper 

•  "[November  14,  1639.]  William  and  mercer  at  Northampton  and  was 
Sergeant  late  of  Northampton  haber-  mayor  of  that  city  in  1626.  His  wife 
dxslier  of  H  ilts  and  now  of  Charlestown  was  buried,  October  21,  16  (5;  and  he 
in  New  England  planter  &  Sarah  his  was  buried,  July  16, 1649.   William  was 

wife  late  the  wife  of  William  Minshall  the  seventh  child  of  Roger  and  Ellen,  ' 

of  Whitchurch  in  the  County  of  Salop  and    was    baptized    at  N'orthain|)ton, 

gent  Deceased,  are  both  blessed  be  June  20,  1602.   He  became  a  freeman 

God  in  full  life  A  good  health  at  th«  and  married,  (i)  Hannah;  (z)  Marie; 

time  of  the  making  hereof."  Lechford,  (3)  Sarah,  widow  of  William  Minshall. 

Note-Booi:,  137.  He  came  to  New  England  in  163^*  and 
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The  gathering  of  the  church  was  the  beginning  of  political 
life,  for  in  it  lay  the  roots  of  all  secular  as  well  as  ecclesiastical 
authority.  Out  of  it  came  the  town  and  the  state ;  and  on  its 
usages  were  based  the  asaga  and  forms  of  primary  assemblies, 
elections,  and  courts.  Church  members  were  the  only  freemen 
of  the  Colony.   As  early  as  1631  the  Court  ordered : — 

To  the  end  the  body  of  the  commons  may  be  p'senied  of  honest  and 
good  men,  it  was  .  .  .  ordered  and  agreed  that  for  time  to  come  noe 
man  shalbe  admitted  to  the  freedome  of  this  body  polliticke,  but  mch  as 
are  members  of  some  of  the  churches  within  the  tymitts  of  the  same.* 

They  alone  could  vote  in  town  and  colony  affairs  and  hold 
office.  Nor  could  they  avoid  the  privileges  which  were  con- 
ferred upon  them;  for  it  was  ordered,  "concerning  members 
that  refuse  to  take  their  freedom,  the  churches  should  bee  writ 
.unto»  to  deale  w^  them."''^  They  who  had  taken  the  residents* 
oath  might  hold  lands  and  become  members  of  "  any  tra3med 
band ; "  but,  although  they  might  vote  for  such  officers,  they 
could  not  become  '*  captaineSi  or  other  inferio'  officers  ...  for 
it  is  the  intent  &  order  of  the  Court  that  no  person  shall  hence- 
fourth  bee  chosen  to  any  office  in  the  commonwealth  but  such 
^  is  a  freeman."  ^ 

Having  then  the  beginnings  of  municipal  existence,  measures 
of  separation  were  soon  taken  by  the  freemen  of  Mystic  Side. 
An  apparently  misplaced  leaf  in  the  Charlestown  Records  bears 
an  agreement,  which  must  have  been  written  in  1648.  It  con- 
tains the  first  intimation  of  a  division ;  although  it  is  not  clear 
that  the  intention  was  not  to  settle  the  bounds  as  between  two 
churches  for  the  purpose  of  laying  ministerial  rates  rather  than 
to  found  a  new  town.  The  names  of  the  signers,  as  they  are 
the  first  to  appear  in  this  connection^  may  be  considered  as 
those  of  the  fathers  of  Maiden. 

Wee  whose  names  are  heer  vnder  written  weighing  w*^  our  seh» 

what  may  most  promote  the  glory-  of  God,  and  conduce  to  the  increase 
of  brotherly  Love  and  Peace  :  wee  accordintr  to  the  Ch';rchcs  aduice 
are  willing  to  Suspend  o'  gathering  till  next  third  day  a  month  certaine 
in  which  tyme  we  alsoe  promise  to  apply  our  selus  to  the  selling  of  the 

•  Mau,  <M«iiy  Rtfmrdt^  L  87.  >«  Ibid.,  ii.  jS.  u  ibid.,  1 188. 
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boun<Js  bc  iwixt  the  town  and  vs :  and  if  wee  and  their  Agents  cannot 
agree  it,  we  agree  to  chuse  twoo  or  three  men  for  each  partie  to  doe  it 
JosiiPH  Hill[sJ  James  Greene 

Ralph  SpsAiGUE  Arraham  Hol 

Edward  CASRiiiCTCMr        Thomas  Osborns 
Thomas  Squire  John  Lewis 

John  Waits  Thomas  Caulc** 

It  is  probable  that  this  document  contains  the  names  of  all, 
or  nearly  all,  the  male  members  of  the  infant  church.  How 
long  a  delay  occurred  cannot  be  ascertained ;  but  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  164^^  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  chose  a 
committee 

to  meet  with  the  3  chosen  brethren  on  Mistike  Syde  ...  to 
confer  with  them  about  the  bounds  of  the  land  and  division  therof 
between  vs  and  them  and  all  particular  cases  pertaining  theretoo.  And 
to  give  report  therof  vnto  the  General!  towne  at  the  next  publike 
meeting  of  the  towne.^ 

There  are  two  copies  of  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  commit- 
tees; one  in  the  Charlestown  Records;  and  a  second  in  the 
Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds,  put  upon  record,  January  4, 
169^^ ,  from  a  defaced  original,  which  was  ai^parently  the  copy 
of  the  agreement  which  was  retained  by  the  Maiden  committee. 
I  print  the  preamble  to  the  Maiden  copy  and  the  whole  of  Ae 
Charlestown  copy  that  both  may  be  preserved. 

Charlestowne  &  Mistickside.   Agreement  respecF  their  Bounds  Vis! 

Rich"'  Sprague  Ralph  Mousall  W"  Stilson  &  Robert  Halle  were  De- 
puted and  Authorized  by&  on  y*"  Iwhalfe  of  the  Jnhabitants  of  Charles- 
towne on  one  jxirt  as  by  a  certain  writing  bearing  date  y*  26  day  of 
y*  first  TO":  1649,  agreed  in  a  publick  Town  meeting  doth  appear,  And 
Will?  Sergeant  Jo*  Hills  Ralph  Sprague  &  Edward  Carrington  were  like 
wise  Deputed  and  authorised  by  imd  on  y*  behalfe  of  the  Jnhabitants  of 
MtStick  Side  on  y*  other  part  M  also  by  a  writing  dated  y*  last  of  y'  i? 
m?  49  :  agreed  at  a  jjiiblick  meeting  of  theire  said  Jnhabitants  [as]  doth 
also  appear  to  agree  and  settle  the  bounds  both  of  Jm])ropriate  and 
Common  Ground  betwixt  y'  Jnhabitants  of  Charlestowne  and  y*  Jn- 
halntants  of  Mittickskle.  Jt  is  agreed  and  Concluded  by  y*'  OMnmis> 
sionm  for  both  parts  as  followeth  That  in  Consideratioa  ^  brethren 
00  MtStick  side  are  by  the  Providence  of  God  diottly  to  go  into  a 

»  Ckarieatnm  Artkhfei,  ux.  23.  »  Ibid,  ht  Amt 
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Church  Estate  by  them  selues,  and  for  y*  more  Comfortable  proceed- 
ing, and  CnrrA'ing  on  of  ihat  worke  of  Christ  amongst  them  Jt  is  granted 
and  hereby  agreed,  th  at  all  y  Land  both  Allottraents  and  Commoa  on 
y  north  side  of  the  iiigh  way  from  y*  written  tree,  &c. 

A  True  Coppy  of  the  Propositions  cooclttded  bettweene  us  the  Jn- 
habitants  of  Charlestowne  who  were  appoiiited  Comnussion"  heerein 
by  >:  whole  Towne :  And  of  brethren  on  Mii,tick>ide  (or  ^^;Hl^df•n)  who 
were  apixjinted  Commission  by  theire  whole  Tow^ne  iicercia  the  seaven- 
teenth  day  of  the  second  month,  (or  Aprill)  1649* 

To  y?  end  the  Worke  of  Christ,  &  the  things  of  his  house  there  in 
hand  may  bee  the  move  Comfortably  canyed  00.  It  is  agreed  as  fol> 
loweth. 

That  all  the  I>and  both  Allottments  iV  Common  on  yf  North  Fnst 
bide  of  yf  Highway  from  [///^J  Written  1  ree  to  the  Bound  Markc  bel- 
twixt  M'  Nowelb  &  W.  Cradducks  ffiirmes,  &  so  besides  Meadford  flarme 
&  Woboume,  &  thence  to  Readding  \lo  CMrUsUnone\  head  Line  & 
\so\  to  the  written  Tree  are  to  bee  measured  at  the  Joynt  charge  of 
both  parties,  after  the  allowances  made  to  \j(*mf~\  Wobotime  men  \as 
y  Committee  tn  that  thing  shall  determine'^  &  \also  to\  Meadfortl  ffamie, 
as  the  Court  shall  determine,  then  the  rest  to  be  equally  devided ;  bet- 
twixt  the  Towne  &  mistickside  y*  Bounds  to  beginn  at  \^phen\  ffosdicks 
Southwest  Comer.'* 

aly:  That  all  the  Timber  &  Wood  behind  Leiften"'  \Ralph'\ 
Spragues  Lett  S:  the  rest  of  Lotts  within  Spott  Pond  Brooke  nining 
to  the  Mill  shalbee  &  remaine  to  the  use  uf  Charlestowne  over  &  above 
all  y!  within  theire  Line  \oJ  Common,  Excepting]  &  [aluHiies  reserwd^ 
for  the  use  of  the  [MisHck  HA'^  Inhabits  within  Cmnpass  of\  y  s** 
Btook  &  no  other  \from  such  time  as  f  parHHon  ^cresaitl  is  settled.'] 

jly:  That  M":  Joseph  Hills  sixty  Acre  Lett,  &  \P.  {^lyniiam] 
Serieants  forty  Acre  I,ott  to  bee  deducte<l  also  out  of  Mistirkside's  p'por- 
tion  of  Common,  &  y:  for  Partition  of  Townes  [^touching  Jmpropnated 
Lands,]  the  Line  shall  ninne  from  the  uttmost  head  Corner  of  Thomas 
Whittamores  five  Acre  Lott  (some  time  M'.  Nowdls)  on  the  head  of 
the  five  Acre  Lotts,  to  M'.  [lViUiam\  Serieants  garden,  &  along  by  his 
fence  till  it  comes  on  A  straite  Line  with  Rich'  Fratts  Northside  Line, 
Ac  so  upon  the  same  Line  to  f-  North  River. 

"  Fosdick's  lot  was  the  last  but  one  Comer,  to  the  m.irk  Ix-tween  Nowell  and 

in  the  allotment  towards  the  common  Cradock  was  the  Salem  Path ;  and  a 

between  Cradock's  prant.  or  Medford,  division  of  the  lands  north  of  it  to  Read- 

and  the  lands  of  My-tic  Side.    As  has  ing  line,  as  provided  in  this  article,  fixed 

been  staled,  it  was  afterwards  occupied  the  western  line  of  Maiden  through  tbe 

by  the  Maiden  Alms  House.  The  high-  Middlesex  Fells  to  Smith's  Pond, 
way  from  the  written-tree,  at  Black  Ann% 
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4ly:  That  the  Inhaliit^ :  without  the  {sauf^  Line  shall  have  Liberty 
to  water  theire  Cattle  at  the  North  Spring  after  Havest  time  p'vided 
they  damage  no  mans  Meadow  or  Come  \notwithstanding  any  Jence 
that  may  be  erected.'] 

5ly:  That  MT  Wiboos  &  Mf  NoweUs  ffitrmes  shall  remaine  to 
Charistowa. 

6Iy :  That  the  Inhabit"*'  on  Mistickside  shall  beare  A  p'portion  of 
f.  Charges  imposed  on  Charlstowne  touching  Castle  as  fonn'ly  they 
have  done,  dureinp  the  i)'sent  engngem' 

7ly :  That  the  iMiiabif'i  of  Mistickeside  shall  beare  theire  p'portion 
of  all  Towne  charges  propper  to  the  Towne  in  gen"  to  this  day. 

i^.  That  the  Inhabitf^  of  Mistickside  shall  beare  A  p^portion  of  yf 
Chaige  of  ti»  Battery  in  Charlstowne  as  fbimerly  forever,  nnlesse  the 
Towne  see  cause  to  slight  it  : 

9'"  All  the  Inhabit"'!  on  Mistickside  now  resident  to  Comntjon 
theire  Cattle  with  them,  but  if  any  oth'  shall  settle  henceforth  w'-'  in  the 
Toirne  Lhie  they  are  beeieby  exempted  Commonage  with  them  on 
Mistidknde. 

10'':  ffor  farth'  Incouragem!  of  y^worke  aAbies^  wee  acquitt  the 
Inhabit"^  within  the  Line  uf  Charlstowne  from  Chorch  chafges,  for 
three  yeares  next  ensueing  &  noe  more. 

iV\  for  the  Common  ground  on  Misijckiiide  bcttwixt  the  fferry  and 
the  Mill  Bridge,  after  Sufficient  Landing  places  at  sandy  Banck,  &  A 
burying  place  also  there  [Extend:"]  Also  it  shalbee  at  the  disposeing 
of  Charlstowne  to  sattisfy  Highwaies,  ii  answ*  Just  engagem'^  bettwizt 
the  fferry     the  Mill  Bridge. 

12''!  And  if  Charlstowne  i)'i»urtion  of  Commons  shall  need  High- 
waies &  Landing  places  out  of  y :  l-roporuon  of  Mistickside  it  is  heereby 
granted  them,  &  concluded  on :  wittness  o!  hands  the  day  ^  yeare 
aboves!! 


W  SriLSON 
Rom'  Hai-e 

Memorand  it  was  agreed  by  the  Committe  within  mentioned  before  the 
signement  by  the  whol  Committe  in  referrence  to  the  sixth  [\  1 ' :]  Article 
y!  the  two  landing  ptoces  at  Sandy  Banck  shalbe  divided  in  this  man- 
ner namely  the  uper  banck  at  the  Tree  foimerly  apportioned  &  marked 


The  Comissio* 

names  for 


The  Comissio'* 
for  Mistickside 
were 

W**  Serieant 
Joseph  Hill[sJ 
Ralph  SpttacuE 
Edw*  Camungtom 


Charlstowne  were 
Rich"  Russell 
ffra!  Willoughbv 


Rich'*  Sntactis 

Raij-h  Mousall 


no 
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by  Ralph  Mousall,  Robert  Hale  &  Joseph  Hills.  The  lower  in  the 
middJe  of  the  Land  by  A  just  measure  betwixt  William  Brankenbury 
and  the  marsh  ground.  And  that  the  halfe  part  next  William  Bracken- 
bury*  &  y'  part  above  the  Tree  at  the  uper  place  shalbe  and  remain  in 
proprietie  unto  the  towne  of  Maldon  for  ever ;  And  the  other  two  parts 
shalbe  &  remaine  in  proprietie  unto  the  use  of  Charlestowne  for  ever 
provided  that  no  part  of  the  Land  behinde  the  said  Landing  places, 
namely  bounded  by  the  said  Ralph  Mousell,  Robert  Hale  and  Joseph 
Hills  be  no  time  disposed  to  any  other  use  but  for  landing  &  laying  of 
Wood,  Timber,  fframe'  of  house*,  hay  &  other  things,  nor  to  hinder 
highwaye*  for  the  use  of  each  Towne  :  Also  to  the  Seventh  [9'*]  Article 
it  is  .Agreed  y'  it  be  understood  &  intended  to  give  interest  in  the  Com- 
mon of  Maldon  for  Timber,  Wood  &  Cattle  to  the  Inhabitants  now 
resident  and  to  their  naturall  Children  y'  Shall  hereafter  live  in  any  of 
the  house*  of  the  present  Inhabitants  or  upon  the  land  belonging  to 
them  provided  the  number  of  dwelling  house*  be  no  time  more  than  are 
now  extant  there. 

And  for  a  cleer  determination  of  the  Eight  [6*]  Article  touching  the 
Castle  it  is  agreed  y'  the  proportion  for  Maldon  shall  be  A  ninth  part 
of  the  charge  thereof  dureing  the  present  Engagement  as  is  expressed. 
Also  to  the  Eleventh  [li'""]  Article  it  is  agreed  that  the  Commons  of 
Charlestown  shall  have  need  full  highwaye*  through  proprietie*  as  well 
as  the  common  ground  in  Maldon.  Also  it  is  agreed  y'  where  ever  the 
word  Mistickside  is  mentioned  for  distinction  from  Charlestown  it  is 
intended  &  shall  henceforth  be  understood  to  denominate  the  town  of 
Maldon.  Witness  our  hands  the  fourth  of  the  fourth  month,  one  Thous- 
and Six  hundred  (fifty  one. 

Joseph  Hills  In  the  presence  of 

WiLLL^M  Sergeant  Ja.mes  Garett 

John  Wavte  being  chosen  John  Uppame 

in  the  Roome  of  Lieut  Sprague 
Edward  Carrington 

Touching  the  Alowance  for  Meadford  farme  mentioned  in  the  first 
Article.  It  is  agreed  &  concluded  by  the  Commissi"  here  under 
written  that  there  shalbe  deducted  out  of  y'  tract  of  land  mentioned  in 
the  said  Article.  One  hundred  twenty  five  Acre*  of  Land  before  y*  line 
of  divission  betwixt  the  two  Towne*  Common*. 

Stephen  Pain  aged  fifty  Eight  years  or  thereabouts  doth  testifie  and 
say  that  this  Jnstrument  here  produced  was  seen  by  y*  abouesaid  p'son 
w""*  the  names  of  the  Committee  men  to  it,  before  they  were  defaced, 
and  that  they  were  Subscribed  by  y*  Clerk  of  a  True  Coppie,  w**  y*  pri- 
viledged  Housen  that  belongs  to  Maldin  common  for  Timber,  Wood  & 
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it  was  agreed,"  is  from  the  Chau-lestovm  a  brand  mark. 
copjt  CkMatf»n  Are/Hwt,n.  I  ^f,  t^i,      "[1630  23  May  ]    MaMons  marke. 

with  additions,  in  it.ilii  s,  frotii  tltc  Mai-  Vppon  the  request  of  the  inhabitants 

den  coi^.  The  "  Memorand,"  following  of  Maldoa,  the  Court  bath  appojmted 

tiie  oaiBca  of  the  comntianonere,  ia  from  that :  ML  t  ihalbe  the  hmdHnailiie  for 

C*Jr/^•//^nt'« /V,  t'r./j.  V.  5  Tlif  affidavits  theire  towne.*'  Mtu.diiMtjfJfeetrdtt^ 

of  I'&ine  a.od  I'ratt  are  recorded  with  the  l88» 

Maiden  copy,  A/ufJ.  C:  Dutdi,  xL  83.      It  wtO  be  obeerved  that  In  the  record 

William  MclliriN,  "aged  ;i  years  or  there  of  the  Council  the  new  town  is  given  its 

about,"  testified  to  the  same  effect,  proper  name  of  Maldon,  which  it  doea 

This  ooOation  moat  give  the  full  agrae*  not  receive  in  the  Deputies'  teooid  Its» 


a 
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Cattle,  namely  Edward  Carrington  &  Thoma  s  M  !-on,  James  rciiimer- 
ton,  Richard  Dexter,  John  Greenland,  Jatnes  Barrtu,  and  seveiall  pther 
fiamilies,  that  he  caa  &  doth  Attest  to  : 

XI/ :  99 :  1691 :  Chailestoini«  t 
At  ]r*  AdjoammF  of  y*  Couit 

Swom  Jn  Court  by  SieniSM  Padi  ^ 

Ate  Sam":  Pmipps  Cter 

John  Pratt  aged  35  years  or  thereabouts  tcstificih  and  said,  that 
these  articles  concerning  y'  p'viledgc  hoi:scn  on  mistick  side,  that  haue 
p'viledge  in  Maldon  comtnon,  for  Timber  wood  aud  Cattle,  w"*  y*  names 
of  aevenll  houses  at  Edwaxd  Cairiogton,  Ridtani  Dexter,  James  Bar- 
rett, and  feveiall  others,  this  was  brought  to  me  to  convince  me  that  J 
had  no  privil  i!  -  in  maldon  common,  because  J  was  a  Tennant,  and 
not  an  heire  of  that  J  lived  on  &  iiutber  saith  not : 

\Swom  to  as  adove.y* 

-  Having  made  a  definite  and,  apparently,  an  amicable  agree- 
ment with  their  Charlcstown  brethren,  the  men  of  Mystic  Side 
now  carried  their  petition  to  the  Cotirt;  and  the  following 
entries  on  the  records  of  the  Colon)  ,  heating  the  action  of 
the  Council  and  the  consent  of  the  Deputies,  form  the  simple 
act  of  incorporation  under  which  the  town  of  Maiden  existed, 
for  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  years, 

r  1649: 1  Upon  the  petition  of  Mistick  side  men,  they  are 

ILd^       granted  to  be  a  distinct  towae,  &  the  name  thereof  to- 
be  called  Maulduii. 

^  1^9:  1  In  answer  to  the  petition  of  seu'll  inhabitants  of 
Misticke  Misticke  side,  their  request  is  graunted,  viz.,  to  be  a 
named     disUnct  touoe  of  tiiemsdvesi  &  the  name  thereof  to. 

Msulden.     |^  JAzvAAtSk,^ 

u  The  first  part  of  this  document,  to   ment  as  it  «as  underatood  b]rtheiBliabi~ 

**  A  True  Coppy.of  the  Propositions."  is    tants  of  the  two  sections, 
from  the  Maiden  copy,  MUd.  Co.  Deeds,        "  Mass.  Colony  Records,  iL  274 ;  Ui. 
xi.  83.  The  second  part,  to  "  Mcniorand    162.  The  next  yesrUietmm  was grsBted 
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The  linancial  settlement  between  the  towns  is  the  subject  of 
at  least  two  entries  in  the  Charlestown  Records: — 

That      o'  Brethren  of  Maulden  are  to  aUow  theire  p^poition  of  to 

this  Townc  for  Debts  owcing  when  they  went  from  us:  vizt 
oweiug  to  the  Cap"*  of  the  Castle  when  or  brethren 

went  away   2a  :   3  :  ii 

To     Long  for  diett   5:6:4 

To  Mf  Mellows  ..*>   15:0:0 

To  Wido:  Rand   Zo:8:0 

To  M'  Nowcll  for  a  man  at  Castle   a  :  10 :  o 

To  Laurance  Dowce   6:0:0 

To  goo:  Tedd   6:4:0 

To  flK»es  &  Wolves   9:0:0 

To  Mf  Norton  for  charge  about    Castle   6:0:0 

To  A  Petition  about  Meadford  .   o :  10 :  o 

To  o!  Eld?  aUowances   4:0:0 


To  the  Trayning  place  20:  o:  o 

To  Cap^  Davenpord  from  the  9:  month  1648  to  the 

ffihe  moneth  X650  31:4:0 

The  bills     are  paid  to  Charlstowoe  by  o!  brethr:  of  Maiden  since 

the  io:  of  the  X:  month  1653  when  was  due  to  Charls  Towne  from 
f'  Towne  of  Maulden  thirty  live  Pounds  thirteene  ahilliiigs 


// 

s 

Imprimis  paid  to  bro;  Pentecost  

0 : 

19: 

0 

tt 

paid  by  A  bill  to  Bowse  &  Morley  12  Cord  of  Wood  . 

a : 

0 

paid  to  Welcli  1 2  Cord  of  Wood  &  in  A  bill     .    .  . 

■  4: 

t : 

1 

paid  16  busli'-;  of  Turneps  at  16''  

I  : 

I  : 

4 

paid  by  knower  39     bush"'  of  Indian  Come     .    .  . 

4  : 

10  : 

5 

4 

paid  to  Robt  Hale  in  Coid  Wood  

.  10: 

13 : 

6 

The  r4 :  of  y?  xj :  1655  " 

25  • 

1  2  : 

I 

« 

if 

I 


origin  in  Uic  ranit;  of  the  Knglisli  town 
has  been  noticed  Although  the  form, 
Maiden,  was  used  and  perhaps  generally 
so,  from  Ae  beginning,  the  usage  of  many 
of  the  best  informed  and  more  careful 
peopk  favored  Maidon.  Deacon  John 
Shate,  who  was  town  derk  for  thirty-wc 
years,  aiul  who  was  one  of  the  most 
careful  of  scribes,  employed  the  incor- 
MCt  ionn  in  the  earlier  portion  ol  liit 


term  ;  but  in  1743  he  adoj)ted  the  other 
and  invariably  used  it  thereafter  in  his 
records.  When  he  dosed  his  books  and 
his  term  at  the  annual  town  meeting, 
March  6,  ^^()^).  Maldun  departed  from 
the  records.  The  propriety  of  placing 
it,  m  mewwrmm,  upon  the  town  sea]  was 
once  considered,  V>iit  the  proposition  DMt 
with  Uttle  favor  and  no  success. 
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The  line  between  the  two  towns,  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Maiden,  ran  from  the  head  of  the  five-acre  lots  near  Powder 
Horn  Hill  north-westerly  to  the  North  River,  which  it  appears 
to  have  met  near  S.mdy  Bank.  This  division  left  to  Charles- 
town  the  territory  now  occupied  by  the  south-western  portion 
of  Everett,  which  retained  the  old  name  of  Mystic  Side,  and  its 
inhabitants  were  known  as  "our  Charlestown  neighbors." 
Practically,  they  were  a  part  of  the  new  town,  having  their 
religious  and  social  privilej^es  with  its  inhabitants,  and  burying 
their  dead  in  its  graveyard  at  Sandy  Bank. 

Not  unlike  the  people  of  Mystic  Side,  in  relation  to  Maiden, 
were  the  planters  in  that  section  of  Charlestown  which  lay  along 
the  western  banks  of  the  North  River  and  Three  Mile  Brook, 
separating  Maiden  from  Medford  for  many  years,  an  i  mmy  of 
those  who  had  settled  at  Winnisimmct  and  Rainac)  Mari,h  and 
on  that  narrow  and  peculiar  strip  of  six  hundred  acres  which 
began  at  Bride's  Brook,  near  Black  Ann's  Corner,  and  ran  along 
the  eastern  side  of  Maiden  to  the  Reading  line.  These,  like  the 
Charlestown  neighbors  of  Mystic  Side,  worshipped,  married,  and 
were  buried  with  the  Maiden  people.  So  intimate  were  their 
relations  that  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  separate  them  from 
their  Maiden  neighbors;  and  the  names  of  Floyd,  Breeden, 
Boardman,  Blanchard,  and  Tufts,  although  the  names  of  settlers 
beyond  the  proper  bounds  of  Maiden  and  M3rstic  Side,  may 
become  as  familiar  to  the  Maiden  antiquary  as  those  of  Wayte 
and  Hill,  or  Upham  and  Green.  Some  of  the  few  inhabitants 
of  Medford,  who  were  without  a  meeting  house  until  1696,  were 
also  members  of  the  Maiden  congregation,  if  not  of  the  church. 

A  vivid  impression  of  the  scattered  condition  of  the  popula- 
tion  of  Middlesex  and  a  part  of  Suffolk  in  1649  may  be  gained 
if  it  can  be  realized  that  the  little  church  of  Maiden,  with  hardly 
*  more  than  a  score  of  members,  stood  alone  in  the  midst  of  the 
"uncouth  wilderness,"  which  stretched  from  the  Mystic  to 
Reading  and  Wobum,  and  from  the  Abousett  and  the  sea  to  the 
frontier  settiement  and  church  at  Concord.** 

"  The  year  1049  was  lendered  mem-    land  by  the  deaths  of  John  Winthropand 
oiaUe  in  Ui«  aiinals  oC  enrly  New  Enf-  Thonm  Sbqwrd,  and  bf  "inaiiinenble 
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There  are  no  records  of  the  town  before  1678.  A  "first  towii 
book"  was  in  existence  in  1701,  but  no  member  of  the  living 
generations  ever  saw  it."  In  its  absence  the  perplexed  anti- 
quary must  gather  from  widely  scattered  sources  the  story  of 
the  birth  of  the  town  and  its  early  years  of  growth.  The 
authorities  are  documents  and  records,  often  indefinite  and 
unsatisfactory  —  papers  made  for  a  purpose  soon  past,  and  not 
intended  to  convey  information  to  a  distant  age;  but  in  the 
vagueness  and  uncertainty  of  the  light  which  they  shed  we  may 
see  a  sparse  and  sturdy  population,  ever  working  and  praying 
amid  discouragements  and  fears,  overcoming  a  wilderness  and 
laying  deep  the  foundations  of  the  institutions  we  enjoy. 

Of  the  acts  of  the  town  in  its  first  essays  at  self-government 
we  know  but  little.  Joseph  Hills,  who  had  already  served  as 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  was  chosen  deputy,  or 
representative  to  the  General  Court  at  the  first  election.  John 
VV'aytc  appears  as  clerk  of  the  writs,  filling  the  place  of  a  town 
clerk  at  a  time  when  that  office  did  not  exist  by  name;**  and 
Thomas  Squire,  John  Upham,  Wiliiaai  Brackt;nbury,  John 
Wayte,  and  Thomas  Call,  appear  in  1651  as  the  first  board  of 
Selectmen  of  which  we  have  knowledge.  At  the  same  time, 
Richard  Adams  filled  the  not  unimportant  office  of  constable. 

If  the  record  of  the  early  years  of  the  town  could  be  read»  we 
would  find  that  those  were  tiie  da3rs  of  small  tilings.  But  small 
as  they  might  seem  to  us,  these  things  were  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  our  fathers.  Regulattcms  for  the  fencing  of 
common  lands  against  private  grounds,  the  adjustment  of 
indefinite  bounds,  the  settling  of  highways  and  townways,  the 
care  of  the  flocks  and  herds  by  public  shepherds  or  herdsmen, 


hosts  of  catterpillars,  which  destroyed  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  in  divers  places,  and 
did  cat  off  the  leaves  of  trees,  so  as  they 
looked  M  baie  as  if  it  had  be«n  winter; 
and  to  some  places  did  eat  the  leaves 
from  off  tlic  pease  straw,  and  did  not  cat 
the  pease."  This  was  followed  the  next 
year  by  a  great  mortality  among  dtiidren, 
and  by  "  new  diseases  the  fruits  of  new 
sins."  Morton,  Neat-EngUtid^t  Memo- 
riat^  tiSat]  144*  I46> 


>•  It  is  mentioned  as  "y*  first  Town 
book  "  in  the  report  of  a  committee  on 
"  y*  Country  Khoads,"  recorded  in  the  • 
Town  records  in  1701.  The  missing 
volume  was  advertbed  in  i86*  and  * 
liberal  reward  offered  for  its  rcccn  cry. 

»  The  duties  of  a  derk  of  the  writs 
and  tiie  gfadual  merging  of  the  office  in 

that  of  the  town  clerk  arc  noticed  in  the 
chapter  on  town  otficeni.  Captain  John 
Wayic  held  the  ofioe  from  1649  to  1^84.. 
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the  hanging  of  gates  across  public  ways,  and  like  matters  were 
the  staples  which  formed  the  fabric  of  town  business.  Mixed 
with  it  all  was  the  care  which  maintained  church  privileges  and 
fostered  the  school,  that  through  ignorance  the  cause  of  religion 
might  not  decline.*' 

Having  a  church  and  a  town  government,  the  people  of  Maiden 
u  iiicd  nut  long  for  another  accompaniment  of  English  popula- 
tions, as  is  shown  in  the  following  petition:  — 

To  the  hon'd  Cor/  for  the  counti  of  Mititcscx  Wee  whose  names  are 
herunder  written  doe  well  App'ue  Thomas  Skinner  for  Keeping  An  ordi- 
IU117  for  the  Accomodation  of  Tiavellets  &  such  like  accasions :  humbly 
desuh^  he  may  by  you  be  licenced  herunto  for  our  Town  of 
Maldon  22 :  i :      1651 : 

THo^rA<>  Squire 

Jo.  Vpfam 

Will  BrakenburyV  Selectmen 
Jo.  Wavtb 

Tho.  Call         J    Richard  Adams  Const^ 

John  Hathorne,  huucver,  who  had  conic  to  Maiden  from 
Salem,  and  whose  action  as  a  witness  in  the  Matthews  troubles 
apparently  gained  him  the  favor  of  the  authorities  as  well  as  the 
displeasure  of  his  neighbors,  received  the  appointment  from  the 
General  Court  to  which  he  had  petitioned. 

ti^^*  J  ''^"^  petition  of  John  Hawthorne,  this  Courte 

*^  judgeth  it  meete  to  encourage  and  appointe  him,  the  sajd 

John  Hawthorne,  to  goe  on  and  keepe  the  ordjnary  at  Maiden.* 

It  may  be  presumed  that  the  ire  of  the  Maiden  people  was 
visited  upon  their  oftending  townsman,  for  his  business  does  not 
seem  to  have  prospered  and  he  remained  here  but  a  short  time. 
As  early  as  during  the  succeeding  November  he  removed  to 
Lynn,  where  he  was  guilty  of  practices  which  received  the  atten- 

^  A  Puritanic  reason,  but  a  good  and  a>t(^  Corrupted  with  fa! se  dosses  of  Jaeiv 

righteous  one.    Said  the  law-givers  ;  —  ers,  to  the  end  therefore  that  learning  may 

"  It  being  oru  chief  prejeet  ttf  Satkan  not  he  Buried  in  the  gravee  ef  mar  fore- 

to  keep  Men  from  the  tm^u'te,/^'  of  the  f.tlhfrs  in  C'a-.^ch  5-  Ccmmoincealth,  the 

Scripture, as  in  frmer  limes  keeping  them  Lord  attesting  our  endeavours.  It  i»  thcre- 

in  unknerwn  tongues,  so  in  these  LatUr  fore  Ordered  ctC***  Lnm  tmd  LSkirtyU% 

time*       fenwading  from  the  use  of  [1660]  70. 

tm^tm  Umt  w  «/  tevf  <l#  true  seme  and  «  Midd.  Cmirt  Fitis,  i.  1 1. 

memg  rfHU  Origmalt  might  he  Omded  •  Mm.  CoUny  lUtmrdt,  4  (i-)  47< 
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tion  of  the  General  Court*    The  next  year  the  following 

record  appears :  — 

[a6%a  J  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maiden,  the 

^'  Courte  doth  graunt  libertje  and  licence  to  Thomas  Skinner 
to  keepe  an  ordinaiy  there,  in  the  roome  and  stead  of  John  Hawthomei 
who  was  formerly  licensed  there  * 

Later  Uie  selectmen  asked  and  received  a  broader  license  for 
our  Bro%"  as  is  shown  in  the  following  petition  and  reply:  — 

To  Uu  hotfd  Court 
Wee  whose  Names  are  vnderwritten,  Desyre  that  oar  Bio^  Thomas 

Skinner,  may  be  lycenced  to  sell  Strong  waters  And  Wine  to  SuppUe 
the  necessi^  of  the  Towne,  and  Travellers,  pa]ring  the  Aocustomed 
fees.  John  Vppam 

Will  Brakhnuurv 
Maiden  30^  of  Ttio!  Green       \  seluimen,^ 

y.  10^  mo  Z653  JoM  Spragce 

JOH.  Wavte 

[3.  (ri)  1653.]  Vpon  the  request  of  the  Select  Men  of  Mauklon, 
This  Court  doth  grant  Licence  vnto  Tho:  Skinner  to  retale  strong 
waters  in  there  Towne.*' 

As  Thomas  Call  was  the  Hrst  beer  seller  of  Mystic  Side,  so  to 
Thomas  Skinner  belongs  the  doubtful  honor  of  being  the  first 
recorded  dealer  in  "  strong  waters"  in  Maiden.  Although  the 
latter  remained  in  life  and  in  Maiden  until  1704,  he  appears 
to  have  soon  retired  from  the  "Ordjnarie"  business.  The 
following  petition  lies  in  the  Court  files 

To  the  honoured  Court  at  Charkt".  i6.  4'-*  m'  1657:  The  Town 
of  \faldon  In  ing  destitute  of  An  Ordin.iric  keeper  for  Accomodatinf^ 
the  Town  nnd  (  (Mtntrie.  Jt  is  the  desire  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  sayd 
Town  :  that  A  Bro^  of  the  Church  there :  namely  Abraham  Hill  may 
by  this  Coutt  be  licenced  to  keep  an  Ordinarie  there.  As  Alho  to 
draw  wine  for  the  better  Accomodating  both  the  Church  and  Q>untrie 

JoH  Waytb 

The  Court  consents  Johx  Spracue 

hereto  23.  4.  1657.  John  Vphame 

'I  ho:  Danforth  Kccord".  Will  Brakenbury" 

He  wa;»  a  brother  uf  Major  William  ^  Mass.  Colony  Rttords,  iv.  (I)  89. 

Hathome  of  Salem,  whose  abilities  and  ^  Afidi.  CfMft  FUettL  I  J. 

srnit^es  rendered  him  prominent  in  the  ^  ^fi.fJ  Cctnt  PrcrrJs,  \.  48. 

infant  state.     For  the  offences  of  the  **  MtJd    C-.^utt  F.  'n,  vi.  27.  Abra- 

IVt       I   inn-holder  at  Lynn,  see  Mast,  ham  Hill  was  "tcniiLiu  aad  kccpCf  of 

Coiany  RKordt^  UL  299 ;  iv.  (i.)  134.  y*  con-tniil "  on  the  Coytmoiv  property  | 
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A  similar  petition,  made  two  years  later,  is  worthy  of  repro- 
duction for  the  information  which  it  may  give  us  in  its  final 
clause. 

Jt  is  the  Request  of  the  Select  men  of  Maldon  to  the  hoifd  Cotnt  at 

Cambridge  that  Abr.  Hill  may  be  lycenced  to  sell  strong  liquo's  in  the 
Towne  for  the  necessary  supply  of  Travellers  as  aIls.o  for  the  Inhabit- 
ants that  p'sons  may  be  p'ventcd  from  keeping  ^uch  quaniuics  in  their 
priuate  Houses,  the  abuse  whereof  haue  proucd  of  uery  cuill  conse- 
quence. 

5*  j"»  1659:  John  Vfpam 

WiLUi  Brakenbuiue 

John  Sprague 
TiKv*^  Green 
John  Wavte" 

The  house  of  Abraham  Hill  was  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Great  Road,  near  its  junction  with  the  Medford  Road,  which,  at 
first,  was  merely  the  way  to  the  mill.  The  bridge  by  which  the 
latter  road  crossed  the  Three  Mile  Brook,  the  Mill  Bridge  of 
1649,  was  early  known  as  Hill's  Bridge  and  so  remained  until 
recent  years.  After  the  death  of  Abraham  Hill,  his  widow, 
Sarah  —  herself  the  daughter  of  an  innkeeper,  Robert  Long  of 
Charlestown—  kept  the  ordinary  until  1679,  when  she  was  suc- 
ceeded by  her  son  Jacob. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  early  innkeepers  were  licensed  to 
sell  wine  and  strong  drinks.  The  evils  of  license  were  not  long 
in  appearing.  Drunkenness  was  of  frequent  occurrence  and 
many  sins  which  drunkenness  might  often  incite  were  not  un> 
known.  As  a  remedy  the  County  Court  passed  the  following 
order; — 


and  his  liou^e  stood  on  that  portion  of 
tlic-  Coytmore  land  whidi  had  come  Into 
his  possession  by  some  unrecorded  pur- 
chase. All  the  Und  west  of  the  easterly 
line  of  tHl-  High  School  land,  l>etween 
Sakm  and  Main  Streets  and  the  bfook 
at  the  ndlroad,  was  inctuded  in  this 
parcel,  and  rtm.iinccl  iii:iiiv  ycirs  in 
the  p<^ession  of  the  Ilill  family.  The 
hone  which  bcdme  die  t»veni  in  1657 
was  not  that  house  on  the  site  of  the 


City  Mall  which  was  later  known  a;: 
Hill's  Tavern.  The  early  house  must 
have  l)ecn  farther  south,  I  think,  some- 
where between  the  present  Irving  Street 
and  Harv'ell's  Hrook. 

»  Midi,  Court  FUes^  viii.  2.  Licenses 
were  granted  for  one  fear  only  by  the 
County  Court,  upon  the  "Approbation 
of  the  Selected  Townsmen."  Lams 
andlOirtyes,  [1660.]  43. 4& 
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[October  4,  1659.]  This  Court  doth  order  y*  all  y*  inkccpers 
within  the  limitts  of  this  Coun.  shall  henceforth  be  p'hibited  selling  of 
strong  waters  by  retaile.*' 

I  think  this  prohibition  must  have  been  soon  withdrawn,  or, 
like  many  Court  orders,  it  fell  into  disuse.  Licensed  sales  of 
spirits  and  the  milder  forms  of  intoxicating  drinks  were  allowed 
by  the  colonial  law,  but  they  were  strictly  guarded.  Samuel 
Sprague  of  Maiden  was  fined  twenty  shillings  and  costs,  in 
1672,  for  "  rctaylcing  cider  without  license,  &  at  vnrcasonablc 
times  enterteyncing  persons  in  his  family." 

Our  forebears  in  their  early  essays  at  government  showed  at 
times  a  disregard  of  their  civil  obligations  that  gained  the  atten- 
tion of  the  County  Court.  It  was  a  grievous  neglect  of  duty 
that  caused  the  following  entry  in  the  records  of  the  Court :  — 
"4.  8"""  1653:  Mauldon  for  deflect  in  stocks  is  fined  five  shil- 
lings."** Nor  was  that  much  less  in  1655,  when  the  town  was 
presented  for  the  lack  of  scales  and  weights.^^  In  1658  de- 
fective ways  called  the  selectmen  to  answer  to  the  Court,  and 
in  due  time  the  offence  was  condoned.  Whether  it  may  have 
been  from  inability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  or  a 
thoughtless  neglect,  many  times  did  the  selectmen,  or  a  special 
committee,  have  to  wend  their  weary  ways  to  Cambridge  or  to 
Charlestown  to  appease  the  wrath  of  the  Court,  escaping  some- 
times by  a  confession  of  guilt  and  a  promise  of  better  care; 
meeting  sometimes  a  fine,  the  burden  of  which  must  have  been 
harder  to  bear  than  threats  or  reprimands. 

Nor  were  these  shortcomings  confined  to  the  people  in  their 
corporate  capacity;  for  their  social  and  private  matters  fur- 
nished a  plentiful  harvest  of  suits  and  "  small  causes,"  which 
must  have  kept  the  little  town  in  a  fever  of  excitement  from  one 
year's  end  to  another.  Breaches  of  morals  and  minor  lapses 
from  duty  or  rectitude  were  not  infrequent.  While  these 
things  are  sometimes  whimsical,  seen  through  the  quaintness  of 
the  records  which  have  preserved  them,  they  are  sometimes  of 
a  darker  nature.    Whether  whimsical  or  sad,  they  prove,  always, 

»  ^fidd.  Court  Records,  \.  191.  "  Ibid.,  i.  45. 

"  Ibid.,  iii.  34.  ■»  Midd.  Court  Files,  x.  z. 
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that  the  much  lauded  virtue  of  those  early  da>  s  was  in  its  weaker 
moments  no  better  than  its  sister  of  to-day.  A  few  cases  may 
be  cited. 

ff  Robert  Burden,  whose  surname  became  Burditt,  and  Sarah 
the  wife  of  W'illiani  Biicknam,  with  whom  Burditt  boarded,  had  '• 
not  drawn  upon  tlicinsclvcs  the  admonition  of  the  Court,  "  for 
scverall  iinodest  and  suspitious  caria^'cs  in  their  familiarity  to- 
gether," in  1652,**  much  evil  mit^ht  have  been  prevented;  for, 
aside  from  tiie  wicked  tendencies  of  their  actions,  they  set  the 
neighborhood  by  the  ears.  The  list  of  those  who  testified  in 
this  case  is  nearly  a  roll  of  the  men  and  women  of  Mystic  Side. 
A  suit  by  Bucknam  against  his  neighbor  William  Marble,  other- 
wise Mirable,  appears  to  have  had  some  connection  with  this 
affair;  but  a  more  important  case  was  that  of  Joseph  Hiib. 
Mr.  Hills,  in  his  capacity  of  general  adviser  and  man  of  business 
for  the  neighborhood,  unfortunately  pleaded  the  cause  of  the 
indiscreet  wife  before  the  Court.  To  this  Thomas  Squire  re* 
ferred  as  "  the  base  buissines  of  Bucknam's  wife."  Mr.  Hills 
was  a  ruling  elder;  but  that  did  not  hinder  the  disrespectful 
Squire,  passing  from  the  affairs  of  his  neighbors  to  his  own, 
from  calling  him,  *'  Alexander  the  Copper  Smith  who  hath  done 
me  much  harm."   He  said  that 

M'  Hills  at  his  daughter  Harris  her  wedding,  in  the  hearing  of 
Mf  Sims,  lather  Line  Leiutenant  Wayte  &  otheis :  did  say  that  his 
wife  must  be  his  Master  and  that  since  that  speech  of  m*  Hills  &  by 
means  thereof  he  neuer  had  quiet  day  with  his  wife. 

"  Upon  seuerall  Lords  days  in  the  publique  Assembly  in  the 
meeting>house  in  Maldon,"  he  uttered  "his  euil  and  reuiling 
speeches  against  the  Elders  and  especially  against  mr  Hills."* 
Among  other  things  he  said :  — 

That  his  wife  had  stollen  his  goods  and  that  m'  Hills  children  had 
reoeiued  them,  and  fiuther  Sayd  what  shee  bad  giuea  to  m'  HiU  hee 
knew  not. 

That  m;  Hill  was  not  fit  to  be  Routing  Elder  for  hee  took  part  widi 

A  theif  .... 

'Wax  m'  HiU  is  one  day  in  the  desck  and  the  next  day  pleading 

«  Mm.  Cmrt  Rtt9nlh  i-  31.  j 

J 
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baudie  buissines  in  the  Court,  will  you  say  that  hee  is  an  honest  man? 
doe  you  think  that  hee  is  an  honest  man?  or  words  to  that  effect. 

is  hee  fitt  to  sit  in  the  place  of  A  ruling  Elder  that  will  plead  the 
cause  of  rogues.'* 

Of  course  a  suit  for  slander  followed.  In  the  meantime, 
Bridget,  the  wife  of  Squire,  went  to  the  Court,  complaining  of 
bad  treatment  She  had  lived  twenty  years  with  her  husband 
and  was  now  aged  and  weak  and  in  fear  of  becoming  a  burden 
upon  the  town  or  the  church.  This  was  bad  enough,  but  Thomas 
Squire,  with  William  Marble,  had  filled  the  measure  of  iniquity 
by  defaming  the  government  in  the  person  of  Richard  Belling> 
ham,  the  deputy  governor.**  How  he  was  punished  and  how 
the  wisdom  of  those  days  furnished  a  means  of  working  off  a 
iine,  when  money  was  wanting  or  the  culprit  was  not  sensitive, 
appears  in  the  record  of  the  Court:  — 

[3  (ii)  1653]  vo!  Joseph  Hill,  Plant  against  Hiomas  Squire  Defl*  in 
an  actbn  of  Deflatnation,  the  Jury  findes  for  the  jdaintiffe  Damage  Ten 

pounds,  and  costs  of  Cort.  one  pound  17*  d"^  Provided  in  Case  the 
DetTt  sli.ill  at  Mauldon  meeting  house,  upon  their  Last  Lecture  day  in 
inarch  next,  make  such  an  acknowledgment  of  his  ofTence,  before  the 
publique  assembly  after  Lecture,  as  shall  in  the  Judgment  of  M'  Edward 
CoUines,  Tho:  Goold,  Edw.  Winship  and  Tho:  Wikler,  be  a  sattis- 
factory  acknowledgment  of  those  Slanderous  Speeches  and  imputations 
witnessed  in  Cort  agst  the  DefT  concerning  the  plaintiffe,  then  the 
Defi!  to  be  abated  fine  pound  of  the  aforesaid  lo!* " 

Heniy  Swillaway  was  the  unfortunate  servant  of  Peter  Tufts, 
who  "  beate  his  man  with  the  greate  end  of  A  goade  Sticke," 
and  "  said  diat  he  would  tie  him  to  a  tre  and  beat  him  for  he 
was  his  moneie.'*  Under  such  provocations,  it  is  not  strange 
that  the  servant  began  to  retaliate  and  **  abused  "  his  master 
and  "  his  dame  in  blose  and  words."  Thomas  Mudge  saw  him 
"  strike  his  master  upon  the  brest  with  his  hand ; "  and  Haiy 
Mudge  testified :  — 

that  she  being  at  Goodman  Torfs  of  an  arand :  Gudie  i'urfe  and 
she  heretng  the  Dme  in  the  yard,  we  went  out  of  the  dore,  and  his 
man  had  got  vp  a  great  stone  and  held  it  vp  to  thro  at  his  master,  as 

•»  Mtdd,  Cmirt  fUet^ii,  IbicL  ^  Midd.  Cfmrt  Rtwds,  i.  46. 
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I  conseved,  but  when  he  se  me  he  threnre  it  dotine;  I  further  Testifie 
I  herd  him  cal  his  master  base  Rouge.*' 

It  may  be  supposed  that  neither  Goodman  Tufts  nor  the  re- 
bellious Swillaway  could  desire  to  keep  close  company  for  a 
lonq[  time,  and  accordingly  the  latter  became  servant  to  John 
Bunker.  He  was  soon  after  brought  before  the  Court  by  his 
late  master  for  his  miscarriages;  but,  in  the  end,  the  master 
got  more  justice  than  he  liked.  James  Barrett,  his  neighbor, 
said:  — 

J  James  Barot  aged  about  v  res  or  ther  aboutes  J  doth  hcare 
testifie  that  J  herd  goodman  tufcs  sai  that  he  h:ul  not  Justi'j  before  the 
Debeti  Gove:  in  the  cas  beiwen  him  and  his  man  and  for  his  man  was 
wrong  out  of  his  hand    Therefor  he  wod  make  it  apear  at  this  cortc  :  *• 

Thus  was  govcrnmi'iit,  in  tiie  person  of  Ricliard  15ellingham, 
again  defamed  as  it  had  been  aforetime  b)-  Thomas  Squire. 
Peter  Tufts  was  speedily  convicted  and  humbly  acknowledged 
his  sin,  with  the  wish  that  it  might 

not  only  be  a  warneing  to  myselfe  for  the  future,  unto  a  greater 
watchfuines  over  all  my  words  wayes,  but  also  a  meanes  to  detere  all 
others  that  either  have  or  may  iieare  here  of,  from  all  ollenses  of  this  or 
the  like  nature.^ 

Well  would  it  have  been  for  tlie  goodman  if"  Gudic  Torfe  " 
had  profited  by  the  experience  of  her  husband  ;  but  her  woman's 
nature  could  not  control  her  toni^ue,  which  soon  brought  her  to 
grief-  James  liarrelt  and  William  Luddinj^ton  hat!  been  wit- 
nesses in  the  Swillaway  case,  and  it  was  for  slander  against  them 
that  she  was  found  guilty.    The  penalty  was 

damages  ten  shillings  apeece,  6c  an  acknowledgm*  to  be  made  by 
the  defif  at  Mauldon,  vpon  the  Lords  day  in  the  after  noone,  within 
the  space  of  thirty  dayes  next  ensuetng,  and  to  be  made  after  the  pob- 
licke  exe'cise  is  ended,  before  the  congregation  depart  in  niann'  fol- 
lowing, viz!  in  these  words.  That  whereas  J  Mary  Tufts  am  legally 
conncted  of  slandering  &  wronging  James  Barrat,  &  William  Ludding- 
ton,  or  any  other  whom  my  words  might  reflect  vpon,  by  speaking 
Rashly,  irregularly,  &  sinfiilly,  J  am  heartily  sorry,  &  doe  desire  to  be 
humbled  for  the  same,  &  in  case  of  non  observance  to  doe  as  above 
pFmiaed  either  to  pay  y*  said  ten  shilL  apeece,  or  makeing  such 


■  Jtm.  Cmrt  FiUi,  viU. 


»  lUd. 
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acknowiedgm!  both  for  mann'  &  time  :  the  Jury  do  find  that  y*"  defH  shall 
pay  vnto  Y  pts  fifty  shiU  apeece,  &  costs  of  Court*  thirty  one  shili  & 
two  pence." 

When  Grorfjje  Knovvcr  "  Pphaned  the  Sabbath  "  and  struck 
*'JaiiKs  Barratt  on  the  Sabbath  day,"  he  forced  Barrett  to 
become  a  "  Coacter"  to  the  extent  that  he  "  fetched  bloud  on 
Knowcr."  For  this  companionship,  they  were  fined  thirty 
shillings  and  twenty  shillings  respectively,  with  costs  of  Court.*' 
This  was  a  neighborly  broil,  which  appears  to  have  been  not 
uncommon.  Of  a  like  nature  was  the  case  of  Thomas  Shepherdt 
who  called  Samuel  Sprague  "  a  bays  uiUiane,"  and  said  "  when 
«uer  I  see  you  mye  spirit  Rises  at  yoit  ft  Whereuer  I  meet  m^tii 
you  I  shall  Remember  yon."  A  boy,  Thomas  Mudge,  "  did 
heare  Thomas  Shepherd :  strike  Samuel :  Sprague  two  blows." 
To  the  credit  of  Sprague^  he  struck  not  back,  but  said  "  what 
•dost  thou  meane  to  playe  the  foole:  I:  am  Resolved:  I:  will: 
not  strike: "  although  the  other  dared  him  with  many  "  Reuiling 
Speaches."« 

John  Pemberton  of  Maiden  was  found  drunk  in  the  street  in 
Boston  and  was  put  into  the  stocks;  but  he  took  a  drunkard's 
revenge  in  beating  his  wife.**  For  the  latter  offence,  he  was 
presented  by  the  grand  jury;  nor  was  he  without  companion- 
ship, for  at  the  same  Court  James  Fosdick  was  fined  ten  shill- 
ings and  costs,  "  for  rude  cariage  with  some  others  in  the  night 
time,  at  Mauldon,  &  for  contempt."  *  Of  a  different  class, 
but  more  fruitful  of  evil  results,  was  the  offence  of  Thomas 
Dickerman. 

f December  19,  1676.]  Thomas  Dickennan  appearing  before 
y*  Court  to  answ?  the  p'sentm*  of  y-  Grand  Jury  for  neglect  of  family 
goverm'  made  ansn-'  that  he  l)ound  out  his  daughter,  whose  miscariage 

was  the  cause  of     compl'  &  was  discharged.'^ 

Well  would  it  have  been  for  the  daughter  had  the  discharge 
of  the  father  released  her  from  the  effects  of  his  negligence. 

«i  Midd.  Cottri Rt^rd»f\,W^  [itifio.]  Dickennan.  the  mother,  died  May  to. 

Ibid.,  i.  147.  167 1,  may  go  far  to  excuse  the  tether { 

<*  Midd.  Cmtt  FSUs,  xvii.  for  paternal  govenunent  haa  often  fatted, 

*<  Ibid.,  xxii.  7.    [167 1  ]  since  the  world  begani,  tO  fill  tlM  placa 

M  Midd,  Cottrt  Retordt,  iii.  ts.  of  maternal  love. 
*Ibid,iti0.  The  fact  that  EUnbedi 
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She  appears  to  have  borne  in  her  character  the  results  of  the 
paternal  fault,  for  which  she  sorely  suffered,  if  the  cruel  sentence 
in  the  following  record  was  executed. 

[April  3,  1678.]  Elizab:  Dickerman  serv*  unto  Jn*  Starky  appear- 
ing before  Y  Court,  &  convicted  of  setting  her  masters  house  on  fire,  & 
of  meditating  cS:  nmtriveing  to  put  copperas  into  y*  victuals  of  one  of 
her  fellow  serv"^  Slice  is  sentenced  to  be  severely  whipt  twenty  stripes 
at  Cunbr.  &  within  one  month  to  hane  twentjr  moie  inflicted  upon  her 
at  Mauldon.* 

THltc  was  one  Paul  Wilson,  a  rollicking  blade,  whose  evil  pro- 
pensities brought  him  often  to  the  notice  of  the  Court.  After 
a  real  estate  transaction,  which  eventually  involved  the  Rev. 
Michael  Wigglesworth  in  law  and  losses,  he  appears  to  us  as  a 
drunkard.  Being,  by  his  own  confession,  convicted  of  excessive 
drinking,  he  was  fined.^  Two  years  later  he  was  convicted  of 
**  disorderly  carriage  "  at  Chariestown,  where  on  the  evening  of 
a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  there  was  gathering  into  companies, 
fencM  were  pulled  down  and  burned,  and  a  house  was  tumbled 
into  the  river.  For  his  participation  in  this  frolic,  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  thirty  shillings  and  Uie  costs  of  Court,  or 
to  receive  five  stripes.* 

Priscilla,  the  daughter  of  Deacon  John  Upham,  was,  in  1658, 
about  sixteen  3wars  old,  while  Paul  Wilson  was  about  nine 
years  her  senior.  It  is  evident  that  the  suitor  was  not  held  in 
high  esteem  by  die  watchful  father;  but  in  spite  of  the  paternal 
frowns,  the  claims  of  love  were  pushed  with  ardor.  John  Mar- 
tin, a  cousin  of  Priscilla,  said  that  Wilson  told  his  uncle,  "that 
if  he  could  get  or  had  gotten  the  Affections  of  a  maid  and  he 
could  as  for  the  maid  he  would  haue  her  do  al  her  flreindes  or 
all  the  men  in  new  england  what  they  ean."***  As  a  natural 
consequence.  Deacon  Upham  entered  a  complaint  against  the 
lover,  *'  for  violent  soliciting  his  daughter  against  his  will; "  and 
the  offender  was  duly  admonished  at  the  County  Court.  At 
the  same  time,  he  was  bound  in  ten  pounds,  "yf  he  will  no 
more  frequent  the  Company  of  PrisciUa  Vpham,  nor  by  no 

•V  UUd,  CmH  Set»ntt,  iii  tiZ,  »  Ibid.,  i.  274. 

«  Ibid.,  i.  jo6l  [i66fK]  »  JfiUULa«r//ib»,vil& 
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means  whether  direct  or  indirect,  make  any  more  adrcsses  vnto 
her  without  her  fathers  leave  lirst  orderly  had  &  obicincd."^i 

In  connection  with  this  case  is  the  story  of  a  serenade,  which 
is  both  quaint  and  diverting,  as  told  by  the  brother  of  Priscilla, 
Phineas  Upham,  whom  we  shall  licrcal'tcr  know  as  the  gallant 
soklicr  who  fell  in  Philip's  War.  He  had  recently  married 
Ruth  Wood. 

Upon  the  last  day  of  April  [165S.]  in  the  night  at  too  of  the  clokc 
after  midnight ;  There  wai  a  noise  heard  by  Phinehas  Vphara  and  his 
Wife  At  the  side  of  the  house  \  by  which  they  ware  awakned  out  of 
their  steepe  his  wife  being  awakned  ftnt  was  stracke  with  agreat  feaie: 

Wee  heard  musicke  and  daming  which  was  no  smal  disturbance  to  us : 
And  they  came  harkeing  unto  our  window  where  wt  e  lay ;  which  they 
did  three  times  ;  between  which  times  they  danced  and  played  with 
their  musicke :  with  much  laughter. 

Three  days  after  thb  affair,  Paul  Wilson  went  to  the  house  of 
Phineas  Upham  and  acknowledged  that  he  was  one  of  the 
revellers,  when 

It  was  fiiTther  demanded  of  him  what  musicke  they  had  among 
them ;  whether  it  was  not  a  ki^  or  a  Jew^sharpe ;  who  answered  no,  Jt 

was  a  Smal  Vial ;  Ading  also  you  could  not  know  us  by  our  Voices,  for 
wee  said  at  our  departure  nothing,  but  two  of  the  cloke  and  a  faire 
moming." 

Paul  Wilson,  becoming  an  inhabitant  of  Charlcstown,  married 
after  a  number  of  years,  had  a  large  family  and  died  at  a  good 
old  age;  while  the  fair  Priscilla  married  Thomas  Crosswell  of 
Charlcstown  and  brought  him  a  family  of  twelve  children. 

While  we  may  deplore  the  weaknesses  which  marred  the  Arca- 
dian simplicity  of  those  early  days,  we  are  indebted  to  them  for 
the  records  that  give  to  us  many  a  vivid  picture  of  colonial  life. 
Witnesses,  in  quaint,  archaic  terms,  have  left  US  unnumbered 
items  of  family  history,  of  local  description,  or  of  lively  neigh- 
borhood gossip,  that  would  not  othenvise  have  been  preserved. 
Thus,  even  the  follies  and  wrangles  of  our  fathers  become  of 
interest  to  us  of  the  latter  times  and  enli\en  or  illumine  the 
history  of  the  little  town  which  had  now  taken  its  place  in  the 

n  Midd.  Cmtrt  RutHt^  i  IS^  157.         *«  MkU,  Cmtrt  FtUs^  vii,  6w 
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sisterhood  of  towns  that  made  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay.  It  was  not  these  cases  alone  which  made  up  the  daily  life 
of  the  settlers  at  Mystic  Side  and  Maiden.  These  were  of 
minor  importance  in  the  general  life  pf  the  community;  for 
around  and  above  them  was  a  life  of  busy  work  creating  out  of 
hard  conditions  the  humble  homes  in  which  were  nourished 
industry  and  virtue.  Under  the  influences  of  this  daily  life,  the 
wilderness  gave  place  to  cleared  flelds,  on  which  the  yearly 
harvests  smiled ;  while  the  beasts  and  game  of  the  forest  re- 
tired before  the  flocks  and  herds  of  civilization. 

At  this  period,  one  who  had  known  the  story  of  the  settle- 
ment and  the  town  from  the  day  when  the  first  comers  crossed 
the  M>'-stic.  who  had  looked  across  the  South  River  to  the 
ple3*;ant  sliores  of  Sweet-^er's  Point  before  the  Spra.<;ues  had 
followed  the  Indian  trail  from  Salem  through  the  forests  of 
Scadan  —  Samuel  Maverick,  who  had  fortified  the  house  at 
Wianisimmet  in  1625,  wrote:  — 

Mauldon.  —  Two  miles  above  \Vinnisime  Westward  Stands  a  small 

Country-  Towne  called  Mauldon,  who  imploy  themselves  much  in  ffur- 
nishing  the  I'owne  of  Boston  and  Charles  Towne  with  wood.  Timber 
and  other  Materials  to  build  withall.'^ 

*^  Britfe  Diuription  of  Nno  En;lii  J,  Samuel  Maverick,  in  l66o,  and  was 
in  N.  E.  //tst.  and  iieneai.  Register,  xxxix.  discovered  in  the  British  Museum  by 
3|B.  Tbis  was  uDdoubiedly  written  by   Henty  F.  Waters,  In  1884. 
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HARDLY  had  the  men  and  women  of  Maiden  begun  to  enjoy 
their  new  privileges  before  troubles  came  from  the  bless- 
ings for  which  they  had  labored.  So  characteristic  of  the  iiines  and 
the  people  were  these  troubles,  and  so  important  were  they  in 
their  progress  and  results,  that  no  apology  need  be  made  for  the 
minuteness  with  which  I  shall  record  the  first  instance  of  resist- 
ance to  the  constituted  authorities  by  the  people  of  Maiden. 

We  have  seen  that  the  new  town  cainc  oui  uf  a  wish  for  an 
enlargement  of  religious  privileges,  as  the  Colony  itself  was  ti)e 
accomplishment  of  a  similar  desire.    Cotton  Mather  says  :  — 

Briefly,  The  God  of  Heaven  served  as  it  were  a  SuHimom  ujjon  the 
Spirits  of  His  People  in  the  English  Nation ;  stirring  up  the  Spirits  of 
Thoasands  which  never  aav  the  Faces  of  each  otb«r,  vith  a  most 
Unantmous  Inclinatioo  to  leave  all  the  Pleasant  Aooommodatioiis  of 
their  Native  Country,  and  go  over  a  Terrible  Ocr-.m,  into  a  more  Ter- 
rible Desarty  for  the  pure  Enjoyment  of  ail  His  OrJimuuts^ 

We  shall  see  how  the  religious  clement  made  all  others  sub- 
ordinate to  itself;  how  it  colored  and  influenced  all  the  thoughts 
and  actions  of  the  people;  so  that  it  cannot  be  separated  from 
the  history  of  this,  or  any  other,  New  England  town,  until 
within  a  recent  period.  It  was  an  essential  part  of  the  Puritan 
life  and  mind.  In  themselves  a  protest  against  the  excesses  of 
the  established  church,  the  founders  of  the  Colony  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  carried  to  the  extreme  the  beliefs  and  practices  which 
made  them  a  peculiar  people.  Coming  out  of  a  church  which 
was  dominated  by  the  state,  they  sought  to  found  a  state 
which  should  itself  be  circled  and  guarded  by  the  church.' 

*  Mather,  ^r.li-na!ia.'\  (.}).  Court,  te^r,  forbkldiiiR  habitation  with- 

*  "In  Winihrop's  Reply  to  Vane's  out  allowance  of  the  magistrates,  occurs 
Antwcr  to  hit  lM«aee  cf  an  order  of  a  moat  lanarkablo  MnlMice,  giving  m  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


UARMADUKB  MATTHEWS, 


127 


Naturally,  although  disregarding  time  and  place,  they  built 
upon  the  model  which  God  had  before  prepared  for  a  people  in 
whom  they  saw  a  similitude  of  themselves  and  whose  experiences 
they  often  compared  to  their  own.  Their  laws,  their  custuin>, 
and  their  manners  were  animated  and  l)niitcJ  by  the  teachings 
of  the  Scriptures;  more  by  the  harsher  laws  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, literally  understood,  as  the  exponent  of  a  material 
hierarchy,  than  by  the  milder  precepts  of  Jesus  Christ,  whose 
kingdom  is  a  spiritual  dominion  of  peace  and  love,  la  ihcir 
statutes  the  code  of  Moses,  with  its  strict  and  merciless  justice, 
left  no  room  for  laws  tempered  with  Christian  forgiveness  and 
brotherly  care.  Their  new  commonwealth  was  of  the  Lord  and 
they  were  a  new  Israel,  a  chosen  people,  for  whose  inheritance 
the  hand  of  God  had  prepared  a  new  Canaan  in  the  land  of  the 
heathen. 

No  such  a  scheme  of  government  had  existed  since  the  da>'s 
of  Samuel  the  Prophet  Jtidge;  in  some  respects  no  such  a 
government  had  ever  existed.  It  was  the  embodiment  of  Theo« 
cracy  without  its  purity;  a  government  of  God,  evolved  from 
the  minds  and  pervaded  by  the  prejudices  of  men.  A  philo- 
sophic mind  might  have  foretold  no  long  life  for  such  a  system; 
and,  in  feet,  with  all  the  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  its  founders, 
and  supporters,  it  remained  in  its  integrity  not  many  years.  It 
was  already  in  its  decline  when  the  church  of  Maiden  was 
gatfiered.  It  remained  a  shadow  many  years;  but  the  gradual 
strengthening  of  the  state  apart  from  the  church,  the  adop- 
tion of  the  half-way  covenant,  the  intrusion  of  the  Baptists 
and  other  antagonistic  sects,  the  decline  of  clerical  authority, 
and  the  many  adverse  influent  by  which  d(^;mati$m  and  con- 
kef  to  the  stoguUr  ecxlesia»tical  policy  iuffrage  in  the  choke  of  thuU  own  rep- 
of  the  Puritans.  The  sentence  would  resentatives  in  the  Commons  to  free- 
appear  to  have  been  incifkntally  writ-  holdtrs.  Purllanism  restricted  the  right 
ten,  but  it  is  of  emphatic  importance,  of  suffrage  to  CkrisHam.  It  tried  to 
*  V^kermt  At  way  pf  G«d  koA  i^mayts  evolve  a  stale  out  of  a  church,  l^ere 
htene  to  f^athrr  churchn  mtt  of  thf  wrtJ,  have  been  many  more  fanciful,  many  less 
ruw  the  world,  or  cn  ill  ilatt,  must  be  inspiring  aims  than  this,  proposed  In  the 
mistiamtiftkefkurches.*  This  explains  great  schemes  of  men."  The  Rev.  Geo 
ever>'thirg  to  us  in  the  religious  institu-  E.  Ellis  in  ^Htk  Amuricttm  JteviiW^ 
tions  of  our  ancestors.  The  English  Ixxxiv.  45> 
Mafna  Clnitti  itatrictad  the  right  of 
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servatism  may  be  surrounded,  limited  its  opcratioa  and  num- 
bered its  days. 

Its  mistakes  were  m an\  ;  but  al!  was  not  weakness  and  error 
in  the  Puritanic  system  and  in  tiic  ui:ititutions  and  laws  which 
grew  out  of  it.  There  were  in  it  arteries  of  healthy  life,  which 
remain  to-day  as  pure  as  when  they  first  flowed  full  of  the  faith 
and  liberty  of  Puritan  hearts.  It  was  a  life  filled  with  the  spirit 
of  a  people  who,  emancipating  themsetves  from  the  spiritual 
authority  of  the  state  in  die  old  world,  in  a  new  world  came  at 
last  to  throw  off  the  political  autfiority  of  the  church;  and  who» 
through  trials  and  dangers,  building,  perhaps,  better  than  they 
knew,  in  pain  laid  deep  and  sure  the  foundations  on  which  we  rest. 

There  are  those  .who  affect  to  believe  that  the  works  of  our 
fathers  were  stable  from  the  beginning  and  that  the  religious 
polity  and  civil  condition  of  New  England  were  steady  growths 
from  Arm  and  far-reaching  roots.  No  historical  belief  can  be 
more  false ;  for  during  the  colonial  period,  at  least,  both  the 
ecclesiastical  and  the  political  records  show  a  long  series  of  ex- 
periments and  mistakes — a  blind  groping.  The  glory  of  those 
days  is  diat  there  was  a  constant  approach  toward  better  things. 
One  by  one,  after  many  weary  and  disheartening  conflicts  of 
tongue  and  pen,  old  prejudices  and  errors  were  laid  aside.  There 
was  a  sturdy  element  of  conscience  and  common  sense  in  the 
body  of  the  people,  which,  in  the  end,  proved  stronger  than 
courts  and  synods  or  magistrates  and  ministers.  We  owe  noth- 
ing to  the  errors  of  those  who  came  before  us,  nor  to  their 
institutions  which  time  has  destroyed;  but  to  the  freedom  of 
thought,  to  the  free  will,  and  the  ability  to  work  and  watch  and 
wait,  we  owe  all  that  makes  the  present  ftiH  of  good  and  the 
future  promising.  Out  of  the  hearts  and  thoughts  of  the  Puri- 
tans, and  not  out  of  the  imperfect  works  which  they  or  their 
children  rejected,  came  the  good  seed  and  the  plentiful 
fruitage. 

By  the  year  1650  the  state  had  gradually  strengthened  its 
authority  over  the  churches;  and  the  churches,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  pcrfectin<T  that  system  of  councils  which,  as  a  con- 
servator and  lawgiver  in  ecclesiastical  polity,  has  come  down  to 
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the  pr^nt  day.  Besides  the  civil  power  and  that  of  the  coun- 
cils»  or  the  combined  churches,  there  was  another  interest  which 

was  anxiously  watching  its  rights.  That  interest  was  composed 
of  those  who  recognized  the  individual  right  of  the  churches  to 
govern  their  own  affairs,  as  in  the  settlement  of  ministers  and  in 
cases  of  discipline. 

The  early  churches  were  self-formed  —  democratic  and  inde- 
pciulc'iit.^  They  formed  their  own  compacts  and  rules  and 
settled  pastors  of  their  own  choosing,  sometimes,  even,  ordain- 
ing by  means  of  some  of  their  own  laymen,  as  at  VVoburn  in 
1642.*  After  a  little  while,  as  a  new  church  was  formed,  or 
grew  out  of  another,  it  became  the  custom  to  ask  the  advice  and 
presence  of  the  elder  churches  at  the  gathering  and  their  assist- 
ance in  the  ordination  and  settlement  of  ministers  ;  but  a  jealous 
care  was  taken  to  protect  the  interests  and  independence  of  the 
individual  church  ;  ami  its  identity  as  a  free  agent  was  not  lost 
in  the  couv;.iuion  or  council  which  assembled.  But  in  163G 
the  General  Court  began  the  exercise  of  that  authority  which  in 
iiiuc  It  was  to  wield  with  a  master  hand,  by  the  passage  of  the 
following  act :  — 

[I63^6:  3  March.]  Forasmuch  as  it  hath  bene  found  by  sad 
experience,  that  much  tcoubte  and  disturbance  hath  happened  b(^h  to 
the  church  &  civiU  state  by  the  officers  &  membeis  of  some  churches, 
w*"  have  bene  gatheied  with  in  the  limitts  of  this  jurisdiction  in  a  vndue 

*  It  was  settled  that  a  church  ought  Frotbiogharo,  iliitory  of  CharUstoum, 

not  to  be  of  a  greater  number  than  coald  70 ;  if,  B.  UiH,  and  Gmeal.  Reg.^  xxfiL 

ctiiuciiiently  meet  in  nne  plate,  nor  so  kjo;    Uph.im,  Stwonj  Coifury  L'ff^ire 

few  as  to  hinder  church  work.     Cf.  (Salem),  67  ;  Kobhin^,  Hecond  Church  in 

Platfirrm  «f  Chunk  DtteifUtu,  iii.  (4).  AuAw.  M9;  ^item^,  IRstory  of  Wohtrn, 

The  carlirr  church  covcnanls  contained  21.   The  f  Jericral  Co'irt  tl'^clarcd  in  164'), 

no  dcclarauuus  of  doctrine  —  a  i>uut)g  in  alluMon  to  the  ciiuich  covcu.iniit  of 

contrast  to  the  practice  of  later  years  the  Colony :  —  "  What  ever  the  severall 

when  points  of  doctrine  were  considered  expressions  may  be,  this  sufficcth  us 

to  be  all-important.    A  simple  promise  (which  we  conceive  to  be  intended  by 

•  ti)  w4lk  in  all  o'  wayes  according  to  them  all)  that  in  this  covenant  we  pro- 

the  Rules  of  the  Gospel), — and  in  all  sin*  fesse  our  engagement  of  relation  to  Cod. 

ceer  conformity  to  his  holy  ordinances :  and  one  to  another,  in  all  the  duties 

ami  in  mutuall  Love  and  R'■'^p';^  t  each  which  belong  to  the  pulilick  worship  of 

to  other :  so  near  as  God  shall  give  us  God,  and  edification  one  of  another, 

grace,"  bound  them  together  as  bvethren  according  to  the  rale  of  the  gospell.** 

"  into  nne  conpreRation  or  church,  under  Hutchinson,  Cd'ri  fh'n  </  Paffrs^  215. 
K3f  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  Head."   Cf.       *  Johnson,   Wonder  iocrking  Frwi- 

Emerson,  Firtt  Ckmrck  in  BctitHt  ii ;  dlaKe»  179. 
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riKumcr,  &  not  with  such  publique  approbation  a^i  were  mcete,  it  )$ 
therefore  ordered  that  all  persons  arc  to  take  notice  ttut  this  Court 
doeth  not,  nor  wiU  hereafter,  approue  of  any  such  companyes  of  rpen 
as  shall  henceforthe  ioyne  in  any  pretended  way  of  church  fellowshipp, 
without  they  shall  first  acquainte  the  magistrates,  &  the  elders  of  the 
great'  parte  of  the  churches  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  their  intentions,  & 
have  their  approbation  herein.  And  iTurther,  it  is  ordered,  that  noe 
person,  being  a  xnemuL-r  of  any  churche  which  shall  hereaiier  be 
gathered  without  the  approbation  of  the  magistrates,  &  the  greater 
parte  of  the  said  charches,  shalbe  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this 
commonwealth.* 

This  law.  which  mij^ht  have  been  styled  an  act  to  ensure 
Uniformitv,  was  considered  by  many  as  containing  the  "seeds 
of  usurpation  on  the  liberties  of  the  Gospel."^  That  it  aimed 
at  the  destruction  of  Independency  is  evident:  it  accomplished 
more;  for  the  "seeds  of  usurpation"  germinated  and  became 
both  healthy  root  and  vi^^orous  branch.  In  a  few  years  the 
Court  dominated  the  Church  and  discussed  discipline  as  well  as 
morals,  while  it  ordered  councils  to  compose  breaches  and  dis- 
cords and  procure  peace  and  quietness  for  the  churches." 

There  was  a  twofold  aspect  to  the  trouble  which  came  upon 
the  Maiden  church  ;  or  rather,  there  were  two  cases  whicli  anti- 
quaries have  confounded  as  one.  There  was  an  offending 
clergyman,  who  had  essayed  to  exercise  free  thought;  and 
there  was  an  offending  church,  which  had  settled  a  pastor  with- 
out the  approbation  of  "  the  magistrates,  &  tlie  elders  of  the 
great'  parte  of  the  churches."  To  understand  these  cases  it 
will  be  necessary  to  remember  that,  at  the  time  when  the 
Maiden  church  was  gathered,  the  civil  power  was  exercising 
paramount  authority  over  the  churches;  that  the  combined 
churches,  or  their  ministers,  were  striving  to  regain  their 
authority  and  enforce  uniformity  by  means  of  councils;  and 
that  individual  churches,  with  the  ancient  Puritanic  traditions  of 

*  ^fa!s.  Colony  Recordt,  i.  168.   Also;  \\\\%  body  poUiticke,  but  such  as  are 

*"  [1631,  18  May]    To  the  end  the  body  members  of  some  of  the  churches  within 

of  the  commons  may  be  p'serued  of  hon-  the  lymitts  of  the  same."   Ibid.,  i.  S;. 
e»t  &  good  men,  it  was  likewise  ordered        *  Cf.  Clarke,  Ctt^rtgatinui  Ckmnker 

Mid  agreed  that  for  time  to  come  noe  in  Mmj^  21. 
mail  tlulbe  admitted  to  the  fraedone  «(      *  itftir.  Coltny  R«r»nt$,  U.  (i),  225^ 
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Independency,  were  seeking  to  maintain  freedom  of  choice  and 
action. 

In  the  midst  of  this  confusion  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  aflfairs. 
by  the  providence  of  God,  the  brethren  of  Mystic  Side  went 
into  a  church  estate.  It  has  been  shown  that  there  were  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  procuring  a  pastor  or  teacher,  and  that  for 
some  time  the  seals  were  administered  by  a  layman  and  by 
students  from  the  college.  It  appears  that  at  least  nine  clergy- 
men and  church  officers  were  called  without  favorable  results; 
that  the  Roxbury  brethren  interposed  between  the  Maiden 
church  and  Mr.  John  Wilson,*  who  went  to  Dorchester  as 
colleague  with  the  Rev.  Richard  Madier;  and  that  the  mem- 
bers were  denied  the  ordinance  of  baptism  by  a  neighboring 
church.  These  facts  might  be  taken  to  show  that  something 
was  wrong  at  the  beginning;  and  a  remark  by  Hutchinson 
indicates  that  the  church  was  "  gathered  without  the  allowance 
of  the  magistrates."  *  Beyond  these  Indications,  however,  there 
is  no  proof  that  any  unusual  occurrence  was  connected  with  the 
matter;  and  the  causes  of  the  coolness  which  seems  to  have 
held  the  cider  churches  apart  from  their  younger  sister  are 
hidden  from  us. 

An  American  antiquary  making  a  pilgrimage  of  love  to  the 
Old  England  of  his  fathers,  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  found 
the  following  entry  in  the  matriculation  books  of  Oxford 
University :  — 

CoU^.  Omnium  animarum  20  Feb.  1623  Marmadukus  Mathews 
Glamorgan,  fil.  Mathaei  Mathews  de  Swaosey  in  Com.  pred.  pleb.  an. 

nat.  iS.'o 

Of  the  youth  and  early  life  of  this  son  of  Matthew  Matthews 
of  Swansea  in  Wales,  who  entered  All  Souls  Collcc^c  at  the  ac^e 
of  eighteen,  nothing  is  known,  until  at  the  age  of  thirty-thrcc  he 
arrived,  with  a  company  of  west-country  people,  in  a  ship  of 
Barnstaple,  at  Boston,  September  21.  1638.''  His  wife, 
Kathertne,  came  with  him,  or  followed  soon  after,  and  joined 

*  Son  of  the  Kev.  John  Wilson  of  Savage,  Mtm.  HiH.  C»tt<^  xzviiL 
the  First  Church  in  Boston.  250. 

•  Hutchinson,  Hittoiy  ^  Matmku-  "  Winthrop,  Nidary  ^  Mm  £t^ 
arttt-Sayt  i  413.  latid,  L  xjy 
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with  the  Boston  church  in  the  following  February.  In  the 
same  month,  he  '*  tooke  the  ooath  of  allegiance  to  the  King, 
and  of  itdelitie  to  the  goui!*  *'  of  Plymouth  Colony ;  and  during 
the  next  year,  he  is  found  among  those  *'  that  are  p'posed  to 
take  vp  their  freedome  at  Yarmouth."  ^ 

To  the  latter  place  he  went  among  the  earliest  settlers,  and 
became  their  first  minister.  He  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  of 
the  Colony,  September  7,  1641.**  It  is  said,  uitli  no  authority, 
that  he  was  a  schoolmaster,  "  but  exercised  the  ministerial 
functions  and  Baylies,  with  as  little  authority,  says  that  he 
"had  some  learning  but  was  weak  and  eccentric."'^  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  commended  by  those  who  were  able  to  speak 
of  him  with  knowledge.  Governor  Winthrop  calls  him  "  a 
godly  minister ; "  and  Nathaniel  Morton  names  him  in  a  list 
of  the  "specialest"  of  those  whom  he  nominates  as  "worthy 
instruments,"  and  of  whom  he  says :  — 

About  these  times  the  Ix)rd  was  pleased  of  His  great  goodness, 
richly  to  arromplish  and  adorn  the  colony  of  I'lymouth  (as  well  as 
other  colonics  in  New- England)  with  a  cunaitlcrable  number  of  godly 
and  able  gospel-preachers,  who  then  being  dispersed  and  disposed  of 
to  the  several  churches  and  congregations  thereof  gave  light  in  a 
glorioos  and  resplendem  manner  as  burning  and  shining  lights.'^' 

When  Matthews  left  Yarmouth  is  not  known ;  but,  probably, 
it  was  not  before  1648,  as  his  successor,  Mr.  Miller,  had  not  left 
Rowley  in  that  year,  or,  perhaps,  a  few  months  later.'*  From 
Yarmouth  be  went  to  Hull,  which  was  then  a  thriving  settlement 


^  Jiymwt*  C^9M]f  Xetordt,  u  107- 
to8. 

'*  Ibid.,  ii.  2y 

M  Freeman,  Hittwy  of  Cape  CW,  ii. 
180. 

'*  Baylies,  lltsSorical  Mcm,<sr  of  Xr.c 
Fiymmtk,  i.  31 5.  This  writer  may  have 
s««n  the  following:       October,  1639.] 

Kflward  M-irre!l,  heiTv.";  swoi  nc-.  (!(-]"iriseth 
A:  sayth,  thai  W'"  Chase  {ak  1u.>  rclum 
huame  from  Ihc  Court  when  M'  Mat- 
hewcs  &  hce  were  here  together)  did  re- 
port that  M'  Mathewcs  had  nothing  to 
say  for  himself,  &  that  he  Bttr^ailed  how 
any  dHrst  jojrne  w<'>  him  in  the  fast,  & 
further  nid  that  loine  beii^  then  in 


p'sence  w'"*  the  iiu"»'*,  did  hold  \  p  his 
hand,  &  eyed,  Fye,  f>t !  for  shame  I " 
Piymouth  Colony  Records,  i.  135. 

»  Winthrop,  Httifrf  of  New  Eng- 
land, t.  273. 

M«>rton,  AVri-  F>:        Ts  Af.-rn-'rr-.i 

(Ed.  1^:6)  Ijl,  uudvr  the  date  uf  1642. 
1*  I  am      the  opinion  that  trouble 

precede<l  f  i-  f1  p.irturc  from  Varmouth. 
Michael  W  igglcsworth,  writing  in  165S, 
at  a  time  when  the  facta  were  well 
known,  speaks  of  l.ini  a'  mie  who  "hail 
been  excommunicated  at  one  place,  dis- 
liked &  discarded  at  anoth  place,  once 
(if  not  oftener)  censured  in  y*  couri.** 
Mau.  ttUi.  St.  Pnc.  May.  1871,  95. 
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of  traders  and  fislicniicn,  where  he  "continued  preaching,  till 
he  lost  the  a[)i)robation  uf  sunic  able  understanding  men,  among 
both  Magistrates  and  Ministers,  by  wcaK  and  unsafe  expressions 
in  his  teaching." 

Besides  losing  "the  approbation  of  some  able  understanding^ 
men,"  it  appears  that  he  ran  a  greater  risk  —  that  of  banishment. 
George  Bishop,  the  Quaker,  writing  before  1661,  tells  the 
story:  — 

And  it's  like  Governour  John  Wmtrope,  Senior  ^who  was  an  honest 
Man,  and  had  some  Hand  in  thisi  being  diawn  to  it  by  your  Priests) 
was  made  sensible  of  it  on  bis  Death-Bed,  when  old  Dutlfy^  a  Man  of 
Blood,  and  the  rest  of  you  sent  to  the  said  John  Winirope,  to  set  his 
Hand  to  a  P;iper,  for  the  Banishment  of  one  Matthnos,  a  //>/< //-man, 
a  IVit  St  ;  vvliieh  he  refused,  telling  tbeiBf  Hc  had  had  his  Hand  too 
mUi  h  ill  such  //ii/ii;s  i///((;.7v.* 

Hutchinson  also  narrates  this  incident,  mentioning;  "  an 
heterodox  person  "  in  the  pkice  of  Mr.  Matthews.-'  The  story 
seems  worthy  of  belief;  and  tliat  neither  Hubbard  nor  Mather, 
the  fullest  chroniclers  of  that  period,  speak  of  it  may  he  attrib- 
uted to  the  wish  to  represent  the  wisest  of  the  maj^istratcs  of 
Massachusetts  Hay  as  a  stanch  supporter  of  that  political  and 
ecclesiastical  condition  which  Mather,  at  least,  labored  to  up- 
liold  and  perpetuate.  As  John  W'inthrop  died  March  26.  1649, 
this  must  a])ply  to  Mr.  Matthews  before  his  seltlenient  at  Mai- 
den;  and  to  prove  that  hc  left  Hull  perforce,  we  find  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place,  desiring  his  return,  petitioned  the 
Court  "for  the  encouraging  M'  Mathews  to  goc  to  them  & 
preach  amongst  them."  ^ 

The  result  of  this  petition  was  twofold;  for  after  "a  publicke 
hearing  in  the  meeting  howse  "  in  Boston,  the  granting  of  the 
request  was  denied  and  Mr.  Matthews  was  personally  brought 
into  trouble.  The  record  is  worthy  of  perusal  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  arbitrary  transactions  which  are  to  be  related  and  as 
showing  how  closely  the  civil  power  was  watching  the  spiritual 
condition  of  tiie  church. 

*  JobiMon,  WoHder-wfirkitii:  Pmn-  Hutchinson,  Histtry  «f  Jtfutacku- 
denee,   2i\.  setti-Bny,\. 

*  Bishop,  A^em-Engiand  Judgtd  by  Cf.  Matt.  Coiony  Rettrds,  ii.  276  j 
the  S^rk  ^tJu  Lord  f  Ed.  1703).  2261  iii.  1 53. 
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[1649 :  9  May.]  Id  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Hull,  conceming  M'  Matheves,  the  15***  day  of  this  instant  was  ap- 
pointed for  a  publicke  hearing  of  the  case,  w^**  was  rittemled  in  the 
meeting  howse.  The  Dep%  considering  of  what  they  bad  heard  in  the 
case,  voted^ 

1.  That  they  would  not  enquier  into  the  matters  of  chardge  or  an- 
swers, as  respecting  error  conce*  Mathews. 

2.  Notw*i'standing  this  vote,  the  house,  by  vote,  judged  it  mcete  to 
consider  whether  M'  Mathews,  in  respect  of  inconvenient  and  weaiie 

exp'ssions,  was  not  worthy  of  some  censure. 

3.  The  whole  L  ourte  agreed  by  vote,  that  M'  Mathcwes  should  not 
retourne  to  Hull,  nor  reside  w""  them. 

Voted^  That  wee  will  proceed  no  further  at  present  w*^  Mathewes 
then  to  an  admonition. 

The  Courlf,  for  seucrall  considerations,  judge  it  not  meete  at  present 
to  dilate  all  the  p'ticular  chnrdges  <ind  ,ins'*  of  W  Mithewcs,  yett, 
notw"'standing,  doe  declare  that  they  findc  seueral  erroneous  cxi/s- 
sions,  others  weake,  inconvenient,  and  vnsafe  exp'ssions,  for  which 
they  judge  it  meete  to  order,  that  the  said  M'  Mathewes  should  be 
admonished  by  the  Gou'no'  in  the  name  of  the  Courte.^ 

There  are  indications  that  the  aristocratic  branch  of  the 
Court,  or  the  Assistants,  who  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others, 
represented  the  most  arbitrary  portion  of  the  State,  brought 
about  this  result ;  and  that  the  democratic  deputies,  who  came 
directly  from  the  body  of  the  people  and  often  showed  them- 
selves to  be  possessed  of  the  leaven  of  liberty  and  progress, 
which  in  due  season  leavened  the  whole  body  politic,  would  at 
least  have  forborne  to  question  Mr.  Matthews.  As  the  prudent 
and  liberal  Winthrop  was  dead  and  the  austere  and  bigoted 
Endicott  was  in  the  chair  of  the  Governor,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  admonition  was  given  with  due  severi^.  That  it  was 
given  is  clear,  for  it  was  afterwards  said  of  Mr.  Matthews  that 
"  he  had  his  sentence  &  ffulfild  it." 

Where  he  now  went  does  not  appear ;  but,  the  next  year,  he 
was  in  Boston  and  was  granted  leave  to  *'  give  satisfaction,"  or 
to  retract,  which  was  probably  intended. 

[1650:  19  June.]   This  Courte,  beinge  willinge  that  M'  Mathews 

should  haue  an  op'tunitie  to  giue  satisfaction  for  what  he  formerly 
deliuered  as  eronious,  weake,  &c,  which  is  his  owne  desire  also,  doe 

Mass.  (M9Hy  Xtrmtt,  UL  159 ;  cf.  ii.  S76. 
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order,  that  he  shall  haue  oppertunitie  soe  to  doe  the  sS""  of  this  instant 
raoneth,  at  Boston,  at  M'  Phillips  his  howse,  by  eight  of  the  clocke  in  the 
morning,  to  giue  satisCaction  for  the  same,  if  he  can,  to  the  elders  of 
Boston,  Charlstowne,  Roxbury,  &  Dorchester,  with  such  of  the  magia" 
as  shall  please  to  be  p^sent  there.** 

It  may  be  that  this  occasion  for  righting  himself  before  the 
authorities  was  sought  by  Mr.  Matthews  while  the  question  of 
his  settlement  in  Maiden  was  pending.  What  the  result  of  this 
meeting  at "  eight  of  the  clocke  in  the  morning"  was,  or  whether 
the  meeting  was  held,  is  not  known ;  as  no  other  mention  of  it 
has  been  found.  Evidently,  nothing  favorable  to  the  accused 
minister  came  out  of  it,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  events  which 
followed.  Some  detached  notes  of  accusations  and  answers 
may  belong  to  this  period;  but  in  spirit  and  form,  they  are 
a  part  of  later  evidence,  with  which  I  shall  consider  them. 

About  this  time,  or  soon  after,  Mr.  Matthews  was  brought 
into  relations  with  the  Maiden  brethren.  When  it  was  known 
that  steps  were  being  taken  prcliminar>'  to  his  ordination,  there 
was  a  more  general  desire  evinced  to  hinder  the  settlement  of 
the  new  church  than  to  prorrjote  its  welfare.  The  church  of 
Roxbury,  which  had  interfered  in  the  business  with  Mr.  Wilson, 
wrote  "  to  flforbearc  ordination  ;  "  but  whfen  asked  "  to  discover 
to  vs  Any  sin  either  in  mi  Mathews  or  the  Church  which  might 
be  a  ground  of  fforbca'g."  it  remained  silent.  The  mother 
church  of  Charlestown,  following  the  spirit  of  that  of  Roxbury, 
prnpr>qcd  '*  a  brotherly  conference,"  which  was  accepted.  It  re- 
mained for  the  cl(K  r  church  to  appoint  a  time  and  place,  but  no 
more  was  heard  from  that  quarter.  Several  of  the  magistrates 
also  wrote  letters  of  "  advice,"  which  seem  to  have  been  com- 
posed in  the  spirit,  if  not  in  the  form,  of  mandates  ;  hut  when 
explanations  were  asked  of  "curie  one  of  them  before  ordina- 
tion," none  replied  but  Increase  NowcU.^'' 

Unless  we  assume  that  some  irrocrnlaritics,  of  which  the 
church  was  still  unpurgcd,  had  nttended  its  formation,  it  is  diffi- 
cuit  to  understand  these  proceedings;  and  evt n  it  the  church 
had  committed  an  ofTence,  neither  the  justice  nor  the  propriety 

Mau.  Ctifitty  Utttrdt,  UL  203.        *  Cf  .  Mats.  Arckivet,  x.  31, 80. 
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of  this  method  of  dealing  can  be  affirmed.  Under  the  circuni- 
stances,  but  one  course  ought  to  have  been  taken;  and  that 
course,  with  a  foreshadowing  of  the  spirit  of  later  days,  the 
Maiden  brethren  pursued.  They  ordained  Mr.  Matthews  as 
their  minister;  and  as  they  stood  alone  among  the  churches, 
it  is  very  probable  that  they  resorted  to  the  elder  practice  of 
lay-ordination.  Nor  were  they  without  sufficient  authority  for 
their  action;  for  as  recently  as  1646  the  General  Court  had 
declared  the  following  as  the  first  ^'  Fundamentall  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts " :  — 

All  persons  orthodoxe  in  judgment  and  not  scandalous  in  life,  may 
gather  into  a  church  estate  according  to  the  rules  of  the  gospeU  of 

Jesus  Christ.  Such  may  choose  and  ordaine  theire  ownr-  officers,  and 
exercise  a!!  the  f)rdinances  of  Christ,  without  any  injunction  in  doc- 
trine, wur^ihip  or  disciphne.** 

It  docs  not  appear  that  any  ininicdiate  notice  of  this  offence 
was  taken.  Johnson,  writing  at  this  time,  s.ivs  th.it  "  some 
neighbour-churches  were  unsati!sficd  thcrLwith,  for  it  i>  the  man- 
ner of  all  the  Churches  of  Christ  here  hitherto,  to  have  the 
approbation  of  their  Sister-churches,  and  the  ci\  il  Government 
also  in  the  proceedings  of  this  nature,  by  the  which  means  Com- 
munion of  Cluirches  is  continued,  peace  preserved,  and  the 
truths  of  Christ  sincerely  acknowledi^ed  ;  but  he  does  not 
indicate  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  not  in  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  the  Maiden  pulpit.  He  '*  minds  him  in  the  following 
Meeter,"  which  blends  admonition  with  exhortation,  and  must 
have  been  a  source  of  disquiet  to  Mr.  Matthews,  especially  if  he 
was  possessed  of  any  literary  taste  :  — 

Afatkrs^s .'  thou  must  build  gold  and  silver  on 

That  precious  stone,  Christ  cannot  tiash  induie^ 
Un*tal»)e  straw  3n<l  stubble  rrnist  he  t^^np. 

When  Christ  by  tire  dolh  purge  his  buiUiing  pure. 
In  seemly  and  in  modest  terms  do  thou 

Chfists  precious  trutlis  unto  thy  folk  unfold. 
And  mix  not  error  with  the  tnith,  lest  thou 

Soon  leave  out  sense  to  make  the  truth  to  liold : 
Compleating  of  ChrisU  Churches  is  at  hand, 

AfaiknM  stand  up,  and  blow  a  certain  sound, 
Warriours  are  vvaiuitiR  Babel  to  withsl and. 

Christs  truths  mainiain,  'twill  bring  thee  honors  crown'd.-^ 

*  Hutchinson,  CoUeclion  of  Pafert,  ^  Johnson,  Wimtler-wrkiHf^  I'rtnd' 
203.    Ct.  Mass  J/ht.  Coll.,  xxxVn.  2^.       deme.zw,  •  Ibid.,  2I». 
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And  so,  for  a  brief  time,  Mr.  Matthews  and  the  church  were 
uiUruubled.  There  is  reason  to  believe  thai  he  preaciicd  with 
freedom,  acconiing  to  his  iaiih,  and  to  the  edification  of  the 

cliurch,  and  that  his  way  was  honorable  to  himself  antl  helpful  • 
to  his  little  iluck.    But  the  "  former  miscarriaLjes  "  were  nwt  ' 
forgotten,  and  a  scrnjon  preached  trom  the  sugj^^eslive  text, 
Behold,  I  lay  before  Joshua  a  stone  with  seven  eyesP  became  a  » 
copious  source  of  trouble  to  the  unfortunate  minister.  There 
was  a  watchful  and  traitorous  element  in  that  rural  congregation  \ 
in  fhe  little  hut  of  a  meeting  house  at  Bell  Rock,  which,  repre- 
sented by  John  Hathorne  and  Thomas  Lynde,  the  latter,  at 
least,  a  member  of  the  church,  while  the  former  was  a  tavern- 
keeper,  who,  removing  to  Lynn,  was  two  years  later  found  guilty 
of  forgery  on  his  own  confession,  reported  and  *'  proved  on  oath  " 
many  heterodox  or  heretical  teachings.   Out  of  that  sermon » 
and  some  others,  they  culled  more  **  weak  and  inconvenient  ex- 
pressions     inconvenient  they  certainly  were  for  Mr.  Mathews. 
Some  of  these  '*  vnsafe  expressions  "  have  been  preserved  for  us. 

Christ  i"!  gone  tip  to  heaven  to  prepare  mansions  for  us,  for  as  y'  sin 
of  Adam  did  slum  paradise  soe  y*  Ascention  of  X'  doth  open  paradise 
againe 

To  think  we  can  have  any  conviction  before  we  have  X*  is  a  very 

delusion. 

Y*  saints  hive  more  vnrietyes  of  righteousnes  than  X',  for  X*  bath 
only  a  double  rii:hlcousncs,  ^  y*^  saints  have  a  trebble. 

When  y*  t)ody  of  X'  was  hfied  up  on  y  crusse  his  soule  was  in  hell 
what  to  hell :  yea  in  hell,  in  y'  hell  where  y*  devill  rules  and  raignes,* 

Here  were  offences  gross  and  monstrous  for  churches  and 
councils  to  consider;  but  there  is  no  indication  that  any  power 
save  that  of  the  state  was  called  into  action,  at  the  outset,  in 
this  purely  theological  and  doctrinal  matter.  Mr.  Matthews  was 
summoned  to  appear  by  the  General  Court,  May  7,  165 1,  in  the 
following  order :  — 

*  So  atated,  Mast.  Ar<kive$t  x.  75.  and  I  will  remove  the  iniquity  of  that 

For  bchol'1  the  stone  th.il  I  h.ive  laid  land  in  ono  day.    Zfch.  iii.  9.    The  scr- 

hefore  Joshua ;  upon  one  stone  shuU  be  mon  was  "  about      fouodatioo  of  iustir 

S«ven  eyes :  l)ehold,  I  will  engrave  the  fying  faith," 
graving  thereof,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,       *>  Mas$.  Areiu/et,  x.  75, 77. 
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Fifteen  of  the  deputies  were  entered  as  "  contradicentes  " 
against  the  passage  of  this  order.  At  their  head  were  Wil- 
liam Hathorne  of  Salem,  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  John 
Leverctt  of  Boston,  who  was  afterwards  Governor.  Joseph 
Hills,  of  course,  favored  the  minister  whom  he  elsewhere 
sustained ;  and  it  is  noticeable  that,  save  William  Cowdrcy 
of  Reading,  no  member  of  a  neighbor  church  opposed  the 
prosecution. 

So  the  General  Court  rested  from  its  labors  with  Mr.  Mat- 
thews until  the  next  session;  but  before  they  rested  they  had 
another  matter  to  settle  with  him.  This  settlement  required  but 
little  time  and  the  record  indicates  no  great  desire  for  concession 
on  cither  side. 

As  concerning  M'  Mathewes  suffering  himself  to  be  ordajned,  con- 
trar)'  to  the  rules  of  Gods  word,  which  should  not  have  so  proceetled, 
to  the  offence  of  magistrates,  reuerend  ciders,  and  some  chiirches, 
Y  Courte  doth  order  that  the  sajd  M'  Mathewes  shall  give  sattisfaction 
to  this  session  of  this  Court  by  an  humble  acknowledging  his  sinne  for 
his  so  proceeding,  which  if  he  refuse  to  doe,  to  pay  the  some  of  tenn 
pounds  within  one  month. 

M'  Mathewes  appearing,  and  not  giving  sattisfaction  by  an  humble 
acknowledging  of  his  sinne,  &c,  itt  was  ordered,  that  the  secretary 
should  within  one  month,  give  warrant  to  the  marshall  to  levy  on  the 
goods  of  M'  .Mathewes  the  some  of  tenn  pounds,  as  his  fine,  according 
to  the  order  of  this  Courte.** 

In  June,  as  appointed,  the  committee,  composed  of  leading 
men  —  "  shining  lights  "  and  "  godly  timber,"  —  in  the  Colony, 
convened  "  at  the  Shipp  in  Boston,"  that  tavern  at  the  corner 
of  Ann  and  Clark  streets,  which,  afterwards  known  as  Xoah's 
Ark,  was  destined  to  outlive  the  Colony  and  the  Province,  to 
see  two  revolutions  and  the  downfall  of  many  shams  and  super- 
stitions, and  to  remain  until  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  before  it  should  be  "  improved  "  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  If  the  spirits  of  old  houses  remain,  that  of  "the  Ship  in 
Ann  street "  must  be  a  rare  and  wise  old  ghost. 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Matthews  presented  his  defence  in  a  docu- 
ment which  is  noteworthy  for  its  chirography  if  for  nothing  else.'^ 

^  Mass.  Colony  Records,  \\.  (x),^-^.  ^'  Mass.  Archives,  x.  77.     On  this 
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thorne  &  1  ho  Lynd :  we  Affirme  those  Answers  are  tlie  Substance  off 
what  was  Publiqly  Deliveted  by  him  and  are  the  troth  &  nothing  but 
the  troth. 


The  examination  was  satisfactory  to  the  Court,  inasmuch  as 
the  answers  of  the  ncciiscd  were  found  to  be  "  vnsafc "  and 
"  offensive  "  in  point  of  doctrine  and  gave  grounds  for  a  further 
and  more  comprehensive  examination;  and  the  record  proceeds, 
giving  what  may  be  called,  in  the  language  of  those  days,  his 
presentment  as  follows :  — 

After  a  full  hearing  &  examining  the  same,  the  Courte  declared, 
that,  whereas  M'  Marmaduke  Mathewes  hath,  forawrly  and  latterly, 
given  offence  to  magistrates  and  elders,  and  many  bretheren  in  some 

vnsrife,  if  not  vnsonnd  expressions  in  his  publicke  tcichini^s,  an  !  as  it 
halh  biuii  iitamrcbted  to  tiiis  Courte,  hath  not  yeU  given  n  a!-.hictiau  to 
those  magistrates  and  elders  that  were  appointed  to  receave  sattisfaction 
from  him,  since  which  tjme  there  have  binn  deliuered  in  his  publicke 
ministry  other  vnsafe  and  offensive  expressions  by  him,  whereby  both 
magis**,  ministers  and  churches  were  occasioned  to  write  to  the  church 
of  Mnlflen  to  advise  ihrtn  not  to  proceed  to  the  ordinntion  of  M'  ^Tath- 
ewes,  which  offences  taken  agaujst  hiin  were  also  made  knowne  to  the 
sajd  Mathewes,  yett,  contrary  to  all  advice,  and  the  rule  of  Gods 
word,  as  also  the  peace  of  the  churches,  the  church  of  Maiden  hath 
proceeded  to  the  ordination  of  M'  Mathewes,  —  this  Courte,  therefore, 
taking  into  consideration  the  premisses  and  the  daingerous  conse- 
qnences  and  effects  thnt  may  follow  such  prorecdings,  rloth  order, 
that  both  the  former  and  latter  offences  touchmg  dociijn  ill  points  be 
first  duely  consi<lcrcd  by  M'  SJmon  Bradstreete,  M'  Sjmons,  Capi  W" 
Hauthorne,  Capt  Edward  Johnson,  M*  John  Glouer,  Capt  Eleazer 
Lusher,  Capt  Daniell  Gookin,  M'  Richard  Browne,  and  Capt  Humphry 
Atherton,  on  tlie  eleventh  of  Jime  next,  at  the  Shipj)  in  Boston ;  and 
in  case  of  ilifficiilty  the  committee  hath  liberty  to  call  in  for  hcipe  and 
advise  from  such  of  the  reuerend  elders  as  they  shall  judge  meete,  and 
make  retoume  of  their  offence  against  him,  or  sattisfaction  from  him  be 
Rtoumed  to  this  Court  at  the  next  session  thereof.** 

"*  Mast,  Archivts,  x,  7S.  *  Ma$s.  C«l»ay  Rttordt^  iv.  (1),  4a. 


16.3.  mo, 
1651 


Edward  CARSiwmw 
JoHV  Vfp.vwe 
J  oh  '*  Wavtf. 
Thomas  Sqiirk 
Abraham  Hill 


Deposed  ihc  77  *  of  the 

3''  m'.  163  J  /')  these 
J p'son<i  hi'fi'ie  me 


Jncklask 
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divisions  as  the  other ;  and  there  is  visible  the  same  intent  to 

explain  and  make  clear  rather  than  to  retract   What  passed 

during  the  examination  of  this  answer  and  its  audior  there 

is  no  present  means  of  knowing.  On  the  seventeenth  day  of 

the  month  Mr.  Matthews  laid  before  the  committee,  as  his 

"  last  deliberate  answer/'  another  paper  containing  replies  to 

five  of  the  charges  which  seem  to  have  been  retained  as  most 

material  to  the  case.  This  document  has  never  been  printed. 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  more  interest  to  the  antiquary  than  to- 

the  general  reader;  but  it  is  of  importance  as  containing  that 

which  was  considered  as  final  by  both  parties. 

Toy  I  thargt  lure  meniwned, 

J  doe  beleeve  &  profess  y*  all  sins  of  all  persons  both  vnder  y*  law  & 
vnder    gpspell  are  to  be  reproved  both  in  vnbeleevers  &  others 

And  if  any  words  att  any  tyme  in  an}  place  among  any  persons  have 

falne  from  my  lipps  or  penne  wch  in  iiidgment  of  any  seeme  to- 
sound  otherwise,  J  doe  not  owne  them  as  my  iudgment 

Til  V  2  char^<^  hdcre 

Jf  Y  workes  of  y*^^  law  could  be  jKTforraeti  according  to  y*  true  meaning 
of  y'  law,  they  would  not  be  damning  evUls,  but  wayes  of  life ;  but  y' 
contempt  or  dependance  of  or  vppon  y*  workes  of  law  or  of  y*  gos- 
pell  for  Justification  J  doe  beleeve  are  to  be  accounted  damning  evills. 
if  any  woids  of  myne  sound  otherwise,  J  approve  them  not 

f^ys  charge,  tontermng  Itvei^y  ^gsy  an  iny  wrU 

when  J  sayd  y'  there  is  noe  loue  due  to  'f  things  of  y*  world,  J  spake 
from  y*  words  of  John  i  Jo.  2.  15.  Where  J  conceave  y'  spirit  of  god 
doth  menne  the  honours  pleasures  h  profitts  of  y'  world  &  y'  he  doth 
noe  where  forbydd  any  to  love  persons  according  to  y*  relations  wherein 
they  may  stand  to  them  eyther  coniugaU,  parentall,  filiall  iratemall  or 
christian. 

Toy  4  charge  heere  menHoncd 

The  Apostle  sayth  y*  noe  other  foundation  canne  any  man  lay  than-. 

Jesus  christ  (that  is  to  say  for  iustification  or  Salvation)  i  cor:  3  :  11. 
And  as  for  ^  Scriptures.  J  acknowledge  noe  X'  but  such  a  one  as  is 
revealed  in  the  scriptures. 

And  as  for  beleeving  vnto  Justification  J  aclmowledge  noe  other  faith 
(in  men  of  yeares)  than  such  as  lesteth  cm  X*  declared  in  a  word  of' 
grace  by  y*  scriptures. 

when  wf-  t^-mK  y  y*  churches  are  hMilt  nnpon  y*  foundations  of  y'  proph- 
ets &  Apostles  J  doe  conceave  (vnder  favour)  y*  they  are  caild  foun- 
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dations  in  y*  they  layd  christ  for  y*  foundation  if  any  word  of  myne 
m.ny  seeme  to  sound  Otherwise  J  would  be  vnderstood  according  to 

these  expres-iions 

To  y  last  charge,  €omurmng  variety  of  ri^iieousms 

when  J  sayd  y'  saints  have  more  variety  of  righteousnesses  than  X»  hath 
I  was  in  c.\j)licution  of  word  in  esay  45.  24  wch  in  y*  originall  is  in 
plurall  number  rightcuusnesi.es,  surely  Jn  y'-  Lord  have  J  righteous- 
nesses &  Strength ;  not  y'  they  have  nu»e  variety  of  rigbteousnes  than 
he  hath  to  give:  but  becaase  they  have  fix>m  him  beside  inherent 
righteousness  &  morall  righteousness,  imputative  righteousness  alsoe 
wch  he  needed  not  for  himself 
Such  are  y°  conceptions  &  coufessioos  of 

Marmaoukb  Matthewes. 

On  the  back  of  this  "  deliberate  answer"  is  endorsed  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Boston.  1 7'!'  4""  m  1 65 1 . 
Upon  serious  consideration  of  the  charges  brought  against  M'  Math- 
ewes  togeather  w'""  the  answers  to  them  by  himseite  g)'\'en,  as  also 
upon  conference  w'-'  himselfe  concerning  the  :>ame.  Wee  the  Comittce 
yet  remayne  much  unsatisfyed,  fynding  seuall  pticul's  weake,  unsafe  & 
unsound*  &  not  retracted  by  him  some  whereof  are  conteyned  in  this 
pap  w*^  his  last  deUberate  answer  thereunto. 

Si>;.)N  Br.\dstreet,  W  Hathorne, 

KiciiAkD  IJkoWN,  Etnv:  J(iHN»iN, 

Jqiin  Glouer,  hLiJiiiuK  Lusher, 

HUMPHRAY  AtHARTON. 

Being  by  p'vidence  absent  when  the  Comittee  examined  m'  mathews 
case  being  p'sonally  p'sent  before  them  J  cannot  speake  but  onely  to 

what  appcarelh  by  the  writings  And  having  w"'  the  comittee  p'vsed 
them  J  Doe  fuUy  agree  w"*  what  they  have  returned  to  the  Court 

Samuel  Svmonds.*^ 

So  the  committee,  having  heard  and  considered  the  replies  of 
the  heretical  preacher,  found  themselves,  in  the  end,  where  they 
bad  begun ;  and  Mr.  Matthews  was  neither  justified  nor  silenced. 
In  the  meantime  the  case  had  begun  to  assume  that  dual 
aspect  which  has  deluded  antiquaries;  for  the  Court  had 
ordered,  in  May,  as  follows :  — 

^  Mass,  AreAwest  ccxU.  18^ 
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And  touching  the  cbuich  of  Maiden  for  offence  in  ordajmng  him, 
(notwithstanding  all  adirice  formerly,)  itt  is  ordered^  that  Uiey  answer 
their  offence  the  next  sessions  of  this  Courte.^ 

Here  are  now  two  tiistinct  cases  moving  together  awhile  as 
one.  The  one  is  an  offence  of  "  weake  and  vnsafc  expressions," 
or  an  assertion  of  individual  thought  and  speech;  the  other  is  a 
contempt  of  authority,  or  an  assertion  of  the  freedom  of  the 
Church  against  a  usurping  power. 

It  may  be  assumed  without  direct  proof  that  the  magistrates 
and  deputies  were  far  from  being  satisfied  with  the  report  of  the 
committee*  Nor  could  tliey  have  been  more  pleased  with  the 
outcome  of  the  fine  of  ten  pounds,  which  they  laid  upon  Mr. 
Matthews  for  allowing  himself  to  be  ordained ;  for  the  afflicted 
minister  was  as  poor  in  worldly  goods  as  he  was  rich  in  grace, 
and  the  marshal  found  no  available  property.  The  Court  was 
obliged  to  order  that "  the  execution  thereof  shalbe  respited  till 
other  goodes  appeare  besides  bookes."** 

At  the  October  session  a  day  was  assigned  for  the  consider- 
ation of  "  M'  Mathewes  his  offence  retourned  by  the  committee, 
as  also  the  offence  of  the  church  of  Maiden ; "  and  notice  was 
given  to  the  offending  parties. 

Att  the  lime  ajipointed,  M'  Marmaduke  Mathewes  appcard  :  5;o  did 
^^'  Joseph  Hills,  Kdward  Carrington,  and  John  W  aite,  w'  scuLrall 
others  of  the  church  of  Maiden,  &  on  the  churches  behaife  appeared  to 
answer  their  o0ence,  &c,  according  to  the  order  of  the  last  Getmeratl 
Courte.« 

In  behalf  of  Mr.  Matthews,  whose  case  first  received  attention, 
a  petition  was  presented,  which  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of 
the  many  which  relate  to  the  history  of  the  town.  It  is  espe- 
cially valuable  in  this  case  as  showing  the  esteem  in  which  the 
Maiden  minister  was  held  by  his  congregation ;  but  it  is  more 
noteworthy  because  it  bears  the  names  of  thirty-six  of  the  wives 
and  mothers  of  that  early  day  and  is  the  first  known  petition  of 
Maiden  women. 

MMt.CQl9«yRtc9rdst  'vt,\\),^\       ♦*  Ibid., Ui.  257.       «*  Ibid.,  iv.  ( i ),  7a 
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To  Ihf  JloHO  d  Court 

The  petition  of  Many  jnhabiUDts  of  Maldon  &  Cbarlstowne  on  Mes- 
tickside  Humblie  shewcth 

That  y*  Allmighty  God  in  great  nMsrcie  to  ou'  souls  as  we  trust  hath 
Afller  many  prayers  JndeavO^  &  long  Wayting  Brought  m'  Mathewa 

Among  vs  &  putt  him  into  the  worke  of  the  Ministrie.  By  whose  pious 
hfe  &  l.ibo's  the  lord  hath  Afforded  vs  Many  Saving  Convictions  direc- 
tions ami  Consolations  whose  Continuance  in  y'  Serv  ice  of  christ  if  it 
were  y'  good  pleasu'  of  god  wee  much  desy',  And  it  is  ou'  humble 
Request  to  this  Hono'd  Court  y'  you  would  please  to  pass  by  Some  per- 
sonal! &  perticul'  ffaylings  (which  may  as  we  humbly  conseane  be  yo' 
Glory  &  no  greife  of  heart  to  you  in  t\  nie  to  come  )  And  to  p'niitt  him 
to  Jiiiploy  thos  tallents  god  C.o.  l  liath  ffurnishd  him  w"*  all.  so  Shall  we 
yo'  humble  petion**  W'  many  others  be  itouod  to  pray  &c. 
38.  8.  51 


M**.^  Skrcf.an't 
Joan  Sprague 
Janb  Learned 
Eliz.  Carkington 
Bridget  Squire 
Mary  Wavte 
Sarah  Hii^ 
An:  Bihble 
£li2.  Green 
wio:  Blancher 
£UZ.  AODAMS 


Sarah  IJitknam 
Thanksloru  Shepf^d 
ffran.  Cooke 
Eliz.  Knuhek 

BKIDfiF.T  DkXTEK 

LvuA  Greenland 
Mar6"t  Pem^xon 
Han.  VVhittahORE 
Eliz.  Gkken 
Mary  Rost 
Eliz.  Grover 
Han.  Barret 


Eliz.  Mirrable 
Sarah  Osburn 
An  hett 
Mary  Pratt 
Eliz.  Crkf.n 
Joan  Chadwick 
Marg*t  Green 

Hl  I  LKN  LL'DDINGTOK 

Susan  Wilkinson 
JoANA  Call 
Rachel  Attwood 
Marg^  Wni.niNG 
Rebec:  Hills 


The  magistrates  conceaue  the  answer  to  this  petition  wilbe  the 
result  of  the  Magistrates  &  deputies  agreem'  of  M'  Mathewes 
censure : 

Edward  Rawson  Seet^ 

The  depul  consent  &  agree  hereto 

William  Torrev  Cleric  ^ 

At  the  same  time,  a  letter  was  given  to  the  Court,  which 
seems  to  have  been  written  for  the  purpose  by  some  other  than 
Mr.  Matthews,  for  the  signature  only  is  his.  It  is  submissive 
and  humble,  and  shows  that  the  accused  had  lost  some  part  of 
his  original  independence,  or  that  he  had  become  wearied  in 
the  contest  and  had  submitted  to  the  advice  of  more  tractable 
friends. 
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To  the  IJono'ii  Court 

Marmaduke  Mathews  Humblie  sheweth  That  through  mercie  J  am  in 
some  measure  sensible  of  my  t  hreat  Jnsiifficicnric  to  declare  the  coim- 
sell  ot  God  vnio  his  people  ^as  J  ougiu  to  doe;  And  how  (through  the 
darkness  &  Jgnoranc  that  is  in  tnee)  J  am  verie  Apt  to  ictt  (fall  some 
expressions  are  weake  &  Jnconvenient ;  &  J  doe  Acknowledge  y'  in 
severall  of  those  expressions  rcfTered  to  the  examination  of  the  Hon'd 
(  omittee,  J  might  (had  the  lord  seen  it  so  good)  haue  expressed  & 
deliu'd  my  selfe  in  Termes  more  free  ffrom  exception.  And  it  is  my 
Uesyre  (tiie  lord  streugUining)  as  much  as  in  me  lycth  to  Avoyd  all 
appearances  of  eaill  therin  fior  Tyme  to  Come,  as  in  all  other  respects 
whatsoeur,  w*h  y*  J  may  doe,  J  hambly  desyrc  yo^  hearty  prayers  to 
God  ffor  me,  &  in  sp<  (  ialt  that  J  may  take  heed  to  the  Ministrie  com* 
itted  to  me  y'  J  may  fiulfill  it  to  the  prays  of  God  &  p'ffitt  of  his  people* 
28:  8.  165 1  yo*  Humble  S'vant  in  long 

Service  of  christ 
Makjuaouke  Mattmewes.^ 

The  petition  of  the  women  of  Maiden  or  the  "  bumble  shew« 
ing"  of  Mr.  Matthews  —  perhaps  both  —  so  influenced  the  aus- 
tere minds  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court  that,  judging 
that  **  it  doeth  stand  w*^  wtsdome  to  haue  the  Churches  to  act 
before  themselues,"  they  concluded  to  end»  as  they  should  have 
begun,  by  referring  the  matter  to  the  ecclesiastical  authorities. 
They,  therefore,  thought  meet  to 

appoint  the  Church  of  Maldon  speedilie  to  consider  of  the  erro's 
M'  Mathewes  stands  charged  w"*  in  Court,  and  in  case  vpon  the 
Churches  dealing  w"*  him  hee  doeth  acknowledge  his  errors  &  vnsafe 
expressions  giae  satisfaction  vnder  his  hand,  so  as  the  Secietarie 
being  certified  thereof,  doe  acquaint  the  Counsell  therew^  li^m  six 
weekes  the  matter  at  present  may  so  rest.  Else  the  Secretarie  shall 
gitie  nntire  unlo  the  (^httrrhc;  of  rambrir|c:e,  Charlestowne  I  \'n  iV 
Redding  to  semi  their  messengers  m  way  of  counsell  &  advice  vnto  the 
Church  of  Maldon  &  not  excluding  any  other  Churches  w"*  them  to 
debate  the  doctrines  there  deliuered  by  M'  Mathewes  now  in  question 
That  by  this  meanes  the  tnieth  may  the  better  appeare.  And  that  they 
prosecute  the  same  to  effect  according  to  the  rule  of  Christ,  ffor  the 
Conviction  of  the  said  M'  Mathewes  &  helpefulnes  of  the  Church  of 
maldon.** 

**  Mas$,  Arthivttt  cc^i.  185.  *  lUd.,  s.  79k 
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Th«re  was  v-aic  little  ^'^czir/  c«re.  ::r  the  d€=.>crasc 
deputies  were  d::^.?«c  to  withhsli  iheircjisest  t:>  this  s:«as- 
ur«;  but  it       iisally  v>i«  &y  the  wb:!*  C:-rt  :a  cc^lsre&ce. 

So  Mr.  Matth*'*^.  being  fjrsti  o-.-er  to  the  cs'r  asthrri^* 
wh:ch  ought  wer  to  have  considered  his  "  c5s=ces,''  the  ch-rca 
of  MaHen,  at'/od  :a  the  way  of  ;-ji~n:est.  Thst  church,  far 
from  submittir.^,  appeared  before  the  Ccurt,  as  already  has  beea 
seen,  in  the  persons  of  three  of  its  osost  pr^aaincnt  men.  Joseph 
HitU,  then  a  deputy  and  four  years  bef:>re  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  Edward  Carrington.  and  John  Wa>te.  Iney  gave  in 
writing  an  answer  to  the  charge  against  them,  dated  October 
26;  and,  some  dissatisfaction  having  been  expressed,  Joseph 
Hills  presented  a  second  and  additional  ansu'er,  dated  five  da}^ 
later*  In  these  papers  may  be  found  a  statement  of  the  early 
condition  of  the  Maiden  church,  its  troubles  in  finding  a  pastor, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Matthews  was  settled. 
They  are  strong  and  earnest  picas  for  the  right  of  free  aaion  in 
the  election  and  ordination  of  church  orncer?.  asking  considera- 
tion both  from  moral  and  legal  points.  Tl  :y  seek  rather  to 
justify  than  to  excuse  their  authors;  and  they  assert  in  plain 
terms  the  libert>'  of  the  churches  and  the  absence  of  any  "law 
of  Christ  or  the  Countrie  "  to  the  contrary. 

Tht  Church  of  Afaldon  Jn  Atuw''  to  the  o fence  l>\  the  Mono' 
dill  Courl  char^eJ  rpon  them   in  Ordiijning  nV  Mathews  Notwith- 
standing all  advice  which  we  acknowledge  was  of  some  of  the  Hono'd 
Magiatrais  <Si:  two  of  the  neigbo'  churches,  namely  Roxbury  &  charb- 
tow  desyre  faamblie  to  Express  themselves  as  Ibtloweth 

£^rst.  tliat  the  other  vnsafe  &  offensive  expressions  recited  in  the 
beginning  of  the  tndcr  to  be  deliu'd  in  his  public  ministty  at  Maldon, 
were  not  b<  fore  the  ordination  so  much  as  Charged  vj)pon  him  by  the 
Court.  &  so  It  was  (vnder  ffavour)  as  we  ronrriiie  onelv  the  busines  at 
hull  on  which  all  advice  was  grounded  tor  which  olicnces  he  had  bis 
sentence  &  ffulfild  it  &  so  stood  clears  in  law  [To  the  punishm*. 

2.  we  humbly  tender  to  Consideration  of  the  Hono'd  Court 
whether  we  should  not  hane  been  dealt  &  p'ceeded  with  in  a  Clmn  h 
way  in  f  ivf>  we  had  swervL-d  ffrrim  nny  Rule  of  X'  or  been  SO  Apprhended 
fTor  wc  buiii  owne  i\r  Honour  Church  C  omtmion. 

wc  also  putt  the  ciiurclies  y'  wrote  to  vs  to  fforbeare  ordination,  to  dis- 
cover to  vs  Any  sin  either  in  m'  Mathews  or  the  Church  which  might 
be  a  ground  of  flbrhea'g  but  they  Justanced  none 
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3.  we  hurablie  present  to  consideration  f  we  wrote  &  sent  to 
Roxburie  Church  before  wee  proceeded.  »ince  which  we  heard  no  mor« 
ffrotn  them,  also  we  sent  to  Charktow  Church  beffore  ordination  & 

since  &  theire  last  lo  vs  was  (for  a  brothrly  conference  to  which  we 
jssentfd  tV  expected  them  to  call  on  it.  And  h.nl  fliusL'  C^hi.rches  con- 
ceived sin  in  o'  i/c  tetUngs  their  way  was  open  &  our  Church  readie  to 
Attend  conviction  therin. 

4.  be  pleased  to  Consider  what  those  hono'd  Magistrals  wrote  to  vs, 
&  what  our  Adresses  were  to  them  &  eurie  [one]  of  them  before  or- 
dination ffrom  whom  we  received  no  returne  saue  only  from  Nowel 

5.  Wee  p'fft'ss  it  w3t<  a  greife  of  heart  to  vs.  it  is,  that  we  should 
seeiii  lu  wave  or  vnd  vahie  the  advice  of  any  Magistrate  or  (  hvirch,  but 
considering  the  libertys  of  the  Churches  alowe  Ijy  law  to  c;huse  their 
owne  officers,  &  Apprehemliog  him  to  be  both  pious  able  &  orthodox 
as  the  law  provides  we  p*^ceeded. 

Lastly  wee  humbly  pleail  to  the  words  of  the  Charge  which  are 
(Ami  touching  the  Ch  irch  of  M  ildoti  lier  c)frence  in  ordayning  him 
Notwithstanding;  all  Advice  form'iy  Jtt  is  ordered  that  they  Ausw'  their 
«iffence  the  next  sessions  of  this  Court) 

Our  plea  is  that  we  know  no  law  of  X*  or  the  Countrie  that  binds  Any 
Chun^  of  Christ  not  to  ordayne  their  owne  officers  without  Advice  of 
Magistrats,  &  churches.    W  ee  frely  Acknowledge  OU'selues  Jngaged  to 

any  that  in  lone  afford  Any  advice  vnto  v?-.  Imt  we  ronrprme  a  Church 
is  not  bound  to  such  Advice  ffarihcr  than  goii  cointn<ls  it  to  their 
vnd'standing  &  conscience.  And  if  a  Church  Act  contrary  to  such 
advice  wee  see  not  how  or  by  what  Rule  they  are  Bound  to  take  offence 
against  A  Church  of  Christ  in  y*  respect  namly  flbr  not  Attending 
y'  advice,'  or  y'  a  Church  of  christ  so  doeing  sliould  be  concluded 
offendors  in  any  Court  of  Justice  so  p'sent  '.  our  Irnvs  allow  enrie 
Church  ffree  iibertie  of  all  the  ordinances  of  god  accor  img  to  the  n;le 
of  the  scriptur,  Eccl  Sect  3.  4.  C.  &  pcrticular  ffree  liberiie  of  elleciion 
ft  ordination  of  all  their  officers  ffiom  tyme  to  tyme  p'vided  they  be 
pious  able  &  orthodox*  And  y'  no  Jnjunction  shall  be  put  vpon  Any 
Church  officer  or  member  in  point  of  doctrine  or  discipline  whether  ffi>r 
substance  or  rirrnmst  mce  besides  the  Jnstitutions  of  the  lord. 

Thus  to  our  abiliitie  with  hearty  desyre  of  satisfaction,  hauing  given 
our  humble  .Apprehensions  ffor  our  p'ceedings  in  the  ordination 
affon^  (vnwilling  to  occassion  more  trouble,)  we  shall  Add  no  more, 
onely  on'  humble  Acknowledgem*  y*  wee  haue  not  walked  so  safely  so 
pnidently  so  Jnoffensively  in  y''  |)oint  of  ordination  as  wee  might  haue 
done,  h  hnd  (lu-  Order  Title  eccles.  8.  12.  ffor  EMers  brefn  meeting 
to  discuss  points  of  doc'"  &  dissipline  been  attended  the  breach  mit^-ht 
haue  been  he;iled  &  this  troubl  p'vented.  wee  humblie  Reffer  our  selues 
And  answers  to  yo^  most  wise  9t  godly  consideration  as  the  lord  shall 
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direct  ffor  the  glory  of  Christ  and  good  of  his  poor  Church  &  TotRrne  of 

Ml!  don 

26.  8.  1 65 1.  y  humble  seruants 

Jos:  Hills  :  ^  .  , 
Ed:Car«*cion.['"-7;7:^/ 
JoM"WAirfE  )/'>i'''^>** 

To  the  Hon'd  Court 
Vnd'standing  that  the  answ'  of  the  Ch'ch  of  Maldon  in  reference  to 
their  OrdinatioD  of  m'  Mathew*  is  not  satisfactory  on  the  behalf  of  the 
Ch'ch  of  Maldon  Joseph  Hills  humbly  craueth  that  this  Hon'd  Court» 
will  please  as  an  Addition  to  our  former  Acknowledgment  to  consider 
the  many  motions  Jndeauours  htiinbl  Ad'lresses  of  the  s;iyd  Church 
to  diuers  Orthodox  App'ued  men  before  we  moued  or  had  thought  of 
m'  Ma'  for  beside  our  request  at  liie  first  to  Charlst':  Ch*".  to  help  us  ia 
p^curing  one  we  gaue  Solemn  Jnuitation  to  theis  vnd'written. 
m'  Miller  then  at  Rowle 

TO'  Rlinman  wherby  it  may  ^^i<lenlly 

m'  J';  Wilson  app'   we    aflfert    not  nny 

m'  Samuel  Mader  thmg  tending   to  di.'>lurb 

m'  Ezekiel  Cheeucr  or  distast.  Either  M;igist' 

Lyon  Eld'  or  Ch'ch  of  Christ  ther- 

for  one  of  Watft"  officers  in  &  so  the  necessitie  of 

one  of  Chnrls  Ch*  officers  the  Ch'ch  to  attend  y"  guid* 

m'  John  Brock  ence  of  God  for  supply  as 

they  could. 

2  the  Ch'ch  of  Maldon  app'hende«l  themselues  to  haue  manifest 
wrong  about  m'  John  Wilson  &  in  speciall  by  Roxburie  w**"  we  shotd 
not  haue  mentioned,  onely  to  manifest,  our  non  acting  w**  m*  Ma.  hatt 

we  not  by  their  means  been  bereaued  of  m'  J'  Wilson 

3  be  plcnsed  to  ronsid'  thnt  we  were  denyed  y'  ordiivmce  of  Riptism 
at  a  neighbour  Cii'ch  before  the  admse  about  ( )r(iiii:ition,  although  it 
was  desired  in  the  name  of  the  Church  (ic  so  signified  in  writing)  as 
the  Platform  of  discipline  doth  direct. 

I-astly  be  pleased  to  oonsd'  that,  that  w*  came  from  the  Hon'd 

Magist*.  &  Churches  of  Chailst?.  &  Roxbury  was  onely  in  way  of  advice 

&  had  we  sind  ag'  the  ch'ches,  we  npplu  nd  &  allso  Exspected  them 
to  follow  the  rules  of  Discipline  warranted  by  Gods  word  &  described 
in  the  Plattforme  in  such  a  case 

and  had  we  vnd'stood  y*  Hon'd  Magist.  that  wrote  to  us  had  intended 
other  or  more  in  their  1"  to  us,  then  matters  of  aduice,  we  shold  haue 
demurred  &  disposed  o*  selues  otherwise  &  not  haue  Exposed  ourselues 
to  so  much  displeasure  as  we  haue  incurred  from  such  p'sons  & 

**  Matt.  Animetf  a.  31. 
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Relations,  wiium  we  so  much  honour  &  acknonriedge  ourselucs  so 
tmucendeiitly  vnder  God  Jngaged  vnto  for  that  pious  &  peaceable 
Gou'nmenty  w**  by  their  means  we  haue  Jnioyed  for  so  long  a  time  & 
hope  farther  to  Jnioy  if  the  lord  will. 

31*  8*  (51)  V*  Uumbl  seruant 

Jos;  Hills:" 

Under  the  circumstances  there  could  have  been  but  one 
reply  to  the  justiAcation  contained  in  these  papers,  and  that  the 
Court  was  ready  enough  to  give.  Nine  of  the  troublesome 
deputies,  eight  of  whom,  including  William  Hathorne  of  the 
committee  and  John  Leverett,  were  found  among  the  former 

contradicentes,"  dissented  from  the  action  of' the  Court,  and 
Richard  Bellingham,  the  depu^-govemor,  joined  with  them 
from  die  magistrates ;  but  the  efforts  of  so  small  a  minority 
resulted  only  in  their  names  being  written  in  the  margin  of  the 
record  for  honor  or  disgrace  as  posterity  may  agree.*'  The 
Court  declared  that  they  "  hauinge  p'vsed  an  answer  of  the 
church  of  Maldon,  touchinge  those  thinges  wherein  they  had 
giuen  oflTence,  are  not  satisfied  therewith,'*  and  fined  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  filfy  pounds,  to  ensure  the  payment  of  which 
it  was  levied  on  the  estates  of  Joseph  MillSf  Edward  Carrington, 
and  John  Wayte,^  who  began  to  find  that  to  stand  before  the 
Great  and  General  Court  as  the  representatives  of  a  contuma- 
cious church  implied  something  more  than  distinction.  They 
were  empowered  to  "  make  proportion  of  the  sajd  some  on  the 
rest  of  the  members  of  the  church,"  excepting,  however,  "  any 
person  that  hath  c^ivcu  this  Courte  sattisfactjon,  and  that  con- 
sented not  to  Mathewes  ordjnatjon."*^  This  exception 
reduced  the  number  of  those  who  were  to  bear  the  material 
burden  of  the  Court's  displeasure  to  "  ten  or  eleven  brethren." 

There  must  have  been  both  chagrin  and  grief,  ami  a  touch  of 
wrath,  in  the  little  church  at  Bell  Rock  that  winter,  l  licre  are 
indicnttnns  that  Mr.  Mattliews  continued  to  preach,  {jrobably 
with  more  circumspection  while  a  ftne  and  the  displeasure  of 
the  Colony  were  still  hanging  over  him.    In  the  meantime,  as 

»  M<U9.  Ankhtt^  a.  tek  "  Mau.  Cdmtf  Rettrdt^  iii.  151*. 

n  Ibid.,  3a.  Ibid.  iv.  (0,71- 
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ordered  by  the  authorities,  the  church  made  a  show  of  dcalinjj 
with  hirn,  with  perhaps  more  of  apparent  than  real  zeal.  Mean- 
while, also,  the  members  of  the  church  showed  how  their 
inclinations  turned  by  Cjivin^  their  oftentling  brother,  Thomas 
Lynde.  what  was  not  inaptly  termed  in  Maiden  in  later  day-,  "a 
church  hauliiv^ ;  "  and  rci^ardlos  of  the  "tenderness  and  cau- 
tion" witii  which  he  was  said  to  ha\'e  !_;iveii  his  te-,tiimjny,  they 
proceeded  so  far  thai  excommuiiicalion  seemed  liicely  to  follow 
censure/'' 

But  the  civil  authority  interposed  at  this  juncture.  At  a 
session  of  the  Council,  held  at  Boston,  March  4,  165 'j,  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs  at  Maiden  and  the  immediate 
danger  of  the  government's  witness  were  made  known  ;  and  in 
consonance  with  the  earnest  request  of  Thomas  Lynde,  a  letter 
was  written  to  the  "  Christian  freinds  &  bretheren  "  at  Maiden. 
At  the  same  time  the  matter  of  dealing  with  Mr.  Matthews,  in 
which  the  church  had  failed,  was  considered  and  referred  to  a 
council  of  neighboring  churches,  as  had  been  ordered  by  the 
General  Court  in  October.  The  record  is  worthy  of  perusal  as 
showing  how  completely  the  civil  power  had  usurped  authority 
in  ecclesiastical  matters  at  that  time.  The  disclaimer,  which  is 
printed  in  italics,  is  strangely  at  variance  with  the  actual  state  of 
things*  and  may  have  been  the  sugar-coating  which  the  magis- 
trates thought  might  render  the  pill  less  bitter  to  the  palates  of 
the  Maiden  brethren. 


M  Tb«  innkeeper,  John  Hathome, 
appears  to  have  received  hb  due  meas- 
ure of  the  indignation  of  the  Inli.ibi 
tants.  The  selectman,  with  Kichard 
Adams,  constable,  preferred  a  request 
for  Thomas  Skinner  to  keep  an  ordi- 
nary ur  ina;  t'ut  ilic  General  Court 
s<K>n  after  passed  following  vote: 
"(1651 :  23  May.]  In  ans'  to  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Hawthorne,  this  Court 
judgeth  it  meete  to  encourage  and  ap- 
potnte  him,  the  sajd  John  Hawtbomei 
tr>  goo  on  and  keepe  the  ordjnary  at 
Maiden."  Masi.  Ci'u'ny  AV.v»,/.f,  i\ .  (l), 
47;  He  was  under  the  protection  of 
the  Court  just  then;  but  although  that 
authority  might  "encourage  and.  ap- 


pointe,"  it  could  not  force  an  unwilling 
public  to  visit  his  house.   As  a  natural 

coii^L(jiK-iu  1-,  !n-  tt-moved  the  next  year 
to  the  neighboring  settlement  of  Lynn, 
where  he  succeeded  Joseph  Armitage, 
and  committed  the  forgery  which  iie 
confessed.  The  people  of  Maiden  had 
their  will  in  this  case,  if  not  in  that  of 
Thomas  Lynde;  fur  the  following  was 
soon  passed:  "[1652:  26  May.)  In 
ansr  to  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Maiden,  tlie  Courte  doth  graunt  lib- 
ertje  and  licence  to  Thomas  Sicinner  to 
keepe  an  ordinary  there,  in  ihc  ie«ome 
and  stead  of  John  Hawthorne,  who  was 
formerly  licensed  tltere.^  Matt,  Ctl«tiy 
ttecordtt  Iv.  (l),  89. 
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AU  a  CounciU  held  At  Boston  ^  marcA  1631 : 

A  lette*  being  p'sented  &  Comunicated  to  the  Connsell  by  the  sec- 
retaiy  that  was  directed  to  him  from  m'  Joseph  Hills  signifying  the 
sattisfaction  which  the  church  of  Maiden  had  receaved  from  m'  marma- 

duke  mathcwc;  in  relation  to  an  onler  of  the  Inst  session  of  iIr-  (»enerall 
Cotirte  the  Counsell  not  taking  satisfaction  therein  did  order  as  fot> 
loweth. 

Whereas  Jtt  was  oidered  by  the  Generall  Courte  in  the  last  session 
thereof  in  Octob^  last,  m'  mathewes  having  formerly  bene  dealt  withall 

for  publishing  divers  crronjous  vnsound  &  vnsafe  opinions  &  being 
called  to  give  sattisfiiction  tn  the  Courte  fi>r  the  sajd  Errors,  which  he 
did  not  .\rrordincr1v  doe,  the  Courte  therefore  did  thinkc  nieete  to 
Api>oinie  SJu-ii  jviiinus  tlu  order  of  the  Coitrt  whtck  has  been  already 
given.'\  That  by  thin  meanes  the  traeth  may  the  better  Appeare :  since 
which  tiie  church  of  maulden  have  sent  their  retoume  of  the  li'mtsses 
t<^tber  with  something  written  with  m'  mathewes  name  to  it  but  not 
a<:  wee  are  credibly  Jnformod  signed  with  m'  matliewes  ownr  h.ind  the 
Copte  whereof  is  heerewilh  sent  you  ;  Jn  all  which  wee  are  not  s  itti'-fied 
m'  mathewes  not  expressing  any  sorrow  for  his  opinions  nor  promismg 
for  time  to  come  to  forbeare  such  vnsafe  &  vnsound  expressions  and 
therefore  according  to  the  order  of  the  generatl  Courte  aforesaid  This 
Courte  does  Ortler  that  the  Secretary  shall  give  notice  to  the  churches 
of  Cnmhridge  Charles  Town e  l  ynnc  rind  Redilinir  to  sernl  their  mes- 
sengers in  way  of  Cnnnseil  ami  Advice  to  the  church  of  maiden  as  afore- 
sajd  not  excluding  any  oilier  churches  for  the  ends  afore  specifjed. 
Desiring  them  to  deale  effectually  therein  betweene  this  &  the  nex' 
<ieneran  Courte  &  to  send  in  a  retoume  to  the  sajd  Courte  what  effect 
their  Advice  doth  lake  &  what  sattisfaction  they  doe  recea\  e. 

The  Counsell  heitig  Jnformed  of  the  church  of  maidens  Intention  to 
jt'ocec  tl  to  Censure  Thomas  Line  for  what  evidence  he  gave  into  the 
denerall  Courte  against  m'  nu-irmadukc  mathewes  did  order  tliat  the 
secretary  should  write  to  the  church  of  maiden  in  their  names  as  fol* 
loweth 

CkrisHeiH  freinds  bretheren 

wee  l)einjr  Credibly  Jnformed  of  some  purpose  of  yo's  to  proceed 
further  to  censure  Tho.  Ljne  for  the  Testimony  he  gave  in  Court  ag^ 
m'  mathewes  cS^  liiat  to  cxcomunication  knowing  ourselves  with  what 
tenderness  &  caution  he  gave  his  aforesajd  testimony  and  w*  disturbance 
yo'  preceding  may  probably  occasion  both  in  the  churches  &  Civill  gov- 
ernment we  thought  it  no  lesse  than  our  duty  (in  a  Case  of  this  Con- 
rernment)  yett  unthotit  iinv  Jniention  or  deuer  in  the  least  to  Jnfringe 
the  hbe'ty  the  lord  Jesus  christ  hath  purchased  for  his  churches  doe 
desire  you  to  take  the  Counsel]  and  advice  of  3  or  4  of  you'  next 
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neighboring  churches  in  the  Case  aforcsajd  before  you  proceede  to 
further  censure ;  Jt  being  also  Tho  Lynes  earnest  request  as  wee  are 
Jnformed  so  that  if  the  Case  shall  appeare  cleare  to  others  as  it  may 
seeme  to  doe  to  you  you  may  then  proceede  with  more  peace  &  Com- 

fcift  nnJ  be  more  fuHy  com iiicfd  if  then  he  sliouM  (\>i)tincw  obstinate 
but  in  case  it  should  cijipcarc  othcrwaycs  to  other  churches  then  it  doth 
to  you  the  rule  of  (iotis  word  may  be  further  aitentied  therein  lor  the 
p*seivatioa  of  true  love  &  peace  which  we  desire  you  will  joynctly 
endeavor  to  promote  with  ou'selves  So  we  rest 


The  six  weeks  allowed  by  the  Court  in  October  had  length- 
ened to  more  than  four  months,  and  over  two  months  more 
elapsed  before  the  council  of  churches  was  convened.  At  this 
council,  the  churches  of  Charlestown,  CambridL^c,  Lynn,  and 
Reading  appeared  as  ordered ;  nul  the  First  Church  of  Bos- 
ton sent  its  pastor  and  teacher,  the  learned  and  orthodox  John 
Wilson  and  John  Cotton,  and  two  brethren, 

at  the  request  of  y*  Church  of  Maiden  to  be  Assistant  to  them  in  y* 

agitation  of  such  matters  as  y*  cause  would  re(]uirc  by  reason  y<  foure 
other  churches  were  sent  by  y*  Governor  and  Coiuisell,  to  deale  w*^  y* 
church  vppoa  some  offence  Conceived  they  had  given.** 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Matthews  was  as  unsatisfactoty  to  the 
ecclesiastical  council  as  the  former  answers  had  been  obnoxious 
to  the  magistrates  and  deputies;  for  although  the  messengers 
hoped  "  by  what  he  expresseth,  that  in  the  general  he  doth  in- 
deed see  cause  more  than  formerly  to  bewail  the  use  of  any 
such  unsound  expressions  in  time  past»  and  to  forbear  the  use 
of  them  for  time  to  come,"  they  regretted  that  he  did  *•  too 
much  labor  to  pot  too  fair  a  gloss  upon  his  former  expressions, 
which  in  themselves  are  very  unsavoiy  and  ungrounded  upon 
Scripture  pattern." 

The  preacher  was  evidently  still  bent  upon  justification  rather 
than  upon  retraction,  and  was  unwilling  to  allow  that  truth  did 
not  He  at  the  bottom  of  his  "weak  and  inconvenient  expres- 

**  Cmn^  Xictnh^  in  Ite*.  Ut».    A  MS.  copy  of  these  recoids  b 

»  Fira  Chmh  (Boston)  ASwvn^^,  im  in  the  libiaiy  of  dae  Mass.  Hist  So. 


your  loving  freinds ; 

By  order  from  the  Counsell : 

£uwAKD  Ka>\k>n  Stcrty'* 


« 


Digitized  by  Google 


♦ 


MARMADUKE  MATTHEWS.  155  V 

sions."    The  messengers  reported  to  the  deputies,     i}  37, 

1652,  and  ihcir  "  retournc  "  was  as  unsatisfactory  to  the  latter 

as  the  result  of  the  council  had  been  to  the  former.    But  the 

Court  had  evidently  got  tired  of  Mr.  Matthews;   for  though 

they  had  humbled  him  and  made  him  much  trouble,  they  had 

not  broken  him,  and  he  was  as  ready  as  ever  to  *'  gloss  "  his  ^ 

*'  former  expressions;  "  and  so  they  came  to  this  conclusion:  — 

The  Courte,  having  pervsed  M'  Mathewes  confession,  and  consider- 
ing the  saitisfaciiun  tendered  by  him,  and  finding  it  not  to  be  such  and 
so  full  as  niighi  be  expected,  yett  are  willing  to  accept  of  it  at  present 

as  to  passe  it  by.*^ 

They  were  more  ready  to  pass  by  the  doctrinal  than  the 
financial  points  of  the  case;  and  they  put  their  unwilling^ 
ness  upon  record  as  follows:  — 

For  the  reroittment  of  the  churches  and  pastors  fines,  they  see  no 
cawse  to  graunt  their  request  therein,  the  coantije  being  putt  to  so 
great  trouble,  chardges,  and  expenses  in  the  hearing  of  the  cawse." 

As  has  been  before  noticed*  there  was  among  the  deputies  a 
tendency  to  be  more  liberal  and  progressive  than  the  magis- 
trates, —  to  be  in  advance  of  the  times.  It  was  the  living  spark 
which  in  due  season,  fanned  into  flame,  burned  away  all  the  old 
hindrances  to  political  and  religious  life  and  freedom.  It  was 
the  6ame  of  two  revolutions;  and  it  has  never  died  out  in  New 
England.  In  June  they  endeavored  to  do  something  like  justice 
to  Mr.  Matthews  and  originated  the  following  bill:  — 

Forasmuch  as  it  appears  to  this  Court,  wheras  m'  Marmaduke 

Mathews  of  Mauldon  about  y*  defectiucness  of  his  ordination  was  by 

y  Court  fined  Tenn  pounds  siiir  wrh  Tt  appears  to  this  Court  y'  ye  ' 

church  of  mauldon  doe  take  y   whole  blame  ihcrof  on  ym,  and  m' 

Mathews  haueing  vsed  some  Jndeucrs  to  remoue  offence  of  diuers 

spirrits,  referring  to  sundry  greuances  &  his  Condition  being  but 

fjowe  in  estate,  y*  Deputyes  see  Cawse  to  reroitt  y*  fine  aforesayd 

Desiring  y*  Consent  of  our  bonnored  magistrts  heerin  :  9  :  4  :  52. 

WnxiAU  ToRREY  C/mV» 

But  the  other  branch  of  the  civil  power  was  not  yet  ready  to 
recede  from  the  position  which  the  Court  had  taken,  and  the 

^  Mma.  CoiMty  ReterAt  iv.  (l).  90.       **  Ibid.      **  Matt.  Areiinttp  z.  8l. 
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conservative  nKr^istratcs  silenced  ihc  bill  by  add  in  tlicse  words: 
"  The  ma-isth  Cannot  Consent  heereto."  On  the  twenty-third 
day  of  October,  however, 

M*  Joseph  Hills  |/femng  a  petition  for  the  rcmittmcnt  of  fines  im- 
posed on  the  chh  of  Maldon  &  theire  pasto',  recciucd  this  answer ;  that 
M'  Xfathfvves  fine  should  be  remitted,  &  ten  pounds  remitted  of  the 
chches  ceubure.'* 

The  magistrates  concurred  with  the  deputies  in  this  vote  three 
days  later.  This  was  a  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  so 
far  as  the  actions  against  Mr.  Matthews  and  the  Maiden  church 
were  concerned ;  but  in  respect  to  the  Colony  at  large,  the  im- 
mediate influence  of  these  cases  was  in  favor  of  the  principles 
which  the  Court  sought  to  establish.  Though  many  had  been 
found  to  uphold  the  oppressed  church  in  some  measure,  or  at 
least  to  sympathize  with  it,  practically,  it  stood  alone  in  the 
contest.  Grave  offences  had  been  committed,  and  in  answering 
them  the  fathers  of  Maiden  had  the  honor  of  staniliiiL,^  foremost 
in  the  struggle  between  the  church  and  the  state.  Their  glory 
and  offence  was  that  they  defended  the  independence  of  the 
church  in  the  election  of  its  officers  and  in  its  internal  govern- 
ment—  an  independence  which  had  already  been  defined  by 
the  Body  of  Liberties  and  the  Cambridge  Platform.  Moreover, 
with  their  pastor  they  asserted  the  right  of  free  thought  and  ex- 
pression, limited  only  by  God's  word  and  individual  conscience 
—  a  right  which,  with  the  liberty  of  the  church,  had,  above  all 
others,  been  stoutly  upheld  by  the  Puritans  in  P'ngland.  They 
showed  a  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  strcnc^th  which  proved  them 
W'lfth)- champions  of  freedom;  and  the  princip!r«5  which  they 
niaiiuained,  though  for  a  season  defeated,  were  triumphant  in 
tlie  end  and  aie  to-day  a  crowning  glory  of  \ew  F.iv^land. 

Twice  at  least  had  the  General  Court  assailed  the  rights  of 
the  churches  before;  and  now  the  autlioritx-  of  the  civil  power 
in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  go\  ei  iinient  and  discipline  was  estab- 
lished. The  next  year  the  Court  endeavored  to  make  the  work 
more  strong  and  enduring  by  the  passage  of  an  act  entitled 

*  Matt,  Colony  Jietordj,  iii,  294. 
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None  $$  pnach  ap^hatiM, 
Whereas  by  the  providence  of  God,  the  noumber  of  our  plantations 
are  increased^  diuerse  of  which,  especially  in  their  beginning,  are  des- 
titute of  persons  filly  iiualifjcd  to  vndcrtake  the  workc  of  the  niinistrje, 
whereby  they  are  necessiiuied  to  iiuike  vse  of  such  helpc  as  they  hniie 
tu  cxcrciic  and  preach  publicqueiy  amongst  them,  by  occasion  whcieui 
persons  of  bolder  spirilts  and  enonious  principles  may  take  advantnge 
to  vent  theiie  errors^  to  the  infection  of  their  hearers  and  the  disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  of  the  coimbje,  for  the  prevention  whereof,  itt  is 
ordered  bv  this  Court,  that  no  person  shall  vndertake  any  ronstnnt 
cotirse  of  puljlirinu?  i)re.iehini;  or  i»rn[jlifsvinL,'  \v'*'in  this  inD-^dietioii 
without  the  apprubaiiou  of  the  ckicrs  of  the  fower  next  iitignboiing 
churches,  or  of  the  County  Court  to  which  the  pbice  belongs.  And  if 
any  person  shall,  after  publication  of  this  order,  continew  such  a  prac- 
tice, the  next  magistrate,  or  magistrates,  who  shall  be  informn!  thm  of, 
shall  forhi?!  such  person  ;  who  if  he  shnll  not  forbeare,  he  sliail  bmde 
him  ouer  to  the  Courte  of  Asisianis,  who  shall  proceed  w"*  such  person 
according  to  the  merrit  of  the  fact.** 

This  was  pressing  too  strongly  the  authority  which  had  been 
assumed  and  was  "  di-ssatisfactory  to  diuers  of  the  inhabitants 
whom  the  Cuurl  hath  cawsc  to  respect  and  tender;""^  and  it 
called  fui  th  fervent  remonstrances  from  the  people.  The  Salem 
church  declared  that:  — 

It  entrcncheth  much  vpon  Y  liberties  of  y*"  several  churches,  who 
have  power  (as  is  confessed  by  all  y^  Orthodoxc)  to  choose  and  sett  vp 
over  y",  whom  they  please  for  theyr  edification  &:  comfort  w'Vut  de« 
pendii^  on  any  other  power.** 

The  church  and  town  of  Woburn  were  more  pointed  in  their 
memorial,  saying :  — 

This  we  cannot  but  conceive  to  be  a  taking  the  free  course  of  church 
liberty  into  the  hand  of  civil  authority  and  whom  they  shall  be  pleased 

to  bestow  it  upon,  ...  we  cannot  but  conceive  it  to  be  a  crossing  the 
lines  nf  their  authority  and  a  coming  in  to  intermeddle  before  Christ 
call  thcrn  hereunto.** 

The  Court  saw  its  mistake  and  hastened  to  retrace  its  steps, 
"that  all  jcalowsies  may  be  remooved,"  although  declaring  *'  the 
sajd  order,  rightly  vnderstood,  to  be  safe  and  much  conducing 
to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  truth  amongst  vs."  The  obnox* 

«i  Mass.  Colony  SiMrdt,  iv.  (l),  122.         **  Ufass.  Arc  hives,  x.  84. 
•*  Ibid..  151.  •«  Man,  Hist.  CoiL,  xxi.  41. 
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ious  order  was  repealed  in  a  little  more  than. three  months  after 
its  passage.**  The  Court,  however,  abated  no  part  of  its  acquired 
authori^,  although  it  was  transferred  ostensibly  to  die  consider- 
ation of  individual  errors  of  doctrine ;  for  the  act  which  repealed 
the  former  order  contained  a  provision  that 

Euery  person  that  shall  publish  and  majnujne  any  hoethrodoxe  and 
enonjous  doctijne  shallbe  IjaUe  to  be  questioned  and  censured  by  the 
Coun^  Court  where  he  Itveth,  according  to  the  merrit  of  his  offence." 

The  question  was  settled  for  a  time ;  and  henceforth,  for  many 
years,  the  civil  magistrate  ordered  the  things  of  God. 

How  long  Mr.  Matthews  remained  at  Maiden  is  not  known ; 
but  apparently  he  had  removed  in  1654.  It  is  said,  on  doubtful 
authority,  that  he  preached  awhile  in  Lynn.  He  returned  to 
England  in  1655,  and  several  of  the  Maiden  church  went  with 
him.  Of  these  returning  pilgrims  I  can  recognize  the  widow 
Margaret  Wheldon,  who  left  a  law-suit  over  the  estate  of  her 
deceased  husband,  Gabriel;*^  and  with  them,  perhaps,  was 
William  Marble,  otherwise  called  Mirable. 

But  little  is  known  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Matthews.  His  wife, 
Katherine,  who  came  with  him  from  England,  was  a  witness  of 
the  will  of  Gabriel  Wheldon  in  1655,  as  was  Michaiah  Matthews, 

•  It  i»  worthy  of  femark  that  the  wife,  Margaret,  was  from  Wales,  and 

prudent  Court  so  clearly  trit  the  force  ]ii.Th.i|>a  owned  a  iciadonship  with  the 

of  public  dissatisfaction  that  the  execu-  pastor. 

tkm  of  this  cider  was  immediately  hos-  He  died  in  Maiden  in  January,  165  V ; 

pended  until  the  next  srssimi.  when.  ;is  and  hi-,  will  contains  tin-  lii'-t  intimation 

stated  in  the  text,  it  was  repealed.    Cf.  ol  a  burial  at  .Sandy  Bank,  now  known 

Mass.  A  rehives,  x.  81.  as  the  Bell  Rock  Cemetery.  He  tay*  :— 

Miiss  Colony  Hfcords^'vi.  (1).  151.  •'  I  j;ivf  nn  body  to  W  byd  asleepe  in 

Gabriel  Wheldon, or  Welding,  who  the  l)cd  of  the  grave  in  the  Cotnon 

appears  to  have  been  a  personal  friend  burjing  place  for  the  Inbalniants  of 

of  Mr.  Matthews, was  with  that  miniiiter  this  Towne  " 

at  Yarmouth,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidel-  With  th.  exception  of  a  legacy  of 

ity  with  him.    lit:  catne  here  with  Mr.  ten  shillings  to  the  Maiden  church,  his 

Matthews,  and  in  his  will  calls  himself  estate,  valued  at  j£40.  11,  8.  was  left  to 

"of  theTowneandchnrchof  Mauldon."  his  wife;  but  the  claims  of  his  elder 

With  his  youngest  son.  John,  he  sohl  children  caused  a  coMt<"ntion,  a.s  stated 

to  William  Crofts,  of  Lynn,  four  par-  in  the  text.    The  widow,  who  may  have 

eels  of  land  in  Arnold,  county  Notting-  been  a  second  wife,  returned  to  England ; 

ham.    Essex  Dttdt,\.  1\.    This  forbids  but  descendants  of  Gabriel  Wheldon, 

the  conclusion  that  he  was  a  fellow  bearing  the  name  in  its  several  forms, 

countryman  of  Mr.  Matthews ;  but  from  may  stilt  be  found  on  Cape  Cod  and 

the  apparently  close  connection  of  the  in  other  portion*  of  New  Bngl«n^, 
parties,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  his 
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who  may  have  been  his  son.  Morciccai  Matthews  was  one  of 
the  two  wlio  were  graduated  uL  Ilarwird  College  in  the  class  of 
1655.  At  the  same  time  anulher  Matthews,  apparently  his 
brother,  was  in  a  lower  class.  College  charges  against  each  end 
June  8,  1655  ;  and  as  nothing  more  is  known  of  them,  it  is  sup- 
posed that  they  were  sons  of  the  Maiden  preacher  and  returned 
to  England  with  their  father  in  that  year.  One  Mordecai  Mat- 
thews was  minister  at  Roinolston  in  Glamorganshire.  The 
younger  student  may  have  been  that  Manasseh  who  was  bap- 
tized at  Barnstable,  January  24,  164 1,  or  the  Michaiah  of  the 
Whetdon  wiU.«« 

The  experience  of  Mr.  Matthews  in  New  England  had  not 
been  of  the  kindliest*  nor  was  his  future  to  be  brighter  at  home ; 
for  after  a  few  years  of  comfort  and  peace,  he  was  again  to  be 
brought  into  trouble  for  the  sake  of  conscience.  He  returned  to 
Glamorganshire  and  became  vicar  of  St.  John's  in  Swansea,  his 
native  town.  Here,  in  a  good  living,  he  remained  until  the 
Restoration  and  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity — 
that  act  by  which  on  St.  Bartholomew's  Day,  August  24,  1662, 
as  Macaulay  says,  "  about  two  thousand  ministers  of  religion, 
whose  conscience  did  not  suffer  them  to  conform,  were  driven 
from  their  benefices  in  one  day."  *  In  Calamy's  stoiy  of  his 
subsequent  life  we  may  see  a  vivid  picture  of  the  condition  of 
tiie  many  unbeneficed  clergymen  who  remained  in  England. 
Godly  and  suffering  men  were  they,  saints  to  their  friends  and  a 
derision  to  their  enemies.  They  were  learned  and  able  in  their 
day  and  generation;  and  in  their  distresses  they  were  no  less 
martyrs  in  the  cause  of  religion  and  liberty  than  those  whose 
lives  went  out  in  flame  and  blood. 

He  had  been  in  New  England.  He  left  a  good  living  when  he  had 
nothing  else  to  subsist  upon.  He  afterwards  preached,  by  the  conni- 
vance of  the  mnf,'istrates  in  a  little  chajicl  at  the  end  of  the  town.  Me 
was  a  very  pious  and  zealous  man,  who  went  about  to  instruct  people 
from  house  to  house.  All  his  discourse,  in  a  manner,  was  about  spirit- 
ual matters.   He  made  no  visits  but  such  as  were  religious  and  mints* 

Sihitiy,  ffarvar J  Graduates,  \.  ^y,  '"Macaulay,  Hhtory  of  England, 
SavaiB,  GimaUgkti  JHetiwarjt  iii.  ch^  ii.  Cf.  Palmer,  Cabm/s  If«m- 
177.  emferwmft  Mtmoriai,  33. 
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terial,  and  received  none  but  in  a  religious  manner.  When  any  came 
to  visit  him,  after  common  salutations,  he  would  soon  enter  into  some 
discourse  about  their  souls ;  and  when  any  thing  was  brought  for  them 
to  drink,  it  was  his  custom  to  lake  the  glass  into  his  hand,  give  solemn 
thanks  to  God  for  it,  and  drink  to  his  friend,  telling  him  he  was  heartily 
welcome.  He  would  often  go  out  on  market-days  to  the  country  peo- 
ple, and  speak  to  them  about  spiritual  matters,  some  of  whom  received 
him  with  respect,  and  others  with  contempt  and  scorn.  He  liveil  above 
the  world,  and  depended  wholly  upon  Providence  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  his  family.  He  had  no  estate,  but  subsisted  by  the  piety 
of  his  children,  (of  whom  two  or  three  were  sober  Conformists)  and  by 
the  kindness  of  relations  and  friends ;  which  made  him  sometimes 
pleasantly  say,  he  was  comfortably  maintained  by  the  children  of  God, 
his  own  children,  and  the  children  of  this  world.  His  way  of  preaching 
and  catechizing  had  some  peculiarities,  which  became  him,  and  were 
of  advantage  unto  many.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  continued 
useful  to  the  last.    He  died  about  1683.™ 

At  the  time  of  the  departure  of  Mr.  Matthews,  the  church,  or 
rather  the  offending  portion  of  it,  had  not  satisfied  the  fine  of 
forty  pounds  which  had  been  laid  upon  Joseph  Hills,  Edward 
Carrington,  and  John  Wayte  to  collect  of  the  other  brethren. 
This  sum  was  apportioned  to  three  classes;  and  Kdward  Car- 
rington complained  afterwards  that  his  associates  had  "reserved 
to  theirc  proportion  such  brethren  of  the  Church  as  are  able  to 
pay,"  and  had  left  him  "  to  Gather  vp  that  proportion  that  be- 
longs to  me  to  take  vp  of  the  poorer  sort  of  brethren."  A 
fairer  explanation  seems  to  be  that  his  particular  class  was 
formed  among  "our  Charlcstown  neighbours,"  of  whom  he  was 
one,  who  were  either  less  able  or  more  unwilling  to  pay  than  the 
Maiden  members  of  the  church. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Court  in  May,  1655,  Joseph 
Hills,  Abraham  Hill,  John  Wayte,  John  Sprague,  Ralph  Shcp- 
hard,  John  Upham,  James  Green,  and  Thomas  Call  presented  a 
petition,  "  in  w""^  they  humbly  acknowlcdg  the  offcnc  they  gane 
to  the  Court  &  seuerall  churches  about  the  ordjnation  of  M' 
Mathewes,"  asking  that  the  church  might  be  cleared  of  the 
whole  fine  or  that  Joseph  Hills  and  John  Wayte  "  may  be  for- 

■0  Palmer.  Cdlamy's  Notuonfm^miifs        'i  Mats.  Arehtvet,  x.  47. 
Memorial,  ii.  627. 
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giuen  their  offence,  &  di.scliarged  of  the  two  p''ts  of  the  fowre 
[//rm-]  charged  on  thcni.  ' The  petitioners  were  unsuccessful 
in  respect  to  the  fine;  but  their  acknowledgments,  about  which 
they  probably  cared  the  least,  were  accented.  Their  answer 
was  as  follows :  — 

The  Court  duth  well  approue  &  accept  of  the  petitio"  acknowledg- 
ments of  their  ireguiar  actings  in  those  times,  but  vndcrstanding  y'  much, 
if  not  most,  of  the  line  bemg  payd  for,  &  y*  the  rest  is  secured,  &  should 
long  since  hane  been  payd  in,  the  Court  dolh  not  thinke  meet  to  graunt 
the  petitioQO^  request  herein.'* 

rovcrtv'  or  unwillingness,  or  both  together,  caused  the  money 
to  cunie  slowly  from  the  pockets  of  the  Maiden  farmers;  and 
thou^^h  two  parts  of  the  three  had  been  "  gathered  in,"  or  secured 
by  the  fall  uf  1658,  it  is  not  clear  tlial  aii)  :liing  had  been  paid 
to  the  authorities,  unless  the  portion  of  Joseph  Hnis  li«d  been 
paid  before  May,  1655.  Edward  Carrington,  who  was  the  last 
to  "  humblie  acknowledge "  his  shortcomings,  addressed  the 
Court  in  a  petition  dated  October  28,  1658,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed his  **  Greife "  and  the  poverty  of  his  neighbors. 

Thf  hiimbk  Petttioti  of  Eihuard  Caringlon  humbly  Shnvth, 
1  iui  wheras  this  Huno' '  Court  was  pleased  some  time  sine  to  Jm- 
pose  &  Lay  a  fine  vppon  the  Church  of  maulden  of  the  same  of  fortie 
pounds,  for  ordeining  m'  Mathews  Pastor  w*N)at  or  Against  the  counsell 
&  Advice  of  the  bono'"*  magistrats  and  Rev^  Elders  (The  Euill  of  w** 
the  Lord  hath  convinced  yo'  Petition'  of  being  on  of  them  and  is  mnde 
Kealy  sensible  of  tiie  great  dishon'  don  to  god,  and  disturbanc  to  the 
Cliurches  peace  thcrby,  to  the  Creife  of  his  heart  which  he  is  Kedie  to 
Confess  on  all  occations  &  to  take  the  shame  theiof)  yo'  Petion'  be- 
ing allso  Appoynted  to  be  one  of  the  three  for  the  Gathering  and 
paying  the  said  ffine,  the  other  two  haueing  a  fitter  opertunitie  haue 
gathered  in,  and  Reserved  to  theire  proportion  such  brethren  of  the 
Church  as  arc  able  to  pay  wherby  they  may  discharge  thcirc  tlutie,  but 
haue  left  to  yo'  petition'  such  persons  to  receiue  his  proportion  of  which 
some  are  gone  for  England,  some  are  remoued  to  other  Townes,  and 
the  rest  not  able  to  pay  whereby  yo'  Petition'  is  made  vtterly  vncapeable 
of  discharging  that  iniunction  L;iid  vppon  him  Except  tO  the  great 
wrong  of  himsclfe  &  family  he  should  pay  it  out  of  his  owne  estate 
which  he  presumeth  is  not  the  minde  of  this  bono"'  Court,  wherfore 

«•  Mw.  CWm/  lt»»rdt,  iv.  ( I ).  236.  »  Ibid.,  Ui.  jSd. 
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he  humbly  rcqucstcth  yo'  fauo'  That  cither,  that  jmrt  of  the  whole  suinc 
inioyned  yo'  petitioner  to  gather  6c  pay  may  be  remitted  to  yo'  petition' 
and  the  rest  of  the  poore  vnable  and  abscent  brethrea  as  aforesaid  to 
the  vaUue  of  13" ;  6* :  8* :  is  4  pt  of  y'  40'',  or  otherwise  that  yo^  peti- 
tion' nay  only  pay  his  proportion  allotted  for  him  to  pay  (being  only 
one  single  p'son  in  that  offenc,  which  the  lord  hath  giuen  him  to  see 
the  euel  of,  and  humbled  him  for)  and  that  some  other  more  meet 
p'son  or  persons  be  put  in  the  Roome  &  stcd  01  yo*  Petition'  to  Kec  6: 
pay  w'  remaineth  of  those  other  brethren  as  aforesi'.  And  y«/  Petition' 
shall  ever  pray  for  the  prosperitie  of  this  hono^  Court  and  abide 

Yo'  humble  &  Devoted  Seiv* 

Edward  CARiNcrtJN-." 

To  this  petition  and  request  the  magistrates  consented  *'  that 
the  petitioner  payinge  his  part  of  the  fine  the  remainder  shall  be 
remitted  &  giuen  to  the  towne  for  towne  stocke."  But  the  depu- 
ties refused  to  concur,  feeling,  perhaps,  that,  though  the  fine 
ought  not  to  have  been  laid  at  all.  justice  required  that  if  two 
parts  had  been  "  gathered  in  "  the  third  should  be  paid  also,  or 
else  all  be  forgiven  and  returned. 

Nineteen  months  now  elapsed  and  nothing  appears  to  have 
been  done  towards  settling  the  debt.  The  condition  of  Edward 
Carrington's  neighbors,  —  "  the  poorer  sort  of  brethren,"  —  re- 
mained the  same.  At  a  session  of  the  General  Court.  May  30, 
1660,  the  petition  was  renewed,  and  the  whole  matter  was 
referred  to  the  County  Court  of  Middlesex  for  consideration 
and  such  settlement  "as  in  thcirc  wisdomcs  they  shall  thinke 
mcete."'*  The  Maiden  committee  now  joined  in  a  memorial 
which  contains  some  items  of  interest. 

To  ihe  Jlono'd  Court  at  Charlsiownt-  this  ig.  4.  1660.  Miy  it 
please  you  to  consider  that  the  fine  Jmposed  on  vs  respecting  m'  Math- 
ews ordination,  was  by  the  gen' II  Court  charged  onely  on  the  church. 
Exempting  albo  some  of  the  Brethren  by  means  whereof  it  fell  heavie 
vppon  the  rest,  being  but  lo  or  11  Brethren  wher  of  one  Dyed  before 
.Any  paym'  made  t<j  th'^  Treasu',  &  his  wife  since  gone  to  England  with 
m'  Mathews.  Allso  some  Hreth'n  of  whom  we  expected  hclj)  are  Re- 
moved out  uf  Ibwne  Tho:  Hett,  rho:  Ozban.  and  another  we 
conceiue  is  unable  to  betre  it  (viz)  Tho:  Skitf,  as  Jndeed  w«  all  are,. 
And  it  presses  bard  vppon  vs.  Whcrfore  on'  Humble  Request  to  this 
Hono'd  Court  to  whom  power  as  we  hope  is  seasonablie  now  deriued 

M  ittoi.  ArtMutt,  X.  47,  «  jMUUL  Cmrt  FUu^  m  /«r«. 
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to  leleiue  vs  that  not  only  this  third  part  be  retuittcd,  but  the  other  Re- 
turned we  now  hailing  a  new  Meeting-house  in  linilding  which  will  Cu^t 
vs  abuuc  1 50" :  and  uur  Teach'  great  and  long  continued  weaknes 
calls  for  more  than  onhnane  Irurn  vs. 

your  verie  humble  Seniants 
Joseph  Hiu^ 

Edward  Cakington, 
John  Wayif./' 

By  the  County  Court  the  petitinners  were  ordered  to  "  give  a 
clear  acc'  of  all  their  p'^cecdings  therein,  vnto  Leift.  Ri:  Sprague, 
Edw.  Oakes,  &  Ephraim  Child,  or  any  two  of  them,  who  arc  by 
this  Court  appoynted  &  impowred  to  examine  the  matter,  & 
make  report  ofw*  they  find  therein  vnto  next  Court  at 
Cambridge."  " 

This  committee  considered  the  matter  near!}'  two  years  before 
they  reported  that  thc\'  had  received  and  approved  the  account 
of  the  petitioners,  and  that  '"  the  some  of  twentic  fower  pound 
six  shillincr^  two  pence"  had  been  paid;  and,  "  haiiini;  taken 
notice  of  there  pouertie,  and  some  other  reasons  that  doe  nioue 
vs  thcarvnto,"  they  became  "  bould  "  to  request  that  the  remain- 
der be  abated.'^ 

On  the  first  day  of  April,  1662,  ten  years  and  five  months 
after  the  fine  had  been  laid,  Edward  Carrin^ton  was  "  abated  ten 
pounds  of  the  fine  imposed  on  Ilim  to  gatiier  at  Maiildon  by  the 
authority  of  the  gen\ill  Court;  "and  the  Maiden  church  was 
finally  purged  of  its  offences.** 

That  tile  offending  members  ot  ihc  cluirch  ever  seriously 
repented  of  the  support  vvliich  they  gave  Mr.  Matthews  is  very 
doubtful.  That  their  actions  were  the  root  of  much  trouble  in 
after  years  seems  very  probable.  Michael  Wigglesworth  wrote 
a  letter  to  be  read  "  vnto  the  Church,"  in  1658,  in  which  he 
strongly  reviewed  their  proceedings  and  exhorted  them  to 
repentance  and  a  renewal  of  brotherly  love.  In  referring  to  Mr. 
Matthews  he  wrote  as  follows:  — 

I  besesch  you  first  to  consid'  seriously  \'  sadly  of)'*  manner  tS:  circum- 
stances of  yo^  calling  M'  Mathews  unto  ofllice  in  this  place.   A  man 

"  Midd.  Court  Filet,  in  io<o.  Afidd.  Court  /•ties,  in  loco. 

~  Midd.  Court  Kt  cordu  i>  3tS{  also       7*  Mtdd,  Cmrt  J(te«nl»,\.  251. 
Hiidd.  Ctmrt  Fitttt  in  ilK-A 
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known  &  often  prov**  to  be  of  an  unsound  judgem',  unsavory  and  un^fe 

in  expression,  stiff  &  immoveable  as  a  rock  in  what  ever  he  assorted, 
whu  for  these  tif  ^'  had  been  excointnunicatecl  at  one  jilace,  di:>liked  & 
discarded  at  aiioih  place,  oacc  (if  nut  oftener)  censured  in  y'  court; 
This  man  (such  was  then  yo'  p'cipitancy  &  wiliulnes)  you  would  haoe 
against  counsel  of  magistrates,  elders,  &  other  godly  neighbors  al- 
though it  were  to  grief  of  y"  spirit  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
to  y"  endangering  and  endamaging  of  yo'  ow"  soiiles.  to  y""  justifyinc;  of 
his  erro",  at  least  in  appearance  (for  yo'  action  hold  forth  no  less  then 
a  justifying  of  htm  from  erro'  w'of  he  had  been  convicted)  if  not  also  to 
a  real  ck^ing  with  them  for  a  time ;  6nally,  tho  it  were  to  bazzard- 
ing  of  yo'  peace  love  &  communion  with  other  churches.  Brethn  I  fear 
this  sin  had  not  yet  been  sufficiently  seen,  felt,  bewailed,  repented  of!, 
confessed  to  God,  men  tipon  occasion,  that  y'  anger  of  God  for  it 
might  be  turn''  away.  And  I  fear  it  y""  rath.  t.  Herans  I  ronld  never 
discern  any  signs  of  sorrow  for  it  in  any,  except  one  or  two.  2">  Bee, 
o^  punbhmt  seems  to  point  at  y*  an,  being  in  y*  same  kind.  The  Lord 
open  y^f  eyes  to  see  if  this  be  not  one  cause  &  a  leading  cause  of  y* 
Ix)rds  contending  with  you  to  this  day  ;  and  I  believ  it  wil  be  SO  until  y* 
Lord  make  you  feel  it  to  be  an  evil  &  a  bitter  thing. 

•  Maa.  Nut.  St.  Prix.,  May,  187 1 , 95. 
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JOSEPH  HILI^  AND  JOHN  WAYTE. 


F  the  early  settlers  of  Maiden,  two  men,  above  all  othor«^. 


filled  prominent  positions  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  town 
and  took  no  mean  part  in  the  civil  and  reliLjioiis  concerns  of 
tile  Colony.  Closel\"  united  l)y  family  tics,  tiicy  were  no  less  in- 
timate in  their  public  lives;  and  tlie  stories  of  their  careers 
will  be  found  to  iiavc  much  in  common,  both  in  what  they 
performed  and  in  the  honors  whicli  they  received.  Tliey 
earliest  bore  the  responsibilities  and  honors  of  the  highest 
offices  in  the  gift  of  their  fellows ;  and  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
four  years,  from  the  incorporation  of  the  town  until  the  elder 
had  removed  and  the  younger  had  been  stricken  with  blindness, 
they  were  the  only  representatives  of  the  toym  at  the  General 
Court  —  the  Congress  of  the  >  oun^  Colony.  Each  in  his  time 
was  SpealKr  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  an  office  which  no  other 
citizen  of  Maiden  has  taken  to  the  present  time.  Both  are 
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nearly  forj^otlcn  in  the  town  wlicrc  their  busy  li\cs  were  [)assci.i. 
and  which  owes  thcni  much  fur  w  hat  they  tiid  in  its  cai  licr  da\  s. 
Nothing  remains  of  one,  save  the  inenKir)-  of  the  old  town  well 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Salein  Streets,  —  Joseph  Hills's  well. 
Of  the  younger,  we  have  a  thick  old  English  slalestone  in  the 
"  burying  place  near  Sandy  Bank,"  and  an  ever  present  memo 
rial  in  the  sturdy  form  and  honest  name  of  Wayte's  Mount. 
-y'.C^    Joseph  Hitis  was  an  inhabitant  o*f  Maldon.  a  town  in  the 

county  of  Essex  in  England,  where,  with  his  wife  Rose,  he  lived,  / 
it  is  said,  as  "a  woollen  draper,  having  large  transactions  at 
London."  ^  Whatever  his  calling  may  have  been  at  that  time, 
his  apparent  skill  in  legal  matters  and  his  career  in  New  Eng* 
land  justify  the  assertion  that  if  he  was  not  a  law)  er  by  pro- 
fession  he  was  so  by  his  tendencies  and  habits  and  perhaps  by 
education.  We  have  his  own  testimony,  given  in  1639,  in 
which,  calling  himself  "of  Charlestowne  in  New  England, 
WooUen'draper,  aged  about  36  yeares,"  he  tells  of  the  transpor- 
tation of  goods  from  Maldon  to  London  "  in  an  Jpsw**!  Hye," 
which  he  cleared  at  the  custom  house  "  in  the  ship  called  the 
Susan  &  Ellen  of  London,  whereof  was  Master  M^  Edward 
Payne,"  in  which  he  arrived  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  JuV  17, 
i638« 

About  the  same  time,  or  perhaps  with  him,  came  John  Wayte,  ' 
a  son  of  Samuel  Wayte  of  Wethersfield,  a  town  about  eighteen 
miles  from  Maldon.   His  mother,  Mary,  was  an  aunt,  or  a 


'  Savage,  Cfntaloi^ial  Dietivnary,  8. 
417.  'I'h<-  st jtiTiK-ut  ill  idifin,  //i^lory 
e/  A'iwbur^-,  393.  that  he  was  from 
Shrewsbury,  althobgh,  perhaps,  tradi- 
tionarv.  is  an  fvi(!.„nt  error.  Savage's 
supposition  that  Kose  Hills  was  a  sister 
of  President  Dunster  has  been  accepted 
as  n  s^enealopical  fact  by  mo.st  writers ; 
bill  tliLie  was  no  proiiml  for  the  suppo- 
sition at  first  1  Hinsltr's  will,  which  was 
written  in  165S,  mcntiuiis  "niy  sister 
Mrs.  Hills  of  MauUI  )n."  aiul  appoints 
Joseph  Hills  an  overseer.  If  the  Mrs. 
Hills  of  that  dale  was  his  sister,  it  was 
not  Rose,  who  had  been  dead  eight 
Vf.irs,  The  living  wife  was  Helen,  or 
Eleanor,  Atkinson;  and  the  title  may 
hav«  be«n  uied  as  a  recognition  of 


friendship  or  of  si«t«rhood  tn  the  church. 

Still,  I  think  that  the  words  as  twice 
used  and  the  provisions  of  the  will  im> 
ply  a  relationship;  and  I  venture  to 

sii^gr-t  thnt  I'liznl  eth,  the  second  wife 
of  Henry  Dunster  and  the  mother  of 
his  children,  was  a  sister  of  Helen 

.\tkinson.  The  will  nnv  b?  found  in 
<  tKii)!!!!.  Life  of  I/iiny  DunsUr,  303- 

-  I.echford.  AV<'-^<w/^,9i.  Mr.  Hills 
appears  to  have  been  received  as  a 
person  of  some  importance  among  the 
new  comets;  as  thirteen  days  after  his 
arrival,  he  was  admitted  as  a  townsanan 
anil  II  I  I  ived  the  gr.int  of  land  at  Myatic 
Side  which  is  elsewhere  noticed. 
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sister,"  of  the  celebrated  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ward  of  Ipswich» 
whose  Simpfe  Cnhltr  of  Aggawam  in  America  and  his  services 
in  compiling  the  Body  of  Liberties  have  given  htm  an  undying 
name  among  the  fathers  of  New  England.  John  Wayte»  who 
was  in  1638  about  twenty  years  of  age,  soon  married,  if  he  had 
not  already  done  so  in  England,  Mary,  the  young  daughter  of  'V. 
Joseph  Hills,  and  following  into  the  forests  of  Mystic  Side  he 
seated  himself  near  his  father>in-law,  on  the  south-west  side  of 
Mount  Prospect,  which  took  from  him  its  later  names  of  Cap- 
tain's Hill  and  Wayte's  Mount.* 

The  coming  of  Joseph  Hills  as  an  undertaker  in  the  ship 
which  brought  him  to  New  England  gave  him,  perhaps,  some 
distinction  over  humbler  adventurers;  and  his  abilities  soon 
brought  him  into  notice  and  employment   He  was  received 


*  i'robably  a  sister.  For  the  infor- 
mation compiled  from  the  Candler  and 
Taimer  maDincripts  in  the  Briti»h  Mu- 
seam  and  HodleUn  Library  see  the  pedt- 

jjicc*  in  Dean,  Mi-mon  «'/  thi  Kr<\ 
Nathanul  Ward,  129,  and  aW.  E.  Wst. 
ami  Gtmeai.  Register,  xli.  282. 

*  John  W.iyte  had  rccci\Ld  a  grant 
ol  eight  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Wayte's 
Mount  from  the  toim  of  Charlestown 

in  1647.  In  i6vi  he  ?iou;^ht  of  John 
(Joggan,  who  had  tnarrii  d  the  widow 
Coytmorc  after  the  death  of  her  second 
husband,  Governor  John  Winthrop,  sev- 
eral parcels  of  the  Coytmore  land,  one 
of  which  was  hounded  on  the  west  by 
the  brook  "below  the  falls  aod  by  the 
Fond  above  the  falb,**  and  tm  the  east, 
by  the  common  and  other  land  of  Joim 
Wayte.  Over  this  land  ran  "  a  cart  way 
of  Two  rods  wide  from  the  &lls  streigbt 
forth  into  the  Country  way;"  in  which 
may  be  found  the  origin  of  an  old  way 
over  which  Moont^n  Avenue  now  passes 
from  Main  Street  to  the  brook  or,  more 
likely,  that  of  the  way  long  kuuvvu  as 
Barrett's  or  Dye  Mouse  I^nc  and  now 
as  Uarrett  Street.  In  this  parcel  was 
inclnded  Mount  Prospect,  which  was  to 
be  defended  against  "  the  Towne  of 
Mauldon  wch  is  vallued  at  five  pounds." 
Midi.  C».  Deedi,  it.  18. 

Tlie  house,  which  he  built  and  where 
he  died,  stood  on  the  easterly  side  of 


Main  Street,  north  of  Mount.iin  Avenue, 
on  land  which,  in  1885,  wa-s  owned  by 
the  heirs  of  Otis  Tufts.  Alias  0/ Mai- 
Jen,  1885,  plate  xvl.  On  this  site,  in  a 
house  which  pi'ib.ibly  tontaiucd  ;i  jior- 
tion  of  the  old  building,  if  it  was  not 
that  structure  itself,  died  in  1797  Edward 
Newhall,  to  whom  it  liad  <  onie  by  an 
unbroken  d^ent  in  the  fifth  genera- 
tion. It  was  afterwards  owned  and 
on  n|>ied  by  the  late  Joseph  Warren 

In  the  division  of  the  estate  of  Cap- 
tain John  Wayte,  his  house  and  lands 
near  Wayte's  Mount  became  possessed 
by  his  third  son,  Samuel;  and,  at  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  1720*  they  passed 
to  his  younger  children,  Edwand  and 
Jal^e/..  i;dward  ret.iinrd  ihr  dIiI  liouse 
and  land  east  of  the  Heading  road, 
which  paascd  at  his  death  to  the  New- 
hall  family  Jahc/  to  ik  fiis  -.It  in  in 
the  westerly  land  and  built  the  house 
which  recently  stood  at  the  comer  of 
Main  rtnd  Clifton  Street'^.  Tfii=;  hotisr', 
occupied  suci.i-ss:\ fly  l.iy  the  son  and 
grancUon  of  it>  Imilder,  was  known 
from  them  as  the  Micah  or  Peter  Waite 
house.  In  its  later  days,  it  passed 
through  the  descending  conditions  of 
dilapidation  and  ruin,  until  at  last,  no 
longer  habitable,  it  was  burned,  October 
1011893- 
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into  the  church  of  Charlcstown,  with  his  wife,  soon  after  his 
arrival ;  and,  although  he  was  not  admitted  as  a  freeman  until 
1645,  he  was  chosen  a  selectman  of  the  town  in  1644.  ■'Al- 
though he  appears  in  the  Book  of  Posses- 
sions as  the  owner  of  a  house  "  in  the 


-  — >  *  middle  row,"  near  the  market  place,  it  is 
probable  that  he  soon  removed  to  the  land  which  was  granted 
him  at  Mystic  Side.^  He  represented  the  town  of  Charlestown 
in  the  House  of  Deputies  during  the  years  1646  and  1647,  and 
was  chosen  Speaker  in  the  latter  year.    It  was  during  these 


*  The  grant  of  land  to  Joseph  llills 
and  his  early  punhnsc  of  the  twenty 
acres  of  Thomas  Kuck  and  a  portion 
of  the  lot  of  Thomas  Coytmore  have 
been  elsewhere  noticed.  The  lanil  em- 
braced in  these  parcels  lay  on  each  side 
of  the  .Salem  I'ath,  and  was  described, 
in  163S,  as  woodland.  That  on  the 
northern  side  extended  from  the  way 
now  known  as  Main  Street  to  the  rocks 
at  Faulkner.  On  the  southern  side,  it 
began  at  the  present  easterly  line  of  the 
High  School  land  and  ran  to  the  swamp 
which  b;;gan  at  the  ancient  path  now 
called  Cross  Street.  Southerly,  it  was 
bounded  by  Femberton's  Hrook ;  but, 
later,  Mr.  Hills  became  possessed  of  alt 
the  land  south  of  the  brook  and  north 
of  Cross  Street  to  its  junction  with 
Ferry  Street. 

Whether  Coytmore  had  built  upon 
his  land  at  (he  present  corner  of  Salem 
and  Main  Streets  and  dug  the  well, 
which  for  nearly  two  centuries  and  a 
half  yielded  its  cooling  waters  for  the 
use  of  man  and  beast  is  unknown ;  but 
there  is  reason  for  believing  that  Joseph 
Hills  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  both 
house  and  well  as  early  as  1650.  To 
this  house  he  refers  late  in  life  as  his 
"  lesser  housie  and  ground."  he  having 
built  another  house  upon  the  Salem 
Path  near  the  present  Sprague  Street, 
to  which  he  may  have  rcmovc<i  and 
which  he  sol<l  in  16S1,  with  sixty  acres 
of  laiul,  to  Thomas  Newhall  of  Lynn, 
who  had  married  his  granddaughter, 
Rebecca  Green.  This  farm  was  Iraundeil 
on  the  north  by  Mount  Prospect,  or 


Wayie's  Mount,  and  on  the  south  by 
the  water  course,  or  Pemberton's  Itro<)k. 
Thomas  Newhall  removed  to  Maiden 
and  became  the  ancc  tor  of  that  branch 
of  the  Newhall  family  which  still  re- 
mains here. 

i'wo  years  before  the  sale  to  Thomas 
Newhall,  Joseph  Hills  had  sold  to 
Joseph  Wilson,  for  eighty-five  pounds, 
the  house,  with  eight  acres  of  land,  at 
the  comer  of  the  Salem  and  Reading 
roads.  Wilson  was  a  blacksmith ;  and 
his  shop  was  one  of  the.  public  places 
of  the  town  where  notices  were  posted. 
It  may  have  been  upon  the  westerly  side 
of  Main  Street,  as  tradition  says  that 
the  rubbish  of  a  forge  was  found  tlitre 
while  excavating  many  years  ago.  To 
the  land  lx>ught  of  Joseph  Hills,  Wilson 
added,  in  1699,  six  acres  of  the  Wayte 
land,  which  fj^ve  him  a  strip  of  fourteen 
acres  from  the  Salem  road  to  Wayte's 
Mount.  This  land,  with  other  lots  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  he  owned  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1705. 

After  the  death  of  their  father,  John, 
in  1741,  Elizabeth  and  Taliiiha  Wilson, 
spinsters  and  gianddaughters  of  J«^>seph 
Wilson,  were  joint  owners  and  occu- 
pants of  the  house.  Tabitha  married 
Kenjamin  Parker  in  176S:  and  nine 
years  later,  Elizabeth,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  l>ecame  the  third  wife 
of  James  Kettell.  who  is  variously  stvled 
Iwkcr,  tavern-keeper,  deputy-sheriff ,  and 
jail  keeper.  It  was  he  who  transformed 
the  house  of  Joseph  llills  into  a  tavern, 
the  succeeding  history  of  whii  h  will  be 
considered  in  its  i)lace.    I'ltic,  thap.  xix. 
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years  that  he  became  "  active  for  to  bring  the  Lawes  of  the 
County  in  order."*"  This  service,  which  was  fully  recognized 
at  the  lime,  was  forgotten  in  the  course  of  j'ears.  In  1867 
the  honors  which  he  had  earned  by  a  series  of  faithful  labors 
were  appropriated  for  another;  and  Edward  Johnson,  of 
Woburn,  tlic  author  of  the  ]^Vondcr'',K.\n king  Providence  of 
Sions  Saviour,  passed  into  written  history  as  the  compiler  of 
the  Massachusetts  Laws  of  1648."  This  error,  oriL^iiuiiing  in 
a  work  of  importance  and  .ibility,  has  brcii  repeated  by  later 
writers  with  an  air  of  authorit)',  which  iniL^ht  cfTcctiially  stifle 
all  doubts  were  not  the  records  extant  in  which  the  whole  story 
is  clearly  related. 

The  able  editor  of  the  Wondcr-workittg  I'rovidettce  (^ives  his 
author  a  prominent  part  in  the  labor  and  honor  of  the  conipila- 
tiuii  of  ihc  Laws,  although  he  does  not  claim  that  he  was  the 
chief  compiler.  He  declares,  Iio\ve\cr,  that,  "  when  Cajitain 
Johnson  was  on  the  committee,  then,  and  only  then,  efficient 
progress  was  made  in  the  work."  That  Mr.  Poole  had  over- 
looked a  more  important  person  than  Lieutenant  Johnson  was 
promptly  shown  by  a  writer  in  the  Historical  Magazine^  and 
soon  after  by  the  present  writer  in  the  Maiden  Messenger* 
What  the  latter,  with  its  limited  local  circulation,  did  not 
accomplish,  the  former,  then  the  leading  historical  publi- 
cation in  America,  also  failed  to  effect;  and  the  truth  in 
relation  to  the  real  compiler  remained  comparatively  un- 
known.  Nine  years  later  the  claim  of  Edward  Johnson  was 
reasserted  in  a  report  of  the  Council  of  the  American  Anti> 
quarian  Society,**^  with  an  appearance  of  certain  knowledge 
which  can  hardly  fail  to  ensnare  the  unwary  reader ;  but  it  re- 
mained for  a  writer  in  the  Winchester  Record  to  perfect  the 
work. 

After  a  reference  to  a  strife  which  he  assumes  took  place 
between  the  magistrates  and  the  deputies  over  the  laws,  the 
latter  writer  says:  — 

deme,  no.  •  .1/^,/,.'  //  Af^isetn^rr,  Nfay  16.  l^S. 

^  Poole,   Introduction    to    Woudrr-  AnKncau  Atiti^.  So.  Prvi.^  April, 
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Committee  after  committee  had  been  appointed,  whose  work  was 
frustrated,  until  C'aptam  Johnson  was  put  upon  such  a  committee  in 
1 648,  when  the  work  was  speedily  done.  He  devotes  a  chapter  in  his 
book  to  exultation  that  the  thing  so  long  desired  was  at  length  accom- 
plished, yet  he  does  not  speak  of  w^t  wery  Pne  else  knew,  his  own 
agency  in  the  matter." 

Considering  the  insuflSciency  of  the  foundation  of  the  claim 
in  its  original  form,  this  exi^gerated  statement  is  an  eminent 
example  of  how  theories,  growing  by  transmission,  appear  at 
last  as  facts  and  take  the  place  of  authentic  history  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  write  without  investigation. 

The  three  wHters  here  considered  intimate  that  the  work  of 
the  committees  was  purposely  delayed  or  their  purposes  frus« 
trated,  except  when  Johnson  was  present.  A  more  eminent 
authority,  writing  in  1860.  says:  — 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  who  now  had  the  business 
.  in  charge  desired  to  frustrate  it  j  but  it  was  not  of  a  nature  to  be,  at 
the  same  time,  well  and  hastily  done.^ 

Referring  to  the  late  Francis  Calley  Gray,  whose  well-known 
article  is  still  the  best  that  has  been  written  on  the  early  history 
of  our  laws,'*  it  ts  said  that  it  is  remarkable  that  Mr.  Gray 
should  have  failed  to  connect  Johnson  with  the  original  publi- 
cation  of  these  lavrs."  Mr.  Gray's  article  is  clear  in  its  state- 
ment  of  facts  and  polished  in  'their  presentation.  It  is  the  work 
of  a  scholar  and  careful  investigator;  and  it  would  have  been 
remarkable  had  its  author  anticipated  the  later  error  and  given 
Edward  Johnson  a  place  to  which  he  had  no  right.  He  did 
mention,  in  several  extracts  from  the  Colony  Records,  the  name 
of  "the  leading  man;  "  and  Johnson,  himself,  speaks  of  Joseph 
Hilli  ns  "  active  for  to  bring  the  Lawes  of  the  County  in 
ortk-r." 

The  facts  which  Mr.  Gray  did  not  recognize  as  important, 
and  on  which  is  based  the  undcseired  distinction  of  Lieutenant 
Johnson,  are  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  at  times; 

"  Wimkestir  Recprit  i.  45,  4&  ^  Am*rkan  Aniiq.  Sf.  Prvc.,  April, 

I-  Palfrey,  MittMy  ^  New  RngltUM^  1877,  30 

ii.  261.  **  Watnifr'Wffrting  PriK'ideme,  MO. 
1*  Man.  HiA.  O//.,  ntvUi.  191. 
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that  in  1648,  he  was  "pressed  w^^  man}r  urgent  occasions ;  and 
that  he  mentioned  with  apparent  pleasure  the  completion  of  the 
laws.  Not  a  very  firm  foundation  is  this  on  which  to  build  the 
reputation  of  **  a  wise  and  energetic  legislator." 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  chapter  to  tarnish  the  merited 
fame  of  Edward  Johnson  but  to  restore  to  one  who  deserves 
them  the  honors  which  time  has  obscured. 

In  the  year  1641  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  adopted 
for  a  trial  of  three  years  the  first  code  of  laws  in  New  England. 
This  was  the  famous  LwirtUs  of  ihe  Massachusets  Colanie  in 
New  Eitglandt  better  known  as  the  Body  of  LihertitSt  of  Na- 
thaniel Ward,  which,  after  remaining  in  manuscript  two  hundred 
years,  was  found  by  the  late  Francis  C.  Gray  and  printed  in 
^843.'*  These  laws  being  proved  by  experience  during  the 
allotted  period,  the  necessity  of  the  establishment  of  a  perma- 
nent code,  in  which  the  fundamental  laws  that  Ward  had  pre- 
sented should  be  revised  and  enlarged,  became  apparent. 
Several  orders,  anticipating  such  a  work,  had  been  p.issed  since 
the  presentation  of  the  Liberties.  It  has  been  said  that  little 
was  accomplished  under  these  orders  by  "the  Magistrates,  who 
did  nothing,  and  whose  interest  was  to  do  nothing;"'"  but  I 
infer  that  the  magistrates  wisely  desired  to  test  the  code  by  its 
operations  and  a  careful  consideration,  as  its  tentative  adop- 
tion allowed,  rather  than  to  hazard  the  permanent  acceptance 
of  laws  which  might  be  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  Colony 
and  unsuited  to  the  teiiii)er  aiul  habits  of  the  j)e(>ple.  When 
the  appointed  time  was  fully  expired,  tlic  following  order  was 
passed. 

['^^V  ]         is  <?V<rr<7/,  y*  seueiall  p'sons  out  of  each  county  shall 
'  J"''''    1)^'  cliosen  to  drawe  vp  a  body  of  lawes,  &  p'sent  them  to 
y  consiUeratioii  of     Genne'all  Cou'tc,  at  their  next  sitting.'" 

Under  this  order,  committees  of  six  persons  from  each  of  the 
three  counties  of  the  Colony  were  appointed.  At  the  next 
session  of  the  Court,  in  October,  some  changes  were  made  in 
the  formation  of  these  committees,  and  they  were  desired 

Mitss.  Hisi.  Coll.,  xxviii. .  iT.  f!  <  ,/  i**  Afa$t.  CcUi^  Rtttrdtt  iiL  2& 

*^  Introduction  lo  WaatUr-warking  Praz-iJeiKe,  ciiL 
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To  appoint  their  own?  meetings  for  the  riccomplishment  of  the  end 
so  desired.  vS:  to  make  their  returae  of  what  they  sliall  do  herein  to  the 
next  suing  ot  y  General!  Court." 

The  committee  from  Middlesex  was  composed  of  Herbelt 
Pelham  of  Cambridjje,  Increase  Nowell  of  Charlcstown,  the 
Rev.  Tbomas  Shcpard  of  Cambridge,  the  Rev.  John  Knowles 
of  Watertown,  Joseph  Hills  of  Charlcstown,  and  Lieutenant 
Edward  Johnson  of  Woburn.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  some  peculiar  funess  in  the  person  chosen,  that  while 
the  committees,  except  in  this  instance,  consisted  of  magistrates, 
ministers,  and  deputies,  Joseph  Hills,  who  was  neither,  was 
placed  upon  the  Middlesex  commission.  He  was  not  appointed 
upon  the  commission  as  it  was  first  constituted ;  but  upon  the, 
rcsijjnation  of  Captain  George  Cooke  of  Cambridjje,  who  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  that  year,  he  u  as  put  ^  "  in  Capt.  Cookcs 
roome.  at  iiis  request."  Johnson  and  Knoulcs  ap])ear  t-i  ha\'c 
taken  no  part  in  the  deliberations  of  tlie  Middlesex  committee.-' 

It  docs  not  appear  that  the  work  of  the  committees,  which 
was  simply  preparatory,  was  not  fully  and  promptly  performed; 
and  tlicre  is  reason  for  believing  that  a  code  drawn  by  Joseph 
Hills  from  the  statutes  of  England  and  other  source??  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Middlesex  committee  as  the  result  of  their  l.ibors, 
which,  with  the  reports  of  tlic  other  coinmiltccs,  was  before  the 
General  Court  at  the  session  in  Ma\',  1646.  The  book  of  Mr. 
Hills  was  afierwartls  lost  ;  and  "  alliiuu,i;;h  it  were  in  harvest 
time,"  he  ni  ule  another  copy  for  the  use  of  the  committee  which 
was  appointed  by  the  Court  in  the  following  order. 

[NTay  6,  1646.]  This  Con'te  thankefully  acccpi'*  y'  hhn'"  of  v''  seu- 
e'all  conimittcfs  of  y  seucrall  shieres  as  they  are  retou'ned  by  them,  & 
being  very  vnwilUng  y'  such  p'etious  labo's  should  lall  to  y"  ground 
w*N>ut  y'  good  successe  as  is  genne'ally  hoped  for,  have  though*  it 
meete  to  desier  Richard  Bellinghm,  Esq',  &  Left  Duncan,  M'  Nowell  & 
Lef  Johnson,  M'  Symonds  &  M'  Watdc,  to  cawse  each  committees  re- 
tou'ne  about  a  body  of  iawes  to  be  transcribed,  so  as  each  committee 

^  Mass.  Calmy  Ktetrds,  VL  isS.  working-man,**  Edward  Johiuon,  is 

Ihid.  claimed  to  have  been  tuost  serviceable. 

^  This  is  to  he  noted,  as  it  was  in  I'ide  Introduction  to  WaHder-werkiMg 

the  laboia  of  this  comnittte  that  **the  Pnnftdma^  ciii.  dv. 
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h.ivc  the  sight  of  y'  otheN  labu's :  y'  y""  j>'sons  meniiuiic  1  in  thiso'dcr 
be  pleased  to  meete  together  at  or  Uclore  the  teuth  of  August  next, 
at  Salem  or  Ipswich,  &  on  y*  p^vsing  &  examining  y'  whole  laboi*  of 
all  the  committees      y*  abieviatioti  of  y*  lawes  in  force,  w*^  M'  Bel- 

linghm  tooke  great  store  of  i>aynes,  &  to  goo<l  pu'jjt'sc,  in  &  vpon 
y*  whole  iloL  m;ike  retourne  to  y*^  next  session  of  y"'  t  ourtc  at  w'*'  time 
v'  Courto  intends,  by  y*  favo'  &  blessing  of  Ciod,  to  p'rccil  to  y  estab- 
lishing of  so  many  of  them  as  shalibe  ihuugtit  most  filt  for  a  body 
of  lawes  amongst  vs.* 

There  was  not  a  great  advance  in  the  w  ork  durini^  the  nioinlis 
which  intervened  between  this  and  tlic  succeeding  session  of  the 
Court.  There  were  the  codes  of  the  shire  coniiuittccs  to  be 
brought  into  unity  and  to  be  compared  with  the  existini?  laws; 
and  the  lost  conij)!!  tti  ui  of  Mr,  Hills  was  to  be  restored. 
There  were  also  other  atViirs  which  coulii  not  be"  passed  by;' 
and  il  was  !U)t  strani^c  that  the  ce)ninntlcc  could  not  present  a 
completed  code  at  the  appointed  time.  That  they  did  not  is 
evident  from  the  action  of  the  Court,  although,  misled  by  con- 
fidence in  Lieutenant  Johnson's  presence,  it  is  said  that  "the 
committee  completed  their  labors."**  In  the  order  of  the 
Court  thereupon,  the  failure  of  the  committee  to  perfect  its 
work  is  recognized.  There  is  no  indication  of  dissatisfaction 
at  the  result  nor  is  a  censure  implied  in  the  action  which  was 
taken ;  but  a  full  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  labor  and  the 
necessity  of  care  in  its  performance  is  expressed  It  may  be 
observed  that  Mr.  Hills,  whose  labor  had  forwarded  the  work, 
was  now  given  a  place,  by  name,  upon  the  committee  and  that 
Lieutenant  Johnson  was  not  reappointed. 

[November  4,  i646.j  I  he  CVte,  being  deeply  sensible  of  y*^  ear- 
nest expectation  of  the  country  in  gen'all  for  this  Co^ts  compkating  of 
a  txxly  of  lawes  for  y'  betf  &  more  ord'Iy  weilding  all  y*  affaires  of  this 

common  wealth,  wiling  also  to  their  utmost  to  answere  their  honest  & 
harty  desires  therein,  unexpectedly  p'vente<!  by  multitude  of  oth'  press- 
ing occasions,  thinke  fit  necessary  y'  this  Co  te  make  choyre  of  two 
or  three  of  o'  hono'ed  magistrals,  w'"  as  many  of  y'  <lepuiies,  to  p'use, 
ejiamine,  compare,  transcribe,  correct,  &  compose  in  good  order  all  y* 
liberties,  lawes,  &  orders  extant  w*^  us,  &  furtb'  to  p^use  &  p'fect  all  such 

Mms.  Celiiny  Recordi,  iii.  74,  75.  Introduction  to  WmJtr-working 


Digitized  by  Google 


>74 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN. 


oth's  as  are  tlrawne  up,  6.:  to  p'sent  such  ot  them  as  they  find  necessary 
for  us,  as  also  to  suggest  what  they  deeme  needful  to  be  aded,  as  also 
to  consider  &  contriiie  some  good  methode  ft  order,  titles,  &  tables  for 
compiling  y*  whole,  so  as  we  may  have  ready  lecomse  to  any  of  them 
upon  all  occastoos,  whereby  we  may  manifest  o'  utt''  disaffection,  to 
arbitrary  goverm',  &  so  nil  relations  be  safely  &  sweetly  (lirecte<l 
p'fected  in  all  their  iust  rights  &  priviledges,  desireing  thereby  to  make 
way  for  printing  o'  lawes  for  more  piiblike  «S:  p'htable  use  of  us  &  o' 

successo's.  O*  honored  GoVn',  M'  Bellingham,  M'  Hibbens,  M'  Hill,  & 
M'  Duncan,  as  a  committee  for  y*  bustnes  above  mentioned,  or  any 
three  of  them  meeting,  y*  oth'  haveing  notice  thereof,  shalbe  sufficient 
to  carry  on  y  worke.* 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  work  of  compilation  and  com- 
parison was  not  diligently  followed,  although  the  writer  before 
quoted  sees  that,  as  the  "  working  man  **  had  been  removed, 
"little  or  nothing  was  done."*  Care  and  deliberation,  no 
doubt,  retarded  a  labor  which  it  would  have  been  unwise  to 
hurry  or  imperfectly  perform.  At  the  next  Court,  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  time  was  admitted ;  but  it  is  apparent  that  the  new 
code  was  so  far  advanced  that  a  limit  could  be  placed  for  its 
completion.  Lieutenant  Johnson  was  now  restored  to  the 
committee. 

[May  26,  1647.]  The  Co'te,  und'standing  y*  y'  committee  for 
p'fecting  y"  lawes  appointed  by  y*^  last  nen'all  Co'te,  through  streights  of 
time  &  oth'  things  intervening,  have  nut  attained  what  they  expected,  & 
on  all  hands  so  mucii  desired,  touchmg  a  body  of  lawes,  thinke  meete 
&  necessary  y*  o'  hono'ed  Gov'n',  M*  Bellingham,  M*  Hibbens,  y*  Audi- 
to'  Genfall,  Leift  Johnson,  &  M'  HiUs  be  chosen  as  a  committee  of  this 
Cote  to  do  y*  same,  according  to  y  aforesaid  ord%  against  y*  next  ses- 
sions in  y  8**  m*.  or  y*  next  Gen'all  Co^e." 

The  connection  of  Lieutenant  Johnson  with  the  committee 
may  not  have  delayed  its  action.  There  is  no  evidence  that  it 
hastened  what  was  already  near  completion.  The  work  of  the 
committee  at  lai^  now  appears  to  have  been  one  of  criticism  or 
approval.  The  weightier  labor  of  preparation  and  arrangement 
had  been  left  to  Mr.  Hills;  and  that  it  had  been  left  in  careful 
and  skilful  hands  the  code  of  1648,  as  it  has  been  preserved  in 
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that  of  1660,  bears  ample  proofs.  At  the  next  session  of  the 
Court  the  results  were  evident.  **  Five  Books  or  Row  Is,"  pre- 
pared by  Joseph  Hills,  were  presented  and  the  transcription  of 
a  perfect  copy  for  the  press  was  authorized.  This  action  was 
taken  in  two  orders,  the  hitter  of  which  was  passed  towards  the 
close  of  the  session.  Edward  Johnson,  whose  j)rcsence  upon 
the  committee  had  been  intenniltent,  was  again  dropped  and 
ajjpeared  no  more  in  connection  with  the  compilation  of  the 
early  laws.*' 

[November  11,  1647.]  The  lawes  being  to  be  put  in  print,  it  is 
meete  y*  they  should  be  ronveniently  penned ;  y'fore  it  is  desired  y'  y'= 
committee  for  drawing  up  y'  lawes  wilbc  careful!  y'in,  &  to  y'  purpose 
they  have  hb'ty  lo  make  ^mc  ciiange  uf  fortue,  to  put  in  apt  words,  as 
occasion  shall  require,  p^vided  sence  &  meaning  in  any  law,  or  ]ft 
theteof  be  not  changed.* 

[November  11,  1647.]  The  lawes  now  being  in  a  mann*  agreed 
upon,  &  y*  Co'le  drawing  to  an  end,  it  is  time  to  take  onl' :  i.  How 
all  alt'ations  of  form'  lawes  may  be,  w'^out  mistaking,  compared  &  fair 
written ;  2.  \'  all  ould  lawes  not  altered  be  also  written  in  same 
^PPy  \  3-  Y'  y'  be  a  committee  chosen  for  y*  basines,  to  be  made  ready 
a^  y*  first  day  of  y*  first  ro°  next,  so  as  y*  Co^te  of  Assistants,  if  they  see 
cause,  may  advise  for  a  Gen'all  Co'te,  to  p'pare  y"  for  y*  presse. 

4.  Y'  y'  be  larg  margents  left  at  both  sides  of  y*  leafe,  i^'  heads  of 
each  law  written  on  y'  two  outsides  y'of,  ilk  upon  y*  oth'  inargent  any 
references,  scripttues,  or  y*  like ;  5.  Y'  these  be  written  coppy  wise. 
The  Gov'n%  M'  Bellingham,  Hill,  Auditor,  &  Ting  are  ioyned 
in  y*  committee,  to  act  according  aa  in  y*  pap'  is  expresKd.* 

The  new  code,  being  completed  and  approved,  although  there 
is  no  record  of  its  formal  acceptance,  was  now  in  tlic  hands  of 
the  committee  for  its  final  cxaraination.  Two  copies  were  made 
for  the  press,  one,  perhaps,  by  Mr.  HilU  himself,  the  other,  cer- 
tainly, by  his  son-in-law,  John  Wayte.    The  following  orders 

"[Ntarrh,  164^]  Lcift  Johnson,  his  biographer,  "ft  is  highly  probalile 
upon  bis  request,  (being  prewed  that  he  was  wholly  absorbed  during  the 
many  urgent  occasions.)  is  dismised   spring,  summer,  and  fall  in  revising  and 

fco^  any  furth' attendance  on  >'"•  service  printing    the   Ma>>achusetts    Laws  of 

of  y*  CCte."   Mass.  Colony  RecorJt,  ii.  1648."    Introduction  to  Wonder-wot kinf^ 

931.   This  extract  is  of  little  interest,  Prooidtmt,  cv^  cvi. 

except  that  it  may  he  noted  as  forming  *  Afast.  Colony  RetardttU.  Vfy 

the  corner  stone  of  the  Johnson  theory.  ^  Ibid.,  217,  218. 

"What  was  tUs  tnient  busineaa?'*  asks 
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contain  the  action  of  tlic  Court  concerning  the  two  co[)ics ;  and 
it  was  by  the  authority  of  the  second  order  that  the  new  laws 
were  sent  to  ihc  press. 

[March,  164  The  Co'te  doth  conceive  it  meete  that  John 
Wayte  of  Ch.irkhtowne  Village,  shall  be  alowed  out  of  tlic  next  country 
rate,  for  hib  writing  one  booke  of  the  lawes,  6c  for  fuiding  paper  fur 
both  bookes,  4'  i8sh'.* 

[Much,  i64ji.]  The  Co^e  doth  de»fe  that  Rawaon  &  M'  Hill 
compare  y*  amendments  of  the  bookes  of  lawes  passed,  &  make  them 
as  one ;  &  one  of  them  to  remaine  in  y*  hands  of  y*  rammittce  for 
y*  speedy  committing  of  them  to  the  presse,  &  y*  oth*  to  xemaine  in 
y'^  hands  of  y*  Secretary*  sealed  up,  till  y  next  Co'te.'* 

In  the  May  following  the  new  code  was  at  the  press,  and  it 
seems  probable  that  the  printing  was  completed  during  the 
year,  although,  perhaps,  not  until  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Court  in  the  fall.**  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  Auditor- 
General,  Nathaniel  Duncan,  and  Joseph  Hills,  are  the  only 
persons  who  are  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
printing. 

[May  13, 1648.]  It  is  erdnd^  that  the  coppie  of  lawes  in  the  two 
roles,  which  were  by  order  of  Court  sealed  vp,  with  intent  that,  if  here- 
after any  rjucstion  should  ari>L'  ;d)out  the  coppie  now  at  the  prc?;=sc,  it 
might  be  examined  by  this,  wherby  the  faythfuUnes  of  the  committee 
might  be  trie<i,  6:  ihat  the  other  coppie,  now  remayning  with  M'  Hill, 
should  forthwi^  be  sent  for,  for  the  vse  of  the  Coart.* 

[May  13,  1648.]  Its  erdrtdt  that  the  audito'  gen:  &  M'  Joseph 
Hill  shall  examine  the  lawes  now  at  the  presse,  &  to  see  if  any  materiall 
law  be  not  put  in  or  mentioned  in  the  table  as  beinge  of  force,  &  to 
make  soply  of  them.** 

[October  27,  1648.]  It  is  ordred  by  the  Court,  that  the  booke  of 
lawes,  now  at  the  presse,  may  be  sould  in  quires  at  3'  the  booke; 

1*  Mau,  C^ony  Httords^  iL  227.  ber,  164S.  that  a  price  could  be  set  upon 

"  lUd.,  330.  it  i  and  if  it  was  not  presented  to  the 

**  I  preiPer  to  call  the  first  publication  Court  antil  May,  1649.  it  was  beeat»e 

of  the  1-aws  the  Miissachtnetts  Lau<s  of  the  Court  did  not  meet  between  the 

IQ^,  «lthougi)  Whitmore,  in  his  intro-  close  of  the  October  se&sioD  and  that 

daction  to  the  Cctvmai  Laws  ef  AfoMta-  time.   Johnson  says.  *'in  the  year  164ft 

(husdts,  HMO,  79,  prefers  tli.    il.i'.i,  of  ihcy  were  printed. " 

1649.    It  seenut  evident  from  the  ex-        ^  Mats.  Cohny  Rc(ffrdi,  m.  125. 

traos  given  in  the  text  that  the  book         Ibid.,  tja 

wan  so  far  towards  completion  in  Octo* 
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ffvided,  that  every  member  of  this  Court  shall  haue  one  without  price, 
the  auiHto'  j^enenll,  i"^'  M'  Joseph  Hills,  for  which  there  shnll  be  fifty 
in  all  taken  vpp,  to  be  so  disposed  of  by  the  appoyntment  of  this 
Court" 

So  the  Lnwes  and  Lih'^rtyes  of  Massachmctts  Bay^  the  hrst 
printed  code  of  enacted  laws  in  New  England,  was  given  to  the 
world,  in  the  words  of  Edward  Johnson,  who  would  have  been 
surprised  at  the  claim  which  a  later  generation  has  made  for 
him, 

To  be  scon  of  all  men,  to  the  end  that  none  may  plead  ignorance, 
and  that  all  who  intend  to  transport  themselves  hiti^er,  may  know  this 
is  no  place  of  licentioas  libeity,  nor  win  this  people  sikfier  any  to 
trample  down  this  Vineyard  of  the  Lord.'' 

This  book,  which  was  printed  by  Stephen  Daye  at  the  press 
in  Cambridge,  was  probably  issued  in  an  edition  of  six  hundred 
copies.  Mr.  Whitmore  has  ^own,  by  the  trac«»  which  are  left 
in  the  Laws  of  t66o,  that  it  contained  about  fifty^six  pages  of 
text;  and  other  matter  may  have  filled  out  the  sixty-eight 
ps^^es  of  the  seventeen  sheets  which  appear  to  have  been  used.** 
It  was  carried  to  each  town  in  the  Colony,  and  was  in  the  hands 
of  all  the  leading  men.  It  was  carried  out  of  Massachusetts, 
and  left  its  impress  upon  the  laws  of  at  least  two  colonies.  Yet 
it  has  utterly  disappeared.  In  less  than  ten  years  no  copies 
were  "  to  be  had  for  the  supply  of  the  Country."  •  How  long 
stray  copies  may  have  remained  may  not  now  be  known ;  but 

*  Maa.  Cetony  Rttordt,  iii.  144.  Tt  b  Afatsaehusettt,  1660,  86,  95.  American 
si'^nifi  .itil  il.at  Johnson,  wlm  \v,i^  not  a  Antuf.  So.  Proc.,  April.  1888,  299,  300. 
member  of  the  Court  in  that  year,  was       "»  Address  "  to  our  beloved  Brethren 
not  considered  in  the  distribution.  and  Neighbors,*'  prefixed  to  the  Massa- 

*  If  Ihc  tillc  of  tli'j  l  aws  of  164S  is  chusetts  Laws  of  \(/>o.  Tlu  l.iw>  of 
preserved  in  that  of  the  edition  of  1660  Massachuaettii  and  the  codes  of  Con* 
it  was.  TketBoolnftk*  GeiitmlfLAVrtS  necticnt  and  New  Haven  maybe  com- 
A\D  lAhV-Kisv-i^  toncernitti^  t/ie  fnkalh  pared  in  Whitmore,  Cc'mut/  Lmvs  of 
itiiHls  of  the  i  Mass.i(husttSt  tclUcitd  mtt  0/  Massathmttts,  1660;  Trumbull,  PuHic 
the  Records  o/ltht  General  Court,  for  ItHvris  0/  tkt  C^4my  ef  Conntetiatt,  L 
the  teveral  years  uh  erin  they  'vere  Tn  jJf  ^oc^,  563  •  ^^o^'dly,  Records  of  the  Colony 
UnJ I tslMished.  A  similar  title,  with  ^  AVit' //i«'c«,  ii.  571, 616.  The  code  of 
extracts  from  the  \^^»X.  itself,  is  pre-  New  Haven  was  first  printed  at  London, 
served  in  Tborowgood.//T£»« /w /*/wr-nf(j,  in  1656;  and  the  reader  is  advised  that 
published  fn  1650.  Vide  X.  E.  flist.  and  "  they  have  made  use  of  the  Lawes  pul> 
Ceneal.  Register,  xliv.  129.  lished  by  the  Honomable  Colanyol  the 

"  WondtT'Vwrking  Prmidtntt,  2o6i  MassacbusetS." 
"  IntroductioD  to  Cdmht  Lawt  ^ 
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iioae  have  been  found  in  the  old  collections  which  were  being 
gathered  when  such  copies  might  well  have  been  in  existence. 
For  half  a  centuiy  antiquaries  and  scholars  have  looked  in  vain 

for  the  one  copy  which,  if  found,  would  be  one  of  the  most 
precious  books  known  in  American  bibliography.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that,  while  a  supplement  to  the  laws  was  published  in 
1651,  and  others,  perhaps,  in  1654  and  in  1657.  not  a  leaf  or 
scrap  has  been  recognized  as  belonging  to  them.  Nevertheless, 
the  work  of  Joseph  Hills  has  not  wholly  passed  away;  for  as 
the  code  of  i''»72  contains  the  form  of  that  of  1660,  so  the  latter 
has  preserved  for  us  its  predecessor  of  ;  and  the  careful 
student,  by  the  help  of  its  marginal  references,  may  reconstruct,, 
in  part,  the  pages  of  the  earlier  book. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Court  in  May,  1649,  when  the 
printed  code  was  presented  as  a  finished  work  and  may  have 
received  its  final  approbation,  the  services  of  Mr.  Hills  were 
rccu;^'ni/.ed  in  the  following  vote:  — 

[May  II,  1649.]  M'  Josepii  Hill  is  graunted,  as  a  gratuity,  tenn 
pounds,  to  be  paid  bim  out  of  the  treasury,  for  his  paines  about  the 
printed  lawes.** 

At  the  same  Court,  with  Richard  Bcllinghani,  the  Secretary, 
Increase  Nowell,  and  Edward  Rawson,  Mr.  Hills  was  appointed 
to  examine  and  put  in  fittin^^  order  the  public  [)a])ers  recei\  ed 
from  the  late  Governor,  John  W'intlirop  and  in  the  fill  of  the 
same  year,  the  Court,  by  the  follcnvin;^  order,  showed  its  ajipre- 
ciation  of  the  printed  laws  and  its  approval  of  the  labors  of 
Joseph  Hills. 

[OetoVier  iS,  1640.]  The  Courte.  finding  by  experi<'nrp  the  preat 
brncfnt  that  doth  redound  to  the  eomitry  by  putting  of  the  lawes  mto 
printc,  doe  judge  it  very  requisite  tliai  those  lawes  also  that  have  past 
the  consent  of  the  Gennerall  Coorte  smce  the  booke  of  lawes  were 
printed  should  be  forthw*^  committed  to  the  presse,  and  therefore  have 
appointed  Richard  Bellingham,  Esq',  M'  Increase  Nowell,  M'  Nathaniel! 
Duncan,  Capt  Rob'  Kenine,  and  M'  Joseph  Hill,  or  nny  three  of  them, 
a  committee  to  p'sse  .and  ]>re])are  them,  w"'  those  l.uvis  also  referred  to 
in  the  end  of  the  printed  lawes,  w'^  a  suitable  table,  making  their 
retoume  to  the  next  Courte  of  Election,  that  they  may  be  printed." 

•  Man.  C<>lony  Records,  iil  162.  ^  IWd^  164-  "  Ihid^  »7> 
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The  work  thus  ordered  was  apparently  performed  with  care, 
and  was  not  completed  until  a  year  had  passed,  when  the  result 
was  presented  to  the  Court  and  approved  1^  its  action. 

[October  iS,  1650.]  Itt  is  ordered^  that  Richard  Bellingham, 
Eaqoier,  the  secretary,  and  M'  Hills,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  appointed 

a  committee  to  take  onkr  for  the  printing  the  lawes  agreed  vppon  to 
be  printed,  to  determine  of  all  things  in  reference  therevnto,  agreeing 
with  the  president  ffor  the  printmg  of  them  withail  expedition,  and  to 
allow  the  title  if  there  be  cawse.** 

This  book,  which  was  printed  by  Samuel  Green,  the  successor 
of  Dave,  at  the  Cambritii;e  press,  contained  some  laws  uliich 
had  been  left  out  of  the  former  code  and  all  others  to  the  close 
of  the  year  1650;  and  it  is  referred  to  as  Liber  2  in  the  margins 
of  the  laws  of  1660  and  1672. 

Joseph  Hills  was  afterwards  placed  upon  several  committees 
for  the  examination  of  new  laws;  and  in  1654,  when  the  print- 
ing of  a  second  code  appears  to  have  been  contemplated,  it  was 
ordered :  — 

[May  3,  1654.]  That  M'  Sanuiel  Symonds,  Majo'  Denison,  &  M' 
Joseph  Hills  shall  examine,  compare,  reconcile,  &  place  together  in 
good  order  all  Conner  lawes,  both  printed  Sl  written,  &  make  fitt  titles 
&  tables  for  readf  recourse  to  any  p^ticnler  contayned  in  them,  &  to 
p'sent  the  same  to  the  next  Court  of  Elei  ti.tn  to  be  considered  of,  that 
so  ortler  miy  be  tnken  for  the  printing  of  the  same  in  one  booke, 
whereby  they  may  be  more  usefoli  then  now  they  are  or  can  be.*^ 

In  1661,  the  laws  having  been  reprinted  in  the  edition  of 
1660,  Joseph  Hills  was  joined  to  a  committee  with  the  deputy- 
governor,  Richard  Bellingham.  and  others  "to  penrse  such 
lawes  as  are  vnprinted  &  vnrepealed,  &  committ  them  to  the 
presse,  so  farr  as  they  shall  judge  convenient/** 

That  the  services  of  Mr.  Hills  in  the  preparation  and  codi- 
fication of  the  laws  should  have  been  forgotten  is  somewhat 
remarkable  in  view  of  the  distinctness  with  which  he  appears 
in  the  records  which  I  have  cited.  Mwre  remarkable  still  is  it 
that,  after  more  than  two  centuries  had  passed,  another,  who 
receives  but  a  meagre  mention  in  connection  with  the  transp 

•  Afau.  Colony  Rctordt,  iv.  (i),  35.  Ibid.,  iii.  342.      ♦*  Ibid.,  iv.  (2),  5. 
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action,  should  have  been  brought  forward  to  claim  his  hardly 
earned  honors.  However,  Joseph  Hills,  unconscious  tliat  he 
was  writing  his  defence  against  a  far-ofT  generation,  twice  put 
upon  record,  while  his  story,  if  false  or  overstated,  could  have 
been  disproved,  such  full  and  distinct  statements  of  his  lai>ors 
that  no  roonn  is  left  for  doubt;  and  those  statements  were  ad- 
mitted by  those  who  had  an  intimate  knowlcd'je  of  lils  life  and 
services.  The  first  of  these  was  that  petition  which  he  addressed 
to  the  General  Court  in  1653. 

To  ^  Hennor^  Court 

Jn  as  much  as  it  hath  pleased  the  Gen'all  Court  to  engage  me  in 
sundry  great  and  weighty  services  in  refference  to  all  the  generall  laws 

here  established  &  now  in  !>rint  ffor  publiq good,  Jn  Considera":  \v!iercuf 
as  J  conceive  a  Gratuity  of  Ten  jxjunds  \v;is  Appointed  mc  l  y  the 
Treasu':  which  as  it  holds  forth  the  good  an  cptmcc  of  the  Hono'd 
Court,  J  thankfully  acknowledge,  as  duty  binds  me  Vet  App'hending 
that  my  Great  care  paynes  &  studies  in  these  difficult  Jtnploymems  was 
not  truly  Jnfonned  or  vnd'stood,  J  desire  briefly  to  trader  you  an  Ac- 
count thereof  as  ffollows : 

1.  ffirst  it  pleased  the  Gcn'.ill  Court  to  jmploy  roe  in  a  slieir  Cmn- 
initte  to  draw  vpp  a  Body  of  l.iws  in  which  I  tooke  vnwearitd  p  ivni, 
p'using  all  the  Stat.  Laws  ol  lOngl.  in  Puiton  ati  Larye  out  of  whicli  J 
took  all  such  as  J  conceiued  sutable  to  the  condition  of  this  commonw"^ 
which  with  such  others  as  in  my  observation  Experiences  &  Serious 
Studies  J  thought  needful,  all  w"^!'  J  drew  vpp  in  a  Bookc  close  written 
Consisting  of  24.  pages  of  pap'  Jn  folio,  whi'^h  tippon  the  Committees 
p'usal.  viz.  M'  Noel.  M'  Pelham  M'  Tho:  Shepp'd  &  my  self.  J  was 
Appoiuied  to  draw  upp  for  the  vse  of  the  Gen''!  Court,  wiucii  Book  was 
by  some  means  lost  &  could  not  be  ffound.  ffor  further  Jmprovement  by 
anoth'.  committe  of  the  gen'?*  court  viz.  m'  BeUingham,  m!  Nat.  Ward. 
&c.  wheretippon  m'  Belli ngham  spake  to  mc  to  help  thein  to  Anoth* 
coppie  of  the  Aforesl'  Booke  wliich  jn  tender  Respect  to  jaibliq  f^ood, 
to  the  Hon"^  Court  &  Committee,  J  did  fTorthwith  Again  J  ranscribe  out 
of  my  ffirst  copi)ie  although  it  were  in  haruest  time. 

2.  Aifter  that  it  pleased  the  Gen''  Coart  Agatne  to  Jngage  me  in  the 
p^»ng  all  the  laws  in  the  Books  of  Records  to  Consider,  Compare, 
Compose  and  Transcribe  all  laws  of  publiq  Conc'nment,  coppie-wise  all 
■which  T  'lid  dmw  vpp  tofretluT.  nml  lirew  vpp  in  five  'n(if>ks  or  Rowls, 
which  done  were  examined  by  the  Committe  &  presented  to  the  Gen'? 
Court : 

3.  Thereuppon.  J  was  Ordered  by  the  Court  to  Transcribe  the  five 
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Books  affores  '  wiih  inme  nther  new  laws,  all  which  (save  onely  a  few  the 
Audit'  iliil)  j  vvuh  Circal  care  &  vigilancie  p'fformcd  ffrctjueiited 
the  presi>  &  otherwise  took  care  to  Examine  them  during  the  J  in- 
printing  the  same. 

4.  Since  which  it  pleased  the  Gen'."  Court  to  Appoint  me  w*^*  some 
Othen  to  Compose  &  Transcribe  the  Second  Booke  of  I^ws  Coppie- 
wise.  which  I  Allso  did  ;  which  Affter  Examination  by  the  (!'omtnutce 
was  allso  pSeiued  to  the  (ien'"  Court :  who  were  pleased  iiurliicr  to 
Jmploy  another  Coramitte ;  whereof  J  was  one,  to  ffitt  thera  ITor  the 
press.  Jn  all  which  Services  jn  reference  to  publiq  good  J  putt  ITorth 
my  selfe  to  the  vttermost  to  the  Great  Neglect  of  my  p'sonall  & 
p^ticul'  occasions  Devoting  my  selfe  there  vnto  ffor  the  most  p'  of  Two 
yenrs  tyme  (as  neer  |  r:m  remcmb')  the  benefit  whcrnf  doth  ]  hope 
\(.'r)c  maniiesily  Redound  both  to  court  it  Count r\  who  doubtless  vpixjii 
a  riglii  vnderstanding  will  not  be  unwilling  10  Afford  such  Due 
encouragement  &  Recompense  as  services  of  such  Jmportance  & 
Advantage  to  the  Countrie  doth  Require 

Your  Humble  Servant, 

Jos.  Hii-i-s. 

'Ihe  Magistrates  Referr  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  to  tlicire 
brethren  the  Deputies: 

Edward  Ram'sdn,  Secrd 

27  :  may  1^53 

The  Deputies  think  meete  to  allow  M'  Hills  ten  iionnds  out  of  the 
next  County  rate  la  reference  to  what  liercm  exprest  if  the  bono"* 
magistrates  please  to  Consent  thereto 

WlLUAM  TORREV,  CkrU, 

Consented  to  by  the  roagists  hereto 

Edward  Rawso.n,  S^  crd 

The  connection  of  Joseph  Hills  vrith  public  aflairs  was  not 
confined  to  his  labors  on  the  laws.  Having  been  elected  a 
representative  of  Charlestown  in  1646  and  1647,  he  was  in  the 
latter  year  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies ;  and  upon  the 

formation  of  the  town  of  Maiden  he  became  its  first  represen- 
tative and  continued  in  that  office  until  the  close  of  the  year 
1636.  For  some  reason  the  town  was  not  represented  at  the 
General  Court  froni  the  bej^inninij  of  the  year  i6S7  until 
December,  1660,  when  Joseph  Hills  again  appeared  as  its 
representative  anil  so  continued  until  the  end  of  1664.  In  the 
following  March  he  married,  as  his  fourth  wife,  Ann.  the  widow 

«  Matt,  Arckktf,  xlvH.  19.  Qt  Afatt.  Ctittgt  Jtet^dt,  iSL  308. 
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of  Henry  Lunt  of  Newbury/' and  he  is  supposed  to  have  re- 
moved, soon  after,  to  the  home  of  his  wife,  where  he  Itveil  until 

his  death. 

He  was  deputy  from  Newbury  in  1667  and  1669,  after  which 
he  appears  to  have  retired  to  private  life,  perhaps  in  view 
of  the  increasing  infirmities  which  burdened  his  latter  days. 
During  all  the  years  of  his  public  life  he  is  often  found  upon 
important  committees  and  serving  in  various  trusts ;  and  the 
records  of  the  Colony  and  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  show,  in 
their  many  references,  liow  bii-,y  was  his  life  ia  the  performance 
of  the  manifold  duties  wliich  came  to  him. 

Besides  that  for  the  labor  upon  the  laws,  he  appears  to  have 
had  claims  upon  the  Colony  for  mone\'  contributed  as  adven- 
turers, both  by  himself  and  Edward  Mellowes,  the  first  husband 
of  his  second  wife.  In  the  record  of  a  grant  of  hind  made  to 
William  I'arke  in  1653,  mention  i.s  niade  of  "the  land  lately 
graunted  to  Joseph  Hills,  at  a  place  called  Nanacanacu-."  ^ 
Three  years  later  this  grant  was  confirmed,  or  perhaps  an  addi- 
tional grant  was  made,  which  was  afterwards  laid  out  in  accord- 
ance with  the  following  votes:  — 

[.May  22,  1656.]    This  Court  doth  graunt  vnto        !     ph  Hills 

fine  hundred  .iloi-.  of  land  neere  Northwontuc  ke,  wlu-re  .M'  btadstreet 
iV  otlicrs  liaue  grannts  ;  &  it  is  in  (  nll^ilU■rat^)ll  of  an  adventure  of 
3  j  6  8^,  &  lor  seu'all  services  to  the  country.*'' 


«7  Row,  the  first  wife,  died  March  34. 

'I,  ^.  16*' ;  and  Mr.  Hills  tn.irtieit,  lune  :,). 
1651,  Hannah  (Smith),  the  widow  of 
Edward  Mellowes  of  Cbsurle^wn.  His 
fhhr!  wife  was  Helen,  or  ElfTinor,  Atkin- 
son, d-iughter  of  Hugh  Aikmson,  of 
Kendall,  CO.  Westmoreland,  whom  he 
married  January.  165V,.  She  was  living 
January  8,  166  „  but  died  I>efore  Novem- 
iK-r  10,  With  this  marriage  a 

curious  incident  was  connected,  which 
resulted  in  the  censure  of  Mr.  Hills  for 
breach  of  a  law  in  the  oJHle  which  had 
been  prepared  bv  himself. 

"[,\ptil  I.  1656.]    M'  Joseph  Hills 

of  Ma-,iU!i>n  Iv.iiif;  iv^eiUrd  Viy  tin.  fa.ii.fl 
Jury  for  marrying  of  himself,  contrary 
to  the  Law  of  this  Collony  page.  39  in 


y*  old  Booke.   Hee  freely  acknowledged 

liis  offence  therein,  and  Ms  niisvnt^trr- 
standing  the  grounds  nhcfwun  lie  went 
w*''  he  now  confesselh  to  be  vnwarrant- 
ablc,  ,\nd  was  Admonished  by  the 
Court."  Miiid.  Court  Kteords,  i.  95.  In 
this  he  had  followed  the  example  of  his 
associate,  Oovenior  Kellingham,  who 
married  himMclf,  in  1641,  to  rcnclo|>e 
Pciham.  and  escaped  censure  by  his 
position  upon  the  bench  as  a  magis- 
trate. Winthrop,  Hitiory  0/  /\Vw  Eu/f- 
land.  \\.  I  ^^r.  Hills  m.urii<l  Ann 
Lunt  at  Newbury,  March  S,  166^. 

**  Mau.  C«l<my  Reeprds^  ill,  300;  iv. 
(n,  to! 

«*  Ibid.,  iii,  415. 
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[May  31,  1660.]  In  ani^  to  the  petition  of  M'  Joseph  Hills,  the 
Court  judged  meete  to  giauot  that  Jonathan  Danforth  &  Jn*  or 
James  Parker  be  impowxed  to  lay  out  vnto  M'  Hill  the  fiue  hundred 
acres  formerly,  in  1656,  giaunted  him  in  any  place  not  formerly 
graunted.*° 

Norwottocke  or  Nanotuck  is  now  Northampton;  but  the 
grant  was  probably  laid  out  at  Dunstable*  where  he  owned  five 
hundred  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Once  more  he  appears 
upon  the  records  of  the  Colony  in  a  pathetic  petition,  in  which 
he  again  recites  in  detail  the  stoty  of  his  former  public  service. 

To  ike  hotfti  GfneraU  Court  kotden  at  Boston  34.  May^  1683 
J7u  peHHon  of  Joseph  HiUs^  kmmify  shemngt  How  it  hath  pleased  the 

riglueous  God  to  lay  vpon  y  petitioner,  a  smart  hand  qf  visitation  in 
the  later  part  of  his  pilgrimage  totally  bereaving  him  of  the  sight  of 
his  eyes,  for  more  than  4  yeares  now  past,  (besides  sundry  yeares  dim- 
ness before)  by  meanes  whereof  he  hath  been  utterly  uncapable,  of 
getting  or  saving  any  thing  towards  hb  necessary  subsistence,  being 
now  dso  more  than  80  yeares  of  age  besides  other  infirmities  of  body, 
which  long  have,  and  are  like  to  accompany  him  to  his  grave,  your 
petitioner  hath  not  been  backward  to  his  ability  to  be  serviceable  with 
his  person  &  estate  to  the  commonwealth  :  for  besides  other  or<iinary 
services,  it  pleased  y*  court  to  make  him  one  of  the  county  conimiity 
to  draw  vp  some  orders  necessary  for  y"  country,  in  which  service  J 
went  ouer  all  y*  Statutes  in  Pulton  at  large,  collected  such  as  J  deemed 
just  &  necessary,  drew  them  up  in  a  small  book  in  folio>  and  trans- 
mitted  them  according  to  order  to  the  grand  committy  at  boston  (viz) 
M'  Winthrop,  M'  Ward  5:  others,  after  this  it  jileasetl  the  Court  to 
appoint  a  committy  to  draw  vp  a  Ixxly  of  lawes  lor  the  Colony 
(viz)  M'  Winthrop  &  sundry  others  whereof  your  petitioner  was  one, 
to  examine  all  y*  court  records,  from  y*  first  to  that  time,  which  for 
avoyding  of  far  greater  charge  it  being  the  woike  but  of  one  fell  to 
my  lot  to  be  active  in,  in  which  J  went  ouer  y'  2  old  bookes  of 
rcrurdes,  y^  book  of  libertyes,  &  y*  great  lx)oke  thL-n  vV  since  in  y* 
hands  of  M'  Rawson,  which  lawes  J  brought  together  under  theyr 
proper  heades  coppy-wise  with  exact  markes  of  y*  severall  emendations 
one  way  or  other  made  therein  which  (after  examination  &  approba- 
tion of  y*  court)  J  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  the  presse,  which  J 
did,  putting  them  together  under  theyr  proper  he  id^  witli  y'  dates 
of  y""  sundry  lawes  in  the  foot  tliereof,  in  the  year  16  in  an  ali/[i.il>et- 
ical  order,  with  an  apt  table  for  y*  more  ready  recourse  to  each  law : 

Mtu.  L'«loHy  Rttmrdt^  iv.  (1),  430. 
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for  which  last  service  it  i  kascd  the  court  to  make  mc  ^lome  allowance, 
which  tn  nn-  Satisfaction,  though  short  of  the  elalx)raie  rare,  paincs 
and  time  spent  therein  (these  things  J  should  not  have  touched  upon, 
but  tliat  there  are  few  of  y*  Court  as  now  constituted  that  bad  y« 
opertunity  to  have  y*  cognizance  thereof.  The  premises  considered 
my  petition  is  that  J  may  be  freed  from  all  publick  assessments  to  y* 
country,  County,  (and  secular  tliinges  for  y'  towne  if  it  may  be)  for  my 
infirme  person  and  httle  estate  now  left,  during  the  remiining  part  of 
my  pilgrimage  in  this  vale  of  leares.  So  wiih  my  dayly  prayers  to  god 
only  wise  Just,  &  roercHull  to  guide  you  in  all  yotur  momentous  con- 
cernmente  J  crave  leave  U>  subscribe  myseUe 

Your  very  humble  servant 

Joseph  Hills 

Jn  answer  to  this  petition  the  Mags:  Judge  meet  that  y*^  petitioner  bce 
freed  from  Country  &  County  rates  during  his  life,  their  B?  the  Depu- 

tyes  hereto  consenting. 

June ;  I  :  82  :  P.  Bt;LK£L£Y  order 

Consented  to  by  the  Deputs. 

\N'lLLlAM  TORREY  Ckric}'^ 

A  little  longer  he  lingered  in  the  darkness  and  the  infirmities 
of  age,  dying  at  Newbury,  February  5,  168^,  at  the  age  of 

eighty-five  ycars.^ 

In  the  year  of  the  removal  of  Joseph  Hills  to  Newbury  the 
town  \va<?  not  represented  at  the  General  Court;  but  the  next 
'^■'^    year,  John  Wayte,  who  had  followed  his  father-in-law  as  captain 
-  of  the  trainband,  was  clccteil  a-^  his 

X  successor  in  the  office  of  town  rep- 

^  rescntative.    For  an  unbroken  series 

of  nineteen  years  he  filled  this  office,  an  honorable  service,  the 
duration  of  which  is  unparalleled  by  that  of  any  other  rc})rcsciit- 
ative  in  tht-  history  of  the  town.  Like  his  predecessor,  he 
filled  man>-  places  of  trust  .ind  importance  in  the  Ci>lony,  the 
county,  and  the  town.    In  1680  he  was  appointed  upon  a  com- 

*'  .1/,.'  '  ArrhtTf^.t  i^z.  ifS6     "The  library  of  tl/i^  College  is 

^-  The  will  of  Joseph  Hills,  dated  very  cotisiderable,  being  well  furnished 

Sept.  I4«  1687,  Suffolk  Co.  Wills,  x.  24S,  with  books,  and  malhcmatical  instru- 

U  printed  in  X.  E.  Hist,  and  Gemai.  mcnls.    Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  Sir  John 

Re^ster,  viii.  309.    His  connection  with  Maynard,  Mr.  Baxter,  and  Mr.  Joseph 

President  Dunster  points  to  him  as  the  Hill,  were  benefactors  to  it.**  Mas* 

benefactor  to  the  library  of  Harvard  Uut.  CM^  xii.  to8. 
Collie  inentioned  by  John  Diinton  io 
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mittee  to  revise  the  laws,  a  duty  with  which  hu  labor  in  1647 
and  his  long  experience  as  a  legislator  had  doubtless  made 
him  familiar;  and  in  1683  he  received  the  honor  of  a  nomina- 
tion to  the  magistracy  or  Court  of  Assistants.^ 

At  this  time  the  strife  between  the  people  of  New  England 
and  the  mother  countiy,  as  represented  by  its  rulers,  had  begun. 
On  the  one  hand  spies  and  informers  were  busy,  and  the 
ground  was  being  prepared  for  the  short  and  tyrannical  rule 
of  Andros.  On  the  other  side  stood  the  parQ^  of  liberty,  at 
times  with  petitions  to  the  king,  at  others  with  prayers  to  the 
Ruler  of  nations,  but  always  with  an  unflinching  hold  upon 
their  duties  and  their  rights.  Arbitrary  orders  were  openly 
disobeyed  or  silently  disregarded.  Captain  Wayte  was  iden- 
tifted  with  the  popular  party,  and  his  name  is  on  the  roll  of 
honor  in  the  "  Articles  of  high  misdemeanour  exliibitcd  against 
a  faction  in  the  generall  court,"  in  which  I!dward  Randolph 
denounced  to  the  British  government  tlic  eight  magistrates  and 
fifteen  delegates  who  defended  their  chartered  rights.^' 

In  1684  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies. 
In  the  quaint  language  of  a  document  relating  to  him,  he  soon 
after  became  *'  dark  "  and  ended  his  public  life  when  most 
honored.  The  petition  in  which  he  related  his  misfortune  and 
asked  relief  from  his  military  duties  is  elsewhere  given.  He 
died  September  26,  1693,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

■*  HutcbiiMon.  C^ettiom  ffP^ers^  541.  *<  Ibid.,  527. 
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pie  "  were  without  y*  seales  of  y*  covenant,"  unless  they  were 
adminblered  by  such  transient  supplies  as  had  been  furnished 
before  the  time  of  Mr.  Matthews  by  "  young  Students  from  the 
Colledg  "  and  others.' 

It  seems  very  likely  that  Nathaniel  Upham,  a  son  of  John 
Upham»  who  had  removed  from  Weymouth  to  Maiden  a  few 
years  before,  may  have  preached  here  a  short  time  at  this  period. 
He  had  probably  been  educated  in  England,  had  been  made  a 
freeman  in  1653,  and  was  certainly  here  in  16S4.  He  died  in 
Cambridge,  March  20,  i66>$,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years, 
having  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Stedman  of  that 
town,  only  fifteen  days  before.*  The  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth 
speaks  of  him,  in  the  Roxbury  Church  Records,  as  "  m^  Vpham 
who  sometime  preached  at  Maiden."  ^  Considering  his  age  and 
known  presence  in  Maiden  in  1653  and  1654, 1  must  place  the 
time  of  his  brief  ministration  here  after  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Matthews,  rather  than  before  his  coming,  as  did  the  editor  of 
the  Bi-Centennia1  Book,  who  made  an  error  of  eleven  years  in 
the  date  of  his  deaths 

Be«des  the  "  forlorn  condition  "  into  which  the  people  had 
fallen,  there  are  indications  that  the  Matthews  case  had  left  em- 
bers of  discontent  and  "  private  burnings,"  which  were  not  likely 
to  be  conducive  to  great  spiritunl  peace,  and  which  appear  to 
have  been  the  prolific  cause  of  strife  for  many  years.  It  was 
while  in  such  an  unpromising  condition  that  Maiden  received  a 
minister  who  was  destined  to  spend  a  long  life  with  her  people 
and  whose  name  became  a  household  word  throughout  the 
English  colonies. 

wholesome  Doctrines  deJivered  by  Paa-  government,  being  held  in  subjet  tion  by 
tor  or  Teacher  are  spoken  afainat  1^  the  ruling  elders,  who  govern  all  affairs 
any."  mm.ifr-workini^  Prm'idemc  5.  of  the  church."  HutcbilUOD,  CMtCttm 
Cf!  Mather,  Magnalia,  Hook  5  (2),  chap,    of  Pafers,  500. 

vti.  For  aome  reason  the  office  of  ruling       *  JohnsoD,   Wondtr^vurHng  Prmii- 

cVIrr  fell  int'  i  rli^repiitr.  ahhnimh  in  some  dttUt,  SII. 

churches  ii  was  rct.uncil  lutu  the  eigh-  *  She  married  {2),  April  27.  1669, 

teenih  century.    I'erhaps  an  explanation  Henry  Thompson  of  Cambridge  and 

Tnav  h.  f  .um'l  in  the  words  of  VAmvtA  Boaton,  and  (3)  John  Sharp  of  Cam- 

Kandoiph.    '  I  he  clergy."  he  wrote  tO  bridge.   She  died  March  ^  tfjS,  aged  58. 

the  Privv  Council, "  are  for  the  most  part  *  AV/vr/  ,  '      [iWm]  Xt€9rd  Com- 

very  civiU  and  inclining  to  bi«  Majeaties  muuontrt,  vi.  199. 
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This  was  Michael  VVigglesworth,  who  at  the  time  of  his  call 
was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  havinij  been  burn  in 
land,  October  i8.  163 1.  The  place  of  his  binh  was  undoubledly 
in  Yorkshire;  and  he  iclls  ns  that  it  was  "an  un^odl)'  Place," 
which  "  was  consumed,  w  ''  tire  in  a  great  part  of  it,  after  God 
had  brouL^iit  "  his  parents  out  of  it.*'  He  was  the  only  son  of 
Edward  Wi^^^glcsworth  and  his  wife,'  "  Godly  Parents,  that  feared 
y  Lord  greatly,  even  from  their  youth,"  who  "meeting  with 
opposition  &  persecution  for  Rehgion,  because  they  went  from 
their  own  Parish  Church  to  hear  y*  word&Receiv  y'  L'  supper, 
&c.,  took  up  resolutions  to  pluck  vp  their  stakes  &  remove  them- 
selves to  New  Ivnglaad/*  Landing  at  Charlestown  in  the  early 
fall  of  1638.  they  soon  removed  by  sea  to  New  Haven,  where, 
"  Winter  approaching,  we  dwelt  in  a  Cellar  partly  under  ground 
covered  with  earth  the  first  winter." 

The  next  summer  the  boy  Michael,  being  then  in  his  ninth 
year,  was  sent  to  Ezekiet  Cheever,  afterwards  the  celebrated 
pedagogue  of  New  England,  who  passed  from  the  teacher's 
bench  to  the  new  life  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety^four  years, 
so  long  was  he  master  of  the  rod  and  the  rudiments,  who  at 
that  time  taught  school  in  his  own  house.'*'   Here  the  child 

•  Autobiof^raphy  of  M,  WiggUxuMn-tk.  don,  January      1^1%    He  was  the  son 

The  full  paper  may  be  found  in  the  of  Ezekiel  and  Margaret  Clit;e\cr  and 

Christian  Rf^^sti'r.  June       1S50;  Xiw  was  educated  at  Cambridge,    lie  came 

Eng.  Hitt.  and  Cnual,  Kegister,  xvii.  to  Boston  in  1657.   The  next  year  he 

137-139;  Dean,  AfemMrtf  Rev.  Hi,  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  married 

gUm/orth,  136-139;  Dt^  «f  If«m,  Ed.  his  tirst  wife,  Mary  .  who  died  ].\\\- 

1SO7,  10-12.  uary  201, 1649.   At  New  Haven  he  Uu^hi 

7  Edward  Wiggtcsworth  lived  ■*  under  school  and  preached  occasiooalty,  being 
gre.it  &  sfirc  .iffliction  for  y*  space  of  13  at  one  time  nought  as  a  pastor  fi>i  the 
yeers  a  pattern  of  faith,  patience,  hii-  Maiden  church.  An  interesting  acount 
millty,  &  heavenlymindcdness,"  (Wig-  of  his  trial  before  the  church  at  New 
plc^wnrth,  AHtof>io;;raphy)\  and  died  at  Haven,  in  which  he  displ.Tved  murh  fear- 
New  Haven,  October  1,  1653.  He  left  a  Ies.<iness  and  self-reliance,  ami  wiiich  re- 
tmdow,  Esther,  and  two  children,  Michael  suited  in  his  being  "  cast  out  of  the  bodv. 
and  Abigail.  The  latter  is  supposed  to  till  the  proud  flesh  be  destroyed,  and  he 
have  been  wife  (1)  of  Renjamin  Sweet-ser  be  brought  into  a  more  member  like 
of  Mystic  Side,  a  forward  HaptiT>t.  and  frame."  is  preserved  in  CM.  Cmh,  t/itt* 
(2)  of  the  Kev.  Ellis  Callender  of  the  So.  i.  22-51. 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Boston.  Cf.       From  New  Haven  he  went  to  Ipswich, 

De.iii.  .^fi-rn,  ir  of  IVigj^lcnoortkt  47,  KoA  becoming  the  first  mastt  r  f  f  tlie  dram- 

Wyman,  CharUittwn,  921.  mar  School  there,  and  marrying.  No- 

'  Eielitel  Clieever.  the  famous  pedar  vember      1652,  his  second  wife,  Ellen 

gogiieof  NewEn^and,waabomatLoii>  Lathrop  of  Beverly,  who  became  the 
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*•  begnn  to  make  Latin  8c  to  get  forward  apace."  Necessitated, 
lu)\vc\  L  t  ,  b)  an  ever  increasing  paralysis  of  the  limbs  and  body 
which  attacked  his  father  after  an  injury  to  the  s]>ine,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  school  for  other  employments  until  he  had  lost 
all  that  he  had  "  gained  in  the  Latinc  Tonfjue." 

When  he  had  attained  his  fourteenth  year,  he  was  again  sent 
to  scliooi,  apparently  somewhat  against  his  will,  for  he  after- 
wards wrote:  "At  th.it  time  I  had  httle  or  no  disposition  to  it." 
In  a  little  time  he  reco\  ci  cd  what  he  had  lost  and  so  improved 
his  time  that  in  less  than  tlircc  \  i  ars  he  finished  his  preparatory 
studies,  and  went  to  Cambridge,  where  the  infant  college,  which 
President  Dunsler  had  begun  to  invii^oratc  with  lasting  life, 
received  him  as  a  member  of  its  eighth  chiss.  A  remark  of 
lijcrease  Mather  leads  lue  to  infer  that  it  was  not  altogether  his 
father's  wish  tliat  he  should  enter  college.  He  speaks  of  him  as 
"  being  favored  with  a  learned  education  after  his  father  had 
designed  otherwise  concerning  him;"^  but  Mr.  Wigglesworth, 
himself,  siys;  "My  Father  I  suppose  was  not  wel  satisfied  in 

mother  u{  the  future  pistor  of  Maiden  Uis  Latin  AectJtnt*  wu  used  in  the 

and  Rumney  Marsli.   In  i<S6i  he  re-  schoob  of  this  country  for  neaily  one 

moved  to  Cliarlcstowti.  "where  he  La-  huntircci  and   fifty  years  and  p.isscd 

boured  Nine  Vears.    h'rom  Chartstgwn,  through  at  least  twenty-one  editions, 

he  came  over  to  Bostmt,  Jan.  6l  1670.  Samuel  Walker,  an  eminent  in»tructor> 

where  his  Labours  were  i  untli-  icd  for  s:»ys  :  "The  Latin  A' ( i  UniV.  which  was 

Eight  &  Thirty  Vear«,"  being  master  of  the  favorite  little  book  uf  our  youthful 

the    Free  Schoole,**  now  the  Latin  days,  has  probably  done  more  to  inspire 

S.h'.'il.    Ill, 'It    hiv   Lkatfi.    IIIn   school  yount:  mind?!  with  the  love  of  ti  t-  -tudy 

house  of  one  story  stood  on  ihu  north-  of  the  l^itin  i.inguage,  th.in  .iti>  other 

erlysideof  School  Street  and  its  site  is  work  of  the  kind,  since  the  first  settle* 

now  covered  by  the  easterly  xvall  of  ment  of  this  countrj-.    I  have  had  it  in 

King's  Chapel.    It  was  removed  in  1748.  constant  use  for  my  pupils,  whenever  it 

"  He  Died,"  says  Cotton  Mather,  "on  COIlId  be  obtained,  for  more  than  fifty 

Saturday  morning,  Aug.  21,  1708.    In  years;  and  have  found  it  to  be  the  best 

the  Ninety  Fourth  Year  of  his  Age;  book.for  beginner*  in  the  study  of  Latin, 

After  he  had  been  a  Skilful,  Painful,  that  has  ever  come  witliin  my  knowl- 

Faithfal  Sckwi-master  lor  Seventy  Years;  edg^;  and  no  work  of  the  kind  have  I 

And  had  the  Sin^lar  Favour  of  Heaven,  ever  known,  that  contains  so  much  useful 

that  tho'  hr  Ii.kI  Usefully  spent  his  Life  matter  in  so  small  a  compass." 

among  ChiUrot,  yet  he  was  not  become  He  was  also  author  of  Strifturt 

TWce  a  Child;  but  held  his  Abilities,  Propheeiet  Ex^aititJ,  which  was  pub* 

with    his    Usefulness,   in    an    unussi.il  1>he<l  in  1747.    Cf.  Mather,  Coihriut 

Degree  to  the  very  last."    Sewall  says:  Anurkanus;  iJaruard,  £ii:kui  L'lu<r.'tr; 

*'  A  rare  Instance  of  Piety,  Health,  Hassam,  Eaekiet  Cktefer. 

Strength.  Serviceabh"ne';<;     The  We'!  "  Tmroduction  to  C.  Mather,  A  f  'aitH^ 

fare  of  the  I'rovince  was  much  upon  his  Jul  Mtin  Dt'i>:rtb<d  atid  Kctiat  dtd, 
Spirit.   He  abominated  Pcrriwigs." 
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keeping  me  from  Learning  whereto  I  had  been  designed  from 
my  infancy." 
Of  himself  and  his  college  life  be  wrote:  — 

God  in  bis  meicy  &  pitty  kept  me  from  scandalous  sins  before  I 
came  tbither  &;  after  I  came  there,  but  alas  I  bad  a  naughty  vile  heart 

and  was  acted  by  corrupt  nature  &  therefore  could  propound  no  Right 
&  noble  ends  to  myself,  but  acted  from  self  and  for  self.  I  was  indeed 
studious  &  strove  to  outdoe  my  rompeers,  bui  it  was  for  honu'  iic  ap- 
plause &  preferm'  &  such  poor  Beggarly  ends. 

Giving  the  glory  to  God,  in  a  inanner  which  was  characteristic 
of  him  through  life,  he  records  that  he  grew  "  in  Knowledge 
both  in  Tongues  &  Inferior  Arts  &  also  in  Divinity."-  At 
fir.st  he  had  "thotif^hts  of  applying  himself  to  y'  stud}'  & 
Practise  of  Physick;  *'  but  when  he  had  been  in  cu11ll;c 
"  about  3  yeers  and  a  half,"  he  experienced  "  a  n;rcat  chan;4c 
both  in  heart  &  Life,  and  from  that  Time  forward  learnt  to 
study  with  God  &  for  God."  He  put  aside  his  former  desire* 
and  resolved  to  "  serve  Christ  in  y"  work  of  y'  ministry  if  he 
would  please  to  fit  him  fur  it  &  to  accept  of  his  service  in  that 
great  work." 

He  was  [Graduated,  August  I2,  1651;  and  his  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  a  class  of  ten,  placed  there,  I  think,  by  his  scholar- 
ship and  not  b\-  his  social  rank  as  had  been  the  prevailing  cus- 
tom of  the  college.'^  A  copy  of  liis  Commencement  part  in 
his  own  handwriting  is  preserved.  It  is  licadcd  "  August  12^ 
IGol  :  Omnis  Nalura  inconstaiis  est  forosa." 

He  was  soon  chosen  a  fellow  of  the  college  and  entered  its 
service  in  the  capacity  of  a  tutor.  This  station  he  is  said  to  have 
adorned  "  with  a  rare  Faithfulness taking  every  occasion  "  to 
niake  his  Pupils  not  only  good  Scholars,  but  also  good  ChriS' 
tianst  and  instil  into  them  those  things,  which  might  render  them 
rich  Blessings  unto  the  Ckurckts  of  God,"  and  bearing  within 
himself*  a  flaming  zeal  to  make  them  worthy  men.""  So  self<- 
accusing  and  sensitive  was  his  conscience  that  he  was  afraid. 

w  Pierce,  Hutar^  ^  Hunwrd  Urn-  ber,        32-37 ;  July,  i866, 253;  Sibley» 

versify,  1 50,  says  "from  the  rank  of  his  ifuvani  Grvdmattt,  i.  259.  260. 
family  :  "  hut  Dean,  Wigxi^noorth.  33-35,        "  Mather,  A  F€Ut){f»d  Man,  23. 
(Mers.   QL  Mast.  Hut.  S«.  Five.,  Octo- 
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says  Cotton  Mather,  "  Lest  his  cares  for  their  (iood.  and  his 
affection  to  them,  should  so  drink  up  his  very  Spirit,  as  to  steal 
away  his  Heart  from  God."  " 

His  diary  shows  a  zealous  mind  transfused  by  a  spirit  of  ^^rcat 
tenderness  and  humility,  but,  unhappily,  so  pervaded  by  a  nior- 
bidness,  which  might  indicate  a  mind  as  diseased  as  his  body 
came  to  be,  that  we  involuntarily  feel  an  emotion  of  pity 
rather  than  of  admiration.  Especially  was  this  morbidness 
shown  in  many  "  cases  of  conscience/'  as  when  he  prayed  for 
pardon  after  having  « Neglected  to  go  &  reprove  some  carnal 
mirth  in  y«  lowest  Chamber  til  it  was  too  late."  Seeing  "  a 
stable  door  of  M'  Mitchells  beat  to  &  fro  w*^  y«  wind,"  he  was 
sorely  tried  and  "distressed  fn  conscience,"  not  knoviring  his 
duty  and  fearing  lest  his  "  wil  should  blind  reason."  On  a  like 
occasion,  he  records. 

The  wise  god  who  knoweth  how  to  tame  &  take  down  proud  wan- 
ton hearts,  suflerth  me  to  be  sorely  buffeted  w'*"  y«  like  temptation  as 
formerly  about  seeing  some  doft*  blow  to  &  fro  y*  wind  in  some 
danger  to  break,  as  I  think  ;  I  cannot  tel  whether  it  were  my  duty  to 
giiie  y"  some  hint  y'  owe  them.  W"  I  think  'tis  a  common  thing  & 
that  'tis  impossible  but  y'  y^  owners  should  haue  oft  seen  them  in 
y*  case,  &  heard  them  blow  to  &  fro,  &  y'  it  is  but  a  trivial  matter,  & 
y*  I  haue  given  a  hint  to  one  y*  dweb  in  y  hous,  &  he  maketh  light  of 
it ;  &  y*  it  would  rather  be  a  seeming  to  check  oths  mindlesness  of 
Y  own  affairs,  &  lastly  y*  y"  may  be  special  reasons  for  it  y*  I  know 
not ;  why  y*  case  seemeth  clear  -f  'tis  not  my  duty.'* 


A  J^thfiil  Man,  23.  In  Ms  journal 

Wi^'j;li„"!iworili  writes  :  "  September  5,  6 : 
[1653J  Too  much  beat  of  sp't  to  my 

atttdys  ft  pupib,  ft  affectio'  dving  to«*i 

god." 

1*  Wigglesworth's  il/^.Z^MT)'.  m/ortf. 
The  dbry,  or  ndier  coiniiionplace>bookt 

of  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  coverirsR  the  pe- 
riod, 165^-1657,  is  now  in  the  library 
of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
and  is  the  most  interesting  of  the  scries. 
A  later  volume,  1658-1687,  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  New  England  Hfttoric 
Genealogical  Society,  and  is  the  aouice 
of  our  infonnaHon  respecting  the  cir- 
cumstances attcndinc;  the  writiiit;  of  liis 
books.   After  the  completion  of  Altai 


«mi  ^  tif  Eater,  there  was  nothing  en- 
tered liy  him  worthy  of  note.  There  is 
a  page  of  shorthand  under  the  date  of 
-April  3,  i67o»  and  nothing  more  until 
November  27,  16S7,  wlicn  he  records 
hi*  thoughts  upon  serving  "  At  y*  Lords- 
Table"  that  dtf.  In  the  meantime 
there  had  been  stirring  events  in  church 
and  stAie  and  troubles  in  bis  own  town, 
a  brief  notice  of  which  by  his  hand 
would  have  been  worth  all  the  medi- 
tations and  coiupiaints  which  he  ever 
penned.  With  the  1  ittcr  entry  his  woric 
as  a  diamt  ceased;  and  the  Ifonk  w.is 
afterwards  used  by  his  son  Edward  for 
^iii)ilar  purposes. 

Of  these  volumes  I  have  had  free- 
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But  it  was  not  alone  from  without  that  temptations  and  in- 
centives to  spiritual  fears  and  abasement  came ;  for  from  within 
they  poured  forth  as  a  scorching  blast  of  pestilential  winds. 
Under  their  baleful  influence  his  spirit  sat  in  the  dust  all  the 
day  long  and  his  nights  were  as  those  of  the  Psalmist:  — *'  All 
the  night  make  I  my  bed  to  swim :  I  water  my  couch  with  my 
tears."  He  seems  never  to  have  felt  the  hopefulness  of  youth 
and  never  to  have  experienced  its  elasticity  of  spirit  While 
yet  upon  the  threshold  of  life  he  wrote :  — 

[165^.]  Now  y'  J  am  to  goe  out  into  world  J  am  affraid,  nay  J 
know  J  shall  lose  my  heart  &  my  affectio*.    J  can  do  nothing  for  god 

receiv  noth.  fro'"  him  but  tis  a  snare  unto  me  J  took  a  good 

deal  of  time  y'  day  to  look  thorowly  into  y*"  vileness  of  y*  sin  of  pride 
&  see  y'  w*  might  make  me  go  mourn  all  my  dayes,  yet  J  can  find  little 
heart  breaking  for  it,  nor  pow  ag"  it. 

How  much  influence  the  weight  of  physical  ills  and  the  weak- 
ness of  a  distempered  body  may  have  had  in  inducing  this 
spiritual  condition  of  Mr.  VVigglesworth  cannot  now  be  known  ; 
but  it  is  probable  that  they  were  not  without  effect.  The  dis- 
ease which  made  of  him  "  a  weary  wight"  and  life  a  bitter  cup, 
which  he  drank  to  the  dregs,  had  already  fastened  upon  him. 
In  the  winter  of  165^  he  wrote:  — 

J  have  found  more  sensible  weakn:  of  body  &  pressure  by  y*  sple"  & 
flatulent  humo's  y*  week  y"  for  so  oft  together  y*  winter  before,  god 
still  crosses  outwardly,  &  J  meet  w""  vexation  &  rebuke,  yet  pride  & 
vain  thoughts  are  too  hard  for  me,  &  J  find  my  self  too  weak  to  make 
resistance,  oh  !  Lord  hast  to  my  help :  be  thou  my  defe"ce  &  y*  stay  of 
my  soul,  for  all  oth's  fail  me. 

At  another  time  he  writes :  — 

On  y"  2  '  day  at  night  in  my  sleep  I  dream'd  of  y*  approach  of  y'  great 
&  dreadf.  day  of  judgem' ;  &  was  y'by  exceedingly  awakned  in  sp'  (as  I 
thought)  to  follow  god  w"*  leares  &  crjs  until  he  gave  me  some  hopes 
of  his  graci"*  good  wil  toward  me. 

use,  by  the  courtesy  of  their  custodi.ins,  There  are  three  other  volumes  of  the 
and  have  made  liberal  quotations  in  this  series  in  the  library  of  the  New  England 
and  the  succeeding  chapter.  The  latter  Historic  flcnealogical  Society,  contain- 
wa«  used  by  Mr.  Dean  in  the  prepara-  ing  shorthand  notes  of  sermons,  Latin 
tion  of  his  Mtmoir  of  U'ij^'i^envorth ;  and  Knglish  theses  and  orations  and 
and  both  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  other  memoranda,  wTitten  while  he  was 
Sibley,  who  h.is  given  copious  extracts  at  Cambridge,  1649-1653. 
in  his  Harvard  Graduates,  \.  259-JS6. 
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This  dream,  which  must  have  startled  his  sensitive  nature, 
may  have  given  the  first  impulse  to  write  that  sombre  poem 
which  was  the  resTilt  ahi<e  of  a  sick  body  aiid  of  a  mind  which 
sympathized  with  its  weakness. 

Of  such  web  and  woof  thd  lie  weave  a  diary  which  rarely 
shows  a  brilliant  or  cnli\eninj^  thread,  so  crowded  is  it  with 
woes  of  mind  and  bod>'  combined.  Little  of  vaUie  beyond 
things  merely  personal  to  the  writer  can  be  found  therein,  and 
it  took  no  hues  from  the  everyday  Uves  of  the  men  and  women 
around  him.    Mr.  Sibley  says  of  him :  — 

He  was  free  from  cant,  conscientious  even  to  morbidne55s,  perpet- 
ually praying  and  struggling  against  pride  and  what  he  regarded  as 
his  besetting  -sins,  aspiring  after  a  religious  state  altogether  uuat- 
tiinable,  ever  laitMiil  to  the  extent  of  his  strength  and  capacity,  and 
featibl  lest  his  interest  in  his  pupils  and  others  should  steal  away  his 
heart  from  God,  in  whom  his  trust  was  so  strong  as  to  appear  almost 
ridiculous  to  men  who  regard  the  Almighty  as  quite  indiffetcnt  to  their 
fortunes.'* 

While  performing  the  service  of  a  tutor  with  faithfulness  and 
honor,  he  continued  his  theological  studies;  and  in  March, 
165^,  he  writes:  "J  haue  sin'd  J  fear  in  y*  salem  business, 
ag*  god  &  man,  in  not  coming  clear  w'^  Cambridge  first  in 
saying  J  was  not  ingaged  to  any  others."  I  suspect  this 
"business"  was  a  call  as  a  secular  teacher.  That  it  was 
not  a  call  to  preach  seems  probable;  for  later  in  the  same 
month  he  records:  "I  preacht  my  Jirsl  sermon  at  Pequit 
[Pequot  — New  London],"  while  on  a  journey  to  his  father 
at  New  Haven.  On  his  return  by  water  he  was  detained 
at  Martha's  Vineyard  "6  dayes  by  a  Strong  Northeast  wind," 
and  preached  there  with  one  day's  preparation.^  A  call  to 
settle  at  Hartford  followed  his  visit  and  was  a  sore  trouble 
to  him.  He  seems  to  have  had  no  power  to  decide  for  himself, 
whether  the  occasion  were  trivial  or  weighty ;  and  at  this  time 

Harvard  ur-^du^m-..  i  .83.  Martins  VmeyH  may.  1653."   The  text 

"  Thb  WIS  his^  s, on  l  sermon.   One   is  from  Psalms,  Ixxxi.  12,  "  Israel  would 
of  his  commonplace- books  contains  a  none  of  me,  so  J  gaue      op  noto  their 
sermon  which  b  headed :  "  The  1^  ser*  owne  hearts  lust  ftc** 
non  y*  ev'  was  p'chcd  by  wj  self  at 

r 
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a  half-formed  wish  to  return  to  England  added  to  his  natural 

indecision.'" 

About  this  time  he  appears  to  have  had  an  unusual  exalta- 
tion of  spirit,  produced  by  thoughts  of  his  '*  good  estate,"  which 
was  soon  destroyed  by  his  rising  conscience.    He  writes :  — 

[September,  1653.]  J  felt  fears  &  misgivings  aboui  my  .iT  Jod  Iv^t  ite. 
yet  much  pride  got  head  in  me:  p'scntly  Lord  It-t  ljur,  me 
some  scruples  of  co"scie"ce  put  me  m  fear  least  J  wc"i  cross  lu  gods, 
will,  &  this  to  abase  me. 

The  business  with  the  Hartford  churcli.  hindered  by  its 
teacher,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  whose  latitudinarran  tendencies 
soon  set  the  churches  of  two  colonies  by  the  ears,  came  to 
nauc^ht  ;''  and  Mr.  VViggleswutth  in  November,  and  .d^ei  wards, 
preached  at  Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  Charlcstown.  Ut  tiic 
latter  place,  whose  teacher,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Allen,  had 
returned  to  I^iv^laiul  in  165 1,  he  writes:  "The  churcli  sent  to 
mc  after  Scrmo",  6c  J  could  not  get  off  w'^'out  engaging  to 
preach  once  a  month  til  march  equinox." 

During  the  succeeding  year  he  continued  at  the  college, 
exercised  by  temptations  of  the  spirit  and  fears,  troubled  doubt- 
less by  his  increasing  disease,  and  preaching  at  times.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  he  may  have  preached  at  Maiden  sometime 
during  this  period,  but  no  indications  of  his  having  done  so 
appear  until  July,  1655,  when  he  writes:  — 

J  got  a  sev'  cold  by  preaching  at  mauldon.  .  .  .  my  strength  is 
well  recov'd  again  now  J  thank  god  this  p'se't  10  of.  July.  But  these 
ilnesses,  colds  rhewms  &  keeping  hous  so  much  have  made  me  so 
tender  y'  J  cannot  preach  but  catch  a  grievous  cold,    yea  these 

co"tinued  colds  disable  me  to  any  service  eith  in  family  or  in  publick. 
And  ihro:  a  light  iSl*  frotliy  heart  T  cannot  bono'  god  w'"*  y'  little 
remayntlcr  of  strc'gth      J  ha\  c  y  ((iod  knowes)  is  my  d  ily  grief. 

Soon  after  he  mentions  the  "  nialdon  Jnvitati')ii ;  "  and  later 
he  writes ;  "  J  we^t  into  y*  Bay  Aug.  y=  4***  &  preacht  at  maldoa 

w  lie  writes:  "[September,  1653.]  ue  cc  wlm  bat  God  can  now  be  my 

J  am  «t  a  »trait  concern,  my  answer  to  counseUcr  ? " 

Hartford  motion;  J  am  hdlfFere^  to  From  the /tre^/il/if/Air,  there 

engage  or  not  to  look  tnwnrd  F.ngland  issued  ThunJt-ngi  .ind  Li,s;ktnings,  and 

or  not,  if  J  could  Ijc  clear  in  gods  call.  Eartkqitakes,   through    the  Colony.'*' 

ffciends  advice  cannot  ntialy  m;  con>  Mather,  JU^ifiM/M,  Book  iii.  (s),  cb.  xvi. 
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twice  on  y«  Sabbath."  He  had  tlicn  left  Cambridge  and  was 
living  at  Rowley,  the  home  of  his  cousin,  Mary  Reyncr,  whom 
he  had  recently  married. 

The  course  of  his  treating  with  the  Alaluen  people  was 
marked  by  many  doubts  and  fears,  —  "  by  importunities,"  writes 
Mr.  Sibley,  '*  on  the  part  of  this  small  society,  and  by  extreme 
vacillations  on  his  part  because  of  his  health/' >^  His  own 
account  of  his  feelings  and  actions  is  characteristic,  and  throws 
much  light  ufion  his  condition  at  that  time  and  the  nature  of 
the  disease  which  afflicted  him. 

[August,  1655.]  When  J  waa  ai  raaldon ;  J  told  them  that  J 
thou^t  it  would  be  te'°pting  of  p'vide^re  to  accept  of  their  Jnvitation 
for  1.  J  found  p'ching  v'y  bazzaida  at  p'sen  in  y*  it  exposed  to  such 
da'gers  coulds.   2.  Jt  was  feared  y*  my  strength  would  never  sute  with 

double  work 

afte  r  y'  debating  this  matter  too  fro  they  left  me  to  consider  more 
of  it  a  while.  Howe'  upon  furth  consideration :  J  could  not  satisfy  my 
self  in  y*  force  of  my  former  argument :  becaus  the  harm  J  found  1^ 
preaching  was  jvincipally  (if  not  onely)  in  y*  time  of  y*  g°ra]  visitation 
by  colds ;  since,  all  y'  J  haue  found  hath  bee"  onely  some  little  returns 
of  a  sore  throat,  y'  hath  soon  gone  away  again.  \'ca  J  found  no  great 
h  irm  by  niy  S.ibbaih  daycs  work  at  >faldon,  tho:  y'"  weth  was  vcrv  cold 
Ac  wet.  And  for  y*  a**  Argument,  double  work  in  so  siuali  a  co  grega- 
tion  is  not  much  more  the'  single  work  in  a  great  one ;  &  if  it  be  more 
yet  Y  are  oth.  things  to  baUa"ce  it:  these  th*  considered  made  me 
p^mis  to  delib'ati-  more  about  it  anoth  fourt'night.  J  asked  m'  .\lcocks 
advice,  who  told  nu-  he  thought  neith  of  these  plea's  of  such  weight  as 
to  ground  a  refusal  of  this  Jnvitation  uiwn  them.  He  thought  J  might 
hope  to  be  better  in  a  settled  way ;  «S:  hoped  wel  jt  would  be  better 
w*  me  hereafter;  And  to  help  y*  double  work,  J  might  preach  y*  less 
while,   off  y*  same  mind  was  my  uncle  Reyner. 

[September,  1655.]  At  my  next  being  in  y'  Bay  J  found  less 
incouragero*  to  yield  unto  Matdons  invitation,  ffor  having  taken  it 
into  COnsid'atioQ  a  fourtnight  longer  &  finding  my  self  wors,  it  seemed 

a  burr  put  in  by  p^■i'!*'n^e  t'>  ^X'^y  furth  pVcedings.  So  according  to 
advice  of  friends  J  wholy  putt  by  y'  motion  upo"  y*  onely  ground  of 
p'sent  unfitness  for  any  constant  service,  y'  wil  of  y*  Lord  be  done. 
.  •  .  Snce  J  beg  earnestly  his  Uessing  upon  y  cours  of  physick  J 
am  about,  knowing  y*  if  He  say  y*  word  they  sbal  do  me  good,  not  els. 
To  y*  end  J  haue  beggd  y*  prayers  of  divers  this  being  a  season  <A  fayth 
&  prayer. 

"  Harvard  Uradiuitet,  i.  2C9. 
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[September  lo,  1655.J  Jt  is  a  time  of  more  y"  ordinary  trouble 
bee:  J  am  yet  unsettled  winter  approaching  &  know  not  irfiat  to  doe 
about  it  because  my  weaknes  &  colds  stil  continue  &  J  fear  in  cold 

weth  it  should  be  wors  w'^  me.  ...  my  moth  &  sister  are  come  to 

me  fro  N  Have",  &  J  haue  no  hous  to  put  my  ow"  head  in  much  less 
room  for  y'"      is  discouraging  unto  J  hanc  brought  fro"'  anoiher 

to  an  unsettled  state.  .  .  .  Christ  hims.  my  Lord  had  not  a  hole  to  put 
his  head  in. 

[September  16,  1655,]  About  maldo"  business  with  some  furth 
inclinations  to  it  upo"  y*"  grounds  above  specify'd  where  J  found  y"'  y'  J 
spake  withaU  still  earnest  in  /  desires  after  me  and  f  they  needed  iK>t 
y*  J  should  begin  it  afresh.   J  defer'd  any  conclusion  till  m'  HiU  come 

up  to  Jpswich  to  y'  g"rall  training. 

[October  7,  1655.]  After  many  and  earnest  prayers  unto  God  ffor 
guida"ce  in  y*  wci^hiy  business  of  Jicttlemt,  J  haue  determined  to  go  to 
maldon  about  a  14:  n.  hence.  J  issued  y  busuKss,  w  '  messengers 
sent  fro^  Maldon  church  upon  y^  g"rall  training  day  being  Octob^4'^. 

[October  la,  1655.]  when  J  feel  ray  ow"  p'sent  weakn.  to  be  such, 
J  am  apt  to  be  affraid  lest  J  should  be  unserviceable  at  Maldon  by  y* 
coldo.  of  winter  and  live  upo*  expert  c;,  unprofuably.   Yet  J  do  desire 

not  to  giue  way  to  discourageme"t  ffor  J  am  in  Gods  way  to  remove 
thuh  &  cast  myself  upo"  Gods  p'vide°ce  to  see  he  will  do  for  me  & 
by  me. 

Cotton  Mather,  in  a  strain  of  that  delightful  fustian  which  has 
made  him  famous,  thus  records  his  coming  to  Maiden:  — 

From  Catnbrtf/ge,  the  Star  made  his  Roinovc,  till  he  romes  to  dis- 
j)ense  his  Sweet  Influences,  upon  thee,  O  MalJon .'  And  he  was  thy 
J'aitJtfui  One,  for  about  a  Juhilee  of  years  lugclhcr." 

He  was  dismissed  by  the  Cambridge  cluirch  to  the  church  at 
Maiden,^  August  25,  1656,  by  the  following  letter:  — 

T9  the  Church  0/  Christ  at  MaUon,  Grate  and  Ptaee  front  God  our 
father,  and  from  y  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Whereas,  the  good  hand  of  Divine  IVnvidence  hath  so  disposed  that 
our  beloved  and  higlily  esteemed  brother,  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  hath  his 
residence  and  is  employed  in  the  good  work  of  y*  Lord  amongst  you, 
and  hath  seen  cause  to  desire  of  us  Letters  Dbmisave  to  your  Church, 

*•  A  Fiiithful  Man,  23.  transferred);  that,  as  near  as  may  be, 

"  There  is  a  seasonable  care  taken  according  to  the  primitive  ciifection,they 

that,  if  ill  •  caiididatf  were  a  mrml  cr  in.iv  rhoo-;    from  among  (hemsclveSt'* 

of  some  other  church,  he  have  his  dis-  Mather,  A'ntio  Dhii/Ii»u,  22. 
miiuon  (bis  relation  declared  to  be 
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in  order  to  his  joining  as  a  member  with  you.  We,  therefore,  f  t  u- 
Church  of  ("hrist  at  Carabridm-,  ii.ive  consented  t(j  his  Dt  sirr.-,  hen m, 
and  if  you  shall  accordingly  proceed  to  receive  him,  we  do  herel)\  rc- 
sigiie  and  dismiss  him  to  your  holy  fellowship,  withall  cenitying  that  as 
he  was  ficmnerly  admitted  among  with  much  approbation,  so  during 
his  abode  with  us,  his  cooversation  was  such  as  did  become  the  gospel], 
not  doubting  but  that  thiougb  the  grace  <;f  Christ,  it  hath  been  and  will 
be  no  otherwise  amongst  you  ;  and  that  he  will  be  enabled  to  approve 
himself  tf)  you  in  y*  Lord  as  becometh  snints. 

l*uriher  desiring  of  the  Father  of  mercies  that  he  may  become  a 
chosen  and  special  blessing  to  you,  and  you  also  agame  unto  him 
through  Cbiist  Jesus. 

We  commit  him  and  you  all,  with  outselves,  to  him  who  is  our  Lord 
and  yours. 

In  whom  we  are, 

Your  loving  brethren, 

Jonathan  MrrcHELL 
Richard  Champnev, 
Edmund  Frost. 
With  y*  consent  of  y*  brethren  of  y*  Church  at  Cambridge. 
Cambridge  25  of  y'  6'"  ra.  1656." 

The  time  of  his  ordination  is  a  matter  of  imcertainty  ;  for  it 
may  have  been  about  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  Maiden 
church,  September  7,  1656,  or  after  May  19,  1657.''"  when  he 
wrote:  —  '  This  day  is  appointed  for  an  issue  about  my  ?et- 
tlem'.  Lord  J  look  up  to  thee  for  wisdo™  8:  guida"ce  in  so 
sollemn  a  business."  I  am  inclined  to  fix  it  after  the  later  date, 
ascribing  the  delay  to  sickness  and  uncertainty.  I  am  strength- 
ened in  this  belief  by  tlie  fact  that  the  benefit  nf  the  parsonage, 
although  it  had  been  built  several  years  before,  was  not  con- 
firmed to  the  0^:0  of  tlic  ministry  by  record  until  December  29, 
1657.  A  letter,  which  he  afterwards  wrote  to  the  church,  places 

••'  CItristtan  AVc'  V'  .  Tune  29,  iSjO;  time  and  v(  x:iti.>  i>  errors  cm^ed  hy  the 

Dean,  Wig^ltmartk,  50-52.  many  shortcomings  of  the  0(tteaU*gual 

»  Savage,  Ctneetagirat  Ditt.  vt.  541,  DuttoHory.   Let  ii  not  besopposed  that 

with  his  not  uncommon  li  ibit  if  ii;rnpinK  the  great  labor  of  Its  compiler  or  the 

at  conclusions,  antedates  the  time  of  value  of  his  work  are  overlooked  hy 

Mr.  Wigglesworth'a  ordination  by  not  thoae  who  have  serious  grounds  for 

\tss  than  two  years,  placinj;  it  in  1654,  rrir-cism;  but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 

when  he  had  not  yet  been  called  to  waru  the  young  seeker  against  blindly 

Jfalden.  accepting  its  statements  or  t.iking  for 

(^ftrn  h  the  antiquary  or  geneilo-  granted  that  which  may  not  be  war- 
gist  reason  to  mourn  over  hours  of  lost  ranted  by  a  doser  investigation. 
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the  time  of  his  acceptance  in  the  early  summer  of  1657.  He 
says:  — 

Since  y*  Lord  inclined  yo'  hearts  to  invite  me  hither,  it  pleased  him 
to  hold  me  und*"  weaknes  &  you  under  suspence  at  uncertaintys  half  a 
yeer  almost  ere  I  durst  adventure  to  come  to  you ;  and  after  I  did 
come,  above  a  year  &  a  half  it  was  before  I  could  see  God  clearing  my 
way  to  accept  of  yo^  call  to  office. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  maj,  luivc  contemplated  a  return 
to  England  durini^  the  delay;  for  a  letter  written  by  a  relative 
of  his  wife,  dated  April  6,  1657,  indicates  that  correspondence 
looking  towards  such  a  result  had  taken  place.  This  friend 
writes :  — 

Ma.  Boyes  thinks  our  climate  would  better  agree  with  yo'  constitution 
than  New  England  doth  and  promises  to  mee  or  rather  seems  confident 
that  you  would  not  want  a  call  now,  a  comfortable  mamtainence  even 
in  these  parts  of  Yorkshire  about  Leeds  if  you  would  come.* 

Cotton  Mather  printed  from  the  "  reserved  papers  "  of  Mr. 
W  igt^lesworth  some  passages,  written  "  after  he  was  invited 
unto  Maldon,  and  then  was  taken  off  by  Long  Sickness; 
and  it  is  certain  that  he  had  already  become  a  confirmed  invalid 
from  the  effects  of  the  "  sickly  constitution  "  which  had  shown 
itself  before  he  left  Cambridge.*^ 

Hts  own  account  of  the  trials  which  beset  him  in  the  *'  MaU 
don  business "  is  not  without  interest,  and  shows  how  "  great 
afflictions  "  came  to  the  sensitive  nature  of  the  young  man  out 
of  the  smallest  things. 

[May  19,  1657.]  J  liaue  ail  along  been  exercised  with  disco'age- 
m**  since  J  came  hith.  i.  with  m'  Hills  marrying  of  himself  w  J  un- 
d'stood  to  be  very  ridiculous  in  y*  opinion  of  y*  country  w*  it  was 
noised.   2.  with  the  cotestations  between  the  Tow'  &  the  Treasurers 

*•  Lam  Family  Papers,  l»;  or  Nm  Let  CM  be  masnify'd. 

£■//;;.  !tis!.  .in J  ii.  n.-  iJ.  Register,  xi.  iio.  Wh«e  ewlMlliif  iltieiigih 

The  original  is  in  the  Ewtr  MSS..  i.  5,  in  VvhM%  «m  w4tr  MUcnngt 

the  librlryof  the  New  England  Historic  Of  «M«.h«iun,.».l.«,.h." 

Genealogical  Sociciy.  This   places   the  licginninR  of  liis 

**  A  t'aHk/tU  Miin,  4fy  bodily  troubles  as  early  as  165:;  and 

**  Mr. Wigglesworth, himself, ^Testes-  an  entry  in  his  diary,  already  quoted, 

timony  as  to  the  earlv  aj^pj'arance  of  hi*  indicates  that  he  was  sufferii^  from  it 

malady.    Writing  in  1062  he  says  in  the  in  the  winter  of  163'j. 
address  prefixed  to  the  Day  oj  Doom  :  — 
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slownes  in  Keeping  iheir  seasons  of  bringing  in,  ^  making  good  their 
engagem**.  4.  with  y*  retuins  of  my  nightly  diste"'p  occasion''  by  study 
about  ch.  Gorenn!  &  my  wa  t  of  insight  thereinto,  or  of  strength  to  at- 
tain it  5.  with  fears  of  Hills  judgem*  about  baptism ;  he  being  an 
elder  elect,  now  finding  him  staggering  or  unsound  J  hold  it  altogether 
un.>.it"c  to  let  his  ordination  p'ctcd,  su  J  used  means  to  bring  out  his 
opinio"  <i£  p'vent  y*  oth.  The  Lord  haih  in  sionie  measure  removed  all 
these,  qua**  discouragements,  so  fiir  &  J  find  my  self  inclinable  to  y*"  place 
&  peop.  h,  work  of  chr.  am.  them.  There  b  yet  another  afilictmg  thing ; 
And  that  is  a  multitude  of  great  black  buggs  do  swarm  all  ov'  y'  hous 
no  room  nor  place  free,  no  cupboard,  po^,  &c.  like  Pharaohs  froggs,  & 
tliey  eat  all  kind  of  food  &  we  apprehend  they  haue  eatc"  some  cloathes 
also.  J  am  loath  to  make  this  a  disco'agem*  (tho  a  great  afHiction) 
bee.  J  hope  it  may  be  removed  in  some  measure  by  plaistring  the 
chimneys  &  stopping  tiieir  holes  or  eh  by  building  new  chimneys  of 
brick  or  if  there  be  no  remedy  by  building  a  hous  in  anoth  place. 
There  seems  to  be  a  clear  call  of  god  unto  office  work,  ffor,  i.  Here 
is  a  poor  desolate  peop.  always  without  nn  officer  til  they  got  a  bad  one 
iS:  wvre  glad  to  be  rid  of  him.  but  now  brougiil  low'  then  ever,  2  This 
peop  importunate,  consta*t  in  desiring  me.  3  The  ncighbo"a]so  re- 
sorting much  unto  us.  4  Gods  marvelous  work  in  carrying  me  (so 
weak)  thio:  y*  difficulty  of  y'  work  in  this  place,  his  p^se^  w"*  me 
hath  here  been  such  as  this  soems  to  be  the  place.  5.  J  apprehend 
this  place  both  in  resp.  of  nearn.  to  Y  bay  &  many  olh  ways  most  snt- 
able  to  my  weaknes.  6  The  co"sta"t  inclination  of  my  ow""  spt  unto 
it  notii*''staiid:  all  ditcoaragemts,  He  not  to  any  odi;  tho:  J  haue 
not  been  w^out  some  soliicitatio"s. 

Mr.  Wigglcsworth  apparently  came  to  Maiden  not  as  a  pas- 
tor but  as  a  teacher,  a  distinction  which  was  recognized  hy  the 
Cambridge  Platform  and  tiic  common  iisa^^e  of  tlic  churches. 
Mr.  Matthews  had  been  pastor  of  the  cluirch,  and  so  were  two 
of  the  colleagues  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  Benjamin  Bunker  and 
Thomas  Cheever:  but  ^     n  ^ 


that  he  ever  assumed  ^ 
the  title,  while  he  may  have  performed  its  oflTices,  although  it 
was  applied  to  him  by  others  after  his  death.^    I  feel  certain, 

■■•  "The  distinction  between  the  dii-  to  exhortatimi.  nnd  therein  to  administer 

ties  of  the  pastor  and  teacher,  is  thus  a  word  of  wisdom;  the  teacher  is  to 

defined  in  Che  Csnbridge  Platfom:  attend  to  doctrine,  and  therein  to  ad- 

*Tlie  pislofli  ipedal  work  is,  to  attend  minister  a  word  oC  knowledge.'  Both 


it  does    not  appear 
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adopting  the  supposition  of  his  biographer,  that  his  bodily 
weakness  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  upon  himself  the  lighter 
duties  of  the  lesser  office.    Mr.  Dean  says:  — 

Perhaps  Mr.  Wi;»«:lesworth  may  have  thought  himself  not  well  fitteil 
for  the  active  duties  of  parochial  life,  and  may  have  chosen  the  ottice 
of  teacher  to  indicate  the  service  he  was  best  aUe  to  remler  to  his 
parish.  Precedents  are  not  wanting  where  the  only  minister  of  a  church 
was  settled  as  its  teacher." 

Mr.  WiL^g^lcsw orth  brou^^ht  a  young  wife  to  his  new  home. 
He  had  married,  May  i8,  1655,  after  considerable  deliberation 
and  seeking  of  advice,'^*  Mary,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Reyner 
of  Rowley;  and  their  only  child,  Mercy,  was  born  in  Maiden, 
February  21,  1655  ii. 

He  found  here  a  house  prepared  for  him,  which  had  probably 
been  built  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  had  per- 
haps been  occupied  by  "  that  much  afflicted  and  persecuted 
man  of  God."  The  deed  which  was  given  in  this  connection 
was  signed  by  the  selectmen  and  witnessed  by  the  elders  of  the 


arc  empowered  to  (lisp«.n^^c  the  sacra- 
roents,  to  execute  church-censures,  and 
to  preach  the  Word,  as  to  which  dotfes, 

'they  are  alike  cliar^^cd  wiili.il.'  The 
pastor  on  whom  chiedy  devolved  the 
care  of  the  flock  when  out  of  the  pulpit, 
was  expected  to  spend  his  strength 
mostly  in  exhortation,  persuading  and 
rousing  the  church  to  a  wise  diligence 
in  the  Christian  calliii;^.  The  teacher 
was  to  indoctrinate  the  church  and  labor 
to  increase  the  amount  of  relt^^ous 
knowledge.  His  workshop  was  the 
study;  while  the  f»stor  toiled  in  the 
open  field,"  McClure,  Life  of  fohn 
CotUtHf  115.  Cf.  AmerUan  Quarterfy 
Jf«^'sitr,  itHL  37  ;  and  dfrtgregatiomit 

Qii.iiU  rlv,  V.  182-183. 

Memoir  of  IVi^glesworth,  54. 
"  It  was  the  crwl  fite  ol  Mr.  Wl^i 
glcsworth  to  be  unable  to  r>p[iroach  any- 
thing without  doubts  and  fears.  Espc- 
dmlly  did  th«  subject  of  his  contemplated 
marriage  press  upon  his  mind  and  con- 
science in  the  winter  of  165*;.  His 
bodily  condition  and  the  faint  promise 
which  it  gave  of  comfort  and  usefulness 


in  this  life,  .uui  the  relationship  of  his 
intended  wife,  his  cousin,  were  fruitful 
causes  of  trouble  to  his  sensitive  mind. 
In  February  he  writer  :  — 

"Now  y«  spring  approaching,  J  ad- 
drest  my  self  to  write  for  advice  to 
m'  winthrop,  m'  .\lrark  m'  Kop*^. 
Jn  writing  Lord  liclpt  me  to  liu  it  w"* 
plainess  &  simplicity,  declarins;  y''  ditiS- 
cultycs  truly  on  l)<.>th  sid.-s  ;  \  l:c  hclpt 
me  to  do  it  w'''  out  dis4uiciinji  tiouble. 
j  also  writ  to  my  cousin  dealing  plainly 
w***  her  in  y''  bu.sincss,  w'  da"ger  J  appre- 
hended wishing  her  to  be  advised  &  take 
counsel,  y*  she  may  kn.^w  w'"  she  matches 
with  &  have  no  cans  to  rcpe"!  her." 

As  late  as  the  early  part  of  the 
month  in  which  he  was  married,  he  still 
had  doubts  about  marrying  with  a  kins- 
woman ;  but  in  the  end  he  sa3rs :  "  y* 
Lord  gaue  me  co''fort,iMe  satisfaction 
in  y^  point  also,  tiiat  my  scruple  was 
invalid." 

After  his  roarria(;c  he  intltnntcs  that 
he  followed  God,  "  by  fayth,"  ui  this 

matter. 
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church;  and  it  was  put  upon  record,  December  29,  1657,  as  if 
to  reaffirm  the  ^rant,  soon  after  the  probable  date  of  the  ordina- 
tion  of  the  new  teacher. 

Maldon  gift  Know  all  men  by  these  p'snts  that  the  Jnhabitants 

/(» y  of  the  Towne  of  mauldon  Have  givc-n  &  granted  to  the 

Ministry.  vse  of  a  p'sent  preaching  Elder  &  his  next  successo", 
and  so  fironi  time  to  time  to  his  successors  foure  acc'^  of  ground  pur- 
chased of  James  Greene  for  that  end,  and  a  house  built  tberevppon,  at 
the  charge  of  all  the  JnhaUtants  by  a  Towne  rate  pportiooably  made 
the  22"'  of  the  i  o'-  mT.  t  65 1 .  Witness  the  hands  of  these  vnder  written 
in  the  name  of  the  Jnhabitants,  6.  m".  55:  also  a  rate  in  52. 

(  Jn".  vpham 

,        xt    ^  c  ,  ^  I  Bracrenburv 

Joseph  Hitxs  SeUftmen.    <  ^  ^ 

W«  SERGEAwr  )  Thomas  Cam. 

The  *'  foure  ace"  of  ground  purchased  of  James  Greene  "  were 
the  beginning  of  the  parsonage  estate*  which  for  nearly  two 
hundred  years,  to  the  close  of  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Sylva- 
nus  Cobb  in  1837.  was  the  home  of  the  ministers  of  the  First 
Parish.  In  1674  the  town  made  an  exchange  with  Henry 
Swiltaway,  by  which,  for  six  pounds  in  money  and  five  acres  of 
common  or  town  land  on  the  northerly  side  of"  the  highway  to 
Sandy  Bank,"  this  estate  received  an  addition  of  three  acres, 
which  had  fornKrl\-  formed  a  portion  of  the  land  of  William 
Brackcnbury.^  A  further  addition  on  the  same  side  was  ob* 
tainedt  March  4,  i67§9»  by  a  deed  of  Benjamin  Blakeman  con- 

*  Midd.  €«■  Dtiedt,  ii.  43.  Joseph  been  carried  out  as  at  6nt  ilesigned, 

HilU  r.ntl  William  Sargmit  w«re  elder»  Atidii.  Co.  Deeds,  ix.  398,  404;  x 
ol  the  thuicU.  Th«;  lot  conveyed  to  Swiiliway  on 
''This  land,  bounded,  s.  ministry  the  northerly  tide  of  the  highway,  after- 
land;  E-  Mr.  Wigglesworth ;  N.  widow  wards  known  as  Burying  Ground  I^ne, 
Mary  Bunker  :  w.  the  country  highway,  Marsh  Street,  and  now  Madison  Street, 
was  deeded  by  Samuel  Brackcnbury,  in  was  next  to  "  the  burying-place."  It 
consi<leration  of  eight  pounds  and  five  was,  apparently,  a  portion  of  the  coin> 
shillings  paid  by  his  father-in>law,  Mi>  mon  land  which  had  been  reserved  as 
chati  \\  rth.  to  Henry  Swilla-  a  landing  place  for  the  inhabitant's  of 
way,  Decemljer  10,  1674,  and  soon  after,  Charlestown.  It  was  finally  quitclaimed 
deeded  by  Swiltaway  to  the  town.  The  by  John  Cutler  In  behalf  of  Charles- 
dci_<!  i>f  the  selectmen  was  not  made,  town,  December  30,  tfio;  :  MiJJ.  Co. 
however,  until  March  25,  1679;  tnit  as  £>eetts,xn.  339.  It  was  then  bounded  — 
both  deeds  were  actcnowledj^d  at  about  v.  a.  the  fence  or  stone  wall  of  John 
the  same  time  in  Miy,  the  Inng  CJreen  ;  s.  H.  a  common  highway  lead- 
pending  transaction  appears  to  have  ing  to  Sandy  Hank ;  s.  w.  the  burying- 

place ;  N.  w.  common  land. 
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vcyiiig  seven  acres,  wliich  in  some  unrecorded  way  had  come 
into  liis  possession  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Hunker.^*  The  lot 
thus  purcliased  of  Mr.  Blakeman  was  afterwards  claimed  by 
John  Bunker  of  Cambri(li,'e,  nephew  of  Mr,  jjuakvi  and  only 
surviving  son  of  his  brother  John,  who  had  died  in  Maiden, 
September  lo,  1672.  I  cannot  trace  the  grounds  of  his  claim.'** 
At  a  town  meeting,  September  2,  1695,  it  was 

noted  Thiit  th-if  be  a  Cotnmity  Chosen  to  agree  with  John  Bunker 
Consarning  tiic  towns  land  he  laies  Clame  to 

iMlid  Deken  John  Green  Deken  John  Greenland  Heneiy  Green 
Thomas  NewhaU  John  Green  are  Chosen  a  Commlty  to  agree  with 
John  Banker  if  thay  Cane  one  Resenaibel  termes  and  the  towne  to  pay 
the  Charge :  if  not  to  Stand  Sute  and  the  towne  to  beie  the  Changes 

The  committee  obtained  what  they  probably  considered 
Resenaibel  termes;  '*  and  eight  days  after  the  town  meeting, 
John  Bunker  executed  a  deed  of  release  in  consideration  of 
eight  pounds,  the  original  purchase  money  having  been  one 
hundred  and  twenty^five  pounds,  including,  however,  whatever 
value  may  have  been  put  upon  the  interest  of  Mr.  Blakeman  "  to 
or  in  the  dwelling  house  for  the  ministry  in  the  Towne  or  any 
of  the  lands  thereto  adjoyning.*' 

These  lands,  lying  together  upon  the  easterly  side  of  **  the 
Countty  road  leading  to  Penny  Ferry,'*  otherwise  called  '*  the 
Great  Road,"  formed  the  house  or  home  land  of  the  parsonage, 
and  so  remained,  with  little  or  no  change,  until  the  estate  was 
sold  to  George  W.  Wilson  in  1845,  when  it  contained  about  six- 
teen acres  lying  around  the  house.  Besides  this,  a  portion  of 
the  Bell  Rock  pasture,  upon  the  westerly  side  of  the  road,  was 

"  Seven  acres,  S.  land  of  the  town  ing,  and  another  sf.n,  J.inni!; m.  liad  Tnit 

4rf  Maiden;  E.  Mr.  Wigglesworth ;  N.  recently  died  ai  .Ncwfuuiuiland,  when 

Thomas  l.yndc  ;  w.  the  country  high-  John  Bunker  made  the  claim,  which  he 

way.  Midd.  Co.  Dttdi,  x.  was  apparenUy  able  to  enforce,  upon  the 

•*  Widow  Mary  Bunker  released  all  lands  which  were  formerly  the  estate  of 

her  right  in  the  estate  of  "W   l'iink>_r  Ms  mu  lt-. 

late  of  Mauldon "  to  his  brother  Jona-       «  This  deed,  dated  September  low 

than  of  Charlestown.  January  i».  \ht%  «<9S.  waa  never  recorded.   It  remained 

for  forty  shillin;;^  pf*r  year  during  hrr  in  (he  pr.sM-s'-inn  r>f  I><  .iron  lohn  Gr.-i.-n 

life.    Midd.  Co.  Dads,  v.  338.    Jonathan  anti  hia  descendants, and  Ls  now  with  the 

Hunker  died  of  amall-pox.  June  3, 1678;  Grten  MSS,  In  the  library  of  the  New 

but  his  youngest  son,  Benjamin,  was  Uv-  England  Historic  Cknealogical  Sode^. 
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appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  ministry  after  the  removal  of  the 
meeting  house  in  1730.  The  whole  estate  at  the  time  of  its  sale 
comprised  eighteen  and  three-quarters  acres  and  twenty-nine 
poles. 

Upon  the  original  purchase  of  four  acres  the  "  ministry  house  " 
was  built  on  a  knoll,  now  removed,  eight  or  ten  rods  south  of 
the  present  house. To  this  house  the  teacher  brought  his  little 

faniil)';  and  in  it,  filled  with  despondency  and  worn  with  bodily 
weaknesses,  he  passed  the  most  discouraj^ing  portion  of  his  life, 
Mr.  Wigglesworth  preached  at  his  first  coining  in  the  building 
in  which  Mr.  Matthews  had  uttered  his  "inconvenient"  words 
and  in  which  the  church  was  probably  originally  gathered.  It  had 
been  built  as  early  as  April,  1649;  for,  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  survey  a  way  from  Reading  to  Winnisinimet, 
it  was  then  mentioned  as  "  the  meeting  house  on  Mestick  Side." 
It  stood  on  the  southerly  slope  of  Bailey's  Hill,  {perhaps  a  little 
to  the  westward  of  Bell  Rock,  where  indications  of  a  former 

**  Frequent  entries  appear  upon  the  *'ThM  m'  Wiggleswortti  liath  liberty  to 

town  records  rtlitinp  to  the  care  and  Remouc  y  parsntmpe  Varn  ncernr  to 
pre^icrvation  ol  the  "ministry  house"        dweling  house;  to       north  side  of 
and  its  lands.   August  16,  1699,  it  was      paire  tree  behind  y*  dweling-house.** 
Toted  "y*  there  ftbaU  be  a  I^nto  erected       July  29,   1706,  after   Mr.  Wiggles- 

to  on       baclnid  of  ^  parsonag-hou.s  worth's  death,  it  was  "  Voted  y"  Mrs 

The  wholl  length  of  y*  house:  ten  foots  Wigglesworth  shall  be  paid  for  whatt 
«ide:  And  deuided  jnto  three  parts:         Wigglesworth  hath  erected  to  y< 

one  for  a  citching  with  a  chimne:  and  pgusooag:  Thatt  shall  be  juged  beni- 

oiK  ii  ;  one  f<ir  .ihiitii  re:  one  for  a  Log.  ficall  to  the  towne  —  And  y«  selectmen 

iitg  roome :  all  suficantly  tioished."  John  are  apototed  to  take  a  vew  of  all  Those 

Greenland,  Phineas  Upham.and  Samuel  thiufs  and  jug :  what  y«  aie  worth  and 

Sprnpue  were  rhost-u  "  t  i  prr«rri!jc  a  make-  Report  thereof  to  y  town.  The 

Rule  how  y<^  bulding  of  the  lento  shall  Select  men  Refuse  to  exept."   The  next 

lie  carried  on :  and  to  agree  with  a  work-  year  it  was  proposed  to  sell  "the  par- 

m,jn  r  for  y'  end."    Dcncon  John  Green  sennt; ;  "  but  "the  not  passed  on  the 

was  adil#td  tu  the  tonimittee  a  few  weeks  nc^itife."    In  iJccenibci,  171 1,  the  town 

later.    The  building  of  the  leanto  wa-s  r.ii-^L-d  ten  pounds  to  repair  the  house: 

not  hurried.    April    19,  1700,  Samuel  but  in  r7i8  there  was         lil>i  t.ility; 

Green,  Sear.,  Capt.  John  Green,  and  for  in  October  of  that  year,  "it  was  put 

JoMph  Lynde  were  "chose  and  jm-  ('>  v<.il  whether  y"  Town  will  Repaire 

poured  .is  a  commitie  To  see  aftar  y<^  y*  well  y'  belong.**  To  y  panonag  hous 

carrying  on     finishing  of  y=  lento  latly  by  Taking  up  y'  stons  and  Jndeuor  to 

erected  To  y  parsr.nai;  house."  flet  watar  atul  jt  past  in  y  ncgitiue." 

October  24,  1701.  twentjr  shillings  of  Perhaps  the  di&satisfactioa  which  then 

the  money  that  was  raised  to  shingle  eidsted  in  relation  to  the  pastor,  Mr« 

part  of  the  mertinp^  hnn-e  were  divt^rted  Parsons,  may  have  influenced  the  town 

to  "  parches  meterials  To  Repair  ia  this  vote, 
panonag  hous."  In  1705  it  was  voted. 
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occupancy  of  the  land  were  still  visible  a  quarter  of  a  ccntuiy 

ago.  It  could  not  have  been  a  building  of  any  pretensions  even 
for  those  days;  and  it  is  not  unlikcl\  that  it  was  built  for  some 
other  purpose  and  utilized  as  a  teuiporai)'  place  of  met  tiivj;. 
Whatever  its  character  may  have  been,  it  soon  became  unfit  for 
church  [purposes;  and  the  town,  in  the  midst  of  its  "distrac- 
tions and  discouragements, "  voted  to  build  a  new  house.  The 
selectmen.  November  g,  1658,  concluded  a  contract  vvitli  Job 
Lane,  wliich,  as  showinc»  the  peculiarities  of  buildinj^  at  that 
early  day  and  the  manner  of  house  in  which  the  little  church 
of  Maiden  gathered  for  seventy  years,  is  worthy  of  being 
reproduced. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  y'  it"'  day  of  y'=  ninth 
m",  1658,  betweenc  Job  Lane  of  Maiden  on  the  one  partie,  carpenter, 
and  William  Brackenbury,  Lieut.  John  Wayie,  Ensigae  J.  Sprague,  and 
Thomas  Green,  Senior^  Sekctmen  of  Maiden,  on  the  behalf  of  the 
towne  on  the  other  partie,  as  foUoweth : 

Imprimis:  The  said  Job  Lane  doth  hereby  covenant,  proniiss  and 
agree  to  build,  erect  and  finish  upp  a  good  strong,  Artificial  meeting 
House  of  Thirty-three  foot  Square,  sixteen  foot  sturl  between  joints, 
with  dores,  windon-s,  puUpitt,  seats,  and  all  other  things  wiuitsoever  ni 
all  respects  belonging  thereto  as  hereafter  is  expressed. 

1.  That  all  the  sells,  girts,  mayne  posts,  plates,  Beames  and  all  other 
principal  Timbers  shall  be  of  good  and  sound  white  or  Black  o  ike. 

2.  That  all  the  walls  be  made  upp  on  the  outside  with  good  clap- 
boards, well  dressed  lapped  and  nayled.  And  the  inside  to  be  lathed 
all  over  and  well  struck  with  clay,  and  uppon  it  with  lime  and  hard  up 
to  the  wall  plate,  and  also  the  beame  fellings  as  need  shalbe. 

3.  The  roofe  to  be  covered  with  boards  and  short  shinglings  with  a 
territt  ou  the  topp  about  six  foot  squar,  to  hang  the  bell  in  with  rayles 
about  it :  the  floor  to  he  made  tite  with  jilanks. 

4.  The  bell  to  be  Iitted  upp  in  all  respects  and  Hanged  therein  fitt 
for  use. 

5.  Thre  dores  in  such  pUnes  as  the  sayd  Selectmen  shal  direct,  viz : 
east,  west  and  south. 

6.  Six  windows  below  the  girt  on  thre  sids,  namely :  east,  west  an<l 
south  ;  to  contayne  sixteen  foot  of  glass  in  a  window,  with  Leaves,  and 
two  windows  on  the  south  side  above  the  girt  on  each  side  of  tiie  deske, 
to  contayne  six  foot  of  glass  A  piece,  and  two  windows  under  each  plate 
on  the  east,  west  and  north  sides  fitt  [tu]  conteine  eight  foote  of  glass 
a  peece. 
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7.  I  he  puUpiU  and  cover  to  be  of  wamscoit  to  conteyne  ttive  or  six 
persons. 

8.  Hie  deacons  seat  aUso  of  wainscott  with  door,  and  a  table  joyned 

to  it  to  fall  downe,  for  the  Lords  Supper. 

9.  The  ffloer  to  be  of  strong  Boards  throughout  and  well  nayled. 

10.  The  House  to  be  fitted  with  seats  throughout,  made  with  good 
plaukti,  with  rayles  on  the  topps,  boards  at  the  Backs,  and  timbers  at 
the  ends. 

11.  The  underpining  to  be  stone  or  bricks,  and  pointed  with 
lyme  on  the  outside. 

1 2.  The  Allyes  to  be  one  from  the  deacons  seat,  through  the  middle 
of  the  bouse  to  the  north  end,  and  another  cross  the  house  (Trom  enst  to 
west  sides,  and  one  before  the  deacons  seat ;  as  is  drawne  on  the  back 
side  of  this  paper. 

13.  And  the  said  Job  to  provide  all  boards^  Timber,  nayles,  Iron 
work,  glass,  shingles,  lime,  hayre,  laths,  clapbords,  bolts,  locks  and  all 
other  things  whatsoever  needful  and  belonging  to  the  finyshing  of  the 
said  house  nnd  to  riyse  and  finish  it  up  in  all  respects  before  tlie 
Iwtniic  uf  Scptuinbi.  r  next  (.nsuinir,  liicy  allowing  lalp  to  rnyse  it. 

And  the  ^  '  Scicctmcu  lor  tliciiiaclves  on  behalfe  ol  tlic  luvva  in  Con- 
sideiacon  of  the  said  meeting  house  so  finished,  doe  hereby  cov  enant, 
promise  and  agre  to  pay  unto  the  ^  Job  Lane  or  his  Assigns  the  sume 
of  one  hundred  and  ffifllty  pounds  in  come,  cord  wood  and  provisions, 

soiind  nnd  merrh:uilable  atl  price  currant  and  fntt  catle,  on  valtiacOQ 
by  indiilerent  men  unless  themselves  agree  tiie  ]iru  cs. 

In  manner  following,  that  la  to  say,  fhti'ty  pound  befor  y"^  first  of 
y*  secmd  m*,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  59  and  other 
fifRy  pounds  before  the  first  of  y*  seomd  m*  which  shall  be  in  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixtie.  Aiul  it  i^  further  Agreed  that 
when  the  s"^  house  is  finished,  in  case  the  s'  Job  shall  find  and  judgeth 
to  be  worth  ten  pounds  more,  that  it  shall  be  referred  to  Indifferent 
workmen  to  determine  unless  the  sayd  Selectmen  shall  se  just  cause  to 
pay  the  s**  ten  pounds  without  such  valuacon. 

In  witness  whereof  the  partys  to  these  presents  have  Interchangeably 
put  their  hands  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

William  Krackenwjry. 
Witness,  John  Spragie. 

JosKi'H  H1L15 :  JuH.  WAVrL.*^ 

and  Gf.rshom  hills. 

The  original  document,  which  was  noticed  that  the  signatures  of  Job  l^ne 

in  the  hands  of  the  compilers  of  the  Bi-  and  one  of  the  selectmen  do  not  ii  ii  .ir. 

Ctattniual  Book  in  1849*  cannot  now  be  It  is  likely  that  the  original  had  become 

found :  and  I  am  obnged  to  follow  their  mutilated*  or  that  the  aignatutes  were 

apparently  modcinised  copy.  It  will  be  illegible  from  some  cause. 
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This  "  Artificial  meeting  House"  stood  upon  the  side  of  the 
hill  a  little  bclou'  and  south  of  the  well  known  Bell  Rock.* 
Altliough  it  wa:i  to  be  finished  in  September  of  the  next  \  ear, 
it  was  still  uncompleted  in  June,  1660,  when  it  was  stated  that 
■'  a  new  Meeting-house  is  Building  will  Cost  vs  aboue  ijO".''* 

A  "  territt  to  hang  the  bell  in"  was  specified  in  the  contract; 
but  for  some  reason  it  was  not  built  and  the  bell  was  hung  in  a 
frame  upon  the  rock,  which  thus  received  ilic  uainc  by  which 
it  is  still  known.^  It  was  not  until  more  than  thirty  years  had 
passed  that  it  was  voted  in  a  town  meeting,  March  21,  169'-' 
•*  That  y*  bell  shall  be  Hanged  one  the  top  of  y'  Mctinghous." 
At  the  same  time  it  was  ordered,  "  That  the  Select  men  shall 
Take  care  for  to  agree  with  a  workman  for  the  hanging  of  the 
bell  one  Top  of  y*  meeting  hous."  The  building  of  this 
turret  was  not  hurried.    It  was  voted,  November  29,  1694, 


While  the  meeting  house  was  being 
built,  the  town  of  Chartettown  granted 

or  quitclaimed  a  pared  u{  land,  which 
appears  to  have  been  land  in  which  the 
toother  town  beM  reserved  rights  of 
COmmonngc. 

"Alt  -A  mcUiiif;  <jf  the  selectt  men 
the  23  the  it:  1659,  was  granted  and 
Confirmed  unto  the  Towne  of  Maiden 
a  parai?l  of  land,  more  or  les,  which 
pa^ill  of  lainl  is  bowndid  on  the  west 
by  m'  Joseph  bills  medow,  and  on  the 
north  by  the  bnd  of  michelt  Smith,  and 
Ml  joying  to  the'  liii^h  way,  Ami  wiHiim 
hranlcenburjr  on  the  northeai>t.  This 
pesill  of  land  Aforsaid  b  given  to  the 
townc  of  M.ikluii  in  Consideration  of 
ther  buUliii  ;i  meeting  bouse:  that  this 
is  ther  Kl all  Actt  and  DeetV  irftnis  in 
the  name  of  the  selectt  men. 

Sam  Adams, 

CkarUftvWH  Arckivts,  xxxiv.  104. 
I  am  sut«  that  this  was  not  the  lot  on 
which  the-  meeting  house  was  built;  bat 
it  was  near  Sandy  Bank  and  the  bary* 
ing  ground,  probably  near  the  Swiltaway 
five  acres,  which  Charlestown  likewise 
quitclaimed  in  1695.  Midd.  J>udt,  xiL 
329 

"  Tt  was  found  "at  a  meeting  at  J«ak 
hills  of  the  Selectmen  and  commis- 
•ioner,'*  Ai^t  30^  1^84.  that  "expenses 


about  the  bcU  taking  downe  and  hang> 
ing  vp  3  shillings  and  4  pence,"  had 
been  incurrt-d.  Thi^  ilonbtlcsN  rct'rr* 
to  some  necessary  repairs,  or  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  beU-f  rame. 

The  old  bell  was  apparently  removwl 
to  its  proper  place  when  the  new  meet- 
ing house  was  built  in  1730,  and  it  hong 
there  during  the  Revolution;  hut  Sumt- 
time  during  the  pjtlhh  truublc.-.  it  had 
been  taken  down  to  prevent  the  precinct 
people  from  abstracting  it,  as  they  had 
threatened.  It  lay  hidden  in  the  par- 
sonage well  for  many  years.  When  the 
third  meeting  house  was  demolished,  in 
>8or,  it  was  again  removed  and  placed 

upon  the  schoiil  house  on  Itapti.st  Row, 
the  town  having  received  a  new  bell  for 
the  meeting  house  from  the  eccentric 
"Lord"  Timothy  Drvtir.  of  \,  wbun 
port.  In  1822  it  was  placed  upon  the 
new  brick  school  house  on  Pleasant 
Street.  Here  the  bell  whi,  h  h.^cl  . 
Wigglesworth  and  the  people  of  his 
diarge,  and  had  warned  the  townsmen 
on  the  morning  of  the  l^xin^^-ton  Alarm, 
tolled  the  incomings  and  outgoings  of 
the  Maiden  youth  for  m  .tc  than  twenty* 
five  yean,  when  it  fell  from  its  turret, 
In  the  conflagration  which  p.-«rtially  de- 
stroyed the  school  house  in  1S4S,  and 
became  silent  forever.  It  was  soon 
after  sent  to  tha  neltiog  pot 
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*'  that  Isaac  W  ilkcson  shdll  Haue  Two  accrcs  of  Land  la 
y*  Cotninon  nccre  his  house  for  bulding  y*  Tarrat  one 
y*  meting-hous  and  laddar;  "  and  six  months  later,  Mnv  8, 
1695,  it  is  recorded,  "  that  the  town  will  alowe  Samuel  Sioiii\  s 
aightccne  shillings  with  what  he  hath  had  all  Ready  for  the 
finesing  of  the  teret  and  hanging  the  bell." 

The  contract  shows  that  the  new  Iiousl  \v,«  square  and  j)rob- 
ably  uf  tlic  '■  tunnel  "  type,  as  the  meeting  house  of  L)  uu,  which 
was  built  in  1682  and  demolished  in  1827,  and  that  at  1  ling  ham 
which  is  still  standing.  From  the  specifications  and  the  well 
known  manner  of  building  at  that  time  its  appearance  can  be 
described  with  a  great  deal  of  certainty.  Within,  aisles  or 
"alleys  "  crossed  the  floor,  dividing  the  seats  or  benches  with 
which  the  house  was  furnished  into  four  unequal  divisions. 
The  pulpit  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  room,  with  a  small 
door  near  by;  but  it  was  removed  to  the  ** north  east  side" 
when  the  house  was  enlarged.  The  deacons  sat  before  the 
pulpit  facing  the  congregation.  The  windows,  "  few  and  small, 
on  account  of  the  great  expense  of  them,  were  [probably]  con- 
structed with  diamond  panes  in  leaden  sashes,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  times."  " 

Although  the  floor  was  fitted  with  seats  throughout,  made 
with  good  planks,"  pews  were  afterwards  allowed  to  be  set  up, 
apparently  without  regard  to  appearance,  the  taste  and  means 
of  the  owner  being  the  limitations.  These  pews,  unlike  their 
degenerate  successors,  the  slips  of  our  modem  churches,  were 
those  large  and  square  structures  which  of  yore  were  irrever- 
ently called  "sheep-pens."  The  first  person  who  is  known 
to  have  enjoyed  this 
privilege  was  Colonel 
Nicholas  Paige,*  in 
relation  to  whom  is 
found  the  following 
record :  —  (March 
l69>^]  ViOed  that  corronall  page  hath  liberty  to  build  a  pue 

**  Bi  CtnUnniat  Btokt  125.  he  wu  oC  no  mean  note  in  the  Colony. 

*  Thi*  «u  a  man  to  be  favored,  fiur   By  maniage  with  Widow  Anna  Lane,. 
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and  it  is  left  to  the  select  men  to  order  it  and  in  case  cor- 
ronall  pa^e  lca\  c  the  seat  it  shall  returne  to  the  tovvne."  Later 
it  was  voted  [JaniKuy  28,  16945]  "That  Collonall  paige  hes  Liberty 
to  Retnoxe  his  pcue  jiito  That  corner  of  meeting  hous  by 
)•*  litcll  tlorc,"  and  *'  Dekeii  Green  ami  L)hn  (ireeiiland  are  chosen 
to  goc  and  Trcatc  with  collonall  paige  jn  order  to  y"  Rciiiuving 
of  his  pew."  Tho  "  liteil  dorc  "  was  that  at  the  southerly  side 
<  »f  the  house,  by  the  pulpit,  the  larger  eastern  and  western  doors 
being  the  main  entrances  to  the  builti^ng.  On  the  enlargement 
of  the  house  in  1703,  another  vote  was  taken  in  relation  to  this 
important  pew.  "  [November  5,  1703]  Vot  y*  Collonall  paigs 
pew  shall  be  finished  up  jn  place  whare  jt  stands  y*  whoU 
length  of  y  platform :  excepting  about  one  foott  shortned  at 
y'  end  next  y*  dore."  December  6, 1 7 1 7,  Colonel  Paige  having 
died  a  short  time  before  and  Nathaniel  Oliver  having  married 
Martha  Hobbs.  the  heiress  of  the  Keayne  estate,  which  Colonel 
Paige  had  enjoyed  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  the  unfortunate  and 
ill-famed  Anna  Keayne,  the  younger,  the  following  vote,  which 
closes  the  history  of  the  Paige  pew,  was  passed :  '*  votf  that 
Cap^  Nathaniel  Oliuer  shall  baue  y*  same  priaitklg  in  y*  pue 
that  was  Collonall  paiges  as  Collonall  paige  had  in  his  Life 
time  in  maldon  meeting  hous  on  y*  wast  side." 

Colonel  Paige's  pew,  standing  in  its  aristocratic  solitariness 
in  the  comer  of  the  Maiden  meeting  house,  must  have  been  an 
object  of  admiration,  perhaps  of  covert  envy,  to  the  brethren  of 
the  congregation;  and  some  might  have  been  found  among 

he  b<f came  possessed  of  the  great  farms  30,  1704.   ITc  commanded  a  company 

of   her   grandfather,   Robert   Keayne,  of  horse  in  Philip's  war;  afterwards 

comprising  nearly  one  thousand  acres  came  colonel  of  the  Second  Suffolk 

on  the  easterly  line  of  Maiden,  io  Rum*  Regiment;  and  was  actively  engaged  in 

ney  Marsh,  where  he  apparently  resided  the  deposition  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros 

a  portion  of  the  year,  when  he  and  his  in  16S9.    In  161)5  in;  became  comman- 

family  became  hearers  of  the  Word  at  der  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Anil- 

the  Maiden  meeting  bouse.    His  wife  lery  Co.   He  died  Kovember  2>,  1717, 

was  a  niece  of  Governor  Joscjih  Tliidley,  aged  about  i.i;^tity  yi  .irs,  Icivitiy  im  thll- 

and  inherited  the  "  wickedness  "  of  her  dren.   A  pair  of  silver  chalices,  bearing 

mother,  who  had  led  a  scandalous  life;  this  inscription:  **  Tkf  Gift  9/ Col:  nkV: 

h.w  .ilthough  her  first  hn^lMnd,  Edward  /'(i:.'-  'fa  !hr  Church  tn  maiden  1701," 

1-aiic,  scjJiratcd  frum  her  ai  one  time,  are  still  preserved,  and  are  used  in  the 

Colonel  Paige  appears  to  have  had  DO  service  oiE  the  First  Church, 
great  trouble  with  her.   }>he  died  June 
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their  wives  and  sisters  who  would  gladly  have  changed  places 
with  Mistress  Anna  Paige,  despite  her  tarnished  reputation. 

There  is  no  indication  of  pew-rights  being  granted  to  others 
until  after  the  alteration  of  the  house,  when  [November  5,  1703,] 
Samuel  Spraguc,  Jr.,  John  Dexter,  and  John  Sprague  had 
"  hberty  to  finish  up  y'  \'acant  place  between  Colonal  paiges 
pew  and  y'stayres:  flush  out  witli  colonarpaigs  pew:  and  jt 
shall  be  for  them  and  there  wifes  conucneanc."  If  thev  removed, 
the  pew  was  tu  hecotnc  the  property  of  the  town.  At  the  same 
meeting,  Samuel  Wayte,  John  Tufts,  and  Joseph  Sargeant  were 
given  leave  "  to  finish  up  y*  vacant  place:  behind  y*  decons 
wifes  pew."  The  next  year,  Samuel  Stower  of  Mystic  Side  and 
his  sister,  W  luow  Elizabeth  Sprague,  had  "liberty  to  buld  a 
pew  on  y''  Hast  side  of  y*  south  dore  ;  "  and  it  was  provided 
**y'  when  either  01  Ll.c;ie  parsons  dye  or  Remoue  from  this 
meting:  y'  there  pew  shall  Return  to  y'=  town."  At  the  same 
time,  it  was  "  voted  y'  Joshua  blanchard  shall  haue  liberty  to 
Remoue  y*  south  doore  to  y*  west  side  of  y*  post  y*  jt  shuts 
Against :  upon  his  one  charg  and  y'  y  said  Joshua  blanchard 
and  his  wife  shall  haue  y*  Roome  to  beuld  a  pew  whare  y*  dore 
now  hangs  And  after  ther  death  or  RenK>ues  there  pew  shall 
Return  to  y*  town  Again/'  To  each  of  these  votes  was  added, 
"  y*  alley  to  be  left  3  foots  wide." 

At  a  meeting  held  April  3,  it  was  *^uffUd  That  thare 
may  Be  pues  erected  from  the  dore  to  the  stares  in  the  metting 
house  one  the  sam  termes  that  the  other  pues  are  erected  to  such 
parsions  as  the  town  shall  Graint  liber^  to;"  and  it  was 
further  "  u^d  That  Deacon  Greenland  hath  Liberty  to  erect  a 
pue  in  the  uacand  place  Be  hinde  the  dore  in  the  meting  house 
on  the  west  side.'*  Soon  after  John  Green,  Sen.,  was  allowed 
to  "  erect  a  pue  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  meting  hous  next  to 
deacon  Greenland  pue;"  and  Samuel  Wayte,  Jr.,  and  John 
Lynde,  Jr.  had  the  same  liberty  respecting  "a  pue  in  the 
hinder  part  of  the  meting  house  next  the  stares." 

The  occupants  of  the  pews  must  have  formed  an  aristocracy 
in  the  congregation ;  and  they  doubtless  enjoyed  more  ease  in 
their  seats  and  chairs,  during  the  long  services  which  were 
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characteristic  of  the  early  days,  than  did  they  w  ho  sat  upon  the 
plank  benches  on  which  the  more  common  people  passed  the 
two  or  three  hours  of  spiritual  delectation  and  bodily  discomfort. 
But  there  were  de<^rees  among  the  occui^ants  of  the  benches, 
even  after  the  men  and  women  were  parted  to  opposite  sides  of 
the  house.  The  higher  seats,  or  those  nearest  the  pulpit,  were 
occupied  by  the  most  worthy,  tiie  test  of  woithincas  being  "  the 
Mincstars  Reate  :  with  Consideration  of  age  :  and  dignity." 
The  committees  which  were  appointed  to  adjust  this  delicate 
matter  must  have  encountered  many  "discouragements;"  fur 
human  nature  has  been  \  ery  sensitive  on  points  of  honor  since 
the  world  began.  That  impartial  justice  might  be  done,  it  was 
voted,  January  2,  1694/5:  "that  y«  Two  Deakens  shall  seatc 
those  commitis  that  b  appointed  to  seate  y«  meting  hous."  A 
special  vote,  January  6,  169^6,  provided  "That  Charlestown 
nitti  that  are  Constant  bearers  and  constant  Contributers 
amoungst  us  [are]  to  be  seated  in  the  meting  house."  An 
Instance  of  the  purchase  of  dignity  occurred  in  1708,  when  it 
was  "  tuied  That  if  james  Baret  will  make  up  the  twenty  aight 
Shillings  which  the  town  is  in  detted  to  him  for  worke  at  the 
meting  hous  forty  Shillings  then  he  Shall  haue  as  conueneant  a 
seat  in  the  meting  hous  as  his  naberas  haue."  James  Barrett 
was  a  "  Charlestown  neighbor." 

The  churchgoers  of  the  better  class  found  need  of  a  shelter 
for  their  beasts  from  the  scorching  snn  and  the  inclement 
storms,  during  die  long  hours  of  Sabbadi  service,  while  the 
more  careless  or  less  merciful  stabled  their  horses  to  the  most 
convenient  tree  or  fence.  In  1696  Tiyal  Newberry.  Simon 
Grover,  and  Samuel  Bucknam,  of  the  extreme  eastern  and 
southerly  portions  of  the  town,  William  Paine  and  James 
Barrett,  of  Mystic  Side,  with  John  Greenland,  who  lived  at  a 
distance  from  the  meeting  house  on  his  farm,  since  known  as 
the  Richartl  Shute  or  Henry  Rich  farm  in  Glendale,  had  the 
privilege  of  a  piece  of  land  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
parsonage  garden  for  a  stable.  This  gave  four  feet  in  width  to 
each  horse,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  saddle  and 
pillion  were  almost  exclusively  used  in  those  dajfs,  and  that 
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carriages,  even  of  the  two-wheeled  variety,  were  extremely  rare 
even  in  the  larger  and  richer  towns.  Four  feet  were  considered 
a  liberal  allowance,  and,  later,  the  space  was  limited  to  three 
and  one-half  feet  for  each  horse.  In  January,  169^^,  Deacon 
John  Green  and  seven  others  were  allowed  to  set  two  stables 
near  the  meeting  house.***  This  supply  of  shed  room  seemed 
to  be  sufficient  for  twelve  years;  but  in  March,  17'9'u,  John 
Pratt,  John  Upham,  Phincas  Upham,  Jr.,  James  Upham, 
Nathaniel  Upham,  Jr.,  Samuel  Sprague,  Edward  Sprague, 
Phineas  Sprague,  Jonathan  Barrett,  Samuel  Green,  Jr.,  Ebenc/cr 
Harnden.  Juhn  Brintiuill,  Ihomas  Wayte,  Jonathan  Sprague, 
Sanuic  1  Green,  miller,  Thomas  Wayte,  tailor,  and  Daniel  Floyd 
had  "  liberty  grauntcd  Them  to  set  up  Stabls;  on  y«  Towns 
Land  sumwhare  neer  y'  meting  lious:  To  Sheltar  ther  horses  on 
Sabath  days  And  To  be  set  out  whare  and  so  much  as  the 
Select  men  shall  sc  cause  prouided  no  man  shall  haue  more 
than  Three  foots  and  half  jn  breadth  for  on  hors."  The  next 
month  Colonel  Paige  proved  his  superiority,  or  his  greater 
needs,  by  getting  "  liberty  To  erect  or  set  up  a  stable  for  3  or  4 
horses  upon  y"  Towns  land  sum  whare  neer  y«  mcting-hous  and 
y  select  men  to  say  whare  or  set  out  y'  place  whar  y-  s*^  stable 
shall  stand."  At  the  end  of  another  year  the  town's  land  had 
become  crowded  or  the  horses  had  become  smaller ;  for  Hugh 
Floyd  of  Rumney  Marsh,  and  Deacon  Phineas  Upham, 
Nathaniel  Upham,  Benjamin  Hills,  Jonathan  Sargeant,  John 
Lynde,  Thomas  Lynde,  Samuel  Newhall,  and  Joseph  Lynde,  of 
Maiden,  in  building  their  stable  "  by  y  fence  nere  y*  bell  Rock," 

•*  Deacon    Inhn    Crc  n,    Snmiicl  hi<  respect  for  his  brother-in-law,  which 

Sprague,  Jr.,  Jonathan  lluward,  Ua.tc  led  liiiu  to  give  the  name  of  Wiggles- 

Wilkinson,  Mr.  Sweetser,  John  Sprague,  worth  to  his  youngest  son,  may  have 

Sen.,  Samuel  Sprague,  Sen.,  and  Samuel  brought  him  to  visit  the  meeting  house, 

Sweetser.     He  who  was  distinguished  although  he  appears  to  have  retained 

by  the  title  of  Mr.  iBlut  have  been  his  Baptist  principles,     lit-  died  July 

Benjamin  Sweetser  of  Mystic  Side,  a  23,  1718,  at  tbe  age  of  eighty-five  years, 

fervent  Baptist  In  1668,  wTien  lie  was  and  left  legacies  to  ministera  of  the  tin- 

severely  fined  for  circulating  .1  "  srand.i-  lujpular  f.iiili.    It  iti.iv  wrl!  be  claimed 

lous  and  reproachful "  petition  in  favor  for  him  that  he  was  the  fir^it  inhabi- 

of  Us  imprisoned  brethren,  Thomas  tant  of  the  northerly  hank  of  the  Mys- 

Gould,  William  Turner,  and  John  V.it  tic  who  openly  professed  the  doctnne 

num.    If.  as  is  probable,  he  married  which  denies  the  validity  of  infant  bap- 

Abjgaul,  the  sister  of  the  Mahkn  teacher,  tism. 
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were  each  limited  to  "  Rome  to  set  Two  horses  and  3  foots  jn 
bredth  for  each  hors."  In  I7i<'>7  the  names  of  Benjamin 
Sweetser  of  Ms'stic  Side,  and  John  Miidgc,  whose  farm  in  the 
south-easterly  part  of  the  town,  formerly  bclongini^  to  Job 
Lane,  is  now  a  portion  of  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  lands,  were 
added  to  the  list  of  proprietors  of  stables,  the  latter  having 
room  for  two  horses. 

In  the  course  of  twenty  years  the  congregation  became 
straitened  for  room;  but  at  a  meeting  held  Dcceml:)cr  4.  1682, 
the  town  refused  to  enlarge  the  meeting  house,  althoui^h  a  vote 
was  passed,  "That  the  Meeting  house  be  repaired  to  keej)  out 
the  weather  &  save  the  sells  from  rotting."*^  In  1701  ma\- be 
fouaU  ail  item  of  five  pounds  in  the  town  charges  "  for  shingles 
and  nails  to  coucr  one  half  of  y'  roof  of  y*  meting  hous."  Two 
pounds  of  this  sum  were,  however,  diverted  towards  the  expense 
of  a  committee  '*  concerning  Worster  fairo,"  and  twenty  shillings 
were  used  to  "  parches  meterials  To  Repair  parsonag  hous." 
In  1702  tJie  need  of  a  larger  house  had  so  increased  that  a 
more  earnest  attempt  was  made  to  '*  jnlarg  3;^  Meting  hous; 
and  a  vote  was  passed,  — 

[April  14,  1702.]  That  wharas  jt  hath  ben  agreead  on  by  this 
town  f  y'  Metiog-boos  shall  be  jnlaiged  and  Repaired :  b]r  ft  free  Con« 
tribution :  and  Jf  tber  can  be  a  suficant  sum  of  money  Gathared  in  this 
town  and  Amongst  our  naighbours  of  Charlestown  to  finish  y*  work 

acording  as  jt  js  agreead  on  :  Then  those  our  Charlestown  naighbours 
1  hey  and  ther  haires  Shall  haue  free  liberty  to  com  jnto  y""  s*^  meting 
hous  To  heare  y*  word  of  god. 

Deacons  Thineas  Upham  and  John  Greenland  were  chosen  to 
see  what  money  might  be  gathered  for  this  purpose.    A  month 

later  it  was  \-uted  :  — 

[May  I  5 .  1 702. J  y'  y«  meeting-hous  shall  be  cut  jn  two  neer  y'  midle 
and  carry  oJ  one  end  14  foots:  and  close  both  parts  again:  with  a  new 
balding  by  a  free  contribution  :  and  jf  our  Charlcstown  naighbours  doe 
aford  towanis  y"  said  bulding :  acording  to  y*  list  they  haue  showen 
which  js  30  pounds  and  upwards  then  they  shall  be  seated  jn  y*  s*  met- 
ing-hous  As  y  inaiger  part  of  this  town  shall  se  cause. 

It  «M  aftenraids  voted}  '^That  to  J»yne«ith  the  Tovntsnen  in  repair- 
pliinias  Sprague  and  Joaes  Backtiam  are   ingof  the  nweting  house  the  38  June  M." 
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The  plan  of  a  "free  contribution"  failed;  and  it  was  voted, 
June  15,  1702,  to  make  the  addition  of  fourteen  feet  upon  the 
southerly  side  of  the  house  and  to  defray  the  charges  b\'  a  town 
rate.  The  Charlestown  neighborii  might  contribute  as  proposed  ; 
but  in  case  of  their  refusal  or  neglect  to  do  so,  "  then  we  w  ill  only 
Rcpairc  our  old  nieting-hous  and  will  Rais  money  for  y'  end." 
I-"our  d.iys  later  John  Sprat^ue,  Willutni  I'aine,  John  Tufts,  and 
James  Barrett  appeared  in  behalf  of  "  all  y*  Jnhabitants  of  mis- 
ticksidc:y'  are  our  Charlestown  naightboiirs,"  and  promised  to 
pay  thirty  pounds  "  prouided  this  meting  will  pas  a  uote  to 
Kemoue  y*  pulpitt  to  y*  west  side  and  y*  y»  s**  charlestown 
naightbours  they  and  thdr  haires  shatt  haue  a  right  Jn  y*  s*  met- 
ing>hous  and  y'  y'  Shall  be  seated  jn  y'  meting-hous  by  same 
Rules  as  this  town  do  atend  jn  seating  their  own  Jnhabitants." 
The  town  agreed  to  these  conditions,  and  voted  to  raise  twenty 
pounds.  This  sum  was  afterwards  increased  to  forty  pounds, 
and  a  committee  of  three  was  chosen  "  to  se  aftar  and  take  care 
y*  y*  meting-hous  be  Repaired." 

A  new  committee,  consisting  of  Lieutenant  John  Lynde,  John 
Greenland,  Phineas  Upham,  Jonathan  Sprague,  Joseph  Lamson, 
Edward  Sprague,  and  Samuel  Wayte,  was  chosen  the  next  day; 
and  the  alterations  were  thereafter  carried  on  with  all  the  slowness 
which  usually  attended  such  matters.  The  forty  pounds  which 
had  been  voted  proved  all  too  small,  and,  June  4,  1703,  forty 
pounds  more  were  raised  **  to  cany  on  y*  finishing  of  y*  meting- 
hous :  and  to  pay  what  js  due :  for  what  js  alredy  don  for  y* 
meting>hous."  That  not  much  had  been  done  towards  "  jnlarg- 
ing  y*  hous"  at  this  time  is  indicated  by  a  vote  passed  soon 
after. 

[June  14,  1703.]  All  Those  y*  haue  a  Right  jn  y*  meting-hons:  In 

Those  seats  y*  must  be  defaced  or  Remoued  doth  Giue  up  there  Right 
to  y*  town:  jn  order  for  y'  more  conuenant  Inlargingof  y*  meting-hous 
namly  Cap'  John  Line  :  l.e'i'  Hener>'  (Ireen  :  John  Sprngiie  Sen' ;  Saniu- 
ell  Sprague  juner :  In  bchaii  of  iiis  mothar  brown ;  deacon  Green. 
John  Greenland,  Jonathan  Sargeant :  beniamhi  Whitemore  jn  behalf  of 

*^  Rebecca  (Crawford),  widow  of    24,   1697,  CapUin  John   Brown,  of 
Lieutenant  Satnud  Sprague,  who  died  Reading. 
October  ^  1696,  aged  65.  mairied,  June 
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his  son  ben  :  Samuell  Sprague  Sen'  In  behalf  of  his  mother  Sprague : 
Natbaniell  waitt  Joses  bucknam  Sun'  Slower  Sam"  sweetcer:  And  jt  js 
noted  with  This  prouizo  y'  jf  euer  this  town  seealii  Cauae  lo  purches 
auey  other  seats  or  pues  jn  meting-hous :  Thos  parsons  That  ther 
names  ate  heeranto  subscribed  sball  be  freead  from  aney  chai^  ther« 
unto. 

A  general  town  meeting  was  held»  July  6,  1703,  for  the  special 
and  only  purpose  of  considering  the  question  of  the  location  of 
the  pulpit.  It  had  been  agreed  with  the  Chariestown  neighbors 
that  it  should  stand  on  the  west  side  of  the  house ;  but  the 
record  of  this  meeting  relates  that  Considering  the  jnconuen- 
ences and  damig:  acurring  to  y*  pulpitt on  y*  side:  by  Reson  of 
y*  extreem  heate:  at  sum  time  of  y*  yeere;  Therfor  haue  voted 
and  ordered  that  The  pulpitt  shall  be  placed  on  y*  north-east 
side  of  y*  meting  hous."  The  alterations  now  proceeded  apace; 
and  in  February,  170^,  Joshua  Blanchard  was  paid  thirty-eight 
pounds  and  one  shilling  in  full  for  "Timbar:  shingts:  clobards 
and  Glaze."  It  was  voted,  October  20,  1 704, "  y*  Those  Gent  y* 
contribated  to  y*  jnlarging  of  The  meting-hous :  y*  they  are 
welcom  to  com  to  heare  3r*  word  with  us; "  and  a  list  of  names, 
which  was  entered  upon  the  records  soon  after,  proves  that  the 
people  of  Mystic  Side  had  fulfilled  their  pledges. 

The  names  of  our  Chariestown  naightbours  with  there  summs  that 
haue  contributed  Towards      Inlaiging  and  Repairing  of  maiden 

meting  house: 

I>aa'  \\'hitteiiiore 
John  Whiitemore 
John  Mitchell 
John  Sprague 
Isaac  Wheelar 
Abriham  Blanchard 
Mothar  Tufts** 


\V"'  Pain 
John  Tufts 
Joses  Bucknam 
Sam  Stower 
Thos  Shepard 
Joshua  Blanchard 
Sim  Townzen 
Thos  Mitchfl 
John  Rigeway 
Jos  Sargeant 
John  Marble 


2 

3 
3 

3 

I 

2 


5 
3 


o 
o 


10 

10 

16 

o 


10 
o 
o 
o 
o 

4 
12 


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


[Total  ;^29,  to.  o.] 


*•  The  Rlanchards  lived  on  Wilson's 
Point,  or  Hlanchard's  side,  now  Welling- 
ton, in  Medford.  which  was  then  a  por- 
tion of  Chariestown.  <•  Mothar  Tofts'* 


was  prohaUf  Mary,  the  widow  of  Peter 

Ti:fts  'fie  eldi.T.  She  ditd  bi  fore  the 
recording  of  this  list,  January  lo,  170*^. 
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The  free-w-ill  ofering  of  Seuerail  Geo*  and  frends  Towaids  the 

Inlarging  of  Maiding  meting  house 

Colanal  paig  600       Jonathan  Tufts  200 

Cap'  lults  100       daniel  Hucheas  10  o 

Ensjgne  Center       100      M's  Wigglesworth  100 
Thoe  piatt  300      [Total  ;^t3.  10.  o.]** 

There  were  no  galleries  specified  in  the  contractor  Job  Lane; 
but  they  wore  added  on  three  sides,  either  while  the  house  was 
being  built  or  at  some  time  prior  to  1684.  At  a  meeting,  March  8, 
170^,  as  the  repairs  were  being  completed,  it  was  voted,  "That 
ther  shall  be  a  new  stack  of  stayrsc  erected  jn  y*  norwest-corner 
of  the  meting-hous  and  other  stayres  jn  y*  northerl}-  end  taken 
down."  Several  seats  were  taken  away  in  consequence,  and  the 
town  clerk  carefully  recorded  ample  compensation  for  the  re- 
lauv  al.  A  fourth  gallery  was  added  in  1713,  when  Ik  iramin  Hills, 
Mzekiel  Jenkins,  John  Mudgc,  Thomas  Rnrditt,  Samuel  Newhall, 
and  Nathaniel  Uphani  liad  liberty  granted  "  y'"  To  buld  a 
gallery  between  y*  Two  grat  bames  ouer  y*  front  Gallery." 

The  meeting  house  was  again  becoming  too  small  for  the 
increasing  congregation;  and,  March  3,  171^1  Samuel  Green, 
John  Wilsoni  and  William  Sargeant  were  chosen  "  to  treat  with 
our  charlestown  naighbors  consarning  y*  jnlarging  of  Roome  jn 
y*  meting  hous."  At  an  adjourned  meetingi  a  fortnight  later,  it 
was  "  voUd  That  There  shall  be  new  Gallires  bult  jn  y*  meting- 
hous  :  That  js  to  say  Ther  shall  be  Two  seats  erected  ouer  each 
Gallire  Round;'*  and  John  Griffin,  a  young  housewright  of 

This  list  of  "Gen"  and  frciuls  "  Marsh,  or  Winnisimmet ;  and  it  is  sup- 
shows  how  widely  scattered  were  the  poaed  that  he  may  have  occupied  that 
members  of  the  Maiden  congregation,  land  near  Powder  Horn  Hill  since 
Colonel  Paige  has  already  been  the  sub-  known  as  the  Carter  Farm.  Cbamber- 
ject  o(  a  note.  Jonathan  Tufts  was  a  lain,  In  the  Ckflsea  Titegrapkt  April  28, 
son  of  the  first  Pftrr,  aiul  ni.irrieii  Re-  iSS^ 

becca.  daughter  of  Captain  John  Way te.  Daniel  Hutchens,  or  Hitcbens,  was 

fie  occupied  a  moietj  of  the  Nowell  an  inhalntant  of  the  "pan-handle"  of 

farm,  which  inti  rvencd  between  Maiden  Boston,  near  the   Reading  .md  Lynn 

and  Medford.   Captain  Tufts  was  his  lines.   Thomas  Pratt  lived  in  the  neigh- 

eldeat  brother  Peter,  of  Medford,  who  borhood  of  Sagamore  Hill,  where  a  little 

lived  upon  a  portion  of  the  three  hun-  village  springing  up  .Around  hi<5  former 

drcd  am!  fifty  acres  of  the  original  Cra-  dwelling  place  perjKtuatts  his  memory 

(lock  farm,  which  his  father  had  bought  and  that  of  his  descendants.  Mrs. 

of  Richard  Ru.v^ell's  estate  in  1677.  Wigglesworth  will  become  better  known 

Ensign  John  Center  was  of  Rumney  to  us. 
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Cbarlestown,  who  had  recently  married  a  daughter  of  Deacon 
Phineas  Upham,  "  apeering  in  i^  meting,"  agreed  to  find  the 
material  and  do  the  work  within  diree  months  for  twenty-five 
pounds.  On  y*  i6:  of  August  1714  nathaniell  upham  Sen'  Re* 
saiued  Ten  shillings  money  which  js  a  Gift  of  Jonathan  Tufts 
Towards  y*  bulding  of  y*  new  Gallery  jn  y*  meting*hous  and  js  to 
be  jmproued  for  y*  end." 

The  new  gallety  did  not  long  answer  the  demand  for  room; 
and  it  was  finally  voted :  — 

[March  6,  1727.]  That  this  Town  will  Build  A  new  meetinghouse 
upon  the  Towns  land  neare  y*  place  whear  the  Old  meetinghouse  now 
Stands. 

This  new  meeting  house,  which  was  the  third  house  occupied 
by  the  Maiden  church,  was  the  source  of  much  strife  and  dt^ 
sion  among  the  people  of  the  town. 
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MICHAEL  WIGGLESWOKTII. 

THERE  are  many  indications  that  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Wigglesworth  was  not  alt(^;ether  satisiactoiy  to  some  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Maiden  church  and  that  their  un* 
friendliaess  caused  htm  much  uneasiness.  He  had  come  among 
them*  as  a  young  man.  to  fill  the  place  of  one  who  had  been 
endeared  to  them  in  the  mutual  endurance  of  trials  and  diffi- 
culties, of  one  around  whom  they  had  gathered  with  an  unflinch- 
ing devotion,  which  must  have  strengthened  the  bonds  which 
seem  to  have  existed  between  the  pastor  and  the  people  from 
the  flrst  He  came  to  stand  in  the  room  of  one  in  whose  behalf 
and  defence  they  had  sulTered,  and  in  whose  cause  they  were 
still  under  the  displeasure  of  the  Court  and,  perhaps,  of  their 
sister  churches.  Nor  could  they  have  heartily  sympathized 
with  the  spirit  of  the  religious  views  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth, 
opposed  as  they  were  in  their  sombre  conformity  to  the  estab- 
lished creed  with  the  more  spiritual  and  unfettered  teachings  of 
Mr.  Matthews.  If  they  admired  the  Antinomtan  tendencies  of 
the  one,  they  must  have  secretly  disliked  the  uncompromising 
Orthodoxy  of  the  other.  Mr.  Dean  well  remarks:  — 

As  Mr.  Wiggleswoith's  opinions  seem  to  have  called  forth  no  protest 
from  the  opponents  of  his  predecessor,  we  may  infer  that  they  were 

satisfactory  to  them.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  sur- 
prising if  the  ardent  friends  of  Mr.  Matthews  should  manifest  a  cool- 
ness towards  the  person  whom  they  were  forced  to  hear.* 

The  increasing  ill  health  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  could  not  have 
failed  to  excite  increased  dissatisfaction  rather  than  sympathy: 
the  more  so  that  his  bodily  troubles  were  not  always  apparent 
to  the  careless  observer,  but  were  hidden  and  deceptive.  A 


Digitized  by  Google 


:2l8  mSTOXy  OF  MALDEN, 


failure  to  appear  in  the  pulpit,  or  any  omission  of  pastoral  work 
when  suffering,  was  apparently  misinterpreted  and  made  a  fresh 
cause  of  complaint  and  a  conserver  of  discontent ;  and  his  sick- 
jiess  came  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  case  of  that  trouble  which 
was  popularly  known  as  **  hypo,"  or  "  hyp."  The  evidence  of 
Mr.  V\  igglesworth,  himself,  is  conclusive  upon  this  point.  In 
the  address  prefixed  to  the  Dajf  of  Doom  he  szys :  — 


Vet  some  (/iHMp)  do  judge. 

Mine  inability, 

To  come  abroad  and  do  Chriit*!  Work, 

To  be  Meiaticliolly; 

And  that  I 'm  not  to  weak. 

As  1  my  self  conceit,  • 

But  who  in  other  things  haW  found 

JHe  ao  ooncehed  yet  ? 

Or  who  of  all  my  Friends, 
That  have  my  trials  seen, 
Can  tell  the  time  in  seven  years. 
When  I  have  dumpbh  been? 
Some  Aink  my  voice  is  strong. 
Most  tines  when  I  do  Preach : 
But  ten  days  after  what  I  feel 
And  suffer,  few  can  reach. 


My  prisoned  thoughts  break  forth. 

When  open'd  is  the  door. 

With  greater  force  and  violence, 

And  strain  my  voice  the  more. 

But  vainly  do  they  tell. 

That  I  am  growing  stronger 

Who  hear  me  speak  in  half  an  bow*  ■ 

Till  I  can  speak  no  longer. 

Some  for,  because  they  see  not 

My  clii-arfulness  to  fail, 

Nor  that  I  am  disconsolate, 

Do  think  t  nothing  aS. 

If  they  had  )>orn  my  griefs. 

Their  courage  might  have  faii'd  them. 

And  all  the  Town  (perhaps)  have  known 

(Once  and  again)  what  ail'd  them. 


This  dissatisfaction  was,  perhaps,  openly  expressed  at  first, 
and  may  have  been  a  cause  of  the  hcsitanc}'  of  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth  in  accepting  the  office,  even  after  he  had  removed  to 
Maiden.  It  might  well  have  been  one  of  the  "  disco'^agem'* "  by 
which  he  was  exercised  in  his  earlier  dealinr^s  with  the  church. 

Nor  was  the  temper  of  the  people  of  such  sort  as  to  offer 
much  encouragement  to  spiritual  life.  A  spirit  of  ill-will  and 
strife  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  community.  Slanders, 
assaults,  domestic  broils,  and  other  evils  ke[it  tfic  people  in  a 
state  of  unrest;  and  the  files  and  records  of  the  County  Court 
show  a  plentiful  harvest  of  rcsultinj^  cases  and  suits.  In  a  long 
letter,  which  is  extant  and  on  which  Joseph  Hills  wrote  "  dd 
vnto  me  from  M' VVigglsworth  the  19  day  of  the  4'*'  M  1658: 
Signifying  his  desire  to  haue  it  read  tomorrow  vnto  the 
Church,"  the  teacher,  who  appears  then  to  have  been  afflicted 
by  **  lingring  weaknes  &  long  restraint,"  wrote :  — 
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consiii'  whith  there  be  no  havock  made  of  Brotherly  love  amongst 
you.    For  Brethn  to  be  like  two  flints  that  they  can  never  meet  but  ^ 
they  must  strike  fire  togeth,  becaus  neith  part  wil  yield  a  Uttle  or  con-  | 
descend  y*  they  might  gain  upon  each  oths  infirmity  fay  a  sp^t  of  meek- 
nes  !  for  Brethn  to  be  so  estranged  y'  they  know  not  how  to  fast  &  pray 
togeth  for  common  mercys;  for  Brethn  to  interpre[te]  every  word  & 
action  of  one  anoth  to  y'  worst  sence,  to  make  mountains  of  mole  hils  ; 
&  think  evry  smal  greevance  intoUerable  1  for  Brethn  to  intrraeddle 
with  strife  y*  belongs  not  to  them,  as  if  there  were  not  jarrs  enotigh  ' 
already !  for  Brethn  to  censure  one  another  for  their  private  communi- 
cations &  actings  w'**  they  y*  censure  cannot  be  privy  too,  &  out  of  a  ) 
spirit  of  jelousy  to  conclude  y'  such  was  their  carriage  in  such  a  private 
or  secret  p'ceeding,  because  it  use  to  be  such  at  oth  times  !  for  Brethu 
to  giue  one  anoth  y*  ly  &  provoke  one  anoth  in  their  speeches  as  be-  \ 
coroedi  not  men,  much  less  christians!  for  Biethn  to  be  so  incesed 
agst  each  oth  that  they  cannot  liue  togeth  in  a  Town  !    tor  Brethn 

whilest  y"'  Lord  hath  some  und'  y'  rod  and  all  [nn  '.erj  his  frown  !  to  be 
quanelling  at  such  a  time  .  .  .  Brethn  you  aiitl  afRctiun  to  y'  afflicted 
by  such  things ;  you  need  not  ask  then  what  keeps  me  weak  so  long.*  , 

A  little  more  than  a  year  later,  his  troubles  had  so  increased 
that  he  had  "  thoughts  of  a  jo'^ney  to  Rowley  ...  to  advise 
about  my  oun  health  &  laying  down  my  work."  Difficulties 
from  within  and  without  thickened  around  the  poor  teacher. 
The  quakings  of  conscience  matched  the  weakness  and  pain  of 
his  body ;  a  sick  wife  added  to  his  catvs,  and  the  troubles  of 
the  church  increased. 

That  an  antagonism  existed  between  Mr.  Wigglesworth  and 
Joseph  Hills  is  apparent.  Its  probable  cause  was  in  the  Mat> 
thews  troubles;  and  the  course  of  the  teacher,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  motives,  seems  not  to  have  been  such  as  to  cause 
it  to  pass  away.  Unfavorable  allusions  to  Mr.  Matthews  fell 
upon  sensitive  ears.  The  "  fears  of  m'  Mills  judgem'  about  bap- 
tism," which  had  beset  the  prcaclier  in  1657,  were  not  forgotten 
nor  allowed  to  fall  a«lcej).  At  length,  in  November  or  Decem- 
ber, 1659,  Mr.  Hills  was  imlicted  by  the  s^^rand  jnr\-  for  his 
false  beliefs.  There  is  still  preserved  a  paper,  written  by  Mr. 
W'ij^^'lesworth,  in  which  the  substance  of  the  offence  of  Mr. 
Hills  is  clearly  stated.    Little  cause  may  be  found  therein,  to- 

*  Man.  ffia.  Sa.  Pnt.  May,  1871,96. 
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day,  for  the  teacher's  fears.  Perhaps  little  would  he  have  found 
had  a  healthier  body  or  a  less  distempered  mind  been  found 
among  his  possessions.  Mr.  Hills  may  have  held  to  some  of  the 
unfortunate  teachings  of  Marmaduke  Matthews:  that  he  was 
tinctured  with  some  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  his  friend  Henry 
Dunster»  the  former  Fresident  of  Harvard  College,  is  very  clear. 
The  charges,  as  written  by  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  are  interesting  as 
showing  how  little  could  offend  "a  shining  light  and  faithful 
pillar"  of  the  colonial  church. 

The  perticulars  :  as  my  memory  prompd  them  to  my  pen. 

1.  Th.u  all  Bapti/fd  persons,  are  already  ch;  members,  as  being  vnder 
the  badge  of  the  cuv'  cjv:  the  free  donation  thereof,  (  or  to  y'  effect) 

2.  That  such  are  to  be  called  upon  to  renew  there  Cov'  w"'  God,  &  so 
doeing  to  be  admitted  to  aU  ch:  priviledges ;  except  they  be  of  a  scan- 
dalous life,  (or  to  y^  effect) 

3.  That  such  being  scandalous  (openly)  the  ch:  should  deale  with  y? 

&  censure  them,  if  obstinate 

4.  'I'hat  they  professing  they  hauc  sinned;  or  saying  it  Repent  them: 
promising  reformation,  &  renuing  there  Cov' :  this  should  m  chanty 
suffice  for  there  Reaoceptance.  (or  to  y'  effect) 

5.  That  the  Gadiering  or  Constituting  of  churches  is  Humane,  (or  to 
the  same  effect.) 

6.  That  the  Declaration,  or  Relation  of  tlie  worke  of  Grace  (as  is 
required  of  thcro,  that  desire  Admission)  is  not  requisite :  (or  to  y 

same  effecl) 

7.  That  Baptized  persons,  as  who  are  vnder  the  badge  of  the  coi^  doe 
dayme  there  right  in  ch:  priviledges.  (or  to  y**  effect) 

[And  some  such,  haue  ben,  either  directly  or  indirectly  stined  up  by 

him,  so  to  doe.  (as  J  am  enformed.)] 

8.  That  members  of  one  church,  arc  members  of  an  other  church  & 
ought  not  to  be  debarred  the  priviledges  of  members,  (w  ^  hee  ex- 
pounds, according  to  the  largest  sice  of  the  congregational  way,  as  to 
my  vnderstanding) 

9.  That  L**  of  Recommendation,  &  there  renuing  of  Cov*  (to  use  his 
owne  phrase)  is  all  that  in  poynt  of  order,  need  be  required,  (or  to  y'* 

cfTcrt.) 

10.  That  we  cannot  expect  good  times,  till  there  be  a  Reformation  of 
the  Churches :  &  tis  to  be  desired,  the  Magistrate  did  promote  it  (or 
to  the  same  effect)* 

*  MiJd.  CmH  FUe$^  December,  1659.   H«  was  one  of  the  oveneers  of  Dtttntet** 

The  conncttinn  of  Joseph  Hills  with  wilL 
President  Dunster  is  elsewhere  noticed. 
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In  the  time  of  these  outward  difficulties  and  in  the  midst  of 
mental  uncertainties  and  bodily  weaknesses  he  records  in  his 
diary :  — 

Dec.  21,  [1659 J  about  2  (tf  y*  clock  in  y*  morning  I  received  word 

y'  my  wife  was  dead.  Oh  its  a  heart-cutting  &  astonishing  stroke  in  it- 
self. Lord  help  mc  to  boar  it  patiently  &  to  p'fit  by  it.  help  me  to 
hoDo'  thee  now  in  y  fu-rs,  by  iivunl.uning  good  thoughts  of  ihec,  & 
speaking  good  &  submissive  words  concern,  thee,  and  oh  teach  me  10 
dy  every  day.  fit  me  for  y*  sweet  society  she  is  gone  unto,  W  soUtarines 
shal  no  more  aflrigbt  or  afflict  me.  Oh  Lord  make  up  in  thyself  w*  is 
gone  in  y*  creature.  I  believe  y  canst  &  wilt  do  it :  but  oh  help  my 
unbelief. 

After  this  his  bodily  weaknesses,  the  nature  of  which  is 
imperfectly  known,  increased ;  ^  and  there  are  evidences  that 
the  few  faint  signs  of  the  "  presence  of  God's  spirit  **  in  the 
church  and  among  the  people  disappeared.  He  had  written  in 
1658:  — 

How  long.  Lord,  wilt  thou  be  angiy  w*^  us?  What?  for  ever  I  oh 
what  will  y*  do  with  this  poor  sinful  afflicted  people?  what  roeaneth  y* 

heat  of  this  great  indignation?  where  is  thy  zeal  &  thy  strength;  y* 
sounding  of  thy  bowels  (Lord  I)  are  they  restrained?  oh  Return  for 

*  Dr.  McClure,  who,  |>erhaps,  had  definitely  to  his  condition  in  thu  earlier 

some  papers  relating  to  Wiggk-sworth  volume  in  the  library  of  the  MassacllVh 

on  which  to  base  hU  assertion,  say.s  he  setu  Historical  Society.   The  extracts 

was  troubled  "apparently  by  some  put-  which  I  have  already  given  show  that  A 

mOT.ary  ■  i  ii] ilai u t,  [r  lii.ips  the  asthma."  great  susceptibility  to  culds  and  their 

Mr.  Dean  gathered  together  "the  vari-  conavquent  evils  was  a  prominent  tea* 

COS  notices  of  bts  diseaae  and  his  feel-  tare  in  his  case.   lie  frcqtiently  com. 

incrs,"  ami  s  ibmitied  them  to  Sfvcral  pbins  of  being  troubled  by  the  spleen; 

physicians.    .Samuel  A.  Green,  M  D.,  of  and  his  almost  continual  melancholy 

Boston,  saya:  **  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  fiavors  the  sanniae  that  he  tnav  hav« 

make  out  a  dLi^-nosis,  a^s  physicians  call  suffered  from  hyfoJioUiirlnn,  induced 

it.    I  have  shown  your  caj.c  to  several,  p«rhap!i  by  dyspepsia  or  some  similar 

all  of  whom  agree  that  the  data  are  not  «vil.   As  early  as  165?^,  as  we  have 

sufficieot  to  warrant  in  accurate  conclu-  se.  n.  he  found  a  "weakn:   of  U.-lv  & 

sion."   Ebeneter  Alden.  M.  D.,  of  Ran-  prt^-ure  by  y  vplc^  &  flatulent  humo'i." 

dolph.  "thinks  it  evident  that  he  h.td  In  February.  165     while  troubled  ai»iit 

the  asthma;  but  says,  that  the  asthma  the  illnrss  of  his  wife,  he  writ.  >  :  "The 

will  not  account  for  all  his  symptom-*."  next  day  y  ^l)leen  much  enfeebled  me, 

Cf.  Dean,  '^'v-vV^wirt*,  6l-6j;  Bi-Ctn-  &  setting-  in  w  -  pief  took  away  my 

Umual  Book,  strength,  my  heart  was  Bmille^  w«»'in 

The  data,  however,  which  Mr  l>ean  me,  &  as  sleep  dep'ted  fro-"^  myne  eves 

submitted  to  these  authoT'tl  .  w,  rc  .  (  h-  so  my  stomach  abhorred  meat.   J  was 

ered  from  the  later  volume  of  the  diaries,  broi^t  very  low." 
Mr.  Wigglesworth,  himself,  refen  more 
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thy  servants  sake,  the  people  of  thy  holynes  have  possessed  these  ordi- 
nances, these  privile<^^  bat  a  litde  while.' 

In  December,  1661,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  wish  among 
some  of  his  people  that  he  should  "  lay  down  "  his  office.  An 
entry  made  in  his  Diary  at  this  time  seems  as  a  wail  drawn  from 
the  very  depths  of  a  heart  discouraged  and  broken. 

The  Breth*  are  ncnr  belov  coasid'ing  &  ccmsuliing  about  a  fotaie  sup- 
ply &  a  constant  help  in  y*  ministry;  as  also  wheth  I  am  call'd  to  lay 
down  my  place  or  not.  fTath  I  Icav  my  self  il'  all  my  concernm"  with 
thee ;  I  h.  neith  way  of  subiistence,  nor  house  to  put  ray  head  in  if 
tumd  out  here,  but  Lord  I  desire  to  be  at  thy  disposing.  Let  thy 
iathly  care  app^  tow'ds  me  in  these  my  straits,  as  hith'to  it  hath  done,  O 
my  God :  ifor  oth'  fiiend  or  helper  besides  thee  I  have  none.  JLord  I 
beleev;  help  my  unbeleif.'* 

A  few  weeks  later  he  wrote :  — 

y*  world  seem  now  to  account  me  a  burden  (I  mean  divers  of  o' 
chief  ones)  w*  ever  their  words  p'tend  to  y  contrary.  Lord  be  thou  my 
habitation  &  hiding  place ;  for  oth  I  have  none.  Do  thou  stand  my 
Mend,  w"  all  oth  friends  fiiil  me,  as  they  are  now  like  to  do.  I  will  not 

torm'  ray  self  w""  feares  concem,  y*  future ;  for  I  know  thou  art  alsuffi- 
cicnt,  &  canst  eith  p'vide  for  me  in  my  weakn.  or  recoV  me  out  of  my 
weakness  by  a  word  after  all  means  used  to  no  purpose,  or  els  thou 
canst  make  me  welcome  in  Hfaven  w°  y*  world  is  weary  of  me.  Liord 
muftake  for  me  for  mine  eys  are  unto  thee.  Tibi  Domine  &c. 

As  Mr.  \Vi<^^lcs\vorth  continued  in  Maiden,  it  seems  likely 
that  some  help  and  "  a  future  supply"  was  the  result  of  the  con- 
sultation of  the  brethren.  That  he  was  obliged  to  forec^o  his 
pulpit  duties  in  a  great  measure  is  evident,  although  he  may 
have  preached  at  times.  It  was  now,  as  *"  David's  aftliction 
bred  us  many  a  rsalin,"  that  the  Maiden  teacher's  "  Affliction 
turn'd  his  Pen  to  Poetry;  and  he  began  to  write  as  a  means 
by  which  he  might,  as  he  expres?;ed  it,  "  serv  my  Lord  christ 
who  is  my  best  fic  onely  friend  &  supporter."  Cotton  Mather 
says  of  him  at  this  time :  — 


*  Mau.  Hist.  So.  PrK.    May,  1871,  seriously  k  labo'  to  find  out  JT* 

94.  A  year  later  he  records  in  his  of  gods  contending  us.** 
diaiy:  "Jane  15,  [1659]  This  being  a      «  J>  MItchel  in  itnei  prefixed  to  tb« 
d«y  of  hntBUbukm ;  w«  an  to  consider  tfDotm, 
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That  he  might  yet  more  Faithfuify  wt  himself  to  Do  Good,  when  he 
could  not  Pteaeh^  he  Wroie  several  Composures,  wherein  he  proposed 
the  EJificatioQ  of  such  Readen,  as  are  fiw  Ttttth's  dressed  up  in  a. 
Hain  Mt»Ur7 

OS.  A 

DESCRIPTION 

Of  the  Great  and  Laft 

Judgment. 

WITH 

A  SHORT  DISCOURSE 

. ABOUT 

ETERNITY. 


BccIeC  II.  14. 

wUh every  ftcrtt  thing,  wMutkh £Ki  ^ 


LONDON, 

Printed  by  W.C-  for  Jehn  Simr,  it  the  Kmg^ 
HedJn  Swecttn^f  Aitej-emi  in  Cmtkiff^ 

ocw  Hovk  cothc  ^tjiUrM/akaii^,  1673* 

His  first  published  work  was  the  dismal  and  celebrated  Day 
of  Dootrty  that  "  grim  utterance  of  the  past,"  whicii  lias  passed 
through  at  lea&t  ten  editions  and  which  gained  an  instant  and 
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long  enduring  popularity,  unequalled  by  any  book  published  in 
America  before  i8oo.  If  we  except  the  Latin  Accidence  of 
VVigglesworth's  master,  the  famous  Ezekiel  Cheever,  and  the 
New  England  Primer,  no  volume  from  the  colonial  press 
attained  so  great  a  circulation.  Professor  Tyler  cites  the  fact  of 
the  rapid  sale  of  the  first  edition  of  eij^htecn  hundred  copies 
"  within  a  single  year,  which  implies  the  purchase  of  a  copy  of 
the  Day  of  Doom  by  at  least  every  thirty-fifth  person  tlicn  in 
New  England, — an  example  of  the  conmicrcial  success  of  a 
book  iie\  CI  alter.!  uru  equalled  in  this  country."* 

Of  the  tune  of  the  preparation  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  ils 
first  appearance,  we  are  not  without  evidence.  The  Diary  or 
Commonplace-book,  of  the  author  indicates  that  it  was  begun 
as  early  as  January,  i6S%,  and  it  must  have  been  published 
during  the  following  summer ;  for  he  tells  us  that  "  there  were 
«  scarce  any  unsold  (or  but  few)  at  y^  yeers  end,  so  that  I  was  a 
gainer  by  them,  &  not  a  loser;  **  and  it  appears  that  **y  first 
impression  "  was  sold  before  September  23,  1663.  "  About  4 
yeers  after /'  he  writes,  "  they  were  reprinted  w''^  my  consent,  & 
I  gave  them  the  proofs  &  Margin,  notes  to  affix.**  Of  these  edi" 
tions.  the  first  and  second,  no  perfect  copy  is  known  to  exist; 
but  there  is  in  the  library  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genea* 
logical  Society  a  fragment,  which  is  proved  by  a  peculiarity  of 
certain  letters  and  the  absence  of  '*  proofs  &  Mar^n.  notes  "  to 
be  of  the  first  edition.  From  this  unique  copy,  so  far  as  it 
affords  them,  I  have  made  the  quotations  in  the  present 
chapter* 

Of  the  great  popularity  of  this  "  Composure,"  mention  has 
been  made.  It  was  "hawked  about  the  country  printed  on 
sheets  like  common  ballads."  Cotton  Mather  said  that  it  "  may 
perhaps  find  our  Children,  till  the  Day  itself  arrive."  ^  Fran* 

■  Hiavry  «f  American  LiUnUun,  fl.  Boston  Public  Library.    Dean,  fi'i^/fi- 

j^.  iporth,  140-148,  gives  notices  and  colla- 

*  This  fragment  contains  the  entire  tions  of  the  several  editions,  of  which 

poem  from  tbe  sixtjrthird  verse,  and  the  the  last  i.s  that  of  William  Henry  Burr, 

first  twcntyonc  verses  of  the  Slwrt  Dis-  New  York,  1867;  and  Dr.  Samuel  A. 

rcinse  on  Eunitty.   A  perfect  copy  of  Green  has  a  biMtographical  notice  of 

the  third  (London.  1673)  edition  is  in  the  first  five  editions  in  Ahss.  Hiti,S», 

"  the  New  Kngland  Z/<^r/jn ."  of  the  Rev.  /Vwr-  January,  ilJ9S,  269-*? 5« 
Thomas  Prince,  now  deposited  in  the  A  Faitkjia  Mm, 
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cis  Jenks,  writin^^  in  1828,  informs  us  that  aged  persons  of  his 
acquaintance  could  stiil  repeat  its  verses  which  had  been  taught 
them  with  their  catechisms," 

Of  the  estimation  in  which  it  was  held,  both  by  the  learned 
and  unlearned  of  colonial  and  provincial  New  England,  there  is 
no  lack  of  proof.  The  secret  of  its  power  was  not  in  musical 
versification  nor  pleasing  rhyme;  for  it  is  rude  and  rugged  to 
the  extreme,  and  is  but  seldom  relieved  by  smoother  or  more 
melodious  strains.  It  is  quaint  and  grim,  and  uncompromising 
in  its  directness  and  logical  strength.  And  yet,  with  all  its 
roughness  and  crudities,  in  spite  of  its  cheap  and  clattering 
rhymes,  there  come  forth  at  times  images  and  thoughts  which 
prove  its  author,  with  all  his  limitations,  to  have  been  at  the 
bottom  a  poet  whose  Muse  under  circumsUuices  more  favorable 
and  with  taste  and  thoughts  refined  by  a  larger  companionship 
with  the  great  singers  who  had  preceded  him,  of  whom  he 
appears  to  have  known  little,  might  have  sung  in  fitting  strains 
words  and  thoughts  of  beauty,  which  would  have  had  a  place  in 
the  world's  mind  forever.  A  recent  writer  has  said :  "  There  was 
in  him  the  genius  of  a  true  poet ;  his  imagination  had  an  epic 
strength, -~  it  was  courageous,  piercing,  creative;  his  pages  are 
strewn  with  many  unwrought  ingots  of  poetry."  But,  "  he  was 
himself  forever  incapable  of  giving  utterance  to  his  genius  —  ex- 
cept in  a  dialect  that  was  unworthy  of  it."  " 

His  biographer  says : 

There  arc  passages  in  his  writings  which  are  tnily  poetical,  both  in 
thought  and  expression,  and  which  show  that  he  was  capable  of  attain- 
ing a  higher  position  as  a  poet  than  can  now  be  claimed  tot  him.  The 
roughness  of  his  verses  was  surely  not  owing  to  carelessness  nor  to 

indolence,  for  neither  of  them  were  characteristic  of  the  man.  The 

true  ex])l  ui  ition  may  be  that  he  sacrific  cd  his  poetic  taste  to  his 
theology,  and  that  for  the  s^kc  of  inculcating  sound  doctrine  he  was 
willing  to  write  in  halting  numbers." 

As  for  the  poem  itself,  which  was  Mr.  Wiggtesworth's  master- 
piece, it  is  the  true  embodiment  of  all  that  was  terrible  in  the 

^  CAristiaH  Examiner,  vj.  537.  »  Dean,  IVi^twr/A,  iji. 

Tyler,  //iiUrjF    Amtrieau  UUnOmrti  iL  S3. 
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tlieoiogy  of  Uie  snrenteendi  centuty.  In  s^iDject  aj:d  iis 
earncitnesa  place  it  Car  above  the  region  of  the  grotesque; 
and  he  who  reads  it  aright  can  approach  it  with  neither  sarcasm 
nor  ridicule.  It  is  ai  horribk  nightmare,  which  we  of  the  present, 
witb  more  generous  views  of  the  rcladooshq)  betnrecn  God  and 
man,  can  hardly  understand.  There  is  no  attempt  to  ;^'o55  the 
description  of  that  which  the  author  fcit  to  be  true,  and  the 
simple  rlirectncss  and  force  of  its  awful  reaUsm  mi:-!  hi.  e  rraic 
naked  sinners  q-.iakc  .vith  fear.  The  !ate  ^O'-^'pn  T.  Buckir:^- 
harn  f'-latcs  that  in  his  youth  certain  passage^  caused  him 
"  riian>'  .in  hour  of  intcn.-e  mental  agory,"  In  this  complete 
tut'-TJticc  of  the  bciicf  and  fears  of  Puritanic  New  England  lies 
the  siccret  of  the  ^jrcat  {)0{jularuy  of  the  Dar  of  Doom. 

There  is  a  perfect  calm  and  a  sen^  of  security  io  the  opeotag 
of  the  "  Composure." 


Still  was  th(        t.  Serene  and  brigbt, 

when  all  Men  bleeinog  Ujr; 
Calm  was  tbe  seattoo.  sod  carnal  reason 

thoug!it      'twould  last  for  ay 
Soul,  take  thin«  ea»c  kt  sorrow  cea&e, 
mttcb  food  thou  haat  in  atore: 

Tliis  was  their  Snng,  their  Cu|M  amoog, 
the  Evening  bcfuxe. 


But  suddenly  the  whole  world  is  awakened  by  *'  the  sudden- 
nesSi  Majesty,  and  Terror  of  Christ's  appearing." 


For  at  midnight  brake  forth  a  light 

which  turn'd  the  night  to  day» 
And  •pesdiijr  an  hideotui  ciy 

doth  alt  the  World  diamay. 
Siniici^  .iiv.ikc,  tlifii  111  .itt^  <lo  ake, 

trembling  their  loyne.<>  !>urprizelh; 
Amai'd  with  f«ar,  hf  what  they  hear, 

eadi  one  of  ihein  ariieth. 

Thejr  mah  from  Beda  with  giddy  head*, 

and  to  their  windows  nin. 
Viewing  this  light  which  shines  niuru  bright 

ttum  doth  the  Noon-day  Sun. 
.Straightway  appears  (thev  sce't  with  teaia) 

the  Son  of  God  moat  dread ; 
Who  with  hia  IVain  oonwi  on  Mudn 

to  Judge  both  QiHek  and  Dead. 

>4  Ptrwud  Memmrtt  i.  19. 
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Then  is  there  great  fear  and  confusion*  "The  Mountains 
smoak,  the  Hills  are  shooket  the  Earth  is  rent  and  torn  ;**  and 
"The  Judge  draws  nigh,  exalted  high  upon  a  lofty  Throne;  " 
while 

Hi"?  brif;hfne<s  damp<;  In  .iv'ns  glorious  laiDps» 

and  iiiakc^  itit'iii  hiUe  their  iieads. 
As  if  afnid,  and  quite  dismay'd, 

diey  quite  their  wonted  steads^ 

In  the  midst  of  this  great  brightness  and  woe,  the  last  Trump 
sounds  and  the  dead  are  raised ;  while  all  die  living,  becoming 
immortal,  *'  are  made  to  dy  no  moe/* 

Hm  wbged  ]I<  >ts  tiie  through «U  Coasts, 

togeflier  gatlRrini; 
Buth  t;ood  and  Lsad,  both  quick  and  dead, 

and  all  lo  judgement  bring. 
Out  of  their  h  /lus  those  creeping  Mole^ 

lliai  hid  Uicm^elves  for  fear. 
By  force  they  take,  and  quickly  make  * 

tjefore  tlie  Judge  appear 

Then  takes  place  the  last  great  and  terrible  Day  of  Judgment, 
when  the  sheep  and  the  goats  arc  separated  and  stand  "before 
the  Throne  of  Christ  the  Judge."  It  not  upon  the  happy 
state  of  the  blessed  that  the  author  lavishes  bis  choicest  work, 
but  upon  the  terrors  and  punishments  of  the  damned. 

With  dismall  chains  and  strongest  reins, 

like  Prisoners  of  Hell, 
Tliey're  held  In  place  before  Christ's  face, 

till  He  their  Doom  shall  tell. 
These  Toid  of  tears,  but  fill'd  with  fears, 

and  dreadful  expectation 
Of  endless  pains,  and  scalding  flaOMS, 

Stand  waiting  for  Damnation. 

Sinners  of  all  grades  and  conditions — civil,  honest  men, 
ignorant  men,  fearful  men,  as  well  as  hypocrites  and  trans- 
gressors of  a  deeper  dye  —  make  up  the  crowds  of  the  wicked 
who  "  are  brought  to  the  Bar,  like  guilty  Malefactors." 

Of  wicked  Men,  none  are  so  mean 

as  there  to  be  neglected : 
Nor  none  so  high  in  dignity, 
«•  there  to  be  respected. 

Of  these  trembling  sinners  "  At  this  sad  season,  Christ  asks  a 
Reason  (with  just  Austerity)," 
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Why  still  I{cl]  ward,  without  r^jWd, 

they  boldly  ventured. 
And  chose  Demnetion  before  Salvation 

when  it  was  offered  ' 
Why  sintul  pleasures  and  earthly  treasures 
like  ibol»  they  prixed  more 

Then  hcav'iily  wealth  F.tem.d  health 
and  all  Ciuiai'b  lvoy;il  aturc? 

The  hypocrites  characteristically  appear  foremost  to  "  plead 
for  themselves";  and  their  unfortunate  companions  of  all 
degrees  follow  Ihcir  example.  But  in  vain  are  all  glosses  and 
extenuating  picas;  for  "The  Jiici;^e  replyeth,"  and  they  are  cut 
short  by  a  relentless  logic,  before  which  their  pleadings  become 
as  cobwebs  and  are  rent  in  twain. 

Thus  all  mens  Flea's  the  Judge  with  ease 

doth  aiMwer  end  confute, 
Untill  that  all,  both  great  and  •mallp 
«    are  silenced  and  mute. 
Vain  hopes  are  cropt ;  all  mouthet  an  slopt, 

sinners  haxc  nought  to  s.iy, 
But  that  'tis  just»  and  equal  most 

they  should  be  damn'd  for  ay. 

"  Behold,"  adds  the  author  in  a  marginal  note  in  a  later 
edition,  "  the  formidable  estate  of  all  the  ungodly  as  they  stand 
hopeless  and  helpless  before  an  impertial  Judge,  expecting 
their  final  Sentence." 

Others  Plead  for  Pardon  both  from  Gods  mercy  and 
Justice ; "  but  *'  Mercy  now  shines  forth  in  the  vessels  of  Mercy, 
the  wicked  [are]  uU' convinced  &  put  to  silence,  [and]  the  Judge 
pronounceth  the  Sentence  of  condemnation." 

Ye  sinfttU  wi^fkU,  and  atrseJ  spri^htSt 

that  work  luiqutty, 
Depart  together  from  me  /or  ever^ 

i»  endless  Misery. 
Your  fofiion  take  in  that  s<:J  /'..rh- 

where  Fire  and  Brtmftonc  ^tnuth  : 
Sif^  /Ae  mart  wJUeA  ymr  desert 

at  ift  due  wages  cMmetk. 

They  wring  their  hands,  their  caitiff -handi^ 

and  gnash  their  teeth  for  terroar ; 
They  cry.  they  rore  for  anguish  sore, 

and  gnaw  their  tongues  for  honoUT. 
But  get  away  without  delay ; 

Christ  pltties  not  your  cry; 
Depirt  t'.  Hill:  there  may you  jdl 

and  roar  EiettuUy. 
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Fcrluips  the  hardest  case  of  ah  is  that  of  "  Reprobate 
infants," 

who  dj'd  in  Infancy. 
And  never  had  or  good  or  bad 
effected  personally; 

who  are  involved  in  the  condemnation  of  the  ungodly,  solely  by 
the  force  of  the  guilt  of  Adam.    "  How  could  we  sin,"  they  cry, 

How  could  wc  sin  who  had oot  bin? 

or  how  is  his  siu  our 
Without  consent,  which  tu  piewnt 

«e  never  had  a  pow'r  I 

Tliese  infant  wights  plead  with  an  earnestness  and  force 
worthy  of  older  sinners;  but  ** Their  Arguments  [are]  taken 
off"  by  a  reasoning  which,  though,  to  us,  contradictory  in  the 
extreme,  is  a  concise  statement  of  that  doctrine  of  Adam's  fall 
and  infant  damnation  which  still,  perhaps,  holds  a  place  in 
darkened  corners  of  the  Church. 

Then  answered  ih>-  Judge  most  dread; 

God  doth  such  doom  forbid. 
That  men  should  dy  eternally 

for  what  they  never  did. 
But  what  you  call  old  A,/am's  Fall, 

and  onely  his  Trespas. 
You  call  amiss  to  call  it  his: 

both  his  and  yours  it  was* 


Had  you  been^nade  in  Adam's  stei'l, 
you  would  liice  things  have  wrought ; 

And  so  into  the  adf-same  wo 
your  selves  and  yonvs  have  broogbt. 


In  the  end,  the  inexorable  Judge  cuts  short  all  pleas, 
declaring 

A  crime  it  is;  therefore  in  blis 

you  may  not  hope  to  dwell  '■ 
But  unto  you  I  ahalt  allow 

the  easiest  room  in  Hell, 
The  glorious  King  thu»  answering,  , 

they  cease,  aitd  plead  no  longer: 
Their  Consciences  mu<t  n.  eds  confes 

his  Reasons  are  the  stronger. 

It  is  refreshing  to  know  that  the  unfortunate  babies  are  able 
to  weigh  conscience  and  reason,  despite  their  tender  age,  and 
arc  satisfied  with  the  judgment  rendered  against  them;  although 
the  sight  of  Adam,  the  chief  offender, 
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"WboM  sinful  Fall  hath  tpUt  iw  all, 
and  brought  us  to  this  pais, 

sitting  on  a  throne  of  glory  before  their  eyes,  might  raise 
some  doubts  in  their  infant  minds.  We  of  maturer  life  and  a 
broader  religious  faith  cannot  bring  our  consciences  to  confess 
the  justice  of  the  final  doom. 

If  the  reader,  who  rejoices  in  the  light  of* the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, seeks  yet  farther  to  know  the  serious  and  honest  belief  of 
an  earnest  New  England  Puritan  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a 
few  verses,  contrasting  the  fate  of  the  "  sinful!  wights  **  with  the 
exalted  state  of  the  saints,  who  "reyoyce  to  see  judgment 
executed  upon  the  wicked  World,"  may  suffice. 

As  chaff  that's  dry,  and  dust  doth  fl/ 
before  the  Northern  wind; 

Riglit  ><)  -Axv.  they  cha.sed  away, 

and  can  no  Refuge  &nd. 
They  hasten  to  the  Pit  of  Wo. 

guarded  liy  Angels  -tout  : 

Who  to  fulfili  Christ's  holy  will 
attend  this  wiclced  Rout. 

Whom  having  brouf;bt,  as  they  are  taught, 

uiitu  the  brink  of  I  l>:-U 
(That  dismal  jil.ut;  far  from  C  hrist's  fac^ 

where  Death  and  l)arknt>^  dwell : 
Where  God's  fierce  Ire  kindltlh  ihc  lire, 

and  Vengeance  feeds  tht  flame 
With  I'ile^  of  wo'  d  .ind  brinivionc  flood, 

so  none  can  quench  the  same.) 

With  Iron  bands  they  hind  their  baadt 

and  cursed  feet  together, 
And  cast  them  all.  both  great  and  small, 

into  that  Lake  for  < m  r 
Where  day  and  night,  without  respite. 

they  wail,  and  cry  and  bowl 
For  tort 'ring  pain  which  they  sustain 

in  Body  and  in  Soul. 

For  day  and  night,  in  their  detpight, 

thpir  torment's  smoak  ascendeth  ; 
Their  pain  and  grief  ha\  c  nu  relief, 

their  anguish  never  endeth. 
There  nui-t  they  lye,  and  never  dye  J 

though  dying  ever)'  day: 
There  must  th^  dying  eirer  ly ; 

and  not  consume  away. 
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Dy€  fain  ll>cy  would,  it  dye  tlicy  could : 

but  death  will  not  be  had. 
God's  direful  wrath  their  bodies  hath 

For  ev'r  Immortal  made. 
They  live  to  lie  in  miBerie. 

and  lienr  eternal  wo: 
And  live  they  must  whil  st  Oud  is  just, 

that  ha  may  plague  them  ao. 


The  Sainu  behold  with  coorage  bold, 

and  thankful  wonderment, 
To  see  all  those  that  were  their  fbea 

thus  seat  to  puniabment: 
Then  do  they  sing  unto  their  King 

a  Song  of  endless  Praise : 
They  praise  his  Name,  and  do  prodaime. 

that  just  are  all  his  wayea. 


Of  such  material  and  of  such  a  form  was  the  great  New  Eng- 
land epic  of  the  seventeenth  century.  From  a  subject  more 
vast  and  terrible  than  that  of  the  great  poem  of  Milton,  which 
it  preceded,  the  Maiden  bard  evolved  a  work  which  shook  the 
religious  heart  of  the  Puritan  world.  Its  sulphuric  and  sombre 
measures  were  caught  at  once  upon  the  lips  and  sank  Hre[i  into 
the  minds  of  a  whole  people  ;  and  its  cruel  influences,  even  now, 
have  barely  disappeared  below  the  horizon  of  time  to  return  no 
more. 

"  Frightful  and  blasphemous  "  though  it  may  seem  in  the 
light  of  a  later  century,  as  a  recent  writer  has  intimated,  we  cannot 
afford  to  neglect  it  or  to  undervalue  the  part  which  it  bore  in 
the  days  of  the  elder  New  England.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  past  and  we  may  shudder  befori-  it  or  ridicule  it;  but  we 
must  consider  it  and  examine  it,  if  we  would  become  familiar 
with  the  religious  hopes  and  fears  of  our  fathers.^^    Happily,  it 

Tyler,  Histcry  ef  AmerUan  Literm-  ati'l  firtni\iss  f*f  rLsolvc,  for  wluJi  ue 

ture,  ii.  34.  almost  venerate  the  old  men  who  laid 

**  Ssunuel  Kettell,  hi  an  article^  the  the  foundation  of  our  repubUe.  Neither 

historical  portion  of  which  is  rather  of  let  the  Invcr  nf  the  sacred  nine  clcsi  ise 

imagination  than  of  fact,  says:  —  "Let  the  mu-t-  of  our  author.    Honuly  and 

not  the  modem  reader  turn  with  disgust  coarse  of  ^jxi  cb  as  she  is,  her  voice 

from  the  perusal  of   his  moral   SL-nti-  probably  sunk  into  the  kr.iris  of  those 

meats.    Kc^ugiuui  as  they  uuy  \h:  to  who  listened  to  her  rude  melody,  lca\- 

our  tastes,  and  grotesque  as  they  appear  ing  there  an  impression  deeper  than  any 

in  an  ag^  of  refinement,  they  ccmtributed  which  the  numbers  of  a  Byron,  a  Southey, 

n«v«f|]^«aa  mainly  to  the  formation  of  or  a  Moore  may  ever  produce.**— Ji;^/> 

that  character  for  unbending  integrity,  meiuif  AmtrtMn  P\i^y,\.  jji. 
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is  no  longer  a  living  thing,  having  power  over  the  hearts  of 
men.  It  is  now  dry  bones  —  a  literary  curiosity,  which  has 
passed  so  far  beyond  the  range  of  human  interest  that,  as  a  lit- 
erary work,  it  is  a  subject  neither  for  criticism  nor  praise. 

Mr.  Dean  prints  a  catalogue  of  the  library  of  VVigglcsworth, 
taken  from  the  inventory  in  the  Middlesex  Probate  files,  and 
elsewhere  he  draws  attention  to  its  cliaracicr.*'  The  preacher 
and  the  physician  were  con.^ulicci  iii  its  selection,  but  the  tastes 
of  the  poet  were  set  aside.  A  single  volume,  that  of  the  sportive 
and  polished  Horace  —  a  strange  companion  for  the  austere 
Puritan  —  relieved  the  sombre  array  of  theology  and  ntedixval 
science* 

I  cannot  agree  with  those  who  have  written  of  Wigglesworth 
that  he  borrowed  nothing  and  that  his  verses  show  no  indications 
of  an  acquaintance  with  tihose  who  had  sung  before  him.  In 
one  of  his  most  melodious  flights  he  cries :  — 


C)  Heaven,  most  holy  place 
Which  art  our  country  dear ! 

What  can>i.;  hn-    t  t..  long  for  the^ 

And  litg  with  many  u  tear. 

Earth  U  to  me  a  Prison ; 

This  Biidy  an  usek  «s  weigh*  ■ 
Aud  all  things  else  vile,  vain,  and  nought. 

To  one  in  such  ill  plight** 


He  has  a  dull  ear  and  a  duller  perception  who  does  not  find 
here,  both  in  spirit  and  form,  an  echo  of  that  fine  old  hymn  of 
the  ages,  that  product  of  the  piety  and  love  of  Hildcbcrt,  of 
Peter  Damian,  and  of  Davie  Uickson  —  the  New  Jerusalem. 


O  Mother  dear,  Jerusalem  I 

When  shall  I  come  to  thee  ? 
When  shall  my  sorrows  have  an  end'~ 

Thy  joyK  when  shall  I  see? 
O  happy  harbour  of  God^t  saints  1 

O  sweet  and  pleasant  soil ! 
In  thee  no  sorrows  can  lie  foun^ 

No  grief,  no  care,  no  toil. 


Similar  indications  may  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  same 
volttme,  especially  in  the  second  part,  entitled,  RiddUs 
UnriddUd. 

n  Dean.  Wigf^twoftk^  1 39^  1 51-1 52.    "  AAvT  Omt^tke  £attr,  Mediution  V.,  v.  9. 


Digitized 


MICHAEL  WiGGLESWORTH. 


333 


Donald  G.  Mitchell,  in  his  En^isk  Laiub^  iMUrSt  and  Kings^ 
has  drawn  my  attention  to  the  possible  indebtedness  of  Wiggles- 
worth  to  Thomas  Dekker  (i  568-1 640)  whose  Dreame  of  the 
Last  Judgemmi  may  have  suggested  the  Day  of  Doom.  It  is,  as 
Mr.  Mitchell  remarks,  "  as  if  this  New  England  poet  of  fifty 
years  later  may  have  dipped  his  brush  into  the  same  paint-pot.** 
Compare  this  passage  of  Dekker  with  similar  passages  in  the 
work  of  Wiggleswortb. 

Tlieir  cries,  nor  jrdling  did  the  Judge  regard. 

For  all  the  doorcs  of  Morcv  up  were  bar'd  : 
Justice  and  Wraih  in  wrinkles  knit  his  forhead, 
And  diue  he  spake:  You  curMd  and  abhorred, 
•  Vou  brnorl  of  Sath.m,  sonnes  of  death  and  hell. 

In  tires  that  still  shall  buine.you  still  dwell; 
In  hoopes  of  Iron  :  then  were  they  bound  up  strong, 
(Shrikes  being  the  Burden  of  their  dolefull  song.) 

While  the  Day  of  Doom  was  passing  through  the  press,  Mr. 
Wigglesworth  wrote  another  "  Composure  *'  entitled,  Godi  Cott' 
troversy  with  New-England^  written  in  the  time  of  the  great 
drought  Anno  1662,  by  a  Lox'er  of  New- England's  Prosperity. 
This  poem  remained  unpublished  and  unknown  until  1850,  when 
it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  W.  McClurc, 
who  was  then  preparint^  liis  portion  of  BirCentennial  Rook  of 
Maldtn^  in  the  pa^cs  of  which  parts  of  it  were  printed.  It  then 
disappeared  from  sight,  and  eager  inquiries  and  a  wide  search 
failed  to  discover  its  hiding  place  until  1871,  when,  with  other 
papers,  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
J.  (ireenwood,  formerl)'  of  the  First  Parish,  who  presented  it  to 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  in  whose  Proceedings  it 
was  printed  in  full. 

It  wns  written  in  a  year  of  discoura;^cmcnts  and  trrr.iblr^  and 
its  author  found  full  scope  for  hi"?  peculi.ir  powers.  In  England 
the  Puritan  cause  had  failed  and  the  Stuarts  had  returned;  and 
the  cruel  Act  of  Uniformity  was  driv  ing;  faithful  and  pious  men, 
like  Marmaduke  Matthew?,  into  exile  abroad  or  want  at  home, 
Political  ruin  to  the  colonies  was  imminent,  and  the  day  of  their 
liberties  seemed  almost  at  an  end.  Besides  these,  canker  worms, 
that  ancient  as  well  as  modern  pest,  had  devoured  the  foliage  of 
the  trees  and  destroyed  their  fruits,  and  a  great  drought,  threat- 
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ening  pestilence  and  famine,  pervaded  New  England  and  much 
sickness  prevailed*  Then  first  appeared  that  dread  disease,  the 
croup,  which  has  never  since  been  absent  from  the  land.  All 
these  woes  are  characteristically  referred  to  the  wickedness  and 
unthankfulness  of  the  people ;  and  the  poet»  after  drawing  a 
lively  picture  of  the  prosperity  and  decline  of  New  England, 
introduces  the  Almigh^,  who  rates  and  threatens  the  ungodly 
generation  in  good  set  terms,  concluding  with  a  menace  of  phy»> 
ical  annihilation. 

Now  therefore  hearken  and  encline  yo'  ear, 
In  judgement  I  will  henceforth  with  you  plead; 

And  if  by  that  you  will  not  learn  to  fear, 

But  still  go  on  a  sensuall  life  to  lead :  * 

lie  strike  at  once  an  All-Consuming  stroke ; 

Nor  cries  nor  tears  shall  then  my  fierce  intent  revoke. 

Then  begins  the  punishment — the  pleading  judgment,  in  the 
vivid  description  of  which  we  may  see  the  burnt  fields  of  New 
England  and  the  aMictcd  households  of  "  last  Autumn  and  this 
^ring." 

Thus  ceaat  his  DteMUoUhreatniDg  voice 

The  High     lofty  One. 
The  Heavens  stood  still  Appal'd  thereat ; 
The  Earth  benmh  did  groane: 

Soon  after  I  behclfi  and  saw 

A  mortall  dart  come  tiying : 
I  lookt  again,  ft  quickly  saw 

Some  fainting,  odiera  djring. 

The  Heavens  more  began  to  lowiC^ 

The  welkin  Hlacker  grew  : 
And  all  tilings  seemed  to  forebode 

Sad  changes  to  cn<;cw. 
From  that  day  forward  luiih  the  Lord 
Apparently  contended 

With  u<  in  Anper.  and  in  Wrath: 

But  M  e  have  m>t  .iinendtd. 

Our  hcallhfull  dayes  arc  at  an  end, 

And  sicknesses  come  on 
From  yci-r  to  yeer,  l-ccaus  hearts 

Away  from  God  arc  gone. 
New'England,  where  for  many  yeen 

You  scarcely  heard  a  concrh. 
And  where  Physicians  had  no  work, 

Now  finds  them  work  enougli. 

Now  colds  and  coughs,  Rhewms,  and  tore-throats, 

I">n  more  ^-  more  abound  t 
Now  Agues  sore  &  Feavers  strong 
In  every  place  are  found. 
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Hovr  m.iny  houses  have  we  seen 

Last  Autumn,  and  this  spring, 
Wberein  the  healthful  were  too  lew 

To  help  the  laDgoiahing. 

One  wave  another  followeth, 

And  one  disease  begins 
Before  another  cease,  becaus 

We  turn  not  from  our  sins. 
We  »topp  our  ear  against  reproof. 

And  hearken  not  to  God : 
God  stops  his  enr  ag.iinst  o'  prayer. 

And  take*  not  ott  his  rod. 

Our  fruitful  seasons  have  been  turnd 

0(  late  to  barrenness, 
Sometimes  through  great  arul  parching  drought, 

Sometimes  through  rain's  excess. 
Yea  now  the  pastuiea  &  com  fields 

For  want  of  rain  do  languish  ; 
The  cattell  mourn,  &  hearts  of  men 

Are  liird  with  fear  &  anguish. 

The  clouds  are  often  gathered. 

As  if  we  sho'.ild  havt:  rain: 
But  for  o'  great  uuworthiness 

Are  scattered  again. 
Vc  pray  &  fast,     make  fairsbowes, 

As  it  we  meant  to  turn: 
But  whilst  we  turn  not,  God  goes  on 

Our  field,  &  fruits  to  burn. 

AnH  burnt  are  all  things  in  such  SOIt, 

That  nothing  wow  appears. 
But  what  may  wound  our  hearts  with  grief. 

And  dr.i'.v  ff'.ir'h  flood-  of  tearSS. 
All  things  a  tanune  du  presage 

In  that  extremity. 
As  if  both  men,  and  also  beasts. 

Should  soon  be  done  to  dy. 

Tlii*  t)  New-Kngiand  hast  thou  got 

Hy  riot,  &  excess  : 
This  hast  thou  brought  upon  thy  self 

Ky  pride  &  wantonness. 
Thus  must  thy  worldlyness  be  whipt. 

They,  that  too  much  do  crave. 
Provoke  the  Lord  to  take  away 

Such  blessings  as  they  l»v& 

We  have  been  also  threatened 

With  worse r  things  then  these: 
And  God  can  bring  them  on  us  still, 

To  morrow  if  he  please. 
For  if  his  merqr  be  abus'd. 

Which  hoipe  us  at  our  need 
And  mov'd  his  he-art  to  pilty  us. 

We  shall  be  plagu'd  indeed. 
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Beware,  O  niiiL\x\  Land,  beware ; 

And  do  not  think  it  strange 
That  sorer  judgements  are  at  hand* 

Unless  tho»i  quickly  change. 
Or  God,  or  thou»  must  qukkty  change} 

Or  else  ihou  art  tmdon: 
Wrath  cannot  cea^e,  if  sin  rcnaain, 

Where  judgsment  is  begun. 

Ah  dear  New  England)  dearest  land  to  me; 

Which  unto  God  hast  hitherto  been  dear. 
And  niayst  be  still  more  dear  than  formerlie. 

If  to  liis  voice  Ihon  wilt  incline  thine  ear 

Consider  wel  &  wisdy  what  the  nd* 
Wherewith  thou  art  from  yeer  to  yeer  chastlied, 

Instructeth  thee.   Repent,  &  turn  to  God, 
Who  wii  not  have  hb  nurtoie  be  despised. 

Thou  still  hast  in  ihce  many  praying  saints. 
Of  great  account,  and  precious  with  the  Ivord, 

Who  dayly  powre  out  unto  him  their  plaints, 
And  strive  to  please  him  both  in  deed  ft  word. 

Cheer  on,  sweet  souls,  my  heart  is  with  you  all. 
And  shall  be  with  you,  maugre  Satban's  might : 

And  whereso'ere  this  body  be  a  Thrall, 
SliU  in  New^England  shaU  be  my  dcllght.» 

His  bodily  weaknesses  continuing,  if  not  increasing,  "  Alter 
y  first  impression  of  my  books  was  sold,"  Mr.  Wigglesworth 
writes,  I  had  a  great  mind  to  go  to  Bermuda,  and  found  many 
incouragers  and  tncouragements  thereto."  He  records  that  he 
got  together  **  a  pretty  compet.  estate "  to  take  with  him,  and 
that  physicians,  with  the  exception  of  John  Winthrop,**^ 
encouraged  him;  and  *'so  we  set  sayt  about  the  23  of  Sept 
1663." 


*•  Mats.  Mist.  S».  Proc.  May.  1871, 

3'  This  was  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  son 
of  the  Governor  of  Masanchasetts,  whom 

Wiccrlc^n  nrth  frcqiienflv  ronsulted.  He 
wa.^  gtadiiatetl  al  l>ui)iiii  University- 
and  after  performint;  some  pu!)lic  ser- 
vice in  England,  he  followed  his  father 
to  Massachusetts  Hay.  but  soan  re- 
turned. Coming  again  in  1635  to  New 
I^ngland.  under  a  commission  from  Lord 
Say  and  Sele  and  others,  holdinf?  under 
the  patent  cf  Roln  rt  Kirli.  r-:;irl  <if  War- 
wiclt.  he  built  a  fort,  which  he  called 
Saybroofc,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Conner 
ticut  River.   He  was  instrumental  in 


obtaining  the  charier  which  united  the 

co!r>nir-^nf  ( '< ,i , n<. c t icTi t  AwA  N'cw  Ilavtn, 
and  was  pronnncnt  in  the  affairs  of  New 
England  fur  many  years.  His  practice 
as  a  physician  'ift-nri  to  have  folloucrj 
from  his  sciviuific  attainments,  whith 
were  hirge  and  which  led  him  to  become 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Ixmdon.  "  Physicians  incouragcd," 
wrote  Mr.  Wigglcsworth,  "except  M 
Winthrope,  whose  counsel  came  too 
late,  nor  did  his  reasons  seem  suffi* 
cient."  Several  years  later  he  writes : 
"M'  Winthrope  being  consulted,  dares 
not  meddle  at  such  a  dtstance.** 
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The  voyage  was  long  and  tedious,  so  that  he  "  received  much 
hurt,  &  got  so  much  cold  as  took  away  much  of  y*  benefit  of 
that  sweet  &  temperate  air."  A  sojourn  of  about  seven  months 
and  a  half  did  not  result  in  any  great  improvement  of  his 
health ;  and  this,  with  other  unfavorable  conditions,  was  made 
the  ground  of  a  speedy  return.  After  a  *'  short  and  comfort- 
able "  voyage,  the  Lord  brought  him  home,  "  in  some  compet 
measure  of  Health,  blessed  be  his  name." 

In  a  season  of  characteristic  moralizing,  Mr.  Wigglesworth 
leads  us  to  believe  that  his  removal,  if  only  for  a  season,  was 
not  wholly  unwelcome  to  his  discontented  flock.  He  says:  — 

Fteradventure  the  Lord  removed  me  for  a  seasoo,  that  he  might  set  a 
better  watchman  over  this  his  flock,  dc  a  more  painfiil  labourer  in  hia 

vineyard.  This  was  one  thing  that  I  aimed  at  in  removing  (to  help 
the  peoples  modesty  in  this  case)  &  I  do  beleeve  that  the  Loid  aimed 
at  it  in  removing  me  for  a  season. 

Cotton  Mather  smooths  the  matter  in  another  way.  The 
Kindness  of  his  Tender  Flock  unto  him,"  he  says,  "was  an* 
swered  in  his  Kind  concern  to  have  them  Served  by  other 
Hands." I  do  not  consider  this  testimony  to  be  of  much 
weight,  opposed  to  the  apparent  meaning  of  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth's  own  words.  The  younger  Mather  was  sometimes  as 
unreliable  as  he  was  bombastic,  and  his  flowers  of  rhetoric  may 
be  found  as  false  as  the  deceitful  vanities  of  the  world,  which  he 
habitually  bewailed. 

The  absence  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  may  have  softened  what- 
ever feelings  of  dislike  the  people  had  towards  him  ;  or  a  better 
state  of  health,  bringing  a  more  cheerful  mind,  may  have  caused 
him  to  see  them  and  their  actions  in  a  clearer  light.  That  some 
change  had  taken  place  is  evident,  for  he  writes:  — 

I  have  found  more  love  from  the  people  g'rally  (both  Church  & 
Town)  since  my  return  then  I  did  before,  and  they  have  done  more  for 
me  of  their  own  accord  w"  left  to  their  liberty  then  they  had  done  for 
some  ycers  before  I  went  away.  And  the  l  orrl  hnth  nlsn  m  itlf  me 
more  ser\iceable  to  them,  at  least  in  a  private  way,  iv:  given  more 
incouragement  &  success  in  y""  conversion  of  souls  then  ever  before. 


*»  A  Faithjul  Man,  aj. 
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What  shall  I  render  to  y*  Lord  for  all  his  benefits !  How  mysterious  are 

his  dealings,  &  his  ways  unsearchable  !  He  brings  meat  out  of  the 
Laicr.    O  blessed  be  thy  graci'  &  holy  name,  mo:>t  dear  i-uth  ! 

While  Mr.  Wigglesworth  was  in  Bermuda,  the  church  and 
town  called  a  pastor  to  the  field  which  had  become  for  a  season 
without  a  teacher.  This  was  Benjamin  Bunker,  the  second  son 
of  Geoi^e  and  Judith  Bunker  of  Charlestown,  who  was  born  in 

September,  1635,^  and  was  gradu- 

(^SKfim\,^^^^^*  Harvard  College  in  1658. 

Having  become  a  member  in  full 
$  communion  of  the  church  at  Charlestown,  April  29,  1660,^  he 

was,  according  to  an  entry  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth  in  the 
records  of  the  First  Church  of  Roxbury,  ordained  *'  to  y^  office 
of  a  Pastor  in  Maldon,"  December  9, 1663."  His  elder  brother, 
John,  had  married  Hannah  Mellows,  a  stepdaughter  of  Joseph 
Hills,  who,  as  has  been  seen,  was  the  leading  supporter  of  Mr. 
Matthews;  and  it  is  not  imlikely  that  the  influence  of  Mr.  Hiils 
may  have  brought  him  to  Maiden,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wig- 
gles wort  ii. 

Little  is  known  of  Mr.  Bunker,  either  in  relation  to  his  charac- 
ter or  his  attainments.  Mr.  Savage,  falling  into  error,  in  one 
respect  at  least,  remarks :  — 

That  he  well  filled  his  post  of  duty,  though  never  maixied  (as  seems 
to  be  essential  to  the  character  of  a  New  England  minister,)  we  may  be 
confident,  for  the  long  and  lamentable  verses  of  his  senior  colleague  re- 
veal no  tendency  to  fiction.^ 

*  "  [t^Sl  7t  mo :  Avf  so.  Beniamfne   sum  of  thirty  pounds,  or  twenty  potmd* 

IJimcker  the   son  of  Gcnrpe    I^unckcr  and  his  Diet. 

and  of  Judith  his  wife  was  Biibii^'d."  "  It  is  Inactcd  by  the  Tuwne  the  22(1 

Kfcords  ofFir^  CkurtA,  Ch^nUsUnvn.  of  february,  1660^  that  «  leve  should  be 

He  wa-?  called  to  the  church  at  made  for  the  same  of  five  and  twenty 

Uridgewatcr ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  pounds  upon  every  mans  estate,  which 

that  he  may  have  preached  there  hb-  is  what  they  promised  to  Mr.  lUmk'  r 

tween  the  time  oC  hU  beooming  a  for  the  earning  Along  of  the  Lords 

church  membor  and  his  coming  to  d»ys  Exercise  and  hi*  diet  Isefore  his 

M.ihlcn.  time    or   his   year   is   fully   i  xpyrcd." 

"It  is  ordered  and  Agreed  upon  by  BridsnoaUr  Records;  Mass.  J  list.  So. 

the  towne  of  Bridgewater  fredy  and  Proe.,  July,  1873,  ®- 

willingly  to  give  unto  Mr.  Runclter,  if  *♦  A'tf>ort  of  the  [B«ttgH\  Ptetrd  CmH' 

be  »hall  come  hether  to  supply  our  musioaert,  vi.  aoi. 

wants  in  the  way  of  the  ministrqr,  the  **  Cemah^tmt  Dki^  1.  398. 
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That  he  was  married  is  veiy  evident;  for  his  widow,  Mary» 
resided  in  Maiden  after  his  death  and  aftenvards  removed  to- 
Roxbury,  where  she  was  living,  January  12,  167^7. 

That  he  occupied  the  parsonage,  I  am  not  sure — it  seems 
likely  that  he  did ;  for  it  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Wigglesworth  had  • 
not  returned  to  his  former  home,  but  had  built  himself  a  small 
house  on  the  «x  and  a  half  acres  which  he  owned  east  of  the  > 
ministry  lands.*   In  1666  Mr.  Bunker  bought  the  house  and 

a 

^  Mr.  Wigglesworth  purchased  of   and  its  documentary  evidence  could  not  * 
Paul  wason.  December  31,  1657,  for  be  prodaced  a  few  yeait  hUer,  althoafh  • 
thirteen  pounds,  six  aiul  one-half  acres   smerai  witnesses  testified,  in  1663-63, 
of  land  "lying  in  Mauldon  aforesaid,    to  its  previous  existence.   As  has  just 
bemg  lately  the  land  of  Jno.  Lewis  now  been  mentioned,  Mary  Lewis,  herself, 

deceased,  &  was  Sometime  pnrt  of  the    was  a  witness  in  its  fnvor,  nlihoiigh,  as  • 
proifpei  lott  of  m'  Jno.  Alien  uf  Charls-    administratrix,  slie  had  sold  lu  James 
tovriie."   MuiJ.  C\>.  Deeds,  ii.  i6i.   Tbia   Green  a  portion  of  the  twenty  acres 
land  was  bounded  easterly  by  James   soon  after  (he  death  of  her  husband. 

Green;  westerly  by  the  ministry  land;  If  any  adverse  claim  was  then  made,  it  » 
southerly  by  the  highway  to  Winnisim-    was  allowed  to  rest  for  more  than  thirty 

met;  and  northerly  by  the  common  land,  years,  and  was  revived  in  1695,  when  > 
Its  prior  history  b  related  in  the  con*   Mr.  Wigglesworth,  by  a  payment  of  ten 

vxy.incc,  and  itjs  passage  from  li.tnd  to  pounds,  olit.iiiied  .i  quitclaim  from  the 
hand  bad  been  rapid.  Its  acquirement  Lewis  heirs.  Midd.  Co.  Dttdt,x.  \\^, 
by  John  Allen  in  the  allotment  of  the  Here  Mr.  WiggleswoTtb  built  hit 
two  hundred  arres  of  rcser\  cd  land  in  house,  which  appears  to  have  been  one 
1640  has  already  been  mentioned.  Allen  of  no  great  pretensions  or  capacity, 
•old  to  Lewis,  March  t6,  16$^,  bia  aldiough  it  was.  somen^at  grandil» 
twenty  acres  of  land,  "more  or  less,"  qucntly,  called  a  mansion  in  a  release 
lymg  south  of  the  cumrnon  field  and  given  by  S.miuel  Wigglesworth  in  I7<y'u. 
east  of  the  land  of  William  Bracken-  It  stood  far  back  from  the  road  to 
bury  and  that  which  the  town  had  pur-  Mystic  Side,  which  then  ran  in  a  south- 
cha.sed  of  James  Green  for  the  use  of  easterly  direction  from  the  meeting 
the  ministry.  Afidd.  Co.  Deeds^  ii.  42.  house  and  crossed  the  line  of  the  present 
John  Lewis  died  in  the  following  Sep-  Cross  Street,  near  the  comer  of  Han. 
tember,  having,  as  was  afterwai^  db-  code  Street  On  the  Imd  at  die  north, 
posed,  executed  a  writing,  or  deed,  by  easterly  Lorner  of  High  and  .Xshl.ind 
which  he  conveyed  to  Paul  Wilson  his  Streets,  near  the  wall  whicli  formerly 
dwetUng  bouse,  with  the  five»acre  lot  divided  the  land  of  David  Hutchms 
upon  which  it  stood,  and  "his  20  acre  frran  the  old  ministry  lands,  traces  of 
lot  of  land  without  the  common-field,  the  chimney  and  cellar  of  the  house, 
y(  was  sometimes  M;  John  Aliens  lot.**  and  the  location  of  its  well  could  be 
Depcsition  of  Mary  Cutler,  "sometime  discerned  a  few  years  ago. 
thc  wife  of  John  Lewis,  late  of  Mauldon,  For  a  more  convenient  way  between 
deceased."  MuU.  Co.  J)(eJi,  iii.  20^.  it  and  the  meeting  boose,  it  was  voted. 
The  land  which  Mr.  Wigglesworth  p  11  r-  March  1,  i6Sy5,  "at  a  publick  Town 
ebased  was  the  northern  portion  of  the  Mtciing  that  mister  wigelsworth  have  a 
twenty  acres.  hy  way  Granted  to  his  house  throw  the 

That  the  title  of  Wilson  to  the  Lewis  townea  land."  In  17 lo^  when  the  way 
property  was  earty  considered  to  be  over  the  town's  land  became  no  longer 
somewhat  doubtful  is  evident.  No  necessary,  by  reason  of  tiie  stoppage  of 
record  of  the  transfer  was  ever  made,   the  "Stoney  Lane,"  and  its  removal. 
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land  of  Ralph  Shepard,  comprising  about  fourteen  acres  lying 
north  of  the  parsonage  and  meeting  house  lots  on  both  sides  of 
"  the  road  to  Penny  Ferry."  The  houK  was  upon  the  westerly 
side  of  the  road ;  and  the  whole  property,  in  some  unrecorded 
way,  afterwards  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Blakeman,  bv  whom  eight  acres  adjoining  the  house  were  sold, 
February  20,  167^9,  to  John  Green.  The  land  lying  east  of  the 
road  was  sold  to  the  town  soon  after  and  became  an  addition  to 
the  ministry  lands,  as  has  been  related.  Blakeman's  title  was 
imperfect ;  and  when  John  Bunker  claimed  the  estate  of  his  uncle, 
in  1695,  the  westerly  lot  of  eight  acres  was  released  on  the 
payment  of  ten  pounds  and  twelve  shillings,  and  afterwards 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Green  family  until  their  possessions 
were  invaded  and  divided  in  the  ruthless  march  of  modern  im- 
provement. It  was  the  well-known  Bell  Rock  pasture ;  but  it 
did  not,  however,  include  the  site  of  the  meeting  house  below 
the  rock,  which  was  still  a  portion  of  the  old  parsonage  estate 
in  1898. 


northerly  {o  f»>rm  wlut  luis  since  ln.-'.ii 
known  a:4  lIut^:hin>Mi)'s  Lane,  I'ctcj 
Tufls's  I,ane,  ,m\  Cross  Street,  and 
when  the  bouse  had  passed  into  other 
h.tnds.  it  was  voted;  "That  y*  vote  y* 
past  formerly  and  entred  upon  y«  book 
K«fering  to  a  way  ouer  The  Towna  land 
To  tn'  wiggleawoiths  hoos  Jt  Reistiined 
an<l  made  voidu." 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth, 
his  widow,  \if  virtue  of  hia  will,  sold  his 


rt-.il  estate,  conuirisin-. 


with  the  hou»«  and  barn  standing  upon 
the  home  lot,  to  John  HtitcUnson  of 

Lynn,  for  eighty-seven  pounds.  Fc'i'u- 
ary  aS,  170^4.  MiUJ.  Cp.  Dtttis,  xiv. 
\^\.  Hutchinson  moved  into  the  house, 
wluri'  he  .nppears  to  have  lived  until 
about  1710,  when^it  proving  too  small, 
and  h.iving,  perhaps,  become  out  of 
repair,  he  built  a  new  house  further  to 
the  southeast  and  upon  the  highest  part 
of  il-  land,  by  the  side  of  the  w.iy 
which  had  just  been  laid  out  along  the 
southerly  line  of  his  field.  The  tragedy 
connected  w  th  <his  house  and  its  du 
struction  by  (ire  in  17JO  are  related  else- 
where. The  new  house  of  1730  wsM 


built  .UMiiiid  flic  chimrn.y  of  the  old 
hou%e,  which  aUiacicd  niucl)  attention, 
when  it  was  demolished  in  1883,  by 
its  bize  and  the  peculiarly  shaped  and 
somewhat  rudely  burned  bricks  of  which 
it  was  composed. 

Early  in  this  centuiy,  Wigglesworth's 
barn  was  stlU  standing  on  its  original 
,sitr.  It  w.i-  thtii  iLni<i\f(l  ti!  l1i>j  land 
on  the  ca&t  Mde  of  the  Hutchinson  house, 
where  it  withstood  the  great  September 
gal.-  iif  iSi 5,  although  n  i.:  tnt  addition 
was  blown  down.  It  was  dLinolished 
about  the  year  184a 

jolui  IIiULliin^ori  w.is  .i  blacksmith 
and  had  hi^  shop  U'„.ir  tliu  house.  At 
his  death,  August  21,  1762,  he  left  the 
shop  with  his  smith's  tools  and  one  half 
of  his  real  estate  to  joho  ToftS.  the 
son  of  his  deceased  daughter,  Mary, 
who  by  the  death  of  his  spinster  aunt 
Mehitable,  February  13.  1780,  came  Into 
the  possession  of  the  improvement  of 
the  other  moiety.  Hutchinson  and  the 
Tuftses  added  neighboring  lands  to  the 
Wii^  iesworth  lot,  portion^  i-f  uiiufi 
arc  &till  in  the  possession  of  their 
deiceiMlants. 
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As  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  colleague— or  neighbor,  if  the  former 
term  be  incorrect — whatever  may  have  been  the  aims  of  the 
dissatisfied  members  of  the  church,  Mr.  Bunker  appears  to  have 
gained  the  teacher's  love  and  esteem;  and  the  friendship  which 
a  companionship  of  six  years  had  cemented  was  celebrated  by 
the  poet  in  an  elegy,  which  rebuked  the  sins  of  "  Maldon/* 
while  it  praised  the  departed  saint.  He  died,  Febniaiy  3, 16^^, 
and  the  record  styles  him  "  Pastour  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at 
Mauldon."  ^  He  must  have  been  buried  at  Sandy  Bank,  but  no 
stone  marks  the  spot  where  his  dust  returned  unto  the  earth; 
and  his  only  memorial  is  the  "Composure'*  of  his  friend, 
Michael  Wigglesworth. 

Upon  the  much  lamented  Death  of  that  Precious 
servant  of  Christ,  M'.  Benjamin  Buncker,  pasto* 
of  the  Church  at  Maldon,  who  deceased 
on  the  3  ofy''  12"'  monetb  1669. 

if"  Bufuket*s  Character, 


He  was  another  Tiniothie 

That  from  his  very  youth 
W  ith  holy  wn'tr,  acquainted  waa 

And  vers't  ah'  word  of  truth. 
Who  as  bt  ipvm  to  riper  yeent 

He  also  grew  in  Grace ; 
And  M  he  drew  more  neer  bis  End, 

He  mended  still  bb  Pace. 

He  was  a  true  Nathaniel, 

I'lain-heartcd  Israelite, 
In  whom  appear'd  sincerity 

And  not  a  guilefull  sp'ritc, 
Serious  in  all  he  went  about 

Doing  it  with  his  Heart, 
And  not  content  to  put  off  Christ 

With  the  cternall  part. 


He  was  most  sound  and  Orthodox, 

A  down-right  honest  Teacher, 
Ant!  of  soul-searching  necdfull  Trutha 

A  zealous,  painfull  Preacher. 
And  God  his  pious  Labours  bath 

To  many  bearers  blest, 
As  by  themselves  hath  publiqucly 

Been  owned  &  confcat. 

Me  hath  in  few  yeers  learned  more, 

And  greater  progress  made 
In  Christianity,  then  some 

That  thrice  the  time  have  had. 
A  humble,  broken  hearted  man 

Still  vile  in  bis  own  eyes 
That  from  the  feeling  of  bis  wants 

Christ'*  Grace  did  highly  priie. 


^  His  estate,  the  inventory  of  which  interesting,  as  being  a  list  of  Ijooks, 

was   taken   by  John    Waytc,  Thomas  which  were  selected  by  one  who  seems 

I.ynde,  and  John   Sprague,  amounted  to  have  Ijeen  a  scholar  .is  well  as  a 

to  £,\2\  4s.  6cl.  in  personal  and  real  cs-  preacher.    As  a  private  library  of  the 

tate,  including  books  to  the  amount  of  present  day  it  might  be  considered  as 

£\j  i6s.  6d.,  which  were  appraised  by  being  rather  heavy,  a1tHoug[h  it  contained 

^fI  \V  L'-ii^^-worth.    J/,  //  Pi  chatt  Files,  a  goodly  .share  of  mental  nutriment  both 

The  latter  portion  of  the  inventory  is  in  the  classics  and  divinity. 

16 
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Still  thirsting  to  obtain  more  full ; 

Msanmcft  «f  Godii  Love: 
And  striving  to  be  liker  Christ 

And  to  the  Saints  above. 
Although  he  was  emla'ecl  wiA  Gifts 

And  Graces  more  then  many's; 
Vet  he  himself  esteemed  still 

More  poor  A  nle  then  anj. 

In  fruitless,  empty,  vain  dUcoarse, 

lie  took  no  good  content : 
But  when  be  talk't  of  Ueav'nly  thingii 

That  eeem'd  his  element 
There  you  might  see  his  heart,  &  know 

What  was  him  greatest  Plea3ure» 
To  speak  ft  hear  concemiDK  Christ 

Who  was  hb  onely  Treasure ; 

His  constant  setf-denying  frame, 

To  nil  true  laints  his  love, 
His  meekness,  sweetness,  Innocence 

And  spirit  of  a  Dove, 
L^'t  tticre  he  graven  on  OUT  hearts 

And  never  be  forgot. 
The  name  of  precious  saints  shall  UTe» 

When  wicked  mens  shall  rot. 


O  Maldon,  Maldon  thou  hast  long 

Enjoy'd  a  day  of  Grace ; 
Thou  hast  .1  precious  ni.in  of  God 

Possessed  in  this  place : 
But  for  thy  rin,  thoii  art  bereft 

Of  what  thou  dld'st  possess; 
Oh  let  thy  sins  alHict  thee  more 

Then  do  thy  wants  thee  press. 

Great  strokes,  Great  Anger  do  proclaime, 

Great  Anger,  Greater  sins. 
Wc  first  provoke,  before  the  Loid 

To  punish  us  begins. 
Good  Lord  awaken  all  our  hearts 

By  this  roost  solemn  stroke 
To  search  for,  find  oute,  and  forsake 

Our  sb»  that  thee  provoke 


Awake,  awake,  secure  hard  hcaru^ 
Do  you  not  hear  the  Bell 

That  for  3'nitr  Pastours  Funerall 

Soundeth  a  dolefull  Kneli  ? 
You  that  would  never  hear  nor  heed 

Th'  instrui^tioris  that  hf  fjave. 
Me-thinks  you  should  awake  ^  learn 

One  lesson  at  his  Grave. 

Repent,  Repent,  It's  more  then  time 

The  Harvest's  well  nigh  past, 
And  Summer  ended  t  but  thy  soul 

Not  saved,  first  nor  last. 
The  Iklows  they  arc  burnt  with  fire^ 

The  Instruments  are  gone. 
But  stiU  thy  I^usts  are  uttconsunicd  t 

Read  then  thy  Portion ; 

If  that  the  ffounder  melts  in  vain 

(Thy  lusts  do  not  dL-cay) 
God  will  account  thee  woillilcss  Dross 

Fit  to  be  caM  .iw  iy. 
Since  words  could  not  awaken  us, 

God  tries  what  blowes  can  do : 
He  strikes  us  on  the  head,  ft  makes 

Us  stagger  to  and  fro. 

Much  niore  I  might  have  said,  bat 

Time 

Will  not  the  sane  permit. 

Come  let  us  put  our  mouths  in  Dint 

And  down  in  Ashes  sit. 
The  Lord  hath  g^vli  us  Gall  to  drink. 

And  laid  us  in  the  Iht'^X : 
What  shall  we  say  ?   Heboid  we're  vile. 
But  tboM,  O  Lord,  art  just 

If  this,  ajid  such  like  awfuU  strokes 

Do  not  our  hearts  awaken, 
DovbtlesB  the  Gospel  will  ere  long 

Be  wholly  from  us  taken. 
If  we  repent,  return  to  God, 

Esteem  his  Gospel  more 
Improve  it  better :  then  the  Lord 

Hath  mercies  yet  In  store  * 


■  This  elegy,  copied  from  the  auto- 
graph original  in  the  library  of  the  New 
England  Historic  f /enL-alogical  Society, 
Etuer  AfSS.  i.  S,  has  l>een  printed  in 
the  Pi$ri(an  Recorder,  Oct  ii,  1855;  in 
the  Maiden  Mtstmgtr,  April  4,  1857  i 
and  in  the  N.  E.  Htst.  and  Oentat.  Retfis- 
terf  Mvi.  II.  In  the  latter  public.-ition 
was  printed,  at  the  same  time,  an  ear- 
lier poem  of  Mr.  Wigg^eswotth,  which 


apparently  alludes  to  the  condition  of 
the  New  England  churches  at  that 
time.  The  halfway  covenant,  which  was 
sharply  assailed  and  advocated  in  Mas* 
sachusetts  from  1659  until  long  after 
its  adopUon  by  the  celebrated  synod 
of  1663,  was  evidently  in  die  mind  of 
the  author  when  be  wrote  the  fint  two- 
verses. 
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We  must  infer,  from  several  indications,  that  when  Mr.  ^N^ig- 
glesworth  returned  from  Bermuda  his  physical  condilion  \nc- 
vcntcd  iiim  from  taking  any  very  active  part  in  the  ministry. 
Several  years  after  he  wrote :  — 

My  bodily  weakness^;  evidently  increase  &  grow  upon  mc  ;  espe- 
cially that  old  Mabdy  that  annoys  me  most  by  night.  And  what  fear 
&  distress  it  often  (yea  ever  &  anon)  puts  rae  into,  Lord  thou  knowest. 
For  my  sighs  &  graanings  (with  my  tears)  are  not  hid  from  diee.  By 
thine  immediate  hand  it  hath  hitherto  been  quelled  and  restrained, 
when  all  y'  means  y'  I  can  think  off  are  of  no  force.  But  still  it  con- 
tinueth,  &  my  bondage  is  greatly  increased  by  reason  of  it,  having  no 
means  nor  medicine  thai  yields  any  releef 

Cotton  Mather  speaks  of  him  as  one  "  that  had  been  for  near 
Twenty  years  almost  Buried  Alive"  It  was  about  this  time 
that,  medicines  having  failed  him,  he  "spent  much  time  &  Labor 
in  itudyin;^  &  seeking  after  what  niii^ht  be  helpful."    He  adds :  — 

But  yet,  I  liiid  no  rcleefc  in  any  thing,  but  am  forced  to  look  inimc- 
diatcly  to  the  Lord  for  help,  &  blessed  be  his  name  he  hath  many  & 
many  a  time  wonderfully  and  graciously  answered  me :  &  rebuked  it  in 
me.* 


"  When  M  the  waye»  of  Jesus  Christ 

Are  ccHHMed  too  preciae, 
Not  onely  Iqr  wniio  Babes  or  ffoolc% 

But  >bM»  Iqr  tho  WM  t 
When  RWB  gnnr  «eary  of  the  yolia 

Of  S'^^  dlicipliiMy 
An!  MMsk  to  buntihote  golden  iMum 

Wluclh  doe  their  losu  confine. 

**  When  some  .«  iiImh,  and  some  without, 
Kidi  down  the  Churchc*  wntl 

BecMHe  the  doofe  is  found  U»  ho 
Too  strait  to  let  in  all : 

The  beM  can  then  nought  dM  «K(WCt 
Bat  to  be  lamed  onti 

Or  to  be  namplcd  uoder  CmI 

Bjf  the  tmruly  rrtut." 

•  A  Fmth/ul  Man,  24. 

*>  He  had  at  this  time  to  bemoan  die 

!oss  of  Dr.  John  Alcock,  H.  C,  1646, 
who  practised  at  K«>ston,  where  he  died 
March  27, 1667.  He  writes  In  his  diary : 
"  Mr.  AlcocJj  is  fjone.  who!?e  plai'ster  w.i^ 
heretofore  of  great  crtitdcy  for  y  repress- 
ing it  P>^  disease],  w  ntorr  trouble* 
some  then  ordinary.  Mr.  Winthrope 
[of  New  London]  being  consulted,  dares 
not  meddle  at  such  a  distance."  Later 
he  received  an  unexpected  remedy  in 
relation  to  irtudi  lie  mites 


"After  tnnch  exercise  this  way  tS: 
many  sccrLi  sighs  unto  y=  Lord  under 
the  pressure  of  this  &  many  other  in- 
firmities, the  Providence  of  y«  Lord  hath 
presented  to  me  &  provided  for  me  an 
unex}iected  &  unknown  medicine,  a  box 
of  Mr.  Lockier's  pills,  (whose  booke 
with  some  {rills  my  Cosen  Reyner  met 

widi  .it  hi>  Latifllords  at  MeiidhaiTi,  ."v: 
signifying  to  me  the  high  commenda- 
tions  given  them  by  their  author,  ft  y« 
experience  of  sundry  there  of  good  by 
thum,  at  my  request  he  p'cured  me  a 
sight  of  y«  book  &  a  box  of  the  i^b  for 
5*.)  And  these  pi!h  I  am  now  hrijin- 
ning  to  take  this  ig  of  March ,  Hj6g. 
Ix)rd.  be  pleased  even  beyond  expecta* 
tion  to  bless  them,  as  thou  hast  by  an 
unexpected  &  a  strange  Providence  pre- 
<^cntt>(i  them  to  me,  ft  provided  them 
for  me." 

Lockyer  died  in  1672  and  was  buried 

in  St.  Mary  Overie*.  T  niu^)n,  wlicrt 
Judge  Sewalt  saw  his  monument  with 
this  couplet: — 

*'  Hi<  virlti'  -  -iiiit  111*  jiilU  .ir?  so  wr^I  l.n(j«:i 
Tliat  etivy  can't  cunAnc  them  under  stone." 
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Out  of  his  experiences  with  his  own  infirmities,  based,  per- 
haps, on  the  knowledge  wliich  he  may  have  acquired  at  college 
while  he  intended  to  follow  "y«  study  &  Practise  of  Physick," 
he  came  to  be  often  called  upon,  by  his  own  sympathy  and 
charity  or  the  importunities  of  his  neighbors,  to  prescribe  for 
the  bodily  ills  of  others.    Cotton  iMather  says:  — 

His  long  ^\'L•akIlcss  and  Illness,  made  him  an  Able  Phxsician.  He 
sttidieii  JVtvMi- ;  and  was  a  Faithjul  rhysician  tor  the  Ihhiy  as  well  as 
the  ^oul.    Ciod  made  him  a  Suiccsijul  fhysician,  &i  a  Beloved  one.** 

He  continued  the  practice  of  medicine,  even  after  he  became 
himself  restored  to  health  and  had  assumed  the  full  discharge 
of  all  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office.  Increase  Mather,  who 
appears  to  have  held  him  in  especial  friendship,  addressing  "  the 
Church  and  Congregation  at  Maldon  in  New  England,"  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  says :  — 

Although  in  some  of  the  Reformed  Churches,  they  do  not  permit  a 
Minister  of  the  Ciosi)cl  to  practise  as  a  Phxsiciau,  lest  he  should  thereby 
be  too  much  diverted  from  his  Sacred  Finployments,  one  of  these  Call- 
ings being  ordinarily  as  much  as  one  man  can  duly  attend ;  nevertheless 
tbe  Lord  enabled  kirn  to  manage  both  with  good  Success :  so  that  in 
being  bereaved  of  him  you  have  lost  an  able  Physician  both  for  Soul 
and  Body.  Nor  are  the  People  in  Maldon  the  only  Persons  who  have 
sustained  a  loss  by  his  Death." 

It  is  said  that  his  visits  extended  far  into  the  adjoining  towns, 
which  is  very  probable ;  as  practitioners  were  not  many  in  those 
days,  and  the  sick  were  obliged  to  seek  help,  beyond  the  homely 
practices  of  old  housewives,  at  long  distances.  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth,  himself,  sought  relief  from  at  least  two  physicians  in  Con- 
necticut. Of  his  abilities  as  a  leech  we  have  the  testimony  of 
the  Mathers,  just  quoted,  and  the  general  reputation  in  which 
he  was  held.  Samuel  Sewall  says  he  was  "very  useful  as  a 
Physician."     The  Balsam  of  Fennel,  a  favorite  medicine  of  the 

*'  A  Faithful  Afam,  25.  glesirorth  and  hii  Wife  from  Deacon 

Dedication  to  A  Kiilh/ul  M<iii.  )?,irn:irc!'s  iti  the  Coach  ;  to  discourse 

*■  A/irs. //is.'.CWl,         133.    Sewall  s\\:]i  itu  Witc  .i!j<jui  her  and  Judith's 

gives   other  testimony  as  to   the  ap-  M.iLidies."    //vi/.  80.    "  Aug'.  4,  [  1703], 

prcciation  of  Mr.  Wigglesn oith's  ability'  I  carried  ^^.lrv  to  Mr.  Wigglesworth's 

,\  physician  by  him&clf  and  others,  and  left  her  there ;  to  see  if  be  could 

"(June  18, 170>]  I  sent  for  Mr.  Wig-  help  her  against  her  SiclcneM  and  In* 
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celebrated  Dr.  lioiyoke  of  Salem,  is  said  to  have  been  prepared 

from  a  recipe  of  Mr.  Wiggleswortii  ^ 

It  may  be  that  he  received  some  compensation  for  the  prac 

tice  of  physic  and  that  this,  combined  with  wliat  income  he  may 

have  received  from  his  books,  suppt^rted  him  durini^  the  loncj 

period  of  his  sickness.'*   His  rclationaiiip  Lu  Liic  AlalLicii  chin  ch 

and  thoroughly  mixed  together;  pul 
them  into  a  flat  vessel  and  place  it  in 
a  chimney,  set  it  on  6re  by  putting  into 
it  a  small  live  coal  or  a  red  hot  iron, 
wlii.n  the  Jc-flagration  is  finished  and 
the  cake  of  salt  is  cool  enough  to  handle, 
take  it  out  and  with  a  kn&  scrape  off 
all  the  black  part,  and  ]H;\vdcr  it  in  a 
mortar;  it  will  be  found  reduced  in 
weight  <me  full  ball.  Pat  the  powdered 
salt  into  a  glass  vessel  capabk-  of  con- 
taining three  times  its  quantity,  add 
pure  water  to  it  by  an  ounce  or  two  at 
a  time,  stirring  it  after  every  addition  of 
water  very  briskly  with  an  iron  or  strong 
wooden  spatula,  and  adding  gradually 
^MMt  3 its  or  3ij  of  the  chemical  Oil 
of  Fennel  to  each  pound  weight  of  the 
salt.  This  stirring  or  violent  agitation 
of  the  mixture,  ought  to  be  frequently 
repeated  for  a  day  or  two.  after  a  stiffi- 
cit-nt  (|uantity  i>f  waicr  has  1)etn  added, 
which  will  be  when  a  quantity  nearly 
equal  to  the  salt  b  added. 

"This  Balsam,  as  it  b  very  impmpt rly 
called,  is  a  very  useful  remedy  where  an 
alkaline  medicine  is  wanted,  particularly 
for  infants,  or  in  those  cases  in  which 
acidity  is  predominant  in  the  stomach, 
and  is  diaphoretic  and  diuretic."  Md^ 

•  Mr.  Dean  thinks  it  not  unlikely 
that  "he  may  also  have  gained  some- 
thing, as  ministers  frequently  did.  by 
teaching  young  men  who  were  pie])ar- 
ing  for  college  or  the  ministry;  *'  and  he 
cite3  a  letter  written  in  1677,  by  the  Kev. 
Samuel  Hooker,  of  Famington,  to  the 
Rev.  Till  rra-'  Mather,  in  relaii'm  in  the 
education  of  his  son,  in  which  occur  these 
words:  "I  hear  Mr.  WIggleswortb.  be- 
ing at  greater  leisure  than  som  others 
(becaus  of  his  rare  preaching)  is  thought 
a  man  very  Idoneous  for  such  instruc- 
tion as  he  needs."  Mr.  Dean  adds: 
"  From  this  it  seems  that  his  health  w:<s 
supposed  to  be  strong  enough  to  enable 


firmity.  Augt.  6.  I  visited  Mary  as  I 
promis'd  her.  Mr.  Wigglesworth  thinlcs 
her  distemper  is  of  a  Convulsive  na- 
ture." md.  83.  ••OctohF  I4<»',  1704. 
visited  Col.  Savai;c.  He  has  kept  house 
7  weeks.  Mr.  Wigglesworth  came  to 
Town  the  9^  Inst<  and  admbiisiers  to 
him."    Jbid.  117. 

^  Mr.  i>can,  Wigj^esxvortk,  128,  sup- 
poses that  •*  Dr.  Molyoke  obtained  the 
recipe  from  Rev.  Samuel  Wigglesworth, 
protxibly  while  he  was  studying  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Itcrry  of  the  neighboring 
parish  of  Ipswich."  Edward-Stephen, 
a  great-grandson  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth, 
Studied  with  Dr.  Itolyokt  about  the 
year  1790^  and  the  redpu  xbxj  have 
come  inm  him;  and,  to  state  another 

P'lssiblc  means  of  transmission,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  Dr.  Berry,  himself, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  pnu:ti- 
tioncrs  of  his  time,  was  a  student,  afdr 
his  graduation  in  1712,  with  Dr.  Thomas 
Graves  of  Chariestown,  with  whom 
'-n-Tiuel  Wigglesworth  had  studied  in 
1707. 

Uf  the  medicine  itself  it  is  said : 
"The  artiLltj  so  well  known  in  this 
place,  [SalemJ,  by  the  name  of  ihi; 
'white  balsam  drops'  or  'fennel  bal- 
sam.' is  a  strong  solution  of  sul>K:arbon- 
ate  of  potass  with  the  addition  of  a 
little  of  the  essential  oil  of  sweet  fennel, 
and  is  a  valualile  diaphoretic  and  car- 
mfaiative,  especially  to  children.  This 
wa>  .1  f.ivori!!-  mediLiiu-  (hiring  his  whole 
practice.  He  obtained  his  hrst  knowl- 
edge of  it  from  a  Mr.  Wigglesworth 
of  Maiden."  ^^(moir  of  fiiu'iirj  A. 
Uotj„fite,  M.  D.,  LI..  D.    (Boston,  lUag). 

The  recl[>L-  i-  as  follows:  — 
*'  /falsa m  <;/  Ft  ttml.  Take  eq  ual  parts 
of  Cream  t  art-ir  (or,  whi.  h  w  ill  .inswer 
as  well,  of  While  Tartar,  if  it  be  very 
good,)  and  common  Nitre.  let  them  be 
reduced  in  a  mortar  to  a  fine  powder 
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is  very  vague.  Although  the  constant  use  of  later  writers  has 
led  us  to  consider  him  as  the  teacher  and  ihc  second  and  third 
pastors  as  his  colleagues,  it  is  not  altogether  clear  that  the  rela- 
tionship was  not  suspended;  and  the  title,  if  used  at  all,  may 
have  been  one  of  courtesy  and  not  of  actual  riL;ht.  I  am  alto- 
gether persuaded  that  he  was  not  treated  as  one  who  had  a  con- 
tinuous claim  upon  the  town  and  church.  Often  have  I  cause 
to  regret  the  loss  of  the  early  town  records,  never  more  than 
while  striving  to  unravel  the  confused  tan,t,de  of  ecclesiastical 
affairs.  What  were  the  original  terms  of  Mr.  VVigglesworth's 
settlement?  and  who  performed  the  ministerial  functions  during 
the  four  years  succeeding  Mr.  Bunker's  death?  Were  services 
held  occasionally,  as  Mr.  Wigglcsworth's  health  allowed?  or, 
was  another  pastor  settled  liere?  The  fact  of  Mr.  Bunker's 
pastorate  is  only  known  to  us  b)'  accidental  entries  in  the  Rox- 
bury  Church  records,  by  the  return  of  his  deatli  to  the  County 
Court,  and  the  fortunate  preservation  of  the  elegy ;  otherwise  it 
had  been  wholly  unknown  to  us,  as  the  settlement  of  another 
pastor  or  assistant  may  be. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Bunker,  tiie  pen  of  Mr.  Wigglcs> 
worth  had  not  been  idle.   In  September,  1669,  he  wrote:  — 

I  have  been  long  imployeil  in  a  great  work  composing  Poeuis  about 
cross.  1  have  already  found  exceeding  much  help  &  assistance 
itma  Heaven,  even  to  admiration,  so  y*  in  3  weeks  time  I  have  trans- 
cribed 5  sheets  lair,  dr  made  between  whiles  above  100  staves  of  verses 
besides.  Some  dayes  y^  Ivord  hath  so  asistcd  me  y^  I  have  made  neer 
or  nbove  20  st  ives.  I'or  w  ''  his  grcnt  ni'cy  I  bless  his  name  from  my 
soul,  (U'sirin^  stil  tu  make  him  my  u  \'  ft)  in  'I'his  prent  work.  Lord 
as:>ist  me  now  this  day.  Tu  inthi  Pruicj^ //ij  lu  iiiihi  i'liiia  crta.  a 
deo  et  ad  deu"  to  vavra* 

To  this  work,  which  he  completed  on  his  thirt\  -ninth  birth- 
day, October  18,  1669,  he  gave  the  following  title:  J\ha/  out  0/ 

him  to  teach."    C{.l>nn.Ii''  xf^ruK>r//j,  D.^^fn.   NTr  D.iiifnrth  write";  :       .  i'"  r>'  <. 

97;  Afius. /fist.  Coll.,  xxx\n\.  Tlitti:  vv.i>  a  publick   I  usl  tiuoughout 

It  is  certain  that  be  received  some  y*"  Jurisdictson.     This  day  o>  church 

assistance  from  the   contrilnHions  of  made  a  Collection  for  m'  Wigglcsworth, 

churches  other   Ih.in  his  o«n,  partly,  4"'  17'."    Rcxhuty  Church  R<cordt,  in 

perhaps,  bec.iuse  his  condition  was  nc-  Ktport  of  the  \Btam\  ItHtrd  Commit' 

ceisitouB,  and  partly  m  a  deserved  com-  tioiurit  vi.  205. 
pttBMot  to       author  of  the  Da^  of 
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the  Eater  Or  Meditations  Couccrning  The  Necessity,  End,  and 
I'scfidncss  of  Afflictions  Cnto  Gods  Children.  All  tetiding  to 
Prepare  them  For,  and  Comfort  thttn  Under  the  Cross. 

[MEAT  I  . 

Que  of  the 

EATER: 

O  R, 

Meditations 

Concerning  the  Neceflity,  End, 

and  Ufefalncfs  of 

UNTO 

God's  Children 

Atl  tending  to  Prepare  cheoi  F«r|  and 
Comforc  cheai  Uitdtf  the 

CROSS. 

By  Michael  IVfgglcfworik, 

Corrtati  »ni    Amtnitd   by  tht  AutW, 

in  die  Y^ir  170]. 

The  Fitch  Edition. 

Printed  by  %  ^t^t^far         it»k»,  nc4t 
the  N«w  Keno  Mmiug-Honib.  uu. 


It  was  published  soon  after.  vMthough  it  did  not  attain  the 
great  popularity  of  the  Dtiy  of  Doom,  it  was  very  successful ; 
and  six  editions  have  been  published,  the  last  having  appeared 
in  1770.    Mr.  Dean  says:  — 

Except  the  Diiv  <f  Doi^m  and  the  Btiy  Psalm  Book,  T  know  of  no 
poetical  volume  puhh.shcd  in  New  England  previous  to  the  Revolution, 
that  has  passed  through  so  many  editions  as  Meat  out  of  M«  EaUr^ 
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It  treats  of  aftliciions,  trials,  and  temptations;  and  "truly," 
says  Dr.  McClure,  "  alflictiun,  wIulIi  ha  i  tlcvourcd  so  many  of 
the  ^ood  luaii  :>  dearest  joys,  \va.i  made  to  disgorge  far  richer 
treasures  than  it  took  away."  ^  Professor  Tyler  esteems  it  less. 
He  says :  — 

Here  we  have  simpFy  the  Christian  doctrine  of  comfort  in  sorrow, 
translated  into  metrical  jingles.  With  nearly  all  sensitiveness  to  literary 
form  torpid  in  New  England,  and  with  devout  feeling  warm  and  alert, 
k  is  not  strange  that  this  clomsy  but  sympathetic  poem  should  have 
found  thete  a  multitttde  of  admiieis.  It  was  first  pobltshed^  piobabty, 
in  1669;  ten  years  afterward,  it  had  passed  through  at  least  four 
editions;  and  during  the  entire  colonial  age,  it  was  a  much-read 
manual  of  solace  in  affliction.  .And  indeed,  it  is  snch  poetry  as  might 
Still  serve  that  purpose,  at  least  by  plucking  from  ilie  memor),  for  a 
moment,  a  rooted  sorrow,  and  substituting  a  literary  anguish  in  place 
of  it* 

The  lart;cr  part  of  the  volume  has  a  sub-title  —  Riddles  Un- 
riddkd.  Or  Christian  Paradoxes  Broke  open  smelling  like  sweet 
Spice  New  taken  out  of  Boxes.  The  paradoxes  are  enumerated 
in  the  following  verse,  which  forms  a  poetical  table  of  contents 
or  a  guide  to  the  " songs  and  meditations"  which  follow. 

Light  in  Darkness,  Sick  mens  Health, 
Strength  in  U'eakuess,  Poor  mens  IVtaitk, 

In  Confinemmt,  Liberty, 

In  SoiitMde,  Gtml  Cmnpanft 
Joy  in  sorrmo.  Life  in  Dtttkt, 
Heavenly  Crowns  frr  Tkomy  Wreaths, 

Are  presented  to  thy  view 
In  the  Poems  that  ensue. 

I/mv  Trials  had  been  thine 

Jkeu  vculd  thitr  thte  mmrt  than  Wsnt, 

Of  the  several  poems  which  follow,  the  fourth  song  of  Htavenly 
Crowns  for  Thorny  Wreaths  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best.  It  is 
a  ^'ood  specimen  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth*8  versification ;  although 
it  lacks  the  action  and  realism  of  the  Day  of  Doom  which,  so 
far  as  his  genius  was  able  to  rise  above  its  limitations,  were  his 
strongest  points. 

Bi-Ctnttnnnd  Book  ^J^aldeih  148.       *  ^m^*  tfAmerkan  Litiraturt,  ii.  S7> 
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(O 

Ik-liokl  what  nutcliles<4  love 
The  God  of  Heaven  shows 
To  tbow  on  whom  Eternal  Life 

And  Glory  he  Kstosvs  ! 
If  now  God  call^  liiem  Sons ; 
liow  Glorious  shall  they  be, 
When  being  mndi.-  like  Christ  tb«j  shall 
Him  in  his  Glury  see  ? 

Their  Uudy  frail  and  vile 

That's  in  Corruption  sown^ 
Shall  then  be  raised  up  again 

In  Incorrupt  ion. 

This  mortal  must  be  Cloath*4 

With  Immortaiity : 
And  then  ahall  Death  be  emllow'd  op 

In  perfect  Victory. 

(3) 

It  is  at  present  sown 
A  Body  Natural : 
Bat  shall  arise  again  e're  long 

A  Hoity  Sjiiritnai. 
We  now  need  many  helps 
Our  vigor  to  maintain. 
As  Meat  Drink  Sleep:  l  ut shall ncedoOlie 
After  we  rise  ag<iui. 

(4) 

It's  nuw  in  weakness  sown; 

But  shall  be  rais'd  in  power  : 
Sown  in  Dishonour  :  but  shall  rise 

In  Glory  at  that  hour. 

It  shall  be  wholly  freed 

From  all  Infirmities, 
And  be  most  active,  hate  and  strong; 

When  once  it  doth  arise. 

(5) 

Though  subject  to  reproach 
Whilst  living;  and  when  dead 
If  est  needs  be  carried  out  of  sight, 

And  quickly  buritd  ; 
Yet  Christ  shall  raise  it  up 
With  beauty  shining  bright. 
More  lovely  !!i  in  the  morning  fair. 
With  Heavenly  Glory  dight. 

And  if  the  Body  shew 
So  beautiful  and  fair : 

How  shall  the  Soul  be  biautify'd 
And  shine  beyond  compare  ? 


Adom'd  with  costly  Robes, 
More  precious  far  than  Gold, 
Of  Christ's  unspotted  Righteousness 
Moat  lovely  to  behold. 

(7) 

When  as  God*s  blessed  Image 

Th.it  was  defac'd  by  Sin 
Is  perfectly  restor'd  again, 

And  ever  dwells  therein 

When  as  it  shall  hthold 

God's  Glory  shining  bright. 
And  be  transform'd,  and  glorious  made 

By  that  most  glorious  sight. 

(8) 

When  like  a  Class  it  shall 
Receive  those  Glorious  Rayes, 
And  back  agsfat  reflect  the  same 

To  Cod's  Ktornal  Praise. 
When  in  the  Sea  of  Bliss 
It  constantly  shall  move : 

And  he  f')r  ever  ravish'd  with 
The  sweetness  of  his  Love. 

(9) 

If  Motes  face  did  shine 

By  being  forty  dayes 
Ith  nioiinl  ;  How  --hall  tlicir  faces  shino 

That  dwell  with  Cod  always  ? 

M«tet  his  Badt-parts  saw. 

l!ut  they  >hall  see  his  face  ; 
And  to  their  joy  unspeakable 

Enjoy  the  God  of  Grace. 

(10) 

Ob  happy,  happy  Souls, 
That  in  God's  Bosome  rest ! 
That  of  the  Fountain  of  all  Bliss 
Already  are  possest  I 

Your  Lalioui's  at  an  end 
Your  seed  in  tears  was  sown. 
Bat  now  you  reap  a  joyful  Crop, 
And  wear  a  Glorious  Crown. 

(II) 

We  that  are  still  below 

Have  much  work  yet  undone. 
A  War  to  wage,  sharp  Thorns  to  wear, 

A  j  iinful  Race  to  run. 

Lord  help  us  so  to  run. 

As  that  we  may  obtain : 
That  when  this  Life  is  at  an  end 

We  may  in  Glory  reign. 


r 
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It  cU-cs  not  ajipcar  that  Mr.  Wigglcsworth  resumed  tlic  labois 
of  the  pen  to  any  great  extent  after  the  publication  of  Meat  out 
of  ike  EaUr.  The  only  poem  known  to  have  been  written  by 
him  after  this  time  is  that  which  follows,  the  author's  auto- 
f^raph  copy  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Ward 
Dean,  ills  biographer  and  descendant.  The  evident  aihisions  to 
his  own  case  give  it  an  interest  which  it  would  not  othenvise 
possess. 

l^ony  rehtm  ef  my  dear  friend  if  Fester  . 
a***  his  son  out  of  captivity 

unde'  y  Moors. ^ 

A  Song  of  Praise  to  keep  ia  remembrance 
the  loving  kindness  of  y*  Lord. 

t  2 

Come  hither,  hearken  unto  mc^  I  shalt  not  die,  hut  live,  and  shall 

All  yc  that  (jod  do  tear,  The  works  of  Jah  declare: 

And  what  he  hath  done  for  mj  aoul  The  Lord  did  sorely  chasten  mce 

I  will  to  you  declare.  Yet  mee  from  death  did  spsre. 

I  to  y'  Lord  fro  my  distress  O  set  wide  open  unto  mee 

Did  cry  &  he  gave  ear,  The  gates  of  righteousness. 

Out  of  Hell's  belly  I  did  cry,  I  will  go  into  them,  &  will 

And  he  my  prayer  did  hear.  The  pruse  of  Jab  confess. 


"  Captain  William  Foster  of  Charles- 
town,  who  h.i<i  married  Anne,  daughter 
of  William  Drackenhury,  and  sister  of 
the  husband  of  Mercy  Wigglcsworth, 
was  captured  by  corsairs,  while  on  a 
voyage  in  the  "small  ship"  Dolphin  to 
Bilbao  with  fish,  in  the  smmaer  or  early 
fall  of  1671.   Ilis  son  Isaac,  who  was 

I)r<ib.i^)ly  tlic  one  who  was  taken  with 
him,  had  just  been  graduated  at  Cam- 
bridge, at  the  head  of  the  class  of  1671 ; 
and  he  afterw  ini-  liccame  the  minister  of 
Hartford.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty  yean»  August  so^  i68a.  The  cap- 
tives were  redeemed  and  returned  home 
in  November,  1O73.  Cotton  Mather, 
with  his  usual  love  for  the  marvtllous, 
ascribes  their  liberation  to  a  miraculous 
interposition  of  Proviilence,  caused  by  a 
prayer  of  the  Apc»tle  ICliot.  I  le  says :  — 
"There  was  a  godly  Gentleman  of 
CharltitffWH,  one  Mr.  F»»ter.  who,  with 
his  Son  was  taken  Cajitivc  by  Turkish 
Kncmies.  Much  prayer  was  employed, 
both  privately  and  publickly  by  the  good 
people  here,  for  the  Redemption  of  th.it 
Gentleman;  but  wc  were  at  last  in- 
formed, that  the  bloody  Prince  in  whose 


I'^ominions  he  was  now  a  Slave,  was  re- 
solved that  in  his  Life  time  no  Pri^yoner 
should  be  released;  and  so  the  OiS" 
tressed  Friends  of  this  Prisoner,  now 
concluded.  Our  Hopt  is  Ltstt  Well 
upon  this,  Mr.  £iiot  in  some  of  his  next 
prayers,  before  a  very  solemn  Congre- 
gation, very  broadly  beg'd,  Utaventy  Ftt' 
thir.  rcTA-  for  r'-.i  A'.  ,'■[ .'/.''/  <;/  Mr  /•a^r 
Servant  Fosttr ;  aitd  ij  the  Prune  whitk 
detains  him  vsill  tut,  as  they  soy,  dismiss 
him  as  is  himself  lif  s.  I  ord  :(v  fi  ■••y 
thee  to  kill  that  cruel  Pitnct ;  kiii  him, 
and  glmrify  tiiysitf  up«st  him.  And  now 
behold  the  answer.  The  poor  Captived 
Gentleman  quickly  Returns  to  us  that 
had  1)een  mounting  for  biro  as  a  lost 
man,  and  brings  us  News,  that  the 
Prince  which  had  hitherto  held  him,  was 
come  to  an  untimely  Death,  by  which 
means  he  was  now  set  at  Liberty.  Thus 
we  now  know,  That  a  Firpfihet  has  hern 
am<}»ff  us."  Mather,  Li/e  of  John  Eliot 
( 1691 },  445 ;  Mather,  Afagaalia,  iti.  Cf. 

E.  Hist,  and  Geneai.  Reg.,  xxv.  67 ; 
American  /Fi,tori,  ,;l  Keicrd,  i.  392~3'"''- 
AreAaoiogia  Amerieana,  iiU  231-232 ;  Sib- 
ley* Harvard  Gradttatts,  it  336-341. 
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Bless  thou  the  Lord,  my  soul,  &  all 
In  ne,  bia  bolf  name 

Bless  thou  y*  Lord,  my  <;nnl,  &  all 
His  boundless  mindc  the  same. 

With  me  together  o  do  jree 
Jehovah  magnify  ! 

And  let  us  all  herein  agree 
To  lift  hit  name  on  higb. 


Thou  Wrokcn  ho^it  y""  iron  bam 

And  k>o!>'d  y  fettet*  attong, 
Thou  rescu'd  hast  y"^  poor-opprest 

From  all  that  did  them  wrong. 
Out  of  y  Dungeon  dark  &  deep 

Thou  haat  my  soul  >et  free 
So  long  aa  I  a  beiog  liave 

My  piaise  aball  be  of  tbee. 


The  God  bee  of  Salvation  it 

That  is  our  (lod  most  strong 
And  to  y  Lord  Jehov.\h  lioth 

Issues  of  Death  belong. 
The  Right  hand  of  Jehovah  is 

Exalted  upon  high : 
The  Right-hand  of  Jehovah  it 

A  working  valiantly. 


How  beautiful  Jehovah  is 

Oh  t.istc,  L*v:  sec  likewise 
Oh  great     tn.it  man's  blessedness 

Whose  trust  on  him  relieal 
Upon  y  Lord  for  evermore 

See  that  yo'selves  you  stay 
For  there  is  with  Jehovah  store 

Of  strength  y*  lasts  for  ay. 


On  Princes  poure  comlempt  dotb  Hee 

Lays  Tyrants  in  y^  dust 
Wiio  proudly  crush  the  innocent 

Tn  >;nti'ifv  their  hist. 
He  breaks  y-  teeth  of  cruel  Beasts 

That  raven  for  y«  prey 
Out  of  y<  Lion's  bloody  jawes 

Hee  plucks  y*  sheep  away. 


Oh  love  y*  I^rd  all  yee  his  saintt 

The  faithful  he  doth  guard 
But  he  unto  proud  doers  grants 

A  pkntyfun  reward. 
Because  Y  Lord  y'  poor  doth  hear 

Nor's  prisoners  doth  despise 
Let  Heav'n,  earth»sea.  bin  piaiw,  and  alt 

That  moves  therein  likewise. 


Of  the  second  colleague  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  the  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Blakcman,*^  we  know  but  little  as  concerning  his  connection 
with  the  Maiden  church.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  Rev, 
Adam  Blakeman  of  Stratford  in  the  Colony  of  New  Haven,  who 
had  been  a  clergyman  of  the  established  church  in  Leicester- 
shire and  Derbyshire.   Mather  relates  that, 

Coming  to  Iftw-Ensland,  iiroro  the  ^rm  that  began  to  look  black 

upon  him,  he  wns  attended  with  a  desirable  Company  of  the  Faithful, 
who  said  unto  hiiii,  "  Entreat  us  not  to  leave  you,  or  to  return  Jrom 


♦''  r  stylo  him  Reverend,  as  T  call  hitn 
the  colleague  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  the 
former  in  deference  to  his  apparent  office, 
and  the  latter  in  deference  to  what  has 
been  the  general  l>elief.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive that  he  had  a  complete  right  to 
cither  title ;  for  there  arc  inrlfrntinns  that 
he  was  never  ordained ;  and,  an  will  be 
seen,  iie  rcpe.itedly  styled  himself — not 
Reverend,  or  Clerk,  as  was  the  custom, 
but  —  Gentleman.  His  name  is  not  ital< 


iri/rd.  as  that  of  a  minisler,  in  the  early 
college  catalogues. 

He  always  wrote  his  name  at  in  the 

text.  :i>  <Ii(!  M-  fnthcr.  It  is  written 
Biakman  in  the  M.tUleii  records,  except 
in  one  instance,  nine  years  after  he  had 
left  the  town,  when  it  is  spelled  Ulack- 
man.  a  form  which  the  cplleije  cat-nloRiici 
and  the  persistency  of  later  writers  have 
almost  made  to  supersede  the  elder  and 
correct  orthography. 
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JoUffwing  aJUr  you  :  For  whithtr  you  go,  ar  wiU  go  ;  and  your  Gtd  $k»U 

Benjamin  Blakeman  was  born  at  Stratford  about  the  year 
1643,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1663.**  Two 
years  after  his  graduation  we  learn  that,  "  his  thoughts  ...  be 

not  to  attend  the 
work  of  Christ  in 

.     _  -         -  _        tlie  ministry,"  evi- 

O  «■"  I  '  I       ir  dently  to  the  dis- 

appointment of  his 
father,  who  diverted  from  his  use  a  legacy  of  books  in  conse- 
quence, saying  in  his  will :  — 

Concerning  my  books,  which  I  intended  for  my  son  Benjamin,  .  .  . 
my  wish  is  that  my  son  Atwater*'  nuke  his  son  Joshua  a  schoUer  and  to 
fit  him  for  that  woik  I  give  onto  him  my  Lattin  books;  but  if  not,  they 
shall  be  put  into  my  estate  and  di^KMed  of  as  my  wife  and  my  over- 
seen shall  think  fit 

Mr.  Sibley  sententiously  adds:  "Young  Atwater  did  not  be- 
come a  minister  and  take  the  '  Lattin  books.'  Benjamin  Blake- 
man studied  divinity."  In  1670  he  was  at  Stratford  and  was 
sought  to  keep  the  town  school.*^ 

In  1674  he  was  still  in  Stratford ;  but  the  next  year  he  had 
become  settled  in  Maiden.  Mr.  Savage,  with  his  usual  felicity 
in  guessing,  sa)^  he  was  ordained  here  in  1674 ;  but  there  are 
no  indications  that  he  was  ever  ordained ;  and  I  see  reasons  for 
accepting  as  a  fact  that  which  another  has  intimated — that  he 
was  "  only  statedly  employed  to  preach  there  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  without  ordination."  ^   In  June,  1675,  he  styled 

41  Mather,  .l/.rfmMr,  Book  HL  (2).       «*  f December  17.  1661.]  Benjamin 

chap.  7.  lilackman  appearing  in  C  urt   \  ()cing 

♦*  He  appears  to  have  been  not  al-  convicted  of  abusive  iii>tiiibaiice  to 

tofrether  blancleM  in  his  college  life,  Abntn  Smith  &  hU  family,  the  Court 

which  m.iy  have  caused  the  btpinninp;  scntt-nced  him  to  Kc  admonished,  &  to 

of  the  disappointment  which  his  father  pay  the  costs  of  the  Court,  ^ix  .shill." 

lubsequently  felt.    The  following  ex-  Midd.  Cmirt  Records, '\. 

tracts  relate  to  this  period  of  his  life.  Joshua  Atwater  of  New  Ilaveti^ 

[DLCcmlwr  9.  \(/y\\    The  constable  who  had  married  his  daughter  Maiy. 

of  Cambridge  is  ordered  "to  wame  Ben-       •*  Cf.  Sibley.  Harvard  Graduates,  ii. 

jamin  Klackman  f  he  appeare  at  y«  •*  140-141;  Goodwin,  GemaicgieaL  NcUs^ 

Court  to  Answer  for  abuse  offered  to  I'-a. 

.\br  tin  Smith  of  Charlatown."    Midd.  AmtrkoH  Quarterly  Rt^Her,  xL 

Court  FiitSf  in  lota,  193* 
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himself.  "  gentleman,  inhabitant  of  Maldon  in  the  colony  of  the 
Massacbnsetts,"  which  he  woold  hardly  have  done  had  he  be- 
come an  ordained  minister. 

He  was  married,  April  i,  1675,  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Scottow  of  Boston.**  That  he  lived  in  the  **  ministry 
house "  is  certidn ;  and,  as  has  been  mentioned,  he  appears  as 
tihe  owner  of  the  neighboring  lands  which  had  been  in  the 
possession  of  his  predecessor.  Of  his  ministry  nothii^  is  known, 
and  as  little  of  his  character.  If  he  may  be  judged  by  his  after 
life,  he  was  an  active  and  energetic  man  of  business «  a  buyer 
and  seller  and  a  getter  of  gain,  rather  than  a  self-denying 
minister  of  Christ.  Some  discontent  appears  to  have  preceded 
his  departure  from  Malden.^^  The  town  record,  which  now,  for 
the  first  timet  gives  its  aid  to  the  perplexed  antiquary,  opens 
with  a  memorandum  upon  its  fly-leaf  of  a  settlement  with  him, 
by  which  it  appears  that  he  had  preadied  four  years  and  that 
*'  of  these  4  years  m'  Blakm"  was  absent  6  m<>/'  At  a  "  Gen*all 
meeting,"  in  February,  167^^,  it  was 

Voted  that  Seig^  Haward  and  Phin  Sprague  be  added  to  f  Select^ 
men  who  with  them  are  impowr^  a  comitte  for  y*  Towne  to  treat  com* 

pound  &  agre  with  m'  Blakma"  for  w'  he  hath  done  about  y*"  house  & 
land  thereto  afJjoyning  according  to  w'  y«  Town'  is  ingaged  or  to  reffer 
y''  same  to  men  chosen  between  them 

\  okii  tiiat  y'  said  Comitiee  Purchase  for  the  Towue  all  m'  Blakmans 
Land  on  y*  East  side  of  y*  Highway,  And  that  said  House  with  all 
y*  land  belonging  thereto  shall  Henceforth  be  &  remaine  to  y*  vse  of 
y*  ministry  for  ever. 

Voted  That  -f  said  Comitte  liave  liberty  &  power  to  sell  the  commo* 


Scottow  h  well  known  to  antiqua- 
ries as  an  author,  a  Bc^ston  merchant, 
and  an  early  operator  in  ea»tem  land*. 
His  eastern  specolations  fnled,  and  his 

mercantile  trans:ii  lions  .i[ip.ir(.ir.!y  came 
to  naught.  His  family  did  nut  survive 
the  second  generation,  and  his  name  has 
disappcar>_  l  frm  New  England.  He 
was  author  ti{  Oid  Men't  Tears  /or  ikeir 
mon  Dedensions  [1691],  and  A  Xarm' 
ihw  cf  !':r  P'. luting  of  the  Afastdchuietli 
Coiony  [161^4].  A  memoir  of  him  is  in 
Mitss.  Hist.  Catl,  ite.  100-104. 

«  That  then  w«i«  difficulties  in  the 


church,  which  called  for  a  synod  in  1679, 
appears  by  a  paper  printed  wiili  tin  1  ■  11- 
feasion  of  Faith  in  1823.  A  "  Publitk 
Day  of  Humiliation"  was  kept  by  the 
(_!i:ir>h  April  15,  16S0.  by  the  advice 
of  the  synod,  when  a  renewal  of  cove> 
oant  wss  made  by  the  adoption  of  an 
"  Instrument  "  C!  :ii]>oM  <l  hy  Mr.  Wig- 
gleswoith.  Thii^i  instrument  appears  to 
iiave  famished  the  material  from  whence 
was  drawn  th'  r*  r  cwal  of  covenant  of 
1727,  on  a  day  uf  f.i^tin^  and  prayer  oc- 
casioned by  the  great  e.-irthquakeof  that 

year,  which  is  noticed  in  its  proper  place. 
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Land  at  Sandy  Bankc  &  some  remote  land  on  y*  common  for  UOOy  tO 
pay  towards     purchase  of  m'  Blakmans  land. 

In  accordance  with  these  votes,  the  committee  **  treated,  com- 
pounded, and  agreed"  with  Mr.  Blakeman,  who  executed  a 
deed,  March  4,  16/9^  in  which  he  styles  himself  '*  Benjamin 
Blakeman  of  Maldon  Gent"*,"  by  which  he  conveyed  to  the 
town  a  portion  of  the  Bunker  land  as  has  been  stated,  and 
also 

My  right  dtle  &  interest  to  or  in  the  dwelling  house  for  the  ministry 
in  tiie  s^  Towne  or  any  the  lands  thereto  adjoyning  by  vertue  of  any 
former  gift  or  grant  to  me  by  the  8l*  Towne  or  b)  vertue  of  or  for  any 
disbursements  costs  or  charges  by  me  expended  or  done  either  about 
or  upon  the  s'  House  or  land  thereto  adjoyninp  whatsoever  [except 
&  reserving  to  my  itcife  the  barne  built  by  m'  Bunker  &  the  nursery 
fenced  in  by  the  Kitchin.]* 

The  consideration  named  in  this  deed  of  sale  and  quit  claim 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  or  according  to  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  soon  after, 

The  Towne  is  to  pay  Mr  Blakm"  or  his  ordr  at  y*  House  in  this 
Town*  the  sume  of  125^  Wherof  65^  is  to  be  in  mony  &  to  be  p  '  in 
Man',  followg  :  Namly.  30^  in  Neat  Catle  not  exceeding  8  yeares  old 
y  bcging  of  June  next:  And  32'^  10.  mony  by  y'  midle  of  July  next. 
And  32^  10.  mony  and  30^  in  Indian  come  the  25*?  day  of  March 
1680.  And  the  said  Committe  are  bound  in  soo^  bond  in  behalf  of 
the  Towne  for  the  payml  thereof.* 

As  an  illustration  of  the  business  habits  of  the  men  of  that 
time,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  this  deed  was  not  recorded  until 
May  25,  i686,^  about  which  time,  perhaps,  Mr.  Blakeman  bc- 


«  ^r,J,i.  Co.  Deeds,  x.  574. 

«»  .MalJen  T.K.'H  K.cot.h,  in  loto. 
Ahhough  the  General  Court  had 
orly  passetf  a  law  in  relation  to  the 
public  records,  and  provided  that  all 
unrecorded  land  conveyances  miRht  be 
L<nividercd  %'oid  after  a  certain  time,  a 
strict  attention  to  its  regulations  was 
by  no  means  oniversal.  The  system  of 
land  n-cnrds  «  ns  unknown  in  Knt;laiu1. 
where  the  preserve irm  of  original  grants 
or  a  iong  occupancy  of  land  gave  a  Bvfi- 


dent  title ;  and  many  of  the  colonists 
came  slowly,  or  nut  at  all,  to  observe  its 
wise  provisions.  >fany  deeds  were  not 
recorded  until  some  emergency  arose, 
like  that  in  the  text,  and  othera,  not  at 
all.  Several  instances  of  either  kind 
may  be  found  in  the  |)r»  >t  nt  volume. 
From  these  causes  came  much  of  the 
obscurity  whkh  rests  upon  the  early 
1.in<!  titles  of  tkb  and  other  Massachtt- 
setts  towns. 
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gan  to  push  the  town  for  the  dues  which  appear  to  have  been 
unpaid.  At  a  meeting,  May  3i,  1688,  it  was 

voted  that  in  case  m'  Blackmail  shuuid  muk.  any  fartiu  deiuaud  of 
pay  from  the  Towne  the  inhabitance  of  the  Towne  haue  chosen  a  com- 
mitty  John  Spxague  Se'  ensine  linds  left  Samueil  Spiague  Phinias  Spnqpie 
Deacon  green  left  wiUiam  gxeen  Heneiy  gieen  Joses  Bucknam  to  defend 

the  case  if  need  be 

voted  and  farther  the  Towne  doe  Jngagc  to  defray  all  charges  in 
defending  of  tlic  iowne  in  this  case  depending  betwecne  liie  Towne 
and  m*^  l^ackman. 

Soon  after  leaving  Maiden,  he  went  to  Black  Point,  on  the 
Saco  l\i\  cr,  where  his  father-in-law,  Joshua  Scoltcjw,  iiad  con- 
veyed to  him  a  small  tract  of  land.  It  appears  that  he  preached 
in  the  neighboring  town  of  Scarborough,  althougli  he  declined 
a  settlement;  and  he  reprcsentcfi  that  town,  in  1C82,  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Province,  under  the  administration  of 
President  Dant'orth.  The  next  year  he  removed  to  Saco,  and 
continued  a  Member  of  the  General  Assembly  at  York  as  repre- 
sentative from  that  town.  Savage  says  that  "  during  the  great 
French  and  Indian  war  being  driven  to  Boston,  he  served,  1683, 
as  representative  for  Saco,  but  continued  to  live  at  Boston;" 
and  he  cites  the  fact  that  his  son  Benjamin  was  baptized,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1685,  at  the  Third  Church."  As  no  other  writer 
has  knowledge  ol  an  Indian  war  in  Maine  from  1678  to  1688, 
some  doubt  must  be  thrown  upon  this  statemcni,  and  although 
his  wife  may  liave  been  with  her  father  in  Boston,  and  Mr. 
Blakeman,  himself,  may  have  come  to  Massachusetts  Bay  on 
"  matters  of  affairs,"  it  seems  certain  that  he  continued  to  live 
at  Saco,  where  he  was  a  magistrate,  being  commissioned  by 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  until  his  final  removal  about  the  year 
1689. 

He  made  several  purchases  of  land  upon  the  Saco  River; 
and  built  a  saw-milt  upon  die  falb  still  known  as  Blakeman's 
Falls,  where  the  Pepperell  Mills  now  stand.  He  added  a  large 
tract  of  land  to  the  purchases  already  made,  with  the  supposed 
intention  of  forming  a  new  settlement  of  Massachusetts  men.* 

^  Genealogical  DHt.,\.\^.  ¥o\:iom.  Hist.  Saco  and  Bidde/ffrd,lC&-\6)^ 
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In  the  summer  of  1688  he  was  still  upon  the  Saco,  when  the 
Indians,  incited  by  the  Baron  de  St.  Castine,  having  commenced 
depredations  in  the  neighborhood*  he  seized  eighteen  or  twenty 
of  them,  and  sent  them  **  with  a  good  Guard  to  Falmouth  in 
Casco-Bay."  Mather  styles  him  "Captain  Blackman"  at  this 
time.*^  The  Indians  immediately  began  to  make  reprisals ;  and 
the  consequent  uncertainty  of  affairs  apparently  preventing  the 
intended  settlement  of  his  landsi  he  soon  after  removed  to  Bos- 
ton, and  never  returned  as  a  resident  to  Saco.  No  farther  trace 
of  him  has  been  found;  and  as  he  is  starred  in  the  Harvard 
Triennial  of  1700,  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  before  that  year/'' 
His  wife,  Rebecca,  died  March  29,  171 5,  a<;ed  about  sixty-three 
years;  and  his  daughter,  Rebecca,'*''  was  living  in  that  year,  the 
wife  of  *'  Thomas  Goodwill  of  Boston,  shipwright."  The  son 
was  dead. 

•  Cf.  Hutchinson,  History  of  Massa-  the  testator  had  no  great  Lonfukiice  in 
ckusHtt  Bay,  i.  Mather,  Magttalia,  his  son-in-law.  He  says:  "And  as  for 
Book  vii.  art.  t.  Mr.  Blakeman's  intre-  aty  Legacy  to  my  Daughter  Rebecca 
pid  pr'iniptncss  did  not  gain  \\\m  the  Blackman,  I  do  will  it  to  !>c  left  in  the 
thanks  of  Governor  Andros.  whOj  after  bands  of  my  Son  Ssniuet  Checkley  and 
the  Indians  had  been  sent  from  Pal*  my  Daughter  Elisabeth  Savage  to  be 
mouth  to  Boston,  imprudently  "  set  th.-in  i),iid  to  her  as  she  shall  need  it,'*  Suf- 
all  at  liberty;  not  so  much  as  taking  Jolk  Co.  IVilh,  viii.  110.  It  may  be  that 
care  to  redeem  those  of  our  English  Mr.  Blakeman  was  in  Maiden  in  1700, 
for  them  fhit  were  in  their  hands,"        nnd  died  in  that  year.    One  Iknjamin 

**  The  will  of  Joshua  Scottow  was  "  UlackujAij "  wiiiiessed  a  dutd  uf  John 
made  June  3,  1O96,  and  proved  March  Greenland,  August  1,  1700.  and  another 
3.  169;^.  It  devised  his  property  to  his  four  days  later.  It  may  have  been  the 
children,  'I  homas  Scottow,  Elizabeth  son,  who  was  then  fifteen  years  old. 
Sas  ai^e,  Rebecca  Blakeman,  and  Maty  "  BapSi/ed  at  the  Third  (Old  .South) 
Checkley.  The  manner  of  the  bequest  Church  in  Boston,  April  14,  1689.  Sib- 
to  Rebecca  Blakeman  may  indicate  that  ley.  Harvard  CradUatts,  ii.  I43- 
Mr.  Blakeman  was  then  dead,  or  that 
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CHEEVEK  AND  WIGGLESWORTH. 

ITHIN  a  year  after  the  withdrawal  or  dismission  of  Mr. 


V  V  Blakeman»  the  Rev.  Thomas  Cheever  began  to  preach  at 
Maiden.  He  was  a  son  of  Mr.  Wigglcsworth's  old  school- 
master, the  famous  Ezektel  Cheever,  the  author  of  the  long, 
lived  Latin  Accidenct,  who  had  himself  been  asked  to  settle  in 
Maiden  before  the  coming  of  Mr.  Matthews.  His  mother  was 
Ellen  Lathrop,  sister  of  the  unfortunate  Captain  Thomas 
Lathrop  of  Beverly,  who  with  most  of  his  company,  "the 
flower  of  Essex/'  was  slain  by  the  Indians  at  Bloody  Brook, 
near  Deerfleld,  September  18,  1675.  He  was  bom  at  Ipswich, 
August  23,  1658,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  at  the 
head  of  his  class,  like  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  in  1677. 

The  Bi-CentettHiai  Book,  copying  a  writer  in  the  American 
Quarttrly  Review}  says  he  "began  to  preach  at  Maiden. 
February  14. 1679;"  but  the  town  record  states  that  mister 
cheevers  began  the  worke  of  the  ministry  the  14  day  feberary 
1679  [1679/80]/'  which,  that  day  falling  upon  Saturday  in  that 
year,  indicates  the  time  when  he  entered  upon  his  contracted 
work,  and  not  that  he  then  preached  his  first  sermon.  As  a 
considerable  interval  of  time  had  elapsed  since  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Blakeman,  he  had  probably  preached  as  a  candidate  and 
had  become  known  to  the  people.  His  preaching  apparently 
proving  acceptable, the  church  ceased  negotiations  with  another; 
and  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  town,  March  8,  i679^, 

It  being  declared  to  y*  Inhabitants  that  y*  church  had  sent  a  letter  to 
M'  ffletch'  to  forbear  coming  hither  &  the  reasons  thereof '  And  allso 

1  fii-Ceutcntiial  Boi^k  of  , !/,</, /'<  /;,  137;  might  have  repeated  their  expcrientc  in 
Avt,  ru.:ii  Quarterly  A'fvmti,  x\.  193.  the  Iftttliews  case  had  they  not  "sent  a 

'  The  memben  of  the  Maiden  church   letter  to  VLl  ffletch'  to  forbear  coming 
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their  motion  to  M'  Tho  Chevis  for  his  helpc  &  continance  in  y""  worke 
of  the  minstry  here.  The  Inhabitants  manilested  iheir  consent  «!ic  clesyr 
of  M'  Chevis  continance  amongst  them  in  y°  work  of  Ministy. 

V9kd  That  M'  Chevis  shall  have  fifftie  pounds  in  mony  p*'  him  for 
this  yeaxe  he  continuiiig  in  y*  worke  of  y*  ministy  here. 

[December  27,  1680,]  Att  a  meeting  of  all  y^  J nhabitants  warned 
by  Const''  to  Consider  about  m'  Clu-vis  tlic  year  being  nccr  vpp 
And  to  renew  their  former  motion  to  him  for  Seilem'  Among'  vs  in  y° 
work  of  the  min  try 

voUd  The  Inhabitants  vnanimously  manifested  dieir  consent  and 
desyre  of  m'  Tho  Chevis  continuance  &  settlem!  Amongst  them  in 
y*  worke  of  y*  minstry. 

voted  That  m'  Chevis  shall  haue  60^  p'  ann.  y"  one  lialfe  in  mony  & 
the  other  halfe  in  comon  pay.  or  fiffty  pounds  all  in  mony  which  he 
pleas  to  Accept :  And  allso  the  vse  of  y"  ibwns  Howse  &  land  therto^ 
belonging.   And  his  fyie  wood  free.* 

AUso  Agreed  diat  in  Case  s' m'  Chevis  shall  dye  here  &  leave  his 
Widdow  here  that  then  his  s'  widdow  shall  haue  Eighty  pounds  paid 


hither;**  for  I  take  Mr.  Fletdier  to 

have  bLxn  the  R«.  v.  Scth  Fletcher  who 
left  Southampton,  Lod£  Island,  about 
that  tiine,  and  who  had  been  that  "in- 
convenient" preacht-r  at  Wells  who  was 
silenced  by  the  General  Court  in  1660. 

He  bad  gone  to  Wdls  in  1655  with- 
out ordination,  at  a  time  when  that 
place  was  in  that  graceless  condition 
which  seemed  in  tbal  day  of  small 
things  to  characterize  ino<st  of  the  settle- 
ments on  the  coast  of  Maine.  Bourne 
aajs  of  him,  that  he  "stirred  up  strifes 
and  contentions  wherever  he  undertook 
to  minister  the  Word."  He  remained 
at  Wells  until  iC<')0,  when  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  taking  cogni. 
zance  of  complaints  "a*  touching  his 

unfiltnes  for  the  place  of  the  minlstrje,'* 
passed  the  following  order  :  — 

••[October  i6b  t£6o,l  The  Court, 
haninp  pervsed  the  several!  evidences 
prc-cntcd  to  this  Court  rcfering  to  M' 
Fletcher  h  the  toune  of  Wells,  doe 
judge  meete  to  declare  to  the  sajd 
inhabitants  that  they  haue  not  only 
li1>erty*  but  are  hereby  enjoyned,  to 
procure  some  godly  able  minister  to  be 
helpfull  to  them,  and  that  tbe  ea}d 
Fletcher  is  hereliy  enjoyned  to  forbearc 
any  more  to  preach  amongst  them." 
Matt,  Cti»Hf  Rtctriit  iv.  (i),  434. 


Although  silenced  in  Welts,  be 
preacliL-d  at  Saco  the  next  v(jar  and 
thereafter  at  other  places.  Bourne  tt- 
marki  that  be  "  was  conthntially  exciting 

di'^seii'iions,**  hut  allows  that  "  there  was. 
something  in  his  ministrations  which 
captivated  the  attention  of  many  good 
men."  He  was  a  friend  of  the  Rev.  John 
Wheelwright  and  may  have  followed 
bin  in  bis  Antinomian  doctrines,  which 
would  account  for  the  dislike  of  the 
General  Court.  He  returned  to  Saco- 
in  1668  and  was  regularly  settled  there, 
the  people  showing  much  attachment  to- 
him.  Here,  marrj'ing  Mary,  daughter 
of  F.ryan  Pendleton,  a  jiromiiient  set- 
tler, he  remained  until  driven  away  by 
the  Indian  troubles  of  1675.  t^*^ 
preached  at  Southampton  for  two  or 
three  years ;  and,  leaving  there  in  1679, 
be  soon  after  removed  to  Elizabeth- 
town,  N'.  J  ,  where  he  preached  until 
his  death  in  x^^i.  Cf.  Folsom,  Sata 
and  BiddtprJ,  I3t>>l3^;  BotOflM,  Witt*- 
and  Ken  nebunk,  96- 1 0 1 . 

*  As  an  addition,  the  town  voted 
soon  after,  "[March.  10.  1689^,]  That 
y<  Select  men  Hyre  thie  or  fowr  acres 
of  salt  marsh  annally  of  mF  Wades  er 

else  where  for  y  "  vsc  of  y«  Mbistey:  tO» 
be  p'^  for  by  y*  Town." 
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her  within  two  Yeares  next  after  his  decease,  the  one  half  part  therof  in 
mony  &  the  other  halfe  part  therof  in  common  pay. 

Mr.  Cheev'cr  was  not  ordained  until  July  27,  16R1,  wlicn  he 
became  the  third  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr.  \\  iL^fL^^ksworth 
apparently  still  remained  in  retirement,  and  no  com[>cnsaiion 
wa'^  voted  to  him  by  the  town.  I'licre  can  be  no  doubt  that  lie 
\va.-i  still  looked  upon  by  the  people  as  one  who  liad  nt)  claim 
upon  them;  and  the  only  instance  of  a  payment  or  gift  to  liim 
during  a  period  of  thirteen  years  after  the  seltleinent  of  Mr. 
Chcevcr  appears  in  the  following  record:  — 

[4.  10,  82].  Vf^tfii.  that  the  cutters  S:  carts  in  y'  Town  cutt  cart 
one  load  of  arc  \\  ood  lor  M'  Wiggleswurth :  on  y*  next  second  day. 

voted,  Corp'*  Jo.  Green  &  sei^  Skin'  overseers  to  se  y*  wood  cutt  & 
carted. 

The  salary  of  Mr.  Cheever  was  regularly  paid,  in  accordance 
with  the  vote,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  pounds  in  money,  "  which  he 
pleas  to  Accept ; "  and  the  agreement  in  respect  to  "  fyre  wood  " 
seems  to  have  been  faithfully  kept*  although  it  appears  that  at 
one  time,  at  least,  there  were  some    carts  behindc.** 

4.  9"""       Att  a  Meeting  of  the  Selectmen  at  J.  W.*  Appointed  the 
9*^  of  novembF  being  y*  next  4*^  day  to  cutt  &  cart  wood  for  m'  Chevis 
Cutters  y*  4*  day 


Symo"  Grouer 
bam  I.cwis 
Ben*  Whittanior 
Will  East 


Will  Teale 
Sam  Hnwnrd 
John  winsleed 
Jacob  winslead 
Jsack  green 


Robt:  Cally 

Carts  y*  carryed  wood  each  one  load 

2 '  day     Jos  Bucknam 
4'*'  day    John  Green 


Hen.  Swnaway 
Jos  wayte 
Jo.  Green,  hill 
Sam.  Sprague 
Las  Grouer 
Pfain  Vppam 
com'  Green 
Jonath  knoher 
Jo.  Greenland 
most  of  them  Cutt 


Hen  Green 
Sam  Green 
Jo.  Sprague  jn' 

Jo  Lynde 
Ens  Lynds 
John  wayt  Sen' 
leu!  Sprague 


nath  Haward 
their  wood. 


<  Captain  John  Wayte. 
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Caits  behinde 


Phin  Spngue 
Jo.  Chadwike 

lem  Jenkins 
Junath.  Spragu 


Wm  Botdmaii 
Joel  Jenkins 

Jo.  Paull 


Jo.  Sargent 
Jo  Chamb'ia" 
Jacob  Buk' 


Tho  Birditt 
Jo,  SchoUy 


Lewis 
Sam.  wayt 


Will  Bockn"  '  7^  so 
Fhill  Atwood. 


Mr.  Cheever  continued  to  live  in  the  town's  house,  although 
he  followed  the  example  of  his  predecessors  and  purchased  a 
house  and  land  of  his  own.*  Incidental  entries  in  relation  to  his 
occupanqr  of  the  parsonage  and  its  lands  may  be  found  in  the 
records. 

Paid  to  M'  Cbeevers  two  pound  in  silver  in  part  of  pay  for  the 
bulding  of  a  leanto  aioyntng  to  bis  bame  and  he  promising  to  keep  it 
in  repaire  the  twendeth  six  of  Mayj  1685. 

After  Mr.  Cheever  had  been  in  Maiden  four  or  five  years*  the 
health  of  Mr.  Wigglcsworth  was  very  much  changed,  and  he 
began  to  "  enter  into  the  wa3rs  of  men.**  If  we  may  believe 
Cotton  Mather,  the  troubles  in  the  church  had  not  only  con- 
tinued, but  had  largely  increased.  He  says :  — 

It  pleased  God,  when  the  Distresses  of  the  church  in  Maldon,  did 
extremely  call  for  it,  wondrously  to  Restore  His  Faiif^l  Servant  He 
that  had  been  for  near  Twenty  years  almost  Bttritd  Alive,  comes 
abroad  again ;  and  for  as  many  years  more,  must  in  a  Publick  Usejiil- 

tu'<!<:,  receive  the  Answer  and  M:ir%'rst  of  the  Thousands  of  Supplica- 
tions, with  which  the  God  of  his  Health,  liad  been  addressed  by  him  & 
for  him* 

Of  the  nature  of  the  troubles  which  preceded,  and  were  in 
cxi-tence  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  recovery,  wc  have 
no  precise  information:  perhaps  the  later  trouble  with  Mr. 
Cheever  had  .ilrcad\-  begun  to  show  itself.  It  is  evident  that 
the  old  dissalisfaciion  with  Mr.  Wigglcsworth,  having  its  root, 

*  lliis  farm  was  in  the  southeast  Kenicott  in  1678.    Besides  the  borne 

portion  of  tbe  town,  apparently'  near  land  and  house.  It  embraced  meadow 

Turkey  Hill.    It  passed  to  Mr.  Cheever  an  !  ni.ir^hl.intls  at  Moulton's  Is!:uu!  and 

by  an   unrecorded   conveyance  from  I'embcrton's  Pond  near  the  South  River, 

Lieutenant  John  Smith  of  Winniaim-  within  Charlcstown  bounds, 

met,  who  had  purchased  it  of  Roger  *  A  Riitk/tU  Man,  24. 
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perhaps,  in  the  Matthews  troubles  of  more  than  thirty  years 
before,  and  increased  by  the  apparent  neglect  of  the  teacher  in 
performing  his  duties,  had  never  ceased.  And  to  this  cause 
had  been  added  another,  in  producing  which  Mr.  Wigglesworth 
himself  had  been  directly  instrumental. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mary 
Rcyner,  he  remained  unmarried,  preferring,  perhaps,  to  bear 
alone  the  ills  to  which  an  untimely  fate  had  made  him  heir. 
Perhaps  the  marriage  of  his  only  child,  Mercy,  and  her  removal 
to  Boston  in  1673,^ 
may  have  left  him 

alone  and  the  forlorn  _ 
experiences  of  the  *^ 
next  few  years  have  turned  his  thoughts  towards  a  change. 
I  hat  he  continued  to  live  in  his  little  house,  on  the  land  that 
"was  sometime  part  of  the  proper  lot  of  M'  John  Allen," 
is  not  unlikely.  That  he  had  a  youthful  housekeeper  is  very 
certain,  and  the  result  was  not  unnatural.  He  was  in  his  forty- 
eighth  year  when  he  resolved  to  change  his  manner  of  living; 
and  the  means  by  which  he  proposed  to  make  that  change 
was  then  about  eighteen  years  of  age.   When  the  news  came  to 


'  Mercy  Wigglesworth  married  Saro- 
od  Bnidcenbory.  He  «u  the  only  son 

of  Wilti.im  and  Alice  Brackenbury  of 
Charlestown  and  Maiden,  and  was  born, 
February  lo,  164X ;  waa  graduated, 
H.  C.  i6f4;  and  preached  .is  .i-fsi-^rnnl 
(o  (he  Kev.  Samuel  I'hillip;>  at  Rowley 
about  two  years.  He  was  made  a  free* 
man,  May  7,  1673,  and  in  the  same  year 
removed  to  Boston,  where  he  settled  as 
a  pbysidan  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Second  Church,  November  4,  1677.  He 
died  of  Binall-pox,  January  16,  167?^. 
His  widow  married  ttij  k.;v.  Samuel 
Bekher,  who  preached  at  the  Isles  of 
Shogds  and  Newbury;  and,  outliTuif; 
bim,  she  died,  November  17^', 

The  children  of  Samuel  and  Mercy 
( Wiggleswortb)  Bradmibiny  were  t — 

Samtul,  born  at  MaMen,  February 
167*  j  ;  was,  a  physician  in  Boston  :  mar- 
ried, October  tt,  1694,  Ann  Chickering, 
who  died,  January  22,  l^o%  ;  and  dying, 
November  26, 1702,  was  buried  at  Maiden. 


Mary,  bom  in  Boston,  March  13, 
167K. 

lVi//iam,  bora  in  Boston ;  lived  at 

Ipswich. 

Of  Dr.  Biackenbury's  short  profes- 
sional life  little  i<5  known.  He  nppears 
to  have  been  thu  t.tiiii<y  ptiviiiciai)  of 
John  Hull,  the  celebrated  mint-master 
of  the  Colony  ;  and  Samuel  Sewall,  who 
married  Hull's  only  surviving  daughter, 
relates  th.ii  lie  wis  called  to  "Mother 
H  uU  "  in  September,  16126,  and  the  next 
day  dissected  one  of  three  Indians  who 

\M.'r>.'  executed  at  Boston.  The  diarist, 
in  a  confused  account  of  the  sickness  of 
Mother  Hall "  and  Han  Sewall,"  his 
wife,  soon  after  says  that  "  Dr  Tracken- 
bury  advises  Diacodium  to  move  Rest, 
and  approves  Peppar  bcqrled  in  Milk 

and  Water,  n'ike  of  each,"  in  rn^f^  of 
dysentery  a.iid  diaishfca;  but  subsequent 
events  caused  the  (>l>servant  Scw^  to 
"  mistrust  Diacodion." 
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him,  Increase  Matherj  in  a  letter  of  alarm  and  counsel>  wrote  to 
Mr.  Wigglesworth : — 

These  for     Rett!  my  res^Ui  friend  m  W,  Pasior  0  Hu  Chunk 

in  M. 

Rev^  S',  —  Since  I  saw  you  the  last  in  B.  one  that  doth  vn- 
feigaedly  desire  your  yttMaxt  bath  bin  with  mee,  expressing  grief  of  h** 
with  reference  vnto  a  mattr  wherein  yonrseire  is  amcemed.  I  owe  fou 
that  respect  (&  much  more)  as  to  informe  you  what  I  have  bin  told. 

The  Report  is,  that  you  are  designing  to  many  with  your  servant  niayd, 
&  that  she  is  one  of  obscure  parentage,  S:  not  20  years  okl,  «!v:  of  no 
Ch'ch,  nor  so  much  as  Baptised.  If  it  be  as  is  related,  I  w"  hir'iy  en- 
treat you  (before  it  be  too  late)  to  consid'  of  these  arg"  in  oposiiio". 
z.  For  you  to  doe  this*  which  will  be  a  grief  of  heart  to  your  dear  Rek- 
tionsi  if  it  be  not  a  matt' which  God  doth  command  to  be  done,  (for  no 
man  will  deny  but  one  ought  rather  to  grieve  his  friends,  than  to 
pvoke  the  Lord)  is  not  advisable.  Now  I  hear  that  they  arc  nmch 
troubled  at  your  intended  p'ceedings,  &:  I  suppose  there  is  nij  divine 
precept  requiring  your  marrying  witli  such  an  one.  Is  it  not  then  bet- 
ter to  desist?  1.  I  doubt  that  considering  her  youth,  &  your  age,  & 
great  bodily  infirmities^  such  a  change  of  your  conditio^,  if  that  which  is 
intimated  by  the  Holy  Ap*le,  i  Cor.  7,  3,  S*  be  attended,  your  days 
would  be  shortned,  &  consequently  the  s""  ComMm"'  broken.  3.  Such 
general  Rules  as  those,  Phi!.  4,  8,  doe  rnnrern  ns  a!!  ch'ns,  so  most 
eminently  Ministers  of  Ch.  And  doubtless  it  will  tnaie  audire  for  you 
to  doe  this  thing,  yea,  I  fear  it  will  leave  a  blott  vpo"  your  Name  aft^ 
you  shall  cease  to  be  in  this  world.  4.  The  ministiy  will  be  blamed, 
which  wee  should  be  very  carefull  to  p^vent.  2  Cor.  6.  3.  The 
mouths  of  carnal  ones  will  be  opened,  not  onely  to  censure  you,  but 
your  brethren  in  the  ministry  will  be  condemned  also.  The  world  will 
say,  theres  such  an  one,  Hee  was  as  justified  a  man  as  any  of  them,  & 
yet  wee  see  vnto  what  his  a/Tectioos  have  carried  him.  5.  I  am  afraid 
that  if  you  s^  p^ceed,  that  Rule,  s  Cor.  6.  14.  will  be  transgressed.  It 
vseth  to  be  said  tnthe  pari^  but  to  marry  with  one  so  much  your  luferio' 
on  all  accounts,  is  not  ntihetr  pari.  And  to  take  one  that  was  never 
baptisci!  into  such  nearness  of  Relation,  seemcth  contrary  to  the  Gos- 
pell ;  esp  liy  for  a  Minist'  of  Ct  to  doe  it.  The  hke  never  was  in  N.  E. 
Nay,  I  questio"  wheth'  the  like  hath  bin  known  in  the  cht*  world.  6. 
Doth  not  that  Script,  i  Tim.  3.  11,  with  others  of  the  like  importance, 
p*hibit  su(  h  pceedings? 

Thus  have  I  made  bold  to  snc:c:cst  my  thoughts  unto  you.  And  if  1 
had  not  respected  the  interest  of  Religion,  &  your  credit  &  comfort,  I 
should  have  bin  wholly  silent  in  a  matt'  that  concerns  another  &  not 
me,  iurth'  than  as  I  am  bound  to  seeke  )-our  welfare,  &  doe  what  I  may 
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to  prevent  trouble  from  coming  vpo^  mjr  neighbor,  k.  Inoth'  esp^I^  such 
an  one,  whose  Name  hath  bin,  &  I  hope  may  stili  be  of  precious 

esteem  with  the  L***  people. 

Though  yotir  affections  s''  be  too  fir  gone  in  this  matter,  I  doubt 
not  but  ii  you  put  the  object  out  of  your  sight,  6i  iooke  vp  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  for  supplies  of  grace,  you  will  be  enabled  to  ov  come  these 
Temptations.  The  Loid  be  with  you,         I  am 
3?  81  1679.  Yours  vnfeignedly,      I.  M.* 

Hardly  had  this  admonitory  and  exhortatory  epistle  been 
writtent  when,  before  it  had  left  the  writer's  hands,  came  Mr. 
Blakeman,  who  it  would  appear  had  not  yet  removed  from 
Maiden,  bringing,  as  Mr*  Mather  wrote,  "  your  papers,  which 
state  the  case  &  mention  the  Reasons  inducing  you  to  marry 
your  servant."  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  case  and  reasons  were  com- 
municated to  the  reverend  pastors  of  the  First  and  Third  (Old 
South)  churches  of  Boston,  to  the  apostle  Eliot  of  Roxbuiy,  and 
to  Mather's  friend,  Samuel  Nowell ;  but  these  pious  and  Ieame(^ 
men  were  "  not  very  forward  to  give  advice."  Mr.  Mather  com- 
forted himself  and  attempted  to  confound  the  Maiden  lover  by 
writing  that  they  supposed  it  is  now  too  late.  It  is  not  good 
after  vows  to  make  enquiry.  Had  you  advised  with  them  before 
your  treating  with  the  party  concerned,  you  may  be  sure  they 
would  earnestly  have  disswaded.  Nor  is  there  any  of  them  that 
dare  encourage  your  proceedings  as  tilings  are  now  circum* 
stanced."  His  letter  indicates  that  the  people  of  Maiden  were 
not  disposed  to  look  with  complacency  upon  the  intended  mar- 
riage and  that  some  scandal  was  abroad.   He  sa3rs :  — 

I  have  heard  such  uncomfortable  Reflections  since  I  wrote  the  en* 

closed  as  that  I  see  no  cause  to  alter  my  mind  as  to  what  is  therein 
e\]>re<!sed.  Indeed  if  the  j?ond  jicople  in  Maiden  did  approve  of  your 
proceedings,  &  if  there  were  an  eminency  of  the  fear  of  God  disceme- 
able  in  your  Damosel,  notwithstanding  her  obscurity  upon  other 
accounts,  there  would  be  less  of  scandal  in  proceedings.  But  I  do  not 
hear  an\  one  but  yourself  speak  much  concemiiq^  that  matter.  And  it 
is  thouglu  that  your  Affection  doth  biass  your  Judgment,  &  that  there* 
lore  in  this  case  you  are  not  so  competent  a  Jiidqc.  The  Lord  in  mercy 
be  with  you,  &  direct  you  to  do  that  which  bh  i!  be  jilrasinLr  in  His 
sight,  &  for  the  honour  of  His  name,  yea,  &  of  your  own  name,  &  the 
comfort  of  those  that  are  concerned  in  you.* 

«  M«u,  HisL  CM^  axxviii.  94-95.        •  Ibid.,  95-96. 
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The  latter  letter  was  written  May  12,  1679,  and  the  two  were 
sent  to^^cthcr  to  rvlaldcn.  If  Mr.  Wig£^lcs\vorth  had  not  changed 
since  his  college  da)'s,  the  reading  of  those  "  composures"  must 
have  been  the  cause  of  much  self-examination  and  abasement. 
But  the  stubborn  singer  of  the  Day  of  Doom  was  not  disposed  to 
"  put  the  object  out  of  sight,"  nor  to  "  ov  come  these  Tempta- 
tions; "  and  in  spite  of  Increase  Mather  and  his  "  not  very  for- 
ward friends/'  and  the  displeasure  of  his  relations  and  the  Maiden 
people,  he  let  affection  "  bias  his  Judgment "  and  married  Martha 
Mudge,  without  regard  to  her  "obscure  parentage,  her  youth, 
and  her  being  no  church  member." 

She  was  the  youngest  child  of  a  Maiden  farmer,  Thomas 
Mudge*  and  was  about  six  years  younger  than  Mercy  Wiggles- 
worth  ;  but  she  made  the  teacher  a  good  wife  and  bore  him  five 
daughters  and  one  son,'*  among  whose  descendants  have  been 
and  are  honored  clergymen,  lawyers,  professors,  and  scholars, 
who  need  not  hold  otherwise  than  in  honor  the  day  when 
Michael  Wigglesworth  married  his  youthful  "  servant  mayd." 
Her  husband  testified  to  her  worth  in  after  years;  for  in  writing 
to  Mrs.  Sybil  Avery  of  Dedham,  seeking  her  as  hb  third  wife, 
he  said :  "  My  Late  wife  was  a  means  under  God  of  my  recover- 
ing a  better  state  of  Health."  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  does  not  appear  upon  the  returns 

10  Samuel,  the  son,  was  bom,  Feb-  171^,  he  writes:  "came  to  Live  att  y< 

ruaiy  4,  168!^  and  was  gradvated  at  Southwest  precinct  of  Ipswich  bdng  fn- 

Harvard  College,  1707.    Harris  says  lie  \itci1  to  y*  ministry  Tlicic."    ir>-  wav 

pursued  his  studies  two  years  longer  ordained  at  Ipswich  Hamlet,  October 

at  Cambridge  and  began  the  study  of  S7, 1714,  being  the  first  minister  of  that 

physit  in  TuiK \  1709,  with  Dr.  Graves  parish.    Harris  snys  of  him :  —  "  Hesrdes 

of  Charicstown.    Dr.  Thomas  Graves  ailcnding  to  the  public  and  private 

of  Charlestown  had  died  in  1697;  but  duties  of  the  sacred  otfice,  he  still  culii- 

whoever  was  his  master,  \Vipple<iworth  vnti  <1  his  first  pr<if<  vvioi),  and  like  his 

entered  upon  the  practice  of  nicdiciac  father,  was  often  useful  in  prescribing 

at  Ipswich  Hamlet,  now  Hamilton,  in  for  the  ills  of  the  body  as  well  as  of  the 

March,  1710,  where  he  remained  until  soul."    He  died.  September  3,  1768. 

the  following  December,  when  he  re-  Harris,  Cenealo^ic^il  SktUh  of  the  Wis;- 

turned  to   Maiden.     Here  he  taught  gUrjuorlh  Family,  in  manuscript.  Ai- 

school,  studied  theolo^,  and  followed  ccunt  Book  d      Wigglesworth,  in  the 

his  former  profession  dP  medicine.   Tn  library  of  the  N.  E.  Historic  Genealogi- 

17 1 2,  his  account  book  <lious  cliar^ci  cal  So. 

for  attendance  on  people  in  Dracut  and  ^  iV.  £.  Hist,  and  GtnuU.  Rtg.  xvii. 

Chelmsford,  where  he  may,  perhaps,  141. 
have  been  for  a  time.    January  zgt 
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of  the  town  clerk  of  Maiden  nor  has  its  record  been  found 
elsewhere. 

That  the  people  of  Maiden  did  not  look  upon  this  marriage 
with  favor  may  be  readily  understood.  Added  to  the  dissatis- 
faction which  already  existed,  it  did  not  lessen  the  difficulties 
which  were  between  the  members  of  the  church  and  its  teacher. 
The  testimony  of  Cotton  Mather  in  relation  to  *'  the  Distresses 
of  the  Church  in  MaldoH**  has  already  been  mentioned;  and 
further  indications  of  hostility  or  lukewarmness  towards  Mr. 
Wt^lesworth  will  appear  In  the  course  of  our  story. 

But  if  the  Maiden  church  and  people  continued  to  look  upon 
him  with  disfavor,  the  displeasure  of  Mr.  Mather  and  the  breth- 
ren of  other  churches  passed  away;  and  the  author  of  the  Day 
of  Doom  came  to  be  esteemed  and  held  In  *'  good  opinion." 
Among  the  Mather  Papers  was  found  the  following  letter  of  Mr. 
Wigglesworth. 

These  for  the  Ret<"  ami  hotf^  Mr,  increase  Mallier  rast<f  of  the 
North-Church  in  Boston.   At  his  house.  IVith  eare 

Rev"  Sir,  —  I  receivcil  your  loving  lines,  and  having  seriously  con- 
sidered the  contents  thereof,  as  I  lind  great  cause  to  thank  you  and 
other  worthy  friends,  for  your  U.  their  good  will  &  good  opinion  of  Rie» 

yet  as  to  myself,  I  cannot  think  my  bodily  health  and  strength  com- 
petent t(j  undertake  or  manage  such  a  weighty  work  as  you  mention, 
if  it  were  (k->irc<l,  nor  have  I  reason  to  judi^e  myself  in  any  measure  fit 
upon  other  accounts.  Wherefore  I  hope  the  Colledge  &  Overseers 
will  think  of  and  apply  themselves  to  a  fitter  person,  and  that  they  may 
speed  well  in  so  doing,  is  and  shall  be  my  prayer,  who  am,  Sir,  ever 
Yours  heartily  to  honoF  and  seive  you, 

Michael  Wigglesworth.** 

Maldon,  Ociob.  27,  1684. 

Mr.  Mather  was  acting  at  that  time  as  temporary  President  of 
Harvard  College,  the  Rev.  John  Rogers,  the  former  Presi- 
dent, having  died,  July  2, 1684;  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the 

weighty  work  "  was  that  office  which  had  been  offered  him  by 
the  college  authorities.'^ 

^  M.iss.  //is/.  Coll.,  xxxv  iii.  645.  56;  Dean.  Wiggieswortii,  88-S9;  Sibley, 

"  Cf .  Quincy.  Hist.  I/,tnard  Utuo.^   Harvard  Graduoiett  i.  rj^ 
i.  jiS;  Peirce,  HiU.  Harvard  Uttiv^t  4% 
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September  14,  1685,  he  preached  at  Cambridge,  before  the 
Artillery  Company  of  Middlesex,  from  the  text,  Fight  the  good 
jight  of  faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.    Judge  Sewall  says  he 
preached  excellently.'^    He  delivered  the  annual  Election  ser> 
nion,  May  12,  1686.    Scwall  says :  — 

Mr.  Wigglesworth  preaches  from  Rev.  2.  4  and  part  of  5?  v.  and  do 
thy  first  works,  end  of  the  text.  Shcw'd  the  want  of  l  ove,  or  abnting 
in  it,  was  ground  enough  of  Controversy,  whatsoever  outward  perform- 
ances a  people  might  have.  In 's  prayer  said,  That  may  know  the 
thiogis  of  our  peace  in  this  our  day,  and  it  may  be  the  last  of  our  days. 
Acknowledged  God  as  to  die  Election,  and  bringing  forth  him  as  'twere 
a  dead  Man,  —  had  been  reckoned  among  the  dead,  —  to  preach.** 

This  sermon  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  die  press,  "  the 
Court  judging  that  the  printing  of  it  will  be  for  pubtick  bene* 
fitt;"^*  but  as  no  copy  has  been  found  and  its  title  is  un- 
known, it  is  probable  that  the  early  advent  of  the  Andros 
government  prevented  its  publication. 

It  was  now  that  the  difficulties  of  the  Maiden  church  were 
to  assume  a  different  form ;  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt 
that  the  animosities  and  jealousies  which  the  pastorate  of  Mr. 
Matthews  had  introduced,  and  which  the  petty  quarrehs  of 
thirty-five  years  had  not  allowed  to  cease,  bore  no  small  part 
in  shaping  the  charges  which  in  the  end  were  to  leave  the 
church  without  a  pastor. 


»♦  Mass.  Hist.  CM.,  xIy.  95.  Thfa  fa 

the  first  notice  of  his  piiMic  .ijiju .lUiv  c 
after  his  recovery  and  has  before  l)een 
unnoticed.  The  MifMlesex  Artillery  Co. 
ha<1  al«av>,  siiK  r  thf'ir  organization,  met 
at  Cambridge  and  had  never  gone  out 
of  the  county  for  a  preadier;  but  the 
next  year  thfir  election  was  hdd  at 
C  liarlcstown  and  a  minister  was  brought 
from  Suffolk  to  address  them.  Cotton 
Mather  says :  — 

"ftSSei  The  Artniery-Company  of 
Mtii.llfsex  this  year  did  a  Xew  Thing, 
in  Ordering  their  Anniversary  solenni- 
tie«  to  bee  at  Charlettomm,  and  not  at 

Cr.tH'  ridii^t  :  and  tlu'V  diil  .iiintlier  Xt-w 
Thing,  in  choosing,  as  they  never  did 
befor«  or  since,  a  Minfater  not  belonging 

to  their  rnvn  C'liiiitytn  he  their  pre;u  her; 
and  this  was  my  poor  itif.    So,  on  13.' 


7?  I  preached  at  CharUtown,  unto  a  very 

gront  Assembly,  .1  Sermon,  which  was 
afterwards  printed,  under  f  Title  of 
Military  DiOits.**   Mather,  MS.  Diary. 

Sewa!)  sn\-5«:  —  ''The  \rtillery  Com- 
pany hdii  like  to  li:i\c  li^Lii  hrnktn  up; 
the  animosity  si  >  hiL;li  Ixiween  Charles- 
town  and  Cambridge  Men  about  the 
Place  of  Training."  Mats.  Hist.  Coll., 
xlv  I  ;i 

«  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  alv,  13^  There 
was  in  his  prayer  an  evident  allttston  to 
the  evil  <lavs  which  werr  nlirmt  to  Lome 
upon  the  colonies.  Randolph  came  two 
days  later  with  the  official  copy  of  the 

Jurlt'mcnt  .ig.iiii-t  the  charter;  and  in 
iVccmber.  Sir  Edmund  Andros  arrived 
with  a  commiMton  as  Governor  of  all 

New  England. 

'*  Mats.  Ciflony  Kf cords,  v.  515. 
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It  appears  that  Mr.  Checvcr  had  been  accused  "  as  Guilty  of 
great  Scandal?!,  by  more  than  2  or  3  witnesses;"  of  "speaking 
such  words  as  are  scandalous  breaches  (;f  the  Third  Command- 
ment, as  appears  by  the  Testimony  of  Mrs.  Eliza.  Wade  and 
Abigail  Russell;  "  and  of  using  "light  and  obscene  expressions 
(not  fit  to  be  named)  in  an  Ordinary  at  Salem,  as  by  the  Testi- 
mony of  Samuel  Sprague,  Jacob  Parker,  Isaac  Hill:  Also  as 
he  was  travailing  on  the  Rode,  as  p.  the  Testimony  of  Thomas, 
Ester  and  Eliza.  Ncwhall."  That  the  majority  of  the  church 
members  considered  these  accusations  as  of  little  weight  is  evi- 
dent; for  they  persistently  *'  declin'd  all  Testimonies  against 
him  as  to  Scandals  committed  before  his  Ordination;  as  also 
some  other  Testimonies  respecting  matters  very  criminal  since 
that;  because  they  judged  the  Witnesses  on  account  of  Preju- 
dices and  otherwise,  incompetent"  How  easily  they  could 
forgive  the  little  guilt  which  they  found  in  him  appeared.  Au- 
gust 9,  1685,  when,  "Mr.  Chiever  made  an  Acknowledgement 
of  some  Evib  to  the  Brethren  of  that  Church,  whereto  he  stands 
related ;  and  the  most  part  of  them  were  willing  to  take  up  with 
a  slender  satisfaction."  It  is  added  "  that  on  the  next  Lord's- 
day,  he  manifested  so  little  sense  and  sorrow  for  his  great  sins, 
as  that  the  generality  of  the  Brethren  were  more  dissatisfied 
than  formerly/' 

That  the  church  as  a  whole  was  not  inclined  to  act  upon 
charges  preferred  by  prejudiced  witnesses  is  very  evident; 
while  it  seems  clear  that  there  were  a  few  who  were  not  dis- 
posed to  lose  their  hold  upon  so  formidable  a  weapon  as  that 
which  seemed  to  be  ready  to  their  hands.  There  is  an  indica- 
tion that  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  himself,  was  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Cheever,  and  that  he  thought  that  his  settlement  had  been 
made  with  undue  haste.  The  soil  was  fertile  and  all  the  con- 
ditions were  favorable  for  a  plentiful  crop:  that  the  alfairs  of 
the  pastor  grew  worse  may  be  readily  imagined. 

Sewall  wrote  in  his  diary:  — 

[March  15, 168^.]  Mr.  Wigglesirorth  here,  speaks  about  a  Cbun- 
<cil  respecting  Mr.  Thomas  Chiever.'* 

»  Mm.  ma,  CM^  xlvi.  at*.  m  Ibid,  xlv.  itf. 
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[Sunday,  March  28,  1686.]  The  Lord  give  me  a  holy  godly  Life 
without  End.  Letter  read  from  Maldon  directed  to  the  three  Churclicii 
in  Boston,  desiring  Council  respecting  their  Pastor  Mr.  Tho.  Chiever, 
who  is  chaig'd  with  scandalous  immoralities,  for  which  hath  not  given 
satis£iction.  Mr.  Eliot  and  my  Self  to  accompany  M^.  WiUard  thither 
next  Wednesday  come  Sennightj  7*^  April.** 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  diarist  "  Got  up  about  4  mmie 
to  go  and  accompany  Mr.  WiUard  to  Maldon,  went  most  by 
Water,  some  by  Land."  Those  who  went  by  land,  doubtless, 
crossed  the  Charlestown  ferry,  and  passing  up  the  neck,  came 
about  by  the  way  of  Medford;  while  "Those  that  went  by 
Water  were  landed  at  Switzer's  Point  then  went  about  2  miles 
on  foot."  ^  To  realize  the  simple  manners  of  that  age,  imagine 
for  a  moment  a  party  of  divines  and  laymen  sailing  up  the 
Mystic  to  Van  Voorhis's  Point,  and  then  trudging  two  miles  or 
more  to  attend  an  ecclesiastical  council  in  Maiden  to-day.  In- 
ward repinings  might  neutralize  their  outward  prayers,  or  bodily 
weariness  confuse  their  sense  of  justice. 

There  were  fifteen  members  of  the  Council  at  Maiden,  and 
among  them  were  five  famous  ministers  from  the  Boston 
churches,  Increase  Mather  with  his  son  and  colleague.  Cotton 
Mather,  James  Allen  and  Joshua  Moody  from  the  First  Church, 
and  Samuel  VVillard  of  the  Third  or  Sontli  Churcli,  all  bright 
and  shining  lights  and  "  painful  workers  in  the  vineyard."  With 
them,  though  not  acting  as  members  of  the  Council,  were 
Ezekiel  Checver,  fatlicr  of  the  offending  clergyman,  with  long 
and  pointed  white  hoard,^^  and  Samuel  Parris  of  Salem  Village, 
who  was  soon  to  become  notorious  and  forever  infamous  by 
his  connection  with  the  sad  tale  of  Witchcraft. 

The  Council  met  at  the  house  of  "  Father  Green."  probably 
James  Green,  a  part  of  w  hose  liou-^e  is  still  in  existence,  hidden 
within  the  wails  of  the  Perkins  house  now  standing  on  Appleton 

1*  Mats.  Hist  Coll.,  xVr.  13a  kn«w  the  iamoiM  Grammar  schoolmaster. 

Ibid.,  131.  Mr.  \i-  C'hcever  <  f  Ttuston,  author  of  the 

^  President  Stiles  of  Yale  College,  in  Accideutt ;  that  he  wore  a  long  white 

his  Diary,  quoted  bf  Barnard,  Biofrapk^  beard,  terminating  in  a  pdnt ;  that  when 

ica!  cf  I'z.  lif!  Cfi<i-  rr.  ;i.  men-    he  stroked  his  beard  to  the  point,  it  wa* 

tiona  the  aged  Rev.  Samuel  Maxwell,  of    a  sign  for  the  boys  to  stand  dear.** 
WarreD,  R.     who  told  him,  he  wcU 
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Street.  After  a  prayer  by  Mr.  Allen,  it  was  debated  whether 
they  should  have  two  moderators;  it  was  decided  to  have  but 
one,  and  Increase  Mather  was  chosen.  After  some  discourse, 
they  apparently  went  to  the  meeting  house,  where  Mr.  Mather 
prayed  and  "  some  Debates  "  were  heard.  They  returned  again 
to  their  "  Quarters  "  and  **  had  the  witnesses  and  Mr.  Tho.  Chieiwr 
face  to  &ce/'  The  Council  rejected  most  of  the  testimony,  as 
had  church,  and  upon  the  same  considerations;  but  testi- 
mony was  admitted  and  accepted  in  regard  to  spoken  words 
upon  which  all  the  subsequent  action  appears  to  have  been 
based. 

Mr.  Cheever  "  absolutely  denyed  "  these  words  and  did  not 
show  to  the  members  of  the  Council  "  that  humble  penitential 
frame  that  would  have  become  him/'  so  that  tihey  saw  "  cause 
to  fear  that  he  had  been  too  much  accustomed  to  an  evil  course 
of  Levi^  and  Profaneness."     Sewall  says :  — 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Chiever  the  Pastor  was  sent  for,  Mr.  Moodey  and 
othets  acquainted  him  how  grievous  his  carri^e  had  been  and  that  day 

not  so  humble  and  in  such  a  frame  as  ought ;  told  him  expected  rn^t  an 
Answer,  but  that  should  sleep  on't.  Debateti  considerably  what  to  do 
till  about  10  at  niyht.  Mr.  Moderator  pray''!,  went  to  Bed.  Mr.  Mod- 
erator and  his  sua  to  Mr.  Wii^glebworth's,  ^uuie  to  Mr.  Chiever,  Major 
Richards  and  self  Kept  the  House.  In  the  Mom.  Tborsday,  A^;.  S, 
Mr.  Moderator  went  to  prayer :  read  over  what  was  drawn  up,  then  dis- 
cours'd  about  it.  Sent  for  Mr.  Chiever,  to  see  what  [be  j  had  to  say." 

The  Council,  not  finding  satisfaction,  unanimously  agreed 
upon  a  "  Declaration  and  Advice.'*  That  Mr.  Cheever  had  used 

^  A"bainbIepenitcntulfratne"dot»  Of  the  pastor  of  .Maiden,  Edward 

not  seem  to  have  been  natural  to  Mr.  Randolph,  the  infomous  a^ent  of  the 

ChLCvt-r ;  imlrc^l.  there  are  indic.ii:i>tis  Ilrit'sli  C \^.^\\\^  In  U>  ts raimicil  ilcalings 

that  he  was  possessetl  of  great  seU  reli-  with  New  England,  speaks  in  his  "  Nar- 

ance  and  some  temper  to  back  iL   His  raiht  tftke  Ddivery  tfhis  MajntyiwrU 

fifher  owned  like  trnits,  n-^  was  shown  pJ  ^uo  xvarriuito,"  presentefl  lo  ihc  F^rivy 

in  iiis  troubles  wiili  the  church  at  New  Council,  February  14,  i68^',  cited  by 

Haven,  wbtdi  ended  in  his  seclusion.  VMny,ffisl.o/XtioEni;land,\M.'}fi'tt— 

In  the  language  of  a  contemporary  MS.,  "Seven  or  eight  davs  before  the  A«^sfm- 

being  charged  "  with  a  stiff,  proud,  con-  bly  broke  up,  a  libellous  paper  was  dis- 

tradictory  frame  of  spirit,"  he  was  "cast  perscd  in   Boston.  ...  It  was  verily 

out  of  the  body  till  the  proud  flesh  (shouldj  believed   that   one  Cheevers,  a  hot* 

be  destroyed,  and  he  be  brought  into  a  headed  minister  was  the  author  of  that 

mori.-  int  mlx  rlikr_-  fr.^mt       Cf.  Trittl  of  paper," 

EukUl  Chen er  before  (he  Church  at  New  *  Matt.  HitL  CaU.,  xIvL 
Nevtu,  In  CMtt.  Ifitt.  Cdl^  \,  22-51. 
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language  not  becoming  a  minister  seems  likely:  that  lie  was  not 
guilty  of  worse  practices,  as  has  been  lat.nialcd,  appears  clearly 
in  the  sequel.  That  the  Council  rejected  the  testimon)-  of  pre- 
judiced witnesses  has  been  seen;  and  only  a  present  suspension 
of  his  office  as  a  pastor  and  his  privileges  as  a  church  member 
was  the  immediate  result  of  the  session  at  Maiden.  The  report 
recites  the  facts,  which  have  been  given,  and  closes  with  the 
following  advice:—  . 

We  conceive  it  to  be  Duty  and  accordingly  advise  the  Churcli  of 
Maldon,  to  Suspend  Mr.  Tho.  Chiever  from  the  Exercise  of  his  minis- 
terial Functicm ;  and  also  to  debar  him  from  parUking  with  them  at 
the  Lord's  Table,  for  the  space  of  Six  Weeks,  untill  wUch  time  the 
Council  will  adjourn  themselves,  to  meet  at  Boston.  And  that  in  case 
lie  iIkiU  in  the  mean  while  manifest  that  Repentance  which  the  Rule 
requires,  they  should  confirm  their  lx)ve  to  him,  and  (if  possible) 
improve  him  again  in  the  Lord's  W  ork  among  them. 

And  this,  our  Advice,  is  grounded  on  these  Scriptures  and  Reasons. 

(1)  .  Among  the  Lord's  People  in  the  dayes  of  the  O.  Testament,  no 
man  might  be  permitted  to  execute  the  Priest's  ofifice  that  had  a  blemish : 
He  might  not  come  nigh  to  oflTcr  the  offerings  of  the  bird.  Levit.  21, 
17,  21,  which  teaches  that  Men  imder  moral  blemishes,  are  unfit  for 
holy  ministrations,  untill  they  be,  m  a  way  of  Repentance,  healed. 

(2)  It  in  the  New  Testament  required,  that  an  Elder  should  be 
sober  and  of  good  behaviour,  and  moreover  he  must  have  a  good  Re- 
port of  them  that  are  without,  1  Tim.  3,  2,  7,  (3)  Christ's  Discipline 
ought  to  be  exercised  impartially,  without  respect  to  Persons.  1  Tim. 
5,  2r.  Nor  does  Mr.  Chiever's  standing  in  a  Sacred  (Jffico- Relation 
any  way  lessen,  but  greatly  aggravate  his  sin.  (4)  I  here  is  no  prob- 
ability that  Mr.  Chiever's  Ministry  will  be  blessed  for  good  to  Souls, 
untill  such  time  as  his  Conversation  shall  declare  him  to  be  a  true 
penitent.    Mat.  5,  13. 

Finally,  we  exhort  and  advise  our  beloved  Brethren  of  the  Church  of 
Maldon  to  set  a  day  apart,  solemnly  to  humble  themselves  by  Fasting 
and  Prayer  before  the  Ix)rd  under  this  awfuU  dbpensation,  and  for 
whatever  &ilings  have  attended  them,  as  to  the  management  of  their 
Differences,  in  this  hour  of  Temptatbn  which  they  have  been  subject 
unto.  Particularly,  for  not  observing  the  Rules  of  Christ,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  Evils  by  giving  seasonable  notice  to  Mr.  Chiever  of  their 
Dissatisfactions.  And  for  that  want  of  Love,  and  for  that  bitterness  of 
Spirit,  which  appears  in  sundry  of  them.  So  we  pray  the  God  of  Love 
and  Peace  and  Truth  to  dwell  among  you.** 

M  Matt.  Hut.  C«ii.,  xlvi.  2S*,  2j« 
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The  closing  scenes  of  the  Council  in  Maiden  arc  tlius  related 
by  Sewall :  — 

Thorsday.  Ap.  S.  the  Bell  was  rung;  went  in  publick.  Mr.  Modera- 
tor pray'd,  read  the  Council's  Report.  Mr.  Wigglesworth  spake,  thauk'd 
bim  and  the  Council  |  said  had  cause  to  condemn  thmselves^  as  for 
other  sins,  so  their  sudden  laying  Hands  on  Mr.  Cbiever;  and  now 
f  iod  was  whipping  them  with  a  Rod  of  their  own  making.  Mr.  Chiever 
the  Father,  stood  up  and  pathetically  desir'd  his  son  might  speak,  but 
Mr.  Moderator  and  others  judg'd  it  not  convenient,  he  not  having  by 
what  he  said  given  the  Council  encouragement.  Mr.  Alan  pray'd ; 
went  to  Dinner  j  Council  adjourned  to  that  day  6  weeks.  Came  Home 
well." 

That  Mr.  Cheever  repented,  so  that  the  Maiden  church  could 
improve  him  again,  does  not  appear;  but  it  is  said  that  he, 
at  last,  confessed  to  words  '*  more  than  were  cliarged  upon 
him,"  and  that  "  with  shame  and  sorrow. "  The  Council  held 
three  sessions  in  Boston  and  Anally  adopted  the  following 
report;  — 

The  Elders  &  Messengers  of  y*  churches  assembled  in  council 
April  7.  16S6  at  desire  of  the  church  in  Maiden,  having  upon 
adjournment  mett  at  Bostou  May  20  &  27  &  June  10,  and  there  taken 
the  state  of  that  church  into  further  constdeiation,  do  declare  &  advise 
as  followeth: 

I.  Inasmuch  as  wee  understand  that  M'  Thom*  cheever  has  now 
declared,  that  as  to  y*  scandalous  words  which  liavc  been  Testified  ami 
proved  against  him,  he  doth  know  and  with  shame  and  sorrow  <  onfcss. 
that  he  has  spoken  words  of  y'  same  nature  more  then  is  charged  upon 
him,  and  doth  not  deny  but  he  might  use  those  very  expressions  which 
are  by  y"  witnesses  mentioned,  and  that  he  doth  judge  himself  before 
God  and  man  as  one  that  has  exposed  Religion  and  y*  mini<^tr,'  to 
Reproach,  opened  y"^  mouthes  of  wicked,  sadncd  hearts  of 
y"=  Lords  servants,  for  which  he  beggs  pardon  of  God  &  his  people. 
And  considering  that  some  of  y*  Brediroi  testify,  that  they  have 
observed  his  Late  conversation  to  be  bumble  &  penitent :  Wee  conceive 
that  y*  church  in  Maldon  may  mthottt  breach  of  y*  Rule  so  far  confirm- 
their  Love  to  him,  as  to  Restore  him  to  their  communion,  ^'  to  grant 
him  a  Loving  Dismission  to  some  church  according  as  himself  shall 
desire.  We  therefore  commend  to  their  consideration  these  scriptures 
following,    a  Cor.  2,  7,  8.    i  Cor.  13,  4,  7.    Deut.  29,  29. 

•  Mmm.  Hist.  Ctm  xlvL  <3*. 
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II.  Since  it  is  not  probable  that  M'  Cheevei's  oontinaence  in 
Maldon,  nor  yet  the  present  exercise  of  his  ministiy  there,  will  tend 
to  y*  peace  of  that  place,  or  to  f  edification  of  y*  church,  nor  to  hts 

own  comfort :  wee  advise  him  the  said  M'  Cheevcr  to  request  his  dis> 
mission,  and  we  advise  y*^^  church  to  comply  with  his  desires  therein. 
This  counsel  we  conceive  to  be  grounded  on  such  scriptures  as  these, 
2  Cor.  lo,  8  and  12,  19.    2  Thess.  3,  16.    i  Tim.  3,  7.    2  Cor.  6. 

III.  Wee  advise  the  Church  &  Congregation  of  Maldon  duely  to  in« 
courage  and  to  hold  in  Reputation  their  Rever^  &  fiuthAil  Teacher 

VVigglesworth,  according  as  God  in  his  word  does  require  them  to 
do.  I  Thess.  5,  12,  13.  And  that  they  conscientiously  endeavour 
to  live  and  Love  as  Bretheren,  forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving 
one  another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any,  even  as  christ 
forgave  you,  so  aiso  do  yee. 
Thus  do  we  commend  you  to  y  grace  of  o'  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

JscREASE  Mather  ModfraUf 
Jn  y  name  &"  with  y* 
unanimous  consent  of  y  council.^ 

Mr.  Cheever  probably  removed  at  once ;  it  is  certain  that  he 
was  living  at  Rumncy  Marsh  in  the  winter  of  168^^.  He  sold 
his  house  and  lands  in  Maiden  to  Thomas  Oakes,  April  9, 
1689,*^  and  is  found  soon  after  in  the  occupancy  of  the  farm  of 

one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres,  which  had  formerly  been 
a  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  unfortunate  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
and  which  he  bought  of  his  wife's  father  and  brothers,  James, 
Jonathan,  and  Joshua  Bill,  of  Pullen  Point,  for  three  hundred 
and  tifty-scven  pounds,  October  22,  1689.^    Here  he  rcaiaiacd 


"  Ori^nal  in  the  possession  of  Ailc> 
mas  Barrett,  of  Melrose,  1866. 

s«  MUJ.  Co.  Deeds,  xi.  87  a. 

»  Suffolk  Co.  Dteit^  XV.  2.  This  littd, 
overlodting  the  sea  and  the  green 
marshes  and  meadows  of  Rumney  Marsh, 
lies  upon  the  southern  and  eastern  slopes 
of  Cheever'»  Hill,  in  Kevere.  It  was  for 
many  years  known  as  the  Fenno  farm, 
from  its  later  poss» -^r  irs  Tn  iRg}  it 
was  laid  out  for  building  purposes, 
and  has  now  lost  much  of  !ts  original 
character. 

The  allotment  of  Sir  Henrj'  Vane, 
being  the  first  of  "  The  preat  Allottments 
at  Runilcy  Marsh  .uiH  Fulten  Point," 
comprised  two  hundred  acres,  lying 
north  of  the  creek,  which  now  divides 


Chelsea  and  Revere,  and  extending;  from 
the  Charlestown  <Mvstic  Side)  line  to 
the  highway  on  (iic  t^ast.  now  known  as 
School  Street,  in  Revere.  As  early  as 
i6.|o,  if  not  a  little  earlier,  it  had  beoome^ 
in  an  unrecorded  way,  a  portion  of  the 
possessions  of  Nicholas  I'arker,  when 
it  is  described  as  consisting  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.  Bp^oh  B«ok  of 
Possi-ssions,  72.  r.iik-  r  sold  the  west- 
em  portion,  called  eight  score  acres,  to 
George  Burden,  the  ancestor  of  the  Bor- 
(litts  "f  M,i!*li-n.  uho  had  built  a  house 
upon  it  when  he  sold  it  with  laud^  at 
Mystic  Side  to  Aaron  Way  and  William 
Ireland,  in  Fc'.ni.rv.  Shff.-fh 
Dtids,  \.  206.  it  was  from  Way's  hou5e 
that  Increase  Mather  cscapedr  by  the 
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during  the  remainder  of  his  long  life.  He  continued  to  be 
styled  "Cleric;"  and  for  a  few  years  he  taught  school — per- 
haps as  early  as  1700,  as  in  that  year  the  town  of  Boston  estab- 
lished in  Rumney  Marsh  "a  free  School  to  Teach  them  to 
Read,  Write  &  Cypher."*  A  report  is  extant  which  shows 
that  he  taught  thirty-three  scholars  in  the  winter  of  i7°fiot  some 
of  them  coming  from  a  long  distance.*^ 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  varied  his  occupation  by  preach- 
ing  to  the  sparse  population  which  occupied  the  farms  of 
Rumney  Marsh,  Winntsimmet,  PuUen  Point,  and  Hog  Island.'^ 

way  of  Newgate's  landing,  to  the  ship  Revere  was  informed  by  the  aged  Mrs. 

in  which  h«  sailed  to  England  in  i6S8.  Anna  Stowcrs,  a  great  granddat^ilter  of 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  Vaoe  allot-  Thomas  c:heeverj  that  she  was  present 

ment  was  retained  by  Pailier,  and  was  at  a  party  in  the  old  house.   When  go> 

s-jKI  by  lii^  heirs  to  Thomas  Savage,  ing  home  they  turned  and  saw  that  it 

whose  &OU,  Ebenezer,  sold  it  to  Samuel  was  inflames;  and  it  was  destroyed.  It 

Sewali  In        at  which  time  it  was  in  was  supposed  that  some  of  the  guests 

the  ocrii|j,iiiL_v  of  ThoiriAs  Tuwu^eiul.  can>e<l  the  firu  in  g<-ttiny  lL>;1k->  trum  a 

Sewall,  whose  gossiping  diar}*  has  often  a  closet.    Traces  uf  the  ftre  have  been 

Iweo  of  service  in  the  preparation  of  foond  while  excavating  in  tlie  street, 

these  pages,  sold  the  farm,  in  April,  16S5.  ®  Bosi«n  Tmon  iCtefirdtt  Maicb  II, 

to  the  Bills,  who  transferred  it  to  Mr.  17a  i. 

Cheeper.  ,is  >t.i<d  in  the  text.  »'  A'.  E.  Hist,  and  Cental.  A'<f.,  xviii. 

Tt  i-  stilted  that  Mr.  Cheevcr  occupied  109  A  report,  made  in  February,  171 
the  Newgate  hou^^c,  which  is  still  stand-  by  Mr.  Cheever,  is  given  in  facsimiU, 
ing  in  Mill  Street,  in  Revere ;  but  he  was  Utmtrial  Histery  of  Boston,  ii.  3S0. 
liviitg  upon  the  Parker  farm  before  the  Although  it  seems  certain  that  no 
timeof  hU  pttrchase.  The  Newgate  land  regular  preaching  had  1)een  continued  in 
bounded  his  own  on  two  sides  and  the  that  remote  district  of  boston,  an  early 
Newgate  house  was  not  far  away  from  attempt  had  been  made  to  establish  it. 
that  of  Mr.  Cheever.  It  is  possible  that  In  March,  169^0,  Sergeant  John  CHiver, 
the  houses  have  become  confused  in  the  then  about  twcntv  f  iir  voars  of  age.  was 
uncertain  processes  of  the  village  tradi-  sent  there  by  the  Uo&ton  church  on  a 
tions  which  have  preserved  the  m7raory  motion  "made  by  such  as  have  farms  at 
of  liis  restileii  t  .  The  hi>i>v  in  \\l'.ich  Rumney  M.»rsli,  that  our  hrothcr  Oli'.er 
Mr.  Cheever  iivi  J  -.tuml  wulua  liic  line  may  be  sent  to  mstruct  their  servants, 
of  the  present  street  nurth  of  Kcnno's  and  to  be  a  help  to  them,  because  tliey 
Corner  and  tame  into  the  possession  of  cannot  many  limes  come  hither,  nor 
his  son,  Nathan,  with  (he  farm.  The  sometimes  to  Lynn,  and  srMnetimes  no- 
latter  built  anotht  r  h  u^-  a  little  to  the  where  at  all."  K^aynes  MS.  quoted  by 
westward  of  it,  which  stood  at  the  preaeut  Savage.  Wtttthroft  Hitt9ry  0/  A'ew  Eng- 
northerly  corner  of  Broadway  and  Fenno  land,  \.  328.  Oliver  appears  to  have 
.Street  until  1S93.  when  it  wa'<  dcnu)!-  continued  his  ministrations  at  Rumney 
ished.  At  the  death  of  Nathan  Cheever,  Marsh,  although  he  entered  H.  C.  and 
the  older  house  descended  to  his  son,  was  graduated  in  1645.  * 
Nathan  (H.  C.  17.11).  who  died  in  17S7,  ni  iH-n.int  fevrr  in  the  spring  of  1646, 
and  who  was  the  father  of  the  fevolu-  luaving  a  widow  and  Ave  children.  Win- 
tionary  officer.  Joseph  Cheever,  after-  throp  characterifes  him  as  "a  gracious 
wards  of  Maiden.  yo  inp  min,  not  i-M  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  late  Uenjamin   H.  Dewing  of  an  expert  soldier,  an  excellent  surveyor 

18 
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For  several  years  the  people  there,  among  whom  appear  to 
have  been  several  members  of  neighboring  churches,  had  been 
moving  towards  the  erection  of  a  place  of  worship,  when  the 
town  of  Boston,  April  29,  1709,  voted  "A  Grant  of  One 
hundred  pounds  to  be  raised  and  Laid  out  in  buildinq  a  meet- 
ing House  at  Rumny  Marsh."  Under  the  date  of  July  10, 
1 710,  Sewall  says:  — 

Mr.  Jn"  Marion  and  I  went  to  Rumney-Marsh  to  the  Raising  of 
their  Meetinghouse.  I  drove  a  Pin,  gave  a  5*  Bill,  had  a  very  good 
Treat  at  Mr.  Chiever's ;  vvcul  and  came  by  Winnisimet ;  and  six 
dtyt  later:  Extream  hot  wether.  Mr.  Cook,  ^nofietd  and  I  goe 
to  Rumney^Manh  in  a  Boat,  to  agree  with  Workmen  to  finish  the 
Meetinghouse.  Stowers  is  to  make  the  windows.  Got  home  well; 
Laus  Deo,   Seveial  died  of  the  Heat  at  Salem.** 

Although  no  church  was  immediately  gathered,  it  u  very 
probable  that  religious  services  were  held  and  that  Mr.  Cheever 
preached  there.  That  the  people  had  become  acquainted  with, 
his  "  gifts  "  is  proved  by  their  choice  of  him  as  their  pastor.  A 
church  covenant  was  formed  and  signed  by  Mr.  Cheever  and 
eight  brethren;  and,  October  19,  I7I5»  a  Council,  composed  of 
delegates  from  the  Second  and  New  North  churdies  of  Boston 
and  the  churches  of  Lynn  and  Reading,  received  them  as  a 
sister  church.  Though  both  Cotton  Mather  and  Samuel  Sewall, 

of  land,  and  one  who,  for  tlie  sweetnesa  tempts  to  fix  It*  location  and  asserts 

of  his  disposition  .ind  u^efulness  through  that  it  was  buiU  of  logs.    ChJsea  TtU- 

a  puLlic  spirit,  was  generally  beloved,  graph,  March  11,  18S2.   Samuel  Mav- 

and  greatly  lamented."  He  adds :  **  For  erick,  writing  of  Rumney  Manh  in  1660^. 

some  few  years  past  he  had  given  up  says:  —  "There  are  many  good  famies 

himself  to  the  tniiiistry  of  the  gospel,  belonging  to  llusiune,  which   have  a 

and  was  become  very  hopeful  that  way,  Metting  House,  as  it  were  a  Chapel  of 

(being  a  Rood  scholar  and  of  able  gifts  Ease,"  N.  F..  Hist,  and  GtHtai.  Jltgitttr, 

otherwise,  and  liad  exercisied  publicly  for  xxxix.  38. 

two  yean)."   Winthiop.  AVw  £it^aiN/,  Af.us.  /fitt.  Coil.,  xW\.  The 

il.  257.  window-maker   was   probably  Samuel 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Oliver,  there  Stowers,  a  carpenter,  of  Mystic  Side. 

is  MO  record  of  any  attempt  In-ing  made  The  meeting  house  then  huiit  is  still 

to  hold  public  worship  at  Rumney  Marsh  standing  in  Revere,  on  the  road  from 

iintH  the  time  of  Mr.  Cheever;  and  the  Penno*^  Comer  to  the  beach.   It  for- 

inluibltants  l>ecanie  connected,  if  at  all,  nierly  faced  towar(!s  tlie  north,  and  its 

with  the  neighboring  churches  of  Bos-  appearance  has  been  greatly  changed  by 

ton.  Maiden,  and  Lyim.  Chamberlain  modern  alterations.  A  view  as  it  ap,- 

hns  brought  out  the  fact,  however,  that  peared  some  years  since  is   given  by 

a  meeting  house  existed  earlier  than  the  Chamberlain,  Memorial  Hitt.  of  liostou,. 

«ne  erected  lo  1710;  and  ttadition  at-  ii.  378. 
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who  had  been  members  of  the  Council  at  Maiden,  were  present, 
the  former  being  chosen  "  to  manage  and  Moderate  tiie  whole 
affair,"'' no  objection  was  made  to  Mr.  Cheever,  and  he  appears 
to  have  outlived  the  "  sorrow  and  shame  **  of  the  Maiden  affair, 
even  if  his  character  had  ever  been  tarnished  in  the  minds  and 
by  the  report  of  those  who  were  conversant  with  the  whole 
matter.   Dr.  Tuckerman  says:  — 

Whatever  were  the  circumstances  which  occasioned  his  separation 
from  that  church,  they  do  not  appear  to  have  come  beibre  the  coun> 
cil  which  ordained  him  here.** 

Sewall  records  the  "  Church  Gathering  and  Ordination  "  in 
his  Diary  as  follows:  — 

8:  19.  Went  to  Rumney  Marsh  in  Comp*  of  Dr.  C.  Mather,  Mr. 
Stobo,  Squire  Webb,  Dr.  Oakes,  &c.  Mr.  Brown  of  Reading  pray*d, 
Mr.  'J  ho.  Chicvcr  preachM.  Neither  he  that  planteth.  i  Cor.  3.  7. 
Dr.  C.  .Mather  gave  them  a  Co\  enant  which  they  mule.  They  chose 
Mr.  Chiever  their  Pastor.  Dr.  gnve  him  the  ("harge,  he,  Mr. 
.Shepard  of  I.in,  Mr.  Brown  of  Reading,  laying  on  Hands,  with  Mr. 
Webb,  and  praying.  Mr.  Sbepard  gave  the  right  Hand  of  Fellowship. 
Sung  the  3  last  Staves  of  the  133**  Psalm,  which  Deacon  Marion  read 
and  set  the  Tune.   Mr.  Chiever  gave  the  Blessing.'* 

If  ever  there  had  been  a  real  cloud  over  the  reputation  of 
Mr.  Cheever,  it  had  now  passed  away;  and  thenceforth  he 
became  the  beloved  pastor  and  father  of  his  tittle  flock.  Dr. 
Tuckerman,  his  successor  in  the  pastoral  oflice,  writing  in  182 1, 
when  some  who  had  sat  under  his  ministry  were  still  alive, 
says: — 

I  am  told  that  he  was  much  respected  at  home;  and  his  records 
bear  ample  testimony  to  the  regard  that  was  felt  for  him  by  neighbouring 

churches.  There  was  at  thnt  time  more  of  ostensible  discipHne  in  the 
church,  than  there  is  at  this  tiay ;  and  the  mimitc  detail  which  he 
has  left  of  coini)]  lints  and  investigations,  of  publirk  censures,  acknowl- 
LUgments  and  pardons,  at  once  indicate  the  strong  feeling  which  the 
church  then  had  of  its  power  and  its  duty,  and  shew  that  he  was  not 
behind  those  of  his  cotemporaries,  who  were  most  zealoos  for  minis> 
terial  fideli^,  in  this  department  of  the  sacred  oflBce.* 

*•  CKeeverin  Rtmitty-M«an$k  Chtrrk         *  Mau.  Hist.  CM.,  xlvii.  63. 

JMt  {A/S  ).  Tuckerman,  Srrm.^rr.  5. 

•*  Tuckerman,  Sermon  Preachtd  on  (ht  TwtHtitth  Aiimvenary  oj  hit  Ordination 
(i8«|,  5. 
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The  historian  of  Chelsea,  in  his  preparatory  sketches, 
writes :  — 

His  sen  ices  were  constantly  sought  in  ecclesiastical  councils  ;  and  he 
most  assiduously  entered  the  letteis-misstve,  the  proceedings  and  the 
results,  in  his  records,  which  constitute  a  mine  that  lias  often  been 
worked  by  those  curious  in  such  matteis." 

Perhaps  some  of  his  constitutional  stubbornness  and  fire 
came  out  in  the  memorable  installation  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  as  colleague  of  the  Rev.  John  Webb  of  the  New  North 
Church  in  Boston  in  1720,  when,  after  a  long  and  shameful 
Tumultuous  disturbance  in  the  Meeting-house,"  he  alone  stood 
out  in  opposition  to  the  Boston  ministers,  and,  asking  the  neces- 
sary questions,  declared  the  candidate  "  to  be  the  Pastor  of  that 
church/'  Judge  Sewall  adds:  —  *' No  Psalm  was  sung."  "  By 
one  of  those  strange  coincidences  by  which  time  sometimes 
works  a  double  justice,  the  man  whom  the  Maiden  church  had 
rejected  in  his  prime,  stood  fearlessly  in  his  old  age  and  helped 
to  win  a  first  victory  of  those  principles  for  which  she  had  suf* 
fered  nearly  seventy  years  before.  Out  of  this  conflict  was  born 
again  the  full  right  of  churches  and  congregations  to  choose 
their  own  officers  -  a  right  which  had  lain  in  abeyance  since 
the  Maiden  brethren  bowed  before  the  st  cular  power.  Five 
years  later.  Cotton  Mather  and  the  Convention  of  Ministers, 
"  sorrowing  over  the  mournful  decnrlencc  of  what  they  esteemed 
to  be  good  order  in  the  chm  ehcs,"  ^  endeavored  to  procure  the 
intervention  of  the  General  Court  and  the  ordering  of  a  Synod 
to  consider  "  what  may  be  the  most  Evangelical  and  Effectual 
Expedients  to  put  a  Stop  unto  those,  or  the  like,  Miscar- 
riages." *^  History  repeated  itself.  As  in  the  days  of  the  Mat- 
thews troubles,  the  aristocratic  Council  would  have  acted  as  of 
yore;  but  the  democratic  deputies,  full  of  the  ner\c  and  sense 
of  the  people,  stamped  upon  the  measure ;  and  the  day  of 
synods,  supported  by  the  power  of  the  state,  passed  nwny  for- 
ever.   It  is  pleasant  to  read  that,  when  the  Rumney  Marsh 

Hon.  MellcnChambcrlaininOb/j'Af  H  iichinson,  History  ^  MMtachm- 

TtUgraph,  March  4,  18S2.  uUt  Bay,  u.  323. 

*•  Mass.  Hut,  CttU  xlvit.  34a. 

*  Dexter,  Cmjpvgationatiim  «f  ike  Last  THree  Hundred  Veart,  500, 
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pastor  retunicJ  to  his  church  and  recited  the  affair  of  the  CouQ'- 
exit  they  "  declared  their  approbation  of  the  same."^ 

Of  the  religious  views  of  Mr.  Chcevcr  little  may  now  be 
gathered.  Three  sermons  preached  by  him  were  published 
during  his  lifetime.  Of  one,  T/tc  Churches  Duty  and  Safi'ty^ 
[Bflsfori.  1713.]  the  title  only  is  known.  The  others,  bearing  the 
running-titles  of  Constancy  in  Use  of  Means  :  A  Duty  ;  and  Be- 
cause there  is  Wrath,  Beware,  were  {)ublishcd  togLthcr  in  1726, 
under  the  title  of  Two  Sermons  Preacliid  at  Maldoti.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  puritan  of  the  old  stock  in  principles 
and  faith,  tempered,  perhaps,  by  the  varied  experiences  of  a 
long  life.    Dr.  Tuckerinan  says:  — 

It  is  not  iinprobable,  that  when  he  grew  old,  Mr.  Cheever  became 
more  liberal  in  his  feelings,  than  he  was  in  the  early  part  of  his  life.  It 
is  the  natural  tendency  of  a  strong  mind,  profiting  by  its  own  obser\'a- 
tion  and  experience.** 

He  remained  in  the  pulpit,  serving  God  and  respected  by 
inen»  until  he  had  passed  the  full  age  ot  ninety  yearsi  when  in 

consequence  of  his  age  and  infir- 


should  come,  and  passed  from  this  life,  December  27,  1749,* 
"  retaining  the  unabated  affection  of  those  to  whom  he  had  dis- 
pensed the  word  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel."**  In  the  little 
retired  and  ncg^Icctcd  burs  in;^  ground  at  Rumney  Marsh,  which 
his  son  Joshua  ^a\'e  to  tiie  town  of  Chelsea*^  stand,  side  by 
side,  two  rude  stones,  mossy  and  weather-worn.  T1k\'  arc  the 
crumbling  memorials  of  two  who  bore  together  the  burden  of 

Kumnty-Afarish  Church  Book.  said  Town  forever,  for  that  use  only, 

Tuckerinan,  Sfrmon,  6.  with  so  mucb  more  land  contiguous  as 

"  *'  He  lived  to  be  the  oldest  survir-  ahall  be  necessary  for  that  use,  w'''  a 

ing  graduate  of  the  College ;  Samuel  convenient  way  to  Carry  their  Dead  to 

Andrew,  of  the  (  l.i^s  of  1675.  the  next  said  lUirving  Ground,  reserving  to  my 

oldest  before  him,  having  died  in  173S."  Heirs,  Executors,  adm»  &  asalgnees  for^ 

Sibley,  Harvard  Graim^t,  ii.  503.  ever  the  Herhape.**  Will  of  Joshua 

**  Tuckurni  ui.  Sirmon,  6.  ("heever, datc>l  ( ict')lii.r  i-,  17^0;  proved 

"  Item  the  Hurying  Ground  in  my  December  18,  1751,  Sugdk  Co.  Wtiis, 

Land  at  ChcUea  I  give  the  same  to  the  xtv.  6oi. 


mities,  a  colleague  was  ordained  ^VTS 
and  he  was  released  from  the 
cares  of  his  pastorate.  A  little  longer  h 


w  ilted  until  his  change 
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the  cross  which  was  laid  upon  them  in  the  Maiden  church  — 
Thomas  Cheever  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Bill. 

Memento  Mori 

Here  Lies  y*  Body  of        Here  Lyes  Buried 

M'^  Sarah  Cheeuer  y'^  Body  of  Rev«* 

Wjk  i  o  Muster  M'  Ihoraas  Cheever 

'ihoraas  Cheeuer  Who  Departed  This  Life 

Aged  47  Yeais  Decern^'  ay'"  Anno  Dom 

Died  Januaiy  1749  Aged  9a  Yean. 

the  30*  1705^. 

Much  division  and  many  troubles  appear  to  have  occurred 
after  Mr.  Cheever  left  Maiden.  Whatever  reasons  tiie  Council 
may  have  had  tn  advising  the  encouragement  of  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth,  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  great  weight  with 
**  the  Church  and  Congregation  of  Maldon;  *'  nor  do  the  people 
appear  to  have  held  their  teacher  in  greater  *'  Reputation."  An 
attempt  was  made  to  have  the  town  **  com  to  a  loueing  agree- 
ment," at  a  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  the  succeeding  October. 
The  summons  by  which  this  meeting  was  called  is  worthy  of 
preservation,  not  only  as  illustrative  of  the  condition  of  ecclesi- 
astical aflfairs  but  as  being  the  earliest  Maiden  warrant  known  to 
be  in  existence. 

To  (»mktNe  John  Spragne  you  are  in  bis  majcstyes  name  required  to 
wanie  the  inhabitanoe  of  the  Towne  to  consider  what  is  the  best  couise 

to  take  for  the  providing  for  goodman  felt :  and  that  we  may  com  to  a 

loneing  agreement  fir  the  vp  holding  and  ni  liiuaineing  of  the  worke  of 
the  minnistry  amonci'^t  vs  :  the  time  of  meeting  is  the  first  of  October 
which  is  friday  next  at  eaight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning. 

By  order  and  in  the  name  of  the  selectmen 
September:  aj  :  86:  John  SpiuGt;E.<« 

At  the  mcctin;^,  which  was  dul\'  held,  measures  were  taken  for 
the  relief  uf  "  oul<l  felt ;  "  hut,  whatever  discussion  may  have 
taken  place,  and  doubtless  tlie  debate  w  as  earnest  —  anc^rj',  per- 
haps, there  i.s  no  indication  that  any  agreement,  lnvin<^  ci  ntlier- 
wise,  was  proposed.  Tlu-  records  are  silent  utmn  that  matter. 
In  the  following  December,  the  spirit  of  dissension  was  still  alive 

Onginal  in  the  ponession  of  Artemas  Barrett  of  MdroM^  iMk 
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in  the  Maiden  church,  and  the  Government  again  interposed  in 
its  affairs. 

a  Centndll  held  in  Boston  New  England  December  8',  /6S6. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  severall  Inhabitants  of  Maiden  relateing 
to  their  Ministiy 

Ordered:  That  W  Stoughton.  Cap^  Wintbrop  and  Wharton  (with 
such  other  of  the  Members  of  the  CounclU  as  can  be  present)  with  Mf 
Mather  and  Mf  Willard  be  impoured  a  Com'"  to  repair  to  Maiden  on 
Tuesday  next  the  1 4"'  inst:  and  to  call  before  them  the  Petitioners  and 
other  Inhabitants  uf  Maiden,  and  to  hear  and  finally  determme  and 
settle  the  maintainance  of  the  Ministry  there,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Councill  do  give  forth  Warrant  to  the  Omstables  of  Maiden  to  warn  a 
general!  meeting  at  time  &  place  accordingly.* 

The  committee  "repayred"  to  Maiden  at  die  appointed 
time ;  and  its  report  shows  that  a  minori^  of  the  people,  at 
least,  desired  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Cheever. 

In  observance  of  an  Order  of  the  President  and  Councill  &c.  Wee 
underwritten  on  the  14'"  Inst:  repayred  to  Maiden  and  upon  a  fall 
hearing  of  all  partyes  do  find  that  the  former  usage  of  that  Towne  hath 

been  for  many  years  to  raise  sixty  pound  per  annum  by  a  Rate  upon 
the  Inh:\bitants  of  tht-  Towne  for  tlv^  -inintainance  of  the  Ministry, 
which  of  late  by  :i  l  own  vote  &  agreement  hath  been  converted  and 
altered  to  fifty  pound  in  mony. 

That  1^  Wigglesworth  was  many  years  since  by  choice  and  agree- 
ment  universaU  ordained  Teacher  to  the  Church  there,  and  though  by 
sickness  and  indisposttkMI  he  was  for  some  years  uncapiable  to  perform 
his  worke,  yet  for  many  months  last  past  he  hith  constantly  attended 
the  service  of  the  Ministry  and  administration  of  the  Sacrimmis 
amongst  them,  and  declares  his  willingness  so  to  do  untill  the  people 
can  upon  a  good  agreement  invite  and  obtaine  some  other  Assistant  to 
him  and  them  therein. 

That  tho'  there  hath  been  for  some  year^  rii^t  31  other  person 
(vi/'  M'  Cheevers)  ordaiii'-d  to  the  Service  of  the  .\linistry  there,  yet 
the  said  Cheevers  h.uriiv.'  been  conviclcd  of  several!  previons  faults 
and  debaucheries  very  Scandelous  to  his  Ministry,  whereby  he  is  muile 
uncapiable  of  his  Office  there ; 

WBfi.  do  therefore  Order,  That  the  select  Men  of  Maiden  lor  the 
time  beini^  do  according  to  formrr  nsige  lay  the  Rate  of  Sixty  pounds 
half  mony  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne  equally,  and  attend 
the  usnall  method  for  collecting  the  same,  and  pay  it  unto  hi'.  Wiggles- 
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worch  for  his  service,  he  continucing  tiiere  in  the  supply  &  support  of 
the  publick  \S  orship  and  ordinances  of  God,  and  that  no  further  dis- 
turbance or  offer  be  made  by  any  of  the  Inhabitant  againe  to  restore 
the  laid  Cheevers  to  the  service  of  the  Ministcy  in  that  pUce  which 
will  80  apparently  attend  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace,  and  dis- 
honour of  God. 

WV  Stoughion 
R?  Wharton. 

1  he  foregoing  are  true  copyes.  Attested  this  20'"  day  of  December 
1686. 

Ed:  Randolph  Setr»^ 

On  the  day  when  Randolph  signed  the  record,  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  landed  at  Boston.  He  cared  as  little  for  the  ecclesi- 
astical affairs  of  the  colonists  as  the  Maiden  people  speared  to 
care  for  the  report  and  order  of  the  committee;  and  the 
Government  made  no  attempt  to  enforce  that  which  the  people 
seemed  in  no  haste  to  obey.  The  selectmen  laid  no  ministerial 
rates,  and  nothing  favorable  to  Mr.  Wigglesworth  came  out  of 
the  matter. 

Not  only  is  there  no  evidence  tliat  the  town  did  anj'thinij 
towards  the  support  of  Mr.  Wi^^glesworth ;  but  for  more  than 
five  years  after  the  meetin<;  of  the  committee  of  the  Council,  he 
is  not  so  much  as  mentioned  upon  the  records.  The  people 
still  appear  to  have  looked  ui)on  him  as  one  who  had  no  claims 
upon  them  beyond  what  they  mii^ht  vohintarily  choose  to  give; 
and  it  is  probable  that  by  contributions  and  gilts  made  irregu- 
larly, joined  with  what  meagre  harvest  his  six  and  one-half 
acres  might  yield,  and  the  sale  of  his  books  and  his  precarious 
gatherings  as  a  physician,  and,  perhaps,  as  a  teacher  of  youth 
preparing  for  the  colle;^e  or  the  ministry,  he  lived  during  this 
period  of  his  life.  That  he  considered  himself  as  settled  by  the 
town  and  possessed  of  a  claim  upon  it  is  evident  from  this 
tantalizing  passage  in  the  Bi-Ccntennial  Book:  — 

It  appears  by  an  old  letter  still  extant,  ad  !r(^;^"(1  to  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth  by  Samuel  Sprague,  of  date  July  lOJij,  that  Mr.  W.  aevet 
resigned  his  pastoral  charge.** 

M  Omnat  Rttords,  fi.  loi-ioz.  **  BhCetOenmal  Btoi  o/Matden,  156 
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Thjt  which  was  extant  in  1S49  has  since  disappeared 
other  papers,  the  loss  of  which  I  must  frequently  bewail.  There 
is  no  indication  that  Mr.  VVigglesworth  ever  attempted  to  en- 
force the  recognition  of  his  supposed  or  real  rights.  He  pre- 
ferred, perhaps,  to  rely  upon  the  sense  of  justice  in  the  people, 
which  he  may  have  thought  would  awaken  when  he,  himself, 
could  properly  dischai^  his  pastoral  duties. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  he  met  with  a  serious  loss  in 
the  deatii  of  his  young  wife,  who  had  been  a  blessing  and  help 
to  him.  She  died  September  4.  1690,  at  the  9^  of  about 
twenty-eight  years.**  Mr.  Wigglesworth  was  now  near  his 
sixtieth  year ;  and  the  happy  experiences  of  his  second  marriage 
and  the  care  of  six  young  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  not 
yet  ten  years  old,  were  the  probable  inducements  which  led  him 
soon  to  cast  about  for  another  helpmgst.  That  the  second  rea> 
son  was,  however,  subordinate  to  the  first  must  appear,  however 
unwelcome,  in  the  fact  that  when  the  candidate  objected  to  the 
number  of  children  he  replied :  "  The  Number  may  be  lessened 
if  there  be  need  of  it" 

Sybil  Sparhawk,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Patience 
Sparhawk  of  Cambridge,  was  born  about  1655.  Her  maternal 
grandfather,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Newman,  in  the  wilderness  of 
Rehoboth,  by  the  light  of  blazing  knots,  wrote  tiie  first  Con- 
cordance in  the  English  language,  which  became  the  basts  of 
the  work  of  Cruden  and  all  later  compilers.*^'  She  married, 
July  22,  1679,  Dr.  Jonathan  Avery,  who  died  not  long  before 
Mrs.  Wigglesworth ;  and  she  was  living  a  widow  at  her  house  in 
Dedham  when  Mr.  Wigglesworth  was  there  in  October,  1690. 
That  she  made  an  instant  impression  upon  the  heart  of  the 
bereaved  and  lonely  poet  may  readily  be  gathered  from  a  letter 
which  he  wrote  in  the  following  February. 

Mr.  Wigglesworth  took  part  in  the  agreed  to  "meet  constantly,  at  the  Col- 

lormaHon  of  an  assuLl  ulon  of  the  mii|.  lege  in  Cambridge,  on  a  Monday  at  nine 

isters  of  Poston  niui  \  ii  i;iity,  October  tj,  or  tfn  of  the  clocic  in  the  morning,  once 

1690,  and  was  the  thifd  signer  of  its  in  six  weeks,  or  oftener  if  need  Uc."  Ct 

Sitides.  The  objects  of  this  association  Mather,  Mtsrnalia,  Bk.  V.  {2};  Dean, 

were  "the  promoting  of  the  flospel,  and  Wi^lentwrth,  106. 

our  mutual  asisistauce  and  furtherance  Newman,  Reh»Mh  in  tAe  PaU, 

in  tbat  great  work ; "  and  its  member*  S'-SJ. 


L/iyiu^u<j  by  Google 


282 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN. 


Tliese  for  hit  aUemed  friendt  Mrs.  Avery ^  widdow  at  her  kerne, 

Dedham. 
Mrs.  Avery  — 

I  heartily  salute  you  in  the  Lord,  giving  you  many  thaukes  fur 
yo^  courtesies  when  I  was  at  yo'  house  last  October;  since  which  time 
I  have  bad  many  thoughts  of  you,  atid  denies  to  s|»eak  with  you :  Bat 

not  judging  it  ^isonable,  I  have  been  still  thus  long.  And  now  I 
make  bold  to  visit  you  with  a  line  or  two,  desirins;  to  know  how  it 
fareth  with  yourself  &  children  this  sickly  time,  2ly  whiihcr  you  still 
continue  in  yo'  widdowhood,  &  be  at  Liberty  or  free  from  any  Engage- 
ment, that  a  man  may  visit  you  without  offence,  3ly  And  if  you  be 
free,  whither  a  visit  from  me  tn  order  unto  some  further  acquaintance 
would  be  welcome  to  you.  To  which  queries  if  you  please  to  return 
me  a  brief  Answer  by  this  bearer,  T  shall  take  it  for  a  kindness,  & 
shall  better  unden>tand  what  Ciod  calls  mc  to  do,  being  ready  to  wait 
upon  you  by  a  visit  y*  first  opportunity,  if  you  mcourage  uie  so  to 
doe.  Not  else  at  presenti  but  with  my  hearty  Prayers  for  yourself  & 
yours  I  rest,  ' 


If  yoM  cannot  conveniently  return  an  answer  in  writing  so  speedily, 
you  may  trust  the  Messenger  to  bring  it  by  word  of  mouth,  who  is 
grave  &  faithful,  and  knows  upon  what  errant  he  is  sent.  .  .  . 

farewell," 

This  was  so  well  received  that  a  scconil  visit  followed  on  "  y"^ 
first  opportunity;  "  and  that  a  seriou-  matter  was  jjroposcd  and 
met  with  some  objections  is  evident  from  the  long  and  somewhat 
curious  document  which  follows :  — 

Mrs.  Avfr\  ) 


^  my  I'ery  kind  frienif.  f 

I  heartily  salute  you  in  y*  Lord  with  many  thanks  for  yo'  kind 
entertainment  when  I  was  with  you  March  sd.  I  have  made  bdd 
once  more  to  visit  you  by  a  few  lines  in  y*  inclosed  paper,  not  to  pre- 
vent a  personal  visit,  but  rather  to  make  way  for  it,  which  I  fully 
intend  the  beij;iniiiiiL;  cf  \*  next  week  if  weather  and  health  Frexcnt 
not,  craving  the  favor  that  you  will  not  be  from  home  at  that  Tmie, 
yet  if  yo'  occasions  cannot  comply  with  that  Time,  1  shall  endeavor 
to  wait  upon  you  at  any  other  Time  that  may  suit  you  better.  Not 
further  to  trouble  you  at  this  Time,  but  only  to  present  y*  Inclosed  to 
yoF  serious  thoughts,  I  commend  both  it.  &  you  to  y*  Lord  &  wait  for 

•  ChrisHan  Register,  June  i,  1850;  A"!  E.  Hut.  and  G<mal.  Reg.  xvii.  139. 


Maldon,  Feb'  it,  1690. 


yo'  loving  Friend 

Micha'^  Wigulesworth. 
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an  Answer  from  Heftveo  in  due  season,  meaniriule  I  am  &  shall 
lenuun,  Yo^  Tree  Friend 

dc  wel'Wisher, 

Maldon  March  23,  169 1.  Michael  Wigglf^worth. 

I  make  bold  to  spread  before  vm  these  following  considerations 
which  Possibly  may  help  to  clear  up  yo'  way  before  y"  return  an 
answer  unto  y'  Motion  w^"  1  have  made  to  you,  I  hope  you  will  take 
them  in  good  Bart  and  Fonder  them  seriously. 

i".  I  have  a  great  peitMrasion  that  y"  motion  is  of  God,  for  diverse 
Reasons. 

As  first  that  I  should  get  a  little  acquaintance  witii  you  by  a  short  & 
transient  visit  having  been  altogether  a  stranger  to  you  before,  and  that 
so  little  acquaintance  should  leave  such  impressions  behin<l  it,  as  neither 
length  of  1  ime,  distance  of  Place,  nor  any  other  objects  could  w  ear  off, 
but  that  my  thoughts  &  heart  have  been  toward  you  ever  sioce. 

a*'.  That  upon  serious,  earnest  and  fiequent  seeking  of  God  for 
guidance  &  Direction  in  so  weighty  a  matter,  my  thoughts  have  still 
been  determined  unto  and  fixed  upon  yo^self  as  the  most  suitable  Person 
for  me. 

3'''.  In  that  I  have  not  been  led  hereunto  by  fancy  (as  too  many 
are  in  Uke  cases)  but  by  sound  R»son  &  judgment,  Principally  Ix>ving 
and  desiring  you  for  those  gifts  &  graces  God  had  bestowed  upon  you, 

and  Propounding  y'  Glory  of  God,  the  adorning  and  furtherance  of  y* 

Gospel.  The  spiritual  as  wel  as  outward  good  of  myself  and  family, 
together  w'''  y'  good  of  yo'self  &  children,  as  my  Ends  inducing  me 
hereunto. 

a*".  Be  Pleased  to  Consider,  that  although  you  may  Pcradventure 
have  offers  made  you  by  Persons  more  Eligible,  yet  you  can  hardly 
meet  with  one  that  can  love  you  better,  or  whose  love  is  built  upon 

a  surer  foundation,  or  that  may  be  capable  of  doing  more  for  you  in 
some  respects  than  myself.  l}ut  let  this  be  spoken  with  all  humility, 
&  witiiout  ostentation.    I  can  never  think  meanly  enough  of  myself. 

3'".  Whither  there  be  not  a  great  sutableness  in  it  for  one  that  hath 
been  a  Physician's  wife  to  match  with  a  Physician,  By  this  means  you 
may  in  some  things  &  at  some  Times  afford  more  help  than  another, 
&  in  liko  manner  receive  help,  get  an  increase  of  skill,  and  become 
capable  of  doing  more  that  way  hereafter  if  need  should  ln\ 

4^.  Whither  Ciod  doili  not  now  in\  ite  you  to  y*  doing  of  some  more 
Eminent  Service  for  him,  than  you  are  capable  of  doing  in  yo'  Present 
Private  c  ip.icity?  and  whither  those  many  Emptyings  from  vessel  to 
vessel  &  great  afflictions  that  have  befaln  you  might  not  be  sent  with 
a  design  to  fit  you  for  further  service,  &  to  losen  you  from  y*  Place  & 
tvay  you  have  been  in? 
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5*^.  Whither  y*  enjoyment  <^  Christ  in  all  his  ordinances  (which  at 
present  cannot  be  had  where  you  arc)  be  not  a  thing  of  that  weight 
liiat  may  render  this  motion  at  this  time  somewhat  more  considerable? 

6''.  Consider,  if  you  should  coniiuue  where  you  are  whither  y*  look* 
ing  after  &  manaeing  of  yo*  outward  Business  &  afGurs  may  not  be  too 
hard  for  joii»  and  hauaid  your  health  a^un? 

f*^  If  God  should  exercise  you  with  sickness  again  whither  it  were 
not  more  comfortable  and  safe  to  have  a  neer  and  dear  friend  to  take 
care  of  you  and  yours  at  such  a  i'imej  especially  now  when  yo'  dear 
mother  is  gone  to  Heaven. 

8^.  This  foUowing  summer  is  Likely  to  be  full  of  Tfoubles  (unless 
God  prevent  them  beyond  the  expectation  of  man)  by  reason  our 
Indian  and  French  Enemyes :  now  whither  it  may  not  be  more  com* 
fortable  ami  safe  to  get  neerer  y*  heart  of  the  Country,  than  to  con- 
tinue where  you  are  &  to  hve  as  you  do? 

9'>.  The  consideration  of  many  afflictions,  losses  &  Bereaveuienls 
which  have  befallen  you,  as  it  hath  affected  my  heart  with  deep  sym- 
pathy,  so  it  hath  been  no  imaU  inducement  to  me  to  make  this  motion, 
hopeing  that  if  God  should  give  it  acceptance  with  you  I  might  be 
a  friend  &  a  Comforter  to  you  instead  of  yo'  many  lost  relations;  and 
1  hope  upon  trial  you  would  find  it  so, 

lo'^.  As  my  Late  wife  was  a  means  under  God  of  my  recovering 
a  better  state  of  Health ;  so  who  knows  but  God  may  make  you  instru- 
mental to  Preserve  &  Prolong  my  health  &  life  to  do  him  service. 

Olj.  As  to  that  main  objection  in  respect  to  my  Age,  I  can  say 
nothing  to  that.  But  my  Times  are  in  the  hands  of  Cod.  who  as  he 
hath  restored  my  health  beyond  expectation,  can  also  if  he  i'lease  Pro- 
long it  while  he  hath  any  service  for  me  to  do  for  his  Name.  And  in 
y"^^  mean  time,  if  God  shall  Please  and  yourself  be  willing  to  Put  me  in 
that  Capacity,  I  hope  I  shall  do  you  as  much  Good  in  a  little  tune  as 
it  is  Possible  for  me  to  do,  &  use  some  endeavours  also  to  Provide  for 
yo'  future,  as  wel  as  Present,  welfare,  as  God's  Bounty  shall  enable  me ; 
for  true  love  cannot  be  idle. 

Ob.  i\nd  for  y*^  other  objection  from  y*^  number  of  my  children  & 
difficult}'  of  guiding  such  a  family,  i**.  the  Number  may  be  lessened 
if  there  be  need  of  it. 

2*'',  I  shall  gladly  improve  my  authority  to  strengthen  yours  (if 
God  shall  so  Perswade  your  heart)  to  do  what  lieth  in  me  to  make  the 
burden  as  lipht  comfortable  as  may  be.  And  I  am  perswadcd  there 
would  be  a  great  suitableness  in  our  tempers,  spirits.  Principles,  &  con- 
sequently a  sweet  and  harmonious  agreement  in  those  matters  (&  in  all 
other  matters)  betwixt  and  indeed  this  Perswasion  is  a  Principle 
thing  w**  hath  induced  me  to  make  this  motion  to  yo'self  &  to  no  other. 
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Finally  that  I  be  not  over  tedious,  I  have  great'  hope,  that  if  God 
shall  Perswade  you  to  close  with  this  motion,  the  Consequents  will  be 
for  furthurance  of  y*  Gospel,  for  y*  Comfort  of  us  both,  &  of  both 
our  familyes  ^  that  y*"  Lord  will  make  us  mutual  iiclpcrs  &  Blessings 
to  each  other,  &  that  we  shall  enjoy  taiuch  of  God  together  in  «uch 
a  Relation,  without  which  no  relation  can  be  truly  sweei." 

That  Mr.  Wigglesworth  went  to  Dedham  very  soon,  if  not  as 
early  as  "the  beginning  of  y*  next  week,"  as  proposed,  and 
tint  the  objections  of  his  very  kind  friend  "  were  overcome  is 
very  evident ;  for  they  were  married  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Fiske 
of Braintree,  June  23,  1691.**  "She  was  beloved  for  her  land 
and  charitable  disposition/*  says  Mr.  Dean;  "  and  her  character 
and  standing  in  society  may  have  aided  her  husband  in  alla>  in<; 
the  troubles  in  his  parish."  ^ 


»  ChrittioH  Register^  June  I,  1S50; 
//.  E.  Mist,  and  Gemot.  Rt^.  xrii.  140- 
142 

M  "In  the  course  of  his  wooing,  at 
what  period  there  to  no  record,  a  ^Iver 

locket  in  the  form  of  a  heart  was  pre- 
sented to  the  lady  by  her  lover.  This 
locket,  not  larger  than  a  fourpence,  is 
curioiidy  wrniight.  On  the  front  is  a 
heart  with  wings  on  L-acli  sidi-.  It  rests 
againat  an  anchur ;  .i>  if  it  hath  flown  to 
her,  and  there  found  its  resting  place. 
On  the  back,  the  words  *  thine  forever ' 
are  marked.  After  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Wigglesworth  it  became  the  pfO|icrtjr  of 
one  of  her  daughters  by  her  filral  mar- 
riage, Dorothy  Avery ;  and  descended 
to  the  great-grandson  of  the  original 
owner,  Rev.  Thomas  Cary,  pastor  of  the 
first  religious  s  n  ir  ty  in  Newburyport- 
Mr.  Cary's  colleague,  Kev.  Ur.  Andrews, 
married  a  descendant  of  Michael  Wi(;- 
glesworth,  a  granddaughter  of  the  fir^t 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege, who  was  tho  only  chHd  bom  to  Mr. 
Wigglesworth,  after  his  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Avery.  Soon  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Gary's  only  daughter,  the  family  of 
his  colleague  were  passing  a  day  at  his 
house,  .\fter  dinner  Mr.  C.iry  told  the 
stor)'  of  the  locket  and  producod  it.  A 
lilac  ribbon  had  suspended  it  from  the 
iteck  of  a  former  owner.  .Mr.  Gary 
placed  it  on  that  of  his  colloague's 
daitgbter.  saying,  that  it  had  remained 


in  his  family  long  enough,  and  now 
ought  to  go  to  another  branch.  There 
seemed  indeed  a  propriety  in  its  be- 
longing to  a  descendant  of  both  parties. 
The  mother  of  the  child  to  whom  it 

was  civcri.  fi.ul,  after  her  f.itlicr's  dc.ith, 
received  among  other  things  a  small  sil- 
ver box,  the  cover  made  ti  an  English 
shilling,  and  on  the  bottom  the  ktttTS 
S.  W.  were  marked — the  initials  ol  Mrs. 
Avery's  name  after  her  second  marriage. 
For  what  purpose  the  silver  box  was 
made  had  never  been  di.scovcrwi  ur  con- 
jectured. A  finger  ring,  unkss  smaller 
than  the  usual  size,  could  not  lie  in  it ; 
but  the  little  silver  heart  fitted  in  ex- 
actly. It  was  agreed  by  all  who  saw 
them  that  the  box  must  have  been  made 
to  keep  the  locket  from  harm ;  but  that 
the  latter  having  been  worn  round  the 
neck,  for  a  length  of  time,  the  box  was 
for<gotten;  and  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Wii,';;lr  >\v(<rtli ,  anti  tlic  tlivi-.ion  of  her 
effects  among  her  children  —  her  son  had 
taken  the  box,  and  one  of  her  daughters 
the  lo>  ki  t,  and  so  they  had  descended 
in  diherent  branches  of  the  family  ;  and 
after  being  separated  three  genecatkms 
were  re  united  in  the  fourth  "  TbeRev* 
AsKlrew  1'.  l'cal>ody,  n.D.,  in  the  Chris- 
tian ftcifisUr,  June  I,  1850. 

"  Dean.  W'ij^Jer-.L'orth,  105.  There 
was  one  child  by  this  marriage.  I'd- 
ward  Wigglesworth  was  bnrn  in  or  soon 
after  the  year  1692,  and  was  graduated 
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Under  the  date  of  March  14,  iCg^j,  appears  the  first  recorded 
mention  of  Mr.  Wigglcsworth  as  one  to  whom  the  town  owed 
aught;  and  there  is  an  air  of  constraint  about  the  record  which 
makes  the  grant  appear  to  have  been  grudgingly  given. 

U(>/r  </  al  the  same  Ume  thai  tlie  towne  will  find  m'  wcgt  lsworth  \vith 
wood  in  u  general  way  al  saruijie  ilaycs  a  pointed  for  this  present 
yeare  if  any  refuse  or  nelect  after  the  time  apointed  more  than  6  days 
for  a  teme  of  4  oxen  to  pay :  6  Shillings  and  for  2  oxen  to  pay : 
4  Shillings  and  for  a  man :  2  Shillings  and  this  to  be  taken  by  destres 
by  a  constabel :  by  wanent  from  the  selectmen. 

The  next  year,  *<The  21  of  this  Instant:  March  Is  apointed 
to  cut  and  cart  wood  for  m'  Wigglcsworth;"  and  a  year  later,, 
the  selectmen  passed  an  order  with  more  directness  and  force. 

At  a  Meeting  of  select  men  at  Isaac  Hills  19  of  lanuai)'  169^  : 
Jt  is  ordered  y*  one  Wensday  next  which  is  y*  24  of  this  Jnstant  Janeu- 
ary  shall  be  a  day  for  all  y*  Jnhabitants  of  this  Town  to  cut  an  cany 
firewood  for  m'  Wigglcsworth. 

The  tide  of  public  opinion  had  now  turned  in  Mr.  Wiggles* 
worth's  favor;  and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  met  with 
the  support  and  respect  which  his  position  and  his  natural  good 
qualities  as  a  man  and  a  Christian  deserved.  It  is  probable 
that  his  trials  and  experience  in  life  had  chastened  and  refined 
his  mind  and  modified  or,  perhaps,  eradicated  its  morbid  ten- 

at  Harvard  Cdllogi-,  1710.  He  w:is  for  sev  enty-two  years,  and  wa«i  succpedcd  in 
a  while  usher  of  a  grammar  school  in  his  chair  by  hi«  only  son,  Edward,  who 
Boston  <*and  left  it  with  the  design  of  was  born  at  Cambridge,  Feb.  7,  173}^ 
settling  in  the  ministry.  He  took  a  and  liitd  June  17,  1794.  The  latter  wn'< 
chamber  at  college,  lived  there  and  failicr  of  Thomas  Wigglcsworth,  a  well 
preached  occasionally  'till  June  28,  1721,  known  and  mii  i.  ts^if ul  merchant  of  Bo*- 
when  he  was  elected  the  first  HoHi.s  ton  during  the  first  half  of  this  century. 
Professor  of  Divinity,  at  the  age  of  The  third  Hollis  Professor  was  the 
thirty  years.  He  was  inaugurated  to  Rev.  David  Tappan,  a  grandson  of  Mr. 
this  office.  (October  21,  1722,  and  held  Wigglesworth'a  second  daughter,  Abi- 
it,  with  high  repute  for  his  piety  and  gail,  the  eldest  daild  of  the  youthful 
learning,  upwards  of  forty  year>.  He  Martha  Mudge.  "It  is  a  very  r<. mark- 
was  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation  of  this  able  circumstance,"  sajn  Dr.  McClure, 
University,  and  received  the  degree  of  **  that  of  the  four  Flollis  Professors,  the 

Doctor  of  Diviiiitv  fr<itn  Et!inburgh  in  first  three  who  ht  ld  llie  ch.iii  fcit  t  ighty 

I7ja"   Thaddeus  William  Harriii,  A/S.  successive  years,  with  hi^h  rcputationr 

Gtnetil^giMt  Sketch  if  tke  IVif^^tswortk  should  have  been  respectively  the  son, 

fdt>i:h'.  pmnflson,  and  crrcat  prand-^nn  of  that 

I'rofessor  Wigglcsworth  died  at  Cam-  good  man."   BtL'enlennial  S'wi  of  Mai 

M4ge,  January  id,  1765,  at  the  age  of  4t»^  15^1 
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dencies,  which  in  his  earlier  days,  and  while  stiflTering  with  his 
many  bodily  troubles,  had  not  been  an  especially  pleasant  qual- 
ity in  his  character.  His  physical  weaknesses  had  passed  away; 
and  he  was,  as  Increase  Mather  says,  *'  restored  to  such  a  meas- 
ure of  Health,  as  to  be  able  to  Preach  for  many  years  twice 
evety  Lords  Day,  after  he  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  a  Lan- 
guishing condition." 

Another  generation  of  men  and  women  had  succeeded  to  the 
places  of  those  who  had  formed  the  church  and  congregation, 
in  earlier  days ;  and  most  of  those  who  had  favored  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, and  who  had  undoubtedly  exercised  a  disturbing  influ- 
ence and  formed  an  opposition  to  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  had  passed 
away.  Of  the  nine  who  withstood  the  General  Court,  not  one 
was  living  in  March,  169 1^ ;  and  it  is  significant  that  one  of  the 
most  prominent.  Captain  John  Wa3^e,  who,  after  the  removal 
of  Joseph  Hills  to  Newbury,  had  been  the  most  influential  man* 
of  the  town  and  church,  had  died  but  a  few  months  before.*^ 
If  any  unjust  prejudices  and  opposition  had  existed  in  regard 
to  the  teacher  tiiey  were  now  forgotten ;  and  thenceforth  Mr. 
Wigglesworth  became  the  faithful  counsellor  and  friend  of  his 
flock  —  "  Mauldens  Physician  for  Soul  and  Body  two." 

His  position  and  claims  were  first  distinctly  and  fully  recog- 
nized, March  12,  169^^,  when  it  was  voted :  — 

That  f  town  will  alow  m'  Wi^lesworth  fiftjr  five  pounds  a  yeer 
ycerly  Jn  money :  And    use  of  the  passonag.  and  a  suficant  suply  of 

fierwood.  so  Long  as  He  carrieth  one  work  of  )  ■  niinestrry  :  y*  yccrc 
begineth  y'  12  of  Mnrch  1694  :  .  .  .  voted  that  m'  Wigglesworth  shall 
haue  Thirty  Cord  of  Cordwooii  i^id  a  his  dore  for  this  present  yeer. 

At  a  meeting  held.  May  18, 1694,  it  was  voted: 

That  y*  Select  men  hath  liberty  granted  to  order  and  lay  a  penalty 
upon  those  y*  shall  neglect  to  carry  their  proportion  of  wood  for  m' 

**  I.  Mather  in  dedicadon  prefixed  to      Joseph  HUb,  at  Newbary.  Fetmiary 

C.  Mather.  A  Faithful  Afatt.  5,  ae.  S5  ; 

«  Abraham  Hill,  February  13,  ;        Captain  John  Spraguc,  June  25,  1693. 

Thomas  C^all,  M.iy,  i676^ae.79;  ae.  68; 

John  Upham,  Febrnafy  95,  i68>^,       Ralph  Shepaid,  September  it,  1693^ 

ae-  84  ;  ae.  90 ; 

Edward  Carrington.  1684 ;  Captain  John  Wayte,  September  , 

James  Green,  March  2%  16S7 ;  1693.  ae.  75.  ' 
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Wiggiesworih  for  This  present  ycere  :  and  that  Select  men  are  hereby 
Jmpowered  to  grant  wanranty  to  The  GOiisUibh»  to  lake  "f  Ibrfiturs  by 
destress. 

The  salary  was  somewhat  changed,  perhaps  increased,  March 
18,  1695/6,  when  it  was  voted:  — 

That  m'  wigglcsworth  shall  llaue  fifty  pounds  jn  money  for  this  pres- 
ent ycere  :  to  be  Raised  one  this  form :  by  taking  a  new  Jnvoice  of  all 
t.  Reatable  Estate :  And  all  y*  Siraiogers  mooey  /  corns  Jnto  y  contri- 

tNitten  box  m'  wiggleswwrtb  shall  haue  ouer  and  abone. 

'  i  The  method  of  gathering  the  contributions  and  the  distinction 

of  '*  Straingers  money  "  are  explained  in  a  vote  passed  a  short 
^  time  previous. 

All  the  inhabitance  of  this  lown  that  cunirabute  to  the  nunestry  doe 
pute  thare  mony  in  papers  with  thaie  names  and  mme  of  mony  in  it 
and  all  those  that  doue  not  conttabnte  shall  pay  in  thare  mony  quar* 
terly  to  the  deakens  and  if  any  man  pute  in  his  mony  in  to  the  box 
naked  it  shall  be  luked  at  as  Strangers  mony  and  so  lowset. 

At  a  meeting,  May  8, 1696,  it  was  voted, 

That  all  male  parsons  of  one  and  twenty  yeers  and  upwards  shall  be 
Reated  three  shillings  p'  head  to  y*  minestars  sallerey  for  this  presant 
•  yeer  Excepting  such  parsons  as  y*  select  men  hes  Just  cause  to  omit  by 

^  Reson  of  pouerty  or  other  wise. 

' .  Mr.  Wigglesworth  received  three  lots  in  the  division  of  com- 

mon lands  in  1695 ;  and,  in  addition,  it  was  voted  that 

m'  wigglesworth  shall  haue  all  the  land  betwene  his  lote  in  the  sec- 
^  cand  diuision  on  the  weste  side  the  Riuer  and  Charlestowne  line  which 

is  aboute  ane  accer  and  a  halfe. 

Mr.  Dean  suggests  that, 

The  delay  of  the  town  in  recognizing  him  as  their  minister,  by  vot- 

V  ing  him  a  salarj',  may  have  been  partly  owing  to  an  apprehension  that 

by  so  doing  they  would  render  themselves  liable  to  him  for  past 

'  services.-'^ 

There  is  some  color  to  this  supposition.  A  full  settlement  of 
all  arrears  appears  to  have  been  made  nt  the  cn.l  t  f  the  first 
year;  and  a  receipt  was  entered  and  signed  upon  the  town 
book,  which,  although  no  sum  was  named,  was  broad  enough  to 

Dam,  Wig^twtrtht  105. 
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cover  any  claun  which  Mr.  VVigglcsvvorlh  may  have  been  able 
to  make. 

Tlicse  lines  arc  lo  let  all  nion  unden>land  Ihat  1,  Michael  Wiggles- 
worth  of  Maiden,  doe  Herby  discliarg  And  acquit  the  I'own  of  Maiden 
from  all  claimes  that  may  be  made  heerafter  by  my  self  my  haires  exe- 
cutors Administrators  or  a  signes  upon  the  acount  of  aney  Salary  debt 
or  dues  to  me  for  the  work  of  y*  ministery  from  the  begining  of  The 
world  untill  the  12  of  March  16945.  In  witness  of  y*  primeses,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seall  this  28  of  March,  1695  5. 

Michael  W  icollmv < »rth  \seal.'\. 

June  I,  1696,  while  his  parishioner,  Colonel  Nicholas  Paige, 
was  captain  of  the  "  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company," 
he  preached  the  annual  sermon  before  that  body.  It  was  never 
printed.    Sewall  writes :  — 

Mr.  Wigglcsworth  j>rea(  lu  s  the  .\rtillery  sermon  from  Ephes.  6,  ii, 
Put  on  the  whole  .Armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  stand  against 
the  wiles  of  the  Devil.  In  the  .Applications,  said  'twas  necessary  we 
should  doe  so  by  reason  of  the  evil  of  the  Times  or  else  of  Popery,  or 
something  as  bad  as  Popery  should  come  to  be  set  up.  What  should 
we  doe?  Mentioned  Rev.  16,  15,  said  the  Garments  there  and 
Armour  in  the  Text  were  the  same.  About  Dinner  Time  the  duns 
were  fired  at  the  Castle  and  Battery  for  joy  that  the  Plot  was 
discovered.* 

That  Mr.  Wigglcsworth  in  t.iking  up  the  duties  of  a  pastor 
assumed  the  title  as  well  is  uncertain.  There  is  no  indication 
that  he  st)'!cd  himself  otherwise  than  Teacher;  and  he  is  so 
called  in  tiie  later  c-dilions  of  the  Day  of  Doom,  issued  during  his 
lifetime.  Hut  the  Mathers,  who,  surely,  fully  understood  the 
<lifurence  between  the  terms,  called  him  Pastor:  and  as  such 
he  appears  in  the  inventory  of  his  estate  and  upon  his  grave- 
stone. 

The  few  remaining  years  of  his  life  passed  quietly,  in  tlie 
gentle  ministrations  of  his  dual  utTice  of  pastor  and  physici  ui, 
and  were  free  from  the  anxieties  and  cares,  as  well  as  the 
extreme  bodily  weaknesses,  wliich  had  formerly  been  his  por- 
tion; but  although  he  was  in  a  measure  restored  to  iiealth,  he 

^  //.  .'    fV/.'.  xlv.  437.    The    of  which  had  recently  been  received, 

rejoicing  was  on  account  of  the  (lis-  Cf.  Macaulay,  Hist.  0/  England,  chap, 
■covery  cf  the  Popish  Plot,  the  new*  xxi. 

»9 
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never  became  entirely  well-  Some  time  about  169Z8  he  passed 
through  a  dangerous  sickness  —  perhaps  a  return  of  his  old 
malady.  Of  this  and  its  eflfect  upon  the  people  Cotton 
Mather  says,  addressing  "the  Church  and  Congregation  at 
Maldon":  — 

Your  Lovtt  show'd  it  self,  when  a  Dangerous  Fit  ut  Sickness  was 
upon  him.  You  came  together  with  Agony ;  you  Prayed^  and  Fasted 
and  Weft  before  the  Lord,  with  Public  Supplications  for  his  JJ/e, 
God  heard  you ;  God  Ix)ves  to  hear  such  Prayers,  God  Spared  him 
yet  unto  yon,  Another  Ltfe,  Fot  Seven  years  more,  you  had  liim. 
among  you."° 

Sewall  adds  his  testimony  to  the  health  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth, 
at  this  time. 

Feby  9t.  [169^].  I  rid  over  to  Charlestown  on  the  Ice,  then  over 

to  Stoweri's,**  go  to  Mr.  Wigglesworth :  The  snow  was  so  deep  that  I 
had  a  hard  Journey,  could  go  but  a  foot  pace  upon  Mystick  River,  the 
snow  was  so  deep.  Mr.  Wigglesworth  preach'd  Jan'  23.  from  those 
words,  who  can  stand  before  his  Cold  ?  Then  by  reason  of  his  own 
and  peoples  sidmess.  Three  Sabbaths  poss'd  witiiout  publick  worship. 
Feb.  so.  a  very  cold  day.  He  preached  from  those  words ;  He  sends- 
forth  hb  word  and  thaws  them ;  which  began  ai  and  especially  S3,and 
has  thaw*d  much  and  yet  moderately." 

It  was  doubtless  this  sickness  which  caused  the  town  to  vote,. 
March  31.  1698,  '*y*  y*  town  will  aford  m'  wigglesworth  sum 
help  4  or  5  sabath  days  in  y  work  of  y*  minestry."  Perhaps  be 
never  recovered  from  this  illness;  for  he  was  no  longer  young,, 
and  years  of  sickness  had  not  tended  to  strengthen  his  powers 
of  endurance.  He  speaks  of  himself  in  1704  as  one  "  with  a. 
weak  body  and  trembling  hands.*'* 

Cotton  Mather  says  of  him :  ~ 


Mather.  .4  Faithful  Man,  25. 
^1  The  "  house  of  entertaioment " 
kept  by  Richard  Stowers  and  his  wile 
Joanna  was  next  to  Penny  Ferry  on 
Mystic  Sid>  Both  host  and  hostess 
were  dead  at  the  time  of  Sewall's  visit ; 
but  the  house  may  stitl  have  been  kept 
open  by  their  heirs.  It  finally  came  into 
the  possession  of  John  Sprague,  who 
married  ^Izabetli  Stowwi.  Tlieaiidcnt 
tumae,  which  stood  until  1894  at  Ac 


southerly  junction  of  Droadway  andBow 
Street  in  Everett,  and  was  known  as 
the  Flagg  houaej  may  have  been  that 
which  was  visited  by  i^ewall.  It  was  cer- 
t.iiiily  oi\  or  near  the  site  of  the  Stowtrs 
houiie  and  it  was  in  the  possession  of 
descendants  of  John  Sprague  within  this, 
century. 

«a  Mast,  Hia.  Cotl^  xlv.  471. 

«  Ibid.,  uxvili.  647. 
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It  was  a  surprize  unto  ua  to  uce  a  Little  Feeble  Shadow  0/  a  Man^ 
beyond  Seventy^  Pnachiiig  usually  Twice  or  Tbtice  in  a  Week;  Visiting 
and  Comforting  the  Afiictetii  Encouraging  the  FrivaU  Meetings; 
Catechizing  the  Children  of  the  Flock  ;  and  managing  the  Government 

of  the  Church  ;  and  atiending  the  Siik,  not  only  as  a  P,t<for,  but  as  a 
Physician  too;  and  this  not  only  in  his  own  Town,  but  abo  m  ail  those 
of  the  Vicinity.  'J'hus  lie  did,  unio  the  hist;  and  was  but  one  Lords- 
Day  taken  ofT,  before  his  Last.^ 

Of  his  character  his  descendant  and  biographer  writes:  ^ 

He  was  neither  a  cynic  nor  a  misanthrope,  though  sickness,  which 

nourislu  s  and  brings  to  light  such  dispositiCKtt  where  they  exist,  had 
long  been  his  companion.  His  attenuated  frame  and  feeble  heiilth  were 
joined  to  genial  inanm  is  ;  ami,  though  subject  to  fits  of  des^Mndency, 
he  seems  generally  to  have  m.untaui»jd  a  cheerful  temper." 

Of  his  characteristics  as  a  poet  I  have  already  spoken.  As  a 
preacher,  his  sermons  were  marked  by  a  modest  though  ener- 
getic clearness  of  thought,  which,  joined  to  the  natural  polish 
and  grace  of  his  manners,  made  him  when  he  came  to  be  known 
without  the  influence  of  prejudice  and  the  memory  of  past 
troubles  to  be  respected  and  beloved  by  his  people.  His 
memory  long  remained  fragrant  in  tlic  church  and  town  and 
outlived  the  generation  of  those  who  had  known  him.®^ 

**  I  r  iin  a  pa^s-agc  in  Sevvall's  Diary,  deprecated  hypociisy.    Sewall  was  not 

J/;.r.  ///  ,'.  Coll.,  xlvi.  37,  it  is  inferred  a  great  friend  of  the  M.ithers.  l^ier 

that  Mr.  Wigglesworth.  contrary  to  the  in  life,  when  he  hid  lo>t  hi?  hair  by  sitk- 

prevaiiing  fashion  of  men  at  that  time,  ness,  he  wore  a  piain  blaek  cap  as  hi:i 

wore  his  own  hair,  aiul,  like  the  elder  protect  against  the  vain  periwigs  which 

Cheever,   He  abominated  Perriwigs."  had  so  troubled  him. 

The  wearing  of  wigs  was  a  fruitful       •»  Mather,  A  Faithful  Man,  a6. 
source  of  trouble  to  the  simple-minded  Dean.  lV/x:i,'len<vr//i.  ()-io. 

Chief  Justice.   In  another  place  he  re-       «  Within  the  memory  of  the  living 

lates  how  Mr.  Wadsworih  appealed  in  his  name  has  been  a  sacred  one  to  many 

one  of  tho  a!i  iniiii  iii.in-,  and  he  adds:  families.    The  lale  Kev.  .Samuel  .Sewall 

"Mr.  Cblcvcr  is  griev  d  at  it."    .Sewall  says :  —  "  According  to  a  current  tradi- 

was  not  alone  in  his  opposition  to  the  titm  in  Maiden,  the  venerable  Deacon 

new   fashion ;   for.  while   many  other  [fohn]  Ramsdell.  who  died  there  about 

worthies  discountenanced  it  by  their  1S35  [February  7,  1825,  ae.  85.],  at  a 

example,  Mr.  Higginson  wrote  an  essay  very  advanced  aire  and  had  doubtless 

against  it,  which  Sewali  wished  to  have  h.  n.!  in  his  ynuih  from  his  parents  or 

printed,  and  Mr.  Symmes  strove  against  ollieis  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  'xo»,t  /<•- 

it,  although  he  w.xs  "repulsed."     The  /.^„/.'  was  accU!«tomed  as   h.ng  as  he 

sorrow  and  surprise  of  the  diarist  were  lived,  to  make  an  annual  visit  to  the 

great  when  in  a  Thursday  lecture  Cot-  Grave  Vard  in  which  the  mortal  retuaias 

ton  Mather  vindicated  the  custom  and  of  that  good  man  were  deposited,  and 
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At  length,  after  a  life  of  more  than  usual  bodily  trials  and 
worldly  crosses*  while  enjoying  the  full  fruitage  of  a  mind 


Pcfcribed  and  Rewarded. 


I  ... 

■Observable  6c  Serviceabl 

H  Pailagcs  in  the 

■LIFE  and  DEAT 

Lace  Paftor  of  MALDON; 
ho  Rcfted  from  his  Libours,  on  the] 
Lords-Day,  June  loth.  i  7  o      In  the 
Seventy  Fourth  year  Qi  his  Age. 
AND 

MEMORIALS  of  PIETV, 
Left  behind  him  among  his  Written 
EXPERIENCES. 


With  a  jruneral''&etrmOtl  Preached 

(  for  him  )  nr  MzUsn  ;  June  24.  170^. 

By  Cotton  S^atfter. 


Fa^tttum  I'chi!  Kfrmvnem  in  Omnt  f<,rma 
SAnSUaiii  Dei  $frvus  Exhihuit. 

Bern,  in  obir.  Humb. 


)50(l0n:  Printed  by  15,  dPmtl,  for 

Eltitt,    ac  his  Shop  under  chc  Wcft-| 
End  of  the  Town-Houfc»    r  7  o  f . 


carafaUy  it  ruh  of  tke  m«tt,  which  bad  no  D«acon  Ramsdell  was  then  left  to 

gathered,  in  each  int,  rval,  on  the  In-  keep  il  plain  and  legible.  Still 
scription,  which  luUl  ^^  l.crc  he  lay.    The        •       tweet  remembnnce  vl  tbeJuM 
moKS  which  h.id  .ollottud  thickly  upon         Sliall  (louroh,  wImb  he  di^pft  in  Aim.' 

it  in  1834.  bore  melancholy  witnessi  that  Am<ritan  QuariMy  KegitUr^  siv.  40a 
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tempered  and  chastened  by  bitter  experiences,  subdued  and 
rendered  f,'cnlle  and  cheerful  by  Christian  sj-mpath)-  and  di- 
vine trust,  in  the  midst  of  a  people  who  had  outgrown  opposi- 
tion and  indifference  and  had  learned  to  love  him  as  "a  dear 
friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  and  a  strong  helper,"  the  end  canie.*® 
He  lived,  as  he  had  hoped,  to  serve  God  to  llie  last,  having 
preached  on  the  Sunday  before  he  was  attackeil  by  fever.  He 
lingered  about  ten  da)  s  and  Finnished  his  Work  and  EntrC^ 
apon  an  I-^ternal  Sabbath  of  Rest  on  Lords  Day  lunc  10 
170^  in  y'^  74  Year  of  his  Age."^  While  dying  he  said  to  one 
wliu  spoke  to  him :  —  "For  more  than  Fifty  years  together,  1 
have  been  Labouring  to  uphold  a  Life  of  Communion  with 
God;  and  I  thank  the  Lord,  I  now  find  the  Comfort  of  it." 

Among  his  manuscripts  was  found  this  verse  which  to  him 
who  reads  it  aright  is  as  a  cloud  of  gloomy  thoughts,  born  of 
bitter  experiences,  illumined  by  the  almost  heavenly  grace  and 
faith  of  the  dying  teacher:  — 

Welcome,  Swtct  Rks  1,  by  nie  so  lung  Desired, 
Who  have  with  Sinsatid  Griefs,  so  long  been  tired. 
And  Welcome,  Death,  my  Faihecs  Messenger; 
Of  my  Felicity  the  Hastener. 
Welcome,  Good  Angkls,  who,  for  me  Distrest, 
Are  come  to  Guard  me  to  £tenul  Rest. 
Welcome,  O  Christ*  wbo  hast  my  Soul  Redeemed; 
Wbose  Favour  1  bave  more  than  Life  Esteemed.^ 


•*  .'/"rr.  S.-f.rr.nn't  a  AW'//,  Dulcem 
Amicum,  Fi  udcuutu  CotisiiiariittH,  Fur- 
tern  AuxiiiariuM.  Hern,  de  HumbertO. 
Mather,  A  I'Mthful  Man,  27. 

•  Gravestone  at  Sandy  Bank  (Bell 
Rock).  Scwall  thus  notice-.  hi>  1.  .iih  :  — 
"  Lord's  Day,  June  to,  1705.  The 
Iicanied  and  pious  Mr.  Michael  Wig- 
gicsworth  dic<l  at  Maiden  about  9.  m. 
Had  been  skk  about  10.  days  of  a  Fe- 
ver; 73  years  and  8  monetM  old.  lie 
Was  the  Author  of  the  Poem  entituled 
I'he  Day  of  Doom,  which  has  been  so 
often  prttttedt  and  was  very  useful  as  a 

rhystci  in  "  Af.iss.  I/isl.  f  .  xlvi.  Ijj. 
At  the  following  Commencement,  Ed- 
ward Holyoke.  afterwards  President  of 
the  Ci>Il(  ,  '•  !»c2an  that  part  of  liis  ora- 
tion relating  to  Mr.  Wigglesworth  with. 


Matdonatus  Orlhodoxif*,"  a  double  allu- 
sion to  his  dwelliiig-piuce  and  the  pious 
and  learned  Jesuit  Johannes  Maldona- 
tus.  Cf.  Pierce,  ////A  0/  ILirvani  Uni- 
rfrsity;  351 ;  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  xlvi.  134; 
Dt.iti,  IVis^f^lem'orth,  115. 

Edward  Wigglesworth  wrote  in  the 
commonplace  book  of  hb  father:  "It 

f'Uased  y'  Almighty  disposer  of  alt 
things,  in  his  wise  providence  to  exercise 
me  with  such  an  afflicting  dispensation 
y'^of,  as  y=  bereaving  me  of  him  who 
should  have  been  y«  Guide  of  my  Vouth 
by  causing  my  Father  to  rest  from  his 

labours  on  y'  Ixird-;  ('iv,  func  y  1:''^ 
1705,  In  y  Seventy  fourth  year  of  his 
Age." 

Mather.  //  Failk/ki  Afiim,  fj. 
"  lbid.,4S- 
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On  Sunday,  June  24,  1705,  in  the  little  meeting  house  by  the 
side  of  Bell  Rock,  Cotton  Mather  preached  a  sermon  on  "  a 
faithful  man,"  in  memory  of  *' that  Faithful  and  Aged  Servant  of 
God,""^  who  a  little  earlier  had  been  laid  to  rest  in  the  burying 
ground  at  Sandy  Bank,  near  by,  in  the  midst  of  the  dead,  who 
when  living  had  been  the  cause  of  both  joy  and  sorrow  in  his 
heart.'' 

The  preacher  "  remembered  "  him  afterwards  in  an  epitaph, 
which  he  appended  to  the  funeral  sermon. 

I  lis  Pen  did  once  Meat  from  the  Eater  fetch  ; 
And  now  he's  gone  bcyimd  the  Eaters  reach. 
His  Body,  once  so  Thtn,  was  next  to  None  ; 
From  Thence,  he's  to  Unboiiied  Spirits  flown. 
Once  his  rare  skill  did  all  Diseases  heal ; 
And  he  does  nothing  now  uneasy  feel. 
He  to  his  Paradise  is  Joyful  come ; 
And  waits  with  Joy  to  see  his  Day  0/ Doom. 

Full  of  quaint  and  characteristic  conceits  is  the  composure  of 
the  punning  pastor  of  the  Old  North  Church;  but  better  known 


This  sermon  was  preached  from 
the  following  text :  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of 
life.  /iev.  ii.  lo.  It  was  soon  after  printed. 
A  modernized  edition,  in  which  the  au- 
thorship was  carelessly  ascribed  to  In* 
crease  Mather,  was  issued  in  1849,  "at 
the  instance,  and  chicHy  at  the  expense  " 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Dolly  (HIanchard)  Up- 
h.am,  and  distributed  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Maiden.  "  in  hopes  of  their  shar- 
ing in  the  blessings  she  has  received 
from  its  perus.-il."  The  reprint  containn 
a  short  introduction  by  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander W.  McClure. 

'*  The  following  vote  was  passed  by 
the  town,  .March  8,  170S.  ;  "vottdf  M" 
Wigglesworth  shall  liaue  alowed  her  4 
shiling  p'  weeke  for  her  entertaining  y' 
ministars  sine  M'  Wi^ijlosworth  deces"': 
which  is  30  weeks,  rt'/ry'  M""  Wiggles- 
worth  shall  hatic  12.  10.0.  money  paid 
her  for  m'  Wigglcsworth  Labour  jn  y* 
ministrey  last  quarter  of  a  yecr  he 
lived." 

Mrs.  Wigglcsworth  remained  a  short 
time  in  Maiden,  and  then  removed  to 


Cambridge  among  her  relatives,  where 
Judge  Sewall  visited  her,  July  4,  1707, 
and  found  her  suffering  with  the  jaun- 
dice. .She  died,  August  6,  170S,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  Sewall  writes  ■ 
"Monday,  Aug!  9-  1708.  Went  to  the 
Funeral  of  Mrs.  Wigglcsworth.  Hearers 
of  Mrs  Wigglesworth.  The  President 
and  Mr.  Ilobart ;  Mr.  Thacher,  Mr.  Dan- 
forth  Dorch';  Mr.  Uraitle,  Mr  Walter. 
Only  Col.  Phillips  and  I  of  the  Council 
were  there:  Mr.  Speaker  was  there." 
Mitss.  Hist.  Coll.,  xlvi.  219.  Her  son, 
Edward  Wigglesworth,  writes  of  her 
as  "an  aflTcctionate,  charitable,  praying 
saint,  one  who  desired  the  good  of 
everybody,  and  likewise  to  be  herself 
ever  doing  in  good."  He  adds  that  she 
"  endured  many  sorrows  and  underwent 
great  afHictinns,  in  all  which  she  was  a 
mirrour  of  patience  and  constancy,  bear- 
ing all  with  true  Christian  fortitude,  till 
at  length  God  took  her  from  a  sinful 
and  weary  world  lo  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory."  MS.  of  K.  Wigglesworth, 
cited  by  Dean,  IVigglesworth ,  123. 


CHEEVER  AND  WIGGLESWORTH.  295 


and  more  often  quoted  is  the  tefse  and  homely  couplet  on  the 
oiossy  stone  at  the  dead  teacher's  head. 

Here  Lies  Interd  in  Silent  Grav* 
Below  Mauldens  Physician 

For  Soul  and  Body  Two. 
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PIONEERS,  SOLDIERS,  AND  WITCHCRAFT. 

HATEVER  the  superficial  observer  may  pretend  to  see 


YY  in  the  past  which  is  now  two  centuries  agone,  there 
was  very  little  of  romance  in  the  lives  of  the  foredwellers  of 
New  England.  The  land  which,  when  weary  leagues  away  be- 
yond the  sea,  seemed  to  flow  with  milk  and  honey  and  to  stand 
forth  a  later  Canaan  amid  the  virgin  forests  of  the  new  world, 
became  to  their  nearer  vision  a  reality  of  bleak  and  rocky  shores, 
a  stubborn  land  of  dark  woods  and  rocky  soil  wherein  Israel 
might  rest;  but  where  existence  was  to  be  had  at  the  price  of 
privations  not  unmixed  with  suffering,  and  where  a  livelihood 
was  only  to  be  gained  by  the  literal  sweat  of  the  brow. 

Out  of  such  surroundings  and  from  such  conditifms  arose  a 
generation  nnt  vinlikc  the  country  which  had  given  them  birth 
and  in  which  tiieir  early  youth  had  been  passed.  While  the 
first  generation  of  settlers,  English  born  and  bred  as  they  were, 
were  English  in  their  ways,  the  second  generation,  to  whom 
England  was  a  far-off  land  —  the  land  indeed  of  their  fathers  and 
mothers,  but  as  unreal  to  them  as  a  land  of  dreams,  were  a  step 
removed  from  English  manners  and  perhajis  from  English 
habits  of  thought.  There  was  then  a  beginning  of  tliose  charac- 
teristics of  bod\-  and  mind  which  had  widely  diverged  from  the 
English  standards  before  the  close  of  the  provincial  period,  and 
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which  at  the  present  day  distinguish  the  men  of  New  England 

from  their  insular  kinsmen. 

Much  though  there  may  have  been  of  spiritual  grace  in  these 
m.Mi  and  women  of  the  seventeenth  ccntur)-,  there  was  little  of 
that  outward  grace  which  tempers  the  manners  of  men  and 
beautifies,  if  it  docs  not  elevate,  the  lives  which  fall  within  the 
circle  of  its  inHuence.  Out  of  the  hard  and  simple  lives  which 
they  led  perforce  came  a  race  of  hard  and  simple  men  and 
women,  who  were  almost  without  a  sense  of  the  beautiful,  think- 
ing little  of  tho^e  arts  which  had  borne  a  rich  fruitage  in  the 
land  of  their  father^,  and  who  were  as  careless  of  the  beautiful  in 
n  ituro  as  in  art.  Hardly  within  the  pale  of  ci\'iHzation  could  a 
people  be  found,  even  in  the  seventeenth  centur\-,  so  destitute 
of  the  aesthetic  sense.  In  music,  their  knowledge  was  bounded 
by  the  few  tunes  wliich  they  painfull)'  sun;^  in  a  high  and  un- 
natural key  in  the  drear>'  meeting  houses,  which  matched  the 
tunes  they  sting.  Of  painting  and  sculpture  they  knew  com- 
paratively n(jthin):^;  and  poetry  of  a  range  above  the  Ba\  I'sahns 
or  the  Day  of  Uoum,  and  philosophy,  except  it  came  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  a  prescribed  theology,  were  forbidden  fruits. 

What  little  of  elegance  they  might  possc^s  was  not  of  that 
kind  which  elevates  and  refines,  but  rather  that  which  appealed 
to  the  lower  si-nses.  Sonielhing  of  affectation  in  tiress,  some 
little  approach  io  luxury  at  table  in  the  direction  of  richer  food 
or  costly  wines,  some  little  extravagances  in  house  or  lands 
there  were  now  and  then,  but  nothing  more.  Articles  of  silver 
there  were  here  and  there,  sometimes,  furniture  of  English  make 
and  su])erior  fashion;  hut  they  were  mostl}-  articles,  of  necessity 
or  things  which  the  lo\  c  of  father  or  mother  had  consecrated 
and  which  had  come  to  New  England  in  the  moving  of  the 
household  gods.  Otherwise,  the  furniture  and  service  of  the 
people  in  general  were  rude  and  unhandy,  save  where  pride  had 
{gathered  something  better  or  more  costly  for  ostentatious  pur* 
poses  alone. 

Nor  was  the  inner  life  of  the  people  of  a  more  pleasing  cast. 
Over  the  souls  of  men  there  seemed  to  rest  a  sombre  cloud, 
which  obscured  or  wholly  hid  what  might  have  been  open  and 
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bright.  As  were  the  actions  of  men,  so  were  their  thoughts. 
They  seemed  to  have  been  set  in  a  minor  key.  There  was  dark* 
ness  wherever  they  turned.  Man,  bom  in  pain,  passed  through 
a  life  of  trouble  and  died.  Even  the  hopes  or  certainties  of  a 
•blessed  immortality  were  transmuted  in  the  alembic  of  their 
:gloomy  nvM  l^  into  denunciations  of  wrath  to  the  children  of 
men;  and  the  brightest  hopes  and  the  deepest  consolations  that 
they  could  gather  from  the  grave  bore  fruit  in  lugubrious  wails 
^d  warnings,  which  at  a  later  day  looked  out  at  the  passer-by 
from  beneath  grinning  or  painful  cherubs  carved  in  all  the  rude- 
Jiess  of  the  gravestone  cutter's  art. 

jmi  that  |MMi  bj  this  place  may  think  on  nu^ 
For  as  you  are  so  once  you  dide  me  ?tce ; 
what  I  am  now  wUl  quickly  be  your  iluom ; 
Prepare  for  death  before  the  eununonds  come. 

While  such  was  the  prevaih'ng  condition  of  society,  if  tliat  can 
be  called  socicU-  wiiere  so  much  is  wanting,  tlicrc  was  yet  a 
lower  depth ;  and  where  the  influences  which  held  men  to  a 
strict  and  rigid  line  of  morality  were  relaxed  there  was  a  falling 
away,  at  times,  into  debasing  crimes,  some  of  which  are  rare  ur 
alto(7etlier  unkuowa  in  New  England  at  the  present  day.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten,  in  extenuation,  that  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury was  within  the  limits  of  the  great  age  of  brutality,  which 
outlasted  the  middle  ages  and  penetrated  even  into  the  j  e.us  cf 
our  later  civilization.  It  was  an  a<^'e  of  excess  in  all  thini^s,  cx  cn 
in  religion  ;  and  if  religion,  or  the  moral  j)<^\ver  which  it  exerts, 
were  wanting  and  men  indulged  their  more  earthy  passions,  they 
ran  to  vviki  extremes  and  horrid  depravities. 

Vet  tht  re  was  much  of  promise  in  the  ''trait  and  formal  habits 
of  lite  and  thouL;ht  of  the  fathers  of  New  l.u-iand.  l*n<lerlying 
all  was  a  sound  and  uncompromisinij  eiunity  to  injuhlire  and 
wrong,  and  an  unflinching  devotion  to  the  right,  as  thev  under- 
stood it;  and  more  than  all,  there  was  a  stunlx-  assertion  of  the 
independence  of  the  individual  and,  through  him,  of  the  masse<;. 
There  was  an  ever-present  democrac> ,  latent  sometimes  and 
sometimes  militant,  but  always  ready  to  sprini^  into  life  and 
action.   They  were  not  always  law-abiding;  but  it  was  a  wicked 
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or  an  unjust  law  which  they  resisted ;  and  their  resistance  was 
usually  fortified  by  good  and  sufficient  legal  principles.  These 
were  English  characteristics  —  or  rather,  Puritanic-English 
characterisfcicsi  tempered  and  changed  in  time  by  circumstances ; 
for  the  first  comers  possessed  them  at  the  beginning,  although 
diey  were  not  inclined  to  act  as  readily  and  freely  as  their  chil- 
dren of  the  next  and  succeeding  generations,  to  whom  was  given 
to  fill  the  measure  of  wrath  against  oppression.  Out  of  these 
qualities  came  aU  that  has  endured  of  the  old  Puritanic  fiabric 
which  the  fathers  reared;  and,  while  the  mistakes  and  weaknesses 
of  the  past  have  disappeared  one  by  one,  these  enduring  quali- 
ties have  remained  with  us  as  a  people  and  are  the  corner-stones 
of  a  great  nation. 

Of  similar  characteristics  were  the  settlers  and  early  inhabit- 
ants of  Maiden;  and  while  they  may  not  have  reached  the 
higher  limits  of  those  qualities,  they,  happily.  Hir!  not  descend 
to  the  lower  depths  of  ignorance  and  crime,  i  lic}'  '.-.  ere  the 
common  people  of  a  common  New  England  settlement  of  the 
lesser  kind  —  farmers,  woodsmen,  and  craftsmen,  who  cleared 
their  land<;  and  built  their  humble  homes,  jealously  guarding 
their  pri\  iletjes  as  well  against  ecclesiastical  as  .i^ainst  civil  en- 
croachments. I  have  already  repeated  some  part  of  the  story 
of  their  opposition  to  injustice  and  their  imkpcndc  nt  assertion 
and  defence  of  their  invaded  rights.  Otht  rwi-ic,  they  were  a 
simple  folk,  as  poor  in  worldly  goods  a-,  tlu  y  w  e  re  in  the  out- 
ward graces;  but  inwardly  as  rich  in  tlie  I'uritanic  qualities  of 
pluck  and  patience  as  they  were  outwardly  poor.  I  cannot  say 
for  them  that  they  were  of  the  better  class  of  settlers  in  the  ex- 
traneous matters  of  birth  and  rank.  There  i.^  only  a  faint  indi- 
cation tiiat  WillMni  Brackenbury  was  of  an  aristocratic  family; 
and  William  S  ir  i^ennt  was  a  son  of  a  mayor  of  an  English  city. 
Joseph  Hills  and  J<-hn  \\  a\  te  divided  with  them  the  education 
and  honors  of  the  community.^    Yet  what  were  rank  and  family, 

'  H.ippv  am  I  if  I  have  not  aroused  "Rlorify"  the  fathers   in    the  f  at-  ii 

the  ire  of  mr  felio«r  tovnsnMii  in  assert-  reason  and  reality.    The  founders  of 

img  the  hnmble  orie^n  of  oar  f'vreheara.  New  Eng:1and  were  humble  men,  me* 

If  I  haw  re.id  ariclit.  the  aim  <<i  many  ch^inics  and  farmer*  —  delvers   for  the 

-trriters  of  local  history  ha»  been  to  isost  pirt;  and  their  honors  were  noi 
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or  even  education,  except  so  far  as  it  strengthened  the  man  who 
owned  it,  in  the  woods  of  Mystic  Side?  There  were  fields  to 
clear,  houses,  roads,  and  mills  to  build,  and  above  all,  in  God's 
providence,  the  foundations  of  a  nation  to  lay  deep,  though  they 
in  their  weakness  knew  it  not,  happily  building  better  than  they 
knew. 

These  were  the  conditions  of  the  people  of  Maiden  during 
the  period  which  intervened  between  their  settlement  and  the 
war  of  the  Indian  Philip.  Their  work  was  that  of  subduing  the 
forests  and  wild  lands,  and  bringing  them  into  forms  fit  for  the 
uses  of  civilization.  Then  were  laid  out  farms,  whose  boundary 
lines  may  still  be  traced,  and  roads,  which  from  mere  winding 
paths  have  become  our  principal  streets. 

Although  the  bounds  of  Maiden  have  in  the  course  of  years 
become  circumscribed,  and  its  territory  divided,  it  has  room  for 
a  present  population  greater  than  the  men  of  1650  could  have 
ever  dreamed  would  occupy  their  lands;  yet  the  town  was  early 
found  too  strait  for  the  handful  of  settlers  who  occupied  it;  and 
in  1662  they  addressed  the  following  petition  to  the  General 
Court:  — 

MnMens  Petition  for  Pcffyrooke. 
To  the  honoured  Court  notv  Assembled  at  Boston  the  7'*  of  th  4  ''  I^m 
i66i: 

^  petition  0f  the  inhoHtants  of  MaUon  kumkfy  Skewing. 

That  the  Bounds  of  our  Town  are  Exceeding  streight ;  the  niost  of  our 

Jmprout'd  l.inds  &  Meadow  being  limited  About  two  Miles  in  length 

and  one  in  Brea<it!i  :  And  that  Allso  the  most  pirt  of  :t  by  purchase 

from  Charlbt°.  wherot  wee  were  A  small  Branch ;  from  whom  Aiiso  wee 

had  all  the  Com"H}ns  wee  haue ;  which  is  verie  small  &  Rockie. 

That  hitherto,  we  haue  had  no  Jnlaigement  from  the  Countrie;  nor 

can  wee  haue  Any  neere  Adioyning,  being  Surrounded  by  sundry 

Townshipps. 

That  our  Charges  to  the  Countrie  &  Ministry  much  F,x«  ccdeth  stmdry 
others,  who  haue  many  times  our  Accorn'  odatious  Ami  as  many  here 


such  as  spring  from  titles  and  rank 
If,  here  and  there,  one  exceeded  the 
other*  in  attunments  and  birth,  it  was 
an  cxrcp'inn  to  the  ;:e:iernl  rule.  Nor 
were  they  always  thv  hciots  and  saints 
which  amateur  writers  affect  to  believe. 
Their  weaknenes  and  faalu  were  those 


of  luiiTianity,  intensified  perhaps  by  the 
conditions  in  which  they  were  placed; 
and  their  virtues  were  tempeted  by  them. 
Ixjcal  historians  have  f.ilsiticd  and  ob- 
scured the  truth,  thereby  giatifying  a 
fabe  pride.  They  have  (heir  reward. 
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will  be  pleased  to  confirme  their  grant,  &  that  this  reiume  may  be 
recorded.  Tho:  Noyes,  Surveyor^ 

This  tract  as  tlien  located  was  in  the  northern  part  of  that 
portion  of  Worcester  which  afterwards  became  the  town  of 
Holden,  where  a  committee  of  the  General  Court  found  the 
ancient  bound  marks  in  1742.'  But  in  the  year  1701,  the  town 
having  chosen  Thomas  Newhali,  John  Dexter,  and  John  Lynde, 
Jr.  "to  go  to  woster  &  run  y«  bounds  of  maiden  farm,"  they  j 
found  land  "  which  bare  some  resemblance  of  Maiden  grant." 
This  tract,  of  which  nine  hundred  acres  were  in  the  nc^thern 
part  of  the  present  town  of  Shrewsbury  and  one  hundred  iicrcs 
in  that  portion  of  Worcester  which  was  afterwards  Holdcn  and  ' 
West  Boylston,  was  surveyed  and  "  bounded  out  as  belonging 
to  Maiden,"  and  was  accepted  as  such  by  the  General  Court. 
It  was  reserved  to  Maiden  in  the  f,'rant  which  was  made  in  171 7 
to  the  proprietors  of  Shrewsbury.**  This  error  of  location 
caused  considerable  trouble  in  the  course  of  time,  and  resulted 
in  several  law  suits  and  much  protracteil  business  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Court ;  but  Maiden  was  finally  conhrmed  in  its  title 
to  the  Shrewsbury  land. 

Althoucjh  this  grant  was  made  "  to  the  vsc  &  benefit  of  the 
niinistr\%"  the  town  endeavored  to  divert  it  from  its  original 
purpose,  but  failed  to  obtain  tho  consent  of  the  Court. 

[May  27,  1668]  InansFtothe  petition  of  Jn'Vphani,W""  Bracken- 
burv,  Jii"  Wayte.  Jii  Sprague,  in  behalf  of  y*  toune  of  Mutldcn,  the 
Court  sees  nu  reason  to  grant  their  request,  but  judge  that  the  land 
meniiuned  in  the  petition  shall  remayne  for  the  vse  of  the  ministry 
w^out  alteration,  vnless  they  shall  present  that  to  the  Court  w**  they 
may  judge  better.* 

Under  thi'?  order  the  land  remained  for  the  use  of  the 
ministry  until  it  was  sold  bv  the  First,  or  North  Parish,  in  1754.  * 
It  was  the  fruitful  source  of  troubles  and  lawsuits  for  many 
years,  not  only  with  encroaching  settlers  and  the  towns  in  which 
it  was  located,  but  also  between  the  precincts  into  which 
Maiden  was  afterwards  divided.    It  may  be  questioned  whether 

Mass.  Colony  Records,  5v.  u).  14S.  *  Tliid..  xvii.  f  ;K  59- 

^  Getural  Court  Records,  xvii.  (3),  593.        ^  Mass.  Colony  Records,  iv.  (2),  377. 
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the  scanty  income  which  the  ministry  received  was  worth  the 
years  ul  liiii^aiion  and  anxiety  whicli  it  cost  the  officers  and 
voters  of  the  simple  little  town. 

If  the  people  of  Maiden  barely  located  their  grant  within  the 
time  all  owed,  they  were  still  more  dilatory  ia  improving  it  "for 
the  ends  proposed,"  although  the  order  required  that  it  sliould 
be  "  put  on  impVem*  within  3  :  years."  A  committee  of  the 
Court  complained,  in  1669,  that  "it  is  now  aboue  sixe  yeares 
since,  &  no  improovcment  made,"  and  that  "  if  it  be  continued 
%L  confirmed  in  this  place  it  will  vtterly  hinder  the  selling  a 
plantation,"  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  established  at  that 
place.  "  This  farme/'  say  they,  "  conteines  a  chojce  tract  of 
land  in  the  center  of  this  village,  &  swallowes  vp  about  one 
hundred  acres "  of  the  scant  three  hundred  acres  of  meadow 
which  the  place  affords ;  and  they  hoped  that  if  this  and  other 
obstructions  should  be  removed  "  it  will  not  be  long  before  this 
place  be  setled  in  a  good  way,  for  the  honour  of  God  &  the 
publick  good."  ^  The  Court,  however,  excepted  the  "  Maulden 
farme,*'  and  a  smaller  grant  near  by,  from  the  lands  which  were 
"reserved  for  publicke  vse;"  and  allotments  were  soon  after 
made  there  to  persons  contemplating  actual  settlement 

This  "  new  plantation  "  at  Quansigamug,  which  was  the  first 
attempt  to  settle  the  town  of  Worcester,  is  described  as  being 
"vpon  the  roade  to  Sprinkfeild  about  12  miles  westward  from 
Marlborough."  A  petition,  dated  May  27,  1674.  contains  the 
names  of  twenty-nine  persons  to  whom  lots  had  then  been 
granted  and  laid  out  Of  these  the  following  are  the  names  of 
Maiden  or  Mystic  Side  men,  who  may  have  been  led  thither  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  Maiden  grant :  

Philip  Atwood,  Thomas  Pratt. 

Lazarus  Grover,  John  Provender. 

Simon  Grover,  Thomas  Skinner. 

Stephen  Grover,  John  Starkey. 

Thomas  Grover,  Ilcnry  Swillaway, 

Samuel  T.ce,  Phincn^  U[)ham, 

Simon  Mcylin,  Daniel  Whittemore, 

Pelatiah  Whittemore." 

Mass.  CifloriY  Records,  iv.  (2),  436.  M  Mass.  Arthh^s,  cxil  237. 
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Besides  these,  Joel  Jenkins,  Tryal  Newberry,  John  Paul,  John 
Shaw,  and  Benjamin  Webb  were  in  the  c-.irl\-  part  of  the  follow- 
ing year  owners  of  tyrants  which  had  been  confirmed  and 
registered.  Joel  Jenkins  had  a  lot  of  one  hundred  acres; 
others  had  lots  of  t\yciity-tive  or  fifty  acres.  Pliilip  Atwood, 
Thomas  Grover,  Simon  Meylin,  John  Provender,  and  Phincas 
Upham  were  actual  settlers  in  the  month  of  April,  1675,  when 
the  work  was  commenced  with  vigor  and  several  houses  were 
built.'"  That  they  contemplated  a  permanent  settlement  is 
evident,  and  other  Maiden  proprietors  would  probably  have 
toilowcd  them,  but  the  enterprise  was  of  a  short  duration.  On 
the  fourteenth  of  July  f.illou in^^.  Matoonas,  the  Nipmuck  chief 
who  was  afterwards  executed  on  Boston  Common  for  his  ex- 
ploits, attacked  the  little  settlement  at  Mendun  in  .sn])[)osed 
revenge  for  the  death  of  his  5on,  who  had  been  hanged  for  the 
murder  of  a  man  in  Uedham  in  1671.*' 

In  the  alarm  which  followed,  induced  by  the  insecurity  which 
prevailed  amon;^  the  frontier  towns,  the  jjioneers  withdrew  into 
the  security  of  the  older  towns,  or  took  the  fiekl  acjainst  the 
enemy.  The  deserted  houses  at  Quansigamug  were  burned  by 
the  Indians,  Ueceniber  2,  1675,",  and  the  land  was  not  again 
occupied  until  1684.  A  meeting  of  a  committee  of  the  General 
Court  antl  those  who  were  interested  in  the  plantation  was  held 
at  Cambridge,  March  3,  i')/"^  1.  at  which  Philip  Atwood,  Thomas 
Grover,  Joel  Jenkins,  Siinon  Meylin,  John  Paul,  Thomas 
Skinner,  John  Upham,  and  Benjamin  Webb  were  present  as 
proprietor.s;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  took  personal 
parts  in  the  resettU-ment.'' 

In  the  meantinK',  although,  perhaps,  impeded  a  little  by  the 
local  causes  of  strife  and  the  troubles  of  the  chttFCh  and  Mr. 
Wigglesworth,  — impeded  somewhat,  perhaps,  by  sickness  and 
privations,  by  lack  of  labor  and  tools,  the  building  of  the  little 
town  above  Mystic  Side  went  on.  Forests  were  felled  and 
fertile  fields  were  opened  to  the  sun,  and  a  school  was  cstab- 

»  Cf.  Lincoln,  mtfory  of  Wmnter,       »  Ibid, 
i8-ro  *•  Lincoln,  Mi$t«ry  »f  fVtrettUr,  33. 

i»  Mather,  Brit/  Hi*t0fy  of  iht  War,  5.  43- 
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lished.  By-laws  and  regulations  were  made  for  the  c^encral 
good,  as  simple  as  the  manners  of  the  people,  sotnetinies  as. 
ludicrous  as  their  makers  were  uncouth.  \'et  while  we  smile  at 
their  simph'city,  we  may  remember  that  in  those  rules  and  in 
those  manners  were  hid  the  Ljerms,  at  least,  of  uu^iilmcss  and 
independence  which  burst  forth  after  nian}'}'ears  into  a  ripening 
harvest;  and  that  the  prosperity  of  the  present  was  born  out  of 
the  rudeness  of  that  age,  and  the  apparent  sterility  of  that 
unpromising  soil. 

In  the  midst  of  their  labor  and  already  heavy  butxlens,  other 
troubles  and  heavier  trials  seemed  about  to  burst  upon  them  — 
did  burst  at  last  in  blood  and  a  great  cost  out  of  the  little 
worldly  treasure  which  they  and  their  fellows  in  the  Colony 
possessed.  Rumors  of  fast  conriers  flitting  from  tribe  to  tribe» 
of  secret  meetings  in  remote  and  lonely  fastnesses  of  nature*  ol 
combinations  and  threatened  uprisings,  were  frequent.  How^ 
ever  much  they  may  have  despised  the  Indian,  they  now  began 
to  fear  him,  and  portents  were  not  wanting  to  add  to  the  general 
alarm.  The  disquietude  and  fears  which  as  mental  spectres 
had  oppressed  their  thoughts  stalked  forth  as  visible  spectres 
upon  the  earth  and  in  the  air.  Increase  Mather  tells  the 
stoty. 

Anno  i66j.  There  were  fears  on  the  spirits  of  many  of  the  English. 
concerning  rhihp  and  his  Indians^  and  that  year,  Novemb.  30,  about 
9,  or  10  M  k»  M.  being  a  veiy  clear,  still  Sun-shine  morning,  there- 
were  diverse  Persons  in  McUdon,  who  heard  in  the  air  on  the  Southeast 

of  them,  a  great  Gun  go  off,  and  as  soon  as  that  was  past,  they  heard 
the  re  port  of  small  Guns  like  musket  shott,  discharging  very  thick,  as  if 
it  had  been  at  a  general  Fraining;  but  that  which  did  most  of  all 
amaze  them,  was  the  flying  of  the  Bullets  which  came  singing  over  their 
heads,  and  seemed  to  he  very  near  them,  after  this  they  heard  drama 
passing  by  them  and  going  Westward.  The  same  day,  at  S^i/ua/t,  (and 
in  other  ]il.irc?)  in  PHmotith  Colony,  they  heard  as  it  were  the  running 
of  troops  of  horses.  I  would  not  h:ive  mentioned  this  relation,  had  I 
not  received  it  from  serious,  faithful!,  and  Judicious  hands,  even  o£ 
those       were  ear  witnesses  of  these  things.** 

M  >fathcr,  firief  History  of  the  War,  Niles,  His^ry»f  the  Indian  and  Fmtek 
34.  This  prodigy  is  also  mentioiMd  by    ff^/,  in  M<U3.  Hut.  C«//.>xxvt.  tjj. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SOLDIERS, 


307 


"  Now,  Reader,"  adds  his  wonder-loving  son,  "  prei)are  for  the 
Event  of  these  Prodigies,  l>ut  count  nic  not  struck  with  a  Livian 
Superstition  in  Reporting  Prodigies^  for  which  I  have  such  In- 
contestiblc  Assurance."" 

At  this  juncture  the  military  power  of  the  Colony,  which  had 
not  seen  ser\'ice  since  the  Pequot  war  in  1637,  began  to  receive 
more  earnest  attention.  Privileges  were  granted  to  trooi)ers, 
laws  were  recast  or  more  urgently  enforced  to  accustom 
the  arms-bearing  citizens  to  military  duty,  and  regulations 
were  made  to  perfect  their  organization  and  increase  their 
etTicienc)-. 

In  common  wiili  I'ae  other  towns,  as  required  b\'  law.  Maiden 
had  early  attended  to  its  mihtary  duties.  Edward  Jolinson  in- 
forms us  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  that  "  the 
Band  of  Maiden,  being  as  yet  a  young  Town,  who  have  not 
chosen  their  Officers,  are  led  by  Mv.  Joseph  ffiU"^*  Mr.  Hills 
continue!  to  lead  this  company  until  his  removal  to  Newbury  in 
1665.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1655  the  place  of  muster 
was  at  Ipswich  and  Mr.  Wigglesworth  took  advantage  of  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Hills  at  that  place  to  settle  some  of  the  dis- 
quiet which  he  felt  in  relation  to  his  settlement  at  Maiden. 
Joseph  Hills  was  seldom  called  Captain,  the  military  title  being 
overshadowed  by  the  more  honorable  affix  of  Mr.^* 

No  mention  is  made  of  the  inferior  officers  until  October  7, 
165 1,  when  "John  Waite  is  chosen  and  allowed  ensign  by  this 
Court  for  the  company  at  Maldon.*'^  The  name  of  the  second 
officer  at  this  time  has  not  been  found ;  but  at  a  County  Court, 
April  4, 1654,  *'  John  Waite  being  Chosen  by  the  Jnhabitants  of 
Mauldon,  the  I^eiftennant  of  their  Military  Company  is  alowed 
by  this  Court,  and  John  Sprague  in  Like  man'  for  their  En- 

"  Mather,  .l/<j^«<7/<<i,B.7,ch.6,«ect.  5.  Julias  Flaitow  in  mji  is  eviilcnte  of  iliC 

1*  IVondtr-worktHf  Prwidencc.  i^.  importance  uhn  li  was  attached  to  it: 

"  The  title  of  Mr.  was  ap|>lied  to  "It  is  *»r,/, 'v/,  that  Josias  Plastow  shall 

clergymen,  college  graduates,  and   to  (for  steaking  4  basketts  of  come  from 

those  who  by  their  po«iitioi)  merited  m  the  Indians)  rcturnc  them  8  basketts 

special  distinction ;  and  the  exactness  «§une«  be  ffined  v\  &  hereafter  to  be 

with  which  it  was  used  is  in  strong  con-  called  by  the  name  of  Josias,  St  not  M% 

trast  with  the  present  use  of  the  much  as  form'l)*  hee  vsed  to  he***  Afeus. 

abased  titles  of  Honorable  and  Esquire,  my  Retords^  i.  92. 
Tile  somewhat  whimsicat  punishment  of      *  MUttteatx  Cntrt  ittvtrdt,  i  21. 
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signc."  ^*  Sergeant  Thomas  Lynde  is  mentioned  in  iO;8,  and 
William  Brackenbury  was  clerk  of  the  company  in  1665.  In 
the  fall  of  the  latter  year,  Joseph  Hills  having;  removed  from  the 
town,  John  Wayte  and  John  Sprague  were  advanced  by  election 
to  the  ofhces  of  captain  and  lieutenant.^  Ensign  Thomas 
Lynde  was  an  officer  of  the  compan)-  in  1675  ;  and  the  names 
of  Corporal  John  Green  and  Sergeant  Samuel  Haward  appear 
in  1678. 

Tile  Middlesex  Regiment,  consisting  of  sixteen  companies, 
had  been  under  the  conimaiul  of  .Major  Daniel  Gookin  of  Cam- 
bridge, who  was  commissioned  Ma\'  5,  1676;  but  in  16S0  it  was 
divided,  and  Maiden  with  tlie  neighboring  towns  foriiied  the 
First  Regiment  under  Major  Gookin,  while  the  western  towns  of 
the  county  were  transferred  to  a  new  regiment  under  Major 
Peter  Bulktey  of  Concord.  In  the  latter  year  we  hear  of  Ser- 
geant Thomas  Skinner  in  the  Maiden  company,  and  of  Sergeant 
Samuel  Sprague  in  1684.  John  Wayte  and  John  Sprague  were 
continaed  in  their  commissions  from  their  election  in  1665, 
through  Philip's  war  and  until  1C85,  when  Captain  Wa}'te  was 
dismissed  by  the  General  Court  in  answer  to  the  following 
petition. 

To  y  Honoured  Getierai  Court  now  sitting  at  Boston  this  j^"*  Mnn  h 
instant, 

Tht  Petition  of  John.  IVayt,  senior  of  Maldin  kumbfy  shewefh. 

That  whereas  J  have  been  putt  into  y'  place  of  a  Captain  by  Com- 
mi<;sion  from  the  honoured  CriH  ral  Court  for  m.my  years  past  ;  but 
licing  now  by  the  holy  providence  of  All-wise  God  deprived  of  my 
iiight,  whereby  I  am  incapacitated  for  any  farther  attending  that  service, 
my  humble  request  to  this  Honoured  Court  is  that  they  would  be 
pleased  to  dismiss  me  therefrom,  &  your  petitioner  shall  continue  to 
pray  for  y*  guidance  &  blessing  of  God  upon  you  in  all  your  concerns. 


The  Deputys  Judge  roeete  to  graunt  this  petition,  y*  honC^  raagists 
hereto  consenting. 


J"  W  an-if 


Consented  to  by  y*  magists. 
21  March  8j/^ 


WiLLUM  TORREV  C7mV 
March :  t9■^  168^/^ 


Edward  Rawson  Sec  re  ^ 


Afii/iftfSfx  Court  Records,  i.  53. 
AliddUux  Court  J-iUj,  in  loc». 


**  M^t,  Arekhut,  Ux.  131. 
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Captain  Was^e  had  been  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies 
in  the  preceding  year.  Soon  after  Ensign  Thomas  Lynde, 
another  old  officer  of  the  Maiden  company,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing petition. 

Th  tht  Honored  geiterali  Court:  now  siHmg  in  Boston  ThepeHsion 

of  Thomas  Lynde  of  maiden  Humbly  ^owetk  :  whereas  you  haue  bin 
pleased  to  Commission  your  Suplynnt  to  ofise  of  An  Ensigne  in  y' 
foot  Comp':  millitary  of  maiden  An  through  tlic  Jnfirmytyes  of  age  J 
find  juy  Sclfe  altogether  in  capasytated  to  doe  you  any  further  Servis  in 
Said  ofise  J  beg  therefore  your  dismission  from  y*  servis:  and  shaU 
pray  for  yo'  prosperyty  and  Remauie  you'  Humble  Serv*. 
May  6***,  1685  :  Thomas  Lynde.** 

At  the  General  Court  in  June  the  following  order  was 

pa,sscd :  — 

In  ans'  to  the  foot  company  of  Mnuldens  petition,  the  Court  doe 
hereby  appoint  I.cift  jn"  bprague  to  be  captaine,  &  grants  liberty  to 
Saij*  Sunuel  Sprague  to  officiate  as  leiften"!^  &  Joseph  Wilson  to  offi- 
ciat  as  ensigne  vnder  him,  sajd  cap^,  in  order  to  their  establishment  & 
being  com^issboed." 

These  officers  appear  to  have  been  commissioned  in  that  or 
tiie  succeeding  year ;  but  their  commissions  were  voided  by  the 
administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros.  After  the  revolution  of 
1689  the  company  was  reorganiaed.  There  appears  to  have 
been  some  dissatisfaction  with  Lieutenant  Samuel  Sprague. 
With  the  following  paper  we  may  leave,  for  the  present,  the 
"  Maiden  Band,"  which  had  now  become  permanently  estab- 
lished. 

To  The  Hon  "' Gen' ail  Court  Ninv  assembled  at  Boston  in  The  Col- 
loHv  off  the  Massetehuseiit  Jn  New-England, 

These  are  to  Certifie  That  at  a  meeting  of  the  Millitary  company  Jn 
Maldon  on  the  first  Day  of  y*  Jnstant  July:  Being  legally  \\'arned 
Therc\'nto.  The  Company  Then,  &  There  agreeing  To  chocee  Tbeire 
MiUiury  ofl&cers.  — 

John  Sprague  Sen"^  was  chosen  Cap' : 
Joseph  Wilson  Sen.'  was  chosen  Leuit^ : 
Phinehas  Sprague  Senf  was  chosen  Ensigf : 

Mass.  Archives,  \xx,  133.  Mass.  Colany  Rtcords,  v.  483;  also 

Mtus,  Areknet^  lax.  13161. 
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Whum  Wee  Humbl/  p'sent  To  this  Uon'ed  Count  for  their  Accept- 
ance— 

Attest  Benjauik  Webb  Ckark 

That  all  officers  Comissionated  in  the  town  of  nialdin  in  may  1686 
stand  in  Commission  except  they  se  cause  to  laydowii,  or  Just  Excep- 
tion be  brought  in  against  them. 
Ftet  by  the  Representatives  in  the  affinnative. 
July  6 :  X689  Attests  Ebehbzer  Prout  Oerk 

Consented  to  by  y*  GovemoF  and  Coundll 

JS*  AODINGTON  Se^, 

Understanding  the  L*  Comissionated  in  16S6 :  having  layd  doira  bis 
place  the  Representatives  do  allow  of  the  above  nomination  of  L* :  & 
ensign :  in  there  Respective  offices  and  Cap^  Jn°  Sprague 
July:  11*'':  1689:  Attests 

Ebexezer  Prout;  Clerk, 

Consented  to  by  the  Councill 

Js*  Adpincton  Setf*^ 

Not  all  the  available  military  force  of  the  town  was  cnrollLj 
in  the  foot  company;  for  a  portion  of  the  men,  probably  those 
of  the  better  class,  were  members  of  a  cavalry  compans',  which 
was  in  some  deiaee  a  more  aristocratic  orL^'anization  and  [)rc- 
tended  to  some  ..Lilc  elegance  in  its  trappini^s.  This  company, 
which  was  composed  of  "  The  Troopers  Belonging  to  the  I'owns 
of  Maiden  Redding  Rumlcy  marsh  and  Linn,"  was  known  as  the 
Three  County  Troop  and  preserved  its  existence  for  more  than 
forty  years.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  following  order  of  the 
General  Court:  — 

[May  26,  1658]  In  ans'  to  the  petition  of  some  of  the  inh  ilvtants 
of  Ljnne  i£  Reading  Ac  Rumly  Marsh,  the  Court  judgeth  u  nieete  10 
graunt  them  liberty  to  rajse  a  troope  of  hone,  &  choose  theiee  officers, 
provided  they  be  not  flerry  free,  nor  haue  fine  shillings  yeerty  allowed 
them  from  the  country,  as  other  troop^s  haue." 

By  a  former  order  of  the  Court,  they  were  entitled  to  especial 
privileges  "as  is  cxprest  in  this  order":  — 

^  ^^.ns.  Archives,  cvii.  187.    Ensign  his  successor.    Genent  Cmrt  Jleefitdt^ 

Phineas  Spraguedied  Jan.23, 169?',;  and  April  14,  1691. 
in  Apra  John  Greenland  wu  preaeia^       »  Mass.  Cclony  Records,  iv.  (1). 
and  confinned  by  the  General  Court  as 
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Ftnt.  Exempt*  from  all  traynings  in  «11  foote  companies  ftcunstables 
imtches;  2'^  Freedome  from  rates  U«  his  p'son  &  hone;  3'^  Free 
<Com"*onage  for  his  horbc  in  any  of  the  towne  conVons  where  he  inhab- 
its, &  in  any  com'"ons  where  they  are  exercised  during  the  time  of 

theire  exercise ;  5'''.  Lib'tie  to  chose  a  leimennnt  &•  other 

iuferio'  officers;  6*'.  His  horse  shall  not  be  prest  10  any  uther 
service." 

By  a  later  order  it  was  provided  that, 

such  MonUljers  listed,  amounting  to  the  nonibor  of  thirty,  shallbe 
accutnpied  a  troupe,  and  have  libertje  oi  cliojcc  and  nomination  of 
cap',  leP,  and  oomet,  and  quartennaster,  who,  being  allowed  by  the 
Authorise  of  the  Courte,  shall  stand  by  com''ission,  and  all  other  inferior 
officers  to  be  chosen  by  the  company,  and  established  by  the  cbeife 
commander  of  the  troopc,  and  that  all  such  troopers  shall  keepe  a  good 
hurso,  and  well  fitted  with  s.idle,  bridle,  holsters,  and  pistolls,  or  a  car- 
bjne  and  sword,  and  iiaving  listed  his  horse,  shall  not  alter  nor  put  him 
of  without  licence  from  the  com'^ander  in  cheife,  and  the  sajd  troope 
shallbe  exercised  according  to  lawe." 

Edward  Hutchinson  was  chosen  captain  of  the  new  troop  and 
confirmed  by  the  Court*  May  28,  1659.***  At  the  session  of  June 
12,  1663,  the  troopers  of  Essex  having  been  divided  into  two 
bodies,  "  In  ans'  to  the  petition  of  Cap-  Edward  Hutchinson, 
cap'  of  the  three  county  troope,  the  Court  judgcth  it  meete  to 
declare,  —  That  the  troopers  of  the  Three  County  Troope  resid- 
ing in  Ljnne  are  not  taken  of  from  that  troope  whereof  they 
were,"  and  "  That  Cap'  Hutchinsons  commission  doeth  bind  him 
to  com"and  the  troopers  residing  in  Lynne,  that  are  listed 
him  as  formerly*"**  But  at  the  next  session  it  was 
ordered:  «— 

that  henceforth  the  tnx>pers  inhabitting  in  Lynne  shall  appertejne 
vnto  &  joyne  w^  Salem  troope,  any  former  order  of  this  Court  other- 
wise disposing  of  them  notwithstanding,  excepting  only  such  as  shall 
rather  choose  to  continue  w"*  the  Three  County  Troope,  shall  certify 
theire  desire  so  to  doe  vnder  theire  hands  at  the  next  meeting  of  Salem 
troopc. 

Two  years  later,  "  [May  3,  1665.]  John  Tutle  being  chosen 
leiften"t,  &  VV'"  Haisy  comet,  to  the  Three  County  Troope,  the 

V  Mus.  r,  /  '//v  JVaordt/u\.  Ibid.,  369.  IUd«  95* 

»  Ibid.,  iv.  (u.  5a  «  Ibid,  iv.  (2),  8a. 
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Court  allowes  &  approoues  of  their  ellcction,  &  ords  that  the 
secretary  i^ivc  them  their  com°*issions."  Tlicsc  officers  were 
inhabitants  of  Runmey  Marsh;  and  Lieutenant  Tuttle  lield  his 
position  until  Mny  7,  1673,  when  it  is  recordeil :  "  Vpon  ll:e  re- 
r^ucst  of  Li  ittenn.int  John  Tutie,  left'  to  the  Tluee  County 
Troope,  he  is  disniist  from  y*  service,  &  M'  Eliakini  Hutchinson 
is  to  suply  y'  place."  ^  Hutchinson  was  "  cho:>cn  &  .i[)j)(>inttd  " 
lieutenant  in  the  fnllowinjj  October,  but  for  some  reason  he  laid 
down  his  office  at  an  early  day.  May  27,  1674,  it  is  recorded 
that  "Cornet  W"*  Hajsy  is  appointed  to  be  Icfiennant,  &  Jona- 
than Poole  to  be  cornel  to  the  Three  County  Troope,  vnder  the 
conduct  of  Edward  Hutchinson,  their  captaine."** 

Captain  Hutchinson  *  having  petitioned  "  that  he  might  lay 
doune  his  captains  place  of  the  Three  County  Troope,"  it  is 
recorded  under  the  date  of  October  7,  1674,  that  **  the  Court 
grants  his  request,  and  doe  order  &  api)oiiit  W  Humphry  Davy 
to  be  cap'  of  the  Three  County  Troope,  &  that  he  haue 
conVission  accordingly."    At  the  same  session,  however,  it  is 

•*  Mass.  C<ylony  Records,  iv.  (2),  149.  m'  to  y*  tripartit  trajne."   Mass.  C^mty 

The  commissions  of  these  officers  had  Records,  iv.  (j),  4SS. 

been  withheld  more  than  two  years.   At  ^  Edward  Hutch  ii)s*)n.  cl^Icst  son  of 

m  MMion  of  the  Court,  October  8, 1662,  William  and  the  celebrated  Aaiinomi«n. 

it  was  ordered ;—  Anne  (Marbury)  Hutchinson,  was  an  in- 

"  In  an.s'  to  the  petition  of  Jonathan  habitant  of  lioston    He  was  expehi-nced 

Foolc  &  WUUam  Greene,  in  behalf  of  in  miliury  and  ladian  affairs,  and  was 

the  Three  Countys  Troope,  present  well  known  ainonj^  theeavages,  by  whom 

Jn  Tiitlc  IN  ls;f',  &  \V'"  Haysy  as  cornt  t,  he  was  trusted.    He  appears  to  have 

the  Court  orders,  that,  on  certi&cai  to  resigned  his  comnund  of  the  Three 

this  Court  or  the  Court  of  Asistants,  County  Troop  from  business  reasnnx; 

th.it  iff  the  sajd  persons  nominated  for  but  Lircu:n>t:iiv  <;s  1  au>c>l  li'm  l>ccome 

olhccrs  to  y*  s**  troope  be  circumstanced  more  deeply  engaged  in  military  mailers, 

as  the  lawe  provides,  that  they  be  al-  He  was  early  in  the  field  in  the  follow- 

lowed."    J/(;/x.tV.'  r/r  ffiff^w*//,  iv.  (2),  66.  ing  sumin<  r    .u  .!  l  i^  -  vtcnsive  .icqii  iint- 

•*  i\fas$.  Colony  /iccifrds,  iv.  (2),  55.S.  ance  in  tht;  Nipmuck  counliy  caused  him 

Eliakini  I  Intf  hin.son  was  a  cousin  of  to  be  sent  there,  with  Captain  Thomas 

Ciptain  Edward  Hutcliiiison.    lie  m^x-  Wheeler's  troop,  for  the  purpose  of  cn- 

ricd,  in  i(>68,  Sarah.  tUiuglucr  (  f  lloury  cicavoring  to  disengage  that  tribe  from 

Shrimpton  of  \o<ldle's  Island.    Heap-  the  Xarragansett  alliance.    While  seek- 

pears  to  have  lived  at  Noddle's  Island  ing  a  body  of  Xipmucks  who  had  f.tiled 

or  Rumney  Mar&h,  and  his  name  is  to  keep  an  appointment  at  a  pKiin  in 

found  with  Rumney  Marsh  men  in  eer-  Quabauge,  now  Brookiield,  August  2. 

vice  in  1676.  1675,  t**^  troop  fell  into  an  ambuscade 

*Ibid,v.&   Jonathan  l^oole  was  of  and  Captain  HutcUmon  received  a 

Reading.    He  had  an  earlier  connection  mortal  wound,  whih.-  eight   men  \v<  re 

with  the  troop  when  the  Court,  May  31,  killed  upon  the  field.    Mather.  Bnef 

1671,  appointed  "Jn«than  Pbole  qnter  Htstory  of  tk«  War,  6. 
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found  that  '*  M'  Humphry  Davy  hauing  declared  his  non- 
acce])tancc  of  the  office  of  cap'  of  the  Three  County  Troope, 
the  Court  juJ^cih  it  meete  to  respitt  any  supply  for  that  place 
till  the  Court  of  l-Llcction."  ^ 

It  does  not  apjKar  that  a  captain  was  prescntl)'  appointed; 
for  Lieuten.int  )i  ise}'  Commanded  the  company,  and  was  in 
active  ser\ice  durinj^  Philip's  war  with  the  sevcia!  quotas  which 
the  trooj)  hirnishcd.  At  least  eight  men  from  Maiden  were 
out  with  him  in  1675,  with  troopers  from  the  adjacent  towns • 
and  ten  men  were  ordered  to  be  raised  from  the  company  by 
impressment,  February  2r,  16754,  for  an  expedition  towards 
the  frontier.-"*  A  few  weeks  later  the  troop  was  called  upon 
for  its  proportion  of  "  cif^dity  troopers,  compleatly  armed,"  who 
were  to  **  repaire  to  Concord, "  by  the  last  of  May.® 

It  was  not  until  June  i,  1677,  that  a  captain  appears  to  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Court.  "  Jonathan  Wade  is  apjiointed 
cap'  of  the  Three  County  Troope,  &  Corporall  \V'"  (irecn 
cornet,  Isaak  Brooks  quarter  master  of  that  troope."  Captain 
W.ide  continued  in  coniraaiiU  during  the  remainder  of  the 
colonial  period;  and  at  the  advent  of  Joseph  Uudley  in  16S6, 
the  comi)an\-  was  annexed  to  one  of  the  .Middlesex  rcginients 
and  so  continued  during  the  short  administration  of  Andros. 
After  the  Revolution  the  troopers  preferred  the  following 
j)etition,  which  was  granted  by  the  passage  of  a  general  order 
which  established  the  militia  upon  the  former  basis:  — 

^  Af-isi  Caltmy  Reeardt^  v.  17,  youngest  daughter  of  Governor  Thomas 

**  Ibid  ,  73.  buUIcy,  and  lived  at  Mystic,  or  Med- 

Ibid  ,  85.   .\  list  of  "Cap*  Pren-  ford,  where,  with  his  brother  Nathaniel, 

tine's  73  Triopers,"  who  werQ  engaged  who  married  Mercy,  the  youngtst  daugh- 

in  the  campaign  of  167^ enumerates  tcr  of  Govvnior  Simoo  JiracUlreet,  he 

twenty  "TToopers  be)onging  to  Cap'  occupied  a  portion  of  the  CraHock  farm 

llntciiinson,"  of  whom  Eiiakim  Ilut-  which  hi*  father  had  bought  of  l.dward 

chinttQD.    Uenjamin    MuMey,   Samuel  CoiUns.  They  were  men  of  considerable 

Weeden.  artd  Joseph  Weeden  were  of  local  importance.    Captain,  or  Major 

Noddle*'**  Isl.iiid  or  Kmnnrv  M.irsh,  and  WruK  ,  .i>  hi  w.is  >onu  times  called,  died 

John  Guppic,  liaiiicl  Greenland,  and  November  24,  1659.   William  Green  was 

John  Barret  of  Mystic  Side  or  Maiden,  of  Maiden,  and  afterwards  became  cap- 

Muss.  Arthn'C':,  Ixviii.  73.  t  uTi  (  f  thr  troop     The  other  appears  to 

Afiiss.  Coimy  Uncords,  wi^i.  Jona-  liavc  i^cn  that  I»aac  Brooks  who  was 

than  Wade  waa  son  of  Jonathan  Wade  of  Woboni,  where  he  died  September 

of  Iptwkfa.  He  married  Deborah,  the  1686. 
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To  the  HonnourabU  Simon  Bradstrttt  £sf.  GootrmuT  of  the 
Miithashcwsetts  Collony,  etc. 

The  Humble  petition  of  The  Troopers  or  ihe  major  part  Belonging 
to  the  Townes  of  Maiden,  Rcuding  Rumley  marsh  and  Linn.  Belong- 
ing to  f  Three  Countey  Troop.  Humbly  Shewed 

That  in  the  Charter  Gouemment  formerly  there  was  a  Grant  and 
Privilege  for  a  three  County  Troope,  which  by  the  Records  will  Ap- 
peare  which  Continued  accordingly  vntill  y«  Alteration  of  the  Gouem- 
ment in  the  time  that  Esq'  Dudly  Took  and  Assumed  i  he  Same,  and 
then  the  Said  troope  was  much  Jmpaired  by  its  being  brought  to  a 
Second  Troop  in  the  Western  Redgiraent  in  the  countey  of  middle  Sex 
MThich  After  watds  was  Continued  in  the  Same  Posture  when  9  Edmund 
Andross  was  Gouemour :  and  Stands  to  this  present  Time,  By  which  wee 
find  itt  very  Jngerouse  and  Troblesome  to  vs  Conserned,  To  What  our 
former  Priviledges  was :  And  much  Jmi^aireing  to  the  Said  Troope. 

The  PrcmissL's  bting  Considered  by  your  honnours  your  Petitions 
Being  W  illing  and  Ri:ady  to  bee  at  Command  for  Servise  As  formerly, 
Since,  and  for  futor,  I  hey  humbly  Crave,  that  the  Said  Troope  might 
bee  as  formerly,  And  the  Priviledge  of  Chooseiog  there  officers  and 
Commanders  As  formerly,  and  that  they  might  hatie  the  Priviledge  to 
y"  same  belonging  as  formerly 

And  Wee  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  Euer  pray 
JsAACK  Him  )      10^^^    ^^'^J'***'^^  ^iMBsis,  Sein'  ) 


Not  only  was  this  petition  favorably  met  by  a  general  order, 
but  a  special  ortier  for  the  reorganization  of  the  troop  was 
passed  August  22,  1689. 

Ordered  that  the  Troop  under  the  Command  of  Majr  Joa  Wade  do 
forthw?  Coropleat  their  Commission  Officers,  that  it  may  be  Setled  for 
the  Ser\  ice  of  the  Country  and  to  that  End  Major  Wade  the  present 
Captain  do  without  delay  call  the  Troop  together,  and  Cnuse  them  to 
nominate  such  Otticcrs  as  are  wanting  to  be  presented  to  this  Conven- 
tion, or  Council  for  Confirmation ;  But  if  the  said  Major  Wade  reftise 
to  Call  the  Tioop  together  as  abovesaid,  then  William  Green  is  hereby 
required  to  Call  the  Troop  tx^ber,  and  Proceed  to  nominations  as  well 
of  Captain  as  of  other  Commission  Officers  as  are  Wanting  forthwith  to 
be  Presented  for  Confirmation.** 

*l  Mat.  AreiivfJ,  xxxv.  9.  *•  Getural  Court  /Records,  in  lota. 


Jonathan  Shraglt.  ) 
WlLUAM  ArNALD  ) 

Joseph  Browne  i 


Rumley  march 
John  Pook  —  for  Linn^ 


/col 
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That  internal  dissensions  existed  in  the  troop  at  this  time  is 
evident,  and  the  undated  paper  which  follows  appears  to  con- 
tain a  iclaliou  of  the  causes  which  led  to  its  early  dissolution. 

Reasons  Given  To  the  Jlonnourable  Gotti-rno'^ ,  CounseU  &"  Kt/<rr<eTt- 
iatives  by  vs  Of  The  three  C'ountey  I'roope  for  Not  Complying  with 
y'  Choise  of  William  CJreene  Captauie. 

Imf,  By  an  order  Issued  out  by  the  Honnourable  CounseU  That  a 
Setlement  of  Malletia  Should  bee  as  in  y"  yeare  1686  Except  a  vacancy 
tqr  death  or  persons  otherwayes  Disinabled  which  order  your  petition's 
had  Reguard  vnio  and  Alsoe  to  our  Cap'  Jonathan  Wade  Being  Still  in 
Place  &  (Jffice  —  And  there  being  a  Sqvadron  of  W  obern  men,  the 
major  part  haucing  beene  but  of  Late  taken  into  the  1  hree  Countey 
Troope  Who  Being  of  Such  Principalis  and  Rcguarding  Neither  yo' 
hoimottrs  Order  nor  Reason,  They  went  and  Chose  another  Captaine 
by  Name  William  Greene,  and  Drawd  vp  Sundry  Reasons  against  the 
Said  Cap'  Wade  Contrary  to  our  knowledge.  Being  the  Major  part  of 
the  Three  Countey  Troope  aforesaid 

Benjamine  Mussey  ^W/i'  Jona^"*"*  Spragg 

Joseph  Hassey  Joshua  Eaton 

IsAACK  Hill  John  Puolb 

Joseph  iteowNS 
In  Behalfe  of  the  Major  part  of  the  three  Countey  Troope.* 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  petition  preceding  this  paper, 
which  is  not  now  in  its  place  in  the  Massachusetts  Archives,  to 
which  the  Court  returned  a  peremptory  answer,  which  appar- 
ently ended  the  controversy  and  struck  a  blow  at  the  prosperity 
of  the  troop. 

Upon  Reaciing  the  Petition  of  Jsaac  Hill,  Jon".  Sprague  Benjamin 
Mmsey  Sen'.  &c.  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  Others  late  belonging  to 
the  Three  County  Troops,  manifesting  their  Unwillingness  to  Serve 

Under  the  Command  of  Capt  Will  Green,  .\nd  upon  Hearing  of  Both 
Parties  :  Jt  is  OrJctr.i  that  the  SiM  Petitioners,  and  Others,  who  are 
disiti«;fied  with  the  Saiil  t^ipt  liii  Return  to  Ser\'e  in  the  foot  Company's 
of  the  Several  l  owns,  and  Places,  wiiereto  they  do  belong.** 

The  process  of  disintegration  now  began  anew,  and  the  com- 
pany soon  lost  its  Suffolk  men,  as  it  had  lost  those  of  Essex  in  > 
the  time  of  Captain  Hutchinson,   The  Court  passed  the  follow-  • 

«  JUwi.  Arekhtet^  xxxv.  la  •*  Cttteral  Cwrt  Reeords,  October  8 

l6S9>  Cf.  Afass.  Arehhus,  xxxv.  48. 


Digitized  by  Google 


3i6 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN. 


ing  order  March  iS,  i6^^,  and  only  the  men  of  Middlesex  were 
left  to  the  Three  County  Troop:  — 

The  train  Soldiers  inhabiting  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  I'own  of 
Boston  lying  to  the  eastward  of  Winnisinict  Ferry,  'I'ogelher  with  Nod- 
dles jsland  and  Hogg  island,  are  henceforth  to  be  a  distinct  Foot 
Company^  And  are  hereby  Ordered  forthwith  to  Nominate  meet  Per- 
sons for  their  Commission  Officers,  and  present  them  to  this  Court  for 
their  Allowance  and  Confirmation,  And  the  three  County  Troops  is 
hereby  dismlst.* 

Once  more  the  troop  is  mentioned*  when,  June  lO,  1690, 
eighty  troopers  were  ordered  to  be  detached  from  the  several 
regiments  to  rendezvous  at  Andover  and  Concord  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier,  which  was  threatened  by  wandering  par- 
ties of  French  and  Indians*  Seven  men  of  this  detachment  were 
to  be  from  Captain  Green's  command.^ 

Thenceforth  the  Three  County  Troop  disappears  from  the 
scene  and  the  records  are  silent  as  to  its  further  continuance. 
If  it  remained  longer,  it  was  but  for  a  few  years  of  feeble  life, 
and  its  crimson  banner  and  its  men  and  horses  mouldered 
together.^^  Traditions  of  its  existence  and  of  its  participation 
in  the  gloomy  strife  of  Philip's  war  may  have  lingered  long  in 
the  homes  of  the  three  counties;  but  they,  as  well  as  more 
material  things,  have  utterly  passed  away*  The  few  discon- 
nected records  which  are  now  brought  together  are  all  that 


*•  General  Court  Rtc<>rds,  in  toeo. 
«  Ibid. 

In  a  llerald-paiiUer's  book  of  the 
time  of  Charle*  11^  now  in  the  British 

Museum,  i>  a  tricking  of  a  flag  "don  for 
New  England,"  and  an  entry  gtxing  its 
deeeription  and  cost.   It  was  on  crimson 

dam,i-k  witli  .1  silver  fringe  and  bore  a 
bare  arm  and  hand  issuing  from  a  cloud 
and  holding  a  sword.  In  the  tricking 
lilt.'  wrmls  "Thrc  <"fninty  Trom  "  .ire 
insLiii^cd  upon  a  ribbon  on  ihe  face  of 
the  flag.   For  a  drawing  of  the  tridcing 

ami  relevnfit  matter,  tv/,-  .V.  £.  Hist, 
tiuti  (,entai.  Rtf^sttr,  xx\.  13S. 

A  provincial  flag  of  a  .similar  design 
wa»  carried  by  the  Hedford  men  on  the 
day  of  the  I^xington  Alarm,  and  is  pre- 
served in  the  Hedford  Free  Public 
Library.   On  slight  grounds,  this  haa 


been  claimed  to  be  the  flag  of  liic  1  hrce 
County  Troop;  but  it  bears  the  legend. 
Vinu  out  morirf,  and  the  arm  is  mail- 
dad,  which  distinguishes  it  from  the 
elder  prototype.  It  is  most  Ukely  to 
have  been  the  standard  of  a  company  in 
that  portion  of  the  Provinc.'  at  a  later 
date  and  not  that  of  the  troopers  of 
Maiden  and  the  adjoining  towns.  Cf. 
hfats.  ffht.  So.  PrtK.,  December.  188;, 
xff..  T-iiii-ii  .  f^"^'.,  190;  also  Urown, 
lliitifry  0/  Bedford,  jj.  In  the  latter 
it  is  made  to  appear,  by  a  miaqnotation, 
that  there  were  morr  Tli:in  one  three 
county  troop  in  Maikvachusetiii. 

Ttie  arm  and  sword  of  the  flag  of  the 

Thrrc  Cnnnty  Troop  has  het.  i^  pt  s,.t\i  il 
as  the  crciit  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. 
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remain  of  the  band  of  stalwart  Puritans  who  rode  in  the  name 
of  the  Great  and  General  Court,  as  valiant  troopers  and  as 
worthy  Christians,  I  doubt  not,  as  their  elder  brethren  who 

rode  at  Edgchill  or  Marston  Moor. 

In  the  bloody  war  which  preceded  the  death  of  Pometacom 
of  Fokanokct,  he  who  has  passed  into  hist  r\-  under  the  grandilo- 
quent title  of  King  Philip,  the  men  of  Maiden  performed  their 
duty,  whether  as  soldiers  and  troopers  in  the  field  or  as  tax  pay- 
ers at  home,  both  in  active  service  and  the  contribution  of  their 
substance.  The  war,  for  which  busy  preparation  had  been  made 
on  both  sides,  was  opened  by  a  desultory  attack  on  the  little 
settlement  of  Swansea  in  Plymouth  Colony  during  several  days 
in  the  latter  part  of  June,  1675.  When  the  news  reached  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  the  Council  convened  and  resolved  "  to  raysc 
one  hundred  foote  and  50  horse  that  shall  be  spcedih-  upon  their 
march  towards  Swansey,"  and  issued  the  following  order;  — 

[June  24,  1675.]  To  the  Militia  of  the  town  of  Boston,  Cha.  Camb. 
Watertown.  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Dcdham.  Brantrey,  Weymouth,  Hing- 
ham,  M.iulficn  —  Yon  nre  hereby  ro<i'iirt.d  in  his  Majesty's  name  to 
take  notice  thai  the  (iov'  iv:  Council  have  ordered  100  able  suuldjers 
forthwith  impressed  out  of  the  severall  Towns  according  to  the  propor* 
lions  hereunder  written  for  the  aid  and  assistance  of  our  confederate 
Hymottth  in  the  designe  afoote  ag**  the  Indbns,  and  accordingly  you 
are  to  warne  af'  projiortions  to  be  ready  at  au  hours  warning  from 
Capt  Daniel  Henchman  who  is  apijoiiuc-d  Captain  and  Comniandt-r  of 
the  Foote  Company  that  each  souldjcr  shai  have  his  amies  coiupleat  and 
Snapsack  ready  to  march  and  not  faile  to  be  at  the  randevous.^ 

The  proportion  assigned  to  the  several  towns  docs  not  appear 
upon  the  order.  Captain  Daniel  Henchman,  of  Boston  and  the 
Quansigamug  plantation,  commanded  the  footmen,  as  above 
Stated,  while  Captain  Thomas  Prentice  of  Cambridge  led  tlic 
troopers.  Besides  the  impressed  mm.  about  one  immlred  vol- 
unteers took  the  field  under  the  ol<l  Jamaica  i)rivatecr,  Samuel 
Mosclv  of  Dorchester.  Roger  Kcnicott  and  John  I'embcrton  of 
Maiden  were  with  Captain  Moscly ;  and,  soon  after,  their  towns- 
men. Thomas  Mudcrc  Simon  Grovcr.  and  John  Larrabee  were  in 
garrison  at  Wading  River  in  the  present  town  of  Norton. 

Mats.  Archhxs,  Ixvii.  207. 
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In  August  the  constable  of  Maiden  was  ordered  to  "  Jmpress 
ten  able  horses  well  shod  w'*'  bridles  &  sadlcs  well  shod  fitt  for 
the  Coiiiitrcys  seruice,"  The  constable's  return  giving  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  the  horses  taken  is  preserved. 

I  haue  im  prest  ten  horses  for  the  us  of  the  centre  a  cordin  to  the 
tener  of  the  warent. 


In  September  Captain  John  Wayte  was  ordered  to  lead  a 
party  of  recruits,  in  which  were  probably  some  Maiden  men,  to 
the  rendezvous  at  the  frontier. 

The  Council  do  order  &  Apoint  Capt  John  Wayte  to  Conduct  the 
1 20  inen  appointed  to  rendevouse  at  Marlborough  the  ^S'*"  day  of  this 
instant  September  &  to  deliuer  them  vnto  the  order  of  maio'  john 
pincheon  comander  in  Cheefe  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  &  it  is 
further  ordered  y"  in  case  Capt  Samuell  Applcton  shoulii  bee  com  away 
from  those  parts,  then  the  said  Capt  wait  is  ordered  to  take  the  con- 
duct &  charge  ot  A  company  of  100  men  under  maio'  J«)hn  pincheon, 
but  in  case  capt  Appleton  doe  abide  there  then  capt  wait  is  forthwith 
to  returne  liacke  unles  maio'  Pincheon  see  cause  to  detyne  him  upon 
y*  service  of  the  Country. 

24  Sept.  1675." 

At  the  session  of  July  9  the  Court  laid  three  countr>'  rates;"* 
and  in  consideration  of  '*  the  great  &  dayly  grouing  charge  of 
t!ie  present  warr  against  the  Indians,  &  the  absolute  necessity 
that  there  is  of  a  further  supply  &  recruitc  of  arnies  &  amu"ition 
for  the  seruice  of  the  country,"  seven  single  country  rates  were 
ordered  October  13.^    Of  this  levy  the  proportion  of  Maiden 

*•  Mass.  Archives,  Ixvii.  234.  per  bushel  for  wheat,  six  shillings ;  rje, 

*"  Ibid.,  265.  four  shillings  and  sixpence;  pease,  four 

*'  Afiiss.  Colony  Records,  \.  shillings;   indian  corn,  three  shillings 

^  Ibid.,  55.   The  proportion  of  Med-  and  sixpence  ;  barley, four  <ihillings ;  and 

ford  for  a  single  rate,  was         and  thai  for  oats,  two  shillings.    Mass.  .-iichhes, 

of  Reading,  £16  9s.  iid.     If  the  rates  Ixviii.  29. 

were  paid  in  kind,  values  were  fixed       A  country  rate  was  a  tax  on  property 


Edmond  Ch  am  BERLIN 


Captin  John  wayt 
Insine  Thomas  lind 
Samewill  Sprag 
Benjemen  whitemore 
Joel  jenkins 
Steuen  grouer 


Leftiuant  John  Sprag 


Samewel  lues 


thomas  grouer 
Symon  grouer 
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\vas  ^15.  10.  5.  for  a  single  rate;  and  this  was  nu  small  burden 
t<»  ihc  farmers  of  that  day,  whose  currcnc)  was  iiiosil)-  the  j)ro- 
ducis  of  tile  soil.  During  the  summer  and  fall  ol  tliat  )  ear  sol- 
diers of  the  town  were  in  active  service;  several  as  troopers 
under  Lieutenant  \\  illiam  Hasey  of  Rumney  Marsh,  the  com-  / 
mander  of  the  Three  County  Troup.    Men  frequeiitl\-  ajjpear 

Stcrving  under  different  captains  in  the  same  year,  a  condition 
which  was  caused  by  :>hort  terms  of  service  and  the  necessit)'  of 
allowing  planters  to  return  to  tlie  settlements  to  secure  their 
crops  or  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  their  families,  while  others 
took  their  places  in  the  field.  Some  were  scouts  and  were 
rapidly  transferred  from  command  to  command  as  their  ser* 
vices  were  required. 

In  November  a  levy  was  made  for  an  expedition  designed 
to  penetrate  the  Narragansett  country,  into  which  Philip  had 
retired.    Eight  men  were  impressed  at  Maiden,  as  follows:  — 

'Vhc  names  of  >'  Souldyers  Jmpress**  at  maldon  for  the  p'sent  Expe- 
dition &  p  vdd  According  to  y  warr'  are 

Iho.  May :  Jam*  Chadwick 

John  Chamberlain: 
Jam*  Welch  John  Mudge 

John  Winslade  Jdm  Ross 

John  provender 
Maldo'  Jn    name  of  y*  .  .  .  . 

30,  9.  75  Jo  Wavt  m/." 

and  the  profits  of  tecbanics  and  traders  incombea  due  for  nines,  licquors,  peltry,, 

of  one  penny  on    po<ind ;  besides  which  Ac."  being  found  sufficient  **  to  answer 

a  poll  i.ix  of  <nif  shilling  and  cightjicnCc  the  occasions  of  the  country."  Mosi, 

at  first  and  afterwards  of  two  shillings  Colony  Records,  iv.  (2).  135,  534. 

and  sixpence,  was  levied  upon  all  males      Besides  the  ten  rates  laid  in  1675.  i^* 

alKi'.  e  sixteen  y   irs  of  nf^e.    A  >inE;le  rate  tc»:n  were  imposed  in  1676,  which  was 

produced  about  two  thuuaaml  [xninds  in  equal  to  an  assessment  on  the  valuation 

1663.  and  was  usually  sufficient  for  the  of  over  four  feritHt.  in  the  former,  and 

expenses  of  .1  yt»ar ;  ,iltlioii>;li  at  times  nearly  seven  per  cent.  \n  the  latter  year, 

the  tax        iucreasi  d  bv  the  additional  A  rate  of  seventy  dollars  on  a  thousand 

levy  of  a  fractional  rate     f  n       4. "  It  is  would  make  the  tax-payers  of  the  dlyot 

ordered,  that  halfe  a  single  rate  be  levyed  Maiden  unhappy,  at  least.   The  propor- 

vpon  the  inhabitants,  as  an  addition  to  tion  of  Maiden  for  a  rate  In  1675 

the  rate  in  course,  towards  the  defraying  gives  the  total  valuation  of  the  townaa 
the  publicke  charges,  that  haue  binn  ex-  for  that  year, 

tnordinary  this  yeare ; "  but  in  1671,  ao       **  Af!iir.  Artkivett  Ixviii.  70. 
mie  ma       the  revenue  aritlng  '^fiom 
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I-Alimiiul  Chamberlain  took  the  place  of  his  kinsman,  John; 
and  tlic  i)ai'ty  reported  at  tlie  rendezvous  at  Ucdliaui,  with  tlu: 
exception  of  James  Welch,  aj^ainst  whose  name  was  written, 
*'  not  apcarti."  They  were  included  in  "  A  list  of  Cap'"  Samuell 
Mosselys  Compa"y  taken  att  Dcdham  the  9*!"  Day  of  Xbcr 
1675  ;  "**  and  the  little  army  of  seven  companies,  under  Major 
Samuel  Appleton  of  Ipswich,  marched  for .  the  Narragansett 
countiy  the  next  day.  In  the  battle  known  as  the  Narragransett 
or  Swamp  Fight,  which  took  place,  Sunday,  December  19,  1675, 
when  nearly  seven  hundred  Indians  are  said  to  have  perished,^ 
the  company  of  Captain  Mosely  was  the  first  to  enter  the  fort  of 
the  enemy;  and  two  of  the  nineteen  men  which  it  lost  in  slain 
and  wounded  were  of  Maiden, — Edmund  Chamberlain  among 
the  former,  and  James  Chadwick  among  the  latter  At  the 
M no  ^  ^        /  same  time  Lieutenant 

^^i:.;W^^/()^Cf^    Phineas  Upham,  of 
/  Captain  Isaac  Jobn> 

son's  company,  received  a  wound  from  the  eflects  of  which  he 
died  in  October,  1676.* 


M  Mass.  Artktves,  Ixvii.  294. 

M  u       jiqj  twenty  Indian  Capt:dns 

slain  all  of  them  and  brought  down  to 
Hell  in  one  Day."  says  Increase  Mather, 
Prtvalettey  of  Prayer,  10.    The  loss  of 

the  Indians  is  varioii>lv  >t.itijil.  IIuli- 
bartl,  on  (he  authority  of  Totock,  an 
Indian  who  was  put  to  death  at  Boston, 
mak("i  til  •  statement  mcntinnfci  in  the 
text,  .111(1  aildt,  "  Besides  thn-t-  hmulred 
tli.it  (lied  'if  :ii.,:ir  Womnls  the  iin.;St  of 
them;  the  Number  of  old  Men,  Women 
and  Children,  that  perished  either  by 
Fire,  or  that  were  starved  with  Hunger 
and  Cold,  None  of  them  could  tell." 
Present  Sfitfe  ef  NewEttffiand,  54, 

This  battle  swept  away  the  savage 
power  of  the  Narragansetts,  and  they 
were  broken  forever.  "  Without  shelter 

anil  without  food,"  snv^  l!:m.  rrif!.  "they 
hid  themselves  in  a  cedar  swamp,  with 
no  defence  against  the  cold  but  boughs 
of  evergrt-en  trrc«.  They  prowled  the 
forests  and  pawed  up  the  snow,  to  gather 
auts  and  aooms ;  they  dug  the  earth  for 
ground-nuts ;  they  ate  remnants  of  horse- 


flesh as  a  htniiy  t  tbey  sunk  down  from 
feebleness  and  want  of  food.  Winter 

and  famine,  and  di.sease  consequent  on 
vile  diet,  were  the  allies  of  (he  English ; 
while  the  English  troops  after  much 

-cverc  suffering.  foun<l  their  way  to  fire- 
&ide»."   Histitrjf  of  tht  United  SMet,  ii. 

Original  and  contemporary  narratives 
ot  the  \arragan»ett  Fight  may  be  found 
in  Mather,  Brief  Hia^ry  f^tke  fKtr,  20; 
ITu'iIiird.  Pre'ftit  Sftff  cf  Xf-.v-Fm^LtHii, 
50-30.  Ilulchiiison,  //iStory  0/  Af.iss.l- 
cftiisttts-lity,  i.  290-30.3;  Church,  F.ntfr' 
iitininf^  Pitssitf^fs  rflattm;  to  Phiiip^S  IVar, 
14-17;  Coiitifiuatiou  of  thf  SMe  of  S^rsif 
/'n^^/tjnJ,  5-8;  and  Xevs  from  yWrf- 
lattJ,  (-2.  The  two  rare  tracts  last 
named  are  reprinted  in  T)ra1(e,  <Hd  In- 
diau  Chronulf.  The  best  modern  sum- 
maries are  Palfrey,  Hhtvry  of  AVw 
Englottd,  lit.  175-180;  Drake,  fn^am  rf 
North  AHuruii  (1857).  217-220  ;  and  Ar- 
nold. History  of  Khode  Island,  i.  403-406 
Phineas  Upham,  son  of  Deacon 
John  and  Elisabeth  (Slade)  Upham,  was 
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In  the  early  part  of  January,  16/5  5,  another  levy  of  Massa- 
chusetts men  was  made  and  sent  into  the  Narragansett  country. 
They  suffered  severely  from  the  intense  cold.  A  writer  of  the 
time  says:  "  They  lost  Eleven  of  their  Men  on  their  March,  that 
were  frozen  to  Death  and  brought  many  others  sick  and  dis- 
heartened with  the  extreme  Coldness  of  the  Season."  In  con- 
nection with  this  expedition,  which  was  known  as  **the  long 
march/'  the  following  papers  are  extant.  They  show  an  evident 
reluctance  against  campaigning  in  the  winter  season  on  the  part 
of  three  of  our  ancient  townsmen. 

To  ^  Constables  of  maulden 

These  require  yo*  |n  bis  roaj*'*  name  fcHthwith  to  sumon  require  &  se- 
cure John  Linde  Jn*  Cole  &  James  welsh  so  as  they  may  personally 


probably  bom  soon  after  the  arrival  of 

ln->  ]3.iri.;its  in  New  England  in  1636, 
and  was  brought  to  Maiden  from  Wey- 
mouth, where  they  first  settled.  He 
married  Ruth  Wool,  A|>ril  14,  rr)5S. 
and  wa«  living  here  »oon  after.  Ills 
seven  children  were  probably  bom  here, 
although  the  birth  of  but  one  is  recorded. 
He  w.i,^  one  of  the  grantees  of  Quan- 
sigamug,  in  1674,  actual  settler 

there  in  the  following  April.  The  sud- 
den breaking  out  of  the  Indian  War  and 
his  presence  upon  the  frontier  brought 
him  into  active  military  service;  and 
some  traits  of  character  and  habits  may 
have  iiisurt'il  Iu>  promotion.  After  the 
defeat  of  Captain  Hutchinson  at  Wiclta- 
batig  Pond,  he  was  sent,  as  a  lieutenant, 
with  a  force  under  Captaio  julm  flor- 
bam«  into  the  N'ipmuck  country ;  but 
lioding  none  of  the  enemy,  he  returned 
to  M-  ivloii,  where,  Octolicr  i,  1675.  ho 
\vr<j[.  .1  report  of  the  expedition,  which  is 
l/iL>-Lt\ed  in  Miiss.  Archhtt,  Ixvii.  276. 

Soon  after  he  proceeded  towards 
•Springfield  «*ith  a  company  of  recruits, 
with  orders  to  serve  under  Captain  John 
Wayte.  A  reorganiution  of  the  forces 
upon  theConncci^Cttt  having  taken  place, 
he  was  assigned  to  th<'  company  «if  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Fooleand  was  probably  at 
.Springfield  or  Hadley  at  the  time  of  the 
ai'ai:k  uivnn  Retumin.t:  to  :he 

eastward  after  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties upon  the  western  frontier,  he  joined 
the  little  army  which  was  marching  into 


the  Narragansett  coantiy  and  was  at- 
tached to  the  coHipanyof  Captain  Isaac 
Jobnaon  of  Roxbury. 
Capuin  Johnson  was  killed  during 

the  first  assault;  and  as  the  attnckiiii; 
party  fell  back,  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
lieutenant  Upham  was  wounded  before 
the  fort  was  entrr«d,  or  he  may  have 
rallied  his  men  and  led  them  in  the  final 
attack.  During  the  night,  in  the  face  of 
a  driving  snow  storm,  the  army  marched 
eighteen  miles  with  its  dead  and  dying. 
l,ieut<  iiaut  Upham  was  taken  to  Uln  lii- 
Island  and,  after  a  while,  removed  to 
Boston.  His  death  is  recorded  upon 
the  Maiden  records,  and  it  is  prolj.ible 
tliat  he  died  here.  Drake  says  he  was 
buried  here ;  but  Hubbard  says  he  died 
ill  Boston.  He  died  before  < 'ember  i;, 
as  on  that  day  the  General  Court  passed 
a  trill  fur  the  relief  of  his  family.  As  to 
the  place  of  his  burial,  the  gravi'^  of  his 
wife  (16954)  and  his  little  ''^"•h 
( 1676)  are  marked  by  stones  in  the  Hell 
Rock  Cemetery.  A  search  made,  June 
17,  1S91,  showed  that  a  person  of  good 
height  had  been  buried  by  the  side  of 
the  wife,  and  that  a  long  periotl  hatt 
elapsed  since  the  interment,  as  nothing 
was  fourn!  in  tl.e  grave  but  a  littk  ihirk 
mould,  in  which  a  few  pins  were  imbed- 
ded, and  a  slight  discoloration  caused  by 
the  decay  of  the  wood  of  the  coffin. 

"  Contiiimttm  0/  tht  Siiitt  0/  Ntxo- 
England,  14.  in  Drake,  Old  indiatt 
Chranicltt  195. 
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Appearc  before  the  Council  sitting  in  Boston  on  the  ii"*  Jnstant  al  one 
of  tbe  clock  then  &  there  to  Answer  theire  neglect  of  Dnty  in  not  ap- 
pearing at  the  Mtndevous  at  Dedham  on  the  5'"  Jnst  thereby  much  dis- 
appointing the  service  of  tbe  Country  y^  are  also  in  like  manner  to 

sumon  &  require  some  one  or  more  of  tlic  comittee  of  militia  of  the 
Toune  then  &  there  to  Appeare  that  Impressed  them  to  make  it  out 
that  they  were  duly  Jmpressed  making  your  return  at  or  be  tore  the 
time  hereof  not  to  faile  at  your  perriil  Dated  in  Boston  the  7  '  of  Juuu- 
nary  1675 

^  order  of  the  Council 

EdW  Rawson  Secr^y^ 

\A€ts  of  Gntnal.'\   January  11,  167s 

of  Woburn  John  lynd  ^returned  deserted:  hyres  pemberton  in  his 

Stead  who  went. 

John  Cole  :  absconded  &  order  for  Attachment  to  Jsue  for 
James :  Welch  cleard  by  the  Councel  ^ 

On  the  return  of  the  expedition  to  the  settlements  another 
call  for  men  was  made ;  and  a  warrant  was  issued  for  the  draft- 
ing of  twenty  men  from  the  Middlesex  regiment.  On  this  war- 
rant, which  is  dated  February  $,  1676,  [i67-5^.]  is  endorsed, 
"^ere  is  a  failure  of  almost  one  halfe  in  apperance  &  no 
return  from  one  towne  .  .  ,  Maiden:  no  Returne  but  a  man 
Appeared."^ 

In  the  early  part  of  April,  1676,  John  Upham,  Simon  Grovcr, 
Stephen  Grover,  John  Pratt,  and  Tryal Newberry  of  Maiden,  with 
others  from  the  neighboring  towns,  were  in  the  company  of 
Captain  William  Turner,  at  Hadley,  ott  the  Connecticut  River; 
and  they  participated  in  the  unfortunate  action  at  the  Falls,  May 
19,  which  resulted  in  the  disastrous  flight  of  the  English  and 
the  death  of  their  gallant  captain  in  the  Greenfield  meadows.. 
Sixty  years  later,  when  the  General  Court  granted  the  township 
of  Fall  Town,  now  Bemardston,  to  the  survivors  of  those  who 
had  been  present  and  the  heirs  of  those  who  were  dead.  Thomas 
Pratt,  Simon  Grover,  and  Tryal  Newberry  received  shares  in  the 
right  of  their  fnthcrs. 

During  the  summer  of  1676  Maiden  soldiers  served  under 

**  ^ffcf.  Attkkust  Izviii.  lis. 

Ibid,  Ixviil.  ijo.  "Wobunt*  for  '*Malc!c  n"  is  «  cleiied  error  in  dao- 
original.  *^  Itud..  ijo. 
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various  captains;  and  in  a  settlement  whicli  uas  inadc  in 
August,  the  town  was  credited  with  twiniy-ninc  a>.signmcnts. 
The  only  officer  from  Maiden  who  served  this  >  car  w  as  Lieu- 
tenant John  Floyd,"  who  was  under  Captain  Henchnian,  uiih 
others  of  his  townsmen.  He  was  then  of  Maiden  ;  but  lu  after- 
wards removed  to  Rumuc>  Marsh  and  became  celebrated  as  an 
officer  and  a  wary  and  hardy  Indian  fighter  in  the  later  I  rcnch 
and  Indian  wars  at  the  eastward. 

From  the  original  journal  and  ledger  of  Captain  John  Hull, 
treasurer  for  the  war,  which  are  preserved  in  the  library  of  the 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  and  from  other 
sources,  I  have  compiled  the  following  list  of 

Maiden  and  Mystic  Side  Men  in  Philip*  s  War, 

Bacheler,  John,  may  have  been  of  Reading  but  is  among 
the  Maiden  men  in  the  list  of  grantees  of  Narragansett  No.  2,  in 
1732,  when  William  Willis  was  agent  for  his  heirs.*' 

Barkett,  James,  with  Capt.  Hutchinson  in  1675 ;  and  with 
Lieut  Hasey  of  the  Three  County  Troop  in  1675. 

Barrett.  John,  with  Maj.  Willard  in  1675;  with  Capt. 
Prentice  in  167$^;  and  with  Lieut.  Hasey  of  the  Three  County 
Troop  in  1676.  ' 

Barron,  Ellis,  with  Capt.  Sill  in  1676;  had  lived  at  Groton 
or  Lancaster  before  the  war,  but  was  credited  to  Maiden  in  the 
settlement  of  August  24,  1676. 


John  Floyd  was  of  Makkn  it)  1672, 
having  been  eailicr  at  L,fnn  or  Kutnncjr 
Mir<4h.  In  1674.  being  at  that  time 
about  ihirfy-six  ye.irs  of  age.  he  was 
presented,  with  others,  to  the  County 
Court,  by  John  Wayte,  constable,  to 
take  tbe  oath  of  fiderity.  Before  1683. 
he  removed  to  Rumney  Marsh,  where  he 
is  supposed  to  have  built  the  well-known 
h?«se  which  stood  until  recently  on  the 

northf'rlv  t<im\  to  the  br arb  in  RcviTo.  .1 
view  of  which  is  given  in  Mcmorhit  //is- 
tnyif  BMt9t$,  i.  490.  He  was  captain 
of  a  troop  in  M;iy,  \(fn.  when  he  vn^s 
ordered  to  march  tov^ard  I'istataqua. 
Soon  »fter  a  levy  of  four  hundred  men 
was  made,  a  portion  of  which  was  to  be 


posted  at  PDiismouth  under  his  com- 
mand His  active  service  was  at  the 
eastward.  His  arrest  in  i6<i2,  on  a 
charge  of  witchcraft,  is  elsewhere  men- 
tioned. He  died  at  Rumney  Marsh 
sometime  in  1701.  His  children  sold  to 
their  brother  Daniel,  in  1702,  the  farm 
of  nini.ty  .u.k--,  near  HIack  Ann's  corner, 
in  Maiden,  with  a  house  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Lynn  road,  west  of  the  rocks- 
N'e^rots,  Dick,  Harry.  Lydi.i,  and  five 
oth-rs  were  divided  with  his  personal 
property. 

Narragansett  No  2,  now  West- 
minster, was  one  of  the  seven  townships 
granted  to  the  soldier*  of  the  Namgan- 
sett  expedition. 
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Blaxchard,  Samuel,  of  Wilson's  Point,  with  Capt.  Cotler 
in  i67(S. 

BUCKNAM,  John,  with  Capt.  Henchman  in  1675 ;  and  with 
Capt.  Mosely  in  1675. 

BUCKNAM,  JOSES,  with  Capt  Wheeler  in  1676;  and,  perhaps, 
with  Capt  Henchman  in  1676. 

Call,  John,  with  Capt  Cutler  in  1676. 

Carter,  Robert,  with  Capt.  Cutler  in  1676;  credited  to 
Maiden  in  settlement  of  August,  1676. 

Chadwick,  James,  was  with  Capt  Mosely  and  was  wounded 
at  the  Swamp  Fight,  December  19,  1675.  was  the  James 
Cheak  whose  heirs  were  among  the  Maiden  grantees  of  Narra- 
gansett  No.  2. 

Chadwick,  John,  with  Capt  Sill  in  1675. 

Chamberlain,  Edmund,  with  Capt  Mosely,  and  was  killed 
at  the  Swamp  Fight,  1675. 

Chamberlain,  John,  impressed  November  30,  1675,  but 
Edmund  went  in  his  place;  was  in  garrison  at  Hadley  with 
Capt.  Turner  in  1676. 

Cole,  John,  impressed,  but  did  not  appear  at  Dedham,  Janu- 
ary  5, 167H. 

Dexter,  John,  with  Maj.  Willard  in  1676. 

DuNNi:!  L,  Thomas,  in  garrison  at  Groton  in  1675. 

Faulkner,  David,  Jr..  was  in  garrison  at  Dcdbam  in  July, 
1676,  with  his  father,  Uavid,  Sen.  They  had,  probably,  gone 
from  Boston,  but  they  were  credited  to  Dedham  in  the  settle- 
ment of  Atij^nst,  1676.  The  youn^^cr  man  afterwards  came  to 
that  part  of  M  iklcii  or  Boston  near  RI  ick  Ann's  Corner,  and 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  Faulkner  family  here. 

Flovd,  John.  lieutenant  under  Capt.  Henchman  in  1667; 
was  credited  to  Maiden  in  the  settlement  of  August,  1676.  See 
note  61. 

GreEiV,  IIenrv,  wa<5  with  I.icnt.  Hasey  of  the  Three  County 
Troop  in  1675;  with  Capt  Wheeler  in  1676;  was  lieutenant 
later  in  life. 

Green,  Joiix.  brother  of  Henry,  was  a  corporal  with  Lieut, 
Hascy  in  1675,  and  1676;  was  with  Maj.  Willard  in  1676,  and 
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with  Capt  Oakes  in  the  same  year.   He  was  captain  of  a  com> 

pany  later  in  life. 

Green,  Samuel,  youngest  brother  of  the  foregoing,  was  with 
Maj.  Willard  in  1676. 

Green,  William,  brother  of  the  foregoing,  was  a  corporal 
with  Lieut  Hasey  in  1675  and  1676;  was,  perhaps,  with  Capt 
Mosely  in  1675  ;  and  was  with  Maj.  Willard  in  1676,  Oppo- 
sition to  him  as  captain  of  the  Three  County  Troop  is  noted 
elsewhere,  ^^^^ 

Greenland,  Daniel,  was  with  Lieut  Hasey  in  1675;  with 
Capt.  Prentice  in  lOjyo't  and  with  Capt  Henchman  in  1676. 

Greenland,  John,  brother  of  Daniel,  was  with  Lieut  Hasey  ^ 
in  1675  ;  with  dpt.  Henchman  in  1676. 

Grovkr,  Simon,  was  in  garrison  at  Wading  River  in  1675; 
was  with  Capt.  Turner  at  Hadley  in  April,  i6j6,  and  was  at  the 
Falls  Fight  May  19,  1676;  was  with  Capt  Henchman  in  1676. 

Grovek,  Stephen,  was  at  Hadley  with  Capt  Turner  in  1676. 

GUPPY,  John,  was  with  Capt.  Prentice  in  167 ^'o- 

HavwarI)  {Hawanf,  Hoivnrd),  SamueL,  was  with  Capt 
Cutler  in  1676;  with  Capt.  Oakcs  in  1676, 

Kenicott,  Roger,  was  with  Capt  Mosely  in  1675.  He 
removed  from  Maiden  to  Swansea  in  1678. 

LaMSoN,  JoSEPM,  of  Mystic  Side,  was  with  Capt.  Turner  on 
the  Connecticut  River  in  March,  167^^,  then  aged  eighteen 
years- 

Larobv  (I.arrabi  i  ),  WiU.TAM.  was  with  Capt  Cutler  in  1676. 
Leroby  {Larrabcc^,  John,  was  in  garrison  at  Wading  River 
in  1675. 

Lynde,  John,  was  impressed,  January,  \6p/(i  \  "  hyres  pem- 
berton  in  his  Stead  ;  "  was  wi  th  Maj.  WII1ar4  in  1676. 
Martin,  John,  with  Capt.  Cutler  in  1676. 
May,  Thoma.s,  with  Capt  Mosely  in  December,  1675. 
MuDf;E,  James,  son  of  Thomas,  was  a  teamster  in  the  train, 
the  "Flower  of  Essex"  under  Capt.  Lathrop, 
from  Deerfield  to  Hadley,  September  18,  1675,  on 
which  day  he  was  killed  at  l^loody  Broolc. 

Mudge.  John,  brother  of  the  foregoing,  was  with  Capt  SiU 
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in  1675  ;  wilh  Capt.  Moscl\'  in  December,  1675  ;  and  was  the 
only  Maiden  survivor  of  the  Swamp  Fight  among  the  grantees 
of  Narragansctt  No.  2  in  1732. 

MUDGE,  George,  brother  of  the  foregoing,  was  impressed  in 
1675.  His  heirs  were  among  the  grantees  of  Narragansett 
No.  2. 

MuDGE,  Thomas,  brother  of  the  foregoing,  was  in  garrison 
at  Wading  River  in  1675  ;  was  with  Capt.  Mobcly  in  1675  ,  and 
with  Maj.  Willard  in  1676.  He  is  supposed  to  have  died  in  the 
service  or  soon  after  the  war. 

Mlzzev,  Benjamin,  was  with  Capt,  Prentice  in  167^^;  with 
Capt.  Henchman  in  1676.  He  lived  at  Rurancy  Marsh,  near 
Black  Ann's  Corner. 

Newberry,  Tryal,  was  at  Hadley  with  Capt.  Turner  in  1676; 
was  at  the  Falls  Fight,  May  19,  1676. 

Newhall,  Thomas,  was  with  Maj.  Willard  in  1676.  He  was 
a  lieutenant  later  in  life. 

Nichols*  James,  was  with  Capt  Cutler  in  1676. 

Paine,  Stephen.  One  of  this  name  was  with  Capt.  Prentice 
in  1675 ;  and  the  same,  or  another,  was  with  Capt.  Oakes  in 
1675  and  1676.  The  Mystic  Side  man  bore  this  name  in  cont- 
mon  with  several  then  living  in  New  England. 

Pearch,  Bernard.  This  otherwise  unknown  man  was  cre- 
dited to  Maiden  in  the  settlement  of  August  24,  1676."* 

Pemberton,  James,  was  with  Capt  Brattle  in  1676. 

Pembertox,  John,  was  with  Capt  Henchman  in  1675 ;  with 
Capt  Poole  in  1675 ;  and  with  Capt  Moseiy  in  1675  and  1676. 

Pratt.  John,  was  at  Hadley ;  and  was  at  the  Falls  Fight, 
May  19,  1676. 

Provender,  John»  was  with  Capt  Moseiy  in  December. 
i675.«* 

Ross,  J(JHN.  was  with  Capt  Moseiy  in  1675  and  1676;  with 
Lieut  Sweet  in  1676. 

Bernard  Peache  was  a  witness  at  ««  John  Provender  removed  to  Fra- 

the  trial  of  the  imf.<rtu;iate  Susanna  tninghain,  wht-rc  he  died  in  or  aboat 

Martin  of  Amesbur}-  at  Salem  in  1693.  1712,  leaving  descendants, 
lliere  was  a  fomily  of  the  name  in  the 
county  of  Essex. 
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Sarge\nt,  John,  was  at  Qtiabange  and  with  Maj.  Savage  in 
1676. 

Stanley,  John,  was  impressed  in  id7& 

Skinner,  Abraham,  was  with  Capt.  Prentice  in  1675.  His 
son  Abraham  was  his  representative  among  the  grantees  of 
Narragansett  Na  2  in  1752. 

Smith,  Peletiah,  was  in  garrison  at  Groton  in  1675. 

Sprague,  John,  was  with  Maj.  Willard  in  1676. 

SrRACrUK,  Jonathan,  was  in  garrison  at  Groton  in  1675  ;  was 
with  Capt.  Mosely  in  1675  and  1676;  and  with  Capt.  Hench- 
man in  1676.  His  son  John,  in  his  father's  right,  was  one  of 
the  grantees  of  Nanragansett  No.  2.  ; 

Sprague,  Phin'EAS,  was  with  Lieut  Hasey  of  tlie  Three 
County  Troop  in  1675  and  1676;  was  with  Maj.  Willard  in 
1676;  and  with  Capt  Wheeler  in  1676. 

Tufts,  James,  son  of  Peter;  removed  from  Maiden  to  Deer- 
field,  and  is  accounted  as  among  the  first  settlers  there  ;  was  in 
Capt.  Lathrop's  company,  and  was  killed  at  Bloody  Brook, 
September  18,  1675. 

Upham,  John,  was  the  "fatherless  and  friendless"  lad  from 
Barbadocs,  who  was  brought  up  by  Deacon  John  Upham.  He 
was  at  Hadley  with  Capt.  Turner  in  1676.  He  died  at  Charles- 
town,  November  27,  1677,  aged  thirty  years,  leaving  his  prop- 
erty to  his  betrothed  wife,  Elizabeth  Mousal.  except  a  musket 
to  Phincas,  the  eldest  son  of  Lictit.  Phincas  Uphani. 

Upham,  PhinEAS.    See  his  life  and  services  in  note  56. 

Way  rr  Alexander,  with  Lieut.  Cutler  in  1676.  He  died 
at  Maiden  in  168 1. 

WwTi:,  Capt.  John,  led  a  party  of  recruits  to  Marlborough 
in  Septcnilxr,  1675,  with  orders  to  take  command  of  a  foot 
company  under  Maj.  Pynchon  on  tlic  Connecticut,  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  Capt.  A|)j)leton. 

Wavtf.  JoifN,  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  with  Lieut.  Hasey 
of  the  Tlnce  County  Troop  in  1676. 

Wft.ch,  James,  was  impressed  in  December,  1675,  but  did 
not  appear. 

Wheeler,  Thcmas,  was  with  Lieut.  Hasey  in  1675  1676. 
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Wilson,  Joseph,  was  with  Capt.  Henchman  in  1675  I  ^^'^ 
Maj.  Willard  in  1676.    He  was  a  captain  later  in  life. 

Wilson,  Paul,  elsewhere  named  as  the  lover  of  Priscilla 
Upham,  was  with  Capt.  Sill  in  1675  and  1676.  He  had  married 
and  become  an  inhabitant  of  Charlestown. 

WlNSLAD  (ir/;/i/t?zf),  Jacob,  was  in  garrison  atGroton  in  1675. 

WiNSLAD  (  Window),  JaMES,  was  credited  to  Maiden  in  the 
settlement  of  August  24,  1676. 

WlNSLAD  (  IVi/ts/ow).  JoiLV,  was  with  Capt.  Mosely  in  1675 
and  1676;  was  with  Capt.  Cutler  in  1676.  His  son  John  re- 
ceived his  right  in  the  grant  of  Narragansett  No.  2. 

This  war,  which  was  closed  by  the  death  of  Philip,  at  Poka- 
noket,  August  12,  1676,  was  productive  of  much  suffering  in  ali 
parts  of  New  England;  but  not  to  such  an  extent  in  Maiden 
as  in  towns  nearer  the  frontiers.*^  There  are  extant  petitions 
which  portray  cases  of  individual  hardships  here  ;  and  fourteen 
families,  comprising  fifty-two  persons,  received  aid  in  this  town 
from  the  Irish  Charity,^  a  contribution  sent  from  Ireland  for 


•*  Original  and  recent  authorities  on 
the  subject  of  Philip's  War  are  those 
named  in  the  note  on  the  Narra- 
gansett Fight.  In  addition,  Drake, 
Origin  of  Indian  Wars,  prefixed,  as  an 
introduction,  to  his  second  edition  of 
the  Old  Indian  Chronicle,  should  be 
consulted ;  and  several  town  histories 
contain  matter  of  a  local  nature  in 
relation  to  Indian  hostilities. 

"  In  August,  1676,  "  the  Good  ship 
call''  the  Katherine  of  Dublin  "  sailed 
from  that  port  laden  with  "  rcleife  sent 
to  the  distressed  persons  in  New  Eng- 
land." She  arrived  in  the  harbor  of 
Hoston,  Sunday,  November  26.  Her 
cargo,  which  was  known  as  the  Irish 
Charity,  was  a  "Contribution  made  by 
divers  Christians  in  Ireland  for  the  re- 
Iciffe  of  such  as  are  Impoverished  Des- 
trcssed  and  in  Nessesitie  by  the  late 
Indian  Warr."  At  the  head  of  the 
subscril>ers  was  an  elder  brother  of  the 
Kcv.  Increase  Mather  of  the  Second, 
or  North,  Church  in  Hoston,  the  Kev. 
Nathaniel  Mather,  H.  C.  1647,  who  was 
then  the  pastor  of  a  church  in  Dublin. 


The  Rev.  John  Eliot  wTOtc,  in  the  Rox- 
bury  Church  Records .  — 

"month  9,  day  2j.  [1676.]  the  x»  b"» 
in  Dublin  in  Ireland  sent  a  gracious  gift 
of  charily  to  relive  such  as  suffered  in 
o'  late  warr,  the  ship  arrived  y'  day  at 
night  the  master  was  at  Boston  o.\  the 
SablK)th. 

"d.iy  27.  next  morning  a  dreadful! 
fire  broke  forth  in  Boston,  w*'  consumed 
many  dwelling  houses  &  many  rich 
shops  &  warehouses,  &  the  north  meet- 
ing house,  in  2  hnu's  time,  by  rc.ison  of 
a  V  feirce  wind,  the  history  w'off  I 
leave  to  oth's  to  describe,  but  this  is 
observable  y'  so  much  p'visions  was 
consumed.  &  so  many  pore  aded  to  suc'i 
as  were  made  pore  by  the  war.  y"  (though 
the  gift  was  only  dispenced  according  as 
it  wa8  given  to  such  as  w'  m.ide  jx're  by 
the  warr)  yet  the  scasonablencsse  of 
their  charity  wa<  very  much  magnifyed, 
and  a  crowne  of  beauty  was  set  upon 
the  head  of  their  charity  thereby."  Re- 
port  of  the  \ltoston\  Record  Commission' 
ers,  vi.  to?. 
In  a  spirit  of  true  charity,  the  cotv 
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the  relief  of  those  who  had  suffered.  The  following  papers  are 
characteristic  of  the  times. 

To  the  Hifffed  CpMfmll  nam  siitnig  m  Boston*  HumbU  petition 
oj  Hannah  Stanfy  in  bthaff  of  her  Husband  Jaf  Staniy  of  MeUdou 
Humbfy  sheweA 

Whereas  your  poor  petitioners  husband  hath  been  lately  impressed 

for  y*  service  of  the  country,  and  by  reason  of  a  lameness  in  his  joints 
is  utterly  incapacitated  lu  do  any  bcrvicc  for  the  (  (juntry  or  any  way  to 
endure  hardship  and  also  havemg  hired  a  tann  none  to  manage  his 
buisness  his  corn  lying  on  spoil:  for  want  of  tending,  his  four  children 
ill  &  weak  his  brother  haveing  been  out  in  the  service  nineteen  weeks 
abeady  at  Narraganset  and  at  Hadly  and  other  places  and  now  at 
home  not  able  to  carry  things  .  .  .  end  for  o'  sclvc?)  and  family's 
maintenance,  and  so  o'  wliulc  family  exposed  to  want  in  his  absence  if 
not  rumetl  with  other  reasons  move  yo'  petitioner  to  supplicate  yo'  hon's 
for  relief  by  haveing  my  hudiand  released  from  the  service,  and  yo'  pe- 
tition' shall  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray  for  y</  hem's  prosperity 

Hannah  ^rANLV.*' 


tributors  desired  "that  an  equall  respect 
bee  bad  to  all  godly  p'»ons  agreeing  in 
fundamentals  of  futb  &  order  though 
differing  about  the  subject  of  some  or 
dinanccs,  &  p'ticularly  that  godly  Anli- 
peodoha^ists  bee  not  excluded :  w**  wee 
till-  ritlivt  thus  perticularly  insert  be- 
cause sundry  reports  have  coint-  hiilitr 
aaggesting  that  godty  preons  of  ttiat 
p'swasion  have  been  severely  dealt 
withall  in  New  England,  &  also  because 
divers  of  that  pfswa^ion  in  thi^  Citty 
have  freely  &  very  Considerably  con- 
curred in  advaiiccing  this  releife."  They 
further  add:  "If  any  of  y  Indians  in 
New  England  who  have  adhered  to  the 
En?;Iish  in  the  present  Wanr bee  brought 
to  distress  by  their  barbarous  country 
men  we  desyre  that  they  may  by  no  meann 
bee  forgotten,  but  share,  respect  being 
had  to  their  condition  in  this  pr<  sen*, 
releife:  Especially  tho»e  of  ihcin  that 
are  of  y*  boushold  of  faith  wee  deayre 
m.iv  Tic  sitii^u'.ii  1\'  Li.irded." 

The  value  of  this  "releife"  and  iu 
distribution,  exclusive  of  what  may 
b:i  .  e  h  r  n  ^cnt  to  Connecticat  was  aa 
follows :  — 


Amount  paid  for  freight  .  .  .  •  4J0  o  o 
TeHwet  in  M.i»'>.ichu»etti  Colony  .  V  t  jo 
M      M   ••  plynioath  Colony     .   .       u«  ro  o 

Zvsr  o  o 

Th«  amount  paid  to  the  Ualden  fam* 

ili.  s  w  ts  i&.  Cf.  N.  £.  Hia.  and 
UfnUiiL  A'<^'..  ii,  24 5-^50. 

The  brend  iliruwii  upon  the  watera 
was  returned  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  years  later,  when  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Jamestown  sailed  from  Bostoii  har- 
bor freighted  with  provUions  for  tbc 
starving  people  of  Ireland. 

^'  Miifs.  An/th'tf,  Ixix.  80.  John 
Stanley  is  otherwise  unknown  to  me. 
It  appeals  that  he  had  recently  hired 
a  farm  in  Maiden:  and  it  may  !>•  that 
he  was  one  who  had  come  in  from  the 
frontier  with  hia  family  for  security. 
r)iH-siplioriis  St.Tiiley  ua.>,  with  Moscly 
in  the  Narragansett  campaign  and  with 
Captahi  William  Turner  on  the  Con- 
necticut River  in  Apt:!.  1676.  Savage 
•ays  he  was  of  koxbury,  and  he  may 
lutve  been  the  brother  who  is  mentioned 
In  the  petition. 
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To  the  Hon'ed  council  sitting  in  Boston  the  HumbU  Ftrtishon  of 
Mary  Ross  of  Mald&n  ht  behatf  of  her  Husband  Humbfy  skiWtA 

Whereas  your  [Ktitioners  Husband  hath  now  for  a  long  time  bin  out 
in  the  countrys  service  against  the  barbarous  heathen  under  the  comand 
of  captain  Samuell  Mosely  at  y*  Narraganset,  &  being  antient,  sick  & 
crasey  necr  threescore  yeares  of  age,  none  to  manage  his  buisenesc  at 
Home,  my  self  and  family  being  iu  u  suffering  condition,  our  land  lyin^' 
untild  at  Home  and  some  other  considerashons  moveth  yo'  pctitionei 
Humbly  to  beg  that  fiivor  of  yo^  Hon**  that  my  Husband  may  be  freed 
from  the  present  service,  and  may  return  to  his  family  again  who  are  in 
j;reat  want  through  his  absence  and  yd'  petitishoner  shall  dayly  pray  for 
yo'  Hon"  &  the  countrys  prosperiQr 

Marv  Ross* 

About  this  time  Maiden  had  not  only  her  portion  of  the 
troubles  caused  by  the  war  to  bear,  but  a  contagious  disease, 
the  nature  of  which  I  cannot  discover,  pervaded  the  town.  In 
the  year  1674  I  have  the  record  of  thirteen  deaths,  and  in  1676 

of  nine  deaths,  while  during  the  remaining  eight  years  of  that 
decade  I  lind  but  eighteen.  Beyond  the  fact  of  an  excessive 
mortalit)'  in  the  two  years  mentioned,  I  find  but  little  to  indicate 
the  existence  of  this  disease.  Mr.  Lewis  on  the  authority  of  a 
leaf  of  a  Bible  says,  "  [1676.  J  there  was  a  great  sickness  this 
year;  "^'^  antl  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the 
Rev.  John  Russell  to  the  Rev.  Increase  Mather,  dated  at  Hadley, 
April  18,  1677,  indicates  that  it  was  carried  to  the  frontier. 

My  poor  family  h:ith  thro  the  Lord's  goodncsse  escaped  the  ron- 
taginn  and  frequently  deadly  disease  among  us;  the  same  I  thmke 
that  hath  beene  some  yeers  at  Maldon,  &  as  1  judge  brought  hither  by 
some  souldiers  of  that  town,  who  were  first  taken  ill  here,  and  then  it 
went  furthest  in  these  &  the  neighbo  ing  fomilies ;  having  beene  almost 
wholly  in  one  end  of  our  Town ;  the  other  end  almost  quite  free.'' 

It  was  not  war  and  disease  alone  which  afflicted  the  men  and 
women  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  closing  years  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  In  the  gloom  and  terror  of  the  days  of  1692, 
when  the  delusion  and  insanity*  which  reached  its  strongest 
development  in  Salem  threatened  to  spread  over  New  England, 

•*  Afatt.  Archivtt,  Ixviii.  205.  The  "  Lewis,  History  Lynn,  265. 
petitioner  was  wife  of  John  Roas  and  Uau.  HiU,  CoU.,  xsxviiL  79. 
daughter  of  James  Barrett. 
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Maiden,  in  the  persons  of  its  inhabitants,  did  not  wholly  escape. 
Elizabeth  Fosdick  of  Maiden  and  Elizabeth  Paine  of  Mystic 
Side  were  arrested  and  placed  in  Salem  jail  on  a  charge  of 
witchcrafts  said  to  have  been  practised  on  the  bodies  of  those 
oiuch-bewitched  young  reprobates,  Mercy  Lewis  and  Mary 
Warren  of  Salem  Village.  Peter  Tufts  of  Mystic  Side,  who 
many  times  during  a  long  life  appears  in  the  court  records  and 
files,  and  not  always  as  a  desirable  neighbor,  also  complained 
of  them. 

CmnptaiHiv*  EST  Fosduk  6*  EU^  Paiiu. 

Salem  May  the  50^  169a. 

Lt  N'lthanicl!  putnam  and  Joseph  Whipple  both  of  Salem  Village 
made  Compl.tiiu  in  behalfe  of  theire  majes"  against  Elizabeth  ffosdick 
of  Maulden  ilie  wife  of  John  ffosiUc  k  afores**  Carpenter  &  Klizabeth 
pame  otf  Charistown  ii»e  wife  of  Stephen  paine  of  s**  place  husband- 
man for  sundry  acts  of  Witchcraft  by  ^em  Committed  Lately  on  the 
bodys  of  Marcy  Lewis  and  Maty  Wazreo  of  Salem  Uillage  or  farmes 
to  theire  great  hurt  therefore  craues  Justice. 

NArHANFM,  Putnam. 

JOSKPH  WHIPPLE. 

The  abouesayd  Complaint  was  Exhibited  before  vs  Salem  May  the 
30^^  1693. 

John  Hathofnt  ) 

JOX  VritAN'  (  OKW  IN  I 

peter  Ttift  of  Charistown  also  api)earftl  before  vs  Salem  June  2''  1692 
and  al>o  Coinplained  against  bulh  y'  aboues'  for  acts  of  Witchcraft  by 

them  Committed  on  his  negro  Woman. 

The  mark  of 
Peter  -|-  Tufts 

Warrant  v,  EHtabtth  Fosdiek  6*  EUtabttit  FAint, 

To  the  Marshall  or  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  or  dep* 
You  are  in  theire  Majest'  names  hereby  requlroil  to  apprehend  and 
bring  before  vs  at  Salem  forthwith  or  as  soon  as  may  Ijc  Elizabeth 
ffosdick  the  wife  of  John  ffosdick  of  Maiildcn  Carpenter  and  Elizabeth 
paine  the  wife  of  Stephen  paine  of  Charlestowne  husbandman,  for 
sundry  acts  of  Witchcraft  by  them  Committed  Lately  on  Bodjrs  of 
Marcy  Lewis  Maiy  Warren  &f  of  Salem  Village  or  farmes  to  theire 
great  hurt  and  Tnj  iry  accord'  to  Complaint  Exhibited  before  vs 
appears,  fail  not,  Dated  S^em  June  the  2 '  \(\<)2: 

TOHN  HaTHORNF.     \  ^     .  . 

Jonathan  Coruln  { 


r 
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I  doe  Appoint  Sam'  Gibson  of  Cambridge  To  Seme  this  warrant  To 
Effect.  June  1693. 

Sa-M"^"-  GoOKlN  Marsh  /or  Mdiix, 

June  2*  1692.  J  haae  Apprehended  the  aboue  named  Elizebeth 
paine  and  delivered  her  onto  the  Shetiff  of  the  Counter  of  Essex  atk 
Salem  in  y*  County  afores  in  order  to  h(  r  v  iinination  and  waite  in 
expectation  of  the  above    Elizabeth  Fosdick  by  mee. 

June  3,  92  J  haue  all  so  apprehended  the  body  of  Elizabeth  flbsdick 
of  noauldin  and  delivered  her  to  the  above  said  Sheriff  of  Essex, 

Sam"-"-  Gibsov  i'  mar''  dtp}^ 

A  warrant  was  issued  at  the  same  time  against  Cajjtain  John 
Floyd,  who  had  removed  from  Maiden  to  Rumncy  Marsh. 
DurinjT  the  examination  of  Abigail  Faulkner  of  Andovcr,  at 
Salem,  August  11, 

Phelpses  daughter  complayned  her  afflicting  her :  btit  she  dcnyed 
that  she  had  any  thing  to  doe  with  witchcraft :  she  s'^  flalkn'  had  a  cloth 
in  iier  hand,  that  when  !>he  squeezed  in  her  hand  y'  atHicted  fell  into 
grevotts  fits  as  was  observed :  y*  afflicted  sayd  Dan"  Eames  and  Capt 
ffloyd  was  upon  that  cloth  when  it  waa  upon  y*  table.^ 

By  such  whimsicalities  were  judges  and  jurois  overwhelmed. 
The  cases  of  Fosdick  and  Paine  brought  the  question  of  the 
reality  of  diabolical  possessions  to  the  homes  of  Maiden ;  and 
it  was  not  strange  that  some  one  was  soon  found  who  was  able 
to  impose  upon  Ae  credulity  of  the  public,  as  the  children 
and  girls  of  Salem  Village  had  shown  the  way.  This  ready  in- 
strument was  found  in  the  person  of  Mary  Marshall,  whose 
husband,  Edward,  had  recently  died.  It  may  have  been  the 
weakness  of  age  or  sickness  and  grief  which  put  the  cruel  fan- 
tasies into  her  head. 

Lydia  Dustin,  the  widow  of  Josiah  Dustin  of  Reading,  a 
woman  of  eighty  years,  had  been  arrested  in  May  for  **  Witch- 
craft done  or  Comitted  by  her  upon  y*  Bodys  "  of  the  afflicted 
persons  at  Salem  Village.  Mary  Marshall  had  lived  in  Reading 
and,  apparently,  had  been  intimate  with  Lydia  Dustin  and  the 
others  whom  she  afterwards  accused.  Her  afflictions  began 
upon  the  day  when  Dustin  was  taken  to  Salem  and  continued 
for  several  months.   It  does  not  appear  that  she  accused  alt  her 

"  IVitchtra/t  Papers  in  Clerk's  Office  at  Salem,  in  I9C9.  ^  Ibid. 
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tormentors  at  once ;  but  the  list  of  her  victims,  at  the  end, 
included  L\  dia  Uustin  and  her  daughter,  Mary,  the  widow  of 
Adam  Coison,  a  former  schoolmaster  of  Reading,  Mary,  the  wife 
ot  Seabred  Taylur,  and  Jane,  the  widow  of  Georj^c  Lillcy,  also  a 
former  schoohiianter,  all  of  Reading.'^  Coison,  Lillcy,  and 
Taylor  were  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  Salem,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1692.  The  minutes  of  the  examination  of  Mary  Coison 
are  as  follows :  — 

Mnry  (Vjullsun  you  are  here  accused  for  afflicting  m''  mary  marsli.ill 
by  witchcraft  m"  marshal  with  divers  fell  down  at  her  coming  into  y= 
court  ^  Couleson  helped  m**  maishall  up  by  a  touch  of  her  hand :  but  s*^ 
CouUson  l'  she  never  hurt  s<  marshall  in  her  life :  m"  marshal  was  asked 
how  long  coulson  had  afflicted  her :  she  s**:  at  times :  she  hid  afflicted 
her  ever  since  her  mother  Dasiin  had  been  in  prison  &  that  slie  did  it  in 
vindication  of  her  mother  these  3  :  'I'aylor  :  Lilly  &  CouUson  came  to  me 
&  s*^  though  m'  pearpont  sang  that  Psalm :  god  will  be  a  husband  to 
y'widdow:  bothewould  be  wme  to  me  they  said;  they  told  me  also:  if  J 
had  served  their  god  my  husband  had  been  alive  yett :  but  s*  CouUson  was 
bid  to  look  on  y*  afflicted  persons :  and  some  of  the  afflicted  w  is  bid  to 
look  on  her  :  and  Eliz  Booth  :  George  Roothes  wife  Allii  e  Booth  :  with 
others  :  was  struck  down  with  her  look  &  aftlieted  :  helped  up  :  & 
was  well  by  a  touch  of  CouUsons  hand  :  they  were  asked  when  they 
were  well  agayn  who  hurt:  them  &  s*^  it  was.CouIbon  it  was  told  ' 
Cottllson :  it  was  evident  that  she  acted  witchcraft  now  before  them : 
&  it  was  like  to  apear  that  she  had  a  hand  in  w"  Hoopers  Death  &  in 
Ed  marshals  death :  but  she  s*'  if  she  should  confes  she  should  be  ly  her 
selfe : " 

At  the  examination  of  Jane  Liltey  several  of  the  afflicted  per- 
sons were  stricken  down  as  she  came  into  the  room,  as  they  had 
been  in  the  presence  of  Coison. 

Mary  Warin  Allic  e  llooth  &  Susanna  Post  &  m"  mary  marshall  was 
asked  who  struck  them  down  :  they  nn<;wered  y'  it  was  s'  Lilly  Jt  was 
s'  to  her :  Jane  Lilly  you  are  accused  for  .ifflicting  m"  mary  Marshall  by 
witchcraft :  &  now  you  have  hurt  many  others :  now  you  have  oppertun> 
ity  to  tell  tmth;  in  diis  matter:  bnt  slie  answered  the  truth  was  she 
knew  nothing  of  it  nor  was  she  sensible  y*  she  was  in  y*  Devills  snare.'* 

Lydia  Dustin  was  indicted  and  brought  before  the  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature  at  Charlestown,  January  31,  169;^.  The 
record  of  her  indictment  and  trial  is  as  follows:  — 

"  Suffolk  Court  tiUs,  xxxU.  2710,  2714.  7*  Ibid.,  2714.  "  Ibid. 
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!  iitiAH  Da.siin  of  Rf'ling  in  the  County  of  Midlescx  widou-  being 
In<ii<  tt  il  by  the  Inrors  ftbr  our  Soveraigne  Jxjrd  and  Ln<iy  the  King  & 
Queen  upon  ilicir  oaths  upon  one  Indictment.    That  is  to  say. 

For  that  shee  the  said  Lydia  Dastio  of  RediDg  in  the  County  of 
Midlesex  widow  on  or  about  the  second  day  of  May  in  the  year  169  s 
and  divers  other  days  and  times  as  wdl  before  as  after  Certaine  destesl- 
able  Arts  called  Witrhmfts  and  sorceries  wickedly  ma!Iifi(Ui-,ely  -xwA 
ffcloneou?»!y  hnth  used  practised  and  cxcrci>t,d  at  and  in  the  l  uwuc  ot 
Maiden  in  the  County  of  Midlesex  aforesaid  upon  an  against  one  .Mary 
Marshall  by  which  wicked  Arts  the  said  Mary  Marshall  the  day  and 
year  aforesaid  &  divers  other  dayes  and  times  as  well  before  as  after 
was  afflicted  Tortured  Tormented  ronsmned  pined  &  Wasted  Contrary 
to  the  pence  of  Our  Sovereigne  Ixjrd  and  I-idy  the  King  and  Queen 
their  (  rowne  and  dignity  and  the  Lawes  in  that  case  made  and 
provided 

Upon  the  aforesaid  Indictment  the  said  Lidia  Dastin  was  then  and 
there  before  the  lustices  of  our  Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and  Queen 
aforesaid  arraigned  and  upon  her  Arraigem!  did  then  and  there  the 
day  and  year  aforesaid  I'lead  Not  Guilty  and  put  her  selfe  upon  tryall 

by  God  and  the  Country. 

A  lury  being  called  Saimicl  Green  foreman  and  accordingly  sworne  no 
exception  being  made  by  the  prisoner  the  said  Indictment  being  rc.id, 
together  with  the  Evidences  and  Examinations  and  the  prisoners 
defence  being  heard  The  lury  went  out  to  i^ree  on  their  verdict,  who 
returning  did  then  and  there  in  open  Court  deliver  their  verdict.  That 
the  said  Mdia  Dastin  was  Not  Guilty  of  the  ffelnny  by  Witchcraft  for 
wicb  she  stood  Indicted  in  and  by  the  s''  Jndictm! 

The  Court  Orderd  the  »aiii 
Lydia  Dastin  to  be  dis- 
charged paying  her  flees  ^ 

'  '  *  '  Phincas  Spraguc,  who  died  at  Maiden,  January  23,  169^'!,  left 
/C(  )  a  widow,  Sarah  (Hascy),  and  a  daughter,  Martha,  and  other  /ji 
children.  The  widow  soon  married  Moses  Tyler,  and  those  of 
her  children  who  were  unmarried  appear  to  have  removed  with 
her  to  a  new  home  in  Andover  or  Boxford.  The  daughter, 
Martha,  became  prominent  as  an  accuser  and  witness  in  the 
witchcraft  cases  and  with  Rose  Foster.  Abigail  Martin,  and 
others  formed  a  band  of  afflicted  ones,  whose  work  was  quite  as 
busily  and  persistently  performed  as  that  of  the  Salem  circle. 

™  Records  of  Superior  Court  of  Jiidi-  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  she  would 
Witer*  {Charlestown,  J.inuan-  31, 169^5  ).    have  been  huQg. 

L  35.  Had  she  been  tried  at  the  S|>ecial 
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Among  their  earliest  victims  were  Mary  Barker  and  William 
Barker,  both  of  Andover,  who  each  confessed.    The  latter  was 

a  boy  of  fourteen  years  and  a  precious  rascal.  At  his  examina- 
tion he  said  he  hated  the  devil  uid  that  there  "  was  such  aload 
upon  his  stomach  that  he  could  not  speak;  "  but  he  told  a  won- 
derful story  and  managed  to  implicate  six  persons,  whose  names- 
were  endorsed  upon  the  back  of  the  examination  as  accused 
persons  by  the  ready  magistrates.  One  of  these  was  Samuel 
WardwcU,  who  was  hanged  at  Salem,  September  22,  1692;  and 
another  was  Mary  Parker,  who  suffered  at  the  same  time.  Both 
of  these  persons  were  indicted  for  their  **  detestable  arts  "  against 
Martha  Spragiic.  Of  the  others  who  were  accused  by  her, 
Abigail  Faulkner  and  Sarah,  the  widow  of  Sanuiel  Wardwell, 
were  condemned  but  not  executed;  and  a  number  were  tried 
and  diseharged.  The  examination  of  Rebecca  Johnson,  who 
was  accused  by  Sprague,  is  worthy  of  attention  for  a  bit  of  folk- 
lore which  it  preserves. 

Sept  The  Examination  of  Rebecca  Johnson,  widow.  Taken  before 
16'J^  Hauthorn  Esq'  «3^'  other  their  iiutjest"  lustices 

She  ticnyed  what  she  was  accused  of,  But  she  acknowledged  the  turn- 
ing of  the  Sieve,  in  her  house  by  her  daughter,  whom  ^e  desyred  to 
try  if  her  brother  moses  Haggat  was  alive  or  dead  —  and  that  if  the 
Sieve  turned  he  was  dead  and  so  the  Sieve  did  turn,  And  my  daughter 
said  that  m'  Bernards  maid  told  her  the  way.  The  words  used  wrre, 
P.v  Saint  Peter  \.  Sunt  Paul  if  Haggat  be  dead  Let  this  Sieve  turn 
round  ;  &  so  it  did  — 

Elizabeth  the  wife  of  George  Booth  was  struck  down  by  the  said 
widow  Johnsons  looking  upon  her,  and  martha  Sprague  she  saw  the 
s**  widow  lohnson  afflict  her  and  Rose  foster  saw  the  same  and  further 
th.it  said  Johnsons  apparition  told  them  she  Intended  to  spoyle  George- 
Booths  wifes  child 

The  s"*  widow  Johnson  upon  her  examination  as  was  fudged  afflicted 
Sprague  &  foster  into  fitts  and  by  her  touch  recovered  them  againe 
maitba  Sprague  and  Rose  foster  said  they  saw  s^  Rebeck  Johnson  afflict 
Abigail  martin  &  dice  Booth  — 

alice  Booth  said  she  saw  s'^  Johnson  afflict  her  sister  booth  and  that  she 

«»aw  her  at  our  house  pnrtake  of  the  fsacram' 

—  R(jse  foster,  alice  booth  martha  Sprague  said  they  saw  the  deviil 
stand  before  her  and  also  before  her  daughi:" 

"  Suffolk  Court  Filfi,  xxxii.  2707. 
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Martha  Sprague  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  she  began  the 
wanton  accusations  which  brought  suffering  and  death  to  her 
innocent  victims.  She  was  afterwards  married  to  Richard 
Friend,  a  seaman,  of  Salem,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  her  after 
life  was  more  free  from  sin  than  her  youth  had  been. 

A  Maiden  woman  is  mentioned  in  the  following  paper  as  one 
who  consorted  with  witches;  but  how  far  she  was  implicated  is 
not  now  known. 

The  E.xaniinaHon  of  Sarah  Coles  of  Lyrine  Otfy^—j  —  j6g2 
She  saith  y'  y*  same  night  Capt  Osgoods  wife  wns  examined  —  ^he 
s:uv  \'.\\z:  Colston  &  Abrah.  Coles  wife  come  into  her  house  personnliy 
to  her  apprehension  and  J  no.  Wilkinsons  wife  ot  maiden  one  ot  her 
sisters  &a  litde  Girle  ^  did  not  know,  about  lo  yeare  old  one  of  them 
had  a  piece  of  board  w*  nails  in  it  thro  the  board  at  the  end  about  « 
foot  long  as  broad  as  her  hand.  That  one  of  her  children  was  sorely 
afflicted  at  y'  time,  and  s"*  one  of  them  did  strike  her  in  y'  head  w" 
board  —  They  seemed  to  turn  side  ways  and  so  were  gone,  w'**  was 
about  midnight  —  The  child  was  aftlicted  till  Abr  Coles  wife  was  Uiken 
up  — The  beginning  of  y*  affliction  in  our  family  was  upon  a  fast  day 
about  a  month  ago  Abrah  Coles  wife  was  at  my  house  she  Commended 
my  children  much  for  pretty  children  &  they  w»  both  taken  sick  my  boy 
&  girle,  Girle  s'  she  saw  A.  Coles  wife  afflict  her  seuerall  times^  had 
pins  thrust  mto  her  was  hit  scratched  had  a  blow  on  her  nose  w** 
caused  her  nose  to  run  down  w**"  blood  y*  last  fit  my  child  h  id  and  Com- 
plained of  her  aunt  Cole  was  when  s'*  A.  Coles  wife  was  brought  to 
Salem  One  night  being  in  bed  J  was  sorely  afflicted,  &  saw  a  ball  of  fire 
J  arose  to  sec  w»  was  the  matter  before  J  got  a  light  it  went  away  —  the 
last  thing  J  saw  was  a  dog  w'^  ]  went  to  strike  w*  aspadc  and  was  brat 
down  my  selfe  this  was  about  a  week  ago.  The  dog  went  out  at  a  crack 
in  y*  side  of  the  lioiise.'" 

The  witchcraft  delusion  or  imposture  was  productive  of  no 
serious  results  in  Maiden,  save  that  the  inhabitants  must  have 
experienced  their  part  of  the  fear  and  sorrow  which  pervaded 
New  Eng[!and.  The  action  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature 
that  superseded  tlie  Special  Court  of  Oyer  and  l\'rminer.  which 
owed  its  bloody,  thouL;h  brief,  existence  to  the  witchcraft  cases, 
and  the  rcturnini;  sense  of  the  people,  working  upward  from  the 
body  of  the  commonalty  and  acting  upon  juries  and  judi^cs, 
happily  put  an  end  to  the  excitement ;  and  a  general  jail  de- 

^*  Suffolk  Court  FUts,  xxxit.  27 1 2. 
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livery  released  those  who  survived.  This  burning  flame  of  sup- 
erstition and  deception  returned  no  more  to  plague  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  Bay;  and  the  futile  efforts  of  Cotton  Mather 
and  others  to  revive  its  dying  embers  were  met  with  ridicule 
and  scorn.  But  a  terrible  weight  rested  on  the  consciences  of 
the  accusers  and  judges  and  jurors,  which  caused  many  a  bitter 
cry  for  mercy  and  humble  plea  for  forgiveness. 

It  is  not  known  what  part,  if  any,  Mr.  Wigglcsworth  took  in 
the  affair  of  1692 ;  but  what  he  thought  of  it  a  few  months  be- 
fore his  death,  when,  "  with  a  weak  body,  and  trembling  hand,*' 
he  wrote  his  testimony,  may  be  gathered  from  his  letter  to  the 
Rev.  Increase  Mather. 

Rev^  ^  Dear  S'  —  I  am  right  well  assured  that  both  your  sell,  your 
son  &  the  rest  of  our  Bretheren  with  you  in  Boston  have  a  deep  sence 
upon  your  spirits  of  the  awfull  qrmptoms  of  divine  displeasure  that  we 

lie  under  at  this  Day,  both  in  respect  of  this  long  and  SO  oft  renewed 
warr,  that  haih  been  so  chargeable  &  rlistructive  to  ns.  nnd  a!w  now  in 
this  sore  drought  which  hath  already  brought  a  famine  ui>un  our  Catle, 
and  is  like  to  bring  a  greater  upon  our  selves,  unless  Go<l  appear 
spedtly  for  us:  I  doubt  not  bat  you  ate  all  endeavouring  to  find  out 
and  discover  to  the  people  the  causes  of  Gods  Controversy,  and  how 
they  are  to  be  removed,  to  help  forward  this  difficult  and  necessary 
work,  give  me  leave  to  impart  ".nme  of  my  serious  solemn  thoughts. 
I  fear  <  anion cr^'t  our  many  other  pr'  Aocations)  that  (iod  haih  a  Con- 
troversy with  us  alxjui  what  was  done  in  the  time  ol  the  \\  iichcrafi.  I 
fear  that  innocent  blood  hath  been  shed ;  &  that  many  have  had  their 
hands  defiled  ihcrwith.  I  believe  our  Godly  Judges  did  act  Conscien- 
tiously, according  to  what  they  did  apprehend  then  to  be  sufficient 
Proof:  But  since  that,  have  not  the  Devils  impot;ttires  appeared?  & 
thit  most  of  the  C;omi>lainers  Arnscrs  were  acted  Ijv  hiin  in  giving 
their  teblimonies.  He  it  then  that  it  was  done  ignorantiy.  i'aul,  a 
Pharisee,  persecuted  the  chu[r]ch  of  God,  shed  the  blood  of  Gods 
saints,  &  yet  obtained  mercy,  because  he  did  it  in  ignorance ;  but  how 
doth  he  bewnill  it,  and  shame  him  self  for  it  before  God  and  men  after- 
wards. I.  Tim  :  1  :  13.  16.  I  think  and  ;t!n  verily  porswaded  God  ex- 
pects that  we  do  the  like,  in  order  to  our  oblaiuini,'  Ins  pardon  :  I  mean 
by  a  Publick  and  solemn  acknowledgment  of  it,  and  humiliation  for  it,& 
the  more  partkiularly  &  personaly  it  is  done  by  all  tcax  have  been  acM ; 
the  more  pleasing  it  will  be  to  God,  and  more  efTectual  to  turn  away  his 
Judgments  from  the  Land,  and  to  prevent  his  Wrath  from  falling  upon 
the  persons  and  families  of  such  as  have  been  most  Concerned. 

St 
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I  know  this  is  a  NoU  Me  tan^rt,  but  what  shall  we  do?  roust  we 
pine  away  in  our  iniquities,  rather  than  boldly  declare  the  Counsel  of 

God,  who  tells  ns,  Isaia :  i  :  15,  when  you  make  m:\ny  prayers  I  will 
not  hear  you,  your  hnnfl'^  are  full  of  blood?  Tht  rofore  (lod  Commands 
you  and  me  &  all  our  icliow  LaLnjurcrs  ui  the  Ministry,  Cry  aloud,  spare 
no^  lift  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet.   Isai.  58,  i. 

Moreover,  if  it  be  true  as  I  have  been  often  informed,  that  the  fam- 
ilies of  such  as  were  Condemned  for  supiwsed  witchcraft,  have  been 
ruined  by  taking  away  and  making  havoke  of  their  e'^tates,  &  Leaving 
them  nothing'  for  their  rekilT,  T  believe  the  whole  Country  lies  imder  a 
Curse  to  this  day,  and  will  du,  till  some  effectual  course  be  taken  by 
our  honored  Govemour  &  Generall  Court  to  make  them  some  amends 
and  reparations.  If  it  be  objected,  our  charges  are  exceding  great  and 
heavy  already,  and  we  cannot  add  to  them.  P.ut  what  if  this  veny 
thing  be  none  of  the  least  of  those  evill  tfiin^^  t'lat  \\wv  lnouglit  us 
undt-r  these  sorrowfiill  circmnstances  ;  and  that  ttiry  l  amioi  l>c  remov  ed 
till  we  have  put  away  this  evill?  If  the  thing  wi  ic  agreed  upon,  tmie 
might  be  taken  for  the  performance  of  it  Gradualy,  as  God  shall  enable 
us :  and  I  am  perswaded  God  would  soon  make  us  able,  if  we  were  but 
willing.  Sir,  I  desire  you  would  Communicate  these  my  thoughts  to  the 
Rev*'  Mr.  Willard  and  the  rest  of  our  Brethcren  in  the  ministry,  as  you 
shall  have  oportunity,  and  if  they  do  Concurr  in  their  ai)prehen>ionis, 
that  then  it  might  be  humbly  spread  before  his  Excellency ;  and,  if  he 
see  Cause,  before  the  Generall  Assembly  at  their  next  sessions.  I  have, 
with  a  weak  body,  and  trembling  hand,  endeavored  to  leave  my  testi> 
mony  before  I  leave  the  world  ;  and  having  left  it  with  you  (my  Re\'^ 
bretheren)  I  hope  I  shall  lea\  e  this  life  with  more  peace,  when  God 
seeth  meet  to  cnl!  me  hence. 

I  remain  your  i  aiilitul  incnd  &  fellow  Watchman  m  the  I>ord, 

Michael  WiocLESwoimi.. 

Maldon,  $  month,  as  day,  1704.** 

1*  Mats,  ffiit.  CM^  xnniU.  64.5. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS  AND  COMMON  LANDS. 

AS  has  been  stated,  the  loss  of  the  early  records  of  the  town 
deprives  the  antiquary  of  much  which  would  ilhistratc 
the  beginning  and  early  i^rowth  of  Maiden.  It  is  not  until  after 
the  close  of  riiilip's  War  that  the  records,  as  tlicy  now  exist, 
assist  in  rehabilitating;  the  dry  bones  of  the  past.  The  first 
entry  is  that  of  a  regular  annual  meeting  of  election,  wherein  is 
found  all  the  machinery  of  an  early  New  Enpjland  town  as  it 
had  developed  out  of  the  germ  of  church  organization.  There 
are  the  Ave  townsmen,  or  chosen  men,  who  came  to  be  called 
Mlectmen;  the  constables;  and  last,  though  not  least,  perhaps, 
in  the  body-politic,  those  whose  office  it  was  "to  see  to  swine 
order," — the  hog-constables,  or  hog-rceves  of  a  later  day, 

30.  10.  78  .^tt  a  gcncrnll  meeting  of  y*  all  y'  Johabitants:  Deacon 
John  vpphain  was  chosen  moderate' 

fwikstf  Allexand'  Waite  &  Willm.  Leraby :  chosen  Const. 
J<^  Wayte.  L*.  John  Sprague  \ 
Corpo'll  John  Green  :  Co'n'.  wUL  Green  vsele*  men. 
and  Ensigne  Thomas  Lynds.  ) 
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John  Paul!  :  lohn  Snragnc  in'  ) 

John  Scholly,  Jonathan  Kiiohcr ) 

James  Chadwick  &  John  Sargen' :  -»veiw"  offences. 

Joseph  Wayte  &  Tho.  Newhall  —  to  see  to  swine  ord'. 

A  little  more  than  two  months  later  a  change  was  made  in 
the  time  of  holding  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  town 
officers,  u  hicli  liad  formerly  been  on  the  last  Monday  in  Decern-* 
ber,  it  being  voted :  — 

[2*  day  i*  mo.  16789]  That  y*  Genetall  Towne  Meeting  for  y* 
Choyce  of  f  Publiq  office's  in  the  Towne.  viz:  Sel'men  constaUa 
s'veio's  &c.  form'ly  stated  on  y*  last  second  day  in  the  10"*  m°:  Shall 
Henceforth  be  on  the  secontl  second  day  of  y'  first  month  from  year 
to  year.  Any  furra'  order  or  Custom  to  y*^^  contrary  not^vithstanding. 
And  all  &  any  p'son  concemd  therin  is  to  take  notice  therof  without 
any  pHiculajr  warning  on  penal^:  as  formerly:  namly  iS.  pence,  to 
be  paid  by  euery  p^son  y*  shall  neglect  to  appeare  at  the  aflbrs'  time 
to  be  leuied  by  y*  constabl  for  the  vse  of  y*  towne. 

On  the  day  thus  fixed,  the  second  Monday  in  March,  the 
meetings  were  held  for  about  twenty  years,  when  it  was  chanj;ed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  March,  which  remained  the  annual  town 
meeting  day  until  1 857,  when  by  a  previous  \  oie  of  the  town  it 
was  changed  to  the  third  Monday  of  the  same  month.  The 
time-honored  date  \vas  resumed  in  1874,  and  was  fijllowed,  in 
1879,  b\-  the  first  Tuesday.  The  latter  day  remained  during 
the  brief  continuance  of  the  town  e^ovcrnment. 

The  records  are  now  full  of  quaint  entries  that  indicate  a 
general  advance  in  the  prosperity  u  hich  the  sturdy  yeomanry 
were  shaping  out  of  the  wilderness.  Roads  were  laid  out 
or  made  more  definite,  commons  were  surveyed  and  divided, 
provision  was  made  for  the  support  of  the  ministry,  and  regula- 
tions for  the  preservation  and  advancement  of  morals  and  prop- 
erty were  considered  and  fixed. 

Outside  of  the  church  troubles,  which  have  been  sketched, 
the  lives  of  the  Maiden  settlers  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  were  as  those  of  their  fellow  settlers  in  other 
parts  of  the  Colony.  Though  the  great  danger  which  had 
threatened  the  life  of  New  England  had  passed  away  with  the 
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death  of  Philip,  and  tlic  dispersion  of  the  Narragansetts  and  the 
tribes  of  the  Nipmuck  country,  the  echoes  of  s.u  aye  warfare 
came  at  times  from  the  more  di^tasii  frontiers;  and  troopers  or 
footmen  were  drafted  out  of  the  town  to  ride  or  march  by  weary 
stages  to  the  relief  of  their  more  exposed  brethren. 

In  the  gradual  encroachments  of  the  jealous  and  hostile  gov- 
ernment  of  the  mother  country  the  people  found  enough  to 
watch  and  fear ;  for  in  the  threatened  extinction  of  the  Charter 
lay  the  dissolution  of  all  their  hopes ;  the  end  of  their  close 
religious  liberty,  if  liberty  that  may  be  called  which  recognized 
no  rights  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  a  prevailing  creed ;  the 
abrogation  of  their  political  rights ;  and  the  loss  of  lands,  which 
were  heldp  as  has  been  seen,  in  free  and  common  socage  for 
fealty  only,  and  whose  ownership  depended  upon  the  Charter 
for  its  warrant,  and  might  die  with  it 

It  has  been  related  how  the  foremost  man  of  Maiden,  Cap- 
tain  John  Wayte,  stood  among  those  who  upheld  the  Charter 
against  its  enemies,  and  how  he  incurred  the  wrath  of  Randolph 
and  gained  the  honor  of  being  denounced  in  the  "  Articles  of 
High  Misdemeanour.*'  After  a  prolonged  struggle,  the  Charter 
fell,  and  the  Court  of  England  triumphed  over  the  Puritans  of 
Massachusetts  Bay.  Yet  the  immediate  triumph  was  not  pro- 
longed ;  for  after  the  brief  Presidency  of  Joseph  Dudley  and  an 
administration  of  little  more  than  two  years,  the  king's  gov- 
ernor, Andros,  and  his  council  were  in  prison,  and  the  streets  of 
Boston  were  alive  with  the  throngs  which  poured  in  from  the 
surrounding  country  to  the  threatened  conflict. 

We  may  not  doubt  that  the  men  of  Maiden  and  Mystic  Side 
were  represented  in  the  uprising  which  overthrew  the  authority 
of  the  Stuarts  in  New  England.  The  old  soldiers  of  Philip's 
War,  and  the  troopers  of  Lieutenant  Hascy  were  there;  and  ftt.  / 
returning,  they  met  in  town  meeting,  and  called  upon  the 
Charter  officers,  who  had  been  displaced  in  1686,  to  resume 
their  powers. 

May  6'  1 689    At  a  Town  meeting  of  y*  Jnhabitants  of  Maiden 

Voted^  agreed,  and  declared  by  the  Freeholders  &  Jnhabiiants  of  the 
Town  oi  Maldon,  that  Wee  do  ilesirc  &  expect  that  our  Hono***  Gov* 
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erno',  Deputy  Governo'  and  Assistants,  elected,  &  sworn  by  llic  !■  rcc- 
men  of  this  Colony  in  May  1686  together  with  y'  Deputies  tiien  sent 
down  by  the  Respective  Towns  to  the  Court  then  hoUten,  &  which  was 
never  legally  disaotved,  Shall  convene,  resume  and  exercise  the  Gov* 
emment  as  General  Court  according  to  our  Cbaiter,  on  y*  ninth  day  of 
this  Jnstant  Mi^;  and  in  so  doing  we  do  hereby  Promise  and  engage 
to  aid  and  assist  them  to  the  utmost  of  our  Power  with  our  Persons 
and  estates 

Easigne  Jos,  Wilson  &  Henry  Green  are  chosen  by  y"  Ibwn  to  carry 
this  writing  tu  Council 


But  the  days  of  the  Charter  were  never  to  return;  and  the 
provisional  government,  which  acted  hy  its  authority  and  the 
will  of  the  people,  soon  gave  place  to  a  governor  appointed  by 
the  King  and  a  provincial  establishment,  that  remained  until 
the  revolution  which  severed  the  dependence  of  the  colonies 
upon  the  mother  country.  The  days  of  Puritanism  were  past, 
though  their  traditions  lingered,  as  they  still  linger  in  church 
and  state.  Many  old  errors  passed  away  with  them  giving 
place  to  newer  errors,  which  in  their  turn  have  disappeared. 
It  may  not  be  denied  that  a  weaker  generation  had  succeeded 
the  strong  men  of  the  colonial  days.  The  treacherous  Dudleys, 
the  easy  and  simple  Sewalls,  and  the  intriguing  Mathers  were 
sorry  representatives  of  the  just  Winthrops.  the  austere  Endi- 
cotts,  and  the  pious  Cottons  of  the  early  time.  It  was  an  age 
of  transition,  moreover,  —  a  time  when  men  in  thdr  weakness 
reached  forward,  gropingly,  for  better  things  than  they  had 
known,  and  with  many  a  let  and  hindrance  grasped  them  with 
imperfect  knowledge  at  the  end.  And  so  the  weaiy  years 
rolled  on,  while  out  of  their  doubts  came,  slowly,  earnest  con- 
viction, and  out  of  their  weaknesses  came  tardy  strength;  and 
from  those  twin  elements  was  born  the  independence  of  a  new 
nation. 

1  Afatt. ArekivfT,cvili.  17.  Thisdocu-   27,  1776.  "The  ntmosl  of  our  Power 

ment  is  nol  to  he  found  in  the  town  rec-    with  our  I'ersons  an»i  csi:it<  ^  "  lici  nmes 
orck.   A  leaf  is  missing  or  the  ckrk    in  the  latter  "  the  l.ist  Drop  of  their 
neglected  to  do  his  doty.  There  is  a   Blood  ft  the  last  farthing  of  iheir 
•triking  resemblance  \n     irit  l^^twccn  Treasure.** 
thU  TOte  and  the  lastructions  of  May 


As  attest 


John  Spragub 
John  Green.^ 
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All  this  is  a  part  of  the  general  history  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
—  of  New  England,  ill  the  making  of  which  the  farmers  of 
Maiden  played  their  parts;  and  although  no  great  leader  or 
hero  may  have  come  out  of  them,  they  were  as  the  rest  of  the 
commonalty  —  men  of  nerve  and  muscle,  in  spite  of  their  many 
imperfections,  ready  to  fight  and  die,  if  need  be,  in  the  common 
cause.  Out  of  the  records  which  they  left  may  be  spun  threads 
for  a  fabric  in  which  may  be  discerned  some  outlines  of  their 
quaint  and  circumscribed  lives  —  some  glimpses,  perhaps,  of  a 
striving  for,  and  an  advancement  towards,  the  better  things  of 
the  future,  which  they  could  not  forecast.  There  may  be  little 
of  continuity  or  unity  in  the  story;  the  colors  may  be  f^icd 
and  the  fabric  rudely  patched;  idle  curiosity  may  find  little  to 
interest  or  excite:  but  the  loving  patience  of  one  wiio  feels  a 
sympathy  with  the  endeavors  and  struggles  of  mankind  may 
not  be  unrewarded. 

As  a  political  body,  the  town  was,  as  has  been  seen,  under 
tlic  immediate  oversiLjlit  of  five  townsmen,  or  selectmen,  [^odly 
Christians  and  upright  men,  chosen  at  first,  and  for  many  \  cars, 
by  the  freemen  of  the  town,  who  were  also  members  of  ij^ood 
standing  in  the  church.  They  were  overseers  of  the  poor  and 
assessors  by  virtue  of  their  office  at  a  time  when  overseers  of  the 
poor  and  assessors  were  otherwise  unknown.  They  met  some- 
times at  the  house  of  one  of  their  number,  oftener  at  the  ordinar\', 
or  public  house,  u  lierc  the\'  partook  of  some  little  refreshment 
at  the  expense  of  the  town.-  reckoned  with  the  constables,  who 
were  the  tax-gatherers,  and  passed  such  minor  orders  as  were 
urgendy  needed  or  were  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  bring 
before  the  body  of  the  freenten,  who  usually  met,  when  warned, 
at  the  meeting  house.  One  of  the  earliest  meetings  of  the 
selectmen  of  which  we  have  knowledge  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Lieutenant  John  Sprague  and  had  reference  to  the  duties  of 
an  office  of  much  importance.   The  record  is  as  follows :  — 

*  The  **  Expenc«s  at  laak  Hills,"  another  meeting;  was  four  shillings  and 

Februar)- 18,  i69!4.  rinioiint.'d  to  (lie  sum  twopence;  and  eleven  days  later  still 

of  Uiree  shillings  and  sixpence.    Eight  a  debt  of  two  shillings  and  fourpence 

days  later  the  bUl  for  the  expense  cf  was  incurred. 
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f  1 1.  3^  8o.J   Att  a  meeting  of  y*  Select  meii.  at  U  Spr. 
Appointed  to  y*  seuerall  Tithing  men  the  p'ticular  femilyes  they  are 

to  take  the  care  5:  Charge  of 

Allso  gaue  them  the  S  niuns  belon^'ing  tcj  each  ])'5on  in  their  precincts 
oi  there  p'ticular  rate  to  y*  minsiry  naiuly  of  y"^  whole  year  due  from  m' 
Blakmana  ending  to  m'  cheun  begiuing :  And  if  any  pay  all  their  said 
fate  in  mony,  then  to  be  abated  one  thiid  part  tberof :  else  one  q'ter 
part  in  mony  &  y*  rest  in  come 

And  allso  cat  h  p'sons  part  in  mony  to  this  p'snt  years  rate,  begin"^  last 
febr.  which  rate  is  all  mony  desyring  s**  Tithingm  to  Jnforme  each  p'son 
in  their  precincts  of  their  p'porcons  &  to  sturr  vpp  to  their  duties  & 
to  take  their  accounts.  &  what  remains  vnpaid  to  order  tliem  forthwith 
to  pay  in  to  Deacon  [John]  Sprague. 

These  oflnccrs  had  been  chosen  by  the  town  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  tiie  preceding  month  and  were  seven  in  number:  — 
Ensign  Thomas  Lynde,  Corp'  John  Green, 

Joel  Jenkins,  J.imes  Green, 

Serg*.  Thomas  Skinner,  James  Nichols, 

John  Sargeant. 

The  tithingmen,  so  called  from  being  originally  set  over  divi- 
sions of  ten  families,  in  addition  to  their  primitive  duty  of 
watching  over  the  moral  welfare  of  their  special  charges,  pre- 
served order  in  the  meeting  house  and  enforced  the  general 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Day.'  A  regulation  made  by  the 
selectmen  in  1684  would  seem  to  have  interfered  somewhat 
with  the  duties  of  the  regularly  constituted  titliingaicn. 

27.  8,  84.  At  a  meeting  of  the  select  men  for  the  regulating  of  Dis- 
order in  the  meetint^  house  one  the  ].nn!s  Day  by  b(:»ys  and  youth  play- 
ing it  is  agreed  and  ordered  by  the  Selectmen  that  ail  house  holders  or 
masters  of  femilyes  in  this  Towne  shall  take  there  turns  sucsessiuely 
euery  Lords  day  both  below  and  in  y*  galires  ensine  [l*bomas]  Lind  to 
begin  below  and  Sargent  Samuell  Sprague  in  the  gallire 

in  reference  to  the  law  little  Children  and  youths  it  is  agreed  and 
ordered  by  the  Select  men  that  ensine  [  Thomas]  T  ind  and  hencry 
green  on  the  north  side  of  the  riuer  and  deacon  jolm  Sprague  and 
deacon  John  Green  on  the  south  side  of  the  rluer.^ 

'  The  office  and  duties  of  the  tith-        *  An  old   colonial  Inw.  which  was 

ingmen  arc  discussed  by  Herbert   H.  several  limes  reaffirmed,  required  the 

Adams  in  Johns  IIopMm  Umnertity  selectmen  to  see  "  that  all  childfeD  ft 

StutUtt,  first  series,  iv.  youth,  vnder  family  govcrnmentt  be 
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At  the  annual  meeting,  March  8f  idfj^^  tlie  selectmen  were 
authorized  to  appoint  the  tithingmcn;  and  they  accordingly 
met  at  the  house  of  John  Greenland  and  chose, 

Samuel  Green»  Sr^  Edward  Sprague, 

Jonathan  Sprague,  Simon  Grover, 

Obadiah  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lamson, 

Samuel  Wayte,  Nathaniel  Nichols. 

This  would  indicate  that  about  eighty  families  were  then 
living  in  the  town,  if  the  original  significant  of  the  office  were 
still  observed ;  but  the  next  year  only  four  were  chosen,  and  in 
1699  John  Lynde  and  Jacob  Winslad^  divided  the  duties  and 
honors  which  were 

formerly  shared  by     ^^J'^GO-^  "^^^^'^L^^^'^GL^S^ 

eight.  The  number 

was  limited  to  two  for  more  than  a  century,  iiiiti!  iHc6.  when  three 
were  chosen.    In  18 10  several  refused  to  serve  and  none  were 


tauKtit  t'l  re.iilc  perfectly  the  English 
tongue,  haue  knouledge  in  the  capitall 
bwes,  ft  be  taaght  some  othodoxe 

chattechismc.  &:  that  they  be  brought 
vp  to  5ome  honest  impioyment,  protiit- 
able  to  themselaes  ft  the  Coiii*>oa' 
wealth."  Matu  Ctt^^  Jttttntt^  hr.  (a), 
395- 

*  This  uncommon  name  appears  in 
the  records  under  the  various  forms  of 
Wiiislad,  Wiiislead,  .md  Winslow,  and 
has  suffered  some  strange  perversions 
at  the  hands  of  modern  copyists.  Al- 
though the  only  gravestone  bearing  the 
name  at  Sandy  IJank  makes  it  Wjnslead, 
the  standard  seems  to  have  been  the 
spelling  of  the  text,  if  a  standard  there 
may  l>e  fur  a  name  which  is  both  Win- 
slad  and  Win^ilow  in  a  single  paper. 
To  illustrate  the  carious  dumgee  which 
have  occurred  i n  some  fimily name*  thit 
case  is  valuable. 

John  Winslow  married  Sarah  Moul- 
ton,  (laughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Nfoul- 
ton  of  Maiden  or  Mystic  Side,  May  5, 
1652;  and  their  children  when  bom 
W('re  rccord-rl  under  the  names  of  Win- 
stade  and  Winslcd.  Their  s<iii  .  John 
died  January  10.  i(j8)i^,aged  tuei:i\  ci^)it 
years,  and  his  gravestone  is  that  of 
John   Winslead :   but  Jacob  Winslow 


was  soon  after  gr mtcd  letters  of  admin* 
istration  upon  the  e.Htate  of  his  brother 
John  Winslow** of  Maoldon  deceased." 

In  the  following  April  guardians  were 
appointed  for  Jonathan  and  Thomaa 
Winalead,  and  Jacob  Winslead  is  men* 

tinned  as  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  John  Winslead  "  late  of  Maldon." 
Mi^d.  Court  Heeards,  iv.  95,  100. 

Over  the  date  of  April  j  ^,  1690, 
Thomas  Winslow,  in  consideration  of 
"being  lionnd  out  against  the  ffrench. 
and  not  knowing  how  it  miv  fall  out, 
and  whether  I  shall  return  .ig  liii  or  no," 
made  a  de<  d  of  gift  to  his  brother, 
Jacob  Winslow,  mentioning  also  his 
sister,  Sarah  Knower,  his  brother  Joseph, 
and  his  mother,  to  each  uf  whom  he 
gave  a  row.  Midd.  Co  Uetds^  x\.  23; 
also  the  original  In  hfidd.  Prohatt  Fihs^ 
in  loio.  He  died  within  a  year  and  his 
estate  was  appraised,  April  6.  1691,  a» 
that  of  Thomas  Winsladc  of  Maiden, 
deceased.  .\dnuni>ti.itioil  was  granted 
to  Jacob  Winslow,  who  gave  a  bond 
which  he  signed  as  Jacob  Winslad, 
although  l>oth  he  and  Ids  d, .  cax  d 
brother  bore  the  n.\ine  of  Winslow  in 
the  body  of  the  paper.  Nine  years 
later  Jacob  Winshad  of  Nf  ddrn.  black- 
smith, gave  a  bond  as  adnuiiistrator  of 
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elected  for  that  year;  but  the  next  year  Captain  Unite  Cox  and 
John  Townsend  accepted  the  office  and  thereafter,  until  1837, 
from  two  to  six  tithingmen  were  chosen  annually.  From  the 
latter  date  the  office  ceased  to  be  continuous;  and  in  1843 
Henry  H.  Hyde.  Thomas  J.  VVhiitridge,  and  Isaac  Cowdrey 
bore  the  honors  if  they  did  not  perform  the  duties  of  the  last 
tithingmen  in  Maiden.  They  had  gradual!}'  lost  their  early  im- 
portance; and  in  time  they  filled  the  measure  of  their  existence 
by  pulling;  the  ears  of  uneasy  boys  or  rappiiig  the  heads  of  un- 
wary sleepers,  when  the  weather  was  cio-c  or  the  preacher  dull. 
Latterly,  they  ser\ecl  to  answer  the  unrepealed  statute,  which 
required  their  election,  rather  than  any  definite  purpose. 

The  first  constable  of  the  town  was  Richard  Adams,  who  has 
been  mentioned  as  lujlding  that  office  in  1651.  Those  who  were 
chosen  at  the  first  recorded  meeting,  in  167S,  refused  to  serve; 
and  at  the  next  meeting  the  town  chose  "  Sarg*  Tho.  Skin'.,"  and 
it  was  voted :  — 

y'  \ "  selcc'  men  apree  with  him  &  to  be  paid  by  y=  whole  Towne 
voted.  —  y'  the  select  men  levie  y'  fines  According  to  law  of  Allexan<l' 
waite  &  willm  I^raby  that  were  chosen  Constab'"  &  refused  10  serue  ; 
vnless  they  clear  theimelues  by  law.* 

An  unwillingness  to  accept  this  office  was  not  uncommon. 
Thomas  Waite  was  chosen,  March  2,  170' hut  hired  Samuel 
Bucknam  to  take  his  place;  and  it  was  recorded  at  the  next 
meeting  that  '*  this  town  has  cxepted  of  y*  s**  Sam''  bucknam." 
At  the  meeting  of  March  i,  171 

S  iumel  Green  :  at  y'  firms  js  rhn<?e  constable.  Pctar  Tufts  js  chose 
constable :  and     said  Tufts  has  hireil  Tbomaii  burdit  jun'  To  same  jn 


the  estate  of  his  brotht  r.  Jonathan  Win* 
slad  of  M.ilden.  MiJii.  PrcKtfi-  FiUs,  in 
liKo.  A  deed  was  executed.  July  I,  1 701, 
purporting  to  be  l>y  Jacob  Winslad, 
blacksmith,  of  Maiden,  and  his  wife 
Elucabetb,  to  Thom.as  Mitchell,  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  Moulton's  Island; 
but  although  the  husl>and  bad  signed 
hU  name  an  Winslad  in  the  preceding 
December  and  the  ^^rItl  r  of  the  deed 
bad  used  the  same  form,  the  grantors 
signed  as  Jacob  and  Elixabetb  Winslow. 


This  change  of  the  name  may  l>e 
attributed  to  tiic  peculiar  pronunciation 
of  the  original  word,  Winslad,  in  which 
the  final  letter  became  silent  aodasounil 
was  given  to  a  as  in  far. 

*  Thomas  Skinner  was  again  chosen 
the  next  year  and  his  compensation 
fixed. 

"  [March  8,  167^1  vtttd  S'g».  Skinr 

Constable  f"r  tliis  v- .ire  cti^ueing  And 
the  Towne  to  p^y  him  three  Pounds.'* 
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his  stead  —  And  s>aid  Thomas  bunlit  js  excepted  as  a  constable  by  a 
vote  jn  y*  Roome  and  stead  of  y' i)eetar  Tufts  for  y'  yeer  ensuing : ' 

Sometimes  a  fine  was  incurred  and  |)ai(l  in  lieu  of  service,  as  in 
March,  173^1,  when  "  Samuell  Tufts  bciiv^^  chosen  constable  at 
this  meeting  paid  five  pounds  &  so  ansucrcil  y*"  Law  in  that 
affair,  and  I'own  voted  ai^iin  and  chose  Isacc  Green  con- 
stable. "  Ensign  Joseph  L)  ndc  paid  a  Hke  fine  a  year  or  two 
later.^ 

During  the  colonial  period,  one  constable  appears  to  have 
answered  the  requirements  of  the  town;  and  although  two  were 
chosen  in  1678,  Thomas  Skinner  served  alone  in  1679  and  1680. 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  1689^1,  it  was  voted  to  choose  two,  one 
from  each  side  of  Pemberton's  Brook;  and  Joses  Bucknam  was 
chosen  from  the  southp  and  Henry  Green,  from  the  north  side. 
This  vote  was  reaffirmed,  March  1,  170^,  when  it  was 

vokd  that  Jt  shall  be  A  standing  order  for  the  furlur  thai  ther  shall  be 
Two  Constables  \'eerly  chose  jn  this  Town,  one  constable  on  y*  north 
aide  of  y*  Riuer :  and  one  constable  on  jr"  south  side  of  y*  Riuer. 

The  constable  was  potential.  He  could  "  spcede  au  i}'  all 
hues  &  crvs,  effect  &'  signe  them,  where  no  magistrate  is  neerc 
at  hand,  aL^'  theeves,  robbers,  murderers,  manslajers,  jjcace- 
breakers,  &,  other  capitoll  offendors."  He  could  "app'hcnd 
w*out  warrant  such  as  be  overtaken  w***  drincke,  swearing, 
Saboath  breaking,  lying,  vagrant  persons,  [and]  night  walkers." 
He  was  obliged  "to  take  notice  of  com'"on  coasters,  vnprofitable 
fowlers,  %L  other  idle  p'sons,  &  tobacco  takers ;  "  to  secure  "  any 
inhabitant  or  strainger  after  tenne  of  the  clocke  at  night,  behav- 
ing  themselves  delM>ist,  or  that  giveth  not  a  reasonable  ground 
to y* connstable  oi» watchman,  or  shallbe  in  drincke;"  to  give 
warning  "  vnto  any  inhabitants  of  thetre  toune,  w*i^r  men  or 

^  Enrh  end  nf  the  town  was  well  "  T!ie  twenty-fourth  .irticle  r,f  "The 

served  in  this  instance;  for  both  Tufts  office  iS:  power  of  a  counsuble  [May 

and  Barditt  were  inhabitants  of  the  \%  i65S,]*Mft:— 

south-eastern  portion,  ncrtr  the  Hoston  "  Not  to  rcfiHc  the  office  of  a  conn- 

line,  while  Green  lived  "  at  y-  farms  "  at  stable,  being  orderly  chosen  thereto,  on 

the  northern  extremity.  The  more  cen*  pcenalty  of  five  pounds,  &  if  in  Iloston, 

tral  parts  of  the  town  may  have  been  tenn  pounds  pcxnalty.''   Mc$t.  CcUnf 

veiy  ordetly  or  have  taken  care  of  K<cordst  \\.{i),y(i. 
tfaeinietvea. 


L/iyiii^ud  by  Google 


34^ 


HiSTORr  OF  MALDEX. 


weomen.  that  live  tr:m  theire  husbandi  vrives.  to  appearc  at 
the  next  C  jurt  of  y  cour.ry  to  arts'  for  theire  so  doing."*  That 
he  might  be  known,  the  Cc!;ny  law  provided  "y'  <\*y  cunstable 
shall  have  a  stane.       some  remarkable  distinction,  p'vided  by 

tonne,  w**  may  be  as  a  signe  or  badge  of  his  office.  &  this 
stane  to  take  along  him,  vhea  he  slial]  go  fouiili  to  discharge 
any  of  bis  office,  t*^  staffe  shalbe  black,  &  about  five  foote* 
or  five  &  a  halfe  foote  long,  tiped  at  \*  upper  end.  about  five 
or  stxe  inches,  with  brasse."  If  any  peison  **  wilfuU\ .  obstuately, 
or  contcmptnously  **  refused  assistance  to  any  constable  *'in 
y*  execution  of  bis  office,**  he  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  *'  for^ 
shillings  to  y*  use  of  y*  ooui::r> .  ■:-  y«  iust  complaint  of 
y*  cunstable.**  ^ 

Besides  fats  duties  in  taking  a  general  cognisance  of  oflences 
and  offenders,  the  constable  was  the  executioner  of  the  law. 
The  whipping  post  and  the  stocks  were  under  his  diarge;  and 
he  was  '*  to  whip  or  punish  any  to  bee  punished  where  there  is 
not  another  officer  appointed  to  do  it  w*in  his  owne  towne,  un- 
lesse  hee  can  get  another  to  do  it** "  He  was  also  a  server  of 
writs*  collector  of  taxes,  and  coroner;  and  his  time  was  well 
taken  if  he  were  faithful  in  fulfilling  all  the  duties  prescribed  in 
the  twenty^ix  articles  which  the  General  Court  caused  to  be 
printed  for  bis  guidance.** 

A  town  clerk  and  a  treasurer  are  not  mentioned  in  the  record 
of  the  meeting  held  in  1678 ;  nor  was  a  clerk  chosen  by  the 


*  Matt.  Cohnf  R<c9r4h  >v.  (i)>  324- 

3*7- 

M  Ibid.,  ii  151. 

*'  Ibid.,  i.  339.  The  whipping  post 
and  stocks  had  tbefr  places  under 

an  ancient  iJalm  of  Gilcad  tree  which 
stood  before  Hill's  Tavern.  Those 
thrifty  trees  which  now  stand  south 
of  the  City  Hall  are  seedlings  of  the 
■anic  stock.  Mary  Degrcsha,  other- 
wise Moll  Crush,  is  *aid  to  have  been 
the  List  sufferer  by  the  la&h.  The  soft« 
hearted  ofRcer  who  snflicte<l  the  punish- 
nit  nt  in  irported  to  have  said:  —  "  Hold 
still,  Molly,  and  I  won't  hurt  you." 
The  ktocks,  of  heavy  oak,  after  a  long 
service,  were  preserved  in  the  attic  ol 


the  First  Parish  meeting  house ;  Iwt,  be* 
ing  removed  about  1S57.  they  have  now 
disappeared. 

Tkt  ofiit  6*  pamr  0/  n  ctmtijtabie, 
ttUeded  mt  »f  Uu  uurral  immet  af  this 
(oHotiy.  "  f  M.Tv  tn,  ]  Irtisordered 
by  this  Court  Ac  )•*  authority  thereof, 
that  the  office  &  power  of  a  connstalilc, 
pxpressid  in  these  twenty  sixe  articles,  l>e 
forthwith  printed,  that  so  e.ich  connsia* 
ble  may  vndcrstand  his  duty."  Matt, 
Colony  Rtcordty  i  v .  ( 1 1 . 3  34-327.  An  essay 
on  the  (tenesis  and  growth  of  the  office  of 

Constables  l>y  Hcrliurt  l!  .\d;iins  is  in 
X.  F,.  Hist,  and  Ge>u<tl.  KegiUer,  xxxvi. 
174-187,  255-276,  and  }xk  Johm  NtfJkim* 
Uahntrtity  ShuUu,  first  series,  vjii. 
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voters  until  the  annual  meeting,  March  9,  l58^,  when  Samuel 
Sprague  appears  as  "  dark  of  the  writs."  This  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  nomination  rather  than  as  an  election;  for  the 
County  Court  held  the  power  of  appointmenti  and  at  its  session, 
October  6, 1685, "  Samuel  Sprague  of  Maldon  is  allowed  Clarke 
of  the  writts  for  that  Towne."  ^* 

The  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Writs  was  an  old  one,  dating  from 
1641,  when  the  General  Court  ordered  '*  that  in  every  towne  one 
shalbee  appointed  to  grant  summons  &  attachments  in  all  civill 

actions  These  are  chosen  for  a  yeare,  &  till  new  be 

chosen  in  their  roames.'*^  The  appointments  were  made,  at 
first,  by  the  General  Court,  afterwards,  by  the  County  Courts, 
acting  upon  the  nomination  of  the  towns,  as  in  the  instance  just 
cited.  The  duties  of  the  office  were  gradually  abridged,  and 
finally  merged  in  those  of  the  town  clerk,  a  change  which  began 
to  be  apparent  in  t686,  when  the  Court  appointed  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Sprague  of  Maiden  among  other  "  Clerks  in  the  several 
Townes  of  this  County  to  take  account  of  all  Births  and  Deaths 
in  their  respective  Towns  and  to  act  in  said  office  according  to 
the  order  of  the  President  &  Council."^*  Samuel  Sprague  ap- 
parently held  the  office  several  years,  although  no  other  appoint* 
roent  is  mentioned.  His  name  appears  several  times  in  the 
records,  even  after  he  had  been  superseded,  as  "Clark  Samuel 
Sprague  "  to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  the  same  name. 

At  length,  for  the  first  time,  the  town  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  town  clerk;  and  at  the  annual  meetincj,  Mnrch  6, 
169^,  John  Greenland  was  chosen  *'  Clark  of  the  Town."  As 
has  been  stated, 

John  Way te.  be-       *oifi^  (PfEn^f^  <Sf^;ir  C^v^C 

ing  a  selectman,  c) 

was  the  first  in  Maiden  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  the 
town  clerk  and  he  appears  to  have  continued  in  office  by  the 
choice  of  his  associates  nearly  thirty-five  years,  until  he  was  in- 
capacitated by  blindness  in  1684. 

"  John  Sprague  in  the  town  records.  AtUd.  Court  Records,  iv.  189. 

which  may  be  an  error;  or,  perhaps,       ^  Af&st.  Colmy  Rt€ordt,  \. 
John  was  chown  by  the  town  but  not       ^  Midi,  Cmtti  Rtcordt.  —  Gnurtd 

confinned  by  the  Court.  Smmut  Ahiw.  1686. 
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Even  after  the  clerk  began  to  be  elected  by  the  town 
meetings,  he  was  chosen  from  the  selectmen  until  1699,  when 
the  selectmen,  of  whom  the  clerk,  John  Greenland,  was  one,  for 
some  unrecorded  reason,  refused  to  serve  and  another  board 
and  another  clerk,  John  Spraguc,  who  was  not  a  selectman, 
were  chosen.  At  the  same  time,  the  new  town  clerk  was  chosen 
'*  scool-master."  His  fitness  for  the  former  ofhce  it  is  to  be 
hoped  was  superior  to  that  for  the  latter,  which  was  not  of  a 
high  order,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  records  which  he  h  i>  left. 
However,  he  appear-^  tn  linvc  been  more  appreciated  in  tiic  latter 
office,  for  he  tau.;ht  several  years  later,  while  the  old  town  clerk 
was  restored  at  the  next  election. 

The  duties  of  a  trea«;iirer  appear  td  have  been  performcti  by 
the  selectmen  in  eommon,  altliough  one  among  them  may  have 
been,  by  consent  of  the  others,  the  s[)ccial  custodian  of  the  funds. 
No  record  appears  in  relation  to  the  olfice  until  March  9,  169"=  ^6, 
when  Edward  Sprague  was  chosen  town  treasurer.  His  ser\  ices 
were  considered  in  a  grant  of  common  land  in  1697;  I)ut  at  tlie 
next  annual  meeting  he  was  chosen  constable  and  Fhineas 
Upham,  treasurer.  A  commissioner  of  assessments,  Benjamin 
Webb,  was  chosen  in  March,  169-i,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Samuel  Green,  Sen.,  in  March,  169^^,  and  by  John  Greenland,  in 
June,  1695.'"  Edward  Sprague  was  chosen  to  the  same  place  by 
the  meeting  which  made  him  treasurer.  Nothing  more  is  heard 
of  the  former  othce ;  and  circumstances  indicate  that  the  two 
were  practically  one  and  that  the  former  commissioners  of 
assessments  performed  the  functions  of  treasurer.  If  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  treasurer  in  those  days  of  small  things  were 
comparatively  light,  his  emoluments  were  not  e.xcessivc. 
Phineas  Upham  received  ten  shillings,  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  for 
his  services  in  1700.  At  first,  the  selectmen  made  settlements 
with  the  treasurer,  as  they  had  with  tlie  constables  in  former 
years,  but  later,  a  committee — the  financial  committee  of  more 
recent  times,  was  annually  chosen  by  the  town  for  that  purpose. 

'•"[August,   1687]     LeP.    Samuell  commissioner  in  1688.   After  this  I  have 

Spraguc  was  chosen  commissioner  to  seen  no  notice  of  a  similar  office  until 

]oyiie  with  the  Tovmes  men  to  make  thftt  meodoiifld  in  the  text 
the  countiy  rate."  Joseph  Wilson  wns 
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It  has  been  noticed  that  the  selectmen  at  first  performed  the 
duties  of  assessors;  but,  July  20,  1694*  John  Sargeant,  Sen., 
Phineas  Upham,  and  Jonathan  Sprague,  who  were  not  select- 
men, were  chosen  at  a  general  town  meeting.  At  the  annual 
meeting  in  March,  169^,  three  assessors  were  chosen,  of  whom 
one  was  not  a  selectman.  No  assessors  were  chosen  in  1700; 
but  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  in  April  the  whole  board  of 
five  members  was  sworn  to  perform  that  duty.  In  170^  the 
selectmen  were  assessors  with  a  joint  daily  compensation  of  six 
shillings  and  "  John  Greenland  [was]  Chose  Commissioner  To 
Join  with  y«  Assessers."  **  The  next  year  the  selectmen  were 
again  designated  as  assessors  and  so  continued  until  March, 
l7^/io*^  when  Phineas  Upham.  Thomas  Newhall,  Sen.,  and 
Samuel  Sprague,  who  were  not  of  that  board,  were  chosen.  At 
the  next  annual  meeting  the  selectmen  were  again  made  asses- 
sors, "  And  to  haue  wages  but  for  three  men ;  "  but  a  change 
was  made  the  next  year,  when  John  Greenland  and  Phineas 
Upham,  Jr.  were  chosen  in  company  with  the  selectman, 
S-imucl  Sprague.  In  1713  the  selectmen  again  performed  the 
duties;  and  at  the  meeting  in  March,  171)4.  "The  Selectmen 
are  chosen  to  be  assessors  and  To  same  for  Three  mens  war^cs." 
This  system  continued,  subject,  perhaps,  to  some  changes  in  the 
rate  of  compensation,  until  March  14,  1780,  when  five  assessors 
were  chosen  and  special  instructions  given  them  by  a  committee. 
This  change,  which  was  apparently  made  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
recting some  real  or  fancied  abuses  in  the  valuation,  was  not  of 
long  duration.  A  return  was  made  to  the  old  order  in  1 784,  and 
the  selectmen  continued  to  be  the  assessors  for  many  years.' 

Among  the  minor  officers  chosen  at  the  town  meetings  were 
several  whose  duties  referred  to  the  care  of  cattle  and  other 
domestic  animals,  :is  the  hoc^-constables,  who  were  chosen  in 
the  earlier  years  and  whose  duties  were  afterwards  performed  by 

^*  He  was  alreicly  a  lelectmaa  and  Tnhn  nn  enT.md  TommLs-sinor  T'>Vin 

town  clerk.  Green  and  Let  Henry  Green  and  Sain- 

»  During  tome  of  theie  yean  three  aetl  Spng iie  iun  Choten  Tntttees  to 

of  the  board  were  specially  drsiguAtetl  t.iki-  atul  ni.iljc  .1  ti.Tla.^tion  of  .itl  the 

to  the  office.    A  valuation  of  the  town  Katabell  Kstates  of  thb  town  Both  Real 

was  ordered  and  a  special  committee  and  personal  acotdilf  to  the  acte  of 

was  rhosen  fnr  that  purpn<;c.  Jnrmary    the  GoieraU  CoKtJ* 
26,  170^,  when  it  was,    uottd  deacon 
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the  common  drivers  and  the  field  drivers  or  haywards.  The 
hog-constables  were  elected   in  1678  and  during;  a  few  years 
later.     In  169^;^  Joseph  Lanison  and  John  I'cinberlon  were 
chosen  **To  looke  after  the  yoaking  and  ringing  of  swine."  In 
169^  Joseph  Floyd  and  Jonathan  Si)ra-ue  were  chosen  com- 
mon drivers  and  Nathaniel  Upham  and  Obadiah  Jenkins.  "  field 
drivers  or  howards;"  and  the  next  >  car  the  common  drivers 
disappeared,  but  Lazarus  Grover  and  James   Nichols  were 
<*howards.*'    March  4,  170%  "willium  Tcele  [was]  chosen  to 
se  to  the  swine  that  thay  [be]  yoked  and  Ringed  that  thay 
may  not  do  damtge  in  the  medowes."    At  tlie  annual  meetin" 
in  March,  171^4.  William  Tcele,  John  Lynde,  and  Ebenczcr 
Sai^eant  were  appointed  "  to  se  y'  y*  swine  be  >  oked  and  Rinjf! 
according  to  law;  "  and  the  next  year  Benjamin  Hill  and  John 
Sprague  were  chosen  "  To  se  to  y*  due  obsaruation  of  y«  laws 
Relating  to  swine.'*   The  swine  officers  were  called  "  hawerds  " 
in  171 7.   Swine  were  permitted  to  go  at  large,  at  certain  sea- 
sons, properly  yoked  and  ringed,  according  to  law,  by  the 
annual  vote  of  the  town  until  April  5,  1802,  when  it  was  voted 
"Not  to  liberate  the  Swine."    At  the  same  meeting  it  was 
voted  "  Not  to  let  the  Cattle  Go  at  large."   The  latter  had  been 
allowed  to  feed  on  the  highways  and  were  prevented  from 
straying,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  by  frequent  gates 
across  the  roads.   Young  cattle  and  sheep  were*  earlier,  turned 
into  the  town  commons,  sometimes  in  charge  of  a  common 
shepherd.   It  was  voted,  May  8.  1704,  "y*  there  shall  [be]  a 
Shepard  chose  to  keep  y*  town  flock  of  sheep  for  this  yeer;  " 
and  Richard  Sprague,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  having  been  chosen, 
his  father,  Jonathan  Sprague,  engaged  that  the  duty  should  be 
"  cearfully  and  faithfuly  don."    Orders  relating  to  rams  are  frc> 
quent  upon  the  records.   In  the  case  of  estrays,  it  was  ordered, 
March  8,  170^:  "y*  finder  shall  forthwith  set  up  a  paparon 
capt  Wilsons  Shop:  and  also  a  papar  on  Jacob  winsleds  Shop 
both  fairly  written."*   Cattle  were  known  by  owners'-marks, 

**  Joseph  Wilson's  blacksmith  shop,  notices.    Jacob  Winslad,  also  a  black< 

vhich  stood  near  his  lioiise  at  the  amith,  had  his  shop  in  the  south-eastern 

present   comer  of    Main   a  i  l   Salem  part  of  the  tovn. 
Streets,  was  a  favorite  place  for  posting 
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which  were  often  recorded  upon  the  town-book.  An  entry  made 
March  12,  170(4.  is  as  follows:  —  ^  Nath'  Waite  y*  markes  of 
his  creatures.  The  top  of  3^  neere  eare  cut  of.  A  stit  jn  y*  top 
of  y*  far  ear.  And  a  half  peney  cut  out  of  y*  underside  of 
y«  same.**  Upon  the  same  page  are  entered  the  marks  of  John 
Sargeant,  Phineas  Upham,  Samuel  Sweetser,  Samuel  Sprague, 
Jr.,  Samuel  Sprague,  3rd,  and  John  Lynde,  and  others  are 
recorded  elsewhere.  As  cattle  and  other  domestic  animals 
became  confined  to  the  premises  of  their  owners  and  ceased  to 
go  at  large  the  importance  of  the  hajrwards,  or  hog-reeves, 
decreased,  and  their  duties  descended  to  the  field  drivers,  an 
office  which  still  exists  and  to  which  it  was  formerly,  for  many 
years,  the  facetious  custom  to  elect  newly-married  men. 

John  Sargeant,  Sen.,  was  elected  "  Clark  of  y«  market "  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  i69|^  and  several  years  after.  In  \^o]i 
John  Sargeant,  his  son,  was  chosen  "  sealer  of  waits  &  clerk  of 
y*  market,"  and  he  appears  to  have  been  annually  re-elected 
until  171  ;3,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Jonathan  Sar- 
geant. This  officer  apparently  took  cognizance  of  the  prices 
of  produce  and  other  commodities,  which  were  frequently  sub- 
ject to  fixed  rates,  and  considered  and  settled  questions  arising 
from  their  exchange.  No  election  was  recorded  in  171^4^.  nor 
until  March,  i/i)^,  when  Jonathan  Sargeant  was  again  chosen. 
Three  \  later  Moses  Hill  was  chosen  "scaler  of  waits  and 
incasLircs,  "  an  office  which  .still  exists,  and  no  more  is  heard  of 
the  "dark  of  markets."  The  office  probably  fell  into  desuetude 
with  the  cessation  of  the  necessit}*  of  making  payments  of  taxes 
and  other  debts  in  kind  and  the  more  general  use  of  money  in 
busincNS  transactions. 

At  a  meeting  held,  December  31,  1739,  it  was 

tffit.  that  James  Green  and  Giles  Goddard  are  chose  to  see  that  the 
violatois  of  a  late  act  made  for  the  better  preservation  of  dear  within 
the  province  be  preseculed  and  punished :  sworn. 

At  the  annual  mectin;^'  in  tlic  ensuinc;  Marcli,  Snmncl  Green, 
3rd,  and  John  Sprague,  Jr.  were  chosen  for  the  same  jnir[)o<(e; 
and  in  1 740/1  James  Green  and  Timothy  Upham  were  appointed 

«3 
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'*  to  put  the  new  law  in  execution  rcferins^  to  the  bLitcr  iircser- 
vation  of  the  dear  within  this  province."  Otlieta  chosen 
yearly  until  March  5,  174^4,  when  the  office  a.ssumcd  a  name 
and  Ensign  John  Dexter  and  Nathaniel  Jenkins  were  chosen 
"Dear  reves."  No  other  elections  are  recorded  until  ij4'i, 
when  Isaac  Hill  was  chosen.  He  was  succeeded  the  next  year 
by  Israel  Cook,  and  the  office  became  a  permanent  one  for 
nearly  fifty  years.  The  deer-reeve  was  called  "Informer  of 
Deer"  in  177S,  but  received  bis  original  name  in  1782;  and  so 
continued  until  1792.  when  the  office  ceased.  The  last  deer- 
reeve  was  Samuel  Green;  but  the  last  deer  had  disappeared 
from  the  Maiden  woods  nineteen  years  before. 

There  was  another  office  that  the  freemen  of  Maiden  filled  at 
the  annual  town  meeting  which  has  long  ceased  to  be  elective, 
or  even  a  town  matter.  It  was  that  of  bellman,  sexton,  and 
grave-digger.  The  latter  function  of  this  triple  office  concerns 
more  nearly  the  burying  place  at  Sandy  Bank.  They  had  no 
need  of  bellman  or  sexton  who  came  under  the  official  hands  of 
the  grave-digger.  The  others  concerned  the  living  men  of  the 
town  and  were  of  importance  to  them. 

Who  rang  out  the  call  from  the  little  frame  on  Bell  Rock 
under  the  summer  sun  and  in  the  cold  storms  of  winter  for  more 
than  forty  years,  I  know  not.  No  record  has  preserved  the 
early  bellman's  name ;  and  Thomas  Dunnell  has  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  recorded  choice  of  the  town  for  that  office. 

[1690.]  'I'honias  Dunncll  is  made  choysc  of  by  the  Towne  to  ring 
the  bell  and  sweep  the  Meeting  house  the  1  of  Marrii  90  for  which  he 
is  to  have  one  pound  fifteen  shillings  in  pay  by  the  yeare. 

A  few  days  later  the  selectmen  settled  with  Philip  Atwood. 
for  the  like  service,  which  had  probably  been  performed  in  the 
preceding  year;  and  for  some  reason  they  made  an  agreement 
with  Samuel  Lewis,  in  the  following  August,  for  the  same  com- 
pensation that  had  been  voted  to  Dunnell.  However,  Dunnell 
distanced  his  competitors,  if  competitions  there  were;  for  in 
March,  169^,  it  was  agreed  to  transfer  the  bell  from  the  rock 
to  the  meeting  house  and  it  was 
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voted  1  homas  dunnell  Is  chose  to  Ring  y  bell  and  sweep  and  louk 
after  y*  medng  hous  for  thb  year :  and  the  Town  doth  agree  to  give 
him  Thirty  five  shiUing^  by  a  Reate :  y  said  dannell  Is  also  to  dig  the 
granes. 

Thereafter,  for  twenty-seven  years,  he  was  as  regularly  elected 
as  the  selectmen  or  the  constables,  with  varying  fortune  as  to 
the  amount  of  his  compensation,  which  increased  from  thirty 
shillings  in  1696  to  three  pounds  in  171 7.  In  17 10  a  love  of 
office,  or  its  emoluments,  appears  to  have  taken  possession  of 
him ;  for  while  he  was  chosen  "  Belman  "  with  the  provision  that 
"  he  js  also  to  sweep  y*  meting  hous,"  it  is  added  to  the  record 
that  **  he  also  desiers  to  dig  y*  graues.**  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  privilege  was  accorded  to  him  that  year  as  it  was  in  1713, 
when  to  the  record  of  his  election  is  added  **  he  is  to  dig  y* 
graues.'*  His  duties  were  again  specified  in  1 7 14,  when  it  is 
recorded :  — 

[March  i,  1 71  Thomas  dunell  js  chose  To  Ring  y*"  bell  and  to 
clens  and  look  aftar  y*  meting  bous  for  y*  yeer  ensuing  and  js  to  bane 
for  his  saroic  oa-io-oo  for  y*  yeer  ensuing. 

Thomas  Dunnell  was  re*elected,  March  7,  17^0/20,  and  appears 
no  more.**  I  suspect  that  he  performed  hb  duties  until  the  next 
winter,  and  that  Sandy  Bank  took  to  itself  all  that  it  could  claim 
of  the  bellman  and  grave-digger;  for  Ambrose  Hines  was 
chosen,  December  2,  1720,  bellman  until  March.  At  the  next 
annual  meeting,  he  was  chosen  for  the  year  and  allowed  three 
pounds  for  his  services.  His  term  was  not  a  long  one.  At  the 
meeting  in  March,  lyijit  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  find 
a  bellman ;  and  a  year  later,  Jeremiah  Howard,  who  had,  per* 
haps,  been  employed  by  the  selectmen  was  chosen  by  the  town. 
There  is  no  record  of  an  election  for  several  years  after  1724, 
until  March  2,  17^^.  when  Thomas  Degresha  was  chosen  and 
the  compensation  raised  to  four  pounds.  The  next  year  occurs 
the  first  mention  of  a  sexton  under  that  name,  it  being  '*  Votid 
~that  yf  selectmen  provide  a  sexton  for  y*  year  Ensueing." 

"  Thomas  Dunnell  lived  north  of  in  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  Wyom- 
Forest  Street  on  the  old  road  to  Read-  ing  Cemetery  in  Mdmee  uatU  filled  by 
ing.  The  cellar  of  his  house  ressained  Charles  Pmtt  many  years  ago. 
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Tr,'^tr-»  Irt^rtsla  jcH  ac  sexrcc  5=  .-,-33  .  bet  Tbomas 
JtiT-vw  ■»»  eltcts^  by  tL*  i-TTi  E=.  Harr?:.  173  aad  CDKbsned 
ttstJ  Mar::i  5.  :r3*  >  vcies  Degraha  a^a^  speared  and  the 

Sei",'/^',T.'j^  y^'^  -sas  reccried:  — 

t^/  TziS,  Tsrjsa^  Lt^siSA  sczl  be  V-H'*  u  r-=^  liie  be!  :c-t 
b^yw^  r.-.tit.'^t  vA  Z£X  tbe  s*  beC-saz  s&lI  Lire  iar  dig- 

tr^  a  graT«  j-^r  ar.j  p<rv:c  2bc«%  tts  leass  Zfi  s  tbe  visaer  som  avl 

■  1  • .  .-.-rr        7^      .  jur^  i  mvj  irt  aqr  cae  c<"  d*e  vcar  for 

By  a  !a&er  vote  he  vas  all^ircd  forij  shilling  frr  ringiiig  tbe 
bell  for  town  meesags.  Masser  majr  have  ccstfnued  to 
**cleijs  "  the  n^^ttt'r.^  h  .use,  «hich  vas  ncv  -ndcr  the  cliarge  of 
the  parish,  although  the  town  co&tinued  t  j  choose  sextons  for 
more  than  seventy  years  Ever>-  v  ::er  of  the  t  ^  whether  of 
the  north  or  of  the  soath,  had  a  voice  in  the  election  of  the 
town  sexton ;  and  their  choice  was  U5ua".y  adopted  by  the 
voters  of  the  North  Parish  or  by  their  committee.  Meanwhile, 
the  voters  of  the  South  Precinct,  in  their  separate  capacity,  had 
choicn  Joseph  Hnrditt  and  were  papng  him  fortj'  shillings  **  for 
Swcepin;?  and  taking  Care"  of  their  meeting  house  on  Sar- 
geant's  Hill.^  Thomas  Manser  was  again  chosen  by  the  town 
in  March,  1739  40;  and,  although  he  was  numbered  among  the 
paupers  in  1763,  a  bellman  and  sexton  he  continued  to  be  until 
1775.  His  compensation  varied  from  year  to  year  as  it  was  paid 
in  debased  currency  or  lawful  money.  In  1755  he  received 
t'.vcnty-fivc-  shillings  from  the  tn'.vn  and  twelve  pounds,  old 
tenor,  from  the  parish  ,  hut  the  Inttcr  was  made  thirty-two  shil- 
lings, lawful  money,  the  next  year.  At  the  annual  meeting, 
March  5,  1770,  it  was  voted  "To  :.;ivc  tlircc  Pi«tarcncs  j)er  grave 
fir  ^'rown  Persons,  &  t'.v<;i  for  children  the  Year  round. "  Man- 
s«  r  was  r'--rhosen  by  the  town  and  parish  in  March.  1775,  re- 
reiving  from  the  latt'  r  the  sum  of  thirty-two  shillings;  and  his 
name  appears  no  nior<-.  He  i)r</Dab!y  soon  went  the  way  of 
his  predecessor,  I  lioinaa  Duiin^ll.  W  luitever  u  .i=:  the  cause  of 
his  retirement  from  his  long  term  of  service,  it  was  not  long 
after  his  re-election  ;  for  as  early  as  June  21  of  that  year  it  was 

*t  Xottth  PttdtKt  Ricomit^  Dec.  19, 1738;  March  7, 173}^ 
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fVA'i/,  lliat  M'  Martin  l.c  forbidden,  for  the  present  to  ring  the  bell 
on  any  account  what  ever,  except  that  it  may  be  rung  lor  an  alarm,  and 
tolled  for  funerals." 

At  the  ne«  annual  meeting  it  was  "  /  'otcd  That  [the  ]  Select- 
men be  ImpOWCrcd  to  agree  with  a  Saxton  for  the  Insuing  year 
on  such  terms  as  they  shall  think  Proper;"  and  a  vote  giving 
their  committee  the  same  authority  was  passed  by  the  North 
Parish  soon  after.  John  Martin,  an  Englishman  and  an  old  sol- 
dier of  the  French  wars, 
appears  to  have  been  the 
person  selected;  and  he 
was  chosen  by  the  town  in 
1778  and  1780,  and  by  the 
parish  in  1779  and  1780. 
The  parish  voted  him  five  hundred  dollars  in  the  currency  of 
the  day  for  his  services  in  those  two  years.  He  continued  to 
be  the  town  and  parish  sexton,  receiving  for  his  labor?  in  1786 
the  sum  of  thirt>-six  shillinL^s  from  the  town.  The  purchase  of 
a  pair  of  shoes  for  his  use  by  the  town  in  1788  marks  him  as  a 
pauper;  and  he  died,  May  28,  1793,  being  recorded  as  "states- 
poor."  No  other  sexton  was  mentioned  meanwhile  except 
Jacob  Pratt,  who  was  chosen  by  the  town  in  March,  1792.  The 
life  of  the  new  sexton  is  very  well  summarized  in  the  following 
extract :  — 

Jacob,  second  son  of  Thomas  \and  Sarah'\  Pratt  (horn  February 
y/,  J7S4,)  never  had  any  trade.  He  worked  some  on  his  small  place 
&  went  out  to  work  some  by  the  day.  He  was  sexton  for  many  years, 
until  the  new  meeting  house  was  built,  viz.  the  brick  meeting  house 
which  is  the  Universalist's  meeting  house.  It  was  built  in  i8ot,  st 
which  time  Charles  Hill  became  sexton.  .  .  ,  The  latter  part  of  his 
d  \y^  he  followrd  fishing  with  John  Jenkins,  much  of  the  time.  The 
landing  from  which  they  started  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Black  Ann's  Corner," 

^  This  wa«  four   days  after   ihc  less  given  on  Sunday,  August  6,  1775, 

Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  when  tlie  countty  when  a  party  of  the  Biitiik  landed  at 

W  AS  it)  .i  state  of  intr  a-f  >  xcitcmetit ;  Pt  nviv  Ferry  and  sent  the  provincials 

and  the  vote  was  passed  not  only  to  flying  up  the  road. 

prevent  an  ttnneceeaary  alarm,  but  to      >*  MS.  of  the  late  fohn  Pratt.  The 

emphasize  one  when  it  >li.Mi!ii  hrcome  town  recnni  says  Jacrb  Pi.im  wis  horn 

necessary.    Such  an  alarm  was  doubt-  February  19,  1754.   lie  lived  in  a  house 
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With  him  the  old  succession  of  bcUmcn  and  sextons  came  to 
an  end.  They  were  an  humble  race,  generally  with  a  tendency 
to  indigence.  Neither  Lewis  nor  Dunnell  was  a  freeholder, 
and  Degresha,  Manser,  and  Martin  became  paupers. 


near  Reedy  Pond,  which,  changed  in 
appearance,  and  removed  a  little  from 
its  former  position,  is  still  standing,  in 
1S9S,  on  the  northerly  side  of  Forest 
Street,  and  is  owned  by  ().  W.  Ennis. 
It  was  probably  btiilt  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  ei>;hteenth  century,  and 
was  sold  to  John  Pratt  in  1777  by  Anna 
Howard,  "Secmstcr."  This  house,  a 
view  of  which  iii  given,  in  its  original 


condition  was  an  interesting  example 
of  arrested  development.  It  was  a  com- 
mon practice  to  build  a  portion  of  the 
house,  the  chimney  and  front  door  being 
at  one  end.  .As  the  family  increased, 
other  rooms  would  be  built  around  the 
chimney  and  the  house  wotdd  be  ex- 
tended to  twice,  or  more,  of  its  original 
capacity.  This  house,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  sketch,  never  passed  the  first  period. 
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With  the  completioa  of  the  new  meeting  house  a  young  man 
was  inducted  into  the  office  of  sexton,  who  for  the  greater  poit 
of  a  lifetime  enjoyed  as  well  as  fulfilled  its  duties.  Charles  Hill 
was  a  son  of  Charles  Hill,  the  landlord  of  Hill's  Tavern*  and 
was  a  man  of  much  natural  shrewdness  and  wit.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  parish,  being  its  clerk,  as  well  as  sexton,  for 
many  years.  He  was  active  as  well  in  town  affairs,  holding 
several  offices,  and  serving  on  important  committees.  Above 
all,  he  was  the  well-known  constable  of  Maiden,  and  as  such  he 
was  a  terror  to  the  evil-doers  of  two  generations.  His  voice, 
no  less  than  his  cane,  was  potential  in  the  quelling  of  disorder. 
He  was  the  last  sexton  chosen  by  the  town  or  by  its  authority ; 
and  his  term  of  service  exceeded  even  that  of  his  veteran  pre- 
decessor, Thomas  Manser.  As  sexton  of  the  First  Parish  he 
was  active  and  careful,  not  ceasing  from  the  performance  of  his 
duties  until  about  1844;  and  for  many  years  he  enjoyed  the 
monopoly  of  grave  digging  and  burying  in  the  town.  His  son, 
Charles  Hill,  Jr.,  succeeded  him,  and  continued  the  office  in  the 
name  for  twelve  years  longer. 

The  old-time  sextons  have  passed  away,  nor  have  they  left 
a  legitimate  successor;  for  the  janitors  and  undertakers  of  to- 
day have  neither  the  importance  nor  the  individually  which 
formerly  attached  to  the  office.  They  have  passed  into  liter- 
ature as  a  gossiping,  easy  race  of  men,  who  were  not  unphilo* 
sophical  nor  unwise  in  their  degree.  Nor  does  the  reputation 
which  they  have  acquired  appear  to  have  been  undeserved. 
All  the  passing  events  of  the  town  came  under  their  ken ;  and 
thc\  knew  its  people  as  they  knew  its  traditions,  from  the  first  to 
the  last.  Tliey  were  as  familiar  with  the  parson  and  the  doctor 
as  with  tlicir  equals.  If  their  emoluments  were  light,  their 
position  had  many  advantages,  which  were  not  to  be  measured 
by  the  standards  of  lawful  money  or  old  tenor;  and  by  the 
force  of  their  surroundings  they  assuni.  <!  a  dignity  which  was 
far  above  that  which  was  warranted  by  their  station  or  the 
humble  duties  of  their  office. 

John  Lynde  and  Joseph  Wayte,  "  Overseers  of  the  ministers 
wood,"  were  among  the  town  officers  chosen  in  1686;  and  jury- 
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men  were  frequently  chosen  by  the  town  at  the  early  aoaua] 
meetings.  A  "Sc  il.ir  of  lethar  "  was  chosen  in  March,  \7^/\o, 
and  afterwards.  The  first  to  hold  that  office  was  James  MouU 
ton,  who  was  followed  by  his  neighbors,  Joseph  Lamson  and 
James  Upham.  These  were  inhabitants  of  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  town,  where  the  business  of  tanning  hides  appears 
to  have  been  begun  at  an  early  day  and  continued  until  near,  if 
not  after,  the  period  of  the  Revolution.*^ 

Highway  sur\eyors  and  viewers  of  fences  were  among  the 
early  and  later  officers  of  the  town.  Surxcyors  of  hemp  and 
flax,  and  measurers  of  "  Timber,  boards  Clabords  &  Shingles." 
and  other  special  officers  were  chosen  at  times,  and  committees 


*  A  un-3ranl  was  cstaUblicd  at  tlie 

South  Sjirir^;  .ind  wai  in  active  r-.pern- 
tion  until  at>out  1^15.  I  ^l  .iiu. ivTit 
hod^c,  still  standing  west  of  the  Everett 
Spring  house,  was  for  the  most  of  the 
time  the  property  and  the  residence  of 
the  proprietors.  It  lias  been  s«tn  that 
the  easterly  five  acres  of  lot  eleven  were 
sold  l)y  Thomas  Moalton  to  Richard 
DcxtLT  in  16461  Here  Dexter  built 
a  hoiuM:  which,  bj  equal  proportiuns  of 
gift  and  sale,  he  transferred  to  James 
Meliens,  who  had  m  irri'.<i  Ii:^  c!.ui;:h;er, 
£lixabeth.  At  the  same  time  he  con- 
veyed one  acre  **  00  the  South  Side  the 
high  way  over  ag*  the  said  h'^u'^r  " 
Altdd.  Co.  Dttiis,  iii.  285,  John  Brint- 
nail,  who  married  Deborah,  a  grand* 
daughter  of  James  Mcllens,  became  by 
iaberitance  and  purchase  the  owTier  of 
this  part  of  the  "  Millinses  "  land,  hav- 
ing previously  estnMished  ,1  t.in  yard 
on  the  southerly  one  acic  on  which  he 
was  seated  in  1713.  Here  he  bad  n  tan 
house,  a  bark  mill,  and  the  necessary 
tan  and  water  pits.  Thomas  Campbell 
of  Marblehcad,  a  cordwaincr.  purchased 
the  property  of  Brintaall  in  1721  and 
sold  the  tan-yard  to  Benjamin  Blaney  of 
Lynn  in  17:4.  RIaney,  although  a  cord- 
wainer,  began  the  business  of  a  tanner, 
and  soon  after  bouf^ht  the  house  and 
land  on  the  other  sidr  if  tl  r  ar!  He 
became  captain  of  the  Maiden  company 
and  a  fnstice,  and  was  a  prominent  and 
useful  titiicn.  Hi-  vi  jltiit  death  in 
1753/^  will  be  noticed  elsewhere.  His 


son,  Benjamin,  the  Revolutionaijr  cap- 
tain, contir^ted  the  busine$«  of  ht%  father 
until  late  in  life,  when  in  1S15  he  »oId 
both  tlie  house  and  tan-yard  to  Jabea 
Sargent  of  Boston,  who,  the  next  year, 
transferred  his  purchase  to  Nathan 
NichoU.  Nichols  in  hLs  turn  sold  it  in 
1817  to  Miss  Joanna  Tilestun  Oliver,  a 
niece  of  Mrs.  Sarah  (Sigoumey)  Waters, 
the  wife  of  Captain  Daniel  Waters  w;»o 
lived  on  the  adjoining  land.  Here 
"Aunt  Joey,"  as  she  was  familiarly 
c.iilrd  \>\  ihr  t.nvnspeople,  lived  until 
her  death,  October  19^  1865. 
The  old  houses  with  its  two  noble 

horse-chestnut  trees,  n  fii  h  were  brought 
from  the  g.arden  of  Gardintt  Greene  in 
Boston,  probably  in  when  I'embcr- 
ton's  Hill  wxs  tAkvii  'lown.  U  one  of  the 
landmarks  of  1-vi.rcti.  Although  in  its 
present  form  it  is  apparently  of  the  (iist 
quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century,  it  pro- 
bably contains  in  its  construction  the 
earlier  house  of  Richard  Dexter. 

"  Blaner's  tan-yard,"  a  triangular  piece 
of  ground  on  the  sooth  side  of  Chelsea 
Street,  could  easily  bt  recognized  until 
1894,  when  the  building  of  a  large  tene- 
ment house  caused  all  the  evidences  of 
the  old  titnr  in  'ii-tt\  to  <lisa|>pear.  It 
was  sometimes  known  aii  "  Jo<y  Oliver's 
Close,"  •  rare  survival  of  an  old  English 
term.  Blancv  added  to  this  p.irt  of  his 
original  purchase  a  parcel  of  common 
land  on  its  easterly  side,  which  included 
the  Spring  Gutter  within  its  bounds. 
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were  often  appointed  for  various  purposes.  School  committees 
and  overseers  of  the  poor,  as  indcpcadcnt  officers,  did  not  exist 
in  the  colonial  and  provincial  periods.  They  were  of  a  later 
day  and  will  be  noticed  in  their  places. 

The  country  rates  have  been  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter, 
and  there  were  tliose  which  at  various  times,  with  some  irregu- 
larity, were  laid  for  highways,  for  schools,  and  for  the  poor. 
Besides  these  and  the  ministerial  tax,  there  was  another  for  town 
charges,  which  the  voters  sometimes  allowed  with  promptness, 
and  at  others  refused  to  authorize.    With  these  various  claiois 


upon  them,  the  men  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
turies bore  a  burden  of  taxation  which  was  no  light  load  in 
those  days  of  small  things;  anti  the  public  rooms  of  Hill's  and 
Newhall's  taverns  echoed  on  town  meeting  days,  no  doubt,  with 
many  an  honest  growl  from  discontented  and  impecunious  tax- 
payers. .Sometimes  the  load  was  lightened,  as  in  16S6,  when  it 
was  "Voted  at  a  publick  Town  meeting  that  the  mony  th:it  was 
given  towards  the  redemption  of  M''  Gold  he  bcin-:^  dead  in 
captivity  shou  ld  return  vnto  the  Towne  for  the  Towncs  Vse  and 
not  vnto  his  Widdow."  The  next  year  the  "Towns  Meadow  at 
Woster  [was]  let  to  Dauson  of  Boston  for  this  year  87-20 
shill  silver." 

At  a  meeting.  May  18,  1694,  a  rate  of  twenty-five  pounds  was 
ordered  for  town  charges.  The  town  rates  committed  to  the 
constables  for  collection  in  July  of  the  same  year  amounted  to 
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£'^A  7^-  8d.  which  included  otlicr  items  besides  that  of  town 
cii.ii  ijcs.  or  thi:>  amount  John  Mudgc  vvai  to  collect  ;^20  14H.  4d. 
and  Samuel  Green,  ;»Cf3  13s.  4d.  May  8,  1696,  thirty-four  or 
thirty-live  puund->  were  voted  for  "  iiesesary  "  charges,  and  ten 
pounds  to  pay  an  amount  due  Lluirlestoun.  The  next  year 
about  twenty-four  pounds,  were  considered  suHicient  to  meet 
the  town  charges  ;  and  a  few  days  later  the  selectmen  met  at 
Isaac  Hill's  tavern,  and  made  a  town  and  country  rate  amount- 
ing to  £2J  3s.  9d.  This  was  probably  only  a  portion  of  the 
■amount  to  be  raised,  as  it  was  the  custonr  to  make  two  or 
more  rates  each  year  —  a  wise  provision  where  much  was 
paid  in  kind  and  but  little  in  money.  The  three  shillings 
and  niDepence  may  have  been  swallowed  up  by  a  "bill  for 
<harges  at  Isak  Hills,"  an  Item  which  is  by  no  means  in* 
frequent  in  the  records.  This  refreshment  of  the  inner  man 
mast  not  be  confounded  with  the  modern  junketing;  for  to 
a  man  who  had  ridden  from  the  north  end  or  Scadan  through 
the  woods  on  a  cold  day  much  might  be  forgiven  in  that 
early  time,  when  little  harm  was  thought  to  be  in  "some- 
thing warm." 

It  was  somewhat  easier  to  lay  rates  than  to  collect  them.  In 
a  settlement  with  the  treasurer,  Phineas  Upham,  in  March, 
If  it  appeared  that  four  shillings  and  tenpence  were  still  due, 
which,  adds  the  record,  "  js  jn  y"  wido  Marshall  and  wido  greens 
hands  and  Cant  be  had/*  A  *'  Town  Reate  "  was  made  April  9, 
1700,  which,  covering  other  items  besides  town  charges, 
amounted  to  £$2  3s.  t  id.,  and  was  committed  to  constables  John 
<}reen  and  Jacob  Winslad,  to  be  returned  by  the  last  day  of 
July.  In  October  of  the  same  year  it  was  "  mted  y*  ther  shall 
be  between  eleuen  and  twelue  pounds  Raised  to  defray  Town 
charges;"  and  a  second  rate  of  ;^20  tis.  was  laid  soon  after. 
Twenty-two  pounds  were  raised.  May  16. 1701,  of  which  three 
pounds  were  *'  for  ammonition  for  y*  towns  stock."  By  a  vote 
of  the  town,  May  19,  1712,  *'  Collectors  [were]  to  haue  20  shil* 
lings  for  their  Saniis  for  Town." 

The  amounts  raised  for  town  charges  varied  from  year  to 
year,  being  twenty  pounds  in  1706,  and  forty  pounds  in  I7i6> 
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Some  alluwance  must  be  made  for  the  diflfercucc  in  values, 
which  resulted  from  the  issue  of  pa[)ei  cunciicy.'-^ 

In  the  spring  of  1729,  [jcrhaps  b}-  ihc  mtlucncc  of  those  ol 
Mystic  Side  who  had  rcccnily  been  annexed  from  Charlestown 
and  were  not  in  [^ood  huniur  over  the  meeting  house  question, 
the  town  twice  refused  to  raise  money  for  general  expenses. 
Perhaps  it  u  as  tliosc  of  the  northern  section  who  at  the  same 
time  refu^ed  to  pay  Jonathan  Sargeant,  a  south  end  nian»  for 
his  services  as  representative  in  1728.  However,  a  more  accom- 
modating spirit  pervaded  the  meeting  in  August  of  the  same 
year,  when  seventy  pounds,  money,  were  raised  for  expenses, 
and  a  temporary  compromise  was  made  in  relation  to  the 
location  of  the  nevr  meeting  house.  An  addition  to  the  town 
charges  was  made  for  more  "ammonition"  in  March,  173^, 
when  a  committee  was  infracted  to  buy  forty-three  and  a  quar- 
ter  pounds  of  powder  at  a  cost  of  twelve  pounds,  money.  The 
value  of  money  had  so  decreased  that  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  were  raised  for  town  charges  in  October,  1736,  and  the 
same  sum  in  (741.  School  and  other  charges  appear  now  to 
have  been  included  in  the  amounts  raised  for  general  expenses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sums  raised  for  town  charges 
at  intervals  of  five  years  until  the  Revolution.  App;  i>riations 
for  special  purposes  were  also  made  from  time  to  time.*^ 


*•  Bills  of  credit  were  worth,  in  17 10, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  for  an 
ounce  of  silver;  in  1716,  ten  shillings; 
and  in  1725  they  had  fallen  to  seventeen 
shillings.  In  1749  the  evfl  kad  reached 
its  highest  point  .in  l  the  currency  had 
fallen  to  sixty  shillings. 

The  blessings  of  a  paper  currency 
VM  te  f\]it-ii  -1,1  -.1  hy  the  pkuple  of  Ma&sa- 
chust^tts  to  the  utmost.  The  reign  of 
paper  extended  over  a  period  of  sixty 
years.  From  th>' fii -t  i-s  te  in  1690  un- 
til the  close  of  this  taletul  period,  emis- 
sion after  emi«i<«ion  was  put  forth  until 
the  tMit^tnrulini:  bills  of  the  Province  ex- 
ceeded tui)  million  p'uinds;  and  every 
fresh  expedient  worked  additional  loaS 
and  financial  <nffvring.  The  people  were 
entanglcil  in  a  nicsh  of  "  Old  Tenor, 
Middle  Tenor,  and  New  Tenor,**  which 


choked  enterprise  and  impeded,  if  it  did 
not  destroy,  every  branch  of  legitimate 
trado  \iir  were  the  loss  and  deprtva- 
tioa  hoxnn  by  widows  and  orphans  and 
salaried  men  exceeded  by  the  troubles 
of  mercantile  business.  The  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  Province 
in  1750  was  the  beginninf;  of  a  period 
Tff  prosperity  which  continued  until  the 
opening  of  the  Revolution.  Cf.  Felt, 
Hi$t»ritat  AterniU  ef  Afasstuhusetts  Cur- 
rnt.  r  :  and  l)crl)y,  History  of  Pitper 
Money  in  the  Provtnte  cf  MassathttstUs. 

"  March  25,  1742,  the  selectmen 
made  a  rate  "  of  forty  pounds  oM  tf-nor 
to  answer  the  payments  that  may  de- 
manded upon  the  town  for  Black  birds 
Crows  S(|uirrels  and  wli.uf  rats  together 
with  other  charges  of  the  town." 
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July  26»  1 742,   50  00  00,  old  tenor. 

May  14,  1747,   200  00  00,  „ 

May  13,  1752   66  13  4,  lawful  money. 

May  16,  1757,   80  00  00, 

May  17,  1762,   150  00  00,  „ 

May  18, 1767.  ......  120  00  00,  „ 

May  18,  1772.   150  00  00.  „ 

May  19,  1777.   130  00  00, 


When  the  several  allotmcnls  of  hind  were  made  on  Mystic 
Side  the  large  tract  covered  by  the  hills,  which  stretch  easterly 
from  VVayte  s  Mount  to  the  old  Boston  line,  and  the  larger  part 
of  the  present  town  of  Melrose  remained  cotTinKjn  land  covered 
with  wood  ;  and  in  a  large  part  of  its  extent,  being  extremely 
rugged  and  rocky,  it  was  of  little  worth  save  for  the  timber  which 
it  bore  or  as  affording  a  scanty  pasturage,  for  which  purpose  the 
better  portions  aj)pear  to  have  been  used.  Within  the  limits  of 
this  territory  were  a  few  natural  fields  and  some  remote  mead- 
ows, which  had  been  taken  either  by  unrecorded  allotments  or 
otherwise,  and  two  or  three  houses  had  been  built  thcreuii. 
Thomas  Dickerman  had  settled  tov. ards  the  Bostoii  line,  where 
Dickerman's  Hill  in  the  easterly  portion  of  Salem  Street  still 
/  preserves  his  lii^niory;  and  the  town  confirmed  his  heirs  in  the 
possession  of  the  liouse  which  he  buili  v.  iih  land  around  it.  The 
Greens  had  cleared  their  farm  and  built  in  the  northerly  portion 
upon  the  westerly  side  of  the  road  to  Reading;  and  the  town 
voted, 

[M.iy  iS,  1694]  that  Sntnuel  (ireen  shall  ln_>oy  liis  hotjs  and  y'  land 
Jt  stands  on  ami  so  much  land  about  li  as  y  coiumite  shall  se  cause  to 
lay  to  Jt :  and  jt  js  Jntend  for  hiro  and  his  asigns  foreuer. 

The  commons  were  the  occasion  of  many  votes  and  orders 
relating  to  the  felling  of  trees  and  pasturage;  and  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Cliarlestown  neighbors  were  frequent.  In  168 1 
Stephen  Barrett,  Joseph  Lamson,  and  Thomas  H.u  low,  of  w  hom 
the  former  and  latter,  at  least,  were  Mystic  Siiie  men,  were 
warned  against  taking  wood  from  "our  common;  "  and  a  vote 
was  passed  in  March,  168}^:  — 
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That  no  fyrwood  shall  be  feld  or  cutt  vppon  the  common  this  yeare 
eosueing  but  what  is  or  shalbe  lying  on  the  ground  on  penalty  of  fiue 

shillings  tree.  Excepting  on  the  south  syde  of  the  rocks  from  Joseph 
Wayts  house  to  Lein"  Jenkins  Ac  from  thence  on  the  South'ly  side  the 
swamp  to  the  Town  lyue.^ 

Similar  votes  were  passed  from  time  to  time ;  and  in  1684, 
was  entered 

Thomas  newhalls  comphunt  to  the  Townes  men  agahist  Jose  Buck- 
nam  for  selling  seventeen  green  trees  for  fixe  wood  vpon  the  common 
oute  of  the  bounds  set  contrary  to  the  towne  order : 

Such  oflTences  were  common.   It  was 

[March  9,  1 6S6/7 J  voted  at  a  publike  1  owne  meeting  that  nathaniell 
potter  [Parker?]  for  catiimg  and  cutting  timber  of  the  common  con- 
trary to  a  Towne  order  paid  three  poond  and  ten  shillings  in  siluer  J 
'say  receu^  by  mee  John  Spragae  senior  in  the  behalfe  and  for  the  vse 
of  the  towne         8.  i.  86. 

In  November,  1689,  it  was  voted  that  no  young  trees  under  a 
foot  over  should  be  felled  for  firewood  under  a  penalty*  of  five 
shillings  for  each  tree.  This  order  was  to  remain  in  force  until 
March  22 ;  and  it  was  farther  voted  "  That  Charlsetowne  men 
one  this  side  of  the  riuer  shall  be  forwarned  for  cutting  and 
carting  any  wood  of  the  Common  that  belongs  to  Maulden/' 

The  Mystic  Side  men  continued  their  offences  and  frequent 
orders  and  warnings  were  issued  in  consequence,  until,  in  1691, 

the  inhabitance  of  maldoa  voted  at  a  publik  lowne  meeting  that  the 
in  habitance  of  chailsTown  one  mistak  side  are  not  to  cut  nor  carry 
of  any  wood  or  timber  of  maukten  commen  aAer  warning  giuen  to 

them  to  forbeare : 

Allso  Voted  at  the  same  time  ns  fulloweth  John  green  Jii'  Jo^es  Buck- 
nam  Se'  Thom.is  newh;ill  Jsak  Hill  Jacob  parker  th;iy  were  chosen  as 
a  committy  to  prosecute  in  a  course  of  law  any  that  shall  offenti  by 
cutting  and  earring  wood  of  maiden  common. 

• 

Previous  to  the  passing  of  this  vote,  the  "  townsmen  "  had 
been  empowered  to  sue  Richard  Stowcrs,  the  innkeeper  of 
Mystic  Side,  for  his  offences  \  and  this  energetic  action  seems 

•  This  excq»tioa  covered  that  por     the  Scadan  hills,  between  the  present 
tipn  of  the  ooomion  which  lay  bdow   LebanoQ  Su«et  and  the  Boston  line. 
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to  have  stopped  the  encroachments.  The  rights  of  commonage 
bewail  to  be  abused ;  and  a  vole  was  passed, 

[March  14,  1691^]  that  no  makien  m  ;ii  shall  take  any  shetp 
out  of  any  itth<  r  towne  to  keepe  upon  inalaen  common  diri^clly  or 
indirectly  he  shall  lorleit :  1  :  shiUing  in  siiuer  for  enery  sheepe  so 
taken  and  kept  npon  the  common  to  the  use  of  tlie  Towne. 

At  tlic  next  annual  meeting,  it  was 

[March  6,  169-'  ;]  rvM/.  That  all  y'  inhabilenc  one  y'  south  sid  of 
y*  River  that  jiuis  tlu  i  >heep  one  y'  common  they  shall  be  put  under 
the  care  of  onr  shcpard. 

A  coiiiniittce  was  chosen,  July  12,  1693,  to  run  the  line  be- 
tween tlic  lands  of  the  i^rMprietors  and  the  common,  and  its 
aclioii  is  recorded  as  follows:  — *• 

nouember  deken  Green  Heoery 

r  ^  •  i^J*  Green  Joses  Bucknam 

Jsaac  Hill  and  John  Greenland  being  y"  maigor  part  of  y  coroite 
cbosen  to  Run     line  betwen  the  common  and  proprietors  land  :  Run 

y'=  line  between  Joseph  floyds  land  and  y*  common  nccr  y'  spring  and 
marsh  a  whito  oke  tree  with  leter  C  a  litle  within  Joseph  floyds  wail 
neer  y'  marsh  : 

The  same  day  Run  y*  bounds  Round  Joseph  (loyds  bous  and  bam 
one  y*  east  oomr :  of  his  garding  bounded  by  a  stake,  from  thence 
npon  a  lin  •  to  a  stake  set  a  litell  below  y*  dore  of  his  hous,  from  thenc 
upon  a  straight  line  y*  foreside  of  his  bam  to  a  hape  of  stons  by  a  Rock 
on<;  y"  South  cornr.  y*  backside  bounded  by  Seuerall  Rocks  or  great 
stons  y!  Rang  upon  a  line  one  y'  side  of  hill 

The  same  day  John  tloyd  was  warned  to  Remove  his  fenc  from  of  the 
cuntrey  Rhod  And  all  y*  land  aboue  the  Rhod  Is  Juged  to  be  common 
y»  Js  against  John  lloyds  land  :  I^muell  Jinkens  wanu d  to  Remove  y* 
hous  y' was  dikermans  from  of  y"^  rommon  :  and  Ezekell  Jinkens  warned 
to  Remove  his  fenc  from  of     coramon."    The  same  day  In  y«  pres- 

•»  The  lands  whose  bounds  were  and  west  by  the  common,  and  east 

.l.icsiU.netl,  Xovember  6-March  7.  were  "upon  vacant  I^nd  commonly  called 

in  Scadan  and  near  Black  ArniVComcT.  the  Rockes."    This  location  mav  Mill 

n.r  f..r,n  nf  Jns,  j,h  riov  !.  which  had  be   idcntlricd.    The    town    scK>n '  after 

fcrmcrly  been  ii..u  of  J.jhn  Doolittle.  voted,  "Thai  Capt  John  floyd  hath 

W.I ,    new  house  in  ,667.  was  bounded  Ubertygnmted  him  to  erect  an  end  to 

..Li*.fc         .J'"f               apparently  faU  dweling  ho».  o,„  y  common  ' 

f  r     '    ,  t        -^.'''"^       *  '^^^    '""^  confirmed  the 

K..  .  .    Ih.Kof  (  ,p,a,n  JohnHoydwas  Dickcrman    land,    as    before  stated 

mostly  Hou.h  of  the  road :  but  the  house  John  Dickerman  soM  I .e^,"^  ,e^t  nT 

Moo<l  upon  one  acre  of  and  on  the  November      tC^  ^  r  K""^'""*. 
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cnts  of  Seuerall  witnesses  —  Jonathan  Sprague  Sam'  Sprague  Joseph 
floyd  and  James  Chadwick  Hcnery  Green:  John  Green  Isaac  Hill, 
nouember  phmes  Upham  and  John  Greenland  as  a  comitte  chose  by 
jr  20: 1693.  y«  Town  puld  up  a  peece  of  fcnc  y*  stood  one  y*  common 
neere  dickermans  bous :  and  also  Kun  y*  line  between  y*  common  and 
Jonathan  Spragues  land  and  did  drive  a  stake  at  y*  comer  betwen  y*  lot 
formerly  caled  Mathew  Smiths  lot :  and  Jonathan  Spragues  land  :  and 
y*  common."  And  marked  y'  stake  next  y*  c.ommop  wirh  letter  C. 
and  likewise  did  drjue  a  stake  neer  Hawards  barn  between  John  Sar- 
gauts  Jun'  his  land  and  y*  common :  and  marked  y*  stake  next  y*  com- 
mon and  next  the  highway  with  leter  C. 

The  same  day  y*  lelect-men  warned  Samuel  Green  Junf  To  Remoue 
his  fenc  of  y"  common  y'  stands  neer  His  hous :  and  all  y'  land 
aboue  y*  Rhod  y*  is  against  y*  said  Greens  land  Js  iookt  at  to  be 

comon  land. 

December      ^he  same  Comroitte  :  Run  y  line  between  y*  common  and 
T  5:        Lemuell  Jinkins  land   It  was  agreed  between  both  parties- 
y*  y*  land  Without  y*  said  Jinkens  fenc  before  his  hotts  Js  and  doth 

Remain  common :  and  we  markt  a  maple  tree  That  Stands  neere 

y'        Jinkens  hous  by  y*  fenc  with  letter  C. 

fTriun  thcnr  westwardly  to  three  small  buttenwood  trees  y'  does  Raing 
one  a  hne  all  markt  next  y*  common  with  letter  C :  from  thenc  to  a 
heap  of  stons  at  y*  comer,  so  that  ther  Js  a  conwnent  p  ib^ag  way  for 
cattell  between  Jinkenses  land  and  y*  Rocks. 

on  y»  sam  day  y»  line  was  Run  Round  y*  kind  y'  was  Sargmt  hawards. 
and  erected  seuerall  heaps  of  stons  upon  y*  line  and  markt  seuerail 
trees  wkh  letter  C  next  y'  common. 

[March  7,  169^.3  deken  Green  Henery  Green  iohn  Green  Isaac 
Hin  n^nes  upham  And  John  Greenhmd :  who  are  y*  maigor  part  of 
y*  commite  formarly  Chosen  To  Run  y*  Line  between  propriotary  Land 
and  Y  common  Run  y"  I.ine  from  a  heape  of  stons  erected  for  a  in  uk 
nt  y'  head  of  I.eimiell  Jinkens  land  next  y*  common  :  oner  a  ihuri  by 
y*  head  of  Leutanant  Samuel  Spragues  land  upone  a  straight  line  about 
Twelve  foot  below  a  greate  singl  Rock  to  a  heap  of  stons  erected  one 
y  other  sid  of  y*^  said  Spragues  land  next  ^  common  from  thenc  as- 
y*  fenc  now  stands  to  y*  said  Spragues  hous  and  markt  a  walnut  tree 
In  y*  fenc  next  y*  common  with  Leter  C. 

in  .Maiden  —  4}^  acres,  E.,  James  Chad-  Thomas  Dickerman  deceased  during 
wick ;  w.,  Eiekiel  Jenkins  and  John   the  Term  of  her  life."  iiidd.  C».  DettUt 

Hunker;   N.,  the  town  cnmmnn"»;   s.,    xxxviii.  47. 

John  Dickerman ;  "  oiiciy  excepting  and  »'  The  lot  of  Matthew  Smith  was  the 
re><i  Tvini<  the  Dwelling  ITouse  aforesaid  most  westerly  lot  in  the  lifth  range  of 
for  the  free  use  and  Improvement  of  the  allotment  of  iCj^i  and  was  Qum- 
anna  Dickerman  <:vidow  and  Relict  of   bered  ninety-two. 
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[March  26,  1C94.]     The  former  Comitie  met  ami  Run  bounds 
Round  Keedy  iwnd  y*  bounds  Are  first  a  great  buttenwood  tree  before 
Joseph  Lilies  done.**    and  so  bounded  Round  with  teuerall  trees 
marked  with  letter  C  next  common. 
And  elected  seuerall  he  apes  of  stons 

The  same  day  Run  y  line  about  Joseph  waits  plain:  and  markt  seu- 

erell  trees  with  letter  C  next  y"  common. 

y*  same  day  Run  y  line  Round  Swains  pond  meddow  and  marked 

seuerall  trees  with  letter  C  next  y*  common : 

y*  same  day  y*  bounds  was  Run  about  wilkesons  land  and  marked 

seuerall  trees  next  y*  common  with  letter  C* 

The  same  day  y  bounds  was  Run  about  Squieis  meddo  and  marked 

seuerall  trees  next  y«  common  with  letter  C : 

This  action  was  preliminary  to  a  final  division  of  the  commons, 
which  at  first  was  intended  to  be  *'  only  y*  deuiding  of  y*  wood 
And  timber; "  but  came  at  last  to  include  both  "bottom  and 
top  y*  Is  land  And  wood.*'  This  allotment  was  the  occasion  of 
many  town  meetings  and  meetings  of  committees,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  extracts  which  follow. 

[April  23,  1694,]  voted:  by  y*  matgor  part  of  y«  proprioters  present 
That  the  Town  common  shall  be  deulded  That  all  those  Jnhabitants 


w  The  house  of  Joseph  Lynde  was 
that  which  was  built  by  ht»  father, 

Thfma^  T-ynd^',  above  Mount  Pir>s;j<j>-t 
or  Waytei^Iount.  It  passed  from 
the  Lynde  famtty  to  the  Pratts,  and  is 
described  as  b«ing  bounded  on  the 
"  Towuway  that  leads  from  Reading 
Road  to  Dexter's  Rocks."  It  was 
demolished,  nhnut  iS:S.  by  Pott, 
who  buiit  in  its  place  the  house  now 
Standing  at  the  entrance  of  FoKit  Dale 
Cemetery. 

Reedy  Pond  was  near  the  Lynde 
house,  on  the  southerly  side  of  the 
road,  and  until  1894  its  place  was 
marked  by  a  hollow  and  a  small  brook 
that  drained  a  swamp  nr  mcidrnv  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Mount  Vernon 
Street.  It  was  "sometimes  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  Thomas  Green."  before  his 
death,  Februarj-  ij,  167 1-^.  Joseph 
Hills,  father  of  Widow  Rebecca  Green 
who  hrtd  died  few  months  before, 
deeded  it  m  1674  to  Thomas  Ncwhall, 
who  had  married  his  gnuiddaughter, 


Reliecca,  daughter  of  Trumpeter 
Thomas  Green.  Tt  was  then  described 

as  two  arrc5;  of  meadow  catled  Rccrly 
i'ond,  bounded  by  the  rocks  and  the 
land  of  Thomas  Lynde.  MiJd.  C». 
Dfedt,  viii.  543.  The  land  around,  ex- 
cept upon  the  north,  was  common 
land,  a  portion  of  which  was  allotted 
to  Thomas  Kewhall  in  the  general 
division.  As  Reedy  Pond  Pasture  it 
remained  in  the  possession  of  his  de- 
scendants about  a  hundred  years.  A 
view  in  this  chapter  shows  the  fanii 
buildings  of  Tohn  Pntt,  as  lh«y  re- 
mained in  1SS3. 

**  Isaac  MViUdnson's  land  was  towards 
Long  Pond,  near  the  l!oston  line. 
Squire's  Meadow,  which  was  a  portion 
of  the  estate  of  William  Boardman  in 
1705  \Suffolk  Cc.  Dr'Hf.  xxiv  14?], 
still  farther  north  iti  the  %icinity  of  the 
Koardman  house,  which  i.s  still  standing, 
an  interestinj?  relic  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  in  Saugus,  near  the  .Melrose 
line.  See  the  view  in  this  chapter. 
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that  haue  a  hous  and  Land  of  freehold  Jn  this  Town  shall  haae  theire 

due  proportion  In  )•*  common 

vottd:    That  Joseph  Hascy  hes  common  priveledges  granted  him  to  /i^^ 
the  house  and  land  that  was  william  bucknams**  'i'H 
vokii:   That  consarning     deuiding  of  y*  common:  It  Is  meat  only 
y*  deuiding  of  y*  wood  And  timber 


*  r' 


[November  20,  1694.]    Voted  That  y*  town  doe  leue  It  To  a  com- 
mite  of  3  men  that  are  Resedent  jn  sum  other  town  or  towns  for  To 
prescribe  a  Rule  how  to  deuide  y*  town  common 
wied:  That  y*  common  shall  be  deuidcd :  bottom  and  top  y*  is  land 

And  wood 

voted :  That  maigor  Johnson  Cap'  John  Smith  Cap*  John  brown  are 
Chosen  to  be  y  men  abouesaid 

vokd:  That  no  Green  wood  nor  Umbar  shall  be  feld  one  y*  com* 
mon  eneyttme  between  this  and  next  tuesday  night  after  y*  date  heerof 
vpon  penelty  of  five  shillings  fine  for  each  tree 

[November  26,  1694.]    Wharas  we  Subsrribers  are  Requested  or 

Impowcil  :  by  y'  jnhabitants  of   maldon    To    prescril>e  a  way  for 
dciiiiliiig  of  their  common  both  Land  and  wood  : — we  considering 
the  seuerall  methods  and  way  of  Their  Raising  of  Town  Charges  for 
time  past: 


**  William  Bucknam,  son  of  William 
Bucknam*  who  OMrried  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  John  Wayte.  died  Septi-m- 
bsr  17*  l693i  leaving  land  described  as 

*'lan(b  which  my  father  left  me,"  to  his 
widow  with  teveision  to  his  brothers 


and  sisters.   The  widow  married  Lieu- 
tenant Joseph  Hasey  of  Rumney  Marsh,  ' 
who  soon  after  purchased  the  right  of 
the  Bucknams  to  the  revenion.  Midd. 
Co.  Deeds,  z.  294. 
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first  we  do€  adjug  thctr  be  a  comniuc  choac  of  jndetcraut  men  To  set 
out  SO  much  land  for  perpatuall  common  as  they  iihall  see  mccte 
a^>  that  tbefe  be  a  tiue  Invoice  taken  of  eveiy  tnie  propriotors  estate 
And  twenty  pounds  aded  for  the  heads  of  eueiy  freeholder  acoidiog  To 

town  vote  whather  nude  or  fafale 

3'^ :  then  for  }•*  Rest  of  y"^  common  draw  lots  for  equall  proportions 
Acordiug  to  the  luuoicc  beginning  your  lots  at  ^  uper  end  of  your 
common  next  Reding :  at  y"^  southwest  comer  and  so  Run  dowards  in 
two  deuisions  or  mote  if  you  see  cause 

Maj*  William  Joic«son 

Capt  John  Smith 
Capt  John  bhuwn.** 

A  committee  was  appointed.  December  17,  to  prepare  a  list 
of  the  inhabitants;  and  at  a  meeting  held  by  adjournment, 
December  25,  Deacon  John  Green,  John  Greenland,  Tiyal  New^ 
berry,  Phineas  Upham,  Thomas  Newhall,  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Wilson,*  and  Heniy  Green  were  chosen  to  proceed  in  dividing 
the  common  "  according  to  the  direction  of  y*  formar  committe 
namty  those  gentillmen  That  ware  chosen  out  of  this  town :  jn 
order  to    drawing  of  lots  to  proportion  Two  thousand  accres." 

At  a  meeting  of  y*  commitie  at  Thomas  newhals  y*  31  of  desembar 
1694  Then  and  Their  agreead  how  and  whare  to  begin  to  deuide  y' 
common  To  bcpin  first :  at  The  Southwest  comer  of  naihaniell 
eueneses  land  next  to  Chatlcstown  Line :  And  Run  lots  Highly  pool  in 
length  next  To  Cbarlestown  line  :  and  so  take  y*  breadth  of  y*"  common  ; 

And  when  lots  but:  and  (all  short  jn  leangth:  against  propriotors 
land  or  ponds  y*  said  lots  shall  be  meade  up  jn  breadth.  * 

And  where  lots  doe  bound  by  properioters  lands  and  not  faauioga 
nuf  to  make  up  Tiicir  mesure  :  jf  y'  owner  of  said  lot  !)e  tlieir  present 
he  shall  haue  his  liberty  whether  to  haue  y*  Remnining  part  of  his  lot 
made  up  jn  y*  next  Rainge  butting  against  his  own  or  to  Remoue  to  y" 
otlier  side  of  The  said  propcriotters  laud  and  haue  jt  Theire. 

And  euery  properioter  haue  one  lot  jn  (me  Thousand  accres  acording 
to  his  proportion  And  Then  euery  properioter  haue  one  lot  more  jn 
anothar  Thousand  accres  be|pning  whare  The  leaue  of  Rainging  The 
same  way  as  aforesaid 

•  Major  Johnson  was  of  Woburn.  *•  Lieutenant  Wilson  b  called  Cap- 
Captain  Smith  was  an  innholder  in  tain  in  the  record  of  this  appointment 
Reading,  and  Captain  Brawn  was  of  and  in  several  other  places  in  the  town 
the  same  place.  The  latter  married,  rc  <>r(Is  This  is  soflicieiltty  proved  to 
Jane  24,  1697,  Rebecca  (Crawford),  be  an  error, 
vridow  of  Samuel  Spragne  of  Maiden. 
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Also  agreead  upon  by  commiiie  y'  lor  y"  deuiding  of  y'  common 
euery  properioten  name  shall  be  writ  distintly :  and  y'  y*"  lots  be  well 
shufled  tcigether:  And  one  man  chose  by  y*  town :  To  draw  y"  out  of 
a  bag :  and  y'  first  man  y'  js  drawen  shall  haue  y*  first  lot  jn  y*  common 
bcgining  as  aforsaid  And  so  sucksesiuely  as  y'  are  all  drawen  To  the 
proportion  of  looo  accres  and  then  to  proseed  jn  y*  same  way  and 
mcthoil  for  anothar  looo  accres 

Jt  js  also  agreead  upon  by  y'  commitie  That  there  shall  be  2  pol$  jn 
breadth  between  euery  Kaing  of  lots  for  high  wais :  *  and  that  euery 
mans  lot  shall  Run  Eighty  two  pool  jn  leangth  for  y'  end 

At  a  town  meeting,  held  a  few  days  later,  it  was  voted  that 
"  this  comitee  hes  pouer  to  jmproue  An  artis  to  lay  out  y«  lots :  '* 
and  at  a  later  meeting  pravision  was  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  "  artis  '*  and  his  assistants. 

Janeuary  y  2S  :  i6y4/^  A  gentrall  town  meting  Leuianant  Sprague 
moderator :  uoUd  Henery  Green  js  chosen  to  carry  one  end  of  y*  chain 
jn  order  to  laying  out  of  y*  lots  jn  y*  common  for  2000  accres 

Jonathan  Sprague  Jsaac  Hilt  Thomas  newhall  Thomas  Okes  doe  jn- 
gnge  To  nssist  y*  suruayer  jn  carrying  y«  chaine  jn  Older  to  finish  y* 
deuidmg  of  The  first  Thosand  accres 

John  Greenland  Clark  Samuell  Sprague  John  dexter  Simuell  Green 
\\wi .  Loisrus  Groucr  and  John  upham  doe  jngagc  to  carry  y*"  chaine  jn 
order  to  deaid  y*  second  thousand  accres 

uoled  That  euery  man  that  carrieth  y*  chaine  shall  haue  alowed  him 
Two  and  twenty  penc  p*^  day  untill  aooo  accres  js  layd  out : 

wf/r./Thnt  in'  fi^k  y"  suruayer  shall  haue  fiue  shilin^  p' day  for  euery 
day  he  worketh  jn  deuiding  the  common. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  March  11,  it  was  voted  "That  Long 
pond  mcdow  lyc  to  the  minestry and  at  an  adjourned  meeting* 
a  few  days  later,  it  was  agreed  "  That  the  commone  lying  A 
Boue  the  iiper  Range  of  Lotcs  shall  be  for  the  use  of  tlu  min- 
estry." ^   This  meeting  was  still  farther  adjourned,  until  March 


Some  of  these  range-ways  still 

remain,  havini^  ikvclnpfd  into  tm\n 
highways,  as  will  be  nuiiccd  hereafter. 
Others  nwy  remain  as  rights  of  way 
whiih  are  still  enjoyed,  altliough  their 
origin  has  been  forgotten  ;  while  others 
hava  lapsed  altogether  and  become  a 
part  of  the  af^ioinini;  land^. 

■  Long  Pond  Meadow  lies  near  the 
pond  of  that  name,  near  the  oM  Boston 


line.  In  1704  liberty  was  given  to  flow 

it.  i)r(>V,.tMy  for  mill  paTpOflCS,  fOT  the 

term  of  three  years. 

The  land  at  the  head  of  the  town  was 

in  the  pri--iTit  \il]aL,'r  <•{  rir.  rn«i-o;!  .mil 
was,  with  other  lands,  set  off  to  Reading 
in  1729.  Being  "mineatry  land,"  it 
ramc  into  the  poss*  ~sTon  of  the  First 
I'.irish.  A  portion  was  sold  in 
but  the  temainder  was  retained  by  the 
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20,  when  arrangements  were  made  for  the  division  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  common ;  and  it  would  appear  that  John  Sar- 
geant,  Jr.,  who  had  been  chosen  at  a  previous  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  proceeded  *'To  draw  y"  out  of  a  bag"  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  The  record  is  as 
follows:  — 

uokd  —  That  all  the  woode  land  on  both  sides  the  Riuer  be  loted  in 
two  diuisoiu 

noted — That  tbay  will  dcawe  for  tots  At  this  time 
uoted—  That  aU  the  Common  that  wase  intended  for  shepe  paster 
one  the  Este  side  the  Riuer  shall  bee  all  toted. 

At  a  meeting,  April  8,  1695,  .1  highway  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  out  on  the  west  side  of  the  i  hrcc  Mile  Brook  Meadows  and 
others  in  the  commons  above  Scadan  and  beyond  Wnyte's 
Mount  A  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Wikon.  Isaac  Mill,  Lemuel  Jenkins,  and  Natlianiel 
Upham,  which  made  an  early  report. 

[May  8, 1695.J  Wee  subscribers  have  done  acoidlng  to  the  town 
vote  at  our  undeistanding  in  staking  of  highvayes  in  the  sheep  pinter 

and  the  three  hundred  accres  namly  two  poles  wide  with  stakes  blazed 
one  the  in^lrlL-        pilkrs  of  stones  nt  t!ie  bottom  of  them 

r.  as  onr  the  nn  k  ^i'lt-  from  tht-  S] irj_^in.">  Lnnd  up  through  the 
neck  uiUo  John  Greenland*  lote  in  Charlestown  bounds 

2ly.  A  Roade  from  Joseph  Linds  house  through  the  sheep  paster  to 
dexters  Rockes  then  through  the  lots  to  the  second  diutsion  and  from 
the  foote  of  Dexters  Rokes  northeste  up  Squiers  hill  through  to  the 
scckend  diuision 

3iy.  A  Roade  from  Joscjjh  floyds  through  the  shecpo  pister  and  three 
hundred  accres  to  Swaincs  ponde  into  the  secicend  diuision. 

4ly.  A  Roade  from  Ezekell  Jankens  a  longe  in  the  sheep  paster  and 
crosing  the  Roade  that  comes  up  from  Joseph  floydes  .  and  pasing  on 

parish  many  years.  A  portion  of  the   Betwext  Reden  and  our  common  and 

expense  of  a  tower  built  upon  th.  m?'  t  thr  pr<ipri-rt  itnrs  nf  our  Towti  and  S  ' 

ing  house,  in  1.S24,  was  met  by  money  common;  "  and  Thomas  Upham  and 

"  obtained  from  the  sales  of  WocmI  taken  Thomai  Green  were   chosen  at  the 

from  the  I'arish  h<t."  same  meotinj;  "to  Se  that  no  Loody 

Lieutenant  Henry  CIreen  and  Lien-  cuts  ancy  wood  of  The  Towns  Laud 

tenant  Thomas  Newhail  were  ap])uinted,  next  Reding." 
March  4,  170*^,  "To  Rune  the  Lines 
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towerds  the  O  then  winding  to  the  left  through  lots  in  to  the  seckend 

diuiMon  •* 

5ly.  \  Roade  from  Ixfunt  Spragues  laiid  up  through  to  the  Road 
that  comes  from  Joseph  floyds. 

61y.  A  Roade  from  haywaids  land  and  braDchiog  Ottt  to  dealers 
Rockes  likewise  branching  up  to  Swaines  pond  brooke  and  through  the 
lots  to  the  Roade  that  comes  from  Joseph  floyds : 

Joseph  Willson       ijvmufxi,  jankens 
nathankix  upham    isacx:  hill*** 

The  allotment  was  finally  completed ;  and  the  record  begins 
as  follows :  — 

Recorded  May  y  90 :  1095:  An  a  Greement  of  the  Town  of  maiden 
Jn  deuiding  of  The  common  The  first  deuision  begining  at  the  upar 
end  next  to  nathaniell  eueness  land  by  Charlstown  line :  Jn  mannar  As 
foUuwctt) ;  y-  lots  Runing  83  pool  jn  length. 

This  division,  which  contained  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one 
acres  and  fifty-one  poles,  was  laid  out  in  seven  ranges  and 
seventy-four  lots.  It  comprised  the  northern  portion  of  the 
town  between  the  bounds  of  Boston  and  Charlestown.  The 
Evans  farm  of  sixty  acres,  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  road,^' 

*  The  Round  World  Is  probably  in-  of  the  Melrose  line.    I  lay  ward's  land 

dicated  here.    ^'/</<'  note  r><.,  >  li.ip.  iii.  was  in  the  Round  World,  which  is  now 

If  the  clerk  did  not  make  an  error,  the  travcr^icd  by  Cherry  Street.    Now,  as 

torning  of  the  road  to  the  left  is  puz-  then,  the  way  branches  "  out  to  dextcrs 

aling.  Rockes "  and   "  up  to  Swaines  pond 

<•  The  course  of  these  ancient  roads  brooke,"  the  latter  branch  being  a  por- 

may  be  rccogi\i/cd  «ith  more  or  les.s  tion  of  the  present  Swain's  Pond  Road, 

distinctnea*.  The  fi»t  mentioned  ie  that  Several  old  ways  may  be  found  in 

portion  of  the  later  Stoneham  Road,  the  Scadan  woods,  among  which  we  may 

now   Washington    .Street,  which    lies  li»ok  for  the  oilx.r  ro.uK  nf  nx^;  One 

north  of  the  bridge  over  the  Boston  running  easterly  from  the  Swain's  Fond 

and  Maine  Railroid.    The  second  is  Road,  a  short  distance  ahove  Lebanon 

n<u  Ilss  rcrt.iiii-    Tlic  s'.u:  of  tlic  lionsi-  Street,  after  l>i;inj^  nearly  lost  in  the 

of  Joseph  Lynde,  near  Reedy  Pond,  has  undergrowth,  leads  into  the  old  Salem 

been  shown.  This  report  was  a  conlii^  Road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  formerly 

mation  of  the  old  way  running  eastwartl  owned  In  F/.l.id   Tenkiiis.     Three  of 

to  the  "  Roade  from  haywards  land."  thc»c  uid  ways  diverge  Irom  the  easterly 

Deleter's  Rocks  were  the  great  ledges  end  of  Swain's  Pond.    Two  of  them, 

whti-h  lie  in  ihf  wnn«i>;  sr>iithwst  of  \v1;;ili   .ire   still  used  to  some  'xtf^nt, 

Swain's  Pond,  the  annciu  tu.id  I. J  vvlii».h  aJiliau^U  nut  rccoi;ni2».>.i  j»  touu  w  ivs, 

may  be  found  north  of  Lebanon  Street,  lead  towards  the  old  road  which  f  i  ni  -rly 

near  its  junction  with  Forest  Street  in  ran  from  the  Salem  Road  to  the  iron 

Melrose.  works  at  Hammersmith  on  the  Abou.sett, 

The  sixth  road  may  also  be  recog-  or  Sauj;us.  River, 

nized  with  some  certainty  as  that  por-  *i  jos*  ph  Mill's  sold  Henry  Evans  of 

tion  of  Lebanon  Street  which  is  south  Maiden,  J.uiujry  S,  lOO  i,  a  sixty-acre 
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and  the  woodland,  which  had  been  reserved  for  the  ministry* 

on  the  easterly  side,  alone  parted  it  from  the  Reading  line  at 
Smith's  Pond.  This  tract  of  common  was  broken  by  the  Green 
farm,  by  a  piece  of  land  north  of  £11  Pond  which  belonged  to 
the  estate  of  Thomas  Coytmore  as  early  as  1653,*^  by  ten  acres 
of  meadow  "  aboue  the  old  cow  pen  in  Mauldon  "  which  Joseph 
Hills  had  sold  to  Henry  Evans  in  1660,  and,  perhaps,  by  smaller 
lots  of  appropriated  land. 

The  second  division  of  the  two  thousand  acres,  containing 
nine  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  and  twenty-eight  poles,  was 
laid  out  in  six  ranges  and  aeventy-five  lots.  Beginning  by  elle 
ponde,"  it  stretched  over  the  highlands  towards  the  Boston  line, 
covering  the  country  east  of  the  Reading  Road  and  north  of 
Swain  s  Pond.  Some  of  the  ways  reser\'ed  for  passage  between 
the  ranges  in  this  division  became  highways  in  time  and  still 
exist.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  seventN  -fu  c  lots  in  this 
division.  The  otici  and  last  lot,  containin;^  sc\  en  acres,  li.id  been 
previousl)-  granted  by  a  vote  of  the  town  to  Sergeant  Thomas 
Skinner,  then  an  old  man,  wlio  having,  according  to  an  olci  ctistom, 
made  a  deed  of  gift  of  his  estate  for  future  maintenance  to  his 
son  Abraham,  had  no  part  in  the  general  allotment.^  These 


lot  in  Matden  bounded  as  foRows :  M , 

"a  great  pond  parting  M^.uilclon  and 
K«dding  bounds;'*  the  highway 
leading  through  the  Maiden  common 
to  Uc.iding ;  s..  Maiden  common;  w., 
the  dividing  line  between  Charle^town 
and  Maiden  common.  In  this  deed  were 
also  conveyed  a  hou^r  frnnip,  which  was 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  the  ten-acre  lot 
of  meadow,  mentioned  in  the  text,  which 
was  hounded  on  all  sides  l>y  the  common. 
Mtthi.  C\'.  Drciis,  ii.  iji.  lliis  land, 
which  is  in  the  present  village  of  Green- 
wood in  Wakefield,  remained  in  the  ^om' 
session  of  the  Evans  family  until  within 
the  present  century-;  and  the  cellars  of 
their  respective  habitations  may  still  be 
traced,  or  have  recently  disappeared. 
Cf.  r.3t<ni,  //.  /  • ;  jf  A'fiidinc.  (*}  'ft}- 
When  the  northern  part  of  Maiden 
was  annexed  to  Reading,  in  T727,  the 
line  between  tlii-  f  'iirr!i  and  ffjh  ranges 
of  the  tirst  division  was  nude  the  south- 


ern limit  of  Reading.   This  line  was 

contirniLi!  iti  i;"t'.-  .iih!  \sitli  jiuih.ips 
a  slight  ch.ingc  vvciit  of  Main  Street, 
still  remains. 

Miiss.  Colony  Rt-iOrJs,'w.  (l).  1 76. 
""[March  15,  i6y*j,]  upled  That 
Sargent  Skiner  shall  haue  aeoen  akers 
of  land  in  the  common  for  his  life  time 
next  to  Joseph  iiids  lote  after  the  2000 
ackes  is  lade  out  and  after  his  death  to 
Return  to  the  towne" 

'•[March:  2S :  1695.]  v.,',,/  That  .Sar- 
gent .'^kincrs  seueii  accars  of  common 
wood  land  formerly  granted  him  for  his 
life  time  is  now  giucn  to  him  and  hin 
wife  and  then  to  Return  to  his  i  hildten." 

The  house  and  land  which  Thomas 
Skinner  and  his  wife  Lydia  gave  their 
son  .\l)raham  in  February  Mi,iJ. 
Co.  Uifiis,  X.  534,  had  been  the  eniate 
of  her  former  htisband,  Thomas  Call. 
The  house  stood  ncir  the  southr.isterly 
comer  of  Cross  and  Walnut  Streets. 
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two  divisions  comprised  the  territory  known  as  the  two  thousand 
acres  and  contained,  together,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres  and  seventy-nine  poles,  as  measured  by  Mr.  Fisk 
the  "  artis." 

The  third  division  is  described  as  "The  third  diuision  for  the 
Remander  of  the  wood  Land  one  the  estc  sid  the  mi!!  brook 
called  the  three  hundred  ackrs  Begining  at  sargent  Skiners 
Lotc  and  arc  to  rune  40  poies  in  lcn<:^th."  Its  seventy-four  lots 
embraced  three  hundred  and  eleven  acres  and  fifty-eight  poles 
of  the  woodland  between  Swain's  Pond  and  Scadan. 

"The  fourth  deuision  of  lots:  which  js  The  first  deuision  one 
>•*  west  side  of  The  mill  brook  begining  one  that  peace  of 
common  next  to  y*  old  dam:  Runing  forty  pools  Jn  length," 
and  the  fifth  division,  which  is  described  as  "The  second  deui- 
sion one  y*  west  side,"  comprised  the  woodlands  around  and 
above  T)-ot  and  the  south-easterly  portion  of  the  IMiddlescx 
Fells.'"  Each  division  was  laid  out  in  seventy-four  lots  and, 
together,  they  contained  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  and 
nine  jjoles. 

The  sixth  division  —  the  "  Lotes  in  the  lastc  diuision  which 
was  called  the  sheep  paster,"  contained  five  hundred  and  eic^hty- 
one  acres  and  fifty-four  poles  of  rugged  land  lying  among  the 
hills  east  of  Wayte's  Mount  and  in  Scadan,  and  apparently  on 
the  western  and  southern  borders  of  the  three  hundred  acres. 
It  came  as  far  west  as  Sprague's  Ledge  or  the  present  Mount 
Vernon  Street,  and  perhaps  included  the  former.  Reedy  Pond, 
lying  "  before  Joseph  Lines  dore  **  on  Forest  Street  near  the 
northerly  end  of  Mount  Vernon  Street,  was  certainly  within  its 
limits.  The  following  vote,  preceding  the  division,  throws  some 
light  upon  its  western  borders. 

Vide  chap.  xii.  note  11.  Abraham  lived  until  December  17,  tjzj,  when  she 
Skinner  died  .soon  after,  k-aving  a  died  at  the  age  of  about  eighty^Mven 
widow,  Hannah,  to  whom  his  father  years. 

deeded  the  lot  numbered  seventy^five  **  Tyot  was  a  local  name  which  was 
in  the  second  division,  in  conwdera*  formerly  applied  to  the  territory  between 
tion  of  maintenance  **with  meat  drink  Oak  Rrove  and  the  cascades  near  the 
and  clothes  for  my  life."  May  27,  16/S.  Fl11>  St.ni on  It  was  in  use  as  late  a< 
Midd.  Co.  Detdst  xii.  749.  Thomas  Sliln-  1S50,  and  may  sitiil  be  used  by  some  old 
ner  died  March  2, 170H,  and  bia  widow  reaidenti. 
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[March  20 :  i6^Y^].  Jn  aosewar  to  the  Request  of  diomas  Xewbail 

twl^i/ — That  Ihoinvs  Xewhall  shall  haue  hu>  preportion  of  that 
part  of  the  Cotninoii  that  was  intended  for  a  Shipe  paster  :  next  to  his 
one  land ;  he  bmdeing  hmi^ich'e  his  Eares  and  Exetuers  to  finde  the 
town  with  a  suficent  traineing  place  both  for  hone  and  fote.** 

Under  this  vote  it  appears  that  'I  honias  Ncu  hall,  who  then 
owned  the  land  north  of  the  Salem  Road  from  the  present 
westerly  line  of  Sprague  Street  to  the  hills  at  Faulkner,  received 
lot  sixteen  in  the  division  of  "  the  sheep  paster,"  to  which  he 
added  by  subsequent  purchase  of  the  adjoining  lands.  l>oni 
these  acquisitions  his  son,  Lieutenant  Samuel  Newhall,  came 
into  possession  of  the  easterly  side  of  "  the  Captains  Mount," 
and  the  hill  since  called  Sprague's  Ledge,  includini;  the  land  on 
its  north-easterly  side,  then  known  as  the  Reedy  Pond  pasture. 

The  seven  proprietors  who  failed  to  receive  their  shares  in  the 
sixty-seven  lots  of  the  great  sheep  pasture,  found  their  j)ropor- 
tions  in  the  seventy-six  acres  and  sixty-eight  poles  of  a  tract 
called  "The  sheep:  parstor  one  The  west  side  of  y«  mill 
brook." 

The  lands  thus  allotted  amounted  to  thirty-two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  acres  and  one  hundred  and  eight  poles,  according  to 
the  footings  of  the  several  divisions.  If  the  usual  overrun  of 
old  surveys  and  the  allowance  for  waste  land  be  considered, 
it  will  be  found  that  a  territory  of  more  than  thirty-five  hun- 
dred acres,  01  iicciilv  oiic  iialf  of  the  town,  as  it  was  then  con- 
stituted, became  for  the  first  time  proprictar)'  land. 

The  se\cnty-four  proprietors  and  freeholders  who  shared  in 
the  allotment  were  as  follows:  — 

Atwood,  Philip  Fosdick,  Juhu 

Bucknam,  Jaditb,  widow  of  Joses  Green,  Henry 

Bunker,  John  Capt  John 

Burditt  [Bura'e»\,  Thomas  John 

Calley,  Robert  Samuel,  Jr. 

rha<lwick.  James  Samuel,  Sen. 

Dexter,  John,  and  the  estate  of  John  Thomas,  estal*  of,  deceased 

Dexter,  deceased  Capt.  WiUtam 

Ev.in.<s.  Nathaniel  Greenland,  John 

Floyd,  Capt.  John  Grover,  T^ucanis 
Jo.scph  Simon 

Newhall's  trnining  place  was  on  the  plain  which  Mountain  Avenue  now 
crones,  east  of  Main  Street 


/ 
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Hill,  Abrahum 

Isa.i< 
Hills,  Lbene^er 
Genhom 
Howard  (//i. •<'■;/•■/],  Jonatlian 

Samuel,  estate  o{,  deceased 
Jenkins,  Ezekiel 
Lcmue! 
Oba-iiah 

Knower,  junathan 
I.am>on,  Joseph 
Lane,  Job 
Lynde,  Elizabeth 

John 
Joseph 

Ma»hall.  Widow,  and  the  estate  of  Ed- 
ward Marshall,  deceased^ 
Mudge,  John 
Newberry,  Tryal 
Newball.  Thomas 

Mkhols,  Jamea,  Jr.,  and  the  estate  of 
James  Nichols,  (leceaaed 
Nathaniel 
Oakes,  Thomas 

Paige,  Col.  Nichol.^s" 

Psirker,  Jacob,  estate  of,  deceased 

Pembeiton,  John,  house  of,  deceased 


Edward  Marshall  of  Reading  mar- 
ried Mary  Sw^n  in  1665.   He  removed 

to  M.ilden  and  wns  arlTnitti-d  ns  a  free- 
man in  1690.  lie  died  betoie  the  !>uinnier 
of  1693,  when  his  widow  comiiiiitcd 
those  freaks  In  connection  with  tiu- 
witchcraft  cases  which  arc  cL-.t:wh(.re 
related. 

*■  Colonel  Paige,  as  has  been  related, 
was  a  resident  of  Rumney  Marsh  and  not 
I  if  Maiden  ;  but  he  possessed  real  estate 
in  (be  town  to  an  amount  which  gave 
him  a  freehold  and  entitled  him  to  a 
share  in  the  allotments. 

Dorcas  Sayes  was,  perhaps,  the 
sister  of  Christopher  Sayes,  who,  having 
a  wife,  Hannah,  was  posst  ssi-d  of  f  weiitv- 
eight  acre;*  of  land  iii  Charlestown,  near 
the  Dexter  and  Mellens  lands  on  Mystic 
.Side,  which  he  mortgaged  to  Klias  Row 
of  Charlestown,  in  167S,  and  never  re- 
deemed. .1//.///.  Co.  DetJt,  vi.  424 ; 
Midd.  Court  t-il,s,  April,  16S0  In  [r,S[ 
he  lived  in  the  house  which  bt li>iiL't  (i  to 
the  estate  of  James  Mellens.  .!/../</. 
Court  Rtcords,  iv.  93.  His  widow,  Han- 
nah, in  1704,  was  the  owner  of  a  bouse 


Pratt,  Richard,  estate  of,  deceased 
Sargcant,  John,  Jr. 

Jolin,  Sen. 
Sayes,  Dorcas** 
Shute,  Richard 

.Skinni  r,  Abraham,  estate  of,  deceased 
Sprague,  Edward 
John 

Jonathan 

Phineas,  estate  of,  deceased 

Fhineas 

Samuel 

"  Clark  "  Samuel 
Lieut.  Samuel 
Swillaway,  Heniy 
Tufts,  Peter 
Uphaiai,  John 

Nathaniel 
Pbineas 

Wayte,  Joseph,  estate  of,  deceased 

Capt.  John,  estate  of,  deceased 
Whittemore,  Benjaoua 
Wigglesworth,  Rev.  Micliad 
Wilkinson,  Isaac 
John 

Wilson,  Lieut  Joseph 

Winslad  \  \ViHslma\^  Jacob 


and  six  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of 
tlie  road  from  Black  Ann's  Corner  to 

Sapamnre  Hill.  This  piece  of  land, 
which  was  a  triangle,  appears  to  have 
been  that  six  acres  of  woodland  which 
ua>  tin-  ]>roperfy  "f  Francis  Norton  in 
i6jS.  How  It  was  conveyed  or  trans- 
mitted does  not  appear.  Widow  Saj*e« 
was  living  in  1710,  being  then  in  the  list 
of  those  who  did  not  pay  "  publiquc 
charges  Jn  maiden ; "  and  she  died  soon 
after 

Dorcas  Sayes,  spinster,  sr>1d  to  Jona- 
than Harretl,  January,  15,  171 'j.  her  lot 
in  the  fifth  range  of  the  first  division, 
which  was  botmded  east  liy  Boston  line, 

and  was  that  which  was  allotted  to  her  in 
1695,  Mtdd.  Co.  Detdi,  xx.  653.  July  5, 
1715,  callinir  herself  a  single  woman,  she 

rlrcil'  d  to  Jani-.-s  Millinor  the  li'  ii-t  and 
land  whicti  had  been  the  property  of 
Hannah,  "in  Consideration  of  the  Love 

pond  will  and  affection  whi>.h  she  h.ith 
and  beatcth  unto  the  said  James  Milli- 
nor as  also  for  his  l.ove  ami  Kiiulncss  to 
her  in  providing  and  supiiortitig  of  her 
in  a  iut'.g  time  of  Lami.nesa  and  also  in 
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liesides  that  which  was  specially  granted  to  Thomas  Skinner, 
six  lots  of  six  acres  each  were  "  laid  out  on  y*  land  at  y*  end  of 
y«  300  accres—  The  first  lot  begining  next  Obadiah  Jenkins* 
lott:  "  which  was  the  last  lot  in  the  third  division.  The  grantees 
were  John  Chamberlin,  Thomas  Grover,  Samuel  Lewis,  Thomas 
Dunnell,  Hcnjamin  Webb,  and  William  Tccle.*"  Soon  after 
[June  3,  1695J  it  was  jiotcd  That  John  dexter  shall  haue  the 
hill  that  lieth  bctwcne  his  land  and  the  Spragues  land  in  satis- 
faction  for  the  want  he  had  in  his  formor  lotes."  ®* 

Charlestown  still  claimed  the  right  to  timber  and  wood  from 
the  woodlands  above  the  Spragues'  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Three  Mile  Brook,  which  had  been  reserved  for  the  Charlestown 
men  on  Mystic  Side  in  the  agreement  of  1649.  The  title  to  the 
lot  of  five  acres  at  Sandy  Bank,  which  Maiden  had  conveyed  to 
Hrnry  Swillaway  in  1674  and  which  Charlestown  claimed  as  a 
portit)n  of  her  common  landinj:^  place  there,  was  also  in  question. 
At  a  meeting  held  September  23.  1695,  Henry  Green,  Joseph 
Hasey,  Joseph  Lanison,  Phineas  Uphani,  and  J(jnathan  SpraL;ue 
were  chosen  to  attend  the  town's  interest  "  consarning  the  wood 
one  the  weste  side  of  the  mill  Brook:  and  Swillaways  land  at 
Sandybanke:  against  Charlstown  men  thare  laying  claimc  to 

her  sicknea*.*'  This  land  was  bounded :  made  under  peculiar  circumstances.  The 

E..   the   countiy  road ;   s.,  Tiioma*  gnmtees  wece  not  among  the  proprietois 

Waite ;  w.,  Simon  Grover ;  v.,  it  runs  and  freeholders  and  were  not  entitled  to 

to  a  point.    MuiJ.  Co.  Deeds,  xxw.  19S.  a  share  in  the  division.    If  they  were  not 

The  land  of   Thomas  Waite  is  now  paupers,  they  were  apparently  such  as 

owned  by  the  proprietors  of  Woodlawn  needed  assistance.    Dtmnell  was  the 

CeniLtcry.  t  wii  sexton  and  Ll\v;s  Iiai!  .uted  in  the 

I'here  is  no  record  of  the  death  of  same  capacity.    I'hrec  of  the  six,  at 

Dorcas  Saves.    Hannah,  the  wife  of  least.  Grover,  Dunndl,  and  Teele,  were 

James  ATiltiiH.r,         m.iy  have  been  her  not  ta.xpaycrs  in  1710,  alilna'.^ti  firing  in 

niece  and  the  daughter  of  Christopher  the  town.    Teele  .sold  his  »ix  acres  in 

and  Hannah  Sayes,  died  in  February  1706  to  Philip  Atwood  of  Bradford. 

'7  '  *j-    James  Millinor  rt-moved  soon  Midii.  Cf.  /''r./y,  xiv.  147. 
after  to  Mansfield,  where  he  w.ks  a  resi-  1  his  was,  apparently,  that  rocky 

dent  in  1744.  when  he  married  Ruth  hill  on  which  now  stands  the  house  (Mf 

Pierce  of  Makien.    I'rcvioiis  to  hi«  re-  the  Kcrnwood  Club  on  Alpine  Street, 

nioval  he  sold  the  .Sayes  house  aiui  iaiul  The  laiul  of  John  Dexter  is  described  in 

to  It  11  <jh  Floyd.    Midd.  Co.  D,(Js,  xliii.  chap.  iii.  note  33.    That  of  the  Sprague-i. 

70S.  Eighty  years  ago,  the  house,  which  extending  from  the  rocks  a'.  iOak 

is  still  standing  near  the  Revere  line  a  Grove)  to  the  Maiden  Rivei,  < uprlsed 

short  distance  northeast  of  Woodlawn  nearly  one-half  of  the  territory  now  cov- 

Ccmetery,  was  occupied  by  a  negro  ered  by  Ward  IV  and  that  portion  of 

known  as  old  Samson.  Ward  lU  which  i«  «ast  of  Cedar  Street. 
**  Tbb  grant  appears  to  hax'e  been 
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it."  At  a  later  meeting  they  were  given  full  power  to  settle  or 
to  protect  the  town  in  law.  The  Charlesttnvn  people  pushed 
their  claims  and  the  matter  was  finally  settled  by  arbitration. 
In  a  deed,  dated  December  30,  1695,  John  Cutler,  acting  as 
agent  for  Charlestown,  conveyed  to  the  committee  all  the  rights 
of  that  town  in  the  Swillaway  land  and  "  to  all  the  wood  and 


limber  standing  or  being  on  y*  Lands  in  maiden  to  the  West- 
ward of  Spot  pond  Brooke."^*  Although  this  deed  was  dated 
in  December,  1695,  it  was  not  recorded  until  May  20.  1699. 
Some  delay  apparently  occurred  in  its  delivery  after  its  pro- 
vi>ions  were  settled.  The  following  entries  are  found  in  the 
town  records :  — 

[January  6,  i6g5^.]  voted 'WyaX  Chap'  John  Green  and  Dcakcn  John 
Greenland  are  Chosen  and  in  poured  to  treeat  and  demand  of  charls- 
town  men  what  land  is  due :  to  us  from  them. 

March  9,  169^.]  uoUd  That  Cap^  John  Green  and  Lett  Joseph 
wilUon  and  Thomas  newhall  are  fully  iroponred  to  agree  with  Charls- 
town  men  in  all  diferances  Betwene  Charlestown  and  molden. 

The  rights  which  had  been  reserved  in  the  common  landing 
place  at  Sandy  Bank  continued  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Charlestown  on  Mystic  Side,  although  it  appears  that  the 
Maiden  people  were  inclined,  at  times,  to  encroach  upon  the 
privileges  of  their  "  Charlestown  neighbors."  An  order  which 
was  made  by  the  selectmen  of  Charlestown  in  17 10  was  intended 

*•  Miiiti.  Co.  Di  tds,  xii.  329. 
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to  correct  that  evil ;  but  I  find  no  evidence  that  it  was  recog< 
nized  by  Maiden,  or  that  it  was  ever  enforced. 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  Selectmen  of  Charbtowne  June  the  26?  1710. 

Wheras  Complaint  is  made  to  us  by  Severall,  of  the  Inhabitants  of  our 
town  that  thos  parts  of  the  upper  and  Lower  S:indy  banks  which  be- 
longeth  to  Charlsiowne  is  generally  so  Cumbred  with  Wood  &c.  Laid 
thereon  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Maldon  and  others  not  Inhabitants  of 
Charlsiowne  that  our  Inhabitants  Can  not  find  room  to  Lay  any  Wood, 
Timber  &c.  for  transportation  for  Remiding  of  which  and  that  the 
Town  may  [have]  some  benifit  of  their  parts  of  the  said  banks  or 
Landing  phices.  The  Selectmen  have  ordef*  and  imywvred  M'  Henry 
Green  and  Th^  Gary  both  Inhabitants  of  Charbtowne.  To  demand 
and  Receive  of  Every  person  that  Shall  Lay  any  Cord  on  either  part 
of  Said  bank  that  belongetb  to  Chartstowne  £»^pting  the  Inhabiunts 
of  Charbtowne  the  ram  of  three  pence  pf  Cord  f<M-  every  Cord  shall  be 
Uiid  on  our  parts  of  the  bank  as  aforesaid  and  if  it  Lye  above  one 
month  three  pence  p'  month  and  the  persons  appointed  to  put  this 
order  into  F.xecution  arc  ordered  to  acquaint  the  Srlerfmen  ot'  Maliloii 
of  this  order  that  they  (if  they  se  Cause)  may  acquaint  their  Inliabi- 
tants  herof. 

pT  oidf  of  the  Selectmen  Nath'?'  Dows  Tnm  CkrkJ^ 

Landing  and  loading  at  Sandy  Bank  continued  to  be  prac- 
tised b\  tlic  Mystic  Side  men  as  they  brought  timber  and  wood 
from  tlicir  distant  commons  in  the  Middlesex  Fells,  west  of  the 
Maiden  line;  and  it  was  productive  of  strife  until  the  union 
of  "Charls:  Town  on  the  North  Side  of  Mistick  River"  with 
Maiden,  in  1726,  merged  the  conflicting  rights  and  transferred 
contention  to  a  wider  field. 

Some  parcels  of  common  land  remained  after  the  division, 
but  nothing  of  considerable  extent    It  was 

uotkd  [May  27,  1697,]  That  Edward  Sprague  shall  haue  ;  that  peece 
of  common  /  lieth  nere  wilkensons  to  him  and  his  haires  foreuer :  and 
y*  town  doth  giue  jt  him  jn  consideration  of  what  does  fell  short  of  his 

proportion  jn  one  of  his  lots  latly  layd  out  to  him  one  y*  west  side  of 
y«  mill  Riuer :  And  for  that  saniic  :  he  don  for  y'  town  jn  yecr 
:  and  jn  v'  veer  1697  t  as  a  town  trt  surar  :  y*  abouesaid  peece  of 
common  containcih  by  estemation  three  accres  more  or  les  bounded 
one  y'  southestardly  comnar  by  a  spring  of  watar :  northwestardly  by 
long  pond  meddo  so  caled  northestardly  by  wilkensons  land  southardly 
by  m'  lains  lot : 

»  CharlesieviH  Rttards,  vi.  78' 
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Corporal  John  Green,  Phincas  Upham,  and  Joseph  Floyd 
were  chosen,  April  17,  1699,  to  run  "y'  bounds  and  renew 
y  marks  between  proprioters  land:  and  y*  small  peecc  of  com- 
mon land :  adjoining  to  L  pond :  which  was  left  for  convenence 
for  wattering." 

Seven  or  eight  acres  were  reserved  in  the  small  plain  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Wayle's  Mount  and  Sprague's  Ledge,  in  refer- 
ence to  which  the  following  entry  appears  in  the  records :  — 

[iune:  3:  1695.]  uoied  The  propositions  propounded  to  Edward 
Spiague  Consarninge  A  peece  of  Land  for  A  training  felde  he  hath 
untcll  wensday  night  next  after  the  date  heareof  to  Consider  of  and 
then  to  give  an  ansear 

The  Remaining  part  of  the  Common  one  the  weste  side  next  to  John 
prats  lote  allso  the  peece  of  Common  that  is  be  hinde  Thomas  new* 
halles  land  shall  be  deuided  betwten  sixe  men  namely  Joseph  Sargent 
John  uinton  I'homas  upham  Joseph  Balldin  Jsacc  Green  and  James 
Hufly  jf  the  Said  Sprague  Exepts  then  the  said  Green  and  Houey  is 
to  hauc  that  peece  by  the  said  newh.ils  land  if  not  then  Green  and 
houey  must  agree  or  draw  which  shall  go :  ouer  to  Charlcstown  side  for 
his  Equall  parte  with  them  thare  and  fore  accres  one  tiie  beste  side  of 
this  last  mencined  land  to  be  at  the  townes  disposing 

uo/ed  That  Thomas  oewhall  and  Ebenecer  Hills  are  Chosen  to  make 
choise  of  foure  accres  out  of  the  peece  of  common  be  hinde  Thomas 
newhales  land  for  the  use  of  the  towne  jf  there  be  ocasion 

The  propositions  to  Edward  Sprague  were  evidently  not 
accepted ;  and  the  "  sixe  men/'  who  do  not  appear  among  the 
proprietors  and  freeholders,  being  young  men  or  new  comers, 
may  have  received  lots  **  one  the  weste  side,"  but  the  training 
field  lot  was  not  divided.  Ten  years  later  James  Hove/s  case 
was  considered  and  it  was  voted, 

Man  h  y"  12;  ijo^-^  That  peece  of  land  behind  Tho  newhals  land 
That  lieth  between  y"  towns  4  accres  And  John  waits  part  of  y*  mount : 
Js  Ginen  to  James  Houey  Jl  beeing  by  estamadon  telween  3  and 
4  accres. 

riie  rcmaininjT  four  acres  prohahU-  continued  to  be  tiscd  as 
a  '■  traincing  place  both  for  horse  and  fote,"  for  which  puri)<>!>e 
it  was  admirably  adapted.  It  was  still  common  land  in  May, 
1720,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to  renew  its  bounds; 
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and  it  was  voted  to  sell  it  soon  after.  It  became  a  part  of  the 
adjoining  Ncwhall  land. 

Otlicr  parcels  rcniaiiicd,  and  in  time  were  abs<:>rbcd  by  the 
highways,  sold,  or  quirtly  taken  in  by  the  ncii^hburiiig  proprie- 
tors. Such  were  the  landing  [)lace  at  SaiKi\-  Bank,  a  strip  of 
land  by  the  highway  near  Hill  s  tavern,  the  way  to  the  North 
Spring,  and  other  rights  of  way.  The  annexation  of  M)  stic  Siile 
brought  otlR'r>  —  the  landing  places  at  W'ornuvood  I'oint  and 
Moiiltons  Island,  the  watering  j)Iace  at  the  South  Spring,  and 
otiier  small  lots  which  have  disa])pcarcd  as  common  lands. 
Land  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Fir^t  Parish  meeting  house 
was  mentioned  as  common  land  within  the  present  ccntur\  ;  and 
other  land  on  its  southerly  side  was  given  for  public  u>cs  or 
acquired  in  some  unrecorded  manner  in  the  ear!\-  half  of  the 
last  century.  It  was  in  reference  to  the  latter  lot  that  the  follow- 
ing vote  was  passed  :  — 

[March  t,  i74|j.]  rot.  that  the  town  will  build  a  new  pound  and 
thai  it  shall  stand  at  the  si*uihwcsi  comer  of  ihe  towns  land  that  is 
adgoyning  to  the  land  wher  on  the  meeting  hous  now  standeth," 


*■  The  original  location  of  the  pound 
was  on  the  west  side  of  the  present 

M.iin  Street  ami  apparently  south  of  the 
bridge  by  which  the  Medford  Koad 
crossed  Three  Mile  Brook.  Its  site  may 
be  very  nearly  represented  by  that  of  the 
piesent  engine  house,  opposite  Irving 
Street.  It  is  incidentally  menticmed  in 
March,  170'  ' .  as  lieing;  near  the  house 
of  I»aac  Hill,  which  iitood  on  the  site 
of  the  City  Hall.  The  first  mention  of 
a  pound  in  flif  t<  iwn  records  i<  under  the 
date  of  .SepiciiiLct  2,  1701,  when  ii  was 

"  uolfd  That  j'^  select  men  shall  se  y» 
yi  jininMl  Ix;  Krp.iitcd  s|><  < dily.  Isaac 
llili  js  uotecl  pound  kcepar." 

The  old  pound  had  become  dilapidated 
in  1740  and  it  was  voted  not  to  rebuild 
but  to  repair  it ;  but  at  the  annual  meet* 
ing,  M.>rch  f,  174)^,  the  vote  recorded 
in  the  text  was  passed.  At  an  adjourned 
meetinf;  the  new  pound  was  voted  to  ho 
thirty  feet  square  and  'liuiltwith  sels 
and  cap  pcce»  and  that  it  shall  \k  six 
foot  and  a  half  high."  The  work  ap- 
pears to  have  been  performed  with  the 
tardiness  which  was  common  with  our 


and  at  the 

ji,  it  was  "vet 


Cathers  in  such  matters 
meeting  in  March,  174* 

th.it  tlie  ol'l  pound  shall  be  improved 
to  repair  the  personage  fence."  The 
new  pound  was  placed  on  the  southerly 
side  of  the  meeting  house,  as  indii  ited 
by  the  vote ;  and  near  it  a  school  house 
was  btiiit  about  twenty  years  later. 

In  1771  it  w.iv  v()((.d  to  raise  fourteen 
pounds  in  lawful  money  *'  to  build  a 
Stone  Pound,"  which  appears  to  have 
been  pf.ired  in  the  .s.uiie  location, 
t  hat  tlie  school  house  was  cuntiguous 
Is  ascertained  by  a  vote,  which  was 
passed  in  1778  at  a  meeting  tH  ir  \  xA. 
been  adjourned  to  the  tavern  of  Charles 
Hill  near  by. 

'*  volfd  tliat  the  ServeyoTS  put  the 
Stones  by  the  pound  in  a  wall  Iletwecn 
the  said  pound  and  the  School  house." 

The  rebuilding  of  the  meeting  house 
in  1803  necessitated  the  renoval  of  the 
pound ;  .Tinl  it  was  voted  to  use  the 
stones  of  which  it  was  composed  about 
the  new  house.  The  record  adds,  tbb 
Voted  wa.«  [>r(>ti  <;trd  .i^'.tinst  by  Missrs 
Tbo*.  HiUs  &  John  Waitt."  The  nest 
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Some  common  rights  of  pasturage  in  the  sheep  pasture  and 
the  Scadan  hills  may  have  survived  the  division;  for  it  «ras 
voted,  May  28,  1703, 

i  lial  Joseph  tloyd  hath  Liberty  to  hang  two  Gales  upon  y*^  town  high- 
way between  Country  Rhoad :  and  y*  Rocks :  on  y*  east  side  of  his 
House :  And  y*  Gats  to  stand :  so  Long  as  y"  town-cattle  may  haue 
free  passag  from  aboue  y"  Rocks  down  to  y"  s"*  country  Rhode:  be- 
tween y*  s''  Jo  floyds  hous  and  his  brotbar  daniels  hous. 

year  it  was  voted  "  To  BuOd  a  wooden  until  the  burning  of  tbe  school  house  in 

pound."  which  was  to  bo  '*  as  near  the  1848.    The  four  square  rnds  of  the  old 

old  sputt  [a^J  may  bt-  cuiivcnient ; "  and  pound  became  a  part  oi  the  adjoining 

it  was  placed  near  the  northerly  corner  lands  and  the  site  is  now  covered  by  the 

of  the  Reading  and  Mcdfurd  R(jads  on  a  ei?tcr1v  portion  of  the  Cox  block.  A 

spot  now  covefcd  by   Central  Square,  iic w  jjoiind,  « hicli  h.is  now  di^i.i;)])eau d, 

It  was  so  placed  that  the  brook  flowed  was  built  on  the  north  side  of  Salem 

in  upon  its  westerly  side,  making  a  con-  Street  on  land  which  is  now  the  west* 

venient  watering  place  for  impounded  erly  corner  of  Bower*  Aventiet  wb''^ 

cattle.    It  was  removed  in  1833,  when  wxs  bought  of  John  B.  Fanlkne^  in 

the  town  for  thirt/  dollars  bonght  of  1849,  for  fifty  dollars. 

Wllliani  Barrett  a  piece  of  land,  two  Chartes  Hill  was  chosen  pound  Veeper 

rods  square,  lying  west  of  the   brick  in  March,  1804,  succeeding  his  father, 

school  house  on  the  bill.   Midd.  Co.  Charley  the  innholder,  who  died  the 

Deeds,  cccxxiii.  366.  Hei«  it  remained,  next  montii.  He  held  the  oflSce  lor 

a"w<Hjdcn  pound,"  which  tbe  boys  of  many  years  in  connection  with  tilOW  oC 

"the  old  brick"  will  well  remember,  consuble  and  sexton. 
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POVERTY  AUD  SLAVERY. 


HE  people  of  Maiden,  while  strur;gling  with  their  po\-ert\' 


of  worklly  goods,  were  forced  to  recognize  a  lower  depth 
to  which  some,  nioic  uraortunate  than  others,  descended,  to 
t^i\  e  assistance  to  w  hom  became  no  less  a  matter  of  charity 
than  of  Christian  duty.  Truth  compels  me  to  admit  that  charity 
and  Christian  duty  were  sometimes  overcast  by  considerations 
of  a  worldly  economy  or  a  calculating  expediency,  which  shows 
the  our  forcgoers  were  possessors  of  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the 
ordinary  weaknesses  of  humanity. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  record  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate 
has  received  much  attention  from  the  local  historian,  who  is 
usually  more  at  home  in  eulogizing  the  men  of  the  past  and  their 
deeds  or  magnif)  ing  the  tittle  greatness  of  some  man  of  the 
present,  whose  success  in  the  minor  things  of  life  has  given  him 
a  local  reputation,  which  the  perspective  of  time  will  soon  re- 
duce to  its  proper  proportions.  If  we  pause  for  a  while  to 
consider  the  poor  of  the  past,  we  may  violate  some  fancied  rule 
of  historical  propriet)' ;  but  if  we  are  wise,  we  may  take  to  our- 
selves a  lesson  of  humility,  which  may  not  be  amiss.  Lazarus 
at  the  gate  is  not  always  a  pleasing  object;  but  he  is  very  ob^ 
trusive  in  the  life  around  us,  and  his  condition  is  a  sharp  and, 
perhaps,  needful  contrast  to  the  many  follies  which  we  cherish. 

Doubtless  poverty  came  to  Mystic  Side  with  the  earliest,  or 
sickness  and  adverse  circuntstances  may  have  soon  invited  its 
presence.  Pity  or  importunity  may  have  induced  neighborly 
hands  to  lighten  its  woes ;  but  neighborly  hands  were  tied  by 
their  own  necessities,  for  the  conditions  of  life  were  hard,  and 
the  poor  soon  became  a  public  charge. 

The  first  pauper  case,  which  can  with  certainly  be  connected 
with  Maiden,  is  that  of  Richard  Smith,  a  brotheMn-Iaw  of 
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Thomas  Dickcrman,  who  as  the  apparent  cause  of  his  misfor- 
tune "  did  hyre  "  a  house  of  one  John  Ripton,  a  Scotchman  — 
"  Ripton  y'  liucs  at  the  house  where  y*  Scotchmen  once  were  in 
Boston  Bounds" — beyond  the  Written  Trees  or  Black  Ann's 
Corner,'  and  entered  into  a  "  bargaine"  with  Benjamin  Muzzey, 
who  was  then,  or  soon  after,  a  tenant  on  the  Keayne  farm  at 
Rumncy  Marsh.  In  this  case  the  General  Court  passed  the 
following  order. 

[1658,  19  October.]  In  ansf  to  the  petition  of  Richard  Smith 
humbly  desiring  this  Courts  favo'  so  to  order  it  that  he  may  not  be  ex- 
posed to  misery,  w"*  his  wife,  being  denjed  to  haue  his  bargaine  w"* 
Bcnja.  Muzzey,  &  by  that  meanes  is  harborlesse,  &c,  the  Court  judgeth 
it  meele  to  referre  the  petitioners  for  releife  to  next  Court  in  Midlesex.'* 

The  County  Court,  hearing  the  matter,  did  "  order  that  the 
select  men  of  mauldon  take  care  for  the  disposall  &  P'vission  for 
Richard  Smith  &  his  wife,  vntill  the  next  Court  of  this  Coun;  " 
and  at  the  session  in  April,  "  not  finding  just  reason  to  impose 
him  as  an  Jnhabitant,  on  any  towne  w'**  in  this  County,"  referred 
the  case  back  to  the  General  Court,  "  for  further  settlcni^ 
...  as  also  for  the  sattisfact?  of  Mauldon  for  \\\  they  already 
have  expended  for  his  p'sent  supply."  ^  The  General  Court 
finally  disposed  of  the  matter  by  the  following  order:  — 

[1659,  28  May. J  The  Court  on  hearing  the  case  comend  to  this 
Court  by  the  County  Court  of  Cambridge  for  the  setlcmcnt  of  Richard 
Smith  &  his  wife,  on  a  full  hearing  of  the  case,  onier,  that  Maulden 
beare  the  chardg  of  Richard  Smith  &  his  wife  for  the  ijme  past,  and 
that  the  sajd  Smith  and  his  wife  belong  to  Boston.* 

George  Felt,  or  Felch,  who  was  destined  after  some  prosper- 
ity and  many  trials  to  trouble  the  people  of  Maiden  not  a  little, 


'  MiJd.  Court  Filts,  viii.  2.  John 
Ripton  and  the  Scotchmen,  whoever  they 
m.iy  have  been,  have  escaped  the  notice 
of  local  historians  and  I  am  unable  to 
give  aught  concerning  them.  They  may 
have  been  workmen  at  the  ncighlxiring 
iron  works  \vitl>  their  countrymen,  .Archi- 
bald Anderson  and  MacCallum  More 
Downing,  who  lived  near  by;  or  they 
may  have  been  some  of  the  Scotch 
prisoners  whom  Cromwell  took  at  Dun- 


bar in  1650  and  sent  to  New  England. 
Ripton  was  living  in  1665.  "  The  Scotch 
house"  is  mentioned  in  1671,  and  by  a 
correction  in  the  line  was  found  to  l>e 
about  four  rods  within  the  bounds  of 
I.ynn.  It  is  noticed  again  in  167S. 
Boston  TiKi'ii  Rf cords,  ii.  92,  \  \\. 

Mass.  Colony  Records,  iv.  ( I ),  355. 

•  A/idd.  Court  Records,  i.  16S,  178. 

*  Miiss.  Colony  Records,  iv.  (I ),  375. 
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appears  as  an  inhabitant  of  Charlcstown  in  1633.  In  tlic  first 
division  of  lands  at  Mystic  Side  lie  received  the  hvc-acre  lot 
numbered  seventeen  ;  and  in  the  later  great  allotment  he  had 
his  proportion  of  land  in  five  acres  in  Scadan,  on  the  northern 
edge  of  the  Great  Swamp,  and  twenty  acres  "  above  y  Ponds." 
These  lands  aj>pcar  in  the  Book  of  Possessions  in  1638,  with 
other  lands  which  he  had  purchased  from  the  allotments  at 
Mystic  Side  and  elsewhere  within  the  bounds  of  Charlcstown. 

At  this  time  he  lived  in  his  house  on  the  Ciiarlcstuwn  side  ; 
but  he  soon  crossed  the  river  and  built  upon  land  which 
he  had  acquired  near  the  South  Spring,  where,-  as  has  been 
seen,  his  house  is  mentioned  in  1640.  He  brought  with  him 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  a  dauj^hter  of  Widow  Prudence  \\  ilkinson, 
who  alsu  became  a  settler  upon  her  live-acre  allotment  riot  far 
away.  With  them  came  their  children,  George,  Elizabeth,  and 
Mary.  The  wife  had  been  admitted  to  the  Charlcstown  church, 
January  19,  l639  jo,  and  these  children  were  baptised  in  her  right 
a  week  later,  as  was  also  her  younger  child,  Moses,  December 
10,  1641.''  The  husband  \vas  therefore  not  a  church  member 
at  liiat  time;  and  as  he  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  attained 
the  condition  of  a  freeman,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  c\  er  joined 
the  Maiden  church,  whose  records  for  that  early  period  are  not 
e.xtant. 

About  this  time  Felt  became  a  landholder  at  Wescustogo, 
or  Broad  Cove,  now  North  Yarmouth,  in  Casco  Bay,  purchasing 
of  the  Welshman,  John  Phillips,  three  hundred  acres  within  the 
Gorges  patent  Phillips  had  probably  squatted  upon  the  land 
or  gained  an  Indian  title,  which  Felt  strengthened  in  1643  by  a 
repurchase  of  Richard  Vines,  the  agent  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges. 
He  or  Phillips,  before  him,  had  built  a  stone  trading-house  or 
garrison  thereon.*  Although  his  arrival  there  is  said  to  have- 
marked  the  birth  day  of  North  Yarmouth,"  ^  I  see  no  reason 
for  assuming  that  he  became  an  immediate  settler.  I  rather 
suppose  that  he  was  a  trader  along  the  eastern  coast,  as  were 
Thomas  Mitchell,  the  Moaltons,  and  perhaps  other  Mystic  Side 

*  Chariestinvn  Church  Records,  in  loco.        '•  Old   J imei  tn  North  Yarmoulh^ 

*  N,  E.  ma,  and  Gentat,  Jtiguter,  442, 
six.  138. 
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and  Maiden  men  then  and  in  later  years.  His  storehouse,  in  a 
convenient  location,  was  the  headquarters  of  himself  and  his 
men  during  the  season  of  traffic,  and  a  safe  place  of  deposit  for 
his  goods.  From  it  he  extended  his  enterprises  along  the 
coast  and,  perhaps,  into  the  country  for  short  distances;  and 
around  it  the  savages  gathered,  trading  their  skins  and  fish  for 
his  powder,  his  beads,  his  blankets,  and  strong  waters.  I  re- 
ceive this  opinion  of  Felt  rather  than  that  which  makes  of  him 
a  quiet  settler  in  those  stormy  days. 

While  he  was  engaged  at  the  eastward,  his  wife  and  young 
family  remained  at  Mystic  Side.  In  1648  he  is  styled  "  Georg 
Felch,  Inhabitant  in  Charitown,  on  mistike  syde;  and  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  new  town  he  continued  an  inhabitant  of 
Mystic  Side,  but  not  of  Maiden,  his  house  lot  '*  butting  on  the 
High  way  leading  from  the  said  house  towards  the  Spring  and 
on  the  line  which  runeth  between  charlstowne  and  Maiiklen."* 
This  was  that  land  which  was  afterwards  the  home  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary captain,  Daniel  Waters,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the 
Everett  Crystal  Spring  Water  Company,  at  the  westerly  corner 
of  Ferry  and  Chelsea  Streets  in  Everett. 

Elizabeth  h'elt  does  not  apj)ear  among  the  women  who  peti- 
tioned, in  165 1,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Matthews;  but  .she  was  pre- 
sented for  not  attending  public  worship,  in  1653,^*^  which  may 


I  CkarltUewH  Arekhut,  xniv.  121. 

»  AfiJ,l.  Co-  /Va.'s  iii.  The 
easterly  five  acres  of  lot  number  eleven 
were  assigned  to  Ezekiel  Richardson  in 
the  first  nllotmciit  anrl  w-xr  acquired 
by  Felt  in  sumc  unrecoidcd  way.  It 
was  upon  this  lot  that  he  hud  built  in 
1640,  as  is  e!s' '.vlit Tt-  >tated.  He  had 
sold  his  original  live  acre  lot  to  Gaudy 
James,  perhaps  as  early  as  1638,  the 
record  of  1649  in  Charlesltnvn  ArcAivet, 
xxxiv.  121,  being,  apparently,  a  confir- 
mation of  an  earlier  transaction.  The 
lot,  with  the  house  that  he  had  built, 
was  a  part  of  his  possessions  in  Charles- 
town  and  Maiden,  which  he  sold  to  John 
Phillips  in  1664;  but  1  cannot  explain 
how  its  five  acres  had  grown  to  nine 
while  its  l>riiiii(I-s  and  abutters  c^idcnrlv 
ran  upon  the  old  Une».   From  Phillips 


it  passed  to  Joseph  Stower,  in  1668.  and 

\v.H  occupied  liy  S.imuel  Stowtr  in  i~2i. 
In  1771,  with  an  approach  to  its  original 
extent,  it  was  sold  as  six  acres,  with  the 
hou*e  rinfl  barn,  to  Daniel  Wati  r«,  hy 
Nath.in  Sargeant,  acting  as  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate  of  Mary,  hb  late 
AN  ifc.  The  house,  wliiLh  appcnrs  to  have 
been  the  early  structure  of  l  elt,  enlarged 
and  improved  hy  later  ownen,  was  dC' 
molisbed  about  the  year  iS5a 

At  the  same  Court,  Flora  I^honie 
was  presented  for  Sabbath  breaking. 

"Maulden  Rowland  I^yhemcs  wyfe 
of  Charlstowne  [Mystic  Side]  for  making 
Disturbance  in  the  tymc  of  the  publick 
ordinances  on  the  Lords  Daye  att  Maul- 
den Meeting  howse  witnes  Thomas  hc't 
T'Ma''  e'.iiinijton  Charlctowne  Rowland 
Lahcrnes  wyfc  for  washing  or  rcnsing 
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indicate  that  her  interest  in  spiritual  matters  was  not  intense. 
It  has  been  said  that  Felt  removed  to  Casco  about  1660,  but  as 
his  house  at  Mystic  Side  was  "clal>orded"  by  William  Buck-  ^  •  , 
nam  in  1662  and  in  the  same  year  he  ^vas  accused  of  defaming 
the  character  of  Bridget,  the  wife  of  his  neighbor  Richard 
Dexter,  **  saying  she  was  a  lyar,"  the  inference  that  he  re- 
mained at  Mystic  Side  is  not  strained.  He  certainly  appears  as 
one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  in  November,  i664» 
although  he  had  signed  a  declaration  as  an  inhabitant  at  Cisco 
in  the  previous  ycar.'^  In  a  deed  made  to  John  Phillips  of 
Boston,  November  i,  1664,  conveying  his  lands  "in  the  bounds 
of  the  Townships  of  Charlestown  and  Maldon,"  to  the  amount 
of  ninety-four  acres,  he  is  called  "  of  Casco  in  N.  E.  mason." 
Two  years  later  he  was  at  Casco  Bay  serving  upon  a  jury  in  a 
murder  case.  There  he  remained,  adding  to  his  possessions  a 
further  purchase  of  two  thousand  acres  of  John  Phillips,  and  j 
continuing,  perhaps,  the  trading  enterprises  which  iiad  first 
taken  him  to  Broad  Cove,  until  the  Indian  war  of  1675-6,  when, 
with  other  settlers  of  the  main  land«  he  took  refuge  upon  some 
of  the  neiL,diboring  islands. 

During  the  troubles  which  followed,  the  eastern  coast  was 
swept  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  improvements  which  the  thrifty 
settlers  had  made  were  destroyed.  In  September,  1676,  George 
Felt,  the  eldest  son  of  otir  subject,  was  slain  with  others  at 
Peak's  Island.  He  was  the  head  of  a  family  and  a  man  of  ^ 
enterprise  and  coura;^e.  ami  his  death  was  greatly  lamented.'* 

After  the  Indian  troubles  had  closed  in  1678,  Felt  is  supposed 
to  have  returned  to  liis  possessions  at  Broad  Cove,  where  he  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  parting  with  a  portion  of  his  land  to 
Walter  Gcndall  in  16S0,  and  losing  the  Phillips  purchase  of  two 
thousand  acres,  which  appears  to  have  possessed  only  an  Indian 

cloathfs  vppon  the  SnWi  Daye  witaes  ^-  C^.  Ch,irlfst<y:on  /^•r,<rJi,\y[.\ov.  ^, 

Juliii  < .  4ic  williain  .\ycr.-».  '  A.  E.  Hist,  and  Geneal.  HegitUr, 

I  ji  111  tri  ll  '  >1.CL'  freely  acknowledged  v,  264.    There  is  a  possibility  that  it  was 

and  coiifr  >scd  her  ^in  nnd  fjuilt  in  ili<;  the  son,  and  not  t he  father,  whO  »gMd 

Court,  .iiul  her  lia>b»iiKi  K^iW^aini  the  dccl.iratioti. 

horne  consented  to  alow  the  4  wjI;h-»s.-.>  '*  Mi,id.  Co.  Dads,  iii.  154. 

4*  p'  diem."    Midd.  Court  f'lits,  iii.;  "  Hubl-ard,    hsdtxn    U'nrs,   ii.  45; 

iV/Wl/.  Cintrt  Rec0rds,  i.  51.  WiUiamson.  litsii^iy  of  Maine,  i.  540. 

"  Midd.  Court  fShtf  xi.  la 
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title  that  was  set  aside  by  the  courts  at  a  later  period.  The 
little  right  which  he  retained  under  the  Gorges  title  at  Casco 
Bay  he  finally  conveyed  to  his  soo  and  grandson,  Moses  and 
George,  in  1684. 

Although  in  his  settlement  in  Massachusetts  Bay  he  had  never 
been  of  Maiden  he  came  here,  where  his  son-in-law,  James 
Nichols,  who  had  married  Mary  Felt,  was  an  inhabitant.  If  he 
received  any  compensation  from  Gcndall,  it  soon  disappeared ; 
for  an  entry  in  the  Maiden  records,  which  may  have  been  made 
in  1681,  or  a  few  years  later,  shows  th.it  the  town  paid  "To 
Goodm.  Cully  [Scollay]  for  Howsroomc  for  George  ffelt  &  his 
wife  O.  10.  O."    A  little  later  the  town 

paidc  to  Robert  Callc  [CalleyJ  by  constable  Jacob  parker  ten  shil- 
lings for  ould  felts  dwelling  in  his  bouse  for  the  yeare  S5. 

In  1686  the  case  was  of  more  moment,  and  the  town  appears 
to  have  refused  to  support  the  Felts,  perhaps,  because  they  had 
been  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  and  had  not  come  to  Maiden 
until  they  were  in  a  condition  to  become  public  chai^res. 
Under  this  condition,  the  matter,  in  some  way  now  unknown, 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  County  Court ;  and  at  a 
town  meeting,  October  i,  1686,  it  was 

wUd,  that  the  Selectmen  are  to  take  care  of  ould  felt  till  the 
ooan^  courte 

voted  that  the  select  men  are  impourcd  to  mannag  the  crtsc  at  the 
county  courte  next  at  cambridg  conseming  ould  felt  in  the  behalfe  of 
the  l  uwae  and  the  towne  to  Beare  the  charges ; 

Soon  after,  the  Council  of  the  Colony 

[November  9,  x686.]  Ordered:  lliat  George  Felt  and  his  Wife 
(poor  persons  at  Maiden  in  the  County  uf  Middlesex)  be  maintained 
by  an  assessment  to  be  made  in  the  said  County  of  Middlesex  next 
County  Court" 

The  records  of  the  County  Court  and  the  Court  files  for  the 
period  to  which  the  order  was  referred  are  not  extant.  Felt 
and  his  wife  remained  in  Maiden ;  and  the  next  notice  of  them 
is  found  in  1688,  when  it  is  recorded  in  the  town  book  that 

W  CwHcil  Ktcordj.  in  ttt*. 
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The  Select  men  haue  receved  of  reading  constable  foure  pound  ten 
shillings  and  three  pence  for  the  vse  of  gorge  felt  and  his  wife  the 
seventh  of  apriU:  1688: 

iVbout  the  same  time  a  petition  was  made,  which  presents  the 
condition  of  the  petitioner  as  one  of  great  extremity,  but  noth- 
\\vg  came  from  the  application.  Indeed,  I  am  forced  to  believe 
that  while  his  case  was  one  to  excite  sympathy,  it  was  not  one 
which  was  entitled  to  a  legal  consideration.  The  purchase  of 
an  invalid  title  was  a  misfortune  for  which  the  law  then»  as  now, 
afforded  no  remedy. 

To  His  Excellency  S'  Edmund  Andros  Kt^.  b'C. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  George  Felt  Sen",  oj  Maulden 
Shtweths  That  it  is  my  grief  that  I  am  compelled  to  trouble  yo^  Ex- 
cellency at  tiiis  time  But  having  about  eighteen  yeares  since  purchased 

of  one  In  l^hillips  of  Boston  Gen'  late  Deceased  a  farme  or  Plaintation 
nt  a  j)!ricc  called  the  Great  Cove  (  in  Caskoe  Bay)  containing  about  two 
thousand  acres  of  niilantl  and  marsh  as  by  a  firm  Deed  under  s''  Phillips 
hand  and  seale  &c.  for  which  I  then  paid  hun  Sixty  pounds  money,  and 
improved  s<*  Farme  or  Plaintation  severoll  year's  before  I  bought  it  so 
that  the  whole  time  of  my  occupying  of  it  was  about  one  and  twenty 
years  But  some  time  after  the  late  Indian  warr  it  was  withheld  from 
me  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  s"*  Town  of  Caskoe  Bay  and  being  by 
s  warr  much  impoverished  I  could  not  recover  it  out  of  their  hands. 
I  also  am  now  furtcd  to  suffer  for  want  of  convcnitut  care  taken  of  me 
in  my  present  distresse  being  about  Eighty  Seaven  year's  old  and 
very  crasy  and  weak 

Therefore  yo^  Petitio'  xecomendeth  his  case  to  yo*  Excellencies 
pnulent  consideration  humbly  beccarhing  and  earnestly  begging  that 
if  it  seem  meet  .nnd  convenient  yo'  Excellency  would  he  i»le,isi'd  to 
fivo'  yo'  petitio'  thai  he  may  have  a  confirmation  of  his  s'  land  und' 
such  niudcrule  t[uil  rent  «kc.  as  wlU  as  au  ord'  to  y    i'ownsracn  of 

Maulden  aboves**  for  something  at  present  to  releavc  yo:  petition!  in 
this  his  extreem  poverty  &c.  The  which  shall  farther  oblige  yo'^  peti- 
tioT  as  in  duty  bound  daily  to  pray  for  y'  Excellency  &c.^* 

After  the  failure  of  this  petition,  James  Nichols,  the  soa*in« 
law,  apparently  had  the  burden  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Fetts 
thrown  upon  him;  and  in  169 1  he  asked  the  General  Court  for 
relief  in  a  petition  which  is  not  now  in  its  place  in  the  archives. 
Its  answer  is,  however,  preserved. 

U  ^tast.  ArtUhes,  cxxviti.  2S2.   This  petition  is  undated  and  unsigned. 
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[May  29,  1 69 1.]  Upon  Hearing  the  Petition  of  James  Nichols 
Sen':  of  Maldeu  Ordered  that  George  Felt,  and  his  Wife  be  Accounted 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Maldeui  and  Accordingly  the  Select  Men 
<of  the  Town  to  take  the  care  of  them.'^ 

This  order,  which  settled  the  Felts  upon  Maiden  and  made 
them  "  town's  poor,"  was  promptly  obeyed. 

maldon  June  8""  1691,  voted  dX  a  publikTowne  meeting  that  there  be 
raised  4  or  5  pounds  for  the  present  supply  of  gorge  felt  and  his  wife 
to  be  paide  in  provision  in  or  as  niony : 

The  next  provision  made  for  the  unfortunate  Felts  by  the 
town  combined  an  l  iniirable  forethought  with  the  performance 
of  present  and,  probably,  pressing  duties. 

[March  14  169'  ']  fffed  a  jniblick  towne  meeting  that  the  towne 
doe  alow  goodiiian  nicols  aleuen  pound  in  or  of  mony  for  this  present 
yeare  ensoing  for  the  maintanance  of  bis  lather  and  mother  felt  if  ether 
of  them  dy  with  in  the  year  after  fiinindl  chaiges  what  is  left  to  return 
to  the  select  men  or  there  order 

I  think  that "  ould  felt  outlived  the  year  and  that  no  part 
•of  the  "ateuen  pound'*  returned  to  the  selectmen.  It  is  prob- 
able that  he  died  sometime  in  May,  1693,  being  then  about 
ninety'two  yesa^  of  age.  It  is  very  certain  that  his  name  does 
not  again  appear  and  the  following  agreement  from  the  town 
records  shows  that  be  was  no  longer  a  burden  upon  the  town. 

An  agreement  made  the  a6  of  June  1693  between  the  selectmen  of 
This  town  and  James  nickels  sen'  for  y*  keeping  of  old  goodwif  felt : 

his  motherinlaw  :  y  said  nickels  doth  Jngage  himself  to  keep  her  one 
yeere  :  t)egining  the  second  :  second  :  day  of  mny  Inst  pnst  for  Hue  and 
fort}*  shiling'- :  to  be  paid  him  by  y*  selectincn  within  y"  said  yecr : 
also  he  is  to  haue  her  cow :  and  likewise  the  forty  shilings  Justises 
ordered  that  her  granchildren  should  pay  for  her  use : 

('loochvife  Felt  did  not  long  survive  to  enjoy  the  "  keeping  " 
which  this  contract  secured  to  her,  although  the  time  of  her 
death  is  not  known.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  cow  remained 
as  a  heritage  and  a  consolation  to  her  son-in-law. 

The  names  of  other  '*  town's  poor"  of  the  later  colonial  time, 
if  any  there  were,  have  not  come  down  to  the  present  day;  and 
45ne  Mary  Floyd  is  distinc^uished  as  having;  been,  after  the  Felts, 

Central  Court  Recordt,  vi.  19a 
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the  first  who  is  known  to  have  become  a  town  charge  in  the 
provincial  period. 

[March  i6,  169^^,]  Recned  with  Joseph  l-amson  conserning  his 
charges  with  mary  floud :  The  town  indepted  to  Joseph  lamson  two 
pound  in  or  as  mony. 

A  contribution  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  which  probably  was 
not  altogether  cheerfully  paid,  was  made  by  the  town  in  1693, 
when  the  selectmen,  being  presented  at  the  County  Court 

to  answer  for  theire  neglect  of  the  payment  of  forty- three  shillings 
and  four  pence  to  y*  County  Treasurer  being  theire  arrears  of  y'=  County 
Rate  in  y°  year  i688  :  Are  ordered  to  pay  the  Same  toward  y  releife  of 
y*  poor  in  Maldon.** 

The  next  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  town  was  Hannah 
Howard,  whose  case  is  intimately  connected  with  that  of  the 
watch  house. 

[October  9,  1694.]  The  Select  men  of  maldon  appearing  in  Court 
to  answer  to  theire  p'sentment  by  y  Grand  jury  of  Jnquest  for  said 
County,  for  not  Releiving  Hannah  Haward  and  for  want  of  a  Watch 
house,  and  Informing  the  Court  that  they  have  a  watch  house  partly 
built  and  that  they  haue  not  been  Jnformed  of  any  such  want  that  y* 
said  Howard  is  in  :  And  y'  there  is  an  Estate  left  by  her  husband  in 
her  hands,  The  Court  order  that  they  proceed  to  Erect  their  watch 
house,  and  that  They  Releive  y'  woman  according  as  the  Law  directs. 

[December  11,  1694. J  The  Return  of  Maldon  Select  men  as  to 
theire  being  prouided  w"'  a  wach  house  and  as  to  theire  provision  of 
Sufficient  apparrell  for  Hannah  Howard  for  w'*"  they  stand  p'sented  is 
accepted  and  allowed  and  is  on  file." 

John  Bucknam  was  the  only  son  of  William  Bucknam.  the 
progenitor  of  that  family  in  New  England,  by  his  first  wife,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Prudence  Wilkinson,  "  widdow  &  inhabitant 
on  mistick  Side."  After  his  mother's  early  death,  his  father  mar- 
ried Sarah  Knower  and  there  was  apparently  no  room  in  the 
growing  family  for  the  *'  firstbornc,"  who  w  as  taken  by  his 
grandmother  Wilkinson.  By  the  will  of  the  latter,  he  received 
five  acres  of  land  "without  the  fence  on  Mistick  Side,"^  A 


Midd.  Court  Records — General  iies^        *  Midd.  Prolstte  Fil'  S.    This  will  was 
sions,  Oct.  6,  1693.  dated,  n,  9,  1647,  and  proved  in  July, 

"  Il)id  ,  /«  U\o.  ^655. 
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portion  of  the  will  of  his  father,  which  was  written  in  1667,  P"* 
scnts  a  quaint  bit  of  family  history  and  appears  like  a  some- 
what labored  attempt  to  stifle  parental  conscience. 

Least  J  shold  be  supposed  by  Any,  to  be  vn natural  or  iniurious  vnto 
my  Son  John  as  being  my  firstlK>me  ;  J  hereby  declare  the  tnie  grounds 
and  lust  Reason^  of  the  Scueral  gifts  and  legacies,  disposed  vnto  my 
wjte  and  Cluidren  as  hereafter  Stated,  And  why  no  more,  is  betled,  or 
otherwise  Stated,  on  my  Son  John  though  my  firstbome.  First  beontie 
the  Estate,  whereby  J  purchased  All  my  lands  (And  for  that  AUso  by 
the  improuement  therof  through  the  blessing  of  Cod  on  my  I^ibours,  J 
haue  built  my  housing  and  brought  \  p  my  Children  hither\'nto,  Aiul 
h.iue  111  my  measure  been  hel|)fu!l  in  Cluirch,  Town  And  Cuntry  Af- 
fayres)  Came  vnto  mee  by  my  wife  Sara,  that  now  is,  And  from  her 
Kinred,  who  in  a  Special  Manner,  intended  it,  for  the  benefit  of  her 
Children.  2%.  by  means  of  much  wealcnes  of  bis  mother  my  first 
wife.  And  Expences  for  him  in  his  infancie,  J  was  much  run  in  debt, 
to  sundry  persons :  the  which  were  Allso  payed  out  of  this  woomans 
portion.  3''ly  this  my  Son  John  was  After  by  his  Grandmother  taken 
from  mee  before  he  came  to  Abilitie,  to  doe  Any  thing  for  mee,  And 
on  her  desire  bound  As  Apprentice  to  her  till  he  shold  be  21  years 
old,  So  that  J  had  no  Seraice.or  help  of  his;  to  the  raysing  of  my 
Estate.  4*^ly  he  Allso  with  my  Consent,  Enioyeth  A  portion,  from  his 
Cr  indmother,  in  stead  of  the  portion  due  to  mee,  in  the  right  of  his 
Mother,  to  About  twentie  pounds  value.^ 

Prudence  Wilkinson's  five^acre  lot  of  "  About  twentie  pounds 
value  '*  was  a  poor  substitute  for  his  birthright  in  the  possessions 
of  his  father;  but  the  lands  of  William  Bucknam  descended  by 
will  to  the  widow  Sarah  and  her  children,  and  John  Bucknam  was 
left  with  that  alone.  He  was  out  with  Henchman  and  Mosely 
In  Philip's  War.  Soon  after  be  lost  the  use  of  speech  and  ap- 
parentiy  became  of  unsound  mind.  About  this  time  he  prob- 
ably became  dependent  upon  the  town  or  the  bounty  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters.  In  1694  he  was  unable  to  join  in  a  deed 
of  the  estate  of  his  deceased  brother  William,  by  reason  of 
present  distraction."  "  Two  years  later  his  faculties  were  won* 
derfuUy  restored.    Sewall  says  of  him  at  this  time :  — 

Oct'  30.  [1696.]  Mr.  Wigglesworth  tells  me  that  one  John  Buck- 
nam of  Maiden,  above  50  years  old,  has  been  perfectly  dumb  near  iS 

^  Atidd.  Probate  Files.  *»  Midd.  Co.  Deeds,  x.  294- 
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years,  aud  now  wiihin  about  3  weeks  has  his  understanding  and  speech 
restored.  He  is  much  affected  with  the  Goodness  of  God  to  him 
hcieia.* 

It  was  probably  to  recover  any  right  which  he  may  have  had 
in  the  estate  of  his  brother  that  the  following  vote  was  passed. 

[inly  29,  1698]  Fbenexar  Hils  and  Joseph  fluyd  are  uoted  and 
chosen  to  be  y'  men  to  agree  with  Sainuell  Bucknam  or  aney  other 
consarning  John  bucknam : 

Likewise  said  Ebenecar  hils  and  joseph  floyd  are  fully  jmpoured 
to  sue  for  and  Recouer  am  y  Estate :  jn  behalf  of  y*  town  y'  may  be 
stiposed  to  be  y*  said  John  bucknams :  and  y*  town  will  be  at  y*  duugea 
ther  of: 

A  suit  was  brought;  and  in  September,  1699,  Jonathan 
Sprague,  Joseph  Lamson,  and  £dward  Sprite  were  chosen 

to  stand  sute  or  sutes  jn  law  with  John  Linde  and  jude  his  wife  jn 
y*  case  now  jn  hand :  depending  between  the  selectmen  and  y*  said 
John  Unde  and  his  wife :  or  to  make  a  finall  agreement  in  all  con- 
treuarcies  in  refranc  to  john  bucknam  for  time  past.^ 

It  appears,  however,  that  **  a  finall  ^reement  in  all  contreuar- 
cies  "  was  not  made ;  for  at  tiie  next  annual  meeting,  Jonathan 
Sprague,  Joseph  Floyd,  and  Joseph  Lamson  were  appointed 
"  to  prosecut  y^  apeall :  jn  3^  case  depending  betwen  Sam**  buck- 
nam and  y«  town,  and  y*  town  will  defray  y*  charg:  **  Two 
months  later  the  selectmen  made  the  following  agreement:  — 

At  a  meeting  of  y"  selectmen  at  J  G :  snmtime  jn  y*  month  of  may 

jn  y'  yeer  1 700 :  Then  agreead  with  Samuell  bucknam  Jn  behalf  of 
y*  town  :  for  y*  said  Samuel  bucknam  to  keep  entertain  and  maintain 
his  imrklc  juhn  bucknam  from  y'^  first  of  march  last  past :  To  -f  last 
of  inarch  next  aftar  this  date :  and  for  his  so  doing  the  select  men  of 
this  town  shall  alow  him  out  of  y*  town-Tresuary :  2-15-0  jn  money. 

Samuel  Bucknam's  care  was  not  of  long  continuance.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  town.  May  28,  1703,  it  was 

vokd  That  y"  select  men  are  apointed  to  agree  with  Cap'  william 
Green  Consarning  y"  trouble  he  was  at  Consarning  John  bucknams 
beeing  sick  at  his  hous  last  winter ; 

2*  .Vass.  Hist.  Coll.,  xlv.  436.  (Worth)  Bucknam,  widow  of  Joses  Buck- 

John    Lynde    married,   between   nam  who  died  Aug.  24, 1694,  and  became 
February  and  September,  1699^  Judith  a  pirty  to  the  suit  in  behalf  ot  his  wite» 


Digitized  by  Google 


POVERTY  AND  SLAVERY. 


395 


In  the  meantime  Samuel  Bucknam  had  t^ot  into  trouble 
throui^h  the  misdeeds  of  his  "negro  peetcr "  and  Sarah 
Howard,'-^''  who  became  a  town  charge ;  and  Joseph  Floyd  and 
Nathaniel  Upham  were  chosen  to  attend  to  the  town's  interest 
in  the  matter  at  the  Cambridge  Court.  The  case  was  continued 
to  the  Charlestown  Court  and  finally  the  town  recovered  two 
pounds  and  twelve  shillings  of  Samuel  Bucknam.  Nearly  one- 
half  of  this  amount  disappeared  in  expenses;  but  twenty-six 
shillings  and  sixpence  remained,  which  the  selectmen  very 
properly  expended  in  puichasing  clothing  for  the  unfortunate 
John  Bucknam.    He  died  June  14,  1705. 

There  may  have  been  other  poor  besides  those  whicli  have 
been  mentioned.  Whether  they  were  few  or  many  in  compari- 
son, their  condition  appealed  to  the  sympathy  of  their  fellows 
and  was  not  unrecognized.  On  the  town  record  is  the  following 
entry :  — 

iC  t  d 

On  a  Thanks-giuing  day :  was  4-3-8  money  Gathared  by  a  free 

contrebution  And  Committed  jnto  y'  hands  of  y  Town  Tresurcr 
Edward  S[)rague  or  his  Snrksesor :  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  order  from 
•f  select  men  for  y*  use  of  The  poore  of  This  town :  date  y*  1 2  of 
feburary  169^. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  January  6,  i6g^  the  following  vote 
was  passed : 

If  Betfaiah  Wilkenson  doe  com  or  be  sent  from  Salam  to  this  town 
The  select  men  of  this  town  Mend  y*  law  jn  sending  her  back  again. 

This  vote  was  annulled.  April  17,  1699,  and  the  wants  of  its 
subject  were  probably  supplied  by  her  brother,  in  reference  to 
whom  the  following  entry  was  made  many  years  after :  — 

The  character  of  .S.-ir.ih  Howard  howard  when  she  bad     fooll  deaeas: 

was  not  good.  The  following;  paper  re-  malilcn  date  y*  io:of  feb  17*^1,  by  order 

taring  to  her  contains  the  first  notice  of  of  y'  Selectmen 

a  house  provided  in  Maiden  for  a  smalt-  John  Greenuind  TbwM  etark 

pox  patiu-nt.  to  willi  im    Sprague  constal)!   you  ar 

"To  Jacob  Wilson  Town  Trcsurer  desired  to  pay  the  contents  of  this  to 

youaredesiredtopay  un(oJoscphGieen  iosep  green  and  in  so  much  yoa  will 

Two  shillings  and  gixpenc  money  out  of  obfidg  your  frcn  ! : 

y*  Town  Stock  jn  your  hand  for  his  Jacob  Willson  town  ireturer." 

preiing  a  houa  for  to  entertain  Sarah  Gr«n  FimUy  Papers. 
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^Tune  2,  1727]  A  vote  was  called  for  to  see  if  y*  Town  would  con- 
skicr  m'  I^ac  wilkenson  anything  for  his  keeping  his  sister  bcthiah, 
and  it  past  in  y*  negative. 

Six  years  later  the  selectmen  were  obliged  to  minister  to  her 
necessities  ,  and  the  following  quaint  entry  appears:  — 

An  acount  of  sundery  ncsecaries  provided  for  iiethiab  wilkisOQ  by 
The  select  men  of  maiden  apriii  The  9th  day  x  733 

to  one  pair  of  tow  sheats  £1  -  lo^-o  to  one  pair  Sbooa  j^oo- 
12* -o  to  one  Apron  and  handaicheif  jQoo"^  6  To  a  Pettyraat  and 
maketng  ;i^oo  -  1 5  -  00  To  two  caps  and  makeing  ;^oo  -6-0  To  two 
Gotten  and  lining  shifts  £.1  -  10  -3  The  aforesaid  cloathing  purchescd 
by  the  five  pounds  money  which  insign  Joseph  lynds  paid  for  the  yous 
of  the  town  of  maiden  when  chosen  constable  excepting  2  shilings  and 
9  penc  worth  of  said  things  entered  by  order  of  the  select  men. 

The  long  procession  of  the  poor  had  now  begun.  The  next 
to  claim  the  care  of  the  town  was  Hannah  Fensimi,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Dickerman  of  Scadan.  The  town,  while  the  com- 
mons were  being  divided,  had  refused  to  acknowledge  her  hus- 
band as  an  inhabilaiit,  by  the  following  vote:  — 

[March  20,  1694/3  ]  7v'/f-(/ whether  the  town  would  receve  Isack 
fcnsum  as  inhabitant  of  this  town  and  the  vote  passed  in  the  negitife. 

She  had  lived  before  her  marriage  in  the  family  of  Thomas 
Shcpard  at  Wilson's  Point,  within  the  limits  of  Charlestown; 
and  in  a  suit  between  Maiden  and  Reading  she  had  been  settled 
by  the  Court  upon  the  latter  town."**  The  next  year  Maiden  was 
willing  to  take  her  and  passed  the  following  vote:  — 

[April  14,  1703.]  roietf  ThzX  y*  select-men  are  apointed  to  Tieet 
with  y  select-men  of  Reding  And  make  an  exchaing  Abig^ill  Lille  for 
hannah  £ensum  jf  y*  can. 

As  nothing  more  is  heard  of  Abigail  Lillie  in  Maiden,  it  is 
probable  that  the  exchange  was  eflfectcd.  iiannah  Fensum  was 
drowned  in  Mystic  River,  July  i8»  1706. 

William  Tcele  was  in  Maiden  as  early  as  1685.  In  the  divi- 
sion of  commons,  among  those  who  apparently  had  no  claim  to 

**  Aftdd.  Cmrt  Reeords—GenemtSet'  a  warrant  was  issued  for  her  forcible 

sions,  March  iS,  i7r        T'jtun,  Fn^tory  remuval.    It.  r  Iiu-b.iiid  appears  to  have 

of  RtaJing,  41,  calling  her  Haanah  Fer-  survived  her,  and  married  Sarah  Saui»- 

tmtt  say*  she  was  warned  out  of  that  deis  of  Reading;  October  14,  1713. 
town  in  1700;  and,  she  refusing  to  go. 
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fecognition,  save  for  charity  or  some  kindred  reason*  he  received 
six  acres  in  the  "  Lots  laid  out  on  y*  land  at  y*  end  of  y>  300 
accres,"  which  he  sold  to  Philip  Atwood  of  Bradford  in  1706.^ 
He  seems  to  have  been  one  who  needed  occasional  assistance 
rather  dian  absolute  support,  although  he  may  have  finally  suc- 
cumbed and  become  entirely  dependent  upon  the  town.  At  a 
meeting,  April  i,  1702,  it  was  **  <w/  y^  y«  money  3^  william  Teel 
was  to  pay  to  y*  minestar  jn  y*  yeer  1699  shall  be  forgiuen  him : 
and  the  town  must  loos  jt:  "  In  August,  1 7131  a  small  piece  of 
the  town's  land  "  on  y*  northwardly  side  neer  y*  end  of  John 
Wilsons  land  aboue  y*  clay-pits  "  —  at  the  southerly  Comer  of 
the  Burying  Ground  Lane  and  the  Great  Road — was  granted  to 
him  and  his  wife  for  their  use  during  their  lives.  Here,  being 
himself  a  carpenter,  he  built  a  small  house,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death,  enjoying  the  privilege  of  closing  the  road  and  pastur- 
ing between  the  gates.  Other  favors  were  granted  him.  At  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  171^,  his  rate  of  ten  shillings  was 
*'  foi^iuen  him ; "  and  it  was  voted :  — 

Also  y*  s'  Teel  has  libarty  to  fenc  jn  a  Htle  comar  of  land  joining 
part  to  parsons  land  and  part  by  Samuel  Greens  land  neer  to  Sandy 
bank  :  so  much  land  as  shall  be  set  out  to  him  by :  [d/a/ti.] 

William  Tcele  died  before  May  21,  1719;  and  his  widow  was 
continued  in  his  privileges  of  gates  and  pasturage.*  She  was 
living  as  late  as  January  16,  173V61  when  it  was 

wifd  that  the  town  will  do  somthing  towards  the  repairing  the  widow 
teals  hous :  and  that  the  select  men  shall  repare  said  hous  as  they  shall 
see  necessary. 

At  last  she,  too,  went  down  the  grassy  length  of  the  Sandy 
Bank  highway  to  the  grave  yard,  and  others  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fits of  the  house  which  William  Teele  had  built  It  was  voted, 
March  3, 1745^:  — 

*  Mi/M.  C».  Dieds,  xit.  147.  gives  him  m  second  wtfe  and  seven  more 

^  William  T-jcIe  and  M.iry,  his  wife,  chil'!ien,  and  cinitii^ue*  him  in  life  until 

had  five  children,  the  last  of  whom,  after  1723.    The  second  William,  who 

Rachel,  was  bom  August  t,  1703.   Al-  really  enjoyed  these  blessings,  was  prob- 

thoti^h  he  remained  in  Maiden  and  died  ably  the  son,  and  William  Tcele,  the 

as  stated  in  the  text,  the  careful  Wyman,  ferryman,  mentioned  by  W'yman,  the 

Oenea^et  ottd  Bstattt  ef  CharUtHmn^  grandson  of  the  indigent  carpenter  of 

934-935,  renOTcs  him  to  Cbarlestown,  Maiden. 


398 


HISTORY  OF  UALDEN. 


That  Edward  Hollowell  shall  have  libcriy  to  live  in  the  house  that 
was  the  tccls  and  pasture  a  cow  at  the  burying  place  and  that  for  one 
year. 

The  I lallow ells  appear  to  have  been  poor  from  the  firsi. 
"Goodwife  H.)llo\va>'"  is  incationcU,  in  i/io,  as  one  aj)parent!y 
with  a  family  but  coiUributing  nothing  to  tlic  trcasur\-  of  the 
town.  Edward  Hallowcll,  who  hk^/  :;.i.e  been  her  sun,  was 
here,  December  25,  1730,  when  he  niaiiied  lluldah  Farrington 
of  Lynn;  and  the  town  was  anxious  before  many  years  to  be 
rid  of  hiin.  In  the  record  of  a  meeting,  held  December  7,  173*^1 
the  followinc;  entry  appears  :  — 

vot.  that  the  town  doili  alow  to  12  Iwani  Hollwell  10  pounds  money 
out  of  the  towns  stock  provaied  he  removes  with  his  family  from  this 
town  to  the  town  of  KilUnsly  to  support  them  in  there  removal. 

If  he  went  to  Connecticut,  he  returned  in  season  to  enter  upon 
the  occu[)ancy  of  the  Teeic  house,  the  possession  of  which  he 
retained  during;  the  remainder  of  his  life,  enjoyini;  the  pri\  ilef;es 
which  his  predecessors  Iiad  received After  lie  had  lived  in 
tiie  house  a  year,  it  was  confirmed  to  luiu  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, when  the  following  entries  were  made:  — 

[March  2,  174^/7.]  Z'f/ that  the  town  dos  quit  their  right  to  the  house 
that  Edward  HoUoweU  now  lives  in  on  the  towns  laud  at  the  comer  of 
John  Willsons  pasture  to  said  Hollowell  and  his  Wife  and  that  said 
Hollowell  And  his  Wife  shall  have  liberty  to  improve  said  house  on  said 
land  duering  their  natttial  life  and  that  then  the  town  shall  have  liberty 
to  purchas  the  house  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Hollowell  if  standing  on 
said  land  but  if  the  town  refuse  to  by  'laid  house  then  said  heirs  shall 
have  liberty  tu  remove  s,iid  house  I'roui  of  said  land. 

vot  That  Thomas  Manser  and  Edward  Hollowel  Shall  have  liberty  to 
keep  a  cow  a  pece  upon  the  towns  land  at  Sandy  bank  this  year  and 
that  they  shall  have  Uber^  to  hang  a  gate  a  cross  the  road  near  said 
HoUowells  house. 

Thomas  Mauser  occupied  the  important  position  of  sexton 
and  grave*digger  and  was  a  neighbor  of  the  Hallowells.  It  will 
be  seen,  by  and  by,  that  he,  also,  became  one  of  the  "  town's 
poor.*'    Edward  Hollowell  was  a  soldier  at  Fort  Edward 

**  Mary  ilollomon,  perhaps  the  sister  of  Edward  llallowcU,  was  warned  out  o£ 
town  in  May,  1749. 
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in  1756,  and  died  soon  after,  periiaps  in  service;  for  his  wife, 
**  Huldeth,"  was  a  widow  in  the  following  May.  She  was  liv* 
ing>  July  6, 1786,  tvhen  the  death  of  Hannah  Bodge,  daughter 
of  the  '*  widow  HoUowell,"  is  re«>rded;  and  she  died  before 
September  2,  1795,  when  the  selectmen,  for  twelve  pounds,  law- 
ful money,  sold  to  Samuel  Wheeler  one-eighth  of  an  acre  of 
land  which  is  described  as 

a  certain  Lot  of  Land  lying  in  Maiden  aforesaid  lately  occupied  by 
the  widovr  HoUowell  late  a  pauper  of  Maiden  deceased  bounded  as  fol- 
io u-,  (vi^)  Eastwardly  on  the  great  road  Southerly  on  land  of  James 
Keuell  dcc^  &  northerly  on  a  lane  leading  to  the  poor  house.* 


»  J/AAf.      /Va//,  cxxvi.  174  This 

pirre  of  lnn<!,  the  history  of  which  has 
been  tollowed  from  its  grant  by  the 
town  to  William  Teete  to  its  sale  and 
transfer  by  tlie  samp  jjrantor  to  Samuel 
Wheeler,  now  f.irni>  Oil  southerly  corner 
<A  Main  and  M  uiix'H  Streets.  It  was 
a  part  of  the  lands  of  John  Lewis,  and 
was,  perhaps,  left  in  its  peculiar  shape 
and  condition  by  the  undefined  line  of 
the  way  from  Lewis's  Bridge  to  the 
meeting  house,  which  appears  to  have 
gradually  grown  into  tist.-  as.rns-,  tlu-  iti- 
tervening  land.  In  l66t  Kalpb  Sbep- 
ard,  who  bad  come  Into  possession  of 
that  portion  of  tliL-  Ltwis  l.ir.d  --iiue 
known  as  the  Ikll  Rock  pasture,  entered 
a  daim  to  its  ownership,  in  which  it  was 
dcscrilx  d  .IS  a  tiiaiifjk-  coiitnining  about 
sixty  rods,  "  bounded  easterly  by  a 
Highway  leading  to  meeting  honse, 
nor  westerly  bv  a  Ilighw.iy  leading  to 
Sandy  bank,  &  southerly  by  some  lands 
of  Thomas  Lindes  of  mauidon  afore- 
said, Sometime  y  lands  of  In  Ixwis 
deceased,  &  [Ik  I  desires  his  cLiimc  may 
lie  Recorded  i.ling  to   y    law  for 

po<^«>>>^ston  pag.  6^"  Midd.  Co.  Dttds, 
ii.  3S4. 

This  claim  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  teeognized,  as  the  adjoining  land 
was  described  in  1696,  when  it  was  con- 
veyed by  John  and  Joseph  Lynde,  sons 
of  Thomas  Lynde,  to  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Wilson,  as  iManded  north  amt  west  *'  by 
the  highway  leading  to  Sardv  K mk  and 
a  high  way  from  Lewis  bridge  leading 
.  .  .  to  the  meeting  house  going  through 
tiie  said  Land.**  nnd,xii.s69.  Nor  did 


Sliepard  mention  his  claim  in  t666» 

when  he  sold  liis  house  and  land  in  the 
Bell  Rock  pasture  to  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Bunker.  Ibid.,  iii.  a35.  Until  its appro- 
priafinn  to  the  uses  of  the  Tcclcs,  the 
land  appears  to  have  lain  ^  uuc  of 
those  isolated  pieces  of  common  lying 
open  at  the  corners  of  roads  or  by 
waiuriag  places  which  remained  after 
the  division  of  1695.  It  is  not  itnprotv 
able,  however,  that  the  Lyndts,  who 
also  held  their  lands  under  the  Lewis 
title,  had  a  claim  upon  it,  as  the  de- 
scription of  the  land  conveyed  to  Wilson 
may  indicate.  This  opinion  is  strength^ 
eiied  by  the  fact  thai  when  John  Kcttdl, 
as  the  adminisiratur  of  the  estate  of  his 
father.  James  Kettell,  who  had  held  the 

I.yr.dc  land  through  liis  wife  F.ti/abcth 
Wilson,  a  granddaughter  of  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Wilson,  sold,  in  1797,  four  acres 
to  Bernard  CriMn,  it  w.is  bounded  as 
follows:  N.,  by  the  ruad  tu  the  burying- 
ground;  K.,  by  the  road  to  Maiden 
Ilrrdyc ;  and  s.,  by  land  of  Bernard 
(irLLii.  Ibid.,  cxxvi.  5:.  Wheeler's  land 
W  IS  not  mentioned,  although  he  had  pur- 
chased it  two  years  before.  Two  montlis 
later,  Bernard  Green  sold  Wheeler  forty- 
six  rods,  bounded  .N.  and  N.  w.,  by  the 
road  to  the  burying  ground ;  K.,  by  the 
preat  road ;  s.,  by  land  of  Bernard  Green. 
Ibid  ,  cxxvi.  175.  This,  if  .my  .idversc 
claim  existed,  put  the  latter  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  sixty  rods  which  had  been 
claimed  by  Kalph  Shepard. 

No  bouse  is  mentioned  in  the  deed 
given  by  the  tnwn ;  bat  it  is  said  that 
Wheeler  enlarged  the  llallowell  house. 
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In  the  margin  of  *'  A  list  of  y*  families  bares  pnblique 
charges  Jn  maiden,"  which  is  given  in  full  in  another  place, 
appear  the  names  of  seven  who  are  separated  from  their  fellows. 
Two  of  them,  at  least,  were  small  landholders,  but  they  were 
apparently  in  a  condition  which  prevented  them  from  becoming 
taxpayers.  Besides  William  Teele  and  Goodwife  Holloway," 
who  have  been  already  mentioned,  they  were  "  Tho  duneU, 
Tho  Grouer  Tho  degree,  wido  Sayes,  and  Zachriah  Hiii." 

Claimants  of  other  races  now  appear  in  the  persons  of  Jack 
Welcome  and  his  wife.  Black  Ann.  Tradition  says  that  he  was 
a  negro,  or  at  least  a  mulatto,  while  she  was  an  Indian.  It  was 
voted,  iVfarch  2,  171%, 

That  y*  Town  will  Glue  unto  Jack  wdcom  a  small  pece  of  Land 
about  a  quarter  <tf  an  acre  nere  to  boston  line  on  y*  upar  ^de  of  the 
Greate  Rboad. 

Here  they  lived  with  a  family  springing  up  about  them  until 
the  death  of  the  husband  and  father,  November  8,  1744.  He 
had  previously  deeded  to  his  wife — "  For  and  in  Consideration 
of  the  Love  and  afiection  which  I  have  towards  my  wife  Ann," 
the  improvement  of  die  land  "  as  also  my  dwelling  house  stand- 
ing on  said  Land."  After  her  death  it  was  to  become  the  prop* 
erty  of  their  son  William  on  condition  that  he  paid  ten  pounds 
in  bills  of  credit  old  tenor,  to  his  sister  Thankful.  In  1755  a 
mulatto  child  was  laid  at  the  door  of  this  house,  which  was  given 
to  Joseph  Barrett,  with  fiffy<two  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  old 
tenor,  he  agreeing  to  clear  the  town 


which  he  soUl  to  Elias  CurtcU  in  1797, 
conveying  therewith  about  fifty  rods  of 
land  with  the  bounds  already  given. 
Ibid.,  txxxiv.  35.  Currcll  sold  the  same 
to  Edward  Newhall  in  1799,  who  in 
turn  sold  it  to  Benjamin  Kurditt,  l>aic«r, 
in  fSio.  It^d.,  cxxxlv.  34;  cxd.  74. 
Burditt  mortgaged  the  property,  then 
described  a»  containing  about  one-iiaif 
of  an  acre  with  a  dwelling  lioose  and 
otlicr  l  uildings,  to  Field  and  Hradshaw, 
merchants,  of  lioston,  in  1S17,  and  re- 
leased liis  right  of  redemption  the  next 
year.  TMil  ,  i  ■  \!x.  187  ;  ccxxiv.  510.  The 
latter  parties  sold  it  in  1S19  to  Timothy 


Bailey  of  Roxburj-.  Ibid.,  ccxxviii.  523. 
Mr.  liailcy  came  to  Maiden  and  estal> 
lished  the  Im-incss  of  tinplate  working 
iu  tlie  buildings  attached  to  the  house, 
wbidi  he  occupied.  The  business  was 
very  successfut  and  was  continued  by 
Mr.  Kailey  until  his  death,  in  1S52,  and 
fur  several  years  after  by  his  sons.  Nfr. 
Bailey  was  a  well-lcnown  and  influential 
citizen  and  was  prominent  in  local  finan* 
cial  affair^  Tlic  oiil  house,  which  was 
removed  a  few  years  after  his  death, 
now  stand*  on  Madison  Street  a  sliort 
distance  aoothwest  of  il«  originftl  ioca* 
tion. 
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from  any  charge  that  may  arise  upon  the  account  of  said  child  so 
long  a.s  it  may  be  made  a  slave  to  me  ray  heirs  or  to  thein  that  I  or  my 
heirs  shall  assign  said  child  too. 

[May  16,  1757,]  Voted,  That  the  tomi  dos  alow  to  An  Wellcom  ten 
pounds  old  tenor  to  be  laid  out  in  repairing  her  Shattcrd  habitation 
and  that  on  the  account  of  her  nursing  a  child  eight  weaks  that  was  laid 
at  the  (lore  of  her  house. 

[June  6,  i757»]  Votedf  that  the  selectmen  shall  take  care  that  said 
money  be  laid  out  for  that  purpose. 

Ann  Welcome  died  November  4,  1764;  and  Black  Ann's 
Corner  still  bears  her  name,  marking;  the  site  of  her  little  cabin 
under  the  side  of  the  hill  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  road. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  William  Welcome,  who  was 
called  Black  Will,  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  house. 
That  he  was  a  shoemaker  is  shown  by  an  order  entered  in  i  766, 
on  which  he  received  three  shillings,  fivcpcncc,  and  twcr  lar- 
thiiii^s  for  makin*^  a  pair  of  shoes  for  Agnes  Nichols,  a  pauper. 
He  died,  unmarried,  in  1 793,  being  called  upon  the  record  "  a 
negro  — town's  poor."  He  may  have  become  an  inmate  of 
••the  house  for  the  poor;"  as  the  selectmen,  havincr  been 
authorized  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  sold  John  W'aite,  Jr.,  July  5, 
1792,  fur  fifteen  pounds  and  twelve  shillings,  lawful  money, 

a  certain  peice  of  Land  lying  in  Maiden  aforesaid  (containing  about 
a  quarter  of  an  Acre  more  or  less  with  a  small  Building  thereon  stand- 
ing) on  the  upper  side  of  the  great  Road  leading  from  Maiden  to  Lynn 
near  to  Chelsea  line,  and  has  for  a  number  of  Years  past  been  improved 
by  William  Welcome  and  was  given  by  the  Town  aforesaid  to  Jack 
Welcome  in  the  Year  171^  and  was  after^vards  conveyed  by  the  said 
Jack  by  a  Deed  of  Gift  to  the  said  William  Welcome." 

'  The  number  of  the  poor  increased  during  the  second  and 
third  quarters  of  the  eighteenth  century;  and  their  individual 
cases  are  not  as  prominent  on  the  records  as  those  of  their  ear- 
lier kindred.  In  lyif  Jacob  Wilson  agreed  for  thir^  pounds 
to  keep  the  town  from  any  future  charge  for  his  wife's  sister, 
Hannah  Ross.^  Cases  of  a  similar  kind  were  not  infrequent. 
Joseph  Ramsdell  married  Rachel,  a  daughter  of  William  and 

*>  Mtdd.  Co.  Deeds,  cvti.  504.  Wilson,  married  Susanna  Ross,  May  20^ 

JwoIh  sod  of  lieutenant  Joseph  1696. 

26 
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Mary  Tcclc,  and  after  liavin<^'  four  children,  they  disappear  from 
the  records.*^  That  they  both  died  during  the  year  1745  seems 
probable.  The  following  entries  appear  in  relation  to  their  two 
youngest  children :  — 

January  14,  1745^^,]  /Wif//,  That  Edward  Wayte  shall  have  John 
Ramsdell  who  is  about  five  years  old  till  he  comes  of  age  and  said 
Wayte  shall  h;i\c  thirty  pounds  old  tenor  with  him  in  case  said  Waitt 
will  be  obliged  lo  learn  said  child  to  read  wright  and  cypher  and  also 
to  learn  him  the  Shoemaken  trade. 

[May  14,  1747,]  r'V-'v/  That  the  Select  men  shall  have  liberty  to 
put  out  the  youngest  child  of  Joseph  Ramsdell  dcceast  lil  it  comes  of 
age  if  they  think  it  shall  be  for  the  benefitt  of  the  town. 

Lynn  aoguat  the  51"  1748  Then  received  of  Stephen  Paine  one  of 
the  ouer  seeres  of  the  poor  forty  pounds  old  tenor  in  fiiU  for  taking  and 
bringing  tip  of  Joseph  Kamsdels  child  as  my  own  J  say  received  by  me 

Rrrn 

her  -\-  mark        Wife  (>f 

PiTAioN         John  Piimon?^ 

The  indenture  by  which  John  Ramsdell  was  bound  to  Edward 
Waite  is  a  good  specimen  of  a  class  of  papers  which  were  for- 
merly common  but  are  seldom,  if  ever,  executed  in  Massa- 
chusetts at  the  present  day*  The  following  copy  is  from  the 
duplicate  signed  by  Edward  Waite,  which  is  preserved  among 
the  Grtm  Family  Papers.^ 

**  Rachel,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Teele,  bom  August  i,  1703.  mar- 
ricr!  to  Joseph  Rainsdt.Il,  uf  Maiden, 
April  29,  1730.  Children  —  Joseph, 
July  t,  1730;  Maury,  December  29^  1736: 
John,  April  5, 1741 ;  and  Nathan,  Mardi 

18  174  5- 

•*  It  is  elsewhere  stated  that  over- 
seera  of  the  poor  did  not  exist  as  a 
separate  board  in  the  colonial  and  pro- 
vincial periods.  Their  duties  were  per- 
formed by  the  selectmen,  who  sometimes 
received  the  name,  as  in  the  case  in  the 
ttXX  and  in  the  indenture  by  which  John 
Ramsdell  was  bound  to  Edward  Waite. 
The  name  itself  first  appears.  May  14, 
17m,  when  it  w  is  l  int  tin-  >clrct 

men  shall  be  over  seers  of  the  poor  this 
year.**  Id  1780  live  men  were  chosen 


as  selectmen  and  overseers  of  the  poor,, 
and  ag-ain  in  1805.   Although  not  always 

st.itcd  in  the  iccor^l.  tliK  ;i|>;ir.irs  t.1  have 
been  the  custom  until  the  annua!  meet- 
ing in  t8<2,  when  the  first  distinct  board 

of  overseers  wns  chosen.  It  was  com- 
posed of  licnry  (iardner,  Esq..  Captain 
Isaac  Stiles,  and  Major  Nathan  Upham. 
At  the  next  mming.  an  appropriation 
of  tiftt-jn  hundred  dollars  was  made  for 
thf  ]}ni,r. 

*  This  collection,  comprising  papers 
of  much  interest  concerning  public  and 
family  affairs  during  two  centuries,  was 
formed  by  the  late  James  Diman  Green, 
and  Is  now  preserved  in  the  libraiy  of 
the  New  Eo^aiid  Historic  Genealogical. 
Society. 
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This  Indenture  witnesscth,  That  Joseph  Lynde  Tho»  Wait  John  Dex- 
ter Stephen  Pain  and  Joseph  Wilson  St- lect-mcn,  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Town  of  Maldou  in  tUe  County  of  Middlesex  in  Nlu  I'.nul  imi  by 
and  with  the  Consent  of  two  of  his  Majesties  Justices  of  liie  J'cacc  lor 
said  County  have  placM  and  by  these  presents  do  place  and  bind  out 
John  Ramsdelf  a  poor  Child  belonging  to  Maldon  afores'?  unto  Edward 
Wait  of  Maldon  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  yeoman,  and  to  his  Wife 
and  Heirs,  and  with  them  after  the  manner  of  an  Apprentice  to  dwell 
and  Serve,  fruni  the  Day  of  the  Date  of  these  Presents  until  the  fifth 
Day  of  April,  which  will  be  in  the  Vear  of  our  Lord  one  i  housand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty  two  at  which  time  the  said  Apprentice  if  liv* 
ing  will  arrive  at  the  Age  of  twenty  one  Years,  during  all  which  said 
Time  or  Term  the  said  Apprentice  his  said  Master  and  Mistress  well 
and  faithfully  shall  St  r\e,  their  Secrets  he  shall  keep  close,  their  Com- 
niaiKhncnts  lawful  and  honest  every  where  he  shall  gladly  oIjcv,  he  shall 
do  no  Damage  lu  his  Master  &c  nor  Suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others 
without  lettmg  or  giving  Seasonable  notice  thereof  to  his  s^  Master  &c 
he  shall  not  waste  the  Goods  of  his  said  Master  &c  nor  lend  them  un- 
lawfully to  any :  At  Cards  Dice  or  any  other  unlawful  Game  or  Games 
he  shall  not  play :  Fornication  he  shall  not  commit :  Matrimony  he 
shall  not  contract :  Taverns,  Ale  Houses  or  places  of  Gaming  he  shall  not 
haunt  or  frequent :  From  the  Sen'ice  of  his  s**  Master  &c  by  Day  nor 
Night  he  shall  not  absent  himself;  but  in  all  things  and  at  all  times  he 
shall  cany  and  behave  himself  towards  his  s^  Master  &c  and  all  theirs, 
as  a  good  and  iaithfol  Apprentice  ought  to  do  to  his  utmost  AbiltQr 
during  all  the  Time  or  term  afores**.  —  And  the  Said  Master  doth 
hereby  covenant  and  agree  for  himself  his  Wife  and  Heirs  to  teach  or 
cause  the  s''  Appretuiee  to  he  taught  the  Art  and  Mystery  of  a  Cord- 
wainer  and  also  to  read  write  and  cypher,  and  also  shall  and  will  well 
and  truly  find  allow  unto,  and  provide  for  the  s^  Apprentice  Sufficient 
and  wholesome  meat  and  Drink,  with  Washing,  Lodging  and  ai^rrel, 
and  other  Necessaries  meet  and  convenient  for  Such  an  Apprentice 
during  all  the  time  or  term  afores' :  And  at  the  I'nd  and  I-Apiration 
thereof  shall  dismiss  the  s*!  Apprentic  e  with  two  good  Suits  i>f  Ap|>arrel 
for  all  parts  of  his  Body  one  for  Ixjrds-Days,  the  other  for  working 
Days,  Suitable  to  his  Quality  —  In  Testimony  whereof  the  s'  Parties 
have  to  these  Indentures  interchangeably  Set  their  Hands  and  Seals  the 
thirtieth  Day  of  April,  in  the  twenty  first  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sov- 
ereign I>ord  George  the  Second  Kin^;  of  (jreat  Britain  &c.  Annoq: 
Domini  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  forty  eight 
Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 

in  presence  of,  Edward  Watt 

John  Shute 
John  wilisom 
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Edward  Waite  was  a  prominent  citizen  and  a  selectman  for 
fourteen  years,  lie  had  no  son;  and  if  the  future  Hfe  of  his 
apprentice  be  considered,  it  appears  that  he  faithtully  performed 
his  obligations  and  that  John  Kamsdell  profited  by  liis  precepts 
and  example.  The  latter  married  soon  after  he  attained  his 
freedom,  had  children,  and  became  a  landowner  and  a  respected 
and  useful  citizen.  As  a  Christian  he  was  a  shining  light  in  the 
church.  His  character  was  beyond  reproach,  ami  his  influence 
was  always  exercised  for  good.  He  was  ciiosen  one  of  the 
deacons  of  the  First  Church  in  1776  and  continued  in  that 
office  for  nearly  fifty  years,  until  his  death  in  1825,  when  Dr. 
Ephraim  Buck  was  chosen  to  fill  his  place,*  His  care  for  the 
gravestone  of  Miciiacl  Wigglcsworth  has  been  noticed.  It  was 
a  hapjjy  thou^^ht,  perhaps  his  own,  which  gave  him  for  an 
epitaph  two  couplets  of  the  Maiden  singer's  rhymes,  which  may 
be  read  upon  the  stone  at  Sandy  Bank. 

Welcome,  sweet  rest,  by  mc  so  long  desir'd. 
Who  have  with  sins  &  griefs  so  long  been  tir'd, 
Welcome,  O  Christ,  who  hast  my  soul  redeem'd ; 
Whose  &vottr  I  have  move  than  life  esteem'cL 

Abigail  Pratt  appears  as  a  p.  apcr  in  1755  ;  and  the  next  year 
Dr.  Simon  Tufts  of  Medford*'  was  allowed  two  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings,  and  fourpence  for  "what  he  has  don  for  Martha 
Mansur  in  the  time  of  her  sickness/'  In  1762  the  town  refused 
to  pay  Dr.  Isaac  Rand  of  Charlestown  for  doctoring  Amos 
Stower  in  his  last  sickness,  and  Dr.  Tufts  for  attendance  on 
Germain  Tibodo,  one  of  the  unfortunate  French  neutrals  who 
had  been  sent  to  Maiden  by  the  provincial  authorities.  The 
next  year  the  selectmen  of  Medford  acknowledged  Widow  Abi- 
gail Waite,**  who  was  then  boarding  in  Maiden,  to  be  one  of 
their  poor ;  but  to  oflset  this  advantage,  the  town  was  indebted 
in  another  direction,  as  appears  by  the  following  order. 

The  following  a  true  aec&unt  cf  bill  granted  to  Xheier  I\»Hern 
To  Cap^  Ebenezer  Haroden  town  treasurer  or  his  Socsessor  in  said 
office  you  are  to  pay  unto  Doctor  Porter  five  pounds  eight  shillings 

First  Church  Records,  \\ix\\\'^,\%i%,        *  Widow  of   Peter  Waite,  sou  of 
^  Dr.  Simon  Tufts.  H.  C.  1744,  was  a   Jo»eph  of  Maiden,  u  ho  died  in  Med- 
great-grandson  of  Pet«r  Tufts  <rf  Maiden,  f otd,  December  S,  1 7 i . 
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thre  pence  and  three  farthings  out  of  the  town  stock  in  your  hands 
which  is  in  fuJl  for  visits  and  medicines  for  the  poor  of  the  town  (viz)  to 
mr  Covens  fiunily  to  the  mdow  Jemima  Buiditt  to  Thomas  Manser  to 
mi!  Simma  to  Jeremiah  Tabodo  and  to  the  widow  Mary  Whitemoie. 

Dated  in  Maldon  the  32  day  of  June  1763  By  oider  of  the  select 
men. 

5-8-3-3  John  Shute  town  CUrk. 

The  Cowen  family  lived  at  the  north  end.  Israel  Cook^  who 
kept  the  only  store  diere,  received  the  following  order  in 
1769:^* 

Granted  to  Jscael  Cook  an  order  on  the  town  treasurer  of  £,0-1  - 
8'»-3*  for  sundery  things  out  of  his  shop  to  Cowen*  in  the  time  of  his 
sickness.    Dated  in  maiden  the  7***  of  march  1769. 
By  order  of  the  select  men : 

John  Shl  ie  /own  Clerk, 

Others  who  are  mentioned  soon  after,  as  receiving  aid  from 
the  town,  are  Widow  Elizabeth  Berry,  Mary  Paine,  Thomas 
Degresha,  who  boarded  with  the  Widow  Pratt,  Abigail  Howard, 
Widow  Zibiah  Sherman,  Agnes  Nichols,  ^  and  Oaniei  Floyd. 

Israel  Cook,  of  Boston,  married,  Joseph  Wilson  in  1703.  The  four  acres 
January  11,  174*  5,  Hannah  (Wiiiu),  sold  by  Joseph  Wilson  were  a  part  of 
widow  of  Phineas  Upham.  He  inhab>  lot  37  in  the  third  range  of  the  second 
Ited  the  house  of  his  predecessor,  which  division,  which  was  near  the  Boston 
stood  at  the  present  corner  of  Green  and  line.  It  wa>  piohaI)ly  upon  this  lot  that 
Howard  Streets  in  Melrose.  Jtiere  be  Phineas  Upham  built  the  houi>e  wliich 
**kept  the  first  store  in  this  town  [MeV  was  still  standin|r  near  U])ham  Street 
ro>t  ],  and  was  granted  a  license  to  sell  in  ^tclrosf  in  I'^^H,  and  of  which  a  de- 
rum,  by  the  General  Court,  as  early  as  scription  and  a  view  are  given  in  Upham, 
1759;  and  that  artide  was  continued  to  Deteimdantt  tf  J^n  Upktmj  79^ 
be  sold  htrc  up  to,  and  beyond,  the  Jamc;  Cowen  had  been  an  inhaVii- 
time  of  the  Revolution,  if  we  judge  tant  of  Maiden  since  his  marriage  with 
from  the  story  of  the  two  Lynn  minate  Jean  Crawford,  of  Lynn,  February  22, 
nil  n,  —  Hndlcy  and  WcDman,  —  who,  '735^-  Patrick  he  wa?  called  in  the 
tilled  with  the  ->pifit  of  patjiuti.siii.  were  record  of  Inteiitiuna  oC  Marriage  at 
on  their  way  to  Lexington,  slopped  h<  re  I.yi\n  and  in  the  record  of  manls^e  at 
and '^erame  filled  with  anothti  kind  of  Maiden;  but  a-.  James  he  appear*;  in 
spirit  i  then  went  on  their  way  and  were  all  other  instances.  He  liaJ  a  large 
both  killed.  In  this  house  was  used  fanaily  of  dindrcn.  His  wife  died  in 
the  first  stove  in  our  town,  and  as  a  or  after  1751;  and  he  married,  March  17, 
whole  the  old  house  had  an  hiteresting  1763.  Kuhamah  l^rker,  of  Reading.  By 
histor)',  but  it  is  now  a  thing  of  the  reason  of  sickness  or  some  other  mis- 
past."  Goss,  Hutaricat  Addrtu,  July  4,  fortune,  he  soon  after  became  dependent 
1876,  t6.  This  writer  incorrectly  says  upon  the  town.  He  died,  December  s, 
that  the  house  stood  on  "a  part  of  lot  lyf)). 

No.  37  of  the  division  of  1G95."  which  Agnes  Leveston,  or  Livingston, 

Phineas  Upham,  the  father,  l)ought  of  manied  John  Nichols*  son  cf  Deacon 
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In  February,  1767,  the  selectmen  entered  "an  order  on  Uie 
Treasurer  to  m**  Reb»  Emerson  for  two  pounds  twelve  shillings 
seven  pence  &  one  farthing  for  Supplyes  of  Cloadiing  for  the 
Poor." 

In  1767  John  Mudge,  who  had  been  a  worthy  citizen  and  a 
deacon  of  the  South  Church,  appears  in  the  following  order  as 
one  who  had  become  dependent  upon  the  town. 

an  orticr  on  the  Treasurer  to  m'  James  Kittle  for  one  pound  ten 
Shtlliiig^  ten  pence  for  Supplies  of  Rum  &  Sugar  for  Dea*  Mudge 
Bight  month  (viz)  from  march  zo^  to  Oct?  37^  1766.  Dated  in  mai- 
den FebT  18:''  1767 

By  Older  of  the  Select  men  Ezra  Green  T0w»  Clerk 

He  had  been  living  with  Joseph  Pratt,  who  was  paid  for  his 
board  in  March,  1767,  and  died  before  October  i,  of  that  year.^ 

Nathaniel  NichoU,  December  ii,  174a  ment  and  farm  of  sixty-five  acrc«,  at 

He  was  a  lokKer  in  the  Loubbiirg  ezpe-  Turkey  HUl.   MiJd,  Co.  Deeds,  xiv.  18& 

ditinn  in  1745,  and  died  in  the  service  Part  of  this  land  was  a  portion  r>f  lut  \\ 

in  that  year.    She  died  in  April,  1793,—  of  the  allotment  of  i6jS,  which  had  Ixrcn 

<Nieoflbe"to«m»-poor."  Widow SUah  set-off  to  the  Rev.  Jokn  Harvard,  the 

Sherman,  who  is  mentioin  il  in  the  text,  benefactor  of  IfatA-rtrd  CAllcgc,  and  was 

died  December  28,  177J.    I  tliiuk  she  sold  in  1049  by  Ralph  Hali  to  Richard 

was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Levenston  Cooke.  Sufftylk  Co.  Denis,  1. 10^.  Deacon 

and  perhaps  a  niece  of  Agnes  Nichols.  John  Mudge,  by  inherlt  tiiLC  ;uiJ  the  quit- 

*»  Madge,    Miui^^e   Memorials,   196,  claim  of  his  sister  Mai  Uia  aad  iitr  hiis- 

says,  with  great  apparent  exactness,  that  band,  Peter  Edes,  of  Ncctlham.  came 

be   died,  November   26,  176a,  aged  into  possession  of  the  farm  in  t73}{, 

eeventy-one  years,  one  month,  and  eleven  which  he  occupied  but  a  few  years, 

d.iys.  making  him  to  have  died  on  the  until  17  15    wli.  n  he  sold  it  to  I'etcr 

same  day  as  did  his  son  John  at  Lynn-  Edes.  hi»  brother-in-law.   £des  removed 

field,  and  estimating  his  age  by  the  birth  to  Maiden  and  lived  on  the  farm  onti! 

of  John  Mudge  who  w.is  born  ()ctol>er  1762,  when  he  sold  it  to  Isaac  Chitlen- 

15,  16S5,  and  died  December  ai  in  the  den,  of  Boston.  The  Chittendens  owned 

aame  year.  Deacon  John  Mudge  was  and  occupied  the  land  until  1815.  when 

born  Novcmb.r  21.  16S6.    lie  wis  .\^\-  it  \v.><  convevcd  by  Samuel  C  hittt-nden 

ing  as  a  deacon  of  the  .South  Church  in  to  \S  illiam  Hurd.of  Charlestown.  From 

June,  1761,  but  theie  was  a  vacancy  in  Joseph  Hurd,  of  Portsmouth,  who  had 

that  oftice,  February   23,  1761.  when  purchased  it  in  1S16,  it  p.issod  in  \%\\, 

"the  Ci'i-  meet  to  chuse  a  Deacon."  for  fbrty-five  hundred  doUam.  to  l^avitt 

.South  Church  Records.    That  he  was  Corbett.  of  Charlestown.  who  resided 

living  in  Octol)er.          is  ■  vi  fent  from  there  until  his  death,  .\ugiist  <).  1S55. 

the  order  in  the  text,  and  he  iiiay  have  The  farm  is  now  in  the  po.sse.-ision  of 

died  about  the  time  when  the  "  Supplies  the  proprietors  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery: 

of  Kum  &  .Sugar  "  ce.Tsed.    Th.it  he  died  and  the  rhittenden  Corlxtt  hfiusc.  which 

before  October  I,  1767,  appears  from  an  probably  contained  a   portion  of  the 

entry  in  the  town  records.  Mudge   house,  w.is   still   standing,  in 

John  Mudge,  the  father  of  the  deacon,  1895,01)  the  west  side  of  T  urkev  Hill, 

bought  of  the  heirs  of  Job  Lane,  in  near  Elm  Street  in  Everett,    it  was 

■TO*/*  for  two  hundred  pounds,  a  tene-  torn  down  soon  after. 
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The  poverty  of  the  South  Church  at  that  time,  pci  lKips,  pre- 
vented the  assistance  which  its  deacon  should  have  received 
from  its  kinds  or  its  contributions;  for  it  was  the  custom  then, 
as  now,  for  churches  to  help  their  members  so  far  as  po<:sible. 
Contributions  for  the  unfortunate  were  sometimes  made  at  the 
close  of  the  weekly  lecture  service,  and  especially  on  da\  s  of 
public  fasts  and  thanksgivings.  An  early  instance  has  already 
been  given,  and  the  lost  diary  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  ICmerson 
mentioned,  at  least,  two  contributions  which  were  made  for 
"Nat  Nycholes."*'  Sometimes  the  neighboring  churches  were 
helpful  in  the  work  of  charity.  The  Riimny-niarisJi  Church 
Book  contains  the  following  entry,  made  by  the  former  pastor 
of  Maiden,  Thomas  Cheever:  — 

November  10  [1726].  Public  Thanksgiving.  The  Contribution 
was  appo!nte<l  f  ir  Kbenczer  Hill  of  Maldon,  who,  having  a  sore  leg  for 
several  years  which  the  Doctours  at  last  judged  incurable  imless  his 
leg  was  cult  off  (which  was  done  the  7'''  of  this  month.)  petitioned  our 
Church  and  Congregation  k(t  oar  Charier,  there  was  gathered  about 
five  pounds  ten  shillings — ;^5.io.ir. 

A  distinction  must  be  made  between  the  workhouse,  where 
the  poor  gathered  daily  to  perform  light  tasks,  and  the  alms- 
house, where  they  dwelt;  although  the  former  was  finally 
merged  in  the  latter  where  they  both  lived  and  worked.  The 
workhouse  preceded  the  almshouse,  having  been  at  first  some 
house  temporarily  hired  for  the  purpose,  while  the  poor  dwelt 
in  their  own  dilapidated  houses  or  were  "boarded  out"  at 
the  expense  of  the  town.  It  was  refused  in  March,  174/.',  to 
*•  build  a  house  to  imploy  the  poor  in  ;  "  and  in  1753,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  Join  with  Cambridge,  Medford,  Woburn,  ami  Reading 
in  building  a  workhouse ;  but  the  town  declined  to  entertain  so 
extravagant  a  proposition.  Some  effort  to  bring  the  |H>or 
together  was  made  in  1765  or  1766,  but  it  docs  not  appear  to 
have  been  of  long  duration.  In  February  of  that  year,  the 
selectmen  issued  an  order  in  favor  of  John  Paine  for  two 
pounds  and  four  shillings 

*•  Bi'CenUHuhU  Book  of  Maldtn^  302. 
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for  work  dun  on  the  school  house  by  the  meeting  house  uj>on  tlie 
account  of  reiU  due  from  the  town  to  the  propriaiors  of  said  house  for 
the  poois  living  therein. 


Finally,  at  the  annual  meeting  March  2,  1772,  it  was  voted 
"To  hire  a  Work  House  for  the  poor  of  the  Town;  "  and  soon 
after,  "  That  some  Part  of  the  Work  House,  to  be  hired  for  the 
poor,  be  also  an  Alms  House  if  need  be."  The  house  which 
was  hired  was  that  which  stood  n^r  tlie  present  easterly  corner 
of  Salem  and  Sprague  Streets  and  which  had  formerly  belonged 
to  Thomas  Burditt,  Jr.  The  west  end  of  the  house,  which  had 
been  set  off  to  Widow  Sarah  Burditt,  was  that  which  was  appar- 
ently used ;  and  it  may  be  that  the  keeper,  John  Gould,  lived  in 
the  other  part,  which  had  recently  been  sold  to  Samuel  Merritt. 
However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  John  Gould  was  master 


the  latter  years  of  the  century.^*  It  was  voted,  March  i, 
^77%* "  support  the  poor  at  a  Work  House  the  ensuing  Year, 
according  to  the  Rules  &  orders  of  the  last  Year/'  A  committee 
was  chosen  the  next  year  **  to  lay  a  Plan  for  building  a  work- 
house ;  *'  but  the  town  refused  to  accept  its  report  at  a  sut^- 
quent  meeting,  and  continued  to  hire  until  March  6,  1 786,  when 
it  was  recorded  that  Widow  Burditt  refused  "  to  lett  her  house 
for  the  use  of  the  poor." 

In  the  meantime,  the  town  bad  come  into  the  possession  of 
an  almshouse  and  it  had  been  voted,  March  6,  1780, 

that  the  Ouerseers  of  ilie  poor  siiall  itioue  the  poor  to  the  I'owns 
house  which  lately  Thomas  Mancer  lived  in  as  soon  as  thay  Ctmven- 
ently  can. 

Thomas  Manser  had  been  sexton  of  the  town  and  North 
Parish  many  years  and  in  1769  had  become  old  and  feeble, 

**  John  .Gould  has  been  remembered  Mount  and  pray  until  the  temptation 

in  tradition  as  sn  extremely  honest  man.  had  passed  away.    He  died  June  3» 

It     Miid  ih.it  when  he  found  him-elf  in  tSoo.    Samuel  Mcrrilt,  the  town  clcrk, 

danger  of  becoming  angry  he  would  go  was  his  adopted  son. 
into  the  woods  at  the  foot  of  Wayte's 


of  the  workhouse  in  1773,  when 
Zaccheus  Banks,  cordwainer,  was 
apprehended  and  committed  to 
his  care;  and  here  he  dwelt  in 
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though  he  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  several  years 
longer.  His  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  Sandy  Bank  \\\<g\\' 
way  was  getting  old  like  himself,  and,  considering  the  circum- 
stances, the  town  passed  the  following  vote :  — 

[November  17,  1769,]  I'oled  Vo  repair  -f  House  of  m' Thomas 
Manser,  &  provide  for  his  comfortable  Subsistance,  during  iiia  natural 
Life,  together  with  his  £iid«avotus  to  Support  himself,  upon  Condition 
that  he  wUl  give  a  legal  Omveyaace  of  said  Hoqse,  with  his  other  Real 
Estate  to  the  Town. 

Vokd,  That  Capt  John  Dexter,  Capt.  Hamden  &  M!  James  Kettell  be 
a  Committee  to  acquaint  Mf  Thomas  Manser  with  the  prerecdinfij  Vote  ; 
which  Vote  he  comphed  with  and  gave  a  Deed  oi  y*^  i'reinises  to  the  Town, 

At  the  annua!  mcctinc^  in  1783,  it  was  voted  that  the  survey- 
ors of  highways  "  Shall  make  a  Stone  wall  on  the  towns  land  by 
the  Road  to  the  Buring  place  that  the  poor  may  have  a  garden." 
The  almshouse  probably  absorbed  the  workhouse  after  the 
refusal  of  the  Widow  Burditt  to  let  her  house  longer  for  the 
town's  use,  and  no  more  is  heard  of  the  latter.  An  enlargement 
of  the  former  became  needful  in  1791,  and  a  committee  reported 
m  April  of  that  year  that  it  was 

Necessary  that  an  addition  of  eighteen  feet  be  added  on  the  West 
part  of  s"^  House  to  have  a  Gambrel  Roof  the  Smoke  to  be  carried  into 
the  Chimney  of  the  Old  house. 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  report  until  May  7,  1792,  when  a 
committee  was  chosen  "to  employ  workmen  &  furnish  materials 
for  enlarging  the  house  for  the  poor."  The  little  house  of 
Thomas  Manser,  with  a  sun-dial —  "  the  economical  town  time- 
piece of  Maiden,"  standing  before  its  door,^*  continued  to  be  the 
almshouse  until  1S22,  when  the  town  havini;  i)urchased  a  por- 
tion of  the  Blanchard  farm  and  adjoining  lands  on  the  Mcdford 
Road,  sold  for  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
the  house  and  land  on  the  "  road  leading  to  the  Bank  so  called 
commonly  called  the  old  poor  house."  ♦'^  The  old  house, 
enlarged  and  kept  in  good  repair,  yet  stands  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Madison  Street,  showing  on  its  exterior  few  marks  of  age 
to  distinguish  it  from  its  neighbors.*' 

*i  Bi-CfiUtntial  Book  cf  A/Mnt,  224.  It  had  been  built  on  a  lot  of  about 

Midd,  CV.  D^eUs,  ccxivi.  2S9.  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  which  Jonathan 
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At  a  (ienerail  l  own  meeting  the  13th  of  July  1696  Cap  williain  (ireeii : 
moderator.  This  town  taking  jnto  consideration  jnconuenences  and 
damig :  Acurring  To  them :  by  Jnmates.  And  JIl  diected  parsons  setting 
themselves  amongst  them  Ahaue  uoted :  and  ordered  :  that  Jf  aney  par< 
son  whatsoeuer:  that  shall  Resaiue  any  Jnmate :  Jnto  tlu  ir  hoiis  more 
then  fourteen  days  before  they  Giue  notis  Thereof  to  the  select  men  :  or 
that  shall  Lett  out  their  hous  to  hier ;  to  aney  parson :  but  such  as  the 
select-men  shall  aproue  of  from  time  to  time  shall  fiwfit  fine  shillings 
p'  weeck :  so  long  as  they  continue  deficcttiue :  heer  jn :  and  pay  alt 
such  damiges  as  shall  com  to  the  town  thereby  And  that  the  Constable 
shall  take  the  forfit:  of  those  y'  transgres  herin  by  destres:  by  a 
wamnt  from  y*  select  men:  for     use  of  the  town: 

This  vote,  which  was  based  on  a  Province  law,  continued,  with 
various  modifications  in  force  nearly  a  century,  and  simplified 
the  settlement  of  paupers.  Upon  receiving  notice,  or  within  a 
reasonable  time  thereafter,  the  selectmen  issued  their  warrant 
and  the  constable  proceeded  to  warn  the  new  comers  to  depart. 
Apparently  the  first  to  experience  the  operation  of  this  vote  was 
Thomas  Degresha,  in  reference  to  whom  it  is  recorded ;  — 

Thomas  degreuch^  entred  as  a  parson  Resedant  jn  maiden  y*  14  of 
decembar  1699 :  wharupon  the  select  men  of  this  town  gaue  ordar  by 
a  warrant  to  Thomas  okes  constable  to  warn  y*  said  Thomas  degrache' 

and  his  wife  to  depart  y°  town  of  maiden  and  be  Resident  no  longar 
ther  jn  baring  date  y  21  of  decembar  1699.^ 

Rich  or  poor,  those  who  came  to  remain  or  those  who  came 
for  a  season — all  were  treated  alike.  It  was  not  always  neces- 
sary to  obey,  as  the  legal  effect  was  usually  produced  by  serving 
the  warrant,  which  cleared  the  town  from  fiiture  liability. 
Sometimes,  however,  the  constable  was  ordered  to  take  a  party 


Howard,  Jr.  ha<l  deutlcd  December  16, 
1730,  "for  and  in  Consideration  of  love 
good  will  aad  affection  which  J  have 
and  dou  Bear  towards  my  (reind  and 
towns  man  Thomas  Mansser."  This 
l»nd  was  bounded  easterly  "on  a  \\\^ 
way  that  goes  to  y*"  Burring  Place  in 
ffi  Town  and  Near  Burring  place." 
Uurecordid  deed  in  the  writer's  posses- 
sion. This  property  was  afterwards 
purchased  by  TSuiothy  Bailey  and  was 
for  many  yean  occupied  by  the  late 


Samtt  -l  Shutc.    It  is  BOW  known  as 

53  Aiadison  Street. 

Thorn  ts  I Jc'^resha  was  married  to 
Agnes  Crackt-r  liy  the  Rev.  TlMimrt* 
Clieever  al  Ivuiiirjcy  Marsh,  .M.iri.ii  i(v 
169'' They  did  not  "  dc]>art  y*  town* 
but  continued  therein.  They  were  th« 
parents  of  Thomas  and  the  grandparents 
of  Mary,  the  well  known  "'  Moll  Crush** 
of  later  days.  Gru»by  Pasture,  on  Forest 
Street,  preserved  the  name  in  Makkn. 
until  recent  yean. 
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by  force  and  deposit  luin  outside  of  the  town  limits.  Sometimes 
the  law  required  that  notices  of  such  w.irnings  should  be  given 
to  the  County  Court  and  approved  by  that  autliority.  Tluis,  at 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  March,  1734,  the  following  entry 
was  made :  — 

Ihe  Sckctinen  of  maiden  are  allowed  to  enter  their  caution  against 
Richard  Pcrknib  and  Judith  his  wife,  mary  i'crktni»  itictr  daughter  and 
Jfatnes  Connon  their  seivant,  who  have  been  warned  to  depart  out  of 
the  ^  Town  of  maiden,  as  appean  by  a  wanant  with  a  return  endorsed 
Ihereon  on  file. 

The  notices  given  by  heads  of  families  and  landlords  under 
this  vote  sometimes  contain  valuable  information  in  relation  to 
the  origin  and  movements  of  families.  The  following  is  one  of 
many  which  may  be  found  in  the  town  records: 

Maiden  June  the  5"*  17^56 

To  mr  John  Shute  town  Clerk  of  Maldon  These,  agreable  to  a  law 
of  tlus  Province  in  such  case  provided  are  to  acquaint  you  that  mr 
John  Rumbly  &  his  Wife  and  children  ware  by  me  the  subscriber  ad- 
mitted into  my  house  in  Maldon  as  tennants  upon  Rent  on  the  twenty 
eighth  day  of  tnay  KT^t  and  tlv  y  were  then  first  received  and  admitted 
into  the  possesaiun  ui  uiy  ±>aia  hou^e  and  ihc  said  John  and  his  family 
came  last  from  medford  he  is  a  Brickmaker,  J  belive  he  is  an  indu9> 
trious  man  and  that  he  will  maintain  himself  and  family  and  pay  his 
rent  and  nothing  more  of  his  or  his  iamilys  Curcumstances  are  known 
by  your  Humble  Servant  Ebenezeh  Pratt  Ju's 

Uriah  Oakes,  in  January,  1758,  took  Mary  Saunders  and  her 
children,  Mary  and  Margaret,  into  his  family  as  boarders.  Her 
husband  was  a  seafaring  man  with  "  nothing  els  to  trust  to  but 
his  prosperity."  In  the  same  year»  Rose  Clough,  a  widow  from 
Boston,  was  reported  as  one  *'  who  is  under  good  strcum> 
stances ;  "  and  John  and  Abigail  Cades,  who  came  from  Stone- 
ham,  were  said  to  be  "young  and  industrious.*'  Soon  after 
Susanna  Downing,  "a  garl  from  Boston  . . .  under  poor  surcum- 
stances,'*  was  taken  in  by  Isaac  Wheeler ;  while  Joseph  Lyndc 
sheltered  Mary  Welch,  a  young  woman  from  Charlestown,  who 
was  reported  to  be  **not  compos  mentis;*'  and  John  Shute 
took  Isaac  Doubt  of  Boston  —  *'  he  has  been  welthy  but  now 
very  much  reduced.'* 
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A  few  years  later  Timothy  Spraguc  certified  to  Mary  Hendty 
"a  poor  ',\:\r\  from  Marblehead;  "  and  Isaac  Wayte  had  two 
children,  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Sanders,  from  Boston,  whose 
father  is  recorded  as  being  "  a  strong  laborious  man  but  has  no 
great  matter  in  the  world."  In  1764  Thomas  Shute  received 
Joseph  Grant  from  Boston  — "  much  disordered  in  mind  and 
has  but  little  worldly  substance."  Timothy  Waite  gave  the 
following  notice  in  1772:  — 

Sarah  Parsons  of  Leicester,  a  single  Woman,  came  to  live  with  me 
one  year.  She  came  the  29***  Day  of  May  last  1771^  in  Order  to  leam 
to  be  a  Taylor. 

Negroes  are  mentioned  at  times,  coming  probably  as  servants 
or  farm  laborers.  Rebecca,  "  a  melatto  woman,"  was  warned 
in  1745;  and  Jonas  Green  had  "a  molatto  woman"  named 
Mary  Fair,  from  Lincoln,  in  1768.  Worster  and  Jupiter  with 
their  wives,  Phyllis  and  Mar>',  from  Medford,*^  were  warned  in 
1780;  and  in  1786  appears  the  following  entry  in  relation  to  one 
whose  name  and  appearance,  in  her  latter  years,  are  still  remem- 
bered by  a  few  old  inhabitants:  — 

T'o  Ebenezer  W'aitt  Constal'h-  of  the  Town  of  Afalden  Greefitif;,  in 
the  Name  of  the  CuinmonucaUh  of  Massccliuscts.  you  are  Required 
forthwith  to  warn  Deborah  Sawco  a  Negro  woman  (Daughter  to  Cufle 
Sawco  of  Medford)  who  Came  into  town  from  Salem  in  Jan*.  1786 
that  she  forthwith  Depaite  out  of  this  town  to  Salem  and  that  she  be 
nolMlger  Resident  herein  —  And  Make  Returne  of  this  warrant  with 
your  Doings  here  on  to  me  the  Subscriber.  Dated  Makkn  July  iS. 
1786  —  By  Order  of  the  Selectmen       Joseph  Perkins  Taion  Cl^ 

Agreabl  to  the  within  writtin  warrant  I  have  warned  the  within  men- 
tioned Person  to  Departe  out  of  this  Town  to  Salem  from  whence  she 
Came  —  Maiden,  Aug'.  1 786  —  Ebenezer  WAm  Comtabk 

Deb  Saco,  who  was  thus  warned  to  **  Departe,"  died  at  the 
almshouse  in  Maiden,  June  17,  1839.  aged  about  eighty  ytxt%. 
Whether  she  was  a  negro  or  an  Indian,  I  cannot  say.  Those 
who  remember  her  are  divided  as  to  that  matter.  The  name  of 
her  father  is  that  of  a  negro,  and  the  record  of  her  death  calls 

Worster  had  been  a  slave  of  the    of  Muldcn ;  and  Jupiter  of  Timothy 

Kev.  Ebenezer  Turcll,  of  ^fL<lf^ nl ;  liis  Fitch,  of  the  forn^fr  tnwn  A  d.iughtcr, 
wife  Phyllis,  of  the  kev.  Kiiakiin  Willis,    Rebecca,  accompanied  the  latter. 
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her  *'  a  colored  person."  The  late  Augustus  D.  Rogers,  of  Salem, 
in  a  note  to  me,  says  that  she  was  an  old  colored  servant  of  Col- 
lector De  Witt  of  that  town,  and  that  she  was  popularly  supposed 
to  be  one  hundred  years  old.  He  says,  "  I  often  gased  on  her 
with  awe,  when,  as  I  rode  to  Maiden,  she  might  be  seen  bending 
on  her  staff,  witii '  arbs'  to  sell."  A  representation  of  her  as  a 
fortune*teller  was  formerly  in  the  East  India  Museum  in  Salem, 
and  she  has  often  appeared  by  proxy  at  ladies'  foirs.  I  suspect 
that  she  was  of  two  races,  having  an  Indian  mother.  This  was 
a  not  uncommon  mixture  during  the  continuance  of  slavery ;  and 
it  was  popular  with  the  negroes,  as  the  children  of  an  Indian 
mother  were  free.  She  was  a  tramp,  or,  in  the  speech  of  that 
day,  a  "  walk-about."  ranging  the  country  from  Salem  to  Cam- 
bridge. She  would  disappear  for  months,  returning  suddenly, 
as  eager  to  tell  fortunes,  as  dirty,  and  as  fond  of  rum  as  ever. 

Of  a  similar  character  was  Hannah  Shiner,  known  also  as 
Squa  Shiner,  an  older  woman,  in  whose  veins  the  Indian  blood 
predominated,  if  it  were  not  wholly  pure.  She  was  a  small 
woman  with  a  thin  face,  and  she  usually  travelled,  with  a  small 
dog,  selling  baskets  and  herbs.  She,  too,  was  known  in  all 
the  neighboring  towns;  but  her  home  was  near  a  spring  on 
the  borders  of  Turkey  Swamp  in  Middlesex  Fells,  where  she 
lived  with  a  kindred  spirit  known  as  Old  Toney.  She  is  said 
to  have  been  "  kind-hearted,  a  faithful  friend,  a  sharp  enemy, 
a  judge  of  herbs,  a  weaver  of  baskets,  and  a  lover  of  rum." 
She  was  drowned  in  the  Abajona  River  in  W'oburn,  having 
been  blown  off  a  bridge  by  a  hit^h  wind,  on  a  cold  winter  da\' 
[December  22,  1820]."'  She  was  eighly-two  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

Mar)'  Dc'^resha,  otherwise  Moll  Crush,  was  another  individual 
of  the  "walk-about"  cla-s.  She  was  a  ilauL;hter  of  Thomas 
Degresha  and  hi  st  appears  as  a  town  charge  in  1786^  when  at 
a  town  meeting  it  was 

[October  16,  i7S<i.]  Faiedto  put  up  Mary  Degrusha  to  a  vandue 
to  see  who  will  take  her  at  the  next  Parish  Meeting  of  this  North 
Parnsb. 

»  CL  Brook*,  Uutory  o/Mtd/onl,  81  i  iVituhesttr  Setord,  I  274. 
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[Orto!)er  25,  1786.]  Charles  Hills  west  Room  then  meet  accord- 
ingly and  Lieu!  Francis  Phillips  bid  her  of  for  one  year  and  the  ibwa 
was  to  Cloath  her  Deacenily  and  by  him  to  keep  her  Deacently 
Cloathed  and  the  Town  to  Give  Lieu'  Phillips  Six  DoUen  for  his  taking 
her  and  taking  Proper  Care  of  her  and  be  is  to  keep  her  from  being 
any  farther  a  Town  Charge  for  one  year  from  the  time  that  the  Select- 
men Delivers  her  to  htm  the  said  Lieu!  Pliillips. 

Mary  Degresha  is  said  to  have  been  an  active  and  spirited 
woman  and  to  have  been  offended  when  called  Moll  Crush. 
The  stoiy  of  her  being  the  last  sufferer  at  the  whipping  post  in 
Maiden  is  related  elsewhere.  In  her  old  age  she  is  described 
as  having  a  thin  body  and  a  dark  yellow  complexion,  from 
which  she  was  popularly  supposed  to  be  of  Indian  blood.  She 
lived  a  short  time  in  a  hut  near  Bear's  Den,  and  died  at  the  alras> 
house  about  1838. 

Whatever  deals  with  poverty  in  its  many  forms  has  little  to 
relieve  it.  Grotesque  it  may  be,  or  a  trace  even  of  the  comic 
may  at  times  pass  through  it  as  a  gleaming  thread :  but  its 
grotcsqueness  becomes  hideous,  and  the  gleaming  thread  is 
tarnished  when  for  a  moment  een  beneath  it  stolid  despair, 
starvation,  sickness,  lingerin^^  death  —  all  the  many  woes  which 
have  attended  the  poor  in  all  ages.  What  they  suffered  who 
are  gone,  what  they  are  suffering  who  arc  living  none  may 
know  save  those  who  may  live  as  they.  Yet  there  is  a  deeper 
depth  to  which  men  and  women  in  Massachusetts  have  descend- 
ed without  hope;  for  SLAVERY  was  here  from  the  bc5[inning 
and  remained  under  the  protection  of  the  law  until  after  the 
Revolutionary  period. 

It  matters  not  that  it  existed  in  a  mild  and  patriarchal  form ; 
for  it  was  still  a  real  slavery,  wherein  human  beings  had  a 
money  value  and  were  sold  like  cattle  or  the  ground  on  which 
they  trod.  The  names  of  a  feu*  of  these  servitors  ha\'e  come 
down  to  us;  but  the  names  of  I^rahma  Bucknam  and  Cato 
Lyndc,  of  Phyllis  Willis  and  Violet  Hills,  belong  to  a  day  and 
a  condition  which  have  passed  away.  So  far  removed  are  they 
from  us  —  so  remote  from  the  thoiiijlits  and  customs  of  the 
present  is  the  condition  in  which  they  li\'ed  that  the  record  of 
their  existence  has  no  living  interest,  and  we  look  upon  it  only 
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as  a  curiosity  of  the  past.  As  such,  with  much  care -and  no 
slight  labor,  I  have  brought  together  from  scattered  sources  the 
little  that  remains  to  illustrate  the  story  of  slavery  in  Maiden. 
Its  existence  spans  the  time  from  the  incorporation  of  the  to\Mi 
to  a  day  almost  within  the  memory  of  man.  Indeed,  within 
sixty  years  I  have  taken  the  hand  of  the  last  survivor  of 
enforced  servitude  here. 

That  slavery  was  almost  coeval  with  the  Colony  cannot  be 
doubted.  Antiquaries  know  the  story  of  the  negro  who  was 
lost  in  the  woods  in  1633,  and  who,  after  frightening  some 
Indians,  wIto  thought  he  was  Abamacho  —  the  Devil  —  was  con- 
ducted to  his  mastrr!"^  The  ninety-first  article  of  the  Body  of 
Liberties,  established  by  the  General  Court  in  1641,  concerns 
the 

Liberties  of  Forreiners  and  Strangers. 

91.  There  shall  never  be  any  bond  slaverie,  villinage  or  Captivitie 
amongst  us  unles  it  be  lawfull  Captives  taken  in  just  wanes,  and  such 
strangers  as  willint^ly  selle  themselves  or  are  sold  to  us.  And  these 
shall  have  all  the  liberties  and  Christian  usages  which  the  law  of  god 
established  in  Israeli  oonceming  such  persons  doeth  morally  require. 
Thb  exempts  none  fiom  servitude  who  shall  be  Judged  thereto  by 
Aathoritie.** 

This  article  has  been  cited  to  prove  that  the  spirit  of  the  early 
Massachusetts  laws  was  against  slaveiy;  and  yet  it  recognized 
the  right  of  property  in  human  flesh  and  provided  for  its  transfer 
as  clearly  as  any  law  of  the  later  slave-holding  colonies  or  states. 
By  its  authority  captives  taken  in  the  Indian  wars  were  sold  inta 
domestic  servitude,  or  sent  to  the  West  Indies  in  exchange  for 
negroes;  and  Africans  were  subjects  of  sale  for  nearly  a  century 
and  a  half.  Nor  was  It  ever  expressly  repealed ;  nor  can  die 
closest  student  of  the  subject  point  to  the  exact  date  when 
slavery  in  Massachusetts  became  legally  extinct.^ 

*>  Wood,  NevhEn^Umds  Prmpectt  77.  in  America,  have  entered  upon  the  field ; 

{Ed.  T634.)  but  the  one  Is  wtitten  m  a  controvertial 

;1/.;rr.  /fist.  C<?//.  xxviii.  25 1 .  spirit,  and  the  author  of  the  (  iliLt 

"  The  history  of  slavery  in  New  influenced  b;  sympathy  with  his  race. 

Bfifland  is  unwritten.  Moore,  Motet  ef  On  the  other  hand,  the  liistorical  writers 

thf  Ff:ifc'-y  of  Sliivery  in  Afassiuhus  fti,  of  New  England  have  ignored  or  mis- 

and  \S \\\\Aim,  Hisiwy  0/ tMe  Negra  Jiace  represented  the  subject,  or  have  at- 
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The  first  notice  of  slavery  in  Maiden  is  implied  in  an  order  of 
the  General  Court  in  relation  to  the  servant  of  Job  Lane,  who 
had  been  found  guilty  of  "  runing  from  bis  master." 

[liCay  x8,  1653.]  EktdmeUcks  y  n^r»s  tensure.  In  aitf*  to  jSixt 
petetioa  of  Job  Lane,  in  the  behalfe  of  Ebedmeleck,  his  servant,  for  the 

remittment  of  the  rigor  of  the  lawe,  lie,  tiie  C(jurt  judgeth  it  meete, 
thill  the  sajd  Khcdmclecke,  for  his  stealing  victualis  and  breaking  o]>en 
a  window  on  tiie  Lurds  day,  shall,  tlie  next  lecture  day,  be  whipt  wiih 
five  stripes.** 

The  next  is  in  a  bond  of  Job  Lane  to  John  Levcrett,  after- 
wards Governor  of  the  Colony. 

Know  al  men  by  these  p'sents  that  I  Jobe  Lane,  of  Maiden  in  the 

Covnty  of  midelsex  in  New  EngUL*  C4CX)enter,  acknowleg  my  selfe  to 
be  indebted  vnto  John  Leverett,  of  Boston  in  the  Covnty  of  Svffolke, 
in  the  Massachvscts  Collony  in  New  Engld,  for  a  negro  boy  called 
mercvry  the  svin  of  thirty  povnds  of  Cvrrant  monney  of  new  1  ngld., 
the  which  svm,  I,  the  sayd  Jobe  Lane  p'raise  to  pay  vnto  the  sayde 
Leverett  at  his  Now  dwellmg  hovse  in  boston,  or  in  other  pay  to  his 
Content,  as  for  monney,  or  to  his  heyres  execcvtO's  or  assignes,  for  the 
trve  perfoimance  of  tiie  same,  I  doe  hereby  fyrmely  bynd  myselfe  my 
heyres,  execcvto's  &  assignes  in  the  penalty  of  sixty  poviuls  of  like 
Cvrrant  monney.  In  wiines  whereof.  I  have  herevnto  set  my  hand  &L 
scale  this  12th  day  of  Jvne  1667.  u 
Witnes,  Job  Lmnb.  <^2N 

WlLUAM  SbDGWICKE  \X 

Isaac  +  Gross. 

The  close  of  Philip's  War  was  fruitful  in  "  servants "  of  an- 
other race  —  of  heathen,  who  for  their  souls'  everlasting  good 
were  doomed  to  temporal  servitude.  There  is  extant  a  pajn-r 
written  by  Daniel  Gookin  in  1676,  the  endorsement  and  one 
item  of  which  are  as  follows :  — 


tempted  to  excuse  that  widch  they  <  ouUi 
neither  ignore  nor  mbrepresent.  The 
simple  truth  is  that  slavery  was  just  and 
its  purposes  were  righteous  in  the  eyes 
of  those  who  saw  their  profit  therein, 
and  there  were  few  who  cotild  see  its 
enormity  under  the  influence  of  a  present 
advantage.  It  was  not  until  a  spirit  of 
libertjr  and  redstince  to  oppression  be* 


gan  to  pervade  (be  land  that  ■  general 

public  opinion  ngninst  ^lav.:rv  wis 
aroused.  When  llie  truth  u(  history  iji 
sought  before  the  undue  exaltation  of 
the  fathers,  the  history  of  .--^nvcry  ia 
Massachusetts  may  be  fairly  tuU. 

Mtiss.  Colony  Records,  iv.  (i ),  137. 

M  N,  E.  Mi$U  and  Gtmail.  Jitgisitr, 
xiii.  204. 
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A  List  of  the  Induin  Children  put  to  seniice  that  came  in  with  Jc^n 

of  Pack  irhooge.  .  .  .  i  B<>y.  To  Cioodmnn  Crccnl  ind  a  carpenter 
of  Charles  tuwne  on  Mistitkc  side,  a  boy  name  Tom  aged  twclue  yeares, 
his  father  named  Saniisho  uf  Tackachuoge.** 

Besides  this  I  have  found  no  case  of  Indian  servitude  on 
Mystic  Side  or  in  Maiden,  and  slavery  here,  with  this  excep* 
tion,  seems  to  liavc  been  confined  to  the  net^ro  race. 

"Turan  Negro  Serv'  to  i-'-d\v  Carrington,  &  a  negro  wench 
serv' to  old  m"^  Lines"  are  mentioned  in  1677;  and  their  ac- 
quaintanci:,  resultitig  in  a  presentment  at  the  Court,  brought 
hfteen  stripes  to  the  former  and  ten  to  the  latter. '^'^ 

In  the  will  of  William  Bncknain  (1693)  a  negro  is  mentioned; 
and  others  are  found,  as  property,  in  w  ills  and  inventories  made 
prior  to  the  Revolution.  Samuel  Bucknam's  "negro  pecter,** 
and  hisi  troubles  in  1 703.  have  been  mentioned.  Jonathan 
Knovver  (1722)  was  possessed  of  a  "Negro  woman  named 
Jenne,"  who  was  to  serve  his  wife  during  her  life  and  to  be  free 
at  her  decease  ;  and  Deacon  John  Greenland  f  17289)  left  to  his 
grandson,  John  Shute,  "  one  negro  woman."  who  was  valued  at 
fifty  pounds.  The  comparative  value  of  human  ilcsh  in  Maiden 
during  the  early  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  may  be  known 
by  the  inventor)-  of  Deacon  Jolm  Pratt,  wliich  was  made  in 
1742,  when  an  "  oald  negroman  "  and  a  cow  were  alike  valued 
at  ten  pounds  each.^ 

During  this  period,  the  condition  of  the  slave  was  hardly  as 
tolerable  as  it  afterwards  became.  He  was  a  barbarian  —  a 
heathen  whose  conversion  was  hardly  worth  the  cost,  and  whose 
soul,  if  an}'  he  had,  was  of  little  moment  in  the  scheme  of  sal- 
vation. Rarely  did  his  children  receive  the  rite  of  baptism ; 
nor  were  his  brothers  and  s^ers  often  admitted  to  the  privi> 
leges  of  church  membership  before  the  middle  of  the  century. 
The  reason  was  obvious.  If  he  became  a  church  member  he 
became  eligible  to  the  privileges  of  a  freeman*  which  might  by 
some  favoring  circumstances  be  brought  within  his  reach;  and 
no  freeman  could  remain  or  become  a  servitor,  save  after  a  legal 

*«  N.  E.  Hist,  and  GtHtal.  Registtr,       «  Midd.  Court  Rtcords,  iiL  176. 
irilL  S72.   There  «re  twentjNnie  boys      M  Midd.  FrtkOe  FOa,  in  /«m 
and  eleven  *'mayda'*  in  this  Utt. 
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judgment  of  the  court  for  some  sufficient  reason.  His  life  and 
limbs  were  protected  by  the  letter  of  the  law;  but  the  slayer  of 
a  negro  was  hardly  to  be  set  by  the  side  of  one  who  killed  a 
white  man.  In  the  former  case  the  law  might  interpose  with  a 
show  of  authority  and  a  faint  zeal;  but  public  sympathy  was 
usually  with  the  murderer.  In  the  following  extract,  pity  for 
"  the  poor  man  "  who  lost  his  temper  chokes  any  appearance 
of  regret  for  the  death  of  his  victim, 

[December  2,  1728]  On  Thnrsda)  last  an  Irishman  li  ipnincj  to 
quarrel  with  a  Negro  man  belonging  to  Ariw/uv'  of  Mnlden,  proixcded 
to  strilce  the  said  Negro,  and  thereby  wounded  him  to  thai  degree  that 
he  dy*d  on  Saturday  last,  and  the  poor  Man  was  the  same  day  committed 
to  Goal  in  order  to  be  try'd  for  the  said  Crime.^ 

Yet,  to  the  slave  the  attainment  of  freedom  was  not  impossi- 
ble. Faithful  servants  were  sometimes  freed  by  will,  after  the 
deaths  of  their  masters;  and  sometimes  an  earlier  manumission 
was  given.  Nor  was  the  release  of  aged  or  unhealthy  depend- 
ants, from  considerations  of  ^onomy,  uncommon ;  and  the  un- 
fortunate freedman  became  a  charge  to  the  town  or  turned 
the  mill  of  his  poverty  and  disteess  alone.  So  frequent  did 
such  cases  become  that  the  General  Court  passed  an  act  in 
1703-4.  which  prohibited  the  freeing  of  servants,  except  upon 
giving  bonds  to  save  the  public  from  future  charges.*** 

NtU'-Em^land  U'eJdy  Jaumal.  "  I  lurt-  i>  a  trakiition  that  one  of  the 
There  It  a  tradition,  which  can  hardly  old  I  stjuirrs  nf  this  tomi  had  a  slave 
be  connected  with  this  story,  that  a  who  had  bLcn  in  his  family  until  he  was 
negro  was  killed  in  the  house  of  Thomas  about  seventy  yi  ars  of  age.  Perceiving 
Hills,  which  stood  on  the  easterly  aide  that  there  was  not  jiHich  more  work  left 
of  HarveU's  Brook  Lane,  near  tb«  pres-  in  th«  ok!  man,  the  Ksquirc  took  him 
ent  comer  of  Cross  and  Lyme  Streets,  one  day,  and  made  him  a  somewhat 
In  the  course  of  time,  the  old  house  pompous  address  to  the  following  effectt 
became  not  only  dilapidated  but  haunted,  '  Vou  have  been  a  faithful  servant  to  me 
so  that  no  tenant,  save  the  unearthly  one  and  my  father  before  me.  I  hare  long 
who  Nv.is  supposr  (I  to  liavc  returned,  been  thinking  what  I  should  do  to  re- 
could  be  found  to  remain  in  it.  A  biatk  ward  you  for  your  services.  I  give 
eat  was  seen  there,  and  people  said  that  you  your  freedom !  Vou  are  your  own 
spirit-;  could  take  a  great  many  forms,  master;  you  are  vnur  own  ni.in.'  Upon 
The  house  became  more  uncanny  and  this  the  old  negro  shook  his  grisly  head, 
ruinous,  and  was  demolished  about  and  with  «  sly  glance,  showing  that  he 
seventy  years  ago.  Pcrhap-s  this  story  saw  fhrnnrh  his  master's  intemions, 
may  have  been  connected  wtth  Jack,  quietly  replied  :  '  No,  no,  Ma.<ssa,  you  eat 
"a  negro  who  lived  at  M'  Thos  Hills,"  de  meat,  and  now  yon  must  pick  de 
who  died.  May  25,  i8oa^  aged  fourteen  bone.'"  Bi-CtHitmritit Bt^  ^ MMm^ 
years.  131. 

Prtunmet  Lawst  chap,  i,  I703'4. 
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By  the  middle  of  the  century,  a  feeling  antagonistic  to  slavery 
began  to  work  a  change  in  public  opinion  and  the  condition  of 
the  slave  began  to  improve.    The  laws  for  bis  protection 

became  more  direct  or  were  better  observed;  and  he  was  more 
freely  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  Christian  rites  and  privi- 
leges. His  children  might  be  baptized  and  he  might  become 
a  member  of  the  church.  "  Ginne  negro  servant  to  Mr  Thomas 
Pratt  of  Chelsea"  was  baptized  in  1750.  by  the  Rev,  Aaron 
Cleaveland  of  the  South  Church;  and  there  were  at  least  two 
negroes  who  were  members  of  the  same  church,  in  full  commun- 
ion, before  the  Revolution  —  Tower,  "servant  to  Mrs.  Blany," 
who  was  admitted,  April  3,  1763,  and  Peter,  "servant  to  M' 
Darius  Green,"  who  was  admitted  March  17,  1765.  The 
children  of  the  latter,  Margaret,  Simon,  nnd  Phcbc  were  bap- 
tized at  the  South  Church.*^'  He  was  familiarly  known  as  Old 
Peter,  and  he  afterwards  became  the  slave,  or  servant,  of  Ezra 
or  Bernard  Green. 

The  Green  family  had  several  slaves,  as  had  also  the  Lyndes, 
the  Dcxtcrs,  and  the  Bucknams.^  The  inventory  of  Ezra 
Green,  taken  July  5,  1768,  contains  the  following  items:  — 

To  ike  Servents 

To  a  Negro  man  Named  Jcferre  ^ao.00,00 
To  a  Negro  Boy  Named  Simon  33.06.08 
To  a  Negro  Garl  Named  Vilot  10.13.04** 

Some  of  the  papers  by  which  Ezra  Green  obtained  ownership 
of  his  slaves  are  extant  and  are  worthy  of  preservation,  not  only 


•*  Scutk  Cknrtk  Records,  m  loco. 
There  were  several  slaves  attached 

to  the  farm  of  Willi  mi  I'.inknam  and 
his  desceitdanls.  a  portion  oi  which  is 
now  occupied  hjr  Joseph  Swan,  whoiie 
h"'.i-c  Bucknam  Street  in  Kvtrctt 
is  upon  the  site  of  that  of  ihe  Huck- 
nama.  "The  t'.M.  last  woolly-haired 
reMclents  upon  the  pl.ice  rejoiced  in  the 
decidedly  euphonious  names  of  I'onip 
and  Samp."  AfalJen  Afim;r,  Augu>it  14, 
1S75.  "  Pomp  and  se^er,"  are  mentioned 
a*  fiddlers  at  a  country  frolic  in  1777, 
in  a  piece  of  doggerel  which  is  said  to 
have  been  written  by  one  of  the  slavet 


of  this  estate.  This  rhyme,  which,  with 
other  curious  or  interesting  papers,  is 

in  thi-  |M>ssession  f  f  Mr.  Sw.in.  hardly 
to  be  compared  with  the  woric  of  I'byllis 
Wheatley,  the  slave  poet  of  Boston.  It 
W  !^  to  he  ^ung  "  In  the  tunc  of  the 
black  swan ; "  and  two  couplets  of  the 
seven  of  which  it  is  composed  will  fairly 

present  its  merits. 

"  tbe^fc       fitie  cobbelcrs  nude  a  frolick 
an  ana  Ms  tsluM  with  tht  colHck. 

"  ihc  fidl*r»  name  was  pomp  or  scstr 
and  d.tuid  d.nnccd  with  a  mnf-  *r;^!«»ef." 

•»  Mhtti.  Probatt  FiUt^  in  loco. 
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as  showing  how  a  legal  right  and  title  to  the  bodies  and  life 
service  of  men  could  be  transferrt  l  id  preserved,  but  as 
i:i  icniablc  proofs  of  the  reality  of  African  slavery  in  New 
England. 

Know  all  Men  By  These  Presents  That  I  Peter  Hayes  lutf  of  Stone- 
ham  in  the  County  of  Middlesix  in  his  Majesties  Province  of  the 

Masachu  tt  Bay  in  New  England  Yeoman  Have  SoM  a  Negro  man' 
Servant  Named  Tom  :  to  K/ra  Green  of  MaLk-n  in  the  County  afore- 
said Gen'  and  in  ConsidLT.uion  of  the  Sum  (A  Fifty  l-"jve  pounds  which 
I  Do  By  i'hese  Presents  Acknowledge  I  have  Received  of  the  above  S*l 
Ezra  Green  for  the  above  SI  Negro  man  Servant  and  am  there  with 
fully  Satisfyed  and  contented,  and  I  the  Said  Peter  Hayes  lunf  have  in 
my  Self  Good  right  full  power  and  Liwfull  Authority  to  Sell  and  Dis- 
pose of  S"^  Seruant  as  above  Expressed  and  I  do  hereby  Covenant  and 
promise  to  warrant  and  Defend  the  above  S"!  Ezra  Green  in  the  cjuiet 
and  peasable  possion  of  the  above  SI  Negro  man  Seruant  to  his  own 
proper  Use  and  Disposal  as  he  Shall  think  fitt  In  Witmess  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  Sett  my  hand  and  Seal  the  Twenty  Sevnth  Day  of  Oct? 
Anno  Dom:  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  &  Sixty  And  in  the  Thirty 
Forth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  lord  George  the  Second 
King  &c  

Sis:npd  Sealed  and  Delivered  Peter  Hay  Jun?  ** 

iu  i're!>enlb  of 

James  Hay 

Mary  Brown 

Know  all  men  By  1  hese  Presents  that  we  Tho:  Burditt  labez  fiurditt 
Sam'!  Swcclser  &  loseph  Burditt  all  of  Maiden  &  lacob  Burditt  of 
Charlstown  Being  All  of  the  County  of  Middlesix  &  province  of  the 
Massachusets  Bay  in  New  England  Have  Sold  a  Negro  man  Servant 
Named  leffrey  to  Ezra  Green  of  Maiden  &  County  aforesaid  Gentle- 
man for  and  m  Consideration  of  Thirty  Seven  pounds  Six  Shillings 
Eight  penre  which  we  Do  By  I  hese  Presents  Acknowledge  we  iiave 
Recened  ol  the  above  s!'  Ezar  Green  For  the  Above  S;'  Negro  Man 
Servant  &  am  therewith  Fully  Satisfyed  &  contented,  and  we  the  above 
SH  Thomas,  lacob,  labez,  and  loseph  Burditt  and  Samuel  Sweetsar 
Have  in  our  Selves  good  Right  full  Power  &  lawfu!  Authority  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  s'!  Servant  as  above  Express'  we  do  hcrcbv  Covenant  and 
Promise  to  warrant  and  dck  nd  the  above  s*'  Ezra  (irrcn  In  the  Quiet 
And  Peasable  Possesion  of  the  above  S'.  Negro  Man,  to  iiis  own  Proper 
Use  &  Disposal  as  he  Shall  Think  fit  In  witness  whereof  we  have  Here- 

•*  Green  Family  Papers. 
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unto  Set  our  Harxfs  And  Senls  this  eighth  Day  of  I"cbniary  Anni  Dom; 
c»iic  1  huusand  Seven  Huiulred  6:  Sixty  two  in  the  Second  Year  of  the 
Kcign  or  our  Sovetein  Lord  G«oige  the  third  King ;  Sk, 
Signed  Sealed  &  Delivered 

in  Presents  of  TMOiiiis  Burditt  o 

James  Houey  Jacob  Burdit  0 

John  Nickols.  Sam*^"-  Sweetserer  0 

JaUEZ  IMJRDITT  O 

Joseph  BuRDnr.**  o 

lioston  June  y'  7""  i  762 
Rec  ^  of  Joseph  Bryant  of  Stoueham  Twenty  Six  I'uuiuls  thirteen 
Shillings  &  four  pence  in  part  of  pay  for  a  Negro  Man  for  pay  of  ^^'hom 
I  have    Biyants  Note  of  hand. 

Witness  my  band  Ezra  Gkeen.** 

The  town  records  contain  an  entry  relating  to  "a  Malatto 

child  "  who  was  *'  made  a  slave  "  to  Solomon  Townsend,  who 

afterwards  occupied  the  house  and  land  on  Ferry  Street  since 

known  as  the  Haskins  estate. 

Maldon  febniaiy  the  4*^  day  1761  be  it  known  that  whereas  the 
select  men  of  said  town  have  put  a  Malatto  child  to  me  The  subscilber 
ainwing  me  thirteen  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  for  my 
trouble  in  bringing  np  of  said  child  and  having  received  an  order  for 
said  money  J  the  subscriber  ilo  pronus  for  nic  and  my  heirs  to  cndcm- 
nity  and  clear  the  said  town  from  any  charge  that  may  arise  upon  die 
account  of  said  child  so  long  as  it  may  be  made  a  slave  to  me  or  my 
heirs  or  to  them  that  J  or  my  heirs  shaU  asign  said  child  to  Jn  witness 
wherof  J  have  hereunto  put  my  hand  the  day  and  date  above  said. 

Solomon  Townsend. 

There  were  forty-eight  negroes  in  Maiden  in  1764-65,  many 
of  whom  were  slaves;  and  thirteen  *' servants  for  life"  formed 
an  item  in  the  valuation  of  1767.*'  There  were  a  few  free  blacks 
whose  situation  was  not  superior  to  that  of  the  servants,  even  if 
it  were  not  more  pitiable,  for  they  were  suspected  and  despised. 

^  Grten  Family  I*aptrt.   The  sellers  was  Tom,  who  does  not  appear  in  the 

of  Jeffrey  were  sons  and  heirs  of  Lieu-  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Ear»  Green 

(•  1.11)1  Thomas  Burditt   ni  -  Ifk-r  of  the  in  176S. 

South  Church,  who  died  October  15,        «•  Co!nmhian   Ccntind,   August  17, 

1758,  aged  75.  whose  estate  had  not  l82«.   The  ncftroes  were  aboai  five  per 

1)Lcn  St  itkfl  .Tt  tlii<  time    S.imufl  Sweet-  cent  of  th--  pf>ptil;if i.nr,  \xV\c'S\  wns  then 

ser  married  Mary  Burditt,  July  S,  1736.  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  persons. 
M  Ibid.  Perhapa  thia  "Negro  Man** 
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They  were  usually  of  a  shiftless  or  roving  disposition  —  vaga- 
bonds and  wanderers;  while  their  enslaved  brothers  were,  at 
least,  housed,  clothed,  and  fed. 

It  is  probable  that  at  this  time  slavery  in  Massacliusetts  was 
at  its  height  and  that  it  soon  bet,'an  to  decline.**  Property  in 
slaves  became  precarious  when  tiie  sense  of  the  com m unity 
awoke  to  its  enormity;  and  instances  began  to  appear  in  which 
servants  asserted  their  freedom  and  invoked  the  protection  of 
the  law.  So  gradually  did  it  pass  away  that,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  its  final  extinction  cannot  be  marked.  In  1780  negroes 
were  openly  advertised  as  merchandise  in  the  Boston  papers. 
The  next  year  Nathaniel  Jennison  of  Barre,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  was  indicted  "  for  assaulting,  beating,  and  imprison- 
ing" his  slave,  Ouork  Walker.  At  his  trial,  before  the  Suj^reme 
Judicial  Court  in  1783,  he  was  found  guilty  and  fined  forty 
shillings.®  A  note,  which  had  been  given  for  the  price  of  a 
slave  in  1787,  was  sued,  when  "the  Court  ruled  that  the  maker 
had  received  no  consideration,  as  man  could  not  be  sold."** 
These  cases  denote  the  ebb  of  slavery.  It  mi^ht  linger  a  few 
years  longer  under  the  plea  of  indentures  of  ser\'ice  or  aj)pren- 
ticeship  and  be  no  less  the  slavery  that  it  had  been;  but  in  its 
latest  form  it  was  of  short  duration.  The  following  notice  is  a 
relic  of  its  later  days. 

Ran  away  from  the  Subsrt-iber,  on  the  '"'^f-  indented  nejjro 
Servant,  named  Ephkai.m  Pomp,  18  years  oid,  about  5  feet  3  inches 
high ;  walked.  lame ;  speaks  broken  by  reason  of  a  hair-Up  which  has 
been  cut  and  sewed  up ;  wore  or  carried  away  a  blue  cloth  coat,  a 
white  do.  waistcoat,  dark  colored  cloth  pantaloons,  and  a  straw  hat. 

^  That  the  imparlation  of  fresh  vie-  the  Small-Pox. — Treasurer's  Notes,  and 
thns  had  not  wboUy  ceased  a  few  yean  New-England  Ram  will  be  as  Pay.** 

earlier  is  shown  by  the  following  ftdver-  Bcst^n  GatetU,  July  17.  1758. 

tiscmtiu  :  —  «»  Mast.  Hist.  Coll.,  iv.  203.  The 

"Ji  sT  imported  from  Africa,  and  to  several  eases  in  which  Qnorlc  Walker 

be  Sold  on  b().ird  the  lUiji  f.  >i>u-y,  IVil-  \vi«  f^n-  real  partv  cnncernod  arc  treated 

liim  FJUry  Commander,  now  lying  at  by  Washburn,  l-'.xtiniti,ni  «f  S! r.  n  v  in 

Xnu  Boston,  \  Number  of  likely  KeGRO  Matsatkt4Sft(s,\n  .^f  r  s  Hiff.  O'll  ,x\\\\. 

Bovs  and  GiRt.s,  from  ir  to  ?i  '\'mr':  13.'5-n6    This  writer  declares  that  the 

of  .'\gc ;  Inquire  of  saiti  llitery  on  board  decisions  of  the  Court  in  these  c.-»4e« 

said  Brig,  where  constant  Attendance  gave  the  death4)low  to  slavery  in  this 

is  given.  state. 

Note,  The  above  Slaves  have  all  had  '»  Nell.  Colortd  Patriots,  59. 
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All  persons  are  forbid  trusting  or  harboring  said  Lad,  as  they  would 
avoid  the  penalty  of  the  law ;  and  any  person  that  will  take  up  and  re- 
turn said  Lad,  shall  receive  a  reward  of  One  Cent  for  their  trouble. 
Maiden,  Sept.  13,  [1804 J.  Bernard  Green.^' 

Several  individuals  who  had  been  slaves  were  living  in  Maiden 
within  the  last  sixty  years,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned 
Katie  Lynde  and  Simon  Knights.  The  latter  and  his  worthy 
and  industrious  wife  are  well  remembered  by  many.  He  was 
the  son  of  Old  Peter,  who  has  been  noticed  as  the  slave  of 
Darius  Green  and  as  a  member  of  the  South  Church.  He  was 
baptized  by  the  Rev.  Eliakim  Willis,  October  28,  1770,  and  was 
brought  up  by  Bernard  Green,  with  whom  he  lived  some  years 
after  the  extinction  of  slavery.  Afterwards  he  earned  his  living 
as  a  laborer  at  whatever  offered.  He  had  the  unstable  and  im- 
provident ways  of  his  race  and  it  is  said  that  his  energetic  wife 
would  sometimes  rebel  at  his  thriftless  proceedings  and  clear 
the  house,  either  of  him  or  herselC  These  separations  were 
never  of  excessive  length,  as  both  were  inclined  to  forgive  and 
forget,  and  a  few  words  from  a  neighbor  would  usually  settle  the 
matter.  This  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  and  sometimes 
several  would  join  in  the  work  of  reconciliation,  which  was 
popularly  called  marrying  Simon  Knights."  They  lived  in  a 
small  black  house  of  one  story  and  two  rooms,  which  after 
serving  the  children  of  Scadan  as  a  school  house  for  thirty 
years,  was  removed  to  Haskins's  Lane,  where  it  stood  a  little 
east  of  the  site  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  made  a  comfortable, 
though  humble,  home  for  the  worthy  couple* 

Lydia  Knights  was  younger  than  her  husband  by  a  number 
of  years ;  and  while  he  was  an  unmixed  African,  there  was  white 

•  I  C<>!rini!>Mn  Ceuttwi,  September  15,  He  was  to  receive  at  the  expiration  of 

T804.   I':phraiin  Pomp,       poor  negro  hb  time  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  in 

lx>y  uii<k'r  our  care."  "  Ihikh  I  t  >  tn  in nu!  two  suits  of  apparel  —  one 
Bernard  Green  by  the  selectmen  of  being  "s>uitable  for  the  Lords  Day." 
Charlestown.  January  tf>,  180*.  He  was  Green  Famity  Pafers.  He  was  a  grace- 
to  serve  until  January  21,  1S07,  when  he  less  dog  to  run  n  v  iv  from  ;r,  nntiv  l-cnc- 
wouid  arrive  at  the  ai;e  of  tMtnty  onu.  fits  and  so  great  a  icvaiii,  uiucss  there 
His  lUMter  was  to  teach  him  the  calling  was  an  inside  view  of  the  system  under 
of  n  husbandman,  hc^idfs  giving;  him  lie  serve  !  whichwasnot  Indicated 
the  rudiments  uf  an  education  and  kec|>-  in  the  mdcnlure. 
ing  him  wdt-fed,  sbeltetcd,  and  clothed. 
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blood  in  her  veins.  As  has  been  intimated,  she  was  industrious 
and  energetic  to  an  unusual  dej^rce,  and  her  characti  r  entitled 
her  to  the  respect  of  all.  She  was  tlic  "  Miss  Knights  "  of  tiie 
town,  while  her  husband  was  simply  "Simon";  and  neither 
wedding  nor  funeral  was  conijilcte  had  she  not  borne  a  part  in 
its  preparation.  She  was  the  adjunct  of  the  minister  at  the 
former,  nor  was  the  sextua  more  indispensable  at  the  latter. 
Her  presence  at  either  insured  skilful  preparation  and  good 
service  after  the  simple  manner  of  the  times.  She  was  an  auto- 
crat in  her  dejiartnient  on  such  occasions,  and  it  uas  said  that 
parties  hael  been  postponed  at  her  behest.  Indeed,  it  was  face- 
tiously asserted  that  no  one  dared  to  die  in  Maiden  until  it 
suited  the  convenience  of"  Miss"  Knights.  She  left  Maiden  to 
\  isit  a  son  or  a  dauL^htcr,  by  her  first  marrias^e,  in  Tennessee, 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  Simon,  who  said  she  would  ne\er 
return.  It  is  sasu  ihat  slie  died  there  ver\'  suddenly;  but  there 
were  those  who  feared  that  she  had  been  abducted  and  thrown 
into  slavery.  The  latter,  although  not  probable,  was  not  impos- 
sible, as  she  was  active  and  her  skill  as  a  cook  would  have  made 
her  a  desirable  servant. 

After  the  departure  of  his  wife,  Simon,  being  infirm  and  be- 
yond the  performance  of  any  considerable  labor,  became  an  tn^ 
mate  of  the  almshouse^  where  he  lived  several  years.  He  was 
an  early  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  having  been  baptized  in 
1804-1806;  and  although  he  was  once  set  aside  and  at  other 
times  became  the  subject  of  visitations  and  discipline  for  neglect 
of  duty,  he  was  on  the  whole  a  consistent  and  sincere  Christian. 
He  died  in  July,  1847;  and  his  funeral  service,  which  was  held' 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  was  attended  by  the  townspeople  as  that 
of  a  neighbor  and  friend." 

^  Simon  Knights  was  not  th«  only  em.  who  defended  him  when  it  was 

person  born  in  slavery  who  has  been  a  soa|;ht  to  take  htm  back  to  Medfotd. 

mfniber  of  ihc  First  Hajjt^t  Chtirrh.  Wit  irm.iitiLr!  ;n  ^^alden  several  years, 

I'ctcr  Nassau,  or  N'assus,  was  baptized,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  service  of 

April  8,  1S03.    He  was  Iwm  a  slave  in  John  Coffin  Jones  of  Boston  and  others 

Martinique  and  was  hroiif;h;  to  .M.  .!f..n!  as  coachman.    When  an  oi  l  www.  he 

by  his  mister,  Joseph  Dom  rr,  a  J  tench  went  to  Woodstock,  Vermont,  and  1)C- 

merchant.    Having  sunu-  il  tiicultY  with  cann-  in  time  a  town  panper. 
hia  master,  he  fled  to  Maiden  and  was        Tetcr  Nassau  was  popularly  suppf^iefl 

sheltered  by  CharUs  Hill  of  Hill's  Tav-  to  be  an  cxticmcly  old  man.   A  portrait 
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Although  tlic  subject  be  lowly  and  the  names  humble,  the 
record  of  these  servitors  may  not  be  wholly  useless,  even  though 
it  may  serve  only  to  give  another  proof  of  the  reality  of  slavery. 
The  names  in  the  following  lists  arc  in  additiua  to  tiiosc  already 
mentioned.^ 

MARRIAGES. 

yanus  and  Margretl,  negroes.    Nov.  20,  1727. 
labia,  negro  of  Maiden,  and  Ziporalt,  negro  of  Lynn.  Dec. 
18,  1729. 

Sambo  of  Stoneham  and  Mcrcar  of  Maiden.  By  Rev.  James 
Osgood.   Jan.  1 1,  i73Ji. 

yohn,  a  negro  belonging  to  Joseph  Lynde  of  Maiden,  and 
Vilot,  a  negro  belonging  to  Thomas  Hills  of  Maiden.    Jan.  26, 

i7-»^5o- 

Cesar,  a  negro  belonging  to  Benjamin  Thwingf  of  Boston  and 
Pliylfis,  a  negro  belonging  to  Joseph  Wilson  of  Maiden.  By 
Rev.  Josejih  luiicrson.    Dec.  6,  1 75 1. 

Pttcr  /\rlnis,  a  negro  of  L)-nn,  and  Jeniuy,  a  negro  of 
Maiden.    By  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson.    Nov.  19,  1755. 

Bramcr}^  a  negro  belonging  to  Benjamin  Biicknam  of  Mai- 
den, and  Dinah,  a  mulatto  belonging  to  Mr.  Tolcr  of  Stoneham. 
By  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson.    Jan.  24,  1760. 

of  hinti  which  is  said  to  have  been  a  he  felt  about  two  hundred  years  old.  He 
good  one,  was  given  in  Balhu't  Pitttrial  died  soon  after  his  return  to  Vermont. 
Jh-inoin^Room  Comf^anion,  December  He  retained  a  lively  interest  in  the 
13.  1856,  with  an  article  in  which  he  was  sons  and  d  lu^^hter.s  of  his  old  protector, 
called  the  oldest  man  in  America  and  Charles  iitil;  and  in  their  honor  two  of 
said  to  have  "  reached  the  extraordinary  his  daughters  are  said  to  have  been 
age  of  one  huiuln.  ]  and  twenty  six  named  Sally  John  Sprague  N.i--i,i  ami 
years."  Hi»  age,  however,  was  exag-  Mary  James  Crane  NasMU,  coupling  the 
gerated.  I  was  Informed  by  the  late  names  of  husliand  and  wife  in  each 
Benjamin  Goodwin  Hill,  a  son  of  the  instan<e 

landlord,  Charles  Hill,  that  he  was  Not  all  the  names  in  this  list  ate 

merely  a  large  boy  when  he  fled  to  those  of  slaves.  Some  are  undoubtedly 

M:il<1i:n.  which    was  apparrnt1\'  .ihont  those  i.f   frre  ncprocQ  nr    persons  of 

the  year  1790.    He  wa-s  a<.cusiomcd  to  nugio  and  IiKii.in  blood  ;  but  it  i;>  not 

make  lengthy  visits  to  his  Maiden  friends  poshible  to  separate  them. 

—  .It  first  with  considerable  regnl.it'.tv  Hrahmn.    iW.unmer  or  Gr.iniintr, 

but  less  frefjuenlly  as  his  years  incrca^tii.  "aXegromaii  SIa\  (  to  Henj '  Hucknam," 

His  last  visit  was  in  March,  1S57.  at  was  accused  of  stealing  "a  Cow  C  alf 

which  time  he  wa.s   probably  about  Spotted  red  and  white  and  with  a  white 

eighty  Ave  years  of  age.    lie  disclaimed  face"  from  the  close  of  iisra  Green  in 

any  knowledge  of  his  real  age  and  said  May,  lydj.   Gntu  FamUy  Paptrt, 
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Dover,  .1  servant  to  Mr.  Stoddard  of  Boston,  and  Viioi,  a 
servant  to  Mr.  ICbcnezer  Pratt  of  Maiden.  By  Rev.  Eiiakim 
Willis.    Oct.  7,  1764. 

Princf.  servant  to  Thomas  Hills,  and  Tarmar,  servant  to 
Ezra  Green,  I'^sq.,  of  this  town.  By  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson. 
Nov.  9,  1 764. 

Cato,  a  servant  to  Nathan  Lynde,  and  Mareri,  servant  to 
Capt.  Dexter.    By  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson.    April  5,  1765. 

Jupiter,  servant  to  Jonathan  Waile  of  Lynn,  and  Vilot,  ser- 
vant to  Thomas  Hills  of  Maiden.  By  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson. 
Dec.  26,  1765. 

Bristol,  servant  to  Zachariah  Pool  of  Mcdford,  and  Violet, 
servant  to  Mr.  I>bcnc7,er  Pratt  of  Maiden.  By  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher.    Feb.  7,  1771. 

U'i>rsUr,  negro  servant  of  Ruv.  Mr.  Turell  of  Medford,  and 
Phyllis,  ncf^ro  servant  of  Rc\.  Mr.  Willis  of  Maiden.  By  Rev. 
Eliakiin  W  lili^.    Nov.  25,  1771. 

Samuel,  serwuU  of  Joseph  L)'nde,  and  P/iyllis,  servant  of 
N.ithan  L\  ndc,  both  of  Maiden.  By  Rev.  Peter  Thacher. 
April  1 6.  1 772. 

Prince,  servant  of  Thomas  Hills  of  Maiden,  and  Hannah, 
servant  of  Francis  Brown  of  Mcdford.  By  Rev.  Peter  Thacher. 
Oct.  7,  1773. 

Sampson  Bassett  and  Bilhah  Emerson  of  Maldon,  negroes. 
By  Rev.  John  Treadwell  [of  Lynn].    Aug.  8,  1776. 

Pompcy  Magos  of  Maiden  and  Zipporah  Barjina^  of  Stone- 
hara.   By  Rev.  Peter  Thacher.   May  26,  1778. 

INTENTIONa  OF  MARRIAGE. 

Fortune,  servant  to  Nathan  Sargcant  of  Maiden,  and  VioUt, 
servant  to  William  Oliver  of  Chelsea.    Oct.  3,  1770. 

^*  These  wer«  free  persons  of  mixed  who  wu  well  known  here  »ixty  years  ago. 

ne<;ro  and  Indian  blood,  if  the  woman  Aaa  "tralk-abont "  shedWided  the  hon. 

was  nut  p!irrl\  of  :lit  ;.i;!cr  r.iv  r,    'l"Iicy  ors  wltl'.  I  >i:1>  S:irr*  .-md  IT. imuli  Shiner, 

were  pArcuts  of  Sal  Magos  another  peri-  Toinpfy  Magos  was  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 

patetic  fortane4«Uer  and  vendor  of  herbs  olntion  and  i»  mentioned  elsewhere. 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

Seasorr^  son  of  Roger  and  Margaret^  negroes,  born'®  Aug. 
27.  1730- 

Cesar,  a  negro  boy,  son  to  Pes^,  died  Sept.  30,  1741. 

Sippt  o,  servant  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Green  of  Stoiieham,  "  Came 
to  his  Death  by  Accident  By  Slipping  of  a  Raft  of  Seag  &  was 
Drowned  [in  Maiden  River],"'"    Sept  22,  1762. 

DinaJtt  negro,  servant  to  John  and  Mary  Shute,  died  July  22, 
1768. 

Titus,  a  negro  man,  servant  to  Capt  John  Dexter,  died  July 
3.  1782. 

Flora,  a  negro  woman,  servant  to  Lydia  Holmes,  died  July  17, 
1782. 

Samson,  a  negro  man  belonging  to  Benjamin  Bucknam,  died, 

Jan.  5,  1786. 

Cato,  a  negro,  aged  70,  died  of  dropsy,  Oct.  23,  1797. 
y^/i  /  ,  a  negro  who  lived  at  Mr.  Thomas  Hills',  aged  14,  died, 
May  25,  1800. 

SOLDIERS. 

Titus^  negro,  served  with  his  master,  Jacob  Lynde,  in  the 
army  in  1760. 

Samuel  Harden^  in  service,  1777,  and  said  to  have  deserted. 
Prince  HUtSt  in  service,  1775. 
Aofvn  Oliver^  in  service,  1775. 
Pomp  Magos^  in  service,  1779. 

^'  This  13  the  only  birth  of  a  negro  They  have  b«en  publickly  advertised  in 
chil'J  which  can  be  found  recorded  in  the  newsi-papers  •  to  be  given  away.*  *' 
Maiden  prior  to  1S40.  Married  --kivi-.  Mass.  J/ist.  Coll.,\\.  200.  Thc"Seasorr" 
and  their  young  children  were  not  looked  who  is  mentioned  in  this  entry  was 
opon  with  favor.  Hr.  Be1kn.ip  wrote  probably  the  "Cesar**  of  the  next, 
that  "  Negro  cbiMren  were  reckoned  an  •  )riginal  inquest,  signed  bv  J^'na 

incumbrance  in  a  family ;  and  when  than  I'orter,  coroner,  in  Oreen  Family 
'weaned  were  ^ven  away  like  puppies.  P»ptrs. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

THE  roads  existing  on  Mystic  Side  and  in  Maiden  during 
the  colonial  period  have  been  described ;  and  the  record 
relating  to  the  ways  laid  out  in  the  commons  has  been  given  in 

full. 

On  Mystic  Side,  the  way  from  Penny  Ferry  to  Maiden ;  the 
Winnisimmet  Road  running  from  Maiden  by  the  Bucknam  land, 
Nichols's  Hill,  and  Powder  Horn;  the  highway  from  the  house 
of  James  Barrett  along  by  the  head  of  the  five-acre  lots  into  the 
Winnisimmet  Road ;  and  perhaps  a  way  leading  into  Maiden 
bounds  over  Sargeant's  Hill  to  the  point  of  rocks  [JMack  Ann's 
Corner]  in  the  Salem  Road,  were  the  principal  ways,  as  they 
are  to-day. 

Although  the  way  from  Mystic  River  to  Maiden  had  existed 
since  the  settlement  of  Mystic  Fields,  it  seems  to  have  been 
vaguely  defined  and  parti  illy  unsettled.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
selectmen  of  Charlcstown  it  was  ordered, 

[May  s,  X670.]  Thomas  Lynde,  Will  Dade  and  Richard  Kittle 
Are  to  laie  out  A  highway  from  the  Gate  Standing  in  the  countrie  high- 
way from  the  peny  ferrie  and  vp  along  that  way  so  fair  as  Stephen  paines 
land  runs  in  that  way  towards  maulden.^ 

This  committee  reported  during  the  next  month,  when  it 
appeared  that  they  had  required  Stephen  Paine  to  make  "that 
wet  place  on  this  side  his  house  to  be  a  sufficient  high  way  for 
horse  &  cart."*  This  was  apparently  merely  a  survey  or  con- 
firmation of  the  way  already  existing  through  the  Carrington 
land,  which  Stej)hen  Paine  appears  to  have  occupied  in  the 
lifetime  of  his  father-in-law,  Edward  Carrington.   The  "wet 

>  Charhilown  Records ,  iii.  in  loco.  •  Ibid. 
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place  "  may  be  rcaJil)'  identified  in  the  low  ground  forniei  ly 
known  as  "  the  swamp,"  lying  south  of  the  Carrington  hoiisc.^ 
The  portion  of  the  road  nearer  Mystic  River  ran  through  the 
land  of  the  innholder,  Richard  Stowers,  whose  house  of  enter- 
tainment stood  near  by.    He  requested  "  [February  4,  i67Ji,] 
allowance  for  a  highway  y'  has  bin  frequently  thorow  his  land 
to  penny  ferry ;  "  and  a  lot  of  two  and  a  half  acres  was  granted 
him  "  on      North  side  of  North  Spring  at  Mistick  Side  .  .  . 
with  a  highway  thorow  it."  *   Three  years  later,  March  19, 168^1, 
a  highway  was  laid  out  and  settled  "  at  Misticke  aide  from 
Meadows  belonging  to  y*'  north  River  dirough  Ric.  Stower*  his 
grovnd  and  so  downe  to  y*  watter  side,"  and  also  a  way  from 
Thomas  Rand's  marsh  "  downe  upon  aline  to  a  whitte  thorne  bush 
&  so  downe  to  y*  watter  side  right  over  against  y*  whitte  Hand/'  * 
These  ways,  which  were  practically  one,  were  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  owners  of  the  marsh  lots.   Indications  of  the  old 
way  upon  the  shore  opposite  White  Island  were  apparent  twenty 
years  ago,  and  some  traces  may  perhaps  still  be  found  in  other 
portions  of  its  course.   The  thorn  bush  has  disappeared;  but 
the  name  of  Thomas  Rand  is  preserved  in  Rand's  Creek,  which 
runs  through  the  marshes  from  Everett  to  North  River  and 
formed  the  northerly  boundary  of  his  land.   In  the  record  of 
this  way,  the  former  settlement  of  the  country  road  through 
the  land  of  Richard  Stowers  is  mentioned  and  it  is  added: 
"  he  owned  to  vs  yt  he  hath  had  satisfaction  for  it.*' 

The  way  to  Wormwood  Point,  although  it  has  lost  its  former 
imporUnce,  is  one  of  the  oldest  on  Mystic  Side.  It  gave  access 
to  the  common  landing  place  at  the  point,  which  was  freely 
used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterly  bank  of  the  Mystic 
many  years,  and  was  called  ''an  antient  high  way"  in  1681, 
when  the  following  report  was  made:  — 

The  Return  of  an  order  that  was  Jshucd  out  aug^I  y*:  1*'  1681  for  the 
laying  out  of  an  antient  high  way  of  maiden  Side  leading  to  peney  ferry 
and  from  thence  down  to  wormores  point  the  committee  chosen  ware 

»  Henderson  Street,  in  Everett,  east        *  CharUstoum  RecordStHiL  in  iaco. 
of  Main  Street,  is  laid  out  through  the       '  Ibid.,  iv.  in  loco. 
centre  of  the  <dd  swamp. 
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l-<iw';  ('arringujn  Will  '':  dau.ly  Richard  Stowers :  which  made  this 
lljcrc  rct'jfu  fcb';  y,  \y  1O81  tnc  Jngii  way  tiial  was  appointeil  10  be 
laid  out  Uim  iJengaiDiD  Sweettcis  gate  tbat  Maodt  upon  the  high  way 
that  goeth  to  peitney  feny  &  m>  along  upon  the  gronod  that  was  for- 
tnvrly  U  illiam  l>.iij(l><-s  \'  ;^'>elh  upon  ihe  fcnn  groun'I  t'>  the  upper 
^J'1<:  of  a  f^T'rat  Rock  &  so  goeth  btrcight  a  little  above  bcngainin  Sweet- 
s' rs  hous  ari'l  so  goeth  ^treight  till  we  come  down  against  Sarg':  l-aw- 
rati'.CY  J>o»-cci>  Meadow  then  goelb  along  hy  said  Dowces  meadow  with 
an  eUiour  u[Mn  fcrm  hnd  in  the  old  way  till  we  come  to  Bamibtu 
UaviMS  gnmnd  and  on  the  upper  itde  of  a  Coupple  of  trees  at  one 
<  oriK.r  of  s  lid  Dowces  nneadow  and  so  goeth  through  the  lower  side  of 
l*ariiihiis  rl  ivis'-s  ground  on  the  upland  to  the  water  side  and  this  fore- 
'lid  hi'ih  way  is  to  l>c  one  pole  wide  till  we  romp  to  Ilirnih  j^  I  tavisrs 
grounrl  and  through  iJarnibus  Davises  ground  to  be  two  [*uie  till  we 
come  to  Cap"  'ilionias  Brailles  meadow  and  then  four  poles  wide  till 
we  come  through  his  meadow  to  the  water  side: 
At«  St  the  mark  WD  of:  Daudv 

Jn":  ^mvA.  Retard'*  Kicharo  Stoweks 

Ei>wARi»  Carrinoton 

A  true  Copy  Book  4"*  page  23  Exam'':  p*: 

Naihanikl  Dows  tinvn  Clerk 

liic  above  said  is  a  tnie  Copy  of  what  wa*?  taken  out  of  Charlestown 
Book  of  records  and  recorded  here  by  order  of  the  select  men  of 
Maiden  in  the  year  1738 

Atest  John  Shute  town  Oerk  * 

The  CDiiditi' >n  of  the  Myslic  Side  way??  in  I714may  be  undcr- 
sto'ul  hy  tiic  following  extract  from  a  report  made  in  that  year 
by  a  c  uinmittcc  chosen  by  Charlestown  "  to  prevent  incroach- 
mcnls." 

Misiu  K  ScDK.  —  Tlic  W.iy  at  mistick  side  as  followeth  : 

there  is  a  Small  peice  of  lanil  belonging  to  the  town  left  for  a  pound 

or  any  other  use  :  lyiiig  between  m'  James  Barrets  Land  &  m'  Tuffs  land 

formerly  Stowercit. 

•  Thl*  extract  from  the  C^arltf((>;vn  filmed  is  represented,  so  far  as  h  is  now 

A'.vfi  Js  w;is  ;i|)p.irvn(ly  enlei(.*d  in  the  a  public  way,  h\  thr  ]irc>i.  nt  Meach.Tm 

.\f.il,ifn  Niontis  in  consideration  of  the  Street  in  Kvu:i4, u.    1  licrt  formerly 

(  vidfiii.):  which  it  afforded  rcs|)ccting  a  large  rock  on  its  westerly  side,  which 

the  public  rights  which  were  thought  to  was  i)robably  the  "great  kock  "  of  the 

l«f  threatened  in  th«  controversy  with  report.    It  \s  now  unrler  the  sidewalk, 

Jt>'<t  |>h  Wiinon  in  relation  to  his  gates,  the  road  having  Ix  .  n  widened  about 

tu  which  reference  \%  made  in  another  twenty«five  feet  since  1817. 
place.  The  way  then  laid  out  or  con* 
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The  high  way  or  contry  ro:^d  leading  down  from  Maiden  to  peney 
ferery  is  wholly  inclosed  6:  mtproved  by  m'  Stowers  Sprogue  &  AcckooU 
edged  by  him  &  he  paid  one  shilling : 

There  is  a  highway  of  one  pole  wide  bordering  on  the  head  of  the 
lotts  within  Stowers  Spragues  land  from  the  contry  rood  or  high  way 
by  a  ditch  between  the  lotts  formerly  Tho\  Rand  &  s''.  Spraages  land 
North  west  war<l  &  so  along  till  it  comes  to  Pliinneas  Uphams  land : 
and  the  said  high  way  runs  Irom  the  ^.aid  I'hotnas  Kinds  marsh  down 
till  it  comes  over  against  the  White  Island  :  tiic  s'  high  way  was  for  the 
Accommodation  of  the  marsh  lotts  on  the  North  &  North  westerly  Side 
of  the  said  Stowers  Spragues  Upland*  And  is  all  inclosed  &  improved 
by  said  Stowers  Sprague  : 

Att  the  lower  end  of  the  said  high-way  by  the  river  there  being 
formerly  an  old  thorn  bush,  &  that  being  demollished  &  gone,  wee  have 
driven  down  a  stake  on  each  side  the  high  way  near  where  the  said 
thorn  bush  stood  :  over  Against  the  W  hite  Island  : 

There  is  a  highway  belonging  to  the  town  of  one  pole  wide  leading 
out  of  the  contry  roail  by  Samuel  Switsers  through  the  said  Switsers 
land,  &  so  through  m'  Benj"  Swittsers  land  by  his  house  to  wormwood 
point ;  tlie  said  high-way  is  one  pole  wide  till  it  comes  to  the  head  of 
the  marsh  formerly  Dowses  tSr  then  turns  on  the  said  Benj'  Swittsers 
Upland  :  att  tlie  head  of  the  marsh  till  it  comes  to  the  gate  between 
m'  Swittsers  land  &  m'  Odleins  land  formerly  mitchells,  now  in  the 
possession  of  James  Nicholls :  &  then  the  said  high  way  is  two  poles 
wide  down  to  wormwoods  point  untiU  it  comes  to  the  Southerly  comer 
of  Brattells  marsh  &  there  measures  two  poles. 

from  the  Old  Stump  against  the  barn  &  then  the  way  &  towns  land 
is  four  poles  wide  for  a  landing  place  by  the  Wattcr  side  round  the 
point  till  it  comes  to  the  cove  or  harbour  against  the  door  of  the  now 
dwelling  house : 

There  is  incroached  and  inclosed  7  or  8  foot  of  the  towns  land  by 
James  Nicholls  within  \a&  garden  fence  att  wormwoods  point.' 

After  the  annexation  of  Mystic  Side  to  Maiden,  some  contro* 
versy  existed  in  relation  to  gates  across  the  way  to  Wormwood 
Point ;  but  the  way,  itself,  seems  to  have  been  neglected.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  March  5, 

Jt  was  put  to  vol  whether  the  town  would  do  any  thing  respecting  the 
way  to  wormoies  point  as  well  the  accommodatkMi  of  mr  Joseph 
Witlson  as  the  persons  that  have  occasion  to  pas  over  his  land  to  the 
salt  marsh  and  water  side  and  it  past  in  the  negetive. 

'  CkarUsttnm  Arckivt$t 
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At  the  same  meeting,'  liberty  was  givfcn  to  Thomas  I\icli  ir(i 
sou  "  to  build  a  wharf  upon  W'oi  niores  point  down  from  hij^ii 
water  mark  to  half  tide  sixteen  foot  wide  upon  the  high  way 
where  it  is  four  poles  wide  for  tlic  bcnefitt  of  the  town  or  any 
perticul.ir  person  thereof."  This  landing  place  continued,  ;us  it 
had  been  from  the  earliest  settlement,  to  be  much  used  by  the 
general  public.  Men  like  Ebenezer  Pratt  of  Moulton's  Island, 
and  others,  who  made  boatinc^  a  means  of  livelihood,  lived  in 
the  vicinity;  and  their  boats  were  used  to  transport  produce, 
timber,  wood,  and  supplies  to  and  from  tliis  and  the  neighbor- 
ing landing  at  Moulton's  Island.  l^Jth  huulings  continuetl  to 
be  used  until  the  building  of  Maiden  Hridi^e,  and  even  after, 
when  the  wharves  gradually  disappeared.  A  boat,  that  tradition 
says  was  from  the  landing  at  Wormwood  Point,  met  with  a  mis- 
hap which  is  thus  recorded  in  the  Maiden  record  oi  births:  — 

John  Rudqe,  James  Snrgennt  nnd  Nathan  liurdilt  on  the  5  d  iy  of 
May  1759  by  ilic  overbcling  ot  a  small  boat  in  a  high  gaii  of  wuui  were 
drowned  between  boston  and  winesimmit  Providence  ordered  it  so  that 
an  aged  woman  mother  to  the  said  burditt  who  was  over  with  him  was 
saved  alive  by  taking  hold  of  an  oar  and  a  bag  of  bred. 

In  1768  the  road  to  Wormwood  Point  was  again  called  in 
question;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  that  year,  the  selectmen 
were  authorized  to  join  with  John  Beacham,  who  had  pur- 
chased a  large  portion  of  the  Sweetser  land,  **  in  settelling  And 
in  haveing  a  town  road  confirmed  to  the  town  that  leads  from 
the  said  Beachams  house  to  wormores  point  so  called/'  Two 
years  later  [March  5, 1770]  it  was  "  Voted^  to  accept  y«  Report 
of  y*  Committee  chosen  to  lay  out  the  Way  to  Worm>wood's 
Point;"  but  the  report  was  not  recorded.  It  apparently  did 
not  settle  the  question;  for  at  a  meeting,  November  3,  1800,  it 
was  "  Voted  to  hear  the  Report  of  a  Committee  which  is  that 
Lewis  Acknowledges  their  is  a  Town  Roade  from  the 
County  roade  to  Beachams  point  so  CalH  but  Beacham  does 
not."  The  matter  was  delayed  until  November  il,  1801,  when 
"the  Selectmen  with  the  Townt  Committe  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  out  the  Old  Roade  leading  to  Beachams  point  so 
CaI4,  after  obtaining  a  Coppy  of  the  Record  of  ^,  Roade :  pro- 
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ceeded  &  staked  out  s*-'  Roade  agreable  to  the  Record." 
The  record  used  was  the  Charlostown  report  of  I7I4»  a  copy  of 
which  forms  a  part  of  the  committee's  return* 

The  earliest  entries  in  the  town  records  in  relation  to  high- 
ways, after  the  division  of  the  commons,  are  as  follows :  — 

[March  13,  1698^]  Voted  That  y*  Select-men  are  Chose  a  Com- 
mitie  to  set  y"  bound  bctAceii  ^  peece  of  land  that  Capt  Wilsons  shop 
and  Coai-hous  stands  oa :  aud  highway  And  to  signe  and  Acknowleg 
a  deed  of  it. 

[August  24.  1699]  The  Sdect^men  are  jropoured  to  set  y*  bounds 
of  y*  high  iray  by  y*  day^pits  neer  Lewtsts  bridg :  and  punish  transgres- 
sois  y*  shall  intrench  on  y*  high  ways  jn  diging  of  clay :  by  laying  a  fine 


m  I 


on  y 

[May  16,  1701.]  voted  john  Sargeant  Sen'  John  Greenland,  Jona- 
than Sprague  juseph  Lamson  and  nathaniell  upham  are  a  conuuiUc  to 
bound  y^  country  Rhoads  jn  this  town  and  also  to  see  whare  jt  may  be 
most  conuenant  to  Stop :  or  stake  town  highwaise :  and  make  Report 
therof  to  y*  next  town  meting : 

The  committee  mentioned  in  the  last  entry  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  the  town  approved :  — 

[September  3,  1701,]  We  find  Recorded  jn  y*  first  Town  book  a 
highway  laid  out  from  The  Cuntry  Rhoad  between  M'  Hits  &  M'  Bun- 
kars  Cannes  to  thomas  calles  hous  4  pols  broad  from  thomas  calls  to 
john  wilkensons  &  by  Thomas  Moltcm^  Richard  prats  &  peetar  Tuflts 
to  Charlestown  Line  towards  y*"  South  Spring.' 


•  Joseph  Wilson'*  home  and  land 
havt^  .ilrcadv  been  mentioned  a«  being 


From  it  were  made  the  bricks  which 
form  the  wails  of  the  First  P«hsh 


at  the  conier  of  the  Salem  and  Rea^ng  Church.  Clay-pit*  were  also  opened 


Roads.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and  his 
nbop  was  one  of  the  public  places  of  the 
town.  Whether  it  was  on  the  former  or 

latter  road  df>es  not  appear;  but  it  mny 
have  been  on  the  westerly  side  of  Main 
Street,  as  tradition  says  the  robtnsh  of 
a  forgo  was  fmind  there  while  excavating 
many  years  ago. 

Of  the  day-pita  near  the  brld|;e,  some 
were  at  the  C  M ner  of  the  prt  st  nt  ^Tain 
and  Madison  Streets  and  others  were  in 
the  land  on  which  the  Pimt  Parish  meet- 
\xvx  Ik  iimc  w.is  aftcrwnriK  VniU  Ikicks 
were  niade  near  by  for  many  years  after ; 
and  (he  Frog  Fond,  well  remembered  liy 
Maiden  b<n'S  of  the  writer'";  r^^f rnrfnri. 
was  a  relic  of  the  clay-digging  days. 


near  Siuite'>  Nfiadow,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  present  liulyoke  and  W'yeth 
Streets;  on  Hutchinson's  Lane  (Cross 

Stict  !)  iicir  ilnj  Skiunor  Ikuisc  ;  anri  on 
llarvcll's  Brook  Lane  (Cros^  Street), 
soath  of  the  present  Willow  Avenue. 
Fn  tin;  soiitlicrn  i>:ut  of  Mystic  Side, 
from  the  marshes  ot  the  North  Kuer  to 
Rumney  Marsh,  an  extendve  deposit  of 
clav  earlv  aftrncted  an  industry  wliicli 
still  remains;  and  the  kiln*  which  to-day 
are  bamlng  on  tfw  line  of  the  Eastern 
K  iiUoid  in  Everett  are  the  succes.'^ors 
of  tlm^e  which  were  lighted  more  tlian 
two  centiirir-  :ii»o. 

Tmis  was  llarvtirs  IJrook  Lane,  oi 
that  part  of  the  present  Cros^  Street 
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Also  a  way  from  'I  homns  ('als  hous  to  y'  nu  tiii;^^  Iiim>,  j  jjhIU  broad, 
furthar  this  commitie  lioe  think :  whare  Y  '^'■•"•'r  t-onimitee  laid  out 
The  abou    wais  js  most  conuenant  for  y*  east  end  of  town. 
And  also  y*  Row  of  y*  naighbour-hood  do  pas  from  pembartons  bruok 
to  y'  meting  hous  other  waies  y*  Inhabitants  on  both  these  parts  of  y* 
town  haue  no  nlowed  way  to  y'  meting  hotts. 

Also  we  doe  jug  jt  nesesary  y'  thcr  W  a  way  laid  out  for  y*  east  & 
south  cnil  ot  y'  town  to  pas  to  y*  Imring  place. 

At  the  meeting  at  whic!i  t'  is  report  was  presented,  the  Read- 
ing Road  was  considered  \  and  it  was 

uoted  y*  Henery  Green  Joseph  Unde,  Phines  upham  Thomas  okes 

And  john  Greenland  are  apointed  a  commitie  to  bound  out  y  highway 
of  2  pols  !  rv  !  from  Capt  william  (ireens  to  y*  meting  hous  whare  y* 
fominr  romnutu'  yt  was  chose  between  maiden  tSr  chirlestown  laid  it 
and  to  Giue  notic  y'  y*  incumbrances  now  upon  ii  be  rcmoucd  by  the 
first  of  nouember  next  jnsuing  this  date. 

The  selectmen,  in  answer  to  the  request  of  Thomas  liurditt 
of  Maiden  and  John  Marble  of  Mystic  Side, 

Layd  out  a  highway  on  y*  lo  of  Jtme  1703  between  y*^  s''  thomas 
hurdit  and  John  Marl)ls  hind  fr<jni  Joseph  Sargcants  land  :  of  one  jtool 
broad  lo  y"  northeast  cornar  of  John  Rigways  land  :  alsu  y  same  way 
js  laid  a  pool  wide  along  by  y'  head  of  the  Rigw  ays  land  jnto  f  Great 
Rhoad. 

This  way  was  laid  out  for  the  tise  of  the  persons  whose  lands 
are  mentioned;  and  for  some  consideration  coimected  there« 
with  Joseph  Sargcant  paid  John  Marble  eight  shillings  in 
money.    This  was  upon  die  easterly  side  of  the  present  Ferry 


which  runs  from  Salem  Street  to  Ferry 
Stfeet  The  farm  of  Joseph  Hills,  as 

hi*;  been  statpd,  compreliriidfd  Ino^t  nf 
llic  liiiul  bet wi.-i-Ti  S.ileni,  I-'fjirv,  and 
Cross  Streets,  Moi  ill  of  narvcll's  llfok, 
OS  well  as  other  lands  north  of  Salem 
Street  and  south  of  tht-  biuuk. 

Bunker's  farm  was  a  parcel  of  upland 
and  swamp  lying  south  of  Salem  Street 
and  east  of  Cross  5>treet.  It  was  that 
s,-venty  a* n-s  of  \v( "ullant!,  "scituate  in 
muttkke  fielde/'  which  was  owned  by 


in  t66i,  he  deeded  to  hb  son  John  two 
hundred  acre*  in  Maiden,  bounded  w. 

by  T  'scph  Hills  and  olhers;  s.  by  the 
grcai  <»vvamp;  and  N.  by  the  common 
and  three  small  lots.  MuU.  Q».  Dttit^. 
ii.  1*^1.  %fos;  ,,f  the  r.iinkrr  Intid  in 
Maldm  tiiidlly  i.iiiic  into  the  posses- 
sion of  John  Hunker,  the  saddler  of 
Cambridge,  grandson  of  (ieorge,  whose 
claims  so  troubled  the  town  and  indi- 
vidual landholders  in  1695. 

The  house  of  Thomas  Call,  near  the 


ticorge  Bunker  tn  1638.    Ckarhttemm  preaent  comer  of  Cnwa  and  Walnut 

Str.  tjts,  is  noticed  in  note  ti  of  the  pres- 
ent chapter.   The  others  were  beti 


A'ihht'i.  x.\\i\  .  jT).    To  this  lie  adde-d 


by  unrecorded  purchases,  a  large  tract 
of  other  laiuls  in  Scadan,  out  of  whkti. 


CallV  houe  and  the  South  Spring. 
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Street;  and  it  was  that  lane  which,  having  been  extended  to 
Washington  Avenue  in  Chelsea,  has  become  Nichols  Street 
in  Everett.^ 

A  committee  was  appointed,  June  1 1,  1706,  "  to  lay  out  a 
conuenant  highway  for  the  inhabitants  of  y*  East  end  of  y*  town 
to  goe  to  y*  meting  hous :  or  to  say  whare  highway  js  jfalredy 
layd  out."  A  way  from  Scadan  already  existed ;  but  it  was 
circuitous,  and  in  a  portion  of  its  course  the  right  to  pass 
appear^  to  have  been  somewhat  doubtful.  It  was  over  that  way 
which  has  been  mentioned  as  leaving  the  Salem  Road  and  run* 
ning  "  between  M*^  Hils  &  M'  Bunkars  farmes  to  thomas  calles 
hous"  — the  later  Harvell's  Brook  Lane  and  a  part  of  the  pres- 
ent Cross  Street  From  Thomas  Call's  house,  which  stood  near 
the  present  southeasterly  corner  of  Cross  and  Walnut  Streets,*'  a 
narrow  way  called  the  Stony  Lane  ran  soulhwcstwardly  over  the 
hill  towards  the  ancient  Green  house,  which  is  still  standing  on 
-\p[)leton  Street,  near  the  Everett  line,  and  entered  the  Win- 
nisimmet  road  of  1653.  A  longer  way  was  open  then,  as  now, 
over  the  Salem  and  Reading  Roads  by  Wilson's  Comer,  Hill's 
Tavern,  and  Lewis's  Bridge.  The  report  of  the  committee,  if 
made,  was  not  recorded;  but  the  following  vote  may  have 
been  its  result:  — 

It  ran  easterly  no  farther  than  the  Skinner,  perhaps  her  son  ;  .ind  it  iitcr 

houie  ol  Joseph  Sargeant,  which,  after  wards  passed  into  the  hand«  of  the 

his  death  in  1717,  appears  in  the  records  Parkers  in  some  way  of  which  I  hav« 

as  that  of  Widow  Marv  S;uL;<-ant  All  fcum!  no  rcd  rd.  Ttii*  <  <^t.ite,  when 
the  land  around  it  ultimately  fell  into  deeded  to  Abraham  Skinner  in  l69jt^, 
the  hands  of  the  Nichols  family.  There  comptisied  three  acres  of  land,  with  the 
«( r<.  lint  ivvo  Iv'ii^'.s  upon  it  as  l  ite  as  house  and  barn,  on  the  tiortherly  side  of 
1S56— those  of  Andrew  D.  Nichols  and  the  road,  running  to  a  point  at  the 
Ebcnenr  Nichols.  The  latter  house,  easterly  end,  and  twelve  acres  on  the 
which  i-t  i  irl  it  the  head  of  line,  smtthi  rly  side  of  the  road.  The  re- 
was  probably  the  old  house  of  Joseph  moval  ol  the  highway  in  1729  left  the 
Sarfteant.  house  on  ilir  N'  utheriy  side  oC  the  new 
n  Thoma'i  r.ill  d  m  N'nvpm'ier.  way.  The  old  li'Uise  was  not  standing 
1678.  His  widow,  l.vdia  (Shepliei<!.-.i<nK  in  1798;  and  ii  h  id  been  demolijihcd,  it 
ntarried  Thomas  Skinner,  and  carried  is  supposed,  (ii.>r.\  \ears  before.  Ita 

the  liouse  of  h'-r  former  husband  into  Cullar  remained  until  within  sixty  ycafS 

th'    ^kinner  family.    The  process  by  past;  and  a  brgc  roclc,  which  stood  in 

wiiirli  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  field  near  the  southeast  comer  t»f 

Abraham  Skinner,  and  finally  of  his  the  present  Cross  and  Walnut  Streets, 

widow.  Hannah.  ha.s  been  described,  bore  the  name  of  Sltinner's  Roclt,  and 

I'iiif  chap.  xi.  note  43.    After  the  death  preserved  the  n  im-    if  its  ff>rmer  owners 

of  I!->nnah  Skinner.  January  14.  IJ^H,  long  after  they  had  passed  away.  It 

it  was  in  the  occupancy  of  Abraham  was  removed  in  1887. 
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[May  28,  1708,]  uotcd  ensin  phinas  upham  sam"  wayt  sen  John  prat 
John  mudge  and  Thomas  okes  'l"o  He  aconiity  to  uewc  the  lain  throw 
John  Greens  poster  commonly  called  ihe  stonny  lain  in  order  unto  the 
Sloping  of  it  and  Remoucing  of  it  down  to  John  hutchlnson  land  that 
now  is  and  to  maike  aRetitm  of  your  dowings  heare  in  at  the  next 
Town  meting 

The  Return    Wee  the  SubscHbefs  Being  chosen  and  Apointed  By  the 
0fAt€tm  Town  to  uewe  the  Gfound  from  the  highway  aGainest  john 
Greens  house  alonge  By  the  Towns  fence  and  so  to  john 

hutchinsons  fence  and  so  to  the  litel  Gate  By  widow  Skiners  and  Like- 
wise to  uewe  the  lii^'hway  eominony  called  the  Stoney  L;iin  and  whare 
it  may  lie  Heste  to  btope  it  in  order  to  the  Remouel  of  it  if  the  Town 
See  case  douen  to  that  Sid  of  John  Greens  land  next  to  john  hutchin- 
son  fence  and  so  to  the  litel  Gate  By  widow  Skiners 

Which  Saniis  wee  dide  some  time  in  jane  last  past  and  doe  jtidge 
that  it  may  Be  most  for  the  Towns  Benifet  to  Remoue  it  And  that  the 
Best  placesps  to  Stope  the  Stony  laine  is  Helowe  widow  Skiners  hous 
at  end  An<i  aG  unst  the  fence  that  is  Between  nathanell  uiihames  land 
and  obed^  juiikeas  land  on  the  South  Sid  of  nathanell  uphams  land 

SaJJUEL  WaVI  StNER 
PHINAS  UPHAM 
Thohas  OAKES 

The  report  of  the  conimittee  was  made  to  the  town,  March 
4,  i/oVg;  and  it  was  voted  "that  the  Slunc\-  laine  Be  Stopcd 
as  the  cotumity  has  mad  thar  Return  and  the  Sad  john  Grccii 
to  hangc  Gats  at  each  end  of  Sad  way."  The  committee  was 
also  authorized  to  "stake  out  the  highway  Through  john  Greens 
land  froin  the  Contei y  Roode  A  Gainest  John  Greens  To  the 
Cuntery  Rode  By  widow  Skinners." 

This  way,  which  was  now  opened  b)-  John  Hutchinson's 
fence,  was  that  portion  of  the  i)resent  Cross  Street  which  was 
known  as  Hutchinson's  Lane  and  more  recently  as  Peter  I  nfix's 
Lane.  It  began  at  the  Winnisimmct  road,  which  crossed  liie 
line  of  the  present  street  near  the  corner  of  High  Street  as  it 
now  exists.  There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  its  course  after 
it  reached  the  highway  over  the  hill.  The  present  Walnut 
Street,  which  it  joined,  is  a  portion  of  the  old  way  from  Lewis's 
Bridge,  which  ran  along  the  easterly  side  of  the  Hutchinson 
land  in  its  present  course.    It  is  clear  that  the  way  did  not  run 
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straight  from  Hutchinson's  Corner  to  the  house  of  Thomas 
Parker,  which  stood  on  the  hill  at  the  present  corner  of  Ferry 
and  Cross  Streets,  where  was  lately  the  house  of  James  H. 
Whitaker;^'  but  it  proceeded  more  directly  by  the  southerly 
side  of  the  Call,  or  Skinner,  house  to  the  old  way  from  the 
Salem  Road  to  the  South  Spring.  This  left  a  V-shaped  piece  of 
road,  around  which  the  weary  Scadanites  had  to  trudge  on  their 
way  to  the  mcctin|^  house.  To  overcome  this  difficulty,  it  was 
voted,  May  15,  17 10,  "  That  y*  Town  doe  think  jt  nccdfiill  That 
tiler  be  a  highway  of  2  pols  broad  from  Thomas  paikars  house 
To  >  meting  hous."  In  accordance  with  this  vote,  the  select- 
men met  May  25, 

and  layd  out  a  high-way  for  y  rise  of  y'  Town  of  Two  {)ols  broad  on 
y*  norwest  side  of  Abraham  Skinars  stonwall  from  y'  high  way  neer 
Thomas  parkers  houbc  to  y  highway  at  y*  end  of  s''  Skinars  (jardmg. 

This  was  not  satisfactory  and,  in  fact,  there  seems  to  have 
been  some  opposition  to  the  whole  way.  The  matter  was  car- 
ried by  somebody  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  which  performed  among  its  other  duties  those  of  the 
later  County  Commissioners.  At  a  town  meeting  April  20, 
171 1,  Lieutenant  Henry  Green,  Deacon  Phineas  Upham,  Isaac 
Hill,  and  Benjamin  VVhittemore  were  chosen  "  to  apere  at  y« 
Sesions  of  y*  peece  to  be  held  at  charlcstown  on  Tusday  y'  24 
jnstant  to  answer  jn  Referanc  to  y'  high  way  jn  contreuarcy." 
After  hearing  the  case,  the  Court  passed  the  following  order:  — 

[April  24,  1 711].  Upon  hearing  the  Petition  or  motion  of  Phineas 
Upham  h  Henry  Green  &  others  of  y'  Town  of  maldon  refering  to 
a  [intended  high  way  thro  the  p'sonage  land  in  maldon  from  Tho'  Cills 
hou!.e  to  the  meeting  house,  which  seeming  contrary  to  primitiue 
Return  of  the  comitte  of  maldon  for  laying  out  of  high  wayes  in  sd 
Town  in  y'  year  49 :  And  that  the  Town  of  Maldon  haueing  appointed 
a  Comittee  of  late  to  stake  out  the  high  way  of  Two  Rod  wide  through 

The  hnii«e  of  Thomas  Parker,  aboat  i860  to  the  vicinity  of  Ashland 

which  was   originally  of  one  or  two  Street.     Ferry   Street   from  Parker's 

rooms,  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  Comer  at  Cross  Street  to  the  easterly 

tn  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  cen-  »pur  of  Powder  House,  or  Liberty  Ilill, 

turv.     When  it  was  enlarf:>  ti  is  not  did  not  cxijt  nntil  ^'^Vy    Th--  l.ind  ov(>r 

known;  but  its  former  appearance  indi-  which  it  passes  was  .1  nn  .idow,  around 

cated  a  date  not  later  than  the  early  which  the  old  way  p^^-std  on  the  fiimer 

half  of  the  last  ceatury.  It  was  removed  land  by  the  piesent  Walnut  Street. 
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Jtt*  Greens  Land  from  the  Country  Road  against  John  Greens  to  the 
GMmtry  Koad  by  tbe  Widcnr  Skinners  along  by  the  outside  of  John 
HutchiDSons  fence  &  the  Towns  fence  which  is  the  pFsona^e  Land» 
which  comittee  on  or  about  the  year  1709  did  lay  out  or  stake  out 
sd  way  as  p'  thoire  Return  under  their  hands  of  theire  Doings  therein 
Exhibited  in  Court  fully  appears  J'his  Court  (Sundry  of  the  members 
w'of  haveing  been  upon  the  place  and  vicwiug  the  same;  upon  hearing 
of  all  parties  Referring  to  y«  same,  Conclude  and  order  that  the  s**  Re- 
port of  the  late  Comittee  now  Exhibited  to  y*  Court  as  aforesaid  Js  to 
be  accepted  and  Jmproved  as  the  Settled  high  way  from  s'^  Thomas 
Calls  house  lot  that  way  upon  a  straight  Line  to  y*  Road  leading  to  the 
meeting  house  of  Two  rods  wide,  and  for  p'venting  of  Charge,  That 
there  may  be  hanged  a  gate  at  Each  End  for  the  Conveniancy  of  those 
that  haue  occasion  of  y'  said  Way  Till  further  order  of  this  Court  and 
that  all  parties  Concerned  bear  thetre  own  cost." 

This  closed  tlie  way  between  the  Parker  and  Sknincr  liouses; 
and  ilic  ea  ,L  cad  people  had  to  "  'round "  for  more  than 
eighteen  years,  unless,  as  may  have  been,  they  were  allowed  to 
"cut  acrost."    At  length  it  was  voted:  — 

[November  26.  I7?9.]  That  y  selertinen  shall  move  y*  Highway 
that  is  by  Abraliam  Skmncrs  barn,  to  y'  north  sid  of  His  Land,  ^  lay  it 
OQt  SO  as  shall  be  most  Conveiant  for  y*  Town 

Five  days  Liter  the  selectmen  finished  tlie  work  and  Hutchin- 
son's Lane,  or  Peter  Tiifts's  Lane,  as  it  was  alLei  tvartis  called, 
was  completed  and  so  remained,  tolerably  straiLjht  l)ut  ver\'  nar- 
row, until  it  was  straightened,  widened,  and  otlicrw  ise  improved, 
and  became  the  westerly  portion  of  Cross  Street.  That  section 
of  the  street  beyond  Ferry  Street,  equally  narrow,  and  crooked 
to  excess,  was  long  known  as  Harvcll's  Hrook  Lane,  from  the 
brook  which  it  crosses  a  short  distance  below  Salem  Street." 

"  MiiiJ.    Court  Raords,  —  Central  who  had  been  brought  up  by  JoIj  Lane. 

HcsiioHS,  in  hco.    The  "  priinitiuc  Ke-  and  who  in  that  year,  a  few  monllis  [triur 

tuni"  of  the  committee  of  1649      ^  marriaj-c  with  Mary,  flaughter  of 

record  or  paper  which  has  tiisappeared.  Rol)ert  (Galley  of  S;inr!v  f-sitik,  sold  to 

A  mill  was  cst.dilishcd  at  an  early  James  llarvcilof  Lyim  .1  thvi  lljnc;  house 

date  on  thf  easterly  side  of  Cross  Street  with  half  an  acre  of  land,     i:ri.;L  1  ut^st 

on  the  brook  by  the  Eastt^rn  Railroad,  on  the  highway  and  north  on  the  I  ro^U 

The  dam,  crossing  the  meadow  from  then  called  Stone  Brook.    MtJd.  Co. 

bank  to  bank,  was  very  distinct  and  per-  D(fds.  xxiv.  697. 

feet  until  tbe  ground  wa»  graded  for  William  Mathews,  apparently,  after- 

boilding  purpose*  In  1887.    The  mtll  ward«  occupied  a  house  and  fourteen 

ap[»ears  to  liavL-  been  owned  an<!  oper-  acres  of  lam!  in  tlie  di\  i-i.)n  1  ts,  which 

ated,  prior  to  1706,  by  William  Mathews,  he  sold  to  John  Lynde,  Jr.,  in  1714.  lie 
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Memorandtim,  M;iltlen  December  y* :  i:  i  729  :  Select  men  Did 
then  move  y  High  way  tli;.t  was  laid  out  behind  Abraham  SklniKrs 
Barn,  iaid  it  oui  on  north  side  of  His  land,  two  poic  wide  y'  sd 
way  is  laid  out  part  in  Skiiuien  9l  part  io  Thomas  parkeis  land  y*  North 
side  of  y*  sd  way  is  laid  from  apost  standing  in  y*  fence  at  y*  south  End 
of  y*  sd  parkers  primmhedg,  &  so  to  a  post  south  of  y*  Claypitt,  &  near 
y"  same,  &  from  thence  on  a  Straight  hne  to  y*  corner  of  John  Hutch- 
cnsoiis  stone  wall,  &  y*  south  sitie  of  )•*  sd  way  is  bounded  by  ahee[i  of 
stones  lymg  on  an  old  I)iclnvall  by  y*  side  of  y"^  highway  leeding  t(nvanl 
Nathanell  nickoks,'"  &  so  to  a  atake,  ami  from  y*  sd  slake,  on  almc  to 


had  then  removed  (o  Lynn,  and  was  still 
called  a  miller.  MiJJ.  Co.  Deeds,  xvii.  50. 

James  Harvcll  and  his  wife,  Mary 
(Wute),  had  three  children  born  in 
Maiden.  Another  James,  probably 
their  son,  had  a  wife,  Sarah,  and  two 
tons,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

No  other  traces  of  the  Harvetis  in 
Maiden  arc  known  in  nic.  Thuv  may 
have  lived  and  died  here  or  removed; 
btil  their  name,  although  changed  in 
time  to  liar. cv.  T  ecame  firmly  attached 
to  the  road  and  brook  on  which  they 
tired,  and  ha«  remained  anto  the  prei* 
ent  day.  The  mill  is  ■;np|>o>;c(l  to  have 
been  used  as  late  as  the  close  uf  ilie 
Revolution. 

In  iSi^  ilir  town  £;ivf  .Aarois  W.iitc 
of  Salcni,  w  hu  ihcti  uw  ned  tlic  f.iim 
ivhich  John  Hunker  hail  sold  to  Sanuitl 
W.nte,  "  Liberty  H)  dig  a  ditch  through 
Harvey's  itrook  so  Called  in  Maiden  for 
the  purpuse  of  taking  the  water  of  his 
Meadow,"  and  "  to  tak  up  h  new  lay  the 
Bridge  overs^  brook.*'  A  convenient 
watering  pl.tce  was  m.ide  at  the  side  of 
the  road,  where  the  women  were  accus- 
tomed to  wash  their  yam  in  the  earlier 
days  of  thin  century,  when  spinning  was 
a  female  accumpli-shment. 

^  The  house  of  Deacon  Nathaniel 
N'i.Iii  1>  was  that  which  stood  upon  a 
lane  which  formerly  ran  from  Ferry 
Street  a  little  south  of  the  present  Har- 
vard Street.  The  farm  upon  which  it 
was  situated  l^cime  the  property  of 
Nathaniel  and  .Sumu<.']  Nichois  after  the 
death  of  their  f.ithor.  May  10.  1725. 
The  former  sold  the  western  half  of  the 
bouse  with  adjoining  land,  bounded 
s.  F.  upon  the  lane,  tn  jacob  Parker  in 
174;.  Midti.  Ci'.  Deeds,  xlviii.  396. 
Samuel  Nichols,  the  owner  of  the  other 


half,  went  in  the  expedition  to  Cape 
Breton  in  1745,  and  died,  with  his 
younger  brother  john,  during  the  siege 
of  Louisburg.  ili^  widow,  Jemima, 
married.  July  18,  1746,  John  Polly  of 
Mcdford.  and  joined  with  her  son, 
Samuel  Nichols  of  Medford,  in  1761,  in 
conveying  the  moiety  to  Jacob  Parker, 
who  thus  li^^caine  '■"le  f)\srur  of  the 
house  and  surrounding  land^.  Atidtl, 
Co.  Deedi^  tlx.  278. 

Jacob  Parker  married  Rebecca,  a 
daughter  of  the  Ke v.  Joseph  Emerson; 
and  died  January  17,  1779,  of  small-pox, 

whiL-h  was  brmi[;ht  into  the  tuVMi  I;V  his 
witc,  and  of  wlticli  i>cvea  others  died. 
After  hfa  death  his  widow  enjoyed  the 
CTistomary  widow's  third  of  his  c^t.ite 
and  occupied  a  jHntion  of  the  old  houb.e. 
uiiere  she  kept  a  school  at  the  expen.^ia 
of  the  town  until  her  marriage  with 
Deacon  Benjamin  Brintnall  of  Chelsea, 
August  3,  1780.  In  iSoo  Asa  Tufts, 
who  had  married  Elisabeth  Parker,  and 
had  come  into  possession  of  twO'thirds 
of  the  house  and  homestead  land,  con- 
veyed his  portion  to  David  Faulkner, 
and  with  his  brolherin-law,  Joshua 
Parker,  [nltcl^imcd  the  remaining  third 
to  the  .same  grantee.  Mtdd.  Co.  Deeds, 
^xxx\.  385.  387.  At  the  demise  of  the 
ui  li  w,  who  died  insane,  July  21,  iSirt, 
|}eing  then  the  relict  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Waite,  the  estate  came  wholly  into  the 
hands  of  Davie!  K  iulkner.  Ilis  son,  the 
late  David  Faulkner,  ra/ed  the  old 
house  in  1.S49,  and  built  that  at  the 
corner  of  Ferry  and  Har\ard  Streets 
in  which  his  widow  reside*!  until  her 
death  in  i8<)2. 

The  kitchen  of  the  old  house  ex- 
tended the  whole  length  of  the  building 
at  its  rear;  and  its  chimney  and  oven 
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y*  north  corner  of  y*  >d  Thomas  parkers  p.isluor  &  so  y*  way  comes 
duch  with  y*  wu-  from  faulknen;.  to  Htitcherte^  (with  a  little  wirttiiMj:) 
y*  East  Kntl  oi  sd  way  is  aii  m  Skmners  land  us  iar  as  lo  y'  posi  by 
y*  clay-pilt. 

In  conse  ]ucn:e  of  the  closing  of  the  Stony  Lane  and  the 
moving  uf  fnc  road  to  Hulchinsuu's  fence,  tlie  ua\-  formerly 
granted  t  "  Mr.  \\'i(^^!es\vorth  through  the  par^t)^au;c  land  was 
discontinued.  Soon  after  the  inh<ibitants  ot  the  easterly  portion 
of  the  town,  for  whose  com  enience  the  new  way  had  been  laid 
out,  prayed  the  Count)'  Court  to  remi-ve  the  L^ates  which  had 
been  hung  across  it.    Their  petition  was  as  follows ;  — - 

To  the  honored  Justices  of  y*  Cort  of  Sessions  now  sitini:  in  Charles- 
town  The  TO  of  march  :  171-3  1  he  HumbI  peticiou  uJ  »undrcy  ui  y*  Jn- 
haUuiils  of  the  East  aivi  nartn-eaat  side  of  y*  Town  of  maldeo  Humbly 

Shewetb :  lhat  whar  as  your  honouis  were  plea«^  to  Take  the  pains  to 
com  to  maiden  sum  time  jn  y*  yeer  1710  And  did  then  setle  a  bi^h 

way  T'  i  :  i  n  contreuercy  :  And  did  sayy*  way  should  lyon  y*  oat  side 
of  y'  Towns  land  :  — that  js  jn  y*  possesion  of  our  Reiu  rand  ministar  : 
—  And  whar  as  there  was  At  \*  time  3  Gates  did  hani;  a  thwart  y*  said 
way :  —  you  honour^  were  then  pleasd  to  say  ITiose  Gates  should  Re- 
maiae  there  mititt  finder  oidar:  —  And  whar  as  y"^  peec  of  way  js  a 
boat :  100 :  pols  jn  length  a&d  y*  one  half  almost  fenc'  alredy  the  othar 
half  ther  js  fencing  stuff  lyeth  neer: 

Therefore  we  humbly  jntreat  your  honours  y*  Those  Gats  may  be  Re- 
moued  and  Remain  no  longar  there  :  —  That  we  .ind 
haue  the  same  priueieg :  as  all  our  freiids  and  naighbours  hane  jn  our 
Town — To  haue  our  way  deer  froui  Auey  jncurabranc —  lo  y'  pub- 
liqoe  worship  of  God 

And  yoor  petidonars  shall  as  duty  binds  Euer  pray 
maldea  da^  y* 

3  of  dec  1712 

John  Greenland  JfivMHAX  Knower 

SlMAN  GROUER  JoHN  Mt  lXi 

Peter  Tufts  Jeames  Whittemore 

Joif ATHAN  Kmowcr  wmiAM  Sargeant 

John  mudg  Jeaues  houev 

Jacob  Hasev  Bemamoi  hills 

Joseph:  Lamsox** 

were  famous  frr  thrir  size  even  in  the  5U|iposed  to  be  of  an  early  ri  .intl 

days  wben  large  chimneys  and  capacious  may  have  been  the  "  old  shop  "  which  is 

oven*  were  cmnnmi.  A  smaller  bonse^  meotioncd  in  the  deed  of  Asa  Tufts, 
which  stood  in  the  lane  near  by,  was      *•  Midi.  Cwrt  FUe*t  in  /mv- 
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This  petition  was  considered  at  the  Court  in  April  and  its 
prayer  allowed  to  the  inconvenience  of  Samuel  Green,  the  then 
owner  of  the  Green  farm  and  the  son  of  John  Green,  who  had 
died  March  22,  \  He  carried  the  matter  back  to  the  Court 

of  Sessions  with  his  complaint. 

[July  7,  1713]  upon  hearing  the  petition  of  Samuel  Green  for  satis- 

fiiction  for  Lund  of  his  Jmproved  in  tnaldon  for  a  high  way,  on  which 
the  gales  that  hang  therenpon  were  onU-rol  to  be  taken  down  some 
time  Since.  The  rourt  or,!c-r  that  y"  gales  be  iii;'.de  convcnieiu  for 
Travellers,  and  coniinued  so  nil  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  and  tliere  to 
make  Report  of  thdre  Doings  therein.*' 

At  a  town  meeting  soon  after  [July  20,  1713,]  the  case  was 
considered  and  « 

It  was  put  to  vote  whether  y*  Town  will  mak  Samuell  Green  Reson- 

abl  nllowanc  for  land  called  y*  way  from  y'  litle  Gate  by  nifldo 
Skinars  to  y*  Gate  by  The  contrey  Road  and  jt  past  on  ^  negiiiue  : 
I  he  inhabitants  of  y'  town  said  y'  Samuell  Greens  fathar  look  y'  way  jn 
Y  stoney  lane  jn  lew  of  y*  way  by  huchensons  fenc. 

That  the  "inhabitants"  were  determined  to  stand  by  their 
opinion  is  evident;  for  at  the  same  meeting  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  defend  the  "  cause  in  law  with  SaniH  Green :  in 
Rcfrcncc  To  y*  high  way  from  y*  Litle  Gate  ncer  y*  widdo 
Skinars  To  y*  Gate  by  y*  countrey  Road  ncer  y*  %^  Greens 
hous."  The  Court  sustained  the  inhabitants  and  recorded  an 
order  which  settled  the  case. 

[December  8, 1713.]  The  Coort  are  of  opinion  ii{)on  \  iew  of  the 
cuidcncc  before  them,  that  the  Complanants  Father  hath  had  satisfac- 
tion for  the  same  And  do  order  that  the  high  way  be  where  it  iyeth  and 
so  continued." 

In  the  meantime  other  roads  were  being  considered  and  laid 
out.  Nathaniel  Upham«  Jonathan  Sprague,  Sen.»  and  John 
Green,  Sen.,  were  chosen,  May  24, 1710,  to  run  the  line  between 
'*Eueness  farm  and  y«  Countrey  Rhoad  "  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity  of  the  town.  At  the  same  time,  a  committee  was  ap* 
pointed  to  view  the  land  "  between  James  houe's  and  boston 
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Rhoad :  And  se  whar  jts  most  conuenant  to  lay  a  high-way 
out  for  y'  use  of  y*  Town.'"'"^  This  committee  made  the  follow- 
ing rciurn.  which  was  accepted  at  a  meeting  three  dayi 
later :  — 

[June  2,  1710,]  first  we  Ttim  out  of  y*  highway  jnto  Jonathan 
Knowars  land  by  y'  cornar  of  James  houes  orchard  and  so  l>y  s''  or- 
chard To  y  north  c.ist  coriuir  and  from  thcnc  on  a  line  to  a  hhick  oki- 
Jn  s''  huueys  Iceid  neer  y  fenc  on  y'  southwardly  side  oi  Tree  And 
40  through  said  houes  leeld :  on  y*  southwardly  side  of  two  white  oke 
trees  standing  neer  to  gethar  jn  Thomas  waits  land  neer  to  y*  sd  houes 
feeld  on  y^  eastwardly  side  and  so  jn  y  old  way  As  jt  Runs  along  to 
Stcucn  Lerebes  cornar  of  his  cornfield  and  so  aloog  jn  y*  Raing  Line  to 
boston  Khoad.^ 

At  a  meeting  held  July  20,  171 3,  "It  was  putt  to  vote 
whethar  Town  will  mend  y«  way  y'  Runs  from  y*  country 
Road  neere  Sam*^  Grouars  To  John  Wilkinsons  between  Raig 
of  lots.  And  jt  past  on  y*  negitiue."  In  consequence  of  this 
vote,  John  Upham,  Jonathan  Barrett,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  portion  of  the  town  petitioned  the  Court  for  con- 
venient highways  from  their  houses  to  the  meeting  house;  and 
the  Court  ordered  the  selectmen  to  look  to  such  matters.*'  ^ 
Soon  after  it  is  recorded 

[Se|>tember  29,  17 13.]  y'  y*  select-men  doc  layout  a  conuenant  high 
way  for  Them  ...  3  pols  broad  on  y  northwardly  bide  of  1  iiai  Raing 
of  lots  y*  Runs  from  John  Wilkinsons  Land  neer  his  hous  down  to  y* 
cuntrey  Road  f-  leads  to  Reding.  ^  beginning  at  y*  s^  Wilkinsons 
land. 


Boston  Koad,  the  road  from  the 
point  of  rocks,  or  Kbck  Ann's  Corner, 

to  \\  inni>imi«ct,  so  lallctl  because  it 
was  iie4r  the  hue  and  partly  within  the 
limits  of  Boston. 

-  Til-  (li:;ir^  a!  irh  were  here  im- 
puted upon  a  committee  were  sometimes 
performed  by  the  selectmen,  as  appean 

in  tilt'  following  vote,  relatincr  t:>  rt  hij^h- 
way  uf  l.ine  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  town. 

"[May  S.  1704]  voted  That  y"^  select- 
men hath  lilx;rly  to  lay  out  a  conuenant 
Jtigh'way  of  Two  pools  broad  from  leut 


J:  : 

Jpsep  haseys:  land  so  y*  he  may  pass 
from  his  one  land  jnto  sum  Cuntrey 
highway." 

^  This  was  evidently  a  confirmation 
in  part  of  an  old  u  .iy.  t  he  location  of 
\vlui:!i  I  lIcwiIv  determiri  -.   It  i-, 

however,  certain  that  it  was  north  of  the 
tract  now  occupied  by  Woodlawn  Ceme- 
tery, aiir!  iM-f  of  the  oH  h!L;!nvay  which 
ran  from  Saigeant's  Hill  to  Itlack  Ann's 
Comer. 

"  Afuf^f.  C'urf  Rfcoiih^  —  Ctmtnt 
Stsui/tu,  August  25,  1713. 
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This  was  a  confiniialion  to  public  uses  of  one  of  the  rights  of 
way  whicli  were  l.iid  out  between  the  r.in;^es  of  common  land  in 
1695.  Frotn  the  fact  that  John  Wilkinson  s  house  and  lands 
were  on  the  hii^hhinds  towards  Long  Pond,  and  other  indica- 
tions, it  is  evident  that  the  way  now  laid  out  was  that  long 
known  as  Uphani  .s  Lane  and  now  as  Upharn  Street  in  Melrose. 

[March  i,  171^,]  voU :  That  Jose  Line  his  libarty  Granted  to  him 
and  his  iiaires  To  Raise  the  causeway  y'  Lseth  betweene  y  medo  for- 
nurly  cap'  waits :  and  y*  sd  Lines  medo  so  high  as  to  flow  y^  s'  lines 
ineddo :  and  s**  Lins  doe  oblige  him  self  and  his  haires  To  maintain 
y*  s^  causway  jn  good  Repair  sttficant  for  both  Town  and  countrey  to 
pass :  — so  long  as  they  se  cause  to  (low  y<  s^  medo  Also  y*  said  line 
hes  libarty  to  take  earth  and  grauill  on  y*  high  way  on  y*  Top  of  y*  hill 
near  y  s^  caseway  for  y*  ends  aboue  s*? 

The  proximity  of  Captain  John  Wa3rte*$  meadow  proves  this 
causeway  to  have  been  across  the  meadow  near  Island  Hill,** 
and  so  marks  the  origin  of  the  present  Main  Street  in  that  direc- 
tion. It  afforded  *'  a  short  cut"  to  the  meeting  house  to  a  por> 
tion  of  the  north  end  people  who  may  have  passed  across  the 
L)mde  land  by  a  private  way  on  the  westerly  side  of  Boston 
Rock.*^  Another  private  way  ran  along  the  southern  side  of 
Boston  Rock  to  the  old  Reading  Road  near  the  present  Wyom* 
ing  Cemetery,  which,  widened  and  made  a  public  way,  has  be* 
come  Sylvan  Street  in  Melrose.  An  entfy  made  in  the  records 
in  1717  may  have  reference  to  a  connection  made  between  the 
Reading  Road  and  the  way  o\-er  the  causeway  at  its  southern 
end,  or  it  was  in  the  near  vicinity. 

sum  time  in  y"  mounth  of  June  or  July  in  y*  years  1717    select  men 

Liid  out  away  by  y  side  of  Joscpli  Lynds  Land  estly  in  to  y«  old 
Koad  Sam"  wait  giveing  up  his  Right  in  s**  Land. 

**  Island   Hil).  north  of  Wayte's  Soon  after  an  attempt  was  made  to 

Mount,  which  sriineiimc«.  has  been  ci  n  c'  lse  a  way  \vlii>  li  had,  pt-iliaps,  fallen 

founded  with  Inland  Kiid  on  the  South  into  disuse  or  become  of  doubt(ul  public 

River,  was  formerly  a  picturesque  object  benefit.   Its  location  is  uncertain, 

in  !liL  l.indscai'c.    It  is  situated  on  the  "(May  10.  1714.!  jt  was  putt  To  vate 

westerly  sulc  of  Main  Sir«:et,  a  little  whether      way  shall  be  slopt  neer  tu 

Qorth  of  Forest  Street.   At  the  ptcMnt  lames  MoUons  houa  «ucr  To  obadia 

time  the  Ic-dsc  of  wliirh  it  is  composed  Jenkins  land— and  jt  past  on  y*  Hegl- 

is  being  reniov«.d,  and  it  wilt  soon  be-  tivc." 
come  a  thing  of  the  past 
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The  select  men  of  maiden  mett  y'  17.  of  feb  1721 '2  And  doc  alr.w  of 
Two  pools  jn  bredth  y'  lielh  Att      south  end  of  the  first  Raing  of 

y*  second  Thousand  acrs  —  from  boston  line  to  Reding  Road  To  be  a 

Town  high-way : 

'i  iie  select  men  on  the  15""  day  of  nov!  1754  opened  A  town  road 
from  m'  James  fiairets  orchard  to  Chelsea  line  between  the  first  and 
second  range  of  lots  in  the  second  devision. 

Ahhouj^'h  the  latter  entries  are  nearly  thirty-three  years  apart 
in  time,  they  refer  to  a  single  way  in  North  Maiden  which  had 
existed  as  one  of  the  rights  of  way  between  the  ranges,  and  now 
became  a  settled  town  road.  It  was  formerly  known  as  Barrett's 
Lane,  and  is  now  Porter  Street  m  Melrose. 

The  roads  which  had  now  been  laid  out  answered  the  neetls 
of  the  people  for  many  years;  and  no  new  ways  were  granted 
until  several  years  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  The  few 
notices  which  appear  in  the  meantime  relate  to  repairs  or  con- 
firmations of  old  ways,  or  to  regulations  and  agreements  respect- 
ing private  ways  which  had  become  of  public  use.  In  1751 
Phincas  Sprague,  Nathaniel  Howard,  Samuel  Sprague,  Thomas 
Vinton,  Benoni  Vinton,  and  Phineas  Sprague,  Jr.,  inhabitants  of 
the  north  end,  were  allowed  to  work  out  their  highway  rates 
for  three  years  on  a  private  way  from  Jonathan  Howard's  house 
to  that  of  Phineas  Sprague.  The  few  houses  which  then  existed 
at  the  north  end  west  of  the  Reading  Road  appear  to  have  had 
no  allowed  town  ways  by  which  they  could  be  reached.  Their 
owners  passed  by  private  ways  over  the  neifrhbourin^r  lands; 
and  as  these  ways  came  to  be  of  more  than  local  convenience 
they  were  adopted  as  town  ways.  Thus,  over  the  way  from 
Jonathan  Howard's  house  and  its  extensions  running  in  all 
directions  but  a  straight  one,  as  it  passed  from  house  to  house,^* 
was  laid  out  in  time  the  ruad  to  Stoneham.  This  road  in  its 
eccentric  course  is  now  represented  by  Vinton  Street,  and  by 

•  How  it  lan  in  changing  courses  North  District  in  1830,  which  will  be 

from  house  to  house,  as  it  grew  up  to  given  in  a  succeeding  volume.   On  the 

salt  the  convenience  of  the  neighboring  plan  it  b  that  road  which  runs  from  the 

fairmers.  may  he  seen  fn  the  report  of  house  of  Joseph  Howaid  to  that  of 

'he  sck'Ltm<:n,  \v!iu  i.iitl  It  out     a  town  Awon  Vmtoii  Mid  the  Stoneham  line, 
way  in  1789,  and  in  the  plan  of  the 


L/iyiu^u<j  by  Google 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES, 


445 


portions  of  leister,  Cottage,  and  Hiird  Streets,  aad  that  section 

of  W\"()ininL;  A\xiiuc  which  ends  at  Main  Street. 

In  1755  it  is  iccorJcd  that  Timothy  Si)iai;Lic  had  j^Mvcn  the 
town  a  deed  of  hind  "  near  the  place  called  the  water  falls  wliich 
acconiniodates  said  town  for  a  road."*  At  tlie  same  time  he 
asked  A>r  a  portion  of  the  town's  hmd  at  Saiuly  Bank,  and  was 
refused.  It  is  mentioned  in  1761  that  "  Timoth)'  Sijr.iguc  by 
moveing  liis  fence  lias  incroached  on  the  higli  way  or  towns 
land  near  to  the  house  of  Elizabetii  and  Tabitha  wilison  ;  "  * "  but 
the  town  refused  to  act  upon  the  matter  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  that  year. 

In  1769  the  ancient  way  and  public  landing  place  at  Moul- 
ton's  Island  were  laid  out  anew.  The  report  of  the  committee, 
and  the  records  relating  to  the  neighboring  landing  place  at 
Wormwood  Point,  which  have  been  freely  quoted,  are  interest- 
ing as  defining  the  ways  and  town  rights  at  the  earliest  settled 
portions  of  Mystic  Side. 

Maiden  May     a*"*  1769 
We  tiie  Subscribers  being  chosen  a  Committee  to  Stake  oat  the  Way 
leading  to  the  Jsland  End,  have  hiid  out  Said  Way,  from  y*  Country 
Road  to  the  Landing  Place,  about  one  Rod  and  an  half  uide,  as 

Road  now  runs;  and  have  Stnk'd  out  the  LamHng  Place;  beginning 
at  y*  Head  of  y''  Hast  Dock,  &  from  ihcnce  across  y'  Well,  on  a 
straight  Line  to  y*^  Westerly  Stake,  which  is  about  16  Rod,  &  from 
thence  to  the  Southeast  Comer  of  M!  Blaoey's  Wharffe,  U  from 
Bounds  to  low  Water  Mark 

The  above  Way  and  I^inding  Place,  Mf  Ebcnczcr  Pratt  gives  to 
y*  Town,  to  be  kept  free  and  clear  of  all  Jncumbrances,  except  Liberty 
to  hang  &  maintain  a  good  Gate  across  S'  Way,  where  it  now  Stands, 
wide  enough  for  Carts  to  pass  and  repass ;  Said  Liberty  to  be  reserved 
to  him  &  his  heirs  for  ever 

Eben?  Harnden  1 
John  Dexter  | 

John  Bucknam    \  Committee 
Jonas  Green  | 
Eats'?  Prait  i 


1  Near  hU  mill  at  Black  Rock,  ainoe 

known  a-^  OfSinrnrV  Mill,  This  was 
some  part  of  the  lane  that  became  Mill 
Stteew  and  afterwartb  Moantain  Avenae» 


vrhich  had  been  an  allowed  public  way 

for  many  years. 

At  the  corner  of  the  Salem  and 
ReatUng  Roads. 
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[May  iSy  1769.]  Voted,  To  accept  the  Report  of  the  Cominittee 
respecting  the  Way  leading  to  the  Jsland  End." 

It  was  voted.  May  i8»  1772,  *'To  exchange  Road,  formerly 
laid  out  on  the  East  Side  of  Swaia's  Pond,  for  the  Road  now 
improved."  A  committee  was  appointed  to  agree  with  the 
owners  of  the  land ;  and  the  new  way  was  confirmed  "  where 
the  Road  is  now  improved  on  the  East  Side  of  Swain's  Pond.*' 
The  discontinued  way  was  one  of  those  which  were  opened  in 
the  sheep  pasture  and  three  hundred  acres;  and  the  new  way 
was  probably  only  a  slight  removal  to  easier  or  firmer  gpround. 
It  was  that  which,  with  perhaps  a  few  slight  changes,  is  now 
known  as  Swain's  Pond  Avenue.  It  is  described  as  running 
from  John  Grover's  field  and  by  his  mill  on  Swain's  Pond 


*•  The  rn.id  from  the  South  Spring 
to  (he  end  of  Moulton's  fsLind  was  one 
of  the  earliest  on  Mystic  Side.  It  is 
mentioned  as  a  highway  in  1650.  Closed 
by  gates  and  vaguely  defined,  it  re- 
mained more  for  the  use  of  the  owner* 
of  the  land  over  which  it  ran  than  as  a 
pul>lic  tfta'i  The  few  who  passed  to 
the  common  landing  place  at  its  end 
alone  raised  it  to  the  dignity  of  a  trav- 
cllfd  \\.\\.  (ii-;  landing  [)lace  and 

the  highway  are  mentiuned  in  1717  — 
the  former  as  the  Charlestown  tanding 
place.  Th'-.nn-,  Mitrlu  II,  iii.i!ri!.r! 
Mary  .Moulton,  and  died  in  1709,  built  a 
house  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway, 
nMr  the  landing  pla>"e,  whir'i  hr  passed 
by  H  deed  of  gift  to  his  uitiy  Moii,  Captain 
John  Mitcht.-Il,  in  1703.  After  the  death 
of  Elizabeth,  widow  of  J  ilm  Miti  hell,  in 

1749.  Kbenczcr  Pratt  Ik  iii;lit  the  tights 
of  the  several  heirs,  which,  added  to  the 
landa  which  he  inherited  irum  his  father, 
Ebenezer,  a  few  years  later,  gave  him 
the  pc»>>cssion  of  most  of  ihe  island  and 
the  adjacent  marshes.  The  old  houicc 
was  standing  within  the  second  quarter 
of  the  present  century;  and  its  cellar 
remained  until  the  ground  was  levelled 
for  the  imprOTements  made  in  its  vicin- 
ity. The  station  <  f  the  I^l^tet:v  Railroad 
now  stands  on  or  near  its  site. 

The  landint^  place  was  improved  in 

1750,  when  r.tj't  liti  ItcMi  unin  IH  uu  v, 
whose  tan-yard  was  at  the  South  Spring, 
was  allowed  by  the  town 


"To  build  .1  «!iitf  ujjua  the  be.icli 
at  the  Island  end  thirty  foot  front  Said 
wharf  to  be  about  forty  foot  from  m' 
Thomas  pratts  marsh  and  not  so  lugh 
the  bank  but  that  there  may  l)e  room  for 
a  cart  way  between  said  wharf  and  said 
bank  said  blany  to  improve  said  wh.uf 
for  the  term  of  thirty  years  and  then  to 
have  liberty  to  remove  said  wharf." 

This  wharf  was  known  for  many  years 
as  Blaner's  Wharf,  and  later  as  Clapp's 
Wharf,  from  Timothy  Clapp.  who  manu* 
factuied  bricks  at  the  clay  pi  is  near  the 
Si.uth  Spriii^'  earlv  in  the  present  r..n- 
tury.  In  1S90  &ome  remains  of  ihc  wharf 
and  ita  eaatcrly  dock  were  to  be  seen. 

The  t  nvn  way  has  disapjieared  with 
the  hill  over  which  it  formerly  passed. 
It  left  the  main  road  near  tlie  Sooth 
Spring  at  fhr  present  comer  of  Everett 
Avenue  and  Vine  Street  in  Kverett, 
taking  a  course  a  little  w«st  of  the  latter 
street,  fn  I'^oo  n  slight  i;i(iju.i''i\  in 
the  groutui  where  it  passed  over  the 
meadow  alone  remained  to  reveal  it. 

Nfoullf)n's,  or  Mit.  h..'!'i  T-1  ind  was 
an  extensive  mound  of  gl.T  i  d  wistc  ..f 
the  same  character  as  powdi  r  !  li>ro  and 
other  hills  in  its  neighborhood.  In  iSyS 
but  slight  indications  of  its  former  exist- 
ence rcmaine<l.  and  the  little  that  was 
left  was  rapidly  disappearing.  As  large 
quantities  of  the  material  of  which  it 
was  composed  has  been  de[«isited  upon 
the  surrounding  marshes,  its  original 
character  as  an  Island  exbis  no  longer. 
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Brook ^  to  "y*  road  formerly  laid  out  to  Chelsea,  as  cart 
way  now  goes."  On  the  northerly  side  of  the  pond  it  existed 
for  many  years  as  a  vaguely  dcdned  and  partially  discontinued 
way  leading  up  to  Upham's  Lane.  Relocated  and  changed  in 
many  portions  of  its  course,  it  is  now  a  settled  street 

Tliere  is  upon  the  town  record  an  agreement  between 
Nathaniel  Paine  and  John  Grover,  dated  July  2,  1772,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  way  beginning  at  the  road  from  Black  Ann's  Corner 
to  VVinnisimniet,  near  Grover's  housCp  and  running  to  Paine's 
house  through  the  fields.  This  way>  which  was  accepted  by 
the  town  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  was  that  which  old  inhabi- 
tants will  remember  as  formerly  leading  to  the  house  of  Benja- 
min Nichols,  which  was  built  upon  the  site  of  the  house  of 
Nathaniel  Paine.  It  may  be  readily  recognized  on  the  plan  of 
Maiden  South  School  .District,  which  will  appear  in  a  future 
volume. 

The  Spragues,  who  passed  from  Naumkcnf;^  to  Mishawuni  in 
1629,  must  have  crossed  the  Mystic  at  a  ford  a  few  rods  above 
the  location  of  the  present  bridge  at  Medford.  A  few  years 
later  Nicholas  Davison,  the  at;  tit  of  Governor  Cradock,  whose 
farm  stretched  along  the  easterly  bank  of  the  Mj-stic,  built  a 
bridfi^c  near  by,  On  the  Charlcstown  side  it  was  reached  by  a 
long  causeway  over  the  low  land ;  and  it  is  described  as  having 
been  "exceedingly  rude  and  dangerously  frail."*'  It  sccnis  to 
have  been  built  primarily  for  tlx-  use  of  Cradock's  men  ;  but  it 
soon  became  a  public  convenience  and  as  such  was  recognized 
by  the  General  Court,  when  it  ordered  '*  [Oo)  10:41.]  that 
Leift  Spraguc  &  Edw**  Converse  should  rej)air  the  bridg  at 
Meadfonrd,  over  Mistick  River,  &  the  same  to  bee  paid  lor  out 
of  the  treasury."^'  It  was  apparently  of  the  most  simi^le  con- 
struction and  required  frequent  attention.  It  soon  again  be- 
came unfit  for  travel,  and  the  Court  appointed  Ralph  Sprague 
and  Edward  Converse  again 

The  site  fif  thr  mill  of  John  Grover  west  sid<-  of  the  br<n>k  the  shape  and 

could  be  found  in  1S94  in  the  meadow  size  of  the  liiUe  mill  could  be  traced, 
on  the  easteriy  side  of  Swaln'«  Pond  Brooks,  ffisttry  tf  Medford^  59- 

Avenue,  tu  ar  its  jtinrtinn  wirh  I.Lb.mon  This  writer  say^  if  »  i>  huilt  in 
Street.   The  dam  was  then  as  distinct  Man.  Colony  Httords^  L  343. 

as  in  the  days  of  Its  builder;  and  on  the 
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to  veiw  bridge  at  Mistick,  <k  what  charge  they  conceive  meete,  to 
be  p'sently  expended  for  y*  making  it  sufficient  &  p'vent  y''  ruine 
thereof,  or  by  furth'  delay  to  eadang'  it,  by  agreeing  w*^  workmen  for 
y*  coinpleate  rejmiriDg  thereof,  &  to  make  their  returae  to  M'  VViU 
lowghby  &  M'  Russell,  &  w*  they  shall  do  herein  to  be  satisfied  out 
of  y*  treasury.** 

Two  years  laler  the  Court  again  took  it  into  consideration » 
and  fearful,  perhaps,  of  the  expense  which  seemed  to  attend  its 
proper  maintenance,  ordered 

[October  27,  1648,]  that  the  said  Misttck  bridge  heneefinth  shall 
no^  by  the  country,  any  way  be  repaired,  &  that  the  passage  for  travel- 
leiS  shall  be  over  the  foarde  w'''  is  above  the  bridge ;  &  furtlier,  for 
the  p'venting  future  charges  about  bridges  cH;  high  wayes,  it  is  ordered, 
that  all  bridges  highwayes,  in  the  limitts  of  the  severall  towneships, 
that  now  are  or  hereafter  shalbe  made  by  the  severall  townes,  m  whose 
limits  such  bridges  and  highwayes  are,  be  by  them  repaired,  made,  & 
maintained.** 

This  was  the  ori^'in  of  the  law,  now  so  well  estciblished,  by 
which  towns  arc  made  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
ways  within  their  borders.  The  order  appears  to  have  l)ec()me 
a  dead  letter  at  once,  and  the  bridge  fell  into  a  worse  condition. 
It  was,  ho\\e\'er,  of  value  to  the  Cradock  tenants  and  to  the 
country  abo\'e  the  Mystic,  and  if  its  users  could  be  made  to 
contribute  to  its  support  it  might  be  prui^erl}-  maintained;  so 
Daviisun,  for  his  principal,  pclilioncd  the  General  Court  and 
obtained  the  passage  of  the  following  order,  which  established 
the  first  toll  bridge  in  New  England,  if  not  in  the  British 
Colonies :  — 

[June  2y  1653,]  Itt  is  by  this  Court  ordered  and  declare*!,  th.a  if 
any  peison  or  persons  shall  appearc  that  will  engage  suthcyenily  to 
builde,  repaier,  and  niaintajne  the  bridge  at  Misticke  at  his  or  theire 
propper  costs  and  charges,  it  shall  be  lawfull,  and  all  and  euety  such 
p'son  or  p'sons  so  engaging  are  heereby  authorized,  and  haue  full  power, 
to  aske,  rcqtsier,  and  recouer  of  euerj'  single  p'son  passing  ouer  the  sajd 
bridge  ;  and  for  euery  horse  and  man,  6"';  for  euery  beast,  z"* ;  for 
euery  cart,  i' ;  and  this  to  contincw  so  long  as  the  bridge  shall  be  suf- 
ficyently  majntajned  as  aforesajd.** 

Maj  6, 1646.  Mast,  Coiany  Records,        "  Ibid.,  ii.  263. 
U.  t49-  s*  Ibid.,  148. 
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Still,  neither  Davison  the  agent,  nor  Edward  Collins,  who  had 
recently  purchased  ihc  Cradock  lands,  undertook  to  rebuild  the 
bridL^e,  nor  did  .my  others  appear  to  assume  the  rfSj)onsibility ; 
and  the  p.issage  across  the  ford  became  the  common  iiii^huay. 
The  need  of  a  better  passaije,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
obvious ;  and  tlic  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  County 
Court;  — 

To  the  honoured  Court  now  holden  at  Cambridge  octo:  a'  1655 
Samuel  Hough  :  Edw:  Convers  and  JoMph:  HUls»  OQ  behalf  of  the 

Countrie  humby  shew 

That,  the  Countrie  (ns  is  well  known  to  this  Cort)  haue  Sustained 
great  loss  ami  damage  tor  some  yeares  past  by  the  decay  and  want  of  the 
Bridg  Called  mistick  Bridge  notwithstanding  the  SeveiaU  Coinplaintes 
petitions  and  presentments  made  to  Several  Courts  concerning  the  same ; 
our  humble  request  Therefore  to  this  honnouied  Cort  is  that  Deacon 
Mousal  of  ch.irUtowne  Deacon  ehild  of  wattertowne  m'  Thr);  Danforth. 
of  Cambridge  m'  Edw:  Collins  of  medford  Will:  (  outlre  of  Reddmg 
Sam:  Richardson  of  Wobu"  and  Lit'  John  VVaight  of  inoldon,  or  any  3  : 
or  4  of  them  or  Such  others  as  the  Corte  Se  good  may  be  appointed 
and  Authorized  forthwith  to  make  vp  a  sufficient  Cart  Bridge  over  the 
Sayd  river  in  Such  Convenient  place  as  may  be  most  comodious  for 
the  Cuntrie  in  generall.  And  that  the  same  may  be  Effectually  carried 
on  wee  further  hnmblie  desire  that  there  he  bv  this  Court  An  Asses- 
ment  matle  on  the  Sevcrall  Townes  within  this  Couniie  for  raysing  the 
Sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  poundes  and  warrants  Jsued  forth  to 
the  SevetaU  Townshipps  for  levying  and  collecting  the  Same  by  due 
Course  of  lawe  According  to  the  Assesment  for  Countrie  rates.  And 
to  pay  it  in  vnto  m'  Collins  at  his  howse  at  meadford  or  as  he  shall 
appoint.  And  that  the  Comittc  be  ordred  to  giue  Account  of  the 
said  bum  at  the  next  Countie  Courte  to  he  holden  at  Cambridg  or  tlie 
Court  following  at  Charlstowne  So  shall  wee  with  many  others  be  bound 
to  blesse  God  for  your  furtberanc  of  Soe  needfull  A  Service.* 

[At  a  County  Court,  April  i,  1656.]  Cap'  Norton,  m'  Edward  Collines, 
Hills  &  m'  Brattle,  are  appointed  by  this  Court  a  Committee 
to  errcf  t  misticke  Rri(lee.  and  to  levy  the  charges  there  of  vpou  the 
County,  according  to  l^w.** 

*  MM.  C&urt  FifUt.  in  A*v.   Rev.  welMti»<»wi»  deptity  of  Maiden.  The 

Samuel  riouRh  w.a.s  the  \ii-\<  r  >f  Read-  ii  li  iliit  ints  of  Reading  preferred  a  sinti* 

ing:  I'klirard  Convers,  a  leading  iahabi-  lar  petition  at  the  same  time, 
taut  of  Wobum ;  and  Joseph  HUb»  lb«       **  Midd.  Cturt  Re^ds,  i.  97. 

29 
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The  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  was  performed  in  accordance 
with  the  order,  and  tluring  its  progress  the  County  Court  was 
drawn  by  its  cost  to  the  ccjiisidcration  of  its  future  maintenance. 
A  committee  reported  to  the  Court  at  Charlestown,  April 
1657,  as  follows:  — 

Wcc  qiiXbtiun  the  countjes  abilitje  to  mainteiniL  X.  beare  the  cliarge 
tlKTcof,  and  havin<;  some  experimcntall  knowUnig'j  tli.it  toiint^s  wil!  be 
more  cautious  in  laying  out  theire  oune  costs  then  llie  countjes,  both  in 
building  &  repayring,  doe  therefore  conclude,  according  to  our  weake 
ap'hentbns^  that  as  few  bridges  should  be  built  at  the  countjes  charge 
as  possibly  maybe,  only  those  two  tMidges,  i.  e.,  at  Billinikey  &  Misticke, 
to  be  finished  at  the  county's  charge,  and  for  tjme  to  come  majnteined 
in  repajre  by  the  tounes  &  precincts  in  which  they  are. 

This  report*  which  was  accepted  by  the  CounQr  Court  and 
confirmed  by  the  General  Court  soon  after,*'  led  to  the  taxation 
of  the  several  towns  which  were  benefited  by  the  bridge  and 
caused  many  disputes  and  lawsuits. 

During  the  next  thirty  years  little  appears  in  relation  to  the 
bridge  and  the  connection  of  the  several  towns  with  its  main^ 
tenance;  but  its  later  history  was  probably  a  continuance  in 
spirit  and  form  of  that  which  preceded  it.  iMr.  Brooks  remarks 
that  The  bridge  seemed  to  have  a  wonderful  aptitude  in  get- 
ting out  of  repair;  and,  as  Medford  was  liable  to  be  indicted 
for  the  fact  the  bridge  became  the  standing  vexation  of  the 
town."  An  entry  in  the  Maiden  records,  November  29,  1689, 
shows  that  "  maulden  workt  a  mistak  bridge  with  cart  and  4 
oxen  and  5  hands  to  gravell  the  bridg^."  In  less  than  two  years 
the  town  was  delinquent  and,  with  Woburn  and  Reading,  neg- 
lected or  refused  to  pay  her  dues.  The  selectmen  of  Medford 
petitioned  the  General  Court  and  were  referred  to  the  County 
Court  for  "  a  fmall  Jsue  of  that  matter  referring  to  the  Settle- 
ment of  Said  Bridge."*  The  latter  favored  the  petitioners, 
although  the  opposing  towns  made  a  concerted  defence.  It 
was,  perhaps,  in  connection  with  this  case  that  Maiden  at  a 
meeting,  November  20,  1694,  allowed  Henry  Green  his  charges 
"  with  Lawers  and  expenses  consaming  mistick  bridg." 

•»  Mats,  Colmy  RtttrdSt  Iv.  (1),  306-       "  Brooks.  I/htory  of  MtdforJ,  64. 
J08.  *  Gtmrat  Cvurt  Secords,  vL  18^ 
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The  towns  were  again  unsuecessfut  before  the  Court  in  169S ; 
and  Deacon  John  Green  was  chosen,  on  the  part  of  Maiden,  to 
carry  out  the  following  vote :  — 

[May  6,  1^19'^,]  Voted — That  this  town  will  joyn  with  oborn  and 
KcUiiig  )w  iryali  ol  law  vpou  apeall :  from  jugiiieiit  of  justices  of 
y<  p«ace :  at  y*  Court  Last  held  at  Charlestown :  To  next  Superior 
Court  or  Courts  Consaming  mistick  bridg. 

Several  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  cast  olT  tl»e  burden. 
At  a  meeting.  April  1,  1702,  it  was 

voted  y'  I^u'  Henery  Green  and  Thomas  newhall  arc  apointcd  to 
Join  wuh  oborn  and  Reding  :  and  y'  they  haue  lull  power  to  agree  with 
medford:  as  they  can  Jn  Refranc  to  roistick  brig:  not  Exceeding  our 
proportion  to  eighteen  Shillings  p'  yeer :  prouided  Jn  so  doing :  y*  town 
shall  haue  an  aquitance  for  euer :  for  euer  hauing  aney  furtbar  charg 
consaming  s"*  brig: 

The  proposed  agreement  with  Medford  came  to  naught ;  and 
in  the  following  December  Isaac  Hill  and  John  Greenland  were 
chosen  to  meet  with  "  oborn  And  Reding  men  to  consider  what 
to  doe  in  Referanc  to  mistick  brig."  Sarg*  upham  &  sarg* 
dextar  were  appointed  to  the  same  service  in  1714;  and  at  a 
meeting,  held  November  29  of  that  year«  it  was  voted  not  to 
raise  15  pounds  to  pay  Towards  y*  Rebuilding  of  mistick 
bridg."  ^  However,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  neighbor^ 
ing  towns,  the  rebuilding  was  completed  and  Medford  applied 
to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  redress.  The  Court  apportioned 
the  charges  upon  the  five  towns  of  Charlestown,  Medford,  Read- 
ing,  Wobum,  and  Maiden  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and 
thtrty-itve  pounds  and  three  shillings  —  the  proportion  of  the 
former  town  being  six^-four  pounds  and  fourteen  shillings,  and 
those  of  tfie  others  seventeen  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  three- 

This wa«  inconsequence  of  (he fot  Charlestowne,  and  paid  in  psuant  to 
lowing  order  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  %     y*  Courtu  ordeT,  and  Sixty  pounds  more 

"  [Concord,  August  31,  1714]     i">U-      in  he  r,«isL(!  f..r!l;\villi  hy  llic    TiiWll-  of 

ant  to  y<  Return  &  Motion  of  the  under-  Woburn  Reading  J^Ialdon  &  Mvdfurd 

takers  of  y*  Building  of  Mistick  Bridge  In  e(|uaH  proportion  To  say  fBfteen 

rtferrinj;  to  tlu  ir  provision  nf  Timljer  pounds  tt)  be  raised  by  K.nJi  cf  s  '  T  wns 

Plank  and  I^abour  already  providc<l  .  .  .  and  to  be  paid  in  to     Respective  Town 

«niSrr  that  there  be  forthwith  raised  ttM  Tr«asu»  hands,  etc."    MUJ.  Cmrt 

sum  of  Sixty  pooads  by  the  Towa  of  Rnvrds'-^Cintr^  Setsmutiu  tee*. 
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pence  each>*  At  a  meeting,  August  8»  171 5,  Maiden  voted  to 
raise  twenty-four  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  sevenpence  '*  to 
defrey  y«  charg  of  mistick  bridg;"  for  which  the  selectmen 
soon  after  laid  a  town  rate  of  twenty-five  pounds  and  seven* 
pence. 

Disputes  with  Medford  and  presentments  at  the  Court  were 
not  unfrequent  during  the  succeeding  years  until  the  early  part 
of  1760,  when  the  town  refused  to  join  with  the  other  towns  in 
repairing  or  rebuilding  the  bridge;  and  a  committee  was  chosen 
to  carry  the  matter  before  the  General  Court  At  the  April 
session  of  the  Court  the  following  entry  was  made : 

[April  24,  1760,]  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Lynde  and  others,  aCoromit- 
tee  of  the  Town  of  Maiden,  Setting  forth  That  in  the  Year  1671.  the 

Great  and  General  Court  ordered  That  Medford,  Wobum,  Reading  and 

Maiden,  should  Build  and  maintain  the  one  half  of  a  Bridge,  lying  on 

Medford  River,  and  Charlcstown  the  other  half."  That  the  circum- 
stauces  ut  buui  iowns  are  biuce  greatly  alter'd.  And  Praying  that  the 
Town  of  Maiden  may  be  freed  from  that  charge  for  the  future.** 

Consideration  of  the  petition  was  referred  to  a  future  time; 
and  notice  was  given  to  the  other  towns,  who  answered  accord- 
ing to  their  several  interests.  The  reply  of  Woburn  gives  in 
review  some  of  the  reasons  adduced  in  the  Maiden  petition.  It 
says:  — 

I.  they  Sly  1  .nisiderable  part  of  the  Town  [Maiden]  that  Jmproued 
said  Hridg  in  tliat  Day  are  since  anexcd  to  the  Towns  of  Reading  and 
Stoneham  and  those  are  the  Persons  that  mostly  vse  said  bridg  :  to 
which  by  Jnformation  their  is  but  two  families  that  is  set  to  Reading 
from  said  maiden  that  go  ouer  said  bridg  more  than  one  apeace  in 
three  year  and  we  are  sencable  that  one  half  of  the  Town  of  maiden  must 
of  Necessity  go  the  same  way  to  boston  that  woburn  Doth  so  that  if  the 

•>  Brooks,  ffistory «/ AM/orj.  O5  .nppcar*  to  correct  the  error  of  the 

"  This  mu^t  he  an  error.     Tiicie  is  Maiden  commiMee. 

no  notice  in  the  Mass.  Colony  Kttorth  "ahotit  the  year  1657  The  Towns  of 

of  ihe  pas.sage  of  such  an  order  in  1671.  Charfstown  Medford  Woburn  Readme 

The  Council,  whn.r  records  from  1656  and  M.ilden  were  ordered  hv  ('own 

lo  i6S6.ire  not  known  to  he  iu  existence,  Kdateing  to  the  Bridge  at  Medford  as 

may  have  acted  in  the  matter;  but  the  followeth  (vis)  Charlstnwn  to  mainiain 

following  e.xtract  from  the  prtition  ..f  the  Southcrlv  half  of  s '  Kridpe  &  Med- 

Woburn  indicates  tli.it  .1  scukiuciu  hy  ford  woburn  Reading  and  Maiden  th6 

the  (Jcneral  Court  followed  the  order  northerly  half  Equally  between  them.** 

of  1657  which  Is  given  in  the  text,  and  Mast  .  /  .  fc,  rwi  /  1 

*  Ccterai  Court  Rtiords,  xxiii.  JJJ. 
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laid  bridge  be  nol  an  advantage  to  the  Town  of  maiden  it  is  No  benefit 
to  the  Town  of  woburo :  and  as  to  wobums  being  so  much  Larger  then 
the  1  own  of  maiden  it  Needeth  no  answer  the  Tax  bill  will  set  that  in 

a  True  Light 

2  Tlic  'I own  (jf  maiden  say  that  the  l.iiu-  being  Run  between  Chelsy 
and  ihuif  luwii  that  they  haue  a  Considerable  bridg  to  maintain  which 
bridge  as  we  apprihend  is  Not  So  Chargeable  to  the  Town  of  maiden  as 
a  Number  of  bridges  in  wobum.** 

The  reply  of  Medford  wa>  an  answer  not  onl\-  to  the  Maiden 
petition  but  to  those,  as  well,  of  the  towns  of  Woburnand  Read- 
ing, which  had  also  prayed  for  relief. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Pownall  Esq.  Captain  General  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  tin-  Massachu- 
setts Hay  aforesaid,  the  Hon"*^  his  Majesty's  Council  ami  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  June  2.'  1 760  

Whereas  the  Towns  of  Woboum,  Reading  &  Maiden  lately  Exhibited 
to  this  Hon*?*  Court  by  their  respective  Committees  their  Several  Peti- 
tions, requesting  your  Excellency  and  Honours,  that  the  said  Towns 
may  for  the  future  be  freeil  from  any  Charge  relating  to  the  Maintain- 
ing the  northerly  Half  of  a  Bridge  in  Medford  for  Reasons  therein 
mentioned. 

In  Answer  to  which  Petitions  we  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of.Medi<»d 
beg  Leave  to  offer  what  follows.  That  is  to  Say 

That  by  the  Acknowledgment  of  the  Petitioners  their  Predecessors 
and  they  have  been  at  the  Charge  of  Rejiairing  &  Keeping  in  good 
Order  Three  Quarters  of  the  northerly  Half  of  saitl  I'.ridge,  for  more 
than  an  Hundred  Years  past,  notwithstanding  their  frequent  applica- 
tions to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  his  Majesty's  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature  and  this  Hon^  Court,  to  be  freed  from  the  said  Charge,  Yet 
they  at  this  Time  of  Day  piay  to  be  excus'd  from  the  Charge  and  Trouble 
of  Maintaining  their  usual  Proportion,  Because  S;iy  they,  the  Town  of 
Medford  is  Enl  irg'd  and  grown  much  more  able  than  heretofore  and 
also  that  there  w^s  Land  Assign'tl  for  the  Maintenance  and  Conve- 
nience of  each  Half  uf  said  Bridge  also  that  they  are  straitned  for 
Room  on  the  northerly  Side  of  the  Bri<lge  for  Landing  Materials  for 
the  Repair  of  the  Same,  Also  that  they  are  at  a  great  Charge  in  main- 
taining Bridges,  Highways  &c  ;  Now  granting  the  Town  of  Medford  is 
Larper  than  herf  tofore,  vet  mir  Ch  irge*;  as  to  other  I'ridg.  >  (excc|itlnj^ 
the  Two  over  Medford  River)  are  more  in  Proportion  to  our  Bigness 

**  Miut,  Atthkifs^  cxxi  37^  The  bridge  nendoned  wu  that  ovar  Pines  River 
below  Black  Ann*s  Comer. 
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we  Apprehend  than  any  of  the  before  mentioned  Towns  —  and  as  to 
any  Lands  assigned  to  the  Building  or  Repairing  said  Bridge,  we  know 
not  of  any,  neither  have  heard  of  any  on  the  Northerly  Suit.-,  neither 
have  we  Receivd  any  mure  directly  or  Indirectly  than  about  liie  Sum 
of  Seventeen  Founds  towards  supporting  the  Southerly  Half  of  said 
Bridge  &  Causey  adjoyning,  Since  a  part  of  Charlestown  has  been  An> 
nexed  to  Medford,  Tho'  the  Charge  we  are  now  Obliged  to  be  at  in 
Order  to  Rebuild  said  Southerly  Half  of  the  Bridge  &  Cai;  <  v  will 
amount  to  more  than  an  Hundred  Pounds  as  near  as  we  can  think  —  As 
to  Room  the  said  Towns  have  the  same  that  tlie  Town  of  Medford  hns 
for  Lauding  Materials  for  Rebuilding  &  Repairing  said  Bridge.  More- 
over, The  aforesaid  Towns  make  a  much  greater  Use  of  said  Bridge  for 
Carting  &c  than  the  Town  of  Medford  aforesaid  does,  Who  maintain 
Five  Eighths  of  the  Same.  Besides  we  are  at  the  Charge  of  one  Half 
of  the  Bridge  over  the  Sime  River  at  a  Place  called  the  Wears,  where 
it  is  considerably  wider  than  where  the  first  mentioned  Bridge  is,  the 
Repairing  of  which  this  Year  we  Apprehend  wiU  amount  to  Twenty 
Pounds  at  least  to  us. 

Upon  the  whole  we  Humbly  Conceive  that  there  is  not  so  much  as 
the  Shadow  of  Reason  for  the  said  Towns  being  Excused  from  bearing 
the  Same  I'roijortion  of  Rebuilding  and  Keeping  in  good  Order  the 
said  Half  of  said  Bridge  which  their  Grandfathers  readily  agreed  to  do 
—  And  therefore  Entreat  your  Excellency  and  Honours  wou'd  nut  Lx- 
Cttse  said  Towns  from  bearing  the  Same  Proportion  of  the  Charge  of 
Rebuilding  &  Keeping  in  good  Order  said  Half  of  the  aforementioned 
Bridge  but  Dismiss  their  Petitions  which  Apprehend  are  vexations— > 

Your  Excellency's  &  Honours  most  Obedient  Hum!  Sen  ants 

Sam  Brooks  Francis  Whrhoxb  \ 

B  POOL  S&ioK  Tuns        ]  Mfdford.^ 

At  the  Gencfral  Court  in  June  a  coniniittcc  was  appointed  to 
"take  tlic  same  under  consideration;  but  they  made  no  report 
until  April  17,  1761,  when  the  ni.itter  was  recommitted,  perliaps 
in  consideration  of  a  prospect  of  an  early  settlement  being  made 
between  the  towns. 

At  a  town  mectinf^,  June  30,  1761,  Timothy  Sprai^ue,  F.dward 
Waite,  and  Stephen  Paine  were  appointed  "  to  act  what  they 
think  may  be  most  for  the  towns  ht ncfit  refcrincf  to  medford 
bridge  which  said  towns  arc  in  coiUrover-\-  alxuit."  The  recent 
annexation  to  Medford  of  a  portion  of  Charlcstown  on  the  south- 

^  Mau*  ArekiveSf  cacxi.  371. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 


455 


erly  baak  of  the  Mystic  had  thrown  the  bridge  and  its  approaches 
entirely  within  the  territory  of  the  former  town;  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  considered  desirable  for  several  reasons  that  that  town 
should  assume  its  complete  control.  Arrangements  were  made 
with  the  neighboring  towns;  and  Aiif^u!;t  i8,  1761,  a  committee 
acting  for  the  town  of  Medford,  for  sixteen  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings,  and  fourpence,  lawful  money,  paid  by  the  Maiden 
committee,  gave  a  release  of  "  all  the  said  town  of  Maldons  part 
of  supporting  said  Bridge  forever,"**  and  the  controversy  of 
more  than  a  hundred  years  was  at  an  end. 

Mystic  Bridge  was  not  the  only  bridge  out  of  its  limits  which 
the  town  was  called  upon  to  assist  in  maintaining.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  selectmen,  December  20,  1699,  a  county  rate 
amounting  to  four  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  threepence  was 
made  for  cambridg  great  bridg  and  othar  County  Charges/' 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  174^7,  no  action  was  taken  on 
a  question  referring  to  a  charge  with  Chelsea  in  repairing  the 
bridge  between  Benjamin  Waite's  and  David  Parker's,  and  the 
county  bridge  over  Pines  River  on  the  road  from  Black  Ann's 
Corner  to  Winnisimmet,  sometimes  called  the  Boston  Road. 
The  latter  bridge,  although  within  the  Maiden  line,  was  con- 
sidered of  more  advantac^e  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  and 
the  county  of  Essex  than  to  those  of  Maiden,  and  it  was  sotne- 
ttmes  a  charge  to  the  former  town.  A  committee  was  appiiinted 
by  the  Court  of  Sessions,  December  8,  1747,  to  *'  view  the  Bridi^c 
in  Maldon  between  Oliver's  Farm,  and  Black  Anne's  (which 
m^.  Benj':  Kent  inforni'd  the  Court  is  defective  &  dane^erous )." 
This  committee  rei^orted  in  tlie  fullowing  May  that  the)'  "  find 
the  same  to  1\  e  w  ithin  the  Township  of  M.ilden.  and  to  be  much 
decayed,  and  are  <»f  opinion  that  it  be  thoroughly  repaired  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be."  *^ 

Early  mention  is  made  of  Lewis's  Bridge,  through  which  the 

^  Maiden  Icnon  Records,  in  lo,  o    The  more   especially  as    the    ann.tlbiU  of 

Mystic  Bridge  waa  of  great  importance  Mcdford  have  treated  it  with  alight 

to  -^W  the  ronntrv  nbove  the  river.    Al-  attention. 

though  it  was  within  the  territory  of  MidJ.  Court  Records  —  Central St$' 

another  town,  I  have  considered  it  of  iiiwr/,  in  toc9. 
consequence  in  a  history  of  Maiden, 
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tide  flowed  into  the  meadow  of  Joseph  Hills  lying  between  the 
Reading  Ruad  ami  L  cdar  Hill.  reuibcrton'<^  Creek,  or  iiarveH's 
Brook,  which  it  spanned,  has  ceased  to  be  the  pleasant  stream 
of  yore  and  has  become  a  dirty  ditch  b\-  the  side  o{  the  ICastcrn 
Railroad  track,  and  Lewis's  liridi^e  a  mere  culvert  under  Main 
Street.    At  a  County  Court,  December  27,  1659, 

Mauldon  being  p'sentcd  for  a  defective  Bridge  neere  to  the  oidnaiy 

are  fined  two  Shill:  6**  &  are  injoyned  to  repayre  the  snme  before  next 
Court  on  Penalty  of  40*  &  to  pay  Costs  of  Court  z"  &  6''.*' 

The  City  Hall  now  stands  on  or  near  the  site  of  Abraham 
Hill's  ordinary  and  the  bridge  may  have  been  that  just  men- 
tioned or  that  which  crossed  the  Three  Mile  Brook  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Medford  and  Reading  Roads.  Both  these  bridges 
are  frequently  mentioned.  They  were  probably  rudely  built  of 
logs  and  so  continued  many  years.  John  Wilson  and  Joseph 
Green,  "  in  behalf  of  themselves  &  the  rest  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Maiden/'  appeared  before  the  Court,  April  13,  1725, 

to  answer  to  p'sentment  of  the  Grand  jurors  for  want  of  a  Bridge. 
They  declare  that  there  is  a  new  sufficient  Bridge  Erected  over  the  way 
that  is  iHresented.  are  dismissed  paying  fees  and  oosts.^* 

The  selectmen  of  Maiden  had  a  frequent  acquaintance  with 
the  Court  through  the  vigilance  of  the  Grand  Jury.  Two  years 
later  they  were  presented  "  for  not  keeping  in  good  repear  a 
Bridge  in  maiden  aforesaid  commonly  called  Lewis's  Bridge." 
They  failed  to  appear  when  cited  and  a  warrant  was  issued  ta 
secure  their  appearance  "to  answer  their  contempt."  At  the 
next  session  they  appeared  and  "  do  say  that  the  said  Bridge 
is  now  &  has  been  for  sometime  in  good  repair."  How  they 
were  purged  of  their  contempt  does  not  appear ;  but  it  is  to  be 
supposed  that  the  Court  was  satisfied,  as  they  were  dismissed 
after  paying  fees.** 

In  however  "good  repair"  Lewis's  Bridge  may  have  been  in 
1727,  it  soon  required  rebuilding.  At  a  meeting  held,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1 738,  the  town  refused  to  raise  money  "  to  defrey  the 

«  Midd.  Cmtri  Retordu  i-  194.  Ibid  .  Ctneral  Stsa«m,  April  ^ 

*  Ibid.,  Central  S<ssions,  in  loco.  June  13,  1727. 
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charj;c  that  tlic  surveyors  have  been  at  in  buildini^  the  new 
brRlL;c  near  the  meeting  hous;"hut  tlic  next  month  a  more 
liberal  spirit  jircvailcd,  and  fift)'  one  ponnds,  one  .shilling,  and 
one  penny  were  raised  for  "  building  the  new  bridf^e  near  the 
north  meeting  house  in  this  tow  n."  It  was  \'otc-d,  May  19,  1760, 
to  "  build  anew  the  bridge  called  Lewis's  and  the  bridge  by  nir 
Jsaac  Hills  with  stones  svhen  they  need  to  be  rebuilt."  Our 
fathers  were  not  given  to  haste.  Six  years  elapsed  before  it 
was  voted,  "[May  19.  1766]  To  Build  anew  the  l^ridge  at 
Lewises  creek  with  Stone  this  Year;  "  and  another  year  passed 
before  it  was  decided  '*  That  the  town  will  rebuild  the  bridg  by 
mr  Kettles  this  year  and  that  with  stone."**  That  the  work  in 
the  latter  instance  was  done  is  evident,  as  James  Kettell  was 
paid  in  Octobe  r,  1768,  for  "a  cart  to  carry  stons  to  build  the 
bridge  near  his  hou.se."  When  the  bridges  were  rebuilt  it  was 
voted,  after  the  usual  delay,  **  [May  18,  1 772,]  To  erect  Rails 
on  each  Side  the  two  Bridges,  near  the  North  Meeting  House, 
for  the  greater  Safety  of  Travellers." 

Other  bridges  are  mentioned.  At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  March 
13,  171^6,  the  selectmen  were  called  to  answer  "for  not  rei)air- 
ini^  a  bridge  over  a  Brook  neer  Capt  Uexters."^  Tlie  building 
of  Maiden  Bri<igc  at  Penny  Ferry  belongs  to  a  later  period. 

i  lie  charges  for  roads  and  bridges  appear  to  have  been  met 
at  times  with  liberalit)'  and  at  other  times  grudgingly,  although 
for  the  most  part  convenient  waj's  adapted  to  the  prevailing 
methods  of  travel  were  well  maintained.  In  1705  the  selectmen 
made  a  highway  rate  of  twenty  pounds,  (uie  shining,  and  six- 
pence.*' This  was  hardly  adequate  to  the  purjiosc ;  for  the 
next  year  the  selectmen  appeared  before  the  Court  to  answer 
"  for  the  Defect  of  y*  high  way  neer  Lewisses  Bridge,  Jnforming 

T.imr^  K^fpll,  who  added  to  the  the  cmn^c  "f      "  brook  having  been 

calling  of  a  tavern  keeper,  the  office  of  la.ilciuUy  ch.iiigru  within  the  last  forty 

a  deputy  sheriff  and  the  trade  of  a  years. 

baker,  now  kept  the  Rising  Eagle,  or  "  MUfd.  Court  Re(9rds — Ctntral  Ses- 

Hill's  Tavern,  to  which  he  had  recently  sions,  iu  lt\o. 

siici  ceded  by  hi.'*  marri.age  with  Sarah  "  This  was  proportioned  to  the  in- 

(Haven),  the  widow  of  Isaac  Hill,  the  habitants  of  the  north  and  south  sides 

former  landlord     The  bridge  by  WWW,  of  Harvell'a  Vrook  U  follotm:  to  the 

or  KetteU's,  was  near  the  present  south-  north  side,  £,\-i  III.  7d.;  tO  the  SOOth 

era  corner  of  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets,  side,  £,^  9s.  i  id. 
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the  Court  they  are  mended.""  In  1707  the  appropriation  was 
twcntj'  pounds  in  money,  and  the  same  sum  was  voted  in  1709; 
but  at  the  annual  meeting,  in  March,  171  f/j,  it  was  raised  to 
thirty  pounds,  "to  mend  jr*  high  wais."  During  the  distresii 
occasioned  by  the  issue  of  paper  money  in  the  earlier  half  of 
the  dghteenth  century,  the  appropriations  varied  from  time  to 
time  as  the  amounts  were  fixed  in  mon^  or  the  depreciated 
currency  of  the  several  issnes.  Reduced  to  twenty  pounds  in 
171 S,  the  amount  was  raised  to  one  hundred  pounds  in  1734 
and  was  the  same  in  1741.  For  many  years,  during  the  scarci^ 
of  ready  money,  much  of  the  highway  rate  was  worked  out  '* 
at  fixed  rates,  as  in  1 750,  when  the  work  of  a  man  with  a  cart  and 
two  pairs  of  oxen,  or  with  one  pair  of  oxen  and  a  horse,  was 
rated  at  six  shillings  and  fourpence  a  day.  With  one  pair  of 
oxen  and  a  cart  a  man  could  decrease  his  highway  tax  at  the 
rate  of  five  shillings  and  fourpence  a  day;  while  the  poorer  man, 
who  brought  his  hands  alone  to  the  task,  received  a  daily  quit* 
tance  of  two  shillings  and  eightpence.  The  custom  of  working 
out  taxes  was  not  wholly  abandoned  until  within  fifty  years. 
Many  an  old  inhabitant  now  living  has  wielded  the  shovel  and 
the  hoe  upon  the  town  highways  in  his  earlier  years. 

The  closing  of  even  the  most  important  roads  by  gates  was 
common  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  in  some 
instances  survived  to  a  time  within  the  memory  of  persons  now 
living.  This  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  straying  of  cattle 
from  the  fenced  farms  into  the  open  roads,  whence  they  might 
wander  into  the  woods  or  uninclosed  meadows.  At  first  this 
was  done  at  the  convenience  of  landowners  without  the  inter* 
vention  of  the  authorities  or  the  town ;  but  as  travel  increased 
and  the  great  inconvenience  of  frequent  gates  appeared,  it 
became  a  question  to  be  acted  upon  at  town  meetings  and 
sometime  even,  considered  by  the  Coun^  Court.  A  com> 
mittee  of  the  Court  made  a  report  in  1701  concerning  **  Gates 
in  Maiden,"  by  which  it  appears  that  they  were  ordered  "  to 
open  both  waycs  Kasie  for  Travailers ;  "  and  the  petition  of 
the  selectmen  of  Maiden,  "  for  the  hanging  of  a  Gate  neer  thc 
MmU.  C9mt Rt€9rd»—'Qtntrat SativtUt  July  9, 1706. 
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pound  by  Jsaac  Hills,"  was  allowed  in  1705.^  This  gate,  not 
far  from  the  site  of  the  Ci^  Hall,  may  have  crossed  the  Reading 
Road  or  closed  the  way  to  Medford.  The  roads  at  that  point 
were  narrow  and  no  indication  as  yet  existed  of  the  present 
square,  which  gradually  grew  by  the  appropriation  of  a  watering 
place  at  the  northwesterly  corner  of  the  roads. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  170^^  Leonard  Drown 
and  William  Teele  were  allowed  to  set  a  gate  and  fence  across 
the  highway  Betwene  John  willsons  and  Samuell  wayts  fence 
nere  the  apelltree."  They  were  to  pay  for  *'  the  fede  witlitn  the 
sad  Gate.**  The  next  year  this  privilege  was  given  to  William 
Teele  alone  upon  the  same  terms,  it  being  voted  that  he  may 
haue  Y  f^^^  Towns  land  between  y*  gate  and  The  landing 
places  [at  Sandy  Bank.]  "   In  March,  171^,  he  had  liberty 

To  feed  or  pastor  y*  Towns  land  at  Sandy  bank:  between  f  Gate 
neer  Le«riss  bridg  and  Lannard  drowns  land  this  presant  yeer  prouided 
f  tfi  Teel.  doe  maintain  a  gale  That  Shall  hang  well  a  Thwart  y*  way 

whare  y*  date  now  Stands. 

[March  i,  i7t?i;J  ro/^ :  y' will iatii  Teel  hes  libarty  Granted  for  y" 
presant  yeer:  io  jinproue  y*  land  that  lyeth  between  y"^  clay  pits  and 
goody  drowns  fenc  for  pastoring  —  and  also,  he  may  bang  agate  jn  y* 
usuall  place  neer  The  clay^ptts : 


»  AfM.  Court  Rf cords  -  Cmtrnl  Sts- 
/fim/.  March  iS,  170 y,;  March  13,  170}^. 

*  John  Wilson's  Und  was  on  th« 
south  side  and  SamTi*  1  W  iitc's  l.uul 
and  "the  apelltrec"  oit  the  nuriii  aide 
of  the  way  to  Sandy  linnk  at  the  corner 
of  the  great  road.  The  clay-pits  were 
ntai  by.  The  houi>e  of  William  Tccic 
on  the  small  piece  of  town  land,  at  the 
southerly  corner  of  the  roads,  is  the 
subject  of  a  note  el.*ewhere. 

The  land  and  house  of  Leonard 
Drown,  on  the  way  below  the  burying 
ground,  were  those  of  Robert  Calley.  who 
died  February  15.  170-1.  I^onard  Drown 
married  Widow  Mary  Calley  and  entered 
upon  the  estate  of  hts  preaecessor;  bat 
hi.s  occu))ani:y  was  not  of  long  di^r  iti  'ii. 
There  is  a  story  of  a  child  put  to  nurse 
with  the  wife  of  Leonard  Drown  by 
Jonathan  Sprague,  wlm  t.  fn^  !  t  <  iiform 
the  Court  of  the  name.s  of  it^  father  and 


mother,  and  wns  nViliycf!  t'  ^ivL  bonds 
to  save  the  town  from  chargc:>  concern* 
ing  it.  Wyman.  Gnuattgier  taut  EUattt 
cf  Charlfstpwti,  m.Tkf<!  an  ugly  intinia- 
tion  in  respect  la  Us  parentage.  Drown 
appears  to  have  left  his  wife  and  lived 
in  Charlcstown  with  John  Jr»hnst>n,  who 
married  his  sister  or,  perhaps,  his  ti.iugh- 
ter  by  a  former  marriage.  The  land  was 
mentioned  in  1714  as  "goody  drowns" 
and  as  Calley'.s  soon  after.  In  1737 
widow  Drown  and  Rol)ert  Call,  y,  the 
son,  sold  seven  acres  on  the  south  side 
of  the  burying  ground  to  John  Wute 
of  Lynn.  This  land  afterw.ird.s  became 
a  part  of  the  Green  farm  and  was  Icnown 
as  the  John  Waite  pasture  until  recent 
y[,tr^  Wli-lr  excavations  were  being 
made  on  Converse  Avenue,  a  few  years 
since,  imScaiifMii  of  a  cellar  were  found, 
which  probably  belonged  to  the  Calley 
house. 
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This  privilege  was  granted  yearly  to  William  Tccle,  during 
ills  life;  and  after  his  death  it  was  voted  to  his  widow,  Mary 
Teele,  in  1719,  when  she  had  liberty  "  To  hang  a  gate  a  thort 
sandy<bank  high-way  ncer  her  hous,  and  to  haue  y*  beneht  of 
y*  feed  or  pastor  in  y*^  buring  place." 

In  1709  it  is  recorded  that  "  Seuerall  parsons  hauc  desired  to 
hang  a  gate  a  cross  y*  Town  high-way  between  williaiii  waits 
and  dextars  Rox:  and  jt  js  granted  by  a  vote. "  The  report 
relating  to  a  road  "  between  James  Houes  and  boston  Rhoad," 
in  1710,  was  accepted  by  the  town, 

prouided  y*  proprietors  of  y'  land  shall  not  be  compeUl  To  fenc  on 
each  side  of  %^  way  but  haue  libarty  to  hang  and  maintain  Gates  be- 
tween each  propriotars  land  upon  sd  way. 

The  County  Court,  in  1713,  allowed  the  petition  of  the  inhab* 
itants  of  Maiden 

for  the  Removeing  of  Three  gales  standing  athwart  the  highway  set- 
tled by  the  Justices  of  s**  County  Anno :  Doni.  1710  that  lyes  on  y*  out- 
side of  the  Towns  Land  in  -f  possession  of  the  minister.*' 

Liberty  was  given  Joseph  Waite,  in  1714,  to  hang  three  gates 
on  the  town  highways  in  Scadan :  — 

one  acros  The  way  neer  To  dextars  Rocks,  one  on  y*  way  y*  leads 
Towards  Samuel  greens,  and  one  on  y*  way  y*  leads  Towards  Zachre 
hills  for  this  presant  yeer. 

Seven  years  later  Nathaniel  Jenkins  entered  his  "decent" 
against  the  following  vote:  — 

[March  y*  13:  1720  21 J  Sam"  wayte — danielnewhall  —  nalh:  upham 
—  sam?  newhall  —  eben  upham  —  eben  hils  —  sami  Green  —  And 
Abraham  skiner  desireth  liberty  of  The  Town  To  hang  foure  Gates 

a  thurt  y*  Towns  high-way :  one  neer  To  nath  Jenkins  —  one  a  thort 
y*  way  leading  to  swains  pond  one  upon  The  line  of  The  s!u  cpristor : 
and  one  a  thurt  The  way  neer  To  willi.ini  ])rats — The  Town  hes 
Granted  there  desier  by  A  vote  att  y  abous '  Metmg : 

The  obstruction  of  highways  by  gates  was  now  beginning  to 
be  met  with  disfavor,  as  appears  in  the  following  votes :  — > 

•»  Mtdd.Comrt  Rteords-^GentraJ  Set-   gates  from  the  W»y  between  Tltomu 

siriiu  April  It,  i-i;,.  Tin-  (iiftlrultics  Skinner's  and  thfl  meeting  hoUM  have 
which  attended  the  removal  of  these    been  noticed. 
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[May  12-  ^lc>'^\  it  was  put  to  vote  to  see  if  the  town  will  grant 
liberty  to  Jo.sLi>h  \\  illson  to  hang  a  gate  for  one  year  near  his  hous 
upon  the  town  road  that  leads  to  wormwood  pomt  upon  this  consider- 
ation that  said  Willson  alows  the  tovm  ten  shillings  for  said  liberty  and 
it  past  in  the  affirmative 

it  was  pot  to  vote  to  se  if  the  town  will  giant  any  other  person  or 
persons  libera  to  hang  and  keep  up  a  gate  or  gates  on  any  other  load 
or  roads  belonging  to  the  town :  and  it  past  in  the  n^etive 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  173^  the  privilege  of 
Joseph  Wilson  was  not  renewed,  and  the  town  refused  to  allow 
Ebenezer  Pratt  to  close  the  way  to  the  landing  place  at  Moul- 
ton's  Island.  Wilson  either  disregarded  or  disputed  the  vote  of 
the  town ;  and  at  a  later  meeting  the  interposition  of  the  Court 
was  asked. 

[July  5.  1 739]  wt  That  mr  Timothy  Sprague  shall  request  in  behalf 
of  said  town,  of  his  Mi^^esty's  Justices  of  the  sessions  of  the  peace  to 
be  holden  at  Cambridge  the  tenth  day  of  this  instant  July  that  there 

may  not  be  any  gate  hang  acros  any  town  road  in  said  town  conterary 
to  a  vote  of  the  town  and  to  the  damage  of  any  of  the  inhabitants 

thereof 

Timothy  Sprague  presented  his  petition  and  motion  to  the 
Court  at  Cambridge,  and  the  case  was  referred  to  the  December 
term.  The  landowners  at  Wormwood  Point  may  have  had 
some  prescriptive  rights  which  were  considered  valid.  The 
following  petition,  which  was  preferred  to  the  selectmen,  indi- 
cates fears  of"  a  needless  contention :  "  — 

To  ihe  Seie^f  men  of  The  Town  of  maUin. 

Gentlemen  — Whereas  at  a  General  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town,  on  the  fifth  Day  of  July  Timothy  Sprague  was  Chosen 
as  Agant  for  said  Town  To  prefer  amotion  on  the  Towns  behalf  I'o  the 

Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  To  be  held  at  Cambrid-c  on 
the  tenth  of  Jtilv  last  by  adjourn'  Desiering  that  the  Gate  which  Joseph 
Willson  S<  I  \ip  On  tht-  way  Leading  To  wormwood  point  might  be  re- 
moved and  fearing  the  Consequence  of  Involving  the  Town  in  a  need- 
less Contention,  we  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  Desier 
that  in  your  next  warrant  for  a  General  meeting  in  said  Town  you  would 
insert  such  words  as  these  viz'  that  they  Give  their  vote  wht  ther  they 
will  recall  tlu-  prnver  (^tivcn  To  Timothy  Spr.isne  agent  for  the  Town 
of  maldin  Respecting  the  removal  of  Joseph  Willsons  Gate  Slauding  on 
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the  way  Leading  To  wormwootl  point,  ami  also  whether  they  w  ill  w  rJi- 
draw  the  motion  made  by  the  said  Timotliy  Spraguc  on  the  lowns 
behalf  Be  fi>re  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  held  at 
Cambridge  in  July  Last  by  adjournment  for  the  removing  the  said  Gate, 
(which  Is  Continued  Till  December  Court  next.)  in  Doing  which  you 
will  we  humbly  conceive  Ser\  c  the  Interest  of  the  said  Town  as  well 
as  Gratify  Cientlemen  your  Humble  Serv" 
Maldin  Sept.  25.  1739. 


This  petition  received  no  favorable  attention.  The  case  was 
continued  from  Court  to  Court  until  May  20,  1740,  when  the 
petition  was  dismissed. 

While  travelling  was  entirely  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  the 
inconvenience  of  gates  was  not  great;  but  the  gradual  introduc* 
tion  of  chaises  and  other  vehicles  rendered  unobstructed  roads 
desirable.  Little  thereafter  appears  concerning  gates  across 
county  and  town  roads,  save  on  the  less  travelled  ways,  where 
some  rights  were  still  granted   At  the  annual  meeting, 

[March  4,  1 765 J  Jt  was  put  to  vote  to  see  if  the  town  will  give 
liberty  to  mr  Samuel  Green  and  others  to  run  a  fence  between  ell 
pond  and  the  high  way.  provided  they  leve  a  convenient  way  open  for 

watering  of  (  Mttle  at  the  pond  And  kee])  convenient  drnw  bnrs  or 
a  gUe  for  ]n-<i[il<'  to  piss  ind  repiss  with  tlu  ir  teams  iu  the  usual  place 
of  their  jjomg  to  and  from  said  pond  with  their  flax.  .Vnd  it  past  in 
the  affermative. 

Some  old  crates,  doiibtU--^-^,  remained  for  a  uliilc  The  way 
to  Wt'i  nnvood  I'oint  was  so  .stopped  for  man\'  \  ears,  and  the 
purliun  towards  the  ri\'er  and  landing  place  i^radually  merj^ed 
ill  the  adjoining  laii(l>.  The  road  to  the  burying  ground  and 
landint:;  place  at  Sandy  Bank  was  closed  by  a  gate  until  nearly 
the  middle  of  the  present  century. 

**  Original  MS.  in  the  possessioo  of  Artemai  Barrett  ol  Hdrote^  i8d6. 
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John  Green  Jun".** 


Samuel  Stower 
Joseph  Caswell 
Jabgz  Sarceant 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

DAVID  PARSONS  AND  JOSEPH  £M£RSON. 

AFTER  the  death  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  the  spirit  of  strife 
revived;  and  out  of  the  church  came  discontents  and 
evils,  which  kcjjt  the  town  uneasy  for  the  next  three  years. 
More  than  four  months  elapsetl  after  the  death  of  the  pastor 
before  an\'  action  was  taken  towards  fdlin'^'  his  place.  Then  a 
meeting  was  held  with  the  following  result :  - 

[October  24,  1705]  The  town  was  warned  to  (iiue  there  con- 
currenc  jn  y*  churches  actt  Jn  chosing  M'  Medceff  to  be  there  Minister 
for  fiae  or  six  months  A  vote  was  cald  for :  and  tber  came  jn  one  and 
thiiQf  vots  for     Medceff  and  not  one  vote  for  any  other  man. 

In  the  face  of  this  apparent  unanimity  twenty-one  persons 
immediately  entered  their  *'  decent"  upon  tlie  record  against  the 
action  of  the  town ;  and  in  December, 

The  meting  being  warned  to  Raise  a  suply  of  money  for  y'  main- 
tainanc  of  the  misestrey  jt  was  put  to  vote  whether  y*  town  wotdd  Raise 
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aney  money  for  y'  end  And  y'  vote  past  on  y*  negitive :  and  nothing 
was  don  jn  y'  mattar. 

That  preaching  was  continued  appears  from  a  vote  passed  at 
a  nicctinLj  in  the  following  March,  by  which  Mrs.  Wiggleswurth 
was  paid  four  .shilU:ij^o  "  for  her  entertaining  y«  ministars  sine 
M*"  Wigglcsworth  dcccs'' :  which  is  30  weeks."  At  the  same 
nicciing  it  was  voted  "  y'  ther  shall  be  3.  10.  O.  money  Raised 
for  Mctcaf."  An  additional  vote  to  raise  no  money  for  the 
ministry  for  the  ensuing  year  was  hardly  in  the  spirit  of  the 
others. 

Meanwhile  the  cluuxli  appears  to  have  striij^gled  with  the 
question  of  a  settlement  of  a  pastor;  and,  liavmg  nominated 
two  candidates,  Mr.  Joseph  Metcalf  [11.  C.  1703]  and  Mr.  John 
Barnard  [II.  C.  1700],  a  meeting  of  the  town  was  called, 
May  24,  1706,  fur  an  agreement.  At  this  meeting  the  school- 
master "natt  waite  [was]  jmproued  as  a  moderator,"  and  Mr. 
Metcalf  had  "  2$  vots  for  him  To  be  y*  towns  minister."  To 
this  record  the  clerk  added :  "  Ther  was  about  tweluc  men 
which  did  enter  ther  decent  a  gainst  y"  abou  %^  choice:  namly 
Isaac  Hill  Richard  pratt  Jonathan  Sprague  Sam'  Spraguc 
Jonathan  Sargeant  The  Waite  Sen»:  Tho.  burditt  Sen'  Sam" 
Waite  Sen'.  Sam"  Waite  Jun'  Jacob  Wilson  John  Wilkenson 
Sen'  Edward  Sprague."  Finally  the  meeting  passed  the 
following  vote,  which  eflfectually  prevented  the  calling  of  Mr. 
Metcalf  or  any  one  else :  — 

It  was  putt  to  vote  whether  y*  town  would  Raise  aney  money  to 
maintain  The  ministrey  among  us  And  ^  vote  past  on  y^  negitiae. 
The  moderator  said  )t  was  no  vote. 

Two  months  later  the  town  was  in  better  humor,  and  passed 
a  vote  of  concurrence,  "  The  Church  hauing  latly  made  choice 
of  M' Jerimiah  Wise'  to  be  there  minister."  Whatever  action 
may  have  followed  this  meeting,  it  came  to  nought,  and  Mr. 
Wise  went  to  Berwick.  The  church  made  another  choice,  with 
a  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion.  A  meeting  was  warned, 
November  15,  1706, — 

1  Jeremiah  Wise  [il.  C.  1700],  a  son  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Berwick 
of  the  Rev.  John  Wise  of  Ipswich.  He  forty-eight  years. 
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To  se  whether  y*  town  woul  1  concur  with     church  jn  the  Choice 

y*  haue  made  of  m'  Corwin  :  maigor  part  of  y'=  church  with  seuerall 
of  y*"  town  Refused  to  vote  saying  y"  proseetiings  were  nott  leguall : 
y^  Rest  of  y*"  town  presant  brogt  jn  There  votes  nonconcurrauc  for 
m'  Corwin.' 

Three  months  now  passed,  and  the  church  again  took  action ; 
and  the  town  was  called,  t'ebruary  21,  170^  7,  to  concur  in  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Peter  Thacher  [H.  C.  1706J.  The  record  says: 
**y«  vots  were  called  for  ja  and  ther  was  31  vots  which  was  The 
maimer  part  considerable."  Matters  proceeded  so  far  with  Mr. 
Thacher  that  a  settlement  was  voted  in  April  as  follows :  — 

^  /'/f'rt'That  M'  Thacher  shtill  haue  fifty  pounds  per  ycare  in  mony  and 
ti»c  use  of  the  par-,eiiag  housing  Hn<l  land  ami  a  sufirent  suply  ot  fire- 
wood lade  at  his  dore  and  the  benilet  of  Strangres  mony  all  this  so  long 
as  he  carieth  on  the  work  of  the  minestrey  amongst  us  in  maiden. 

There  are  now  indications  of  an  open  breach  between  the 
church  and  the  town.    At  a  meeting  of  the  latter,  held  June  15, 
"notes  was  called  for  in  and  M'  CIai)e^was  deary  noted  for 
and  chosen  to  Be  this  towns  minestar  in  order  to  setelmcnt;  " 
and  Deacon  John  (ireenland  and  Corporal  Samuel  Green  were 
chosen  to     lay  the  townes  uote  Before  m'  Clape."    At  the 
same  lime,  the  salary  and  privileges  which  had  been  offered 
Mr.  Thacher  were  voted  for  the  *' incoriging "  of  Mr.  Clap, 
"and  it  wase  a  cleare  uot;  "  and  the  selectmen  were  authorized 
to  agree  with  Isaac  Hill  and  John  (jreen  "for  the  entertaining 
minesters  for  time  past."    No  reference  was  made  to  the  church 
in  this  matter,  but  the  fact  that  the  town  was  choosing  a  minis- 
ter was  emphasized.    This  meeting  was  apparently  held  under 
Ihe  pressure  of  an  indictment  by  the  Grand  Jur\-,  which  hastened 
the  independent  action  of  the  town ;  but  it  was  barren  of  results, 
and  Mr.  Clap's  prospective  settlement  promised  no  better  cnd- 

Cleorgc  Curwcn,  a  nalive  of  Salem        '  Probably  Nathaniel  Clap  (H.  C. 

[H.  C.  1701],  and  afterwards  minister  1690),  a  native  of  Dorehester,  who,  with- 

of  the  First  Chi:r.  h  in  Iils  rui!:  .  u  town,  out  a  church,  was  then  preaching  at 

He    married    Mchitable    rarkm.in,  a  New|K}rt  on  Rhode  Island,  where  he 

gianddaaghter  of  Captain  John  \Vayt«  commenced  in  1695.  continainf  his  lalwri 

atu!         father  of  Samuel  Curwcn,  the  in  the  midst  of  difhtulti<  s  .ir.d  tri.ds 

noted  loyalist,  whose  diary  and  letters,  until  1720,  when  a  church  was  formed 

illustrating  the  dajw  preceding  the  Revo-  and  he  became  its  pastor. 
Itition,  form  a  volume  of  value. 
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iag  laan  the  .:hers.  The  C  :  _.".:>•  C*:^-:':.  which  met  at  Charier- 
town  in  Juiy,  «»ppiied  iiic  spur  to  tac  u;ia.:orj'  tovra  by  the 
following  order :  — 

The  Court  on  Consideraiioa  that  the  To^rn  of  mal  ign  wh  ?  nol*ith- 
standing  they  haue  been  p'aeiued  iji  y  wani  oi"  a  i^tucu  mim&ter 
aoooiduig  to  Lav  &  also  bancing  been  Strictly  ordered  bv  y*  Court  to 
whom  they  veie  patented  to  prouide     Seltics  of  [a]  Settled  minister^ 

are  yet  without  a  Settled  minister  The  Court  order  that  they  foithwith 
prouide  y*  Sel  ies  of  a  Settkd  minister  '  v  next  Quarter  Sessions  for 
Midd*,  or  the  (.oart  vnVi  proced  them  accordmg  to  y*  btc  act  of 
jr*  Province  ibr  mamtammg  and  propcaung  Religion  by  Entering  tbeire 
Complamt  to  y*  Geneiall  anembly,  y*  so  they  may  be  proceeded 
aocoiding  to  y*  Seoeiity  of  Said  act.* 

In  consequence  of  this  order,  the  selectmen  appeared  at  the 
Court,  September  9,  and  "  made  answer  y'  they  haue  applycd 
them  Selucs  to  m'  Clap  and  are  waiting  for  his  answer.*** 
Three  weeks  later  they  again  appeared  before  the  Court, 

Jnfonnmg  y  Court  that  they  haue  been  p'sueing  iheirc  caU  to 
m'  Clap  and  a  few  dajfs  since  Receiued  his  Answ*  in  y*  N^tine,  and 
praying  the  Courts  ^nf  for  a  little  longer  time  to  ptoceed  to  apply  to 
another  in  order  to  Settlm*.* 

A  meeting  of  the  town  was  held,  October  5.  being  "  warned 
By  order  of  the  selectmen,"  and  twcnly-fivc  pounds,  in  nuiney, 
were  raised  for  the  ministry  for  six  months.  No  action  towards 
a  permanent  sctllciucnt  was  taken  until  November  24,  when  a 
public  meeting  was  "  warned  by  order  of  a  Justcs  of  the  peace," 
and  the  town,  b\'  a  vote  of  fortv-one  in  the  affirmative  and  none 
in  the  tieijative,  concurred  with  the  church  in  the  choice  of  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Gookin  [II.  C.  1703J.  A  settlement  was  voted  by 
whicii  he  was  to  have  a  yearly  salary  of  sixty  pounds*  the  use 
of  the  parsonage,  and  the  "  naked  money  that  comes  in  to  the- 
Boxe."  This  action  the  selectmen  duly  reported  to  the  Court,, 
saying,  — 

that  they  haue  had  a  gencrall  meeting  of  the  Town  and  are  in  a  hope 
full  way  of  being  Supplyed,  hauewg  applyed  them  Sdnes  to  vf  Gookin, 
and  are  waiting  for  his  Answ'.* 

•  dVtdJ.  Court  Rtcordi,  —  Geturti Settimu,  July  i,  1707.      •  Ihld.,  Sept.  30.  1 707, 

•  IbM.,  S«pt.  9, 1707<  ^  Ihid*  Dec  ^  tj^j. 
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The  application  to  Mr.  Gookin  had  no  better  issue  than  the 
others.  Preaching  was  continuedi  apparently  without  interrup- 
tion. At  a  meeting  held  January  26,  170^,  Isaac  Hill,  the  inn- 
holder,  was  allowed  two  shillings  and  ninepence  for  each 
Sabbath  that  ministers  were  entertained  at  his  house,  ''exept 
M'  Tufts  days  that  he  preached ; "  and  it  was  further  "  noted 
That  the  mtnesters  shall  Be  intertained  at  John  Greens  house  ^ 
whilest  the  Town  mcating  in  March  next" 

The  next  candidate  was  Mr.  Joseph  Parsons  [H.  C.  1697], 
who  was  the  choice  of  the  church  and  received  forty  votes, 
with  none  dissentient,  at  a  town  meeting,  February  6,  170^^. 
He  was  offered  the  salary  and  privileges  that  had  been  offered 
Mr.  Gookin ;  and  a  committee  of  six  was  chosen  to  confer  with 
him.  Lieutenant  Henry  Green,  who  was  a  selectman  and  had 
been  moderator  of  the  meeting,  reported  to  the  Court  that 
*'  they  are  in  p'suance  of  a  Complyance  vi^  m*  Joseph  Parsons 
who  hath  taken  the  matter  into  Consideration,  and  they  are 
waiting  for  his  answer."* 

The  result  of  the  "  consideration  "  of  Mr.  Parsons  was  not 
favorable  and  the  spring  and  summer  passed  without  a  settle- 
ment. Tlie  town  raised  sixty  pounds,  money,  for  the  support 
of  the  ministry  during  the  year,  and  passed  several  votes  relat- 
ing to  the  care  of  the  transient  supplies  and  candidates  which 
the  church  procured.  It  was  "  noted  That  the  menister  shall 
fie  intertained  at  John  Greens  sener  his  hous ; "  and  soon  afler, 
a  claim  of  Isaac  Hill  for  a  tike  service  at  the  rate  of  three  shil- 
lings for  each  day  was  refused ;  but  he  was  allowed  two  shillings 
and  ninepence  a  day  as  befbre, "  exept  m'  Tufts  and  for  his 
entertainment  o-i»-6^  per  sabbath." 

Meanwhile  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  town  became  more 
unsettled  and  the  divisions  increased.  So  hopeless  was  the  out- 
look and  so  far  it  seemed  from  any  change  for  the  better,  that 
in  September  Lieutenant  Henry  Green  and  John  Green,  t^vo  of 
the  selectmen,  threw  themselves  and  the  town  upon  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court;  and  the  Court,  acting  with  promptness, 
made  a  settlement  of  the  affair  at  once. 

*  iVnAA  Cpun  Rettrdt, — GtHend  Stssimt,  Mafcb  9^  170!^ 
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V  Henr)'  Green  and  Jn°  Green  of  maldjn  appearing  in  Court  to 
Jafonn  the  Couit  refeiring  to  their  Providing  them  Selues  w*^  a  Settled 
minister  p^suant  to  the  order  of  y*  last  Sessions,  Jnfonned  the  Court, 
that  they  haue  had  Severall  meetings  of  the  Church  and  one  of  the 

Towne  in  order  to  y*  accomodatting  that  affaire  referring  to  a  minister, 
but  can  make  nothing  tnke  effect,  lait  yet  are  in  a  verry  unsettled  and 
Divided  frame,  and  bo  hke  to  Continue  and  leaue  them  Selues  to  the 
pleastire  of  y*  Court 

The  Court  haueing  from  Court  to  Court  in  theire  Seuerall  Respectioe 
Se»ions  for  a  long  time  p'suant  to  Directions  of  an  act  for  Settlm*  of 
ministers  called  the  Town  of  Maldon  before  them  to  answ*  to  y'  p'sentm' 
by  y*  Grand  jury  for  being  without  a  Settled  inini^tcrnccordinc;  to  I^iw, 
and  haneing  passed  severall  onier^  \\\)'.m  v  s'  lijun  to  i  rLivide  them 
Selues  of  an  orthodox  minister  and  to  make  ihcire  Return  of  theire  do- 
ings theirein  to  y*  next  Courts  of  Sessions,  all  which  orders  proveing 
jDeflectnall,  and  they  Still  so  continueing  and  like  so  to  do  being  in  an 
unsettled  and  Divided  frame  and  Leaving  them  Sclues  to  y*"  Court  for 
to  use  theire  pleasure  w'**  them  as  to  that  affaire.  The  Court  Do  unani- 
mously agree  and  Conclude  as  followcth  That  m'  'rhoma<;  Tnfft<;  is  a 
Suitable  p'Mjn  qualified  as  aforesd  for  the  Worke  of  the  ministry  in  that 
Town  of  Maldon,  and  see  cause  to  Settle  him  there  in  that  Worlte  And 
Do  Older  the  Town  of  Maldon  to  pay  him  for  his  maintenance  during 
bis  Continuance  in  S*  Worke  amongst  them  after  y*  Rate  of  Seventy 
pounds  money  p'  annum  The  Same  to  be  Levied  upon  y*  Respectiue 
Jnbabitanis  ttc* 

Mr.  Thomas  Tufts  [H.  C  1701]  was  of  the  Mystic  Side  fam- 
ily and,  being  in  some  measure  a  prophet  in  his  own  country^ 
may  not  have  been  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Maiden.  Per- 
haps his  talents  were  not  remarkable ;  for  his  appointment  by 
the  Court  seems  to  have  been  the  nearest  he  ever  came  to  a 
permanent  settlement.  Thus  pushed  by  the  Court  and  threat- 
ened with  a  pastor  not  of  their  choice,  the  church  and  town 
quickly  put  themselves  *'  in  a  very  hopeful  way  of  a  loveing 
AgreemV*  The  following  record  of  the  town  meeting  and  the 
accompanying  petition  to  the  General  Court  tell  the  story  in  a 
quaint  and  not  uninteresting  manner:  — 

October 

27:  1708  A  publick  Town  meting  Lef  Henry  Green  moderater  Jn 
order  to  the  Townes  concomnce  with  the  Chirch  in  Thare  Choyse 

*  Midd,  CMftJttemlSt — Gemtni  Settitm*,  Sept.  14,  170S. 
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of  m'  dauid  panons  to  Be  the  towns  minester  in  order  [to]  setel- 
ment  and  notes  was  called  for  to  Be  Brat  in  for  that  purpos  and 
thare  came  in  53  uotes  for  m'  dauid  parsons  to  Be  the  town??  min- 
ester in  order  to  setelment  And  thare  came  in  none  to  the 

contary 

uoUii  That  the  i  uwn  will  alowe  ra'  dauid  parson;,  lor  his  iiicorigement 
60  pounds  per  year  in  mony  and  the  use  and  benifet  of  tiie  parti- 
neg  and  the  town  to  put  the  partineg  in  Repair  and  all  the  naked 
mony  that  comes  in  to  the  Box  so  longe  as  he  setells  hcare  and 
contineues  in  the  worke  of  the  minestaiy  amounht  us  here  in 
maiden 

uotai  Lef  i  hoinas  newhall  Edward  Sprague  Sam"  Green  sen  and  En- 
nn  phinas  upham  To  Goe  to  se  to  Gite  apoUtton  draue  to  present 
to  the  Gereiall  Corte  for  the  taken  of  the  quarter  sessions  order 
oonsaming  m'  Thomas  Tufts  Being  the  minester  of  maiden 

A  true  Cope  Atest  John  Gxesh  Town  darik 

John  fausdick  Eblnezer  hills 

BBNUMIN  WITTBMOR  JOHN  UNDS  jUMIER 

NATHANIEL  WAITB  JOSEPH  WATTE 

Samuel  bokiun  peter  TDfls 

Samufi.  waft  IUNIER  WM  I  IAM  WAHT 

THOMAS  oAks  Lemuel  Jenkins 

Wee  abouc  named  enter  our  desents  because  wc  doe  conceive  here 
is  a  contempt  of  the  authority 
3 1  we  are  not  able  to  maintaine  two  ministers 

We  aboue  named  da  anter  our  decents  a  gainst  your  prucedens  this 
day  l>ecos  we  doue  con  ceue  it  tis  a  contemp  of  a  authority  and  we  dott 
thnk  we  are  not  abi  to  roantaia  two  minesters  at  once."* 

To  his  Ex?  Joseph  Dudley  Esq'.  Caff.  General  GoverpT  in  Chief, 
etc.  .  .  .  in  General  Court  Assembled y*  20"'  of  October  iyo8. 

TJie  Petition  of  Thomas  Newhall,  Edward  Sprnc^ie,  Samuel  Green  & 
Phineas  L  pliarn,  Jn  the  name  &  by  Appointra!  of  y*  Town  of  Maiden 
May  it  please  y'  Ex'7 
&  this  Hon*^  Assembly. 

The  Church  &  Town  of  Maiden  ever  Since  the  Death  of  the  Rev^ 
M!  Wigglesworth  their  late  Pastor  about  Three  years  Since  have  w'^  all 
manner  of  Application  Endeavoured  a  New  Settlem'  of  tlie  Ministry 
among  them,  and  given  an  Jnvitation  to  Several  worthy  Gentlemen  to 

^  Mat*.  Archives^  ki.  276.  The  ment,  a  copy  of  whidi  is  entered  in  the 
cent''  appears  to  be  the  original  docn-  town  reconto. 
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I'reach  w'f*  them  for  a  lastc  of  their  Gifts  Jii  Order  to  a  further  procee- 
dure  but  have  been  Obstructed  of  Obtaining  tbeir  desire  by  some  few 
of  their  Brethren  Neighbours  laying  Discouragements  in  y*  way.  And 
the  Town  have  been  under  presentui*f  fore  being  Destitute  of  a  Minis* 
ter,  Altho  Her  Ma'>  Justices  have  been  Indulgent  to  them  from  time 
to  time  Adviseing  them  to  a  good  Agreem'  among  themselves  But  fin- 
ally in  Sept'  last  appointed  a  Mmist*  One  M'  Tuflts  to  come  to  them, 
sonic  tune  before  vi".^  the  Church  had  made  an  Jnvitation  to  One 
David  Parsons  then  at  Long  Jshmd,  who  so  far  Accepted  thereof,  as  to 
come  down  thereupon.  And  the  last  Ix>tds  day  Visited  &  preached  to 
them  part  of  the  day,  being  the  first  Sabbath  of  W  TufRs  preaching,  & 
on  the  Munday  tullowing  the  Church  met,  And  gave  a  Call  to  M'  Par- 
sons, their  being  Thirty  one  Voters  present,  of  w*^''  he  had  the  Votes  of 
Twenty  Six,  the  others  not  Voting  at  all,  and  on  y'  ^^  edncsday  after, 
the  Town  met  &  pass'd  a  Vote  in  Concurrance  w'.''  the  Churcii  by  Fifty 
three  Votes,  w^  is  by  &r  tiie  greater  p'  of  the  whole  Town  there  being 
but  Twelve  that  has  descented.  l^ey  have  Also  Treated  w^  Par- 
sons abl  Maintenance,  so  that  both  Church  &  Town  are  in  a  very  hope- 
ful  way  (jf  a  Un  eing  Agreem'  &  good  Settlem!of  a  Minister  of  their  own 
Chuseing  to  Mutual  Satisfaction. 
.  We  Therefore  humbly  pray  That  this  Hon*"'.*  Court  would  be  pleased 
to  Direct  That  the  afore  recited  Order  of  the  Quarter  Ses^ons  may 
[be]  Surperceded  set  aside  &  made  Void 

And  Yof  Pet?  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  every  Pray  &C. 

Boston  Oct!  aS^^  1708.  Tho  Newi^all 


aS*."  Oer.  1708  Jn  Cfiuneil 

Readon^  Ordered  That  the  Player  of  this  Pet^  be  Granted,  so  far 
that  the  Order  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  be  Stayed  until  the  Issue  of  the 
affair  referring  to  m'  Parsons.   Sent  dawn  for  Concunance 

Js^  Addingtok  Seery, 

Jn  tite  House  of  Rtp^sentaiwes  Otter  29*  ;  170H  Read  and  Passed 
a  Concurrence  THomas  Ouver  Speaker}^ 

Mr.  Parsons  was  apparently  not  immediately  ordained ;  nor 
does  an  agreement  with  him  appear  to  have  been  made  without 
considerable  deliberation  on  the  one  part  or  the  other  At  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  170^,  John  Pratt  and  Joseph  Green 
were  allowed  forty  shillings  '*to  Beare  thare  charges  in  thar 


Edwari*  Sprague 

SaMAUF.LL  (iRKN 
PhINEHAS  Vl'HAJI 
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tiiougc  of  fetching  m'  parsons  from  Spring  ficlde;"  and  it  was 
^'  uoted  That  the  Town  will  Alowc  m'  parsons  20  coard  of  wood 
per  >  ear  and  yearly  so  Longc  as  he  cares  on  the  worke  of  the 
mincstry  Amonght  us  And  the  wood  to  be  Lade  at  his  dowr." 
In  April  Jacob  Winslad  was  allowed  eighteen  shillings  for  *'y* 
hier  of  his  hors  to  Spring-feild  to  fech  m'  parsons."  In  Oc- 
tober a  vote  was  passed  by  which  his  year  was  made  to  begin 
•on  the  first  of  April,  and  his  salary  was  to  be  paid  in  half- 
yearly  instalments.  It  Is  probable  that  he  was  ordained  during 
the  early  summer  of  that  year,  as  in  May,  172 1,  he  stated  that 
he  had  "served  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  for  near  I2  years 
past." 

David  Parsons,  the  successor  of  Michael  Wiggleswordi,  was 
a  son  of  Joseph  Parsons  of  Northampton,  where  he  was  bom, 
February  i,  i679/b.   His  social  ^  _ 


placed  him  at  the  foot  of  his  ^ 
•class  at  Harvard  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1705. 
His  elder  brother,  Joseph,  was  among  the  early  candidates  for 
the  pastorate,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  whose  set> 
tlements  failed.  .  Well  would  it  have  been  with  the  church  and 
town  had  the  affair  with  the  younger  brother  failed  as  well. 
Of  his  talents  as  a  preacher  nothing  is  known.  As  a  man  he 
was  eccentric  and  quarrelsome;  and  his  strong  passions  were 
such  as  were  neither  of  advantage  to  himself  nor  conducive  to 
the  peace  of  the  church  and  communiQi'.  His  labors  in  Maiden 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  altogether  peaceful,  although  he 
remained  here  about  twelve  years.  He  was  not  a  man  to  con- 
sider the  circumstances  of  his  people  nor  to  share  with  them 
in  their  misfortunes,  as  Mr.  Wigglesworth  had  so  readily  done ; 
but  he  appears  to  have  been  ready  to  drive  a  sharp  bargain  and 
to  insist  on  its  fulfilment  to  the  last  condition. 

Hm  salary,  which  had  been  fixed  at  sixty  pounds,  was  changed 
In  171 1  by  the  allowance  of  eight  pounds  in  money  instead  of 
twenty  cords  of  wood,  and  so  remained  through  his  pastorate. 
Apparently  it  was  not  paid  with  great  punctuality;  for  in  Octo- 
ber, 171 8,  he  receipted  upon  the  town  record  for  pajrment  *' Jn 
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full  for  y*  money  past  for  my  sariiic  jii  ministrcy  jn  maiden 
jn  y*  year  171 7."  In  1720  his  complaint  was  met  by  the  town 
as  follows :  — 

[N!ay  16,  1720]  Whar  as  m' dauid  parsons  had  iatly  complained 
Tha'  hib  t.allarty  Js  not  so  (lood  by  A  tliird  as  jt  was  when  he  first  set- 
tled heer  :  'i'herfore  jt  was  puit  to  vote  whether  The  'i'own  will  alow 
m'  parsons  one  Third  more  jn  prouinc  bils  And  they  That  are  of  that 
mind  should  bring  jn  thcr  minds  by  papars :  —  And  they  that  Are  of 
a  contrary  mind  should  bring  jn  non-con-curranc. 

And  The  vote  past  on  y''  negitiue  : 

A  second  and  a  third  complaint  of  a  like  character  were  of 
no  avail,  and  the  town  steadily  adhered  to  its  refusal  to  add  to 
the  salary  of  its  pastor.  Mr.  Parsons  here  distinctly  showed  his 
aggressive  and  uncompromising  character;  for  while  demand- 
ing an  increase  of  salary,  which  might  readily  have  been  granted 
under  different  circumstances,  he  was  driving  the  town  at  the 
County  Court  for  '*  neglect  to  fullfill  and  p'form  Their  Contract 
&  agreement."  The  town  was  inclined  to  do  neither  until  com- 
pelled. At  the  Court,  June  14,  1720,  Lieutenant  Thomas  New- 
hall,  Captain  John  Dc.xter,  John  Pratt,  and  John  Green,  "  all  of 
y'  Church  of  Maldon,"  were  admitted  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Parsons 
to  prosecute  his  complaint  against  the  town,  which  was  repre- 
sented by  three  of  the  selectmen,  John  Wilson,  Jonathan  Sar- 
gcant,  and  Daniel  Floyd.  A  jury  found  the  town  guilty,  but 
judgtnent  was  deferred  until  a  committee  could  visit  Maiden. 
When  the  committee  reported  in  July,  judgment  was  entered ; 
and  it  was  ordered  *' y*  the  said  Select  men  of  Maldon  Do  pay 
as  a  fine  to  y'  King  y*  sum  of  Ten  pounds,  unless  they  Do 
shingle  the  Barn,  and  Rcpaire  y*  House  and  fences."  At  the 
end  of  August  the  selectmen  reported  that  they  had  complied 
with  the  order  of  the  Court,  and  the  case  was  dismissed. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  great  harmony  existed  at  this 
time,  especially  when  the  characters  of  both  parties  are  consid- 
ered ;  nor  could  there  have  been  any  prospect  of  a  settlement 
aside  from  a  dissolution  of  the  tics  which  bound  them  together 
as  pastor  and  people.  The  records  of  the  church  for  this  period 
are  not  extant;  but  the  town  records  indicate  that  a  council  of 
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neighboring  churches  was  called  in  the  winter  or  spring  of  1721, 
which  recommended  a  separation.  An  entry  in  the  Leicester 
town  records  confirms  this  and  shows  that  the  council  was  held 
prior  to  March  30  of  that  year.'^  The  departure  of  Mr.  Parsons 
had  not  at  this  time  been  determined,  but  it  was  evidently 
thought  of  as  desirable  and  not  at  all  improbable.  Votes  passed 
in  relation  to  a  provision  for  the  ministry  and  "  y'  contribution 
jnto  y'  box,"  at  a  meeting  held  March  29,  were  to  take  effect 
only  "  when  m'  parsons  doth  quit  y*  pulpit"  and  "  when  m'  par- 
sons leaucth  This  Town."  A  little  less  than  seven  weeks  later, 
the  following  entry  was  made :  — 

[May  15,  1 72 1.]  It  was  put  To  vote  whether  y"  Town  will  Giue 
m'  parsons  fiue  pounds  for  what  he  hath  disburst  upon  y'  parsonage 
prouidcd  he  doth  now  quitt  his  pastorall  office  in  this  Church  and  jt 
past  on  y*  afirmatiue  : 

uoted  That  Three  pounds  shall  be  aded  to  y*  fivie  pounds  upon  The 
abousd  conditions  —  And  m'  Joseph  line  doth  promis  upon  his  word  jn 
The  presants  of  This  meting  That  this  Town  shall  not  be:  charged  with 
jr*  said  Three  pounds." 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Parsons  entered  the  following  acquit- 
tance upon  the  record :  — 

These  may  signifie  to  all  persons  concerned  that  J  the  subscriber  hav- 
ing ser\'ed  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  for  near  1 2  years  past  &  the 
Town  of  Maiden  being  under  obligation  to  me  upon  settlement  J  do 
now  upon  the  towns  paying  of  me  acording  to  agreement  in  time  past 
till  the  21  of  May  current  J  relinquish  all  their  former  obligations  to  me 
having  asked  of  the  Church  a  dismission  from  my  pastoral  relation 
among  them  (according  to  the  direction  of  the  late  council)  &  the 
Chh  also  having  granted  it 
Maiden,  dat  y""  15  of  May  1721 

David  Par.sons 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Parsons  had  secured  a  settlement  in  the  new 
town  of  Leicester,  of  which  he  became  the  first  pastor.  His 


"  Mr.  P.nrsons  was  in  waiting  at 
Richardson's  tavern  in  Leicester  while 
that  town  was  considering  the  question 
of  his  settlement. 

"[March  30.  1721 1  Mr.  Parsons  being 
called  in,  it  was  desired  that  he  would 
show  how  far  his  way  was  clear  to  leave 


Maiden;  upon  which  he  produced  and 
read  the  judgment  of  a  council  of  clerks 
favoring  his  remove."  Washburn,  ///>- 
tcrical  Sketches  of  the  Tmun  of  Leii  ester, 
77-78- 

"  Joseph  I.ynde  paid  the  promised 
sum  to  (he  town  treasurer  in  December. 
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brother,  Joseph,  although  not  a  resident,  was  a  large  landholder 
in  Leicester;  and  several  of  his  Maiden  parishioners  had 
removed  there  and  were  numbered  among  its  original  settlers. 
Among  them  were  Captain  Samuel  Green,'*  a  grandson  of 
Joseph  Hills,  who  became  the  Nestor  of  the  new  settlement, 
John  Lynde,  a  son  of  Captain  John  Lynde,  Thomas  Newhall,  a 
son  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Newhall,  and  others  who  carried  the 
family  names  of  Maiden  into  the  woods  of  that  section,  where 
they  flourished  and,  having  subdued  the  wilderness,  after  many 


u  The  stoiy  of  Thomas  Green,  a  son 
of  Captain  Samuel  Green,  illustrates 
the  old  times  and  shows  the  dilficuliies 
which  attended  a  removal,  for  even  su 
«hort  a  distance,  in  those  davt.  A  family 
n»ay  now  go  beyond  the  Rocky  Moim- 
taina  with  more  of  ease  and  comfort 
than  they  experienced  who  moved  from 
Matikn  to  Leicester  in  the  earl/ half  of 
the  eighteenth  century. 

"His  father  came  to  Ldoester  as 

early  as  1717  and  was  one  of  its  first 
settlers.  While  he  was  preparing  to 
remove  his  family,  he  visited  the  town, 
Lringitig  his  *;on  with  him ;  and  left  him 
there  lu  look  after  some  cattle,  which  he 
bad  driven  from  Maiden,  and  turned  out 
upon  his  lands  in  Leicester.  It  was 
summer  ;  and,  as  he  expected  to  return 
in  a  short  linu-,  no  danger  was  appre- 
htnded  in  leaving  the  young  man  — 
then  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  old  — 
thus  alone  in  the  >rildcrness.  He,  liow- 
over,  was  soon  attacked  with  a  fever; 
and  his  father  was  unexpectedly  pre- 
vented from  returning  as  !;c  liad  in- 
tended, and  he  was  left  to  battle  with 
the  disease  as  he  best  could.  His  only 
shcIiL-r  was  a  kind  of  cave  under  a  rock, 
near  the  sire.am  on  which  hisi  father 
afterwards  erected  his  mills.  His  only 
sustenance  cr>ns'-tcd  of  the  milk  of  one 
of  the  cows,  which  he  contrived  to  obtain 
by  tyinj;  her  calf  to  a  tree  near  hi«  cave; 
whii  h  1-  fl  licr  to  visit  the  spot  several 
times  a  tlay,  and  brought  her  within  his 
reach.  I1ie  water  he  used  he  obtained 
by  creeping  upon  the  ground  to  the 
stream.  In  this  deplorable  condition, 
some  of  his  former  neighbors  who  were 
landholders,  and  about  to  remove  to 


Leicester,  and  had  come  there  to  loolt 
after  their  cattle,  found  him.  He  ap- 
pealed to  them  for  aid  to  return  home ; 
but  they  were  unable  to  afford  it  and 
left  htm.  On  their  return  to  Maiden, 
tlicy  informed  his  father  of  his  Londi- 
tion;  and  he  immediately  came  to  his 
relief.  But  he  had  no  odier  means  of 
removing  his  sick  son  through  the  new 
and  (a  considerable  part  of  the  way) 
wilderness  country  between  Leicester 
and  Maiden,  except  on  h'jrseback  ;  and 
after  four  days'  travelling,  he  accom- 
plished the  journey  ■'  Washburn,  His- 
torital  SAtttket  9/  the  Tma  «/  La<«iter, 
112. 

Greene,  DatendanU  of  Tkmnat 
Crtfii\<\,  22,  says,  that  a  fever  sore 
added  to  his  troubles  and  reduced  him 

"to  a  state  of  great  weakness."  He 
"  made  use  of  different  roots  which  fell 
in  his  way  as  medicine ; "  and  his  cour« 

age  "  sunk  for  the  first  time,  \vhtii  tlic 
two  neighbors  of  bis  father's  refused  to 
take  hire  home  with  them.  He  wept  at 
their  unkindncs-s." 

Thomas  Green  afterwards  practised 
the  science  of  medicine  with  great  soc- 
CCS-.  having  ac(|iiiif'd  its  jTinciples  from 
two  surgeons  who  had  been  in  serxice 
among  the  buccaneers.  He  added  the 
dutii:'^  of  a  minister  to  those  of  a  physi- 
cian, and  became  the  pastor  of  a  baptist 
society  in  Leicester,  which  under  his 
care  Ix^came  large  and  fl^  uiisliing.  His 
son,  his  grandson,  and  gn. at  grandson 
wtn  I  ninciit  physicians.  The  latter, 
(he  late  Dr.  John  Green,  gained  a  wide 
reputation  in  his  profession  and  was 
the  founder  of  the  Free  Public  library 
of  Worcester. 
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years  still  remain.'"  That  town  had  voted  as  early  as  November 
38,  1720,  '*  that  Mr.  David  Parfjons  be  our  Gospel  Minister." 
Two  days  later  Thomas  Ncwhall  and  five  of  his  brethren 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Maiden  pastor,  eaitending  him  a  call, 
"if  God  in  hts  providence  should  remove  you  from  your  uneasi- 
ness and  difficulty."  This  letter  and  those  which  followed  show 
to  excess  "  the  style,  the  cant  and  abject  servility  that,  in  those 
days,  were  felt  and  used  towards  a  minister." 

We  cant  but  sec  we  are  utterly  unworthy  of  so  gieat  a  nesdng ;  bat 

if  yon  have  such  a  Blessing  to  bestow  on  us,  as  we  hope  you  will  be, 
\\'e  desire  forever  to  praise  his  name  for  his  Goodness  to  us  ward. 

He  was  offered  forty  acres  of  land,  sixty  pounds  as  a  settle- 
ment and  a  yearly  salary  of  sixty  pounds ;  but  he  "  hesitated  or 
declined  living  a  decisive  answer."  If  he  was  haggling  with  his 
new  admirers,  he  showed  himself  to  be  a  good  judge  of  the  situ- 
ation ;  for  they  advanced  the  offer  to  a  settlement  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  and  a  salary  of  seventy-five  pounds,  which  the 
town  confirmed  by  a  vote,  March  30, 1721.  He  was  installed 
September  15  following. 

The  people  of  Leicester  were  probably  more  unable  than  un- 
willing  to  pay  the  salary  of  their  pastor  promptly ;  and  their 
historian  says,  "  they  found  they  had  caught  a  tartar."  They 
began  to  enjoy,  in  all  its  fulness,  the  "  Blessing"  which  they  had 
craved,  and  the  fourteen  years  of  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Parsons 
were  a  period  of  bitter  strife.  The  foclint^  of  the  inhabitants 
was  well  indicated  in  a  vote  which  was  passed  in  January,  1726/^, 
—  "That  the  town  be  willing  that  Mr.  I'lrsons  should  remove 
and  remain  out  of  this  town."  In  January,  172^  9,  it  was  voted, 
"  That  we  are  willing  he  should  leave  the  town,  but  shall  not 

1*  The  leiQOvai  from  Maiden  to  I^i-  text.  individlUiU  of  the  families  of  Call, 

cester  was  quite  an  extensive  one  for  Hasey,   Mower,  Nichols,  Richardson, 

those  days,  especially  for  the  little  com-  Sar^it-ant,   Sprague,   Stowers,  Upham, 

tnutiiiy  from  which  it  took  a  numt)er  of  Waite.  and  Whittemore  became  inhahi- 

young  and  enterprising  men  and  women,  tants  of  Leiceater.  Most  of  them  had 

It  continued  nearly  a  <;uarter  of  a  cen-  large  fami)tes,  whose  descendants  in 

tury,  as  from  time  t"  tinu.  a  Leicester  many  cases  still  occupy  the  lands  of 

man  would  iind  a  wife  among  bis  rela-  their  fathers.  Others,  lilce  the  Sargeantn 

tlves  and  fHends  in  Maiden  or  a  Maiden  and  Whittemoies,  became  successful 

youth  \MiiiM  lie  .itli.ntcil  liy  a  Leicester  manufacturers  ntid  carried  their  enter* 

maiden,    licsides  those  named  in  the  prises  abroad  into  other  states. 
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raise  \that  is^  pay]  his  salary."  They  voted  him  out,  but  he 
remained.  He  would  not  be  driven  nor  coaxed.  In  short,  he 
took  the  reins  into  his  own  hands,  and  sought  to  drive  the  town 
as  he  would.  Lawsuit  followed  after  lawsuit.  The  people  were 
divided;  and  the  scandalous  quarrel  was  maintained  for  nearly 
eight  years,  when  an  ecclesiastical  council  cut  the  knot  and  the 
contentious  minister  was  dismissed.'' 

The  deposed  pastor  carried  the  desire  for  strife  into  his  retire- 
ment, commencing  two  actions  against  hi<  forfiier  parishioners 
in  1737;  and  the  curse  whicli  went  with  him  tln  i 'u-^rli  life  miL;ht 
almost  be  said  to  have  followed  him  to  an  iinlionored  grave. 
He  died  in  Leicester  in  1743,  bearing,  even  unto  death,  his 
hatred  of  those  who  once  prayed  for  his  coming.  He  directed 
that  his  body  should  be  buried  in  the  centre  of  a  field  upon  his 
own  land,  *'  unwilhng  that  his  ashes  should  repose  by  the  side 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  broken  the  consecrated  bread." 
The  mound  beneath  which  he  was  laid  to  rest  was  long  "^ince 
broken  by  the  plough  and  obHterated;  and  the  stone  which 
alone  remained,  an  his  dishonored  memorial,  was  used  as  the 
cover  of  a  chimney  ashpit.  Fortunately,  it  was  placed  with  the 
inscription  downward,  so  that  with  difficuity  it  was  afterwards 
found  to  read,  with  sarcastic  grace,  as  follows:  — 

In  memory  of 
Rev.  ^Tr.  DAvtu  Parsons 
who  after  many  years  of 
Hard  Labour  and  Suffering 
was  laid  here 
Oct.  12.  1743 
aged  uxty'three." 


Cf .  Draper,  Hittory  of  Sfietuer^  and 

W.ishburn,  Hislorual  Sr,r,hc  c/  Ihf 
TtnvH  of  Ltuesttr.  From  these  works, 
which  are  my  authorities  in  relation  to 

the  connection  of  Afr.  P;»r'<nns  with  T.fi- 
cester,  I  have  made  liberal  quotations. 
>^  Mr.  Parsons  m.  Sarah  Stebhina, and 

hafi  thf  following  family  in  Maiden 
Sarah,  d.  June  8.  1709. 
Sarah,  b.  July  :5,  1710. 
David,  b.  March  24.  171?'^. 
Israel,  b.  Apiil  S,  1714;  d.  soon. 


Iiiaei.  b.  December  28, 171$,  irho  may 

have  bcLn  fh.it  TsT:it:l  r.iiMiiis  <A  I  ei- 
ccsterwhom.  Hannah  Waiteof  MaUlcn, 

January  9, 17SVJ« 

\\'it!()\v  Snr:ih  Parsons  t?if«<!  at  1  ei- 
ccstci.  June  IT,  1759,  aged  seventy- 
three. 

Tbfir  eldLst  srMi.  I^avid,  was  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College.  17^9,  and  wa» 
ordained  as  the  firat  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Amherst,  November  7,  1739.  He 
indined  to  Toryism ;  and  his  townamcn 
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The  chui  L:!',  .iiul  town  were  not  lon;^  iti  filling  the  place  made 
vac.i:u  by  the  dcpaiuire  of  Mr.  Parsons.  They  very  soon  con- 
curred, on  the  same  day,  in  the  choice  of  one  who,  l-i.c  .Michael 
VVi^$^lesworth,  was  to  remain  with  them  durins^  a  long  lite. 
Useful  and  beni;jnant  was  that  life  from  its  beginning  to  its 
close,  and  filled  with  gentle  influences. 

At  a  meting  of  y'  brethren  of  y*"  church  jn  maiden  on  y*  20;  of  June 
1721:  jn  order  To  chuse  a  minister:  I'he  vole  run  thus 
Jf  jt  be  minds  of  y  brethren  of  y*  church:  that  I  hcr  shal  be  a  rain- 
iiter  cho&b  at  ThU  Hme  jn  c»der  To  MtlenMnt,  bring  jn  your  vote  fin- 
The  man  you  would  haue.  And  m'  Joseph  Emeraon  was  chose  by  a 
cleer  vote  to  be  our  minister  jn  order  To  setlement 

And  The  jnhabitants  of  y*  Town  did  Giue  There  concurance  jn  \* 
churches  choice  jn  a  Town-meting  on  y*  same  day  They  being  warn'i 
To  mete  for  y!  end : 

A  settlement  of  sixty  pounds  was  granted ;  and  a  yearly  salary 
of  one  hundred  pounds  was  voted,  with  the  use  of  the  parsonage 
and  ministry  lands  "  so  long  as  m'  Emerson  continues  Jn  y*  work 

of  The  ministrey  amongst  us  jn  This  Town." 

Joseph  Emerson,  the  son  of  Edward  Emerson,'*  was  born  at 
Chclmsfordt  April  20,  1 700.  He  was  a  grandson  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Emerson,  the  first     ^  .  ^ 

settled  minister  of  Men-    jJo^S&prhy  lirYl!U9T^<fti^ 
don,  and  his  wife,  Eliza-  ' 

beth,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Bufkley.  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  the  Rev.  Peter  Buikley,  the  second  and  first  min- 

iii  1777  voted  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  con  Corndiun  Waldo  of  Ipswich  and 

Pardons  was  offensive.   However,  they  Chelmsford.  He  removed  from  Chelms- 

puid  his  s.ilary  until  his  death,  j. Ill iiarv  r.  f       „,nn    ifu  r  the  lirtli  t  f  his  son, 

17S1.    He  was  -spoken  of  wiih  rcsp  ct  Joseph,  and  was  of  (  harle<*town  in  1704, 

by  those  who  knew  him.    Hi«  son.  the  where  he  wa«  s  Justice  of  the  peace  and 

Rev.  David  Parsons,  D  D  ,  <;iir( c-dcd  a  mrrchant.    He  is  supposed  to  have 

him  in  the  ministrv.    Cf.  II. -Hau  l,  ///r-  left  Charlestown  :ibout  the  year  1707; 

lory  0/  ti'  .'.'ri;   I/.  1  ;  //// v'v,  1;    166;  and  he  is  next  found  at  Newhnry.  where 

Boltwood,///>/orv<'/'/)'jj7<*V,  415;  Am  ft-  he  was  a  deacon  of  the  Fourth  Church. 

itM  Quarteily   A'e^isfer,   x    2G5  ;  and  Late  in  life  he  appears  to  have  removed 

Dickerm.in  and  others  in  Anmmenary  to  Maiden,  where  he  died  "  very  sud- 

^  FintChurth  in  Amhtrst.  denly,'"  May  9.  I7.»3.    His  widow  died 

Edward  Emerson  wm  a  grandson  April  23,  1752,  at  the  age  of  ninety 

of  Thonia.s  Emerson,  ilu  ]»akcr  of  Ips-  years;  and  both  lie  buried  in  the  field 

wich;  was  bom  about  l07O,and  married  at  .Sandy  Bank. 
Rebecca  Waldo,  a  daughter  of  Dea-       The  good  qua! ides  and  abilities  of 
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istcrs  of  Concord.  His  record  presents  few  or  no  points  to 
interest  the  careless  reader;  but  they  who  love  to  hear  of  the 
simple,  earnest,  and  faithful  lives  of  the  clergy  of  the  provincial 
period  will  find  mucli  that  will  refresh  theni  therein.  He  appears 
to  have  been  nurtured  in  the  midst  of  the  strictest  Puritanism 
and  to  have  taken  it  in  at  every  mental  pore,  until  his  whole  life 
was  tempered  by  it.  Said  his  son,  speaking  after  his  father's 
death :  — 

It  pleased  the  sovereign  spirit  of  God  early,  very  early,  to  sow  the 

seeds  of  grace  in  his  heart.  By  a  blessing  upon  the  endeavours  of  his 
pious  parents,  he  might  be  said  to  fear  the  l  ord  from  his  childhood, 
and  to  be  acquainted  with  the  holy  scriptures  from  his  youth.  If  I  do 
not  misremember,  he  was  able  to  pray  in  the  family,  in  the  absence  cf 
my  grandfather,  before  he  was  eight yeart  of  age,  to  the  edification  ami 
astonishment  of  those  who  attended  on  the  exercises  of  the  iamit/.  As 
he  grew  in  years  and  stature,  he  grew  in  favor  with  God  and  man.  He 
was  admitted  into  college  when  he  had  but  htlle  more  than  finished  his 
thirkcit/h  \(-i!r,  out  of  which  he  came  with  an  imspotted  charai  ter.  He 
early  devoted  himself  to  the  gospel-ministry,  and  directed  his  studies 
this  way ;  and  began  to  preach  befcne  be  was  etghieettf  to  general  accept- 
ance. It  was  not  long  before  he  had  a  unanimous  call  to  settle  at 
Wenham,  which  call  he  tho't  it  his  duty  to  negative ;  and  took  up  with 
the  invitation  of  the  people  in  this  town,  to  give  himself  to  the  service 
of  their  souls,  and  was  solemnly  set  apart  to  this  work  Oct.  31  '.  1721, 
in  great  love,  peace,  and  unaaimity,  while  he  was  yet  not  tweuty-two 
years  of  age.*' 

He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  17 17.  standing  the 
ninth  in  a  class  of  seventeen,  and  spent  the  four  years  pre- 


the  Eraersons  came  as  wtll  from  the 
maternal  Bullcleys  as  from  the  paternal 

Mmersons.  The  patience  of  Fdwiid 
Emerson  is  rcmcmbere<l  in  a  family 
tradition :  and,  by  inference,  he  pos- 
sessed tin-  virtue  of  self-control.  A 
story  uf  (he  one  time  when  he  failed  is 
given  in  Holmes,  Rmlf^  Watfy  Ewur- 
son,  8. 

"  I  quote  here  and  in  other  places 
from  the  sermon  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Emerson  of  Pepperell,  at  Mai- 
den, after  the  death  of  his  father,  which 
is  my  sole  authority  for  the  character 
and  earl;  life  of  Mr.  Emerson.   A  por> 


tion  was  publisheil  with  the  following 
dtle-pagc :  — 

"An  I  Extract  |  from  a  late  ]  Sermon 
I  on  the  Death  of  the  Reverend  |  Mr. 
Joseph  Emerson,  |  Pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  Maiden,  |  Who  Died  very 
suddenly,  |  On  Monday  Evening  July 
13th,  1767.  I  In  the  6Sth  Year  of  his 
Age.  I  Delivered  at  Maiden.  |  By  Joeepla 
Emerson.  A  M.  j  Pastor  of  the  Church 
at  Peppemll.  j  Zech.  i  $.   Ymr  F<uhns 

wktrt  are  theyl  [etc]  Boston; 

Printed  by  Edcs  &  Gill,  for  Bulke- 
ley    Emerson,  |  Of   Ncwbqrj^Pon,  | 
MDCCLXVIl." 
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ceding  hi^  ordination  in  preaching  and  teaching  at  various 
places.^^  Unlike  his  predecessor,  Michael  VVigglesworth,  he  was 
blessed  u  itli  a  body  which  was  unusually  free  from  iiifirmilie:», 
liiat.  diirin.;  a  pastorate  of  nearly  forty-six  years,  he  was 
absent  from  the  pulpit  but  two  Sabbaths.  He  would  have  been 
ynt  .  cd  at  some  modern  innovattods  in  relation  to  Sunday  ser- 
vices, or  would  have  mourned  over  the  decadence  of  the  clergy, 
who  grow  faint  at  the  expenditure  of  one  sermon  a  week.  He 
was  a  diligent  student.  "  Never  was  [he]  more  in  his  element 
than  when  in  his  study ;  and  [he]  gave  himself  incessantly  to  read- 
ing and  meditation.  He  studied  to  suit  his  discourses  to  the 
particular  circumstances  of  his  people ;  "  and  he  "  was  much  in 
the  study  of  the  sacred  oracles,  was  uncommonly  diligent  in  his 
preparations  for  the  public ;  did  not  bring  you  that  which  cost 
him  nothing.*'*^   He  was  a  follower  of  Calvin,  to  whose  teach- 


2'  McClure,  Fm  CcnUnnial  Book  of 
Mttliifti,  161,  says;  "  He  gfiuluated  in 
1717,  ar\d  preached  for  the  firat  Hme  at  a 
private  iiirctiiig  in  ILiM  rhill.  Tht- next 
year  he  spent  in  teaching  a  school  in 
York.  Me.,  occasioDally  preaching. 
'I'lif  next  year  he  kept  a  >cho'»l  at 
Newbury,  and  spent  the  winter  after  in 
preaching  at  Kingston.  In  July,  1719, 
he  (Irsi'-tcd  from  tcichinp,  and  went  to 
reside  with  his  uncle  Waldo,  at  Boston, 
tiere  he  continved.  preiching  in  differ- 
ent plarr^  till  March,  1721,  when  he  was 
invited  to  Maiden." 

The  aatbority  ti  Dr.  McClure  in 
th'-*e  statements  appears  to  have  been 
the  diary  of  Mr.  Emerson,  from  which 
he  quotes  in  several  places.  The  diary 
of  one  like  Mr.  Emerson,  who  for  nearly 
a  half-oentury  observed  and  took  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town,  promised  to  he 
a  rich  mine  of  material  for  the  local 
hUtorian.  It  appears  to  have  been 
pl.iced  in  the  h.mds  of  the  i  ompilers  of 
the  Bt-CtnttHnial  Book  by  the  late 
Ralph  Waldo  Emeison,  in  1849,  and 
has  since  disappeared.  I-!arnest  in- 
quiries and  a  careful  search,  by  the 
family  of  Mr.  Emerson  In  Concord, 
and  inquiries  tlse where  have  failed  to 
bring  it  from  its  hiding  place,  if  it  be 
stiU  in  «dflteiica.  It  is  lieaied  that  it 


w;is  destroyed  in  the  p.irtial  burning  of 
Mr.  Emerson's  bouse  in  1872. 

^  Mr.  Emerson's  semuNui  were  care 

fiitly  written  out.  An  amusing  story  i» 
told  of  his  father-in-law,  the  eccentric 
Samuel  Moody. 

"When  he  fMr.  Emei^on]  took  his 
wife  to  seu  her  father,  hu  usually  spent 
the  Sabbath,  and  preached  for  him.  He 
wrote  his  sernioiw  out  .irciiratcdv,  pretty 
much  in  full,  before  delivering  them. 
Numbers  of  Mr.  Moody's  hearers  were 
very  much  taken  up  with  Mr.  Emerson's 
sermons,  and  c-\  cr  ready  to  say,  '  Oh ! 
what  instructive  si-rninns  l  —  we  can 
Itarn  somftliing  from  tlicin.*  Father 
Moody  found  it  uut,  and  thuughc  with 
hknself,  '  If  I  should  sometimes  write  a 
sermon  in  full,  it  may  be  that  I  shall  do 
good  to  these  people,  that  I  cannot 
benefit  in  my  rambling  way  of  preach- 
ing;' for  he  wrote  but  little,  and  often 
nothing,  for  his  pulpit  preparations. 
So,  for  a  \  ariefy,  he  wrote  a  sermon  out 
in  full,  and  began  his  meeting  on  the 
Sabbath,  calculating  to  read  it  to  his 
jiLujjIc.  Hi-  i)ioi:eedcd  on  a  while,  and 
then  stopped  and  looked  around  upon 
his  hearers,  and  said,  'Emerson  roust 
be  Emerson,  and  Moodv  must  be 
Moody.  I  feel  as  if  my  head  was  in 
a  tM(.   Yoa  can  Moody  a  ramiHiv 
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ings  he  was  strongly  attached ;  and  he  strove  to  "  fetch  all  his 
doctrines  from  the  Word  of  God."  On  the  testimony  of  bis 
son, 

He  was  a  Boaiuf^s,  a  son  of  thunder,  to  the  workers  of  iniquity ;  a 
Barnabas,  a  son  of  consolation,  to  the  mourners  in  Zion.   He  bore  his 

testimony  against  the  prevailing  sins  of  the  limes  and  place,  left  no  sin 
unreproved  in  publi.  tiiose  who  did  siu  were  rebuked  be/ore  aU,  nor 
did  he  fear  tlic  lace  of  any  man. 

In  church  government  he  was  tender,  unswerving,  and  impar- 
tial, dealing  justly  and  with  mercy  in  his  office.  A  large  portion 
of  his  pastorate  was  occupied  by  the  dissensions  which  were 
introduced  and  continued  b>'  those  who  departed  to  a  new 
church  and  parish;  but  his  conduct  was  such  as  that  "  he  was 
not  reproached  by  any  as  being  the  cause."  Aside  from  his 
pulpit  ministrations,  he  was  the  pattern  of  a  New  England 
pastor,  seeking  out  the  erring  or  the  troubled  souls  of  his 
cliarge,  going  from  house  to  house  bearing  the  gospel  and 
administering  *'  reproofs,  counsels,  and  warnings." 

Integrity  and  uprightness  distinguished  his  private  character. 
"  He  had,"  says  his  son,  "  a  remarkable  tenderness  of  conscience 
with  iesi)cct  to  truth  and  righteousness  between  man  and  man; 
and  in  some  instances  it  seemed  to  border  upon  scrupulosity. 
He  was  very  affable,  pleasant  and  courteous  in  his  whole  be- 
havior, to  all  with  whom  he  conversed.  Where  he  had  received 
injuries,  he  heartily  forgave ;  nor  would  he  suffer  the  least 
shadow  of  revenge."  ^   He  was  known  as  a  friendly  and  bene- 


fireathtr,  and  it  is  true  enough  ;  bnt  he 
b  just  fit  to  tttch  up  ramUiui:  simurs. 
You  are  a))  ran  awav  from  the  Lord.' 
And  on  be  «rent  in  his  otd  way,  resolved 
not  to  be  trammeled  at  that  rate.  It 
was  like  the  coat  of  mail  to  J>avid:  he 
had  not  proved  It."  Moody,  Bio^fihi' 

eal  SkfUhts  of  the  Af<K>(fv  /\itntn  .  C^) 

Samuel  Dexter,  afterwards  the 
revered  pastor  nf  Dedbam,  records  in 
hu  (liuv  a  "falling  out"  witb  Mr. 
limcr.son. 

[March  5,  172^.1  I  went  to  vidt 
^T'  Kmer^on  \'  upon  something  of  Un- 
easiness y'  had  before  happened  I  took 


opportunity  to  have  a  full  &  free  Dis- 
course ;  we  had  it,  but  with  too  much 
heat  &  passion,  Lord  forgive  my 
Rashness,  ft  I  beg  that  God  would  for* 
give  my  Antajionist.  Oh  l^t  y'  faHin|{ 
out,  lie  but  y<=  Renewing  of  Love  & 
Y  perpetual  Establishment  of  sincere 
friendship.  I  would  be  humble  before 
God  &  I  pray  y'  God  would  make  me 
10,  For  any  thing  y<  I  have  done  or  said 
Amiss  &  Unbecoming;. 

"6.  I  wrote  to  M'  Eiuerson  &  he 
wrote  to  me,  &  we  made  up  all  past 
difficultys."  A^.  E.  Hist,  and  CtHtal. 
KegisUr,  xiv.  35. 
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volent  neighbor,  fruitful  in  charity  and  alms-giving.  To  meet 
the  demands  of  charity  and  religion  he  devoted  a  tenth  part  of 
his  income ;  and  he  "  was  very  exact  in  keeping  the  account;  wise 
and  prudent  in  the  distribution  of  it"  He  was  a  man  of  prayer, 
setting  apart  *'  whole  days  for  prayer  with  lasting; "  and  never 
entering  upon  affairs  of  importance  without  seeking  the  blessing 
and  imploring  the  guidance  of  God.  "  But,"  adds  his  son,  "  was 
he  without  failings?  No.  He  had  them,  he  felt  them,  he  la- 
mented them,  he  got  a  marvellous  victory  over  them :  was  ready 
to  confess  his  faults,  and  when  unguarded  words  drop'd  from 
him,  would  ask  forgiveness,  even  of  his  children  and  servants." 
In  the  eyes  of  this  writer,  so  often  quoted,  he  bore  "  the  charac- 
ter of  the  gospel  bishop  in  Paul's  epistles  to  Timothy  and 
Titus,  very  evidently  copied  after  it,  and  few  came  nearer  the 
original." 

Mr.  Emerson  was  married,  December  27,  1721,  to  Maty 
Moody,  whose  father,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Moody  of  York,  was 
equally  celebrated  for  his  eccentricities  and  his  abilities  as  a 
clergyman.  Before  the  niarr-  iL^e,  a  wedding  sernion  from  the 
text,  "  In  the  day  of  prosperity  be  joyful,"  was  preached  by  a 
relative.  The  other  half  of  tb'"  verse  was  used  on  a  less  joyous 
occasion.  The  )'oung  couple  occupied  the  *'  ministry  house," 
which  had  been  the  home  of  Wigglesworth,  and  gathered  aroimd 
them  the  little  substance  which  they  possessed.  Tt  had  been 
put  in  "  Good  Ke[)  iire"  by  the  workmanship  of  Joshua  Blanch- 
artl  the  housewright  and  Jabez  Sar^reant  the  joiner,  at  the  char<:fe 
of  the  town.  The  following  quaint  receipt  is  entered  upon  the 
town  recortl :  — 

These  m:iy  jnfnnn  whom  Jt  m.iy  consarn  That  parson.ige  hous 
which  J  doe  now  dwell  jn  :  jn  maiden :  And  also  y°  fences  That  are 
aboute  the  paisonag  land :  Are  sett  jn  Good  Repaire  Acording  as  This 
Town  did  promis  me :  when  J  did  aede  here  jn  'f  work  of  y*  ministrey 
^  And  J  doe  Resaiue  Them  so :  As  wittnes  my  hand  This :  8  of  march 
17SS-3  Joseph  Emersok. 

Here  misfortune  found  them  on  the  night  of  July  31,  1724, 

when  the  house  was  burned  with  the  greater  part  of  the  library 

and  furniture."  Mr.  Emerson  wrote  in  his  diary :  — 

a  Mait.  Mitt.  cta,»  xi.  a*. 
3< 
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AugUHt  I.  1  jst  night,  about  lo  or  1 1  u'clock,  our  house  and  a  great 
|urt  uf  uur  substance  was  consumed  by  fire,  llie  Lord  help  us  iuitabljr 
tu  lay  to  heart  this  awful  providence  I  The  Lord  alfect  our  hearts  with 
his  great  goodness  in  sparing  our  Uveal  We  have  been  as  brands 
plucknt  out  of  the  buniing.'* 

On  SuAday»  August  2,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Sewall  preached  in  the 
Maiden  meeting  house*  and  the  verse  which  had  furnished  the 
weddin);  text  furnished  another  for  this  occasion :  "  In  the  day 
of  ad\*cr8ity  consider."   A  week  later  Mr.  Emerson  wrote :  — 

AugU:il  9.  I  preached  .ili  day  from  the  latter  end  ol  the  tirst  chapter 
of  Job.  'Inhere  was  a  public  contribution  of  the  town  ibr  us.  Many 
were  veiy  kind  and  bountiful  to  us.  The  Lord  reward  them !  It  is 
(lod  that  both  enables  and  disposes  our  benefactors  to  minister  to  our 
nei'csatty.*' 

The  town  moved  with  more  earnestness  and  celerity  than 
usual ;  and  at  a  meeting  held  August  J  it  was  voted  "  That  a 
new  houa  shall  be  beult  for  >"*  use  of  ministry  jn  this  Town."^ 
Five  da}*s  later  it  was  x'oted  that "  the  said  hous  shall  be  beult 

foots  in  Ixngth:  —  and  to  foot  wide— and  16  foot  stud:  and 
a  l^anb>  on  The  back  side  of  12  foot  wide.*'  The  sum  of  two 
huhdrrd  pounds  was  raised;  and  John  Wilson.  John  Tofb, 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Grten«  James  Barrett*  and  Benjamin  Hills 

was  chose  by  a  vote:  To  be  of  comitie  f>r  To  mamg  The 
afaire  of  beuldinj;  of  parsosutg  hous  for  y  use  of  y*  ministrey.* 
lieutenant  Samuel  Gieen  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  fund. 

As  has  alrea«ty  been  stated,  the  new  house  was  pZjiced  ei^t 
or  ten  rvvSs  north  of  the  site  of  the  o!d  house.  The  old  cellar, 
in  a  m.Htnd  or  kno'I  overrun  t^nth  «^*.d  S^jipc  \-:ncs  aaJ  bushes. 
tf.axkxSl  the  early  home  of  the  M.;.v'v  i  .;stors  for  maar  ycars» 
a-^^i  xias  f.na*V  ren>*''^'«d  by  Geor^  \\\  \V;'.5iCts.  the  laser  owner 
o:  the  ^^Ar^so^'Ace  estate, 

nfwSii:*.".  ^   '     -^^.vcjitie       ho\*»>.  vh  Mr,  F~>rr5o«i 

was  :.xV  .  ,  .^r»  :>j^  hcxrt*  of  >^  Tx^^r-'  SooSfT-Nc?  Jcha 
l\-v..  ar'.^  <c;--..v:  N.-.»^A     "A".,  •iT-Karv* 

K>4i.>i  zhernscN-es    :^>e    .r.  ot  *  V  tv^tr.**  v  *  *  v.  The  stuff 
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and  suficeiitly  finish  the  Chaimbais  both  out  side  and  jnside 
That  arc  oucr  The  lento  That  Joineth  To  y'  patsonas^r  lioiis  At 
our  one  cost  and  charg."'*  The  frame  was  purchased  of  John 
Paine  for  thirty  pounds.  The  mason  work  was  performed  by 
Benjamin  Swectser  of  Mystic  Side,  whose  bill,  amounting  to 
seventeen  pounds  and  six  shillings,  is  still  preserved.  Among 
the  items  are  found  the  followiiig:  — 

To  making  three  nuDteU  Trees  and  getiog  Chimny 


Stickes   o,    I,  8 

To  Laying  a  harih  in  y*  bed  rome   o.    i.  6 

To  plastering  in    Litell  rome   o.  5.  8 

5  bund  Brick   o.  10.  6 

I  o  Bushel!  of  Lime   oi  15.  O 

To  Bulding  a  Stack  of  Cbimnyes   6.  o.  o 


The  entire  cost  was  three  hundred  and  thir^five  pounds* 
eleven  shillings,  and  fivepence."  There  is  extant  a  fragment 
of  a  report  made  by  the  committee.  The  charge  of  five  pounds 
for  "  Raisen  of  the  house  *'  is  suggestive.  Lemons,  sugar,  and 
rum  may  have  crept  in  to  swell  the  cost  under  that  item. 

Maiden  June  y*  15"*  1725 

To  Y'  Towne  of  maiden.  &  our  charlstown  naibours  y'  are  anexed 
to  us  Gentelmen,  these  are  to  giue  you  sum  acompt  of  y*  two  hundred 
pounds  y*  was  granted  towards  y*  bulding  of  y*  ministiy  hous  in  maklen 
&  how  it  is  disposed  of. 


30- 

00 

-  00 

24  - 

00 

-  00 

Item  for  pich  pine  Bords  

1 2  - 

00 

-  00 

16  - 

02 

-  00 

40- 

00 

-  00 

Item  to  Brick   . 

18 

18 

-  00 

06- 

10 

.06 

06  - 

00 

-  00 

25  - 

ot 

-  00 

20  - 

00 

-  00 

OS  - 

00 

-  00 

Tranaporten  of  bords  and  sbingals  and  clabords 

07- 

II 

.06 

*  OrigbMl  MS.,  in  Gnen  Family       ^  Ibid. 
Pafurt,  Town  Rtcordt,  February  16,  172^^. 
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for  Labor   17-15-4 

for  Timber   04  -  1 1  -  6 

for  paint  &  oyl   00  -  9  -  6  *• 


The  house  was  finished  by  January  5,  1725^,  when  Mr. 
Emerson,  the  town  having  recently  added  fifty  pounds  to  his 
salary,  moved  into  it  with  his  young  family.  Here  he  continued 
to  reside,  and  here  he  died.  Here  lived  Mr.  Thacher,  and  here 
was  born  the  noble  and  celebrated  Adoniram  Judson,  during  the 
occupancy  of  his  father.  Here  lived  the  succeeding  pastors  of 
the  First  Church  and  Parish,  except  the  Rev.  Kliakim  Willis, 
who  remained  in  the  house  which  was  deeded  to  him  by  the 
South  Precinct,  until  the  removal  of  the  Rev.  Sylvanus  Cobb 
in  1837,  when  the  parsonage  and  its  lands  were  left  by  the  parish 
to  the  disposal  of  its  trustees,  and  a  tenant  took  possession  of 
the  old  home  of  the  ministers. 

The  property  had  come,  in  course  of  time  and  by  the  gradual 
separation  of  church  and  state,  to  be  held  by  the  First  Parish. 
Outlays  upon  the  buildings  and  fences  equalled,  if  they  did  not 
exceed,  any  income  which  was  realized,  and  its  distance  from 
the  meeting  house  rendered  it  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  a  par- 
sonage. It  was  voted  by  the  parish,  January  13,  1845,  "to 
petition  to  the  Legislature  for  the  right  to  sell  the  parsonage 
Farm  belonging  to  [the]  First  Parish;  "  and  Benjamin  G.  Hill, 
Uriah  Chamberlain,  and  George  Winslow  were  chosen  to  carry 
the  vote  into  effect.  The  petition  was  granted ;  and  the  farm, 
lying  in  two  portions  upon  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  road, 
and  including  the  site  of  the  meeting  house  of  Michael  Wiggles- 
worth,  was  sold  for  fifty-five  hundred  dollars  to  the  late  George 
W.  Wilson,  whose  family  still  occupies  the  house.''*' 

Orii;in.il    MS.   in    Grren    Family  The     property    conveyed  comprised 

Piif<ers.    The  following,  which  is  pre-  eighteen  and  three-quarters  acres  and 

served  with  it.  may  serve  as  an  example  twenty-nine  poles.    The  parcel  on  the 

of  an  ancient  dun  : —  east  side  of  the  road  was  bounded,  N., 

" may  17  =  1727  I^au' Samauall  green  Edward  Newhall;  k.,  I'eter  Tufts;  s., 

Sr  be  plesed  not  to  forgeet  w  hat  is  Due  Peter  Tufts's  Line.    This  included  the 

to  me  for  frating  of  Shing.ils  for  the  house.     The  other  parcel,  containing 

pasonag  house  which  is  on  pound  five  about  two  and  one-half  acres,  included 

Shilings  —  01-05-0  the  site  of  the  meeting  house,  and  was 

Thomas  pratt  "  bounded,  s.w.  and  N.,  Eira  Green ;  E., 

*>  Midd.   Co.   Dttds,   cccclxiii.  4^7          the  road. 
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The  old  house  has  been  considerably  changed  from  its  orig« 
inal  condition  by  additions  and  improvements,  and  shows  few 
of  the  abasing^  marks  of  time,  which  are  often  brought  by  njany 
years.  It  has  fortunately  fallen  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
value  it  above  any  modern  structure  which  can  be  built  Its 
associations  and  the  robe  of  age,  which  it  wears  with  digni^» 
add  charms  to  its  possession,  and  it  seems  likely  to  remain  for 
many  years. 
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CHARLESTOWN  NEIGHBORS  AND  TROUBLE. 

IT  has  been  seea  how  tiie  inhabitants  at  Mystic  Side^  or  that 
pait  of  the  old  town  which  remained  east  of  the  river  after 
the  separation  of  Maiden,  held  a  double  relation  —  an  ecclesias- 
tical one  with  the  new  town,  and  a  political  one  with  Charles- 
town.  Under  the  influence  of  the  first,  their  social  intercourse, 
and  perhaps  their  daily-  business,  such  as  it  was,  identified  them 
more  closely  with  the  former  than  with  the  latter  town.  They 
received  their  proportion  at  the  annual  town  meetings  in  the 
distribution  of  the  minor  offices  of  highway  surveyors,  fence 
viewers,  constables,  and  tithingmen,  and  little  else.  Perhaps 
they  neither  desired  nor  needed  more.  So  it  came  about  that 
the  information  which  the  Charlestown  records  contain  in  rela- 
tion to  them  is  extremely  slight  and  disconnected.  It  shows 
a  scanty  and  scattered  population,  who  like  their  neighbors  and 
brethren  of  Maiden,  were  working  out  in  a  humble  way  the 
great  problem  of  human  life.  If  they  had  little,  it  was  their 
own;  and  the  years  passed  over  them  leaving  the  second  gen- 
eration as  humble,  quite  as  ignorant,  and  no  richer  than  their 
fathers. 

One  of  the  earliest  entries  in  the  Charlestown  records  relating 
to  Mystic  Side,  after  the  division,  is  in  connection  with  a  piece 
of  common  land. 

38. 12"**.  1653.  Tho:  Pearoe  &  Baker  are  apoint'  &  desired  to 
veiw    ground  on  Mistick  side  afTore  Goo:  Barretts '  dooie,  as  peice 

of  Comon  &  the  Highway  thereabouts,  &  any  oth'  ground  thereabouts, 
they  are  to  sett  the  bounds  of  the  Highwaies,  &  each  peice  of  Ground 
00  every  side  &  end  &  to  bring  report  thereof  to  the  Townsmen  the 

>  Goodman  BaiTett,—Jatn«s  Baxrett,  ent  corner  of  School  and  Main  Streets, 
— whose  hoose,  sunding  near  the  piaa-  in  Everett, «  elsewhere  noticed. 
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The  Snrv^f^s 
orJ--':  the  as 
^tktXil  month 
lut  .  .  •  •  make 
rtforl  of  what 
Comom  fatchts 

fmmdat 
mittitki'  neare 
yuHtt  Barrttti 


next  7:  6aef  come  seven  night,  &  thejr  aie  to  desire  EdiH  Canrington 

Co  helpe  them  in  what  hee  can  Informe  them,  they  are  to  vie[w3 
ground  of  the  town  at  the  uppFend  of  his  Hay  iotts  &  to  bring 
report.* 

The  first  month  &  31 :  day  1654. 
Wee  whose  names  ate  heereund^  written,  have  ac- 
coid:  to     desire  of  yf  Select  Townsmen  this  yeare 

have  veiwed  some  Comon  ground  on  Mistickeside, 
&  what  wee  have  found  &  scene  lyeth  thus  as  fol- 
loweth:  one  peice  of  Comon  lyeth  by  James  Harreits 
ground  on  the  I£ast,  &  on  the  West  the  Highway,  on 
the  North  Bro:  Carringtons,  on  the  South  the  High- 
way to  Winnisemitt,  also  A  litde  peice  of  Comon  at 
the  upper  end  of  bro:  Hutchinson,  ground,  hee  on  the 
West  y*  Highway  on  the  North  &  East,  And  A  Try- 
angle  point  in  y".  south ;  also  anoth'  peice,  of  Comon  lying  thus  to  o' 
best  memory  at  o\  first  Uying  out,  of  the  Meadows,  on  the  South  end 
Mr  Cullick,  on  the  west  Tho:  Ewar,  on  yf  North  Geo:  Hutchinson,  on 
the  East  side  y?  Highway,  some  othT  Ombou  against  James  Barretts 
house  wee  saw  there,  it  was  but  little,  &  A  Highway  was  to  goe  through 
it,  wee  lett  it  alone 

Tho:  Pearce,  VV^  Baker.* 

Although  the  lands  west  of  the  North  River,  comprising  the 
farms  of  the  Rev.  John  Wilson  and  Increase  Nowell  and  the 
long  range  of  common  extending  to  Woburn  and  Reading, 
were  left  to  Charlestown,  the  care  or  authority  of  that  town  over 
matters  there  seem;;  for  a  long  time  to  have  been  of  little 
moment.  It  was  principally  exercised  at  Wilson's  Point  in 
quieting  the  disputes  of  the  Blanchards  and  John  Giippy.  who 
had  divided  the  Wilson  farm  which  Thomas  Blanchard  pur- 
chased in  165^1^  In  1 661  the  selectmen  were  called  to  settle 
the  fences  at  the  farm  in  the  possession  of  Geoi^  and  Samuel 
Blanchard,  and  John  Guppy.  and  again  the  next  year.  In  1664 
the  three  persons  named,  "  all  dwelling  at  p'scnt  on  that  farme 
sometime  called  m'  Willsons  farme  .  .  .  submit  themselucs  as 
other  inhabitants  of  the  Towne  vnto  the  towne  orders  &c."  On 

*  Chartetfmm  RetvtdSy  U.  in  l9C9,  the  north  by  Nowdl's  Creek,  whidi  now 

*  Iltid,  separates    Maiden    from    Medford  at 

*  John  Guppy  had  acquired  the  one-  ludgeworth.  The  house  was  afterwards 
quarter  right  of  Nathaniel  Blanchard  to  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Shepaid. 
die  Wilson  land,  which  was  bounded  on  Guppy  became  a  pauper. 
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the  same  day,  the  selectmen  "  ordered  the  farm  at  Wilsons  " 
and  the  hij^hway  near  the  house  of  George  Blaacliard.  In 
1665  the  qu.irreUous  fanners  ngain  required  the  interposition 
of  the  townsmen,  and  the  fences  were  again  settled  between  the 
Blanchards  and  Guppy.  Nor  was  the  matter  concluded  by 
a  readjustment  made  the  next  year;  for  it  frequently  came 
before  the  selectmen,  until  1694,  when  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  lay  out  a  highway,  or  locate  an  old  one,  at  Blanchard's 
farm,  "  from  Tho»  Shepherd*  house  (^AUas  nath'  Blanchard)  to 
the  Covntry  road."* 

The  constant  disputes  at  Wilson's  Point  must  have  kept  the 
selectmen  of  Chariestown  busy,  and  the  parties  there  seem  to 
have  had  a  taste  for  litigation,  if  we  may  judc^e  by  the  frequent 
appearance  of  legal  cases,  as  of  Blanchard  vs.  Ciuppy,  and 
others.  There  was  a  slight  change  in  the  proceedings  in  1672, 
when  the  selectmen  issued  an  order  in  relation  to  George 
Blancher,  "  in  not  providing  for  his  family  as  also  his  neglect 
of  Educating  his  children  in  the  knowledge  &  feare  of  God."* 

After  tile  many  settlements  of  their  fences,  and  the  laying 
out  of  the  road  there,  the  dwellers  at  Wilson's  Point  became 
as  [icaccabie  as  their  neighbors  on  the  other  side  of  the  North 
River. 

In  1664  the  selectmen  made  a  division  of  some  common 
land  to  the  Mystic  Side  proprietors.  The  list  which  follows 
may  be  imperfect,  as  the  names  of  two  or  three  at  least,  who 
must  have  been  landholders  at  that  tiiiiC,  do  nut  appear.' 

»  Charhstmvn   Retards^  iv.  im  heo  v.^,  ]  In  .ins'  to  the  petition 

[June  25,  i(j<;4l.  of   the  inhabitants  of    Miaticke,  the 

"  Ibid.,  iii.  in  Uko  [April  24,  1672].  Court,  having  heard  what  the  inhabitants 

'  Perhaps  they  had  already  rue.  ived  of  CharJcs  Tounc  &  Mlsticke  could  say, 

their  portions.    Early  in  165S  Charles-  doe  determine  that  the  inhabitants  of 

town  had  made  a  division  of  the  exten-  Misticke  shall  haue  halfe  proportions 

live  commons  which  remained  to  that  w"'  the  rest  of  \\w  inh-ibitants  ..f  Cbprl-. 

town  in  the  territory  now  covered  by  Touue  \\\  the  comtnuns  Lucly  divided  .ii 

Stoneham  and  the  north-eastern  portion  Charls  Toune,  Misticke  Riucr,  except 

of  Medford.   In  this  division  the  inhabi-  Charlstoune  ieaue  the  inhabitants  of 

tants  of  Mystic  Side,  with  the  exception  Misticke  and  theire  lands  to  Maulden, 

of  EdwardC:ui!ni,'tnii;)ncl  thcl'.lanth.-irds,  and   Maulden  accept  them   to  svch 

appear  to  have  had  no  part.  This  was  the  libertjes  of  commonage  w*!*  them  as 

occasion  of  the  following  order,  and  the  other  theitc  inhabitants  haue  "  Mau. 

later  division  mention. d  in  the  text  was,  C«/«ilf  R«f9rd$t  iv-  349. 
I  think,  in  settlement  of  the  grievance. 
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[November  5,  1664.]  The  Selectmen  meeting  with  our  Jnhabitants 
of  CharlstowTj  Dwelling  on  Mistick  side  mutually  Agreed  and  ordered 
for  them  in  Ihier  severall  lolU  tu  be  Devided  as  follows : 


N*    I  John  Greenland 

2  William  Bucknam 

3  James  Barrett 

4  Edward  Barlow 

5  Walter  Adams 

6  CoockorWheler* 

7  Richard  Dexter 

8  George  flelch 

9  Thomas  Witemore 
10  George  Knowcr 
tr  Phillip  Attwood* 


heads  &  Estate 
head  &  Kstate 
heads  1^  Estate 
heads  &  Estate 
heads  &  Estate 
heads  &  Estate 
heads  &  Estate 
heads  &  Estate 
head  &  Estate 
heads  6;  Estate 
heads  &  Estate 


vail'  180' 
vail'  009' 
vail*  162' 
vail*  60' 
vail*  4o> 
vail*  46' 
vail"  200' 
vail"  200' 
vall^  200' 
vaU»  13' 
valJ«  80^ 


2  2  -04 
0^-00 
20  -03)^ 
07  -01 

04  -~OI 

05  -01 

34  -04 

24  ^4 
24  -04 
01  -00 
09  -OlJ< 


A  little  more  than  tliirtern  years  later,  a  list  of  "yc  several! 
famulies,"  which  the  appointed  tithinj;nien  were  to  take  in 
charge,  gives  an  opportunity  to  ascertain  the  actual  number  of 
fatnilies  seated  at  Mystic  Side,  Eijijhteen  heads  of  families 
are  named,  and  a  few  transient  dwellers  are  implied,  although 
not  named 


Stephen  Paine 
and  to  mindt 
any  fTsom  omitted 
im  Aeu  femuses. 


Peter  Tufts: Sen? 


*  Frances,  widow  of  Isaac  Wheeler 
of  Charlestown^  named  Ridiard  Cooke 
of  Maiden,  about  165$. 


Goodm  Stowers 
Widdo  liarrett 
Nich:  Hookee 
Richd  Dexter 
ThonV  Wheler 
J  a  Me  liens  house 
Widdo:  Lee 
Edw"  Barlow 
Widdw  Bray 

George  Blancher 
Saro"  Blancher 
Thom*  Shepaid 
Goodm  Manable 

Dan"  Whittamoar 
Walter  Addnms 
Thorn*  Michcll  iJ 
other  ffsons  d^oeii  in 
tkar  p'^fmess^ 

•  Charlestimm  Records,  iii.  in  l0C9. 
»  Ibid.  [April  9,  1678]. 
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An  account  of  the  highways  at  Mystic  Side  ha?  been  given; 
and  it  has  been  seen  that  several  parcel';  of  common  land  re- 
mained for  a  number  of  years.  They  finally  disappeared  as 
commons  or  u  ere  granted  to  s-arious  persons,  one  b\-  one.  Of 
these  tracts  was  that  known  as  the  Bull  Lots,  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Main  Street  near  the  present  crossing  of  the  Eastern 
Railroad  in  Everett  In  March,  i6r^  a  committee,  assisted 
by  Philip  Atwoo(^  and  Stephen  Paine,  bounded  these  lots  as 
follows:  — 

on  y*  West  End  Vpon  Rand'  Creeke  on  \-*  E:?5t  end  by  afore  s<l  P.iin' 
ffcnce.  he  allowinj;  n  Sufficient  Cart  high  way,  of  two  j>ole  w  ide.  throut;h 
his  pasture.  A:  so  a  long  Y  South  side  of  his  Orchard,  and  so  a  Long  y* 
Road.  y»  ledeth  to  peny  fferry." 

This  land  was  rented  to  Philip  Atwood  that  year;  and  in 
1689  it  was  granted  to  Philip  Atwood,  Jr.,  for  seven  years  from 
July  3,  l688,  at  a  yearly  rental  of  sixteen  shillings  to  be  paid  in 
provisions,  "  as  it  Can  then  be  bov^ht  for  ready  mone\-  or  other 
wise  in  Cvrran'  money."  These  lots  were  granted  or  sold  and 
passed  out  of  the  possession  of  the  town.  As  Philip  Atwood, 
Jr.,  owned  land  bountled  on  the  west  by  Rand's  Creek,  which 
he  conveyed  in  169^9,  his  leasehold  may  have  been  changed  to 
real  ownership. 

Another  small  piece  of  common  land  lay  on  the  southerly 
side  of  the  country  road  at  the  .South  Sprinsf,  a  portion  of  w  hich, 
containincj  about  tu-enty-six  rods,  was  -oltl  to  Joseph  Lamson  in 
1682,*^  and  hnally  became  the  properly  of  Samuel  Stowers,  who 

ChariisUnvn    Records,  iv.  in  loco  which  bounded  his  property.    .\t  that 

[.March  t,  16    »  ]    The  cartway  through  titnc  ihe  firm  land  on  the  bank  of  the 

Siephen  Paine's  pasture  may  well  have  My^itic  River,  where  the  works  of  the 

been  a  portion  of  the  ]»resent  Main  Cochrane    Chemical   Company  noir 

Street,   north  of  School  Street,  in  stand,  was  woodland.  There  are  other 

Evercit.     Fi.md's  Creek  still  flows,  a  i.slaiuis  in  the  marsh  similar  to  .Sandy 

tiny  stream,  from  the  vicinity  of  the  rail-  island*  one  of  wliich,  prot>ably  that  on 

road  crossing  westward  to  the  North  the  bank  of  the  Mystic  below  the  mouth 

River.    S.indy  Islaiul.  which  it  passes  of  the   North    River,  was  known  .as 

on  the  nonberly  »ide  just  before  it  George   Iiepbume'9   Island  in 

teaches  N'orth  River,  and  which  in  iR^  Ferry  Island,  still  distinfiutsbable.  fur* 

.1  s-nall  i>iece  of  upland  C'-m  J  \\\\\\  ui-hr  d  a  convenient  J  in  lin^  ;  I  n  i-  f.  r 

bushes  and  low  tree!i»  and  surrounded  by  Penny  Ferry;  and  Call's  Island  was 

the  salt  marsh,  was  in  1658  a  part  of  the  fulher  east  upon  the  marsh, 

possessions   of    Robert    Rand,   whose  Ibid.  [April  3^  1682]. 
name  is  perpetuated  by  the  little  creelc 
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lived  on  the  spot,  if  not  in  the  house,  afterwards  owned  and 
occupied  by  Captain  Daniel  Waters  at  the  westerly  comer  of 
the  present  Chelsea  and  Ferry  Streets.  The  remainder  of  the 
common  land  at  that  place,  except  that  around  the  spring,  was 
leased  in  two  lots^in  i/iSi  to  JohnBrintnall  and  Samud  Stowers 
for  twenty  years.  - 

This  Indenture  the  twenty  eight  day  of  may.  Anno  Domini  17 13 
and  in  the  Twelfth  year  of  her  maj****  reigne.  Between  Jn*  Brtntnall  of 
Clutrleslown,  in  the  County  of  Midd"  in  New  England,  Tanner  of  the 

one  part  :  and  Nathaniel  Dows,  Treasur'  of  the  said  Town  in  the  name 
and  by  order  of  the  selectmen  of  tlie  said  Town  on  the  other  part,  Wit- 
neseth :  That  Whereas  their  is  a  Small  slip  of  Land  bcluuging  to  the 
said  Town  partly  indosed  in  and  widi  the  lands  of  the  said  Brintnatl,  at 
or  near  to  a  place  called  South  Spring  at  Misdck  side,  extending  fotty 
loot  in  the  front  at  the  high*way  and  so  imming  Down  towards  the 
marsh  ten  jiolcs  a  half  to  a  stake  and  so  to  a  point ;  the  lino  between 
the  said  Brintnali's  Land  and  the  said  slip  of  Towns  land  to  run  parrelell 
and  strait  wiih  the  said  Brintnals  land  or  house  lott  over  the  way :  and 
the  said  slip  of  land  being  Convenient  for  the  said  John  Brintnall.  Now 
therfore  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rent  and  acknowledge- 
ment of  two  Shillings  yearly  and  each  year  to  be  paid  by  the  ssud  Brint* 
nail,  his  heires,  &c.,  unto  Nathaniel  Dows,  Town  treas',  or  his  successors 
in  his  said  office,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Towne,  The  said  Nathaniel 
Dows.  treas'  as  aforesaid,  and  by  order  of  the  select  men  of  said  Town 
as  aforesaid,  Dolh  by  ihcse  presence  lett  and  Grant  to  the  said  John 
Brintnall,  his  heires,  &c.,  the  said  slip  of  Land :  and  also  the  Libberty 
or  privilidge  of  the  watter  wch  shall  run  through  the  said  slip  of  Towns- 
land  from  south  Spring:  for  and  During  the  Term  of  Twenty  ycares 
from  hence  next  ensuinc;  to  be  Compleat  and  Ended.  And  I,  the  said 
Jn"  Brintnall.  Do  liy  these  presents  for  myself,  my  heires,  execut'  ,  and 
Adm'%  promise  and  engage  to  pay  the  said  yearly  rent  and  Acknowlciigc- 
ments  of  Two  shillings  to  the  said  Nathaniel  Dows,  Treas"  or  his  suc- 
cessors in  said  office  for  the  use  of  the  Town  yearly  and  each  year 
during  the  said  Term,  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  Term  to  yield  up  and 
surrend'  the  said  slip  of  I^md  to  the  possession  of  the  said  town.  In 
witness  wherof  the  said  Jn"  Brintnall  and  Nath.  Dows,  Treas'  have 
heninto  Tnterchangably  sett  our  hands  and  seales  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 
Signed,  Seated,  &  Deliv*  in  p"encc 
of  us  John  Bkintnaxx, 

Enw"  Larkw,  ftseal. 

Eleaz"  Dows. 
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This  Tndentnre  made  the  Twenty  eight  diy  of  Miy,  Anno  Doro: 
1 713,  .ind  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  maj' rcigne,  between  Samuel 
Slower  of  Ciwriestown,  in  the  Couiuy  01  Midd*^  m  Newengiand,  yeoman 
on  the  one  part,  and  Nathaniel  Dows,  Treaa^  of  the  Town  on  the 
other  pan,  Wttnesecli  That  Wheras  tbete  is  a  soall  piece  or  oorner  of 
land :  bdoogiog  to  the  aaid  Town  Enclosed  in  and  with  the  land  of  the 
said  Stowers  at  or  near  a  pbce  Calle(i  So  jth  Spring  at  mistkk  side  Ex- 
tending Sixty  and  three  foot  in  the  front  at  the  highway :  and  running 
Down  al>oute  ten  poles  and  a  half  on  a  line  to  Brmtnals  an-i  Mellowes 
lowennosi  stake :  and  there  to  run  across  the  meadow  in  Spring  gutter 
twenty  four  foot  to  an  other  stake  against  the  said  Stowers  land :  and 
thence  tip  to  a  stake  hjr  die  said  Slowets  nphnd  and  Orduud :  and  so 
up  to  a  stake  in  Spring  Gutter  at  the  firont  in  the  fence  Lying  between 
a  slip  of  the  Towns  land  Lett  to  M'  Jn"  Brintnall  and  the  said  Stower's 
own  land:  and  the  said  small  comer  of  the  Towns  land  lying  being 
Convenient  for  the  said  Stowers :  Now  therefore,  for  and  in  Considera- 
tion of  the  yearly  rent  and  Acknowledgement  of  three  shiUings  and  six 
pence  yeaily  and  each  year  to  be  paid  bjr  the  said  Stowers*  his  heires» 
&C  onto  Nathaniel  Dows,  Treas",  or  his  succesaois  in  this  said  oflke» 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Town  :  The  said  Nathaniel  Ekjws,  Treas'  as  afore- 
said and  by  order  of  the  selectmen  of  said  Town  as  aforesaid.  Doth  by 
these  presents  grant  and  Lett  to  the  said  Samuel  Stowers,  his  heires, 
&c.,  the  said  Corner  or  piece  of  Land  for  and  During  the  term  of 
twen^r  yeaies  from  hence  next  Ensuing  to  be  Compleated  and  £nded» 
and  the  said  Stowets  shall  not  stop  the  passage  <^tbe  Watter  in  the  said 
land  Coining  out  of  South  Spring :  nor  alter  or  tarn  it  oat  of  the  Nat* 
turall  course :  And  I,  the  said  Samuel  Stowers,  do  by  these  presents, 
for  myself,  my  heires,  cxecuf*.  &  Adm",  promise  and  engage  to  pay 
said  yearly  rent  and  Acknowledgements  of  three  shillings  fic  six  pence 
to  the  sakl  Nathaiyel  Dows»  Tieasf,  or  hb  sncoesson  hi  said  office  iat 
the  use  of  the  Town  yearly:  and  each  year  during  the  said  tenn :  and  at 
the  end  of  the  said  to  yeild  an  l  surrender  the  peice  and  Comer  of  land 
to  the  possession  of  the  said  Town.  In  Witnes  wherof  we,  the  said 
Samuel  Slower;  and  Nath'  Dows,  treasurer,  have  herunto  Interchangably 
sett  their  hamis  and  seals  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

Signed,  Sealed,  &  Deliver^  in  the 
presence  <^  us  Samuel  Siowbrs 

Joseph  LAHPSOgr,  &seal.>" 
Joseph  Whtitemore. 

The  triangular  piece  which  was  leased  to  Brintnall  could  still 
be  seen  in  1893.    It  was  long  known  as  Blaner's  tan-yard,  and 
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later  as  Joanna  Oliver's  close.  Brintnall  was  a  tanner  and  used 
the  premises  in  his  business,  as  did  Benjamin  Hianc\',  who  pur- 
chased both  lots  of  the  town  of  Charlestown  in  i72  "h.** 

"White  Island  and  the  sedge  bank  by  it, "—that  island  in 
the  Mystic  which  is  now  crossed  by  the  Eastern  Railroad,  was 
leased  to  John  Sprague  in  1697  for  seven  years,  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  shillings  yearly;**  and  about  the  same  time,  Ferry 
Island,  or  that  piece  of  firm  land,  surrounded  by  salt  marsh,  on 
which  the  landing-way  and  other  appurtenances  of  Penny  Ferry 
were  situated  was  granted  to  Benjamin  Sweetser,  Jr.,  for  four 
years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  six  shillings.^^  This  land,  import- 
ant from  its  position  in  regard  to  the  ferry,  remained  to  Charles- 
town  after  the  annexation  of  Mystic  Side  to  Maiden,  and  is  now 
the  narrow  strip  by  which  Boston  has  a  foothold  upon  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Mystic. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Charlestown  exercised  any  great  care 
over  its  dependents  across  the  riveri  beyond  the  ordering  of 
roads  and  fences  and  common  lands,  or  that  much  of  the  com- 
mon fund  was  expended  for  their  benefit  Their  religious  needs 
were  supplied  by  the  Maiden  church,  of  which  they  were  a 
component  part;  but  no  provision  appears  to  have  been  made 
for  the  education  of  their  children.  If  any  were  made,  it  must 
have  been  slight  indeed  to  have  left  no  indication  of  its  exist' 
ence.'^  At  length,  in  1721,  it  is  recorded  that  "M' John  Tufts 
made  Request  of  £^  Raised  for  y*  School  mistick  side  Left 
to  Consid';*'  and,  after  consideration;  perhaps,  "John  Tufts, 
Samuel  Sweetser  &  Stower  Sprague  for  Mistick  Side**  were 
appointed  to  agree  with  a  schoolmaster.^*  They  agreed  with 
Nathan  Bucknam,  a  son  of  Joses  Bucknam,  who  had  just  been 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and  who  taught  not  only  at 
Mystic  Side,  but  also  in  Maiden  under  the  change  which  was 
about  to  take  place. 

Co.  D(edt,  zsis.  250.    >7<d!f  was  voted  for  a  school  <     ^^yslic  side, 

chap.  xi.  note  25.  and  eight  pr>iinds  for  onu  in  the  precinct 

»  ChartettomH  Rteordt,  vi.  ht  Am  [Stonehnm]  near  Reading.'*  Frothing- 

[July  fi.  i''>'>7].  ham,  History  of  Chiir!fst<rtvit,  249. 

Ibid.  [April  6,  1697].  "  Charlttt«WH  Rtcotdt^  vU.  in  lota 

»  "  [1 7 18]  The  atun  of  three  pounds  [July  3, 1731I. 
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The  allowance  by  Charlestown  of  a  school  at  Mystic  Side, 
and  money  for  its  support  appears  to  have  been  made  under 
the  pressure  of  an  attempt  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  north 
side,  weary  of  their  long:  contiflued  deprivations,  were  making 
for  the  transfer  of  their  persons  and  estates  to  the  town  of 
Maiden.  This  movement  comimsiiced  »  early  as  June  2.  1720, 
s«,^  when  at  a  town  meeting  in  Maiden, 

Jt  was  putt  To  vote  to  se  wher  i  his  Town  will  Joine  with  our 
Charlestown  naightbotu^  jn  petittonittg  To  y  Geneiall  court  forTher 
coming  of  from  Charlestown  to  be  one  Town-ship  with  maiden  acording 

To  warrant:  And  y*  vote  past  on  the  afllrmitiiM:  And  rhatjsaU 
>'  dwell  on  north  side  of  unstick  Riucr  up  To  maklen  line:  and 
from  boston  line  To  medforU  line. 

i  In  consequence  of  the  opposition  of  Charlestown,  and  perhaps 

for  some  other  considerations,  the  application  was  not  imme- 

*  diately  successful;  but  at  the  session  in  September.  1733,  the 

petitioners  were  granted  their  request  in  part,  and  were  set  off 
to  Maiden  for  specific  purposes.  In  all  other  respects  they  still 
remained  a  part  of  Charlestown. 

i  [Sei^erober  5,  1735.3   Penn  Townsend  Esq'fiom  the  Committee 

appointed  to  Consider  the  Petition  of  the  North  Inhabitants  of  Charles- 
town made  y*  following  Repwrt  viz' 

The  Cnnimittee  nre  of  Opinion  that  all  I.nnds  Fstates  lying  & 
being  on  Iir-  north  Side  of  Mistick  River  to  the  South  K^>[^i^  of  MnHen 
'  ^  between  the  bounds  of  Boston  &  Medford  be  Intirelv  free  <\:  ex- 

empted  from  paying  Province,  County  &  Town  Chaiges  in  Charles- 
t  town  (the  Annual  Maintainance  &  Support  of  the  Poor  only  excepted) 

&  that  the  said  Inhabitants  Lands,  &  Estates  be  wholly  annexd  and 
Joyned  to  y*  Town  of  Maiden,  &  to  piy  tht  ir  Proportion  of  nil  Pro- 
vince, County  &  Town  Charges  in  that  Town  (^tiic  Aiinn  il  Support  & 
maintainance  of  y*^  Poor  excepted)  &  Shall  be  accordingly  warned  & 
Summon'd  to  Maiden  Town  meetings  &  act  as  the  other  Inhabitants  of 
Maiden  may  or  Can  do,  any  other  or  former  practice  to  the  Contrary 
Notwithstanding. 

In  Council  Read  and  not  Accepted  And 

Oni'-rrd  That  the  Inhabitants  vS:  their  lands  &  Estates  belonging  to 
Charlestown  lying  and  being  on  the  North  Side  of  Mistick  Kiver  to  the 
South  bounds  of  Maiden  &  between  the  bounds  of  Boston  &  Medford, 
be  sett  olT  from  the  Town  of  Charlestown  and  annead  to  Maiden,  As  to 
the  Charge  of  Supporting  y«  Ministry  Meeting  House,  Schools,  &  School 
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lionise*  is^l  iSiC  Prmje<!^  c£  V.x^     ^  s:k^uc»  :«>  ^JuIic. 

Ia  the  Hcose  of  Rcpresonr  Read  and  Coacar'd 

Consented  to^  IX-iDax." 

Tae  pe^Dp'c  of  Malien  prc^eedeJ  with  unu5u.u  alacrity  to 
accommcdate  thcms^r'vcs  to  the  needs  of  their  "  Ch.*r!e>:o-.v  n 
na'^htbours ;  "  and,  at  a  xc\vr\  meeting  he! J  N\\  ember  15.  17.5. 
a  school  was  established  at  Mv'Stic  Side,  it  b;.ing  w  "  That 
>-*  -chool  shall  be  kept  at  Eben'  Sar^eants  or  at:  Jo>e>  b-jck- 
nams  from  Pnis  Time  ur.ii'.I  nrst  of  march  followin^:. "  At 
a  later  meeting  John  Tufts.  Joses  Bucknam.  Sen.,  and  Samuel 
Swectser,  inhabitants  of  Mystic  Side,  were  chosen  assessors  tV>r 
•*>•*  jnhabitants  of  Charlestown  y'  are  anexed;  *"  and  the  stl..: 
men,  at  a  meeting  held  December  26,  aditisted  rates  with  "our 
charlestown  naighbours  >"*  are  latly  anexed  to  maiden  tor  v<  su- 
port  of  The  ministrey  and  school." 

The  inhabitants  of  Mystic  Side  now  owned  diviJ.  J  duties  nnd 
rcspon>ibilities,  —  ecclesiastical  and  educational  la  tiie  lowu  ot 
Maiden,  and  political  in  that  of  Charlestown.  On  questions 
relating  to  the  former,  they  acted  in  the  meetings  of  the 
younsrer  town ;  and  in  elections,  in  a)*iticrs  relating  to  the 
care  of  the  poor,  and  in  other  municipal  atiairs.  their  vote* 
were  cast,  if  at  all.  on  the  farther  bank  of  the  river.  Assessor* 
chosen  from  their  ow  n  number  adjusted  the  taxes  which  thcy 
paid  for  the  suppe^rt  of  religion  and  the  school. 

There  seems,  natural! \  ,  to  have  been  many  inconveniences  in 
such  a  condition ;  and  tlic  wish  for  a  final  and  total  disunion 
with  Charlestown  gained  ground.  In  1725  William  Paine  and 
seventeen  others  petitioned  for  a  separation^  which  Charlestown 
refused.*  The  petitioners,  however,  carried  the  matter  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  town,  and  appealed  to  the  General 
Court  The  town  of  Maiden  joined  in  their  behalf  and  took 
action  as  follows :  — 

.\tt  a  publick  Town  meating  in  Maiden  December  y*:  lo'!*  1725 
Voted,  William  Satgeant  Modeiiator.  Voieil,  that  A  Committy  shall  be 
Chosen  to  join  with  oor  Chulestown  neighbors  In  y*  prefertng  apetion 
to  ye  GeneiaU  Court  to  se  if  that  part  of  Charlestown  that  haUi  bin 
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Lately  sett  of  or  anexed  to  maiden  by  y*  sd  Court  for  y*  suport  of  the 
minnistry  &  Sclioole,  may  now  be  wlwley  sett  of  to  be  as  one  with 
Maiden,  both  they  &  all  Lands  that  Ly  within  y*  bounds  mentioned 
in  a  I^te  Act  of  y*  General!  Court  Refering  to  those  our  Charlestown 
neighbors. 

Jacob  Wilson  and  Jonathan  Barrett  were  chosen,  who,  joining 
with  Joses  Bncknam,  of  M3rstic  Side,  pressed  the  application 
before  the  Court  with  the  result  indicated  in  the  following 
extracts. 

[December  23,  1 725.]  A  Petition  of  Joses  Bucknam  of  Charlestown 
&  Jacob  Wilson  &  Jonathan  Barret  of  Maiden  in  Ik-half  of  the  Jnhabi- 
tants  of  Maiden  &  of  Charlestown  living  on  the  North  Side  of  Mistick 
River  bordering  upon  the  Town  of  Maiden  between  the  Towns  of 
Boston  &  Mcdford,  Praying  that  the  Lands  &  Estates  of  the  Charles* 
town  Inhabitants  within  the  Bounds  aforesaid  may  be  annex'd  to  the 
Town  of  Maiden  in  all  Respects. 

Jn  the  House  of  Represent"?  Read  or  Reftrred  to  the  next  May 
Session  for  hinher  Consideration,  And  that  in  the  mean  Time  the 
Petitioners  Serve  the  Towns  of  Charlestown  Stonham  with  a  Copy  of 
this  Petition  That  they  Shew  Cause,  if  any  they  have  on  the  Second 
Tuesday  of  the  said  Session  Why  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  should  not 
be  granted: 

Jn  Council ;  Read  &  Concur'd ;   Consented  to,  Dummcr.*^ 

[June  7.  1726.3  On  the  Petition  of  loses  Bucknam  Jacob  Wilson 
and  lonathan  Barrett  on  Behalf  of  the  Town  of  Maiden  and  that  Part 
of  the  Town  of  Charls;Town  on  the  North  Side  of  Mistick  River, 
praying  as  Entered  Dec;  23"?  1725. 

In  Council  Read  again  Together  with  the  Answer  of  the  Town  of 
Charlestown,  And  the  Same  being  duly  Considered. 

Ordered  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Charles  Town  within  y?  limits  de- 
scribed in  this  Petition  with  their  Estates,  and  the  Lands  belonging 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  Maiden  within  the  Sime  Limits  be  Sett  off 
from  the  Said  Town  of  Charlestown  and  joyned  to  the  Town  of  Mald<*n 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  Whatsoever,  Provided  that  the  Ferry  called 
Penny  Ferry  with  the  profits  thereof  remain  to  the  Said  Town  of 
Charlestown,  and  Chat  the  way  on  the  North  Side  lately  purchased  by 
Charlestown  ly  open  for  the  Use  of  the  Said  Ferry. 

In  the  House  of  Represent*** :  Read  and  Concur'd. 

Consented  to,  W**  Duhuer.^ 

^  General  Court  Recer.lt,  \\'\\.  c^t^.  "Shewing    that    there    are    cerf  .in 

^  Ibid.,  145.  Iq  1730  a  committee  Lands  within  the  Limits  of  that  Fart  of 
of  the  town  petitiooed,  Chwlestowa  that  was  set  off  to  Maiden 
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Thirty-four  years  later  the  ground  thus  taken  fmni  Charles- 
town  was  viewed,  its  northern  line  described,  and  its  inhabitants 
named. 

[September  13,  1760]  I,  John  Townsend  of  Cbaricstown  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex  Sadler  of  full  age  Teslifie  &  Say  That  the  Divid- 
ing line  between  the  Towns  of  Maiden  &  Charlestown,  before  part  of 
Charlestown  was  Annex*^  to  Maiden,  Began  at  a  marked  Tree  which 
Stood  in  an  old  wall  in  the  Esterly  Side  of  Joseph  Sargents  Land,  by 
the  line  of  the  Present  Town  of  Chelsea,  &  from  thence  ran  Westerly 
near  a  Strait  Line  to  a  tiee  at  the  north  End  of  Deacon  lames  Hoveys 
Lott  &  from  Thence  Westerly  to  a  Rock  marked,  M  :  C.  near  Phinehas 
Sargeants  old  Hoijse  &  from  thence  Northerly  unto  an  old  Stump  in 
the  Comer  of  Ml  iienj*  Bucknams  pasture  &  from  thence  westerly  near 
a  Strait  line  to  Sandy  Bank  River  So  call"'.  And  upon  Viewing  the 
Line  albres*!  J  find  the  two  Trees  aforesl  are  gone  and  That  the  Familys 
Following  Live  on  that  part  of  Maiden  which  was  Chariestown  Viz ; 
The  heads  of  the  Familys  are 


VVid?  Abigail  Barritt 
Eben'  Barritt 
Dca:  Joses  Riicknam 
Wid"  Plicbe  Buckuam 
Aron  Bocknam 
Moses  Bucknam 
lohn  Bucknam 
Zaccheus  Banks 
Nehemiah  Riany 
Wid-J  Abigail  Blany 
lohn  Bechum 
Deacon  Caswell 
Moses  Collins 
lohn  Nichoils 
lohn  Oliver 
John  Paine 

in  the  year  1725,  the  Owners  whereof 
live  in  other  Towns,  &  therefore  refuse 
to  pay  Rates  for  thme  Lands  to  Maiden. 

pretendini;  thcv  .in-  in't  "uu  liuliul  in  tt^it 
Order,  Praying  this  Court  to  expluin  the 
Order  above  refer'd  to.  ft  to  signify 
tiirir  ri  .i-iirc,  win  iin-i  iiie  l^nds afore 
refer'd  to  are  included  therein." 
Tn  answer  to  this  petition  it  was 

"  Or,fire,f  thnt  all  the  I,and<^  within 
(he  Limitfl  described  in  the  Petition  of 


Benj.  Sprague 
Thos.  Sargeant 
Joseph  Sargeant 
lohn  Sargeant 
Wid^  WheeUer 
Daniel  Whittemore 
loseph  WliittemoK 
Wid?  Mudge 
Amos  Stowers 


And  upon  y"  Best  ludg* 
ment  I  haue  been  able  to 

make  tipon  Viewing  y'  Sec- 
ond Tarrish  in  Maiden  I 
am    well    Sattisfied  that 

Joses  Bucknam  &  others  in  f  rh.ilf  of 
the  Town  of  Maiden  &c  presented  to 
this  Court  Anno  1725.  be  ft  hereby  are 
declared  to  bclMHi;  to  tlur  Tou:i  of 
Maiden  to  all  Jntents  &  Purposes  what- 
soever. Except  the  white  Jsland  so 
called,  i^'  the  I,.uiii<  l-elr.npinrr  tr>  I",  ny 
Ferry,  &  the  Lands  belonging  to  C  harks- 
town  School :  w«^  are  to  remain  to  the 
Town  of  Charlestown,"  Cmtmt  Cmtrt 
HeconU,  xiv.  4J4. 
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Luni  i'ratt  Deducting  The  Real  Estates 

Wtdf  Ridiefdson  which  was  Excepted  Out 

David  Saigent  of  that  Parrish  by  the  Gen? 

Sam".  Sweetser  Court  About  half  the  Re- 

Dca.  John  Mudge.  m.indcr  of  y'  Real  Estates 

in  that  Parish  was  CharlestowQ  Untill  it  was  anoexed  to  Maiden  About 
Thirty  four  years  ago. 

John  Towmsend 

I  lohn  Green  of  Stoneham  in  y"  County  of  Middlesix  yeoman  of  full 
age  TestUie  That  I  haue  been  with  afoces^  lohn  Townsend  &  Viewed 
y"  Dividing  Line  MascA  by  him  mentioned  and  know  that  the 
Faroilys  aforesi  in  y*  parrish  afores*?  Ijve  on  the  Southerly  Side  of 
y'  Line  afores'!  And  u()oii  ^'ic\ving  Parrish  I  am  also  well  Sattesiied 
'I'hat  Exclusive  of  Real  Estates  Excepted  Uut  of  that  Parrish  by  the 
Gen"  Court  About  half  y'  Real  Estates  in  the  Parrish  afores*!  js  on  the 
Southerly  Side  of  y  Line  afoiesl  and  in  That  part  of  Maiden  which  I 
well  Remember  was  formerly  Cbailestown. 

lOHN  GftEEN." 

The  town  of  Maiden  was  now  at  its  greatest  territorial  ex- 
tent. Its  northern  boundary  was  near  the  northerly  shore  of 
Smith's  Pond  in  Reading;  and  with  the  exception  of  the  small 
reservation  at  Penny  Ferry,  which  still  remains  to  Charlestown 
[Boston],  it  embraced  all  the  country  between  the  bounds  of 
Boston  on  the  east  and  Medford,  Charlestown  Commons,  and 
the  new  town  of  Stoneham  on  the  west**   Wilson's  farm,  a 

•  Original  MS.  in  the  possession  of  lalnnir  umlcr  grcu  DittiLiiliies  by  their 

ArtCDas  Barrett  of  Melrose.  This  testi-  Remoteness  from  the  Place  of  publick 

mony  was  obtained  for  use  "  in  an  action  Worithip,  And  the  Said  Northerly  Pari 

of  Ejectment  to  be  tried  by  Review  at  have  thereupon  made  their  Application 

the  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature  to  be  to  the   Said  Town  &  have  likewise 

holflea  at  Worcester"  in  September,  address'd  this  Court  that  they  may  be 

I76q»  ''wherein  the  Rev<  m'  Eliakim  Set  off  a  distinct  ft  Separate  Town,** 

Willis  is  Plaintiff  &  the  Rev'^  m'  Joseph  enacted,  iVcember  17,  1725:  — 
Emerson  Defendant."   This  was  a  suit       "  That  the  northerly  part  of  the  said 

brought  by  the  5k>ath  Precimt  Ibr  the  town  of  Charlestown ;  that  is  to  say,  all 

puri>('bt.-  nf  oKtniniiiL,'  a  portion  of  the  the  lands  lying  on  the  cast  si  le  of  Wo- 

ministerial  lands  at  Shrewsbury)  which,  bum,  the  south  side  of  Reading,  the  west 

failing,  left  the  contentioua  parish  at  its  side  ol  Maiden,  and  the  norUi  side  of 

lowest  estate.  the  fifth  r.Trif;c  nf  the  first  division  of 

**  The  General  Court,  with  the  assent  Charlestown  wood-lots,  be,  and  licrel^ 

of  Charlestown,  considering  that  "the  is,  set  off  and  conttituted  «  separate 

Town  of  Ch.irlo«town  within  the  County  township,  hv  the  n.imc  of  Stoneham.** 

of  Middlesex  is  of  great  Kxt«nt     Length  General  L'^urt  Kecords,  xiii.  49 ;  Protnn<t 

&  lu  s  Lommodiously  for  two  Townships,  Laws,  1725-26. 

.\nd  tlif  XortlK-rly  I'.iit  ilicttcf  hcing        The    Charle^tnwn    wnotl  lots,  the 

competently  hlled  with  jnhabitants,  who  southerly  line  of  which  began  at  a  point. 
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large  portion  of  which  is  now  within  the  limits  of  Medford, 
formed  its  southwestern  corner.  Its  western  line  ran  straight 
to  Reading  near  Smith's  Pond,  that  tract  of  land  comprising  the 
Green  farms,  and  now  known  as  Melrose  Highlands,  not  being 
set  off  to  Stoneham  until  eight  years  later.  Its  extreme  length, 
from  north  to  south,  was  hardly  short  of  seven  miles;  and  it 
was  a  little  over  three  miles  in  its  widest  part.  Altogether  it 
contained  not  less  than  nine  thousand  acres  of  land,  the  rou^h 
and  unpromising  character  of  a  large  proportion  of  which  has 
been  noticed.  That  which  had  just  been  acquired  from  Charles- 
town  was  of  the  best  which  the  town  afforded ;  but  its  acquisi- 
tion was  unfavorable  to  peace  and  prosperity.  The  quarrel 
which  it  introduced  raged  fiercely  many  years,  rending  the  town 
and  dividing  the  church,  and  scattering  enmities  and  law  suits 
broadcast  upon  the  little  community.  Its  brands  were  hardly 
extinguished  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  centur>'. 

We  shall  not  underestimate  the  population  of  the  territory 
then  comprised  in  the  town  of  Maiden  if  we  fix  it  at  six  hun- 
dred souls.  Out  of  this  territory,  with  its  scattered  farms  and 
scanty  population,  has  come  in  the  space  of  a  little  more  than 
a  century  and  a  half  two  growing  cities  and  a  thrivinj^  town, 
with  a  population  of  about  !>ixty-seven  thousand  souls,  without 
including  the  villages  of  Greenwood  and  Wellington,  which 
are  now  joined  to  the  neighboring  towns  of  Wakefield  and 
Medford. 

There  was  at  this  time,  at  the  northern  cxtremitv  of  the 
tfuvn.  a  little  community  of  farmers,  who,  living  from  four  to 
five  miles  from  the  meeting  house  at  Hell  Rock,  became  attend- 
ants on  reli;:^ious  services  in  the  nearer  house  at  Reading;  and 
some  of  them  enjoyed  church  pr!vileL:;es  there.  Of  these,  seven 
were  numbered  by  the  Rca  lini,^  church  in  172°  i  as  "  members 
of  our  Church  in  our  Maulden  aei^^iiborhood." 2*  At  a  meeting, 
held  May  15,  1722,  it  was  recorded  that:  — 

t)  ir  thi-  Mcdfon!  Road  .it  the  ^T.^li'^•)l  In  '  a  catalof;ue  nf  the  brethret> 

line  and  ran  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  and  sisters  in  full  communion  in  the 
tepaiated  the  towns  of  Medford  and  lint  church  in  Reading,  Jan.  3,  172'  „** 
Stoneham  m.mv  yc;ir>.  Mt)«!t  of  this  may  be  fonnr?  thf  nnmc^;  of  ihc  foll.nv- 
lerritory  is  now  embraced  within  the  ing  "members  of  our  Church  in  our 
Units  of  UedfonL  Maulden  neighborhood:  Thomai  Up- 
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John  Green  Att  y*  farms  Sam?  Green  Jonathan  bairitt  And  Beaeial 
OthaiB  y*  petision''  with  Them :  doe  desier :  Abatement  on  Ther  minis- 

tars  Reates :  by  Resoii  as  they  siy  They  due  liue  more  conuenant  To 
Go  [to]  Reding  meting  Then  To  maiden  meting : 

It  was  putt  To  vole  i  o  see  wheibar  y*  Town  will  abate  Those  peti- 
tionars  The  one  half  of  There  miaistars  Reates 
And  )t  past  on  y*  negitiue  : 

VV^hatcvcr  uneasiness  may  have  been  felt  by  the  bretliren  at 
the  north  cfid,  who  certainly  had  some  reason  for  dtssatistaction, 
they  apparently  remained  quiet  until  the  winter  of  1726,  when, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  town  of  Readint^,  tlie  heads  of  ten 
families,  living  north  of  the  line  between  the  fourth  and  fifth 
ranges  of  the  first  division  of  the  allotment  of  16-^5,  petitioned 
the  General  Court  for  a  separation.  Some  attempt  appears  to 
have  ijcen  made  to  obtain  such  an  action  of  the  town  as  would 
reconcile  them,  but  the  voters  refused  to  act  in  accordance.  At 
a  meeting,  March  10,  172^7. 

it  was  put  to  vote  whether  the  Town  will  have  two  meating  houses 
in  this  IVuvn  and  y*  vote  was  pist  in  y  negctive.  it  was  put  to  vote 
whether  y*  i  own  will  Alow  people  \\\  f  north  Eand  of  this  Town 
some  money  to  help  them  to  provid  themselve  with  preaching  in  y' 
winter  sesons  and  it  past  in  y*  negetive 

voted  that  this  Town  wUl  Build  A  new  meetingboose  upon  the  Towns 
land  neare  y*  place  whear  the  Old  meetingh  ouse  now  Stands.  A  vote 
was  caled  for  to  Chose  .A  Committy  10  \(  t  in  y'  Towns  bchnlf  with 
RefTcrrance  to  :  to  :  of  y*  inh.ibitanis  of  this  l  own  that  desier  to  be  sett 
of  to  y*  Town  of  Rceduii^,  and  it  past  in  y'  negetive. 

It  was  seemingly  the  wish  of  a  portion  of  the  townsfolk  to 
give  the  new  house  a  more  northerly  location,  which  was  not 
acceptable  to  the  recently  annexed  '*  Chariestown  neighbors," 
although  it  would  remove  it  nearer  to  the  centre  of  the  town. 
If  placed  on  the  spot  proposed,  a  little  north  of  Lewis's  Bridge 
where  the  house  of  the  First  Parish  now  stands,  it  would  still  be 
far  south  of  the  centre  of  a  line  connecting  the  extremities  of 
the  town,  which  would  fall  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
present  town  of  Melrose.   It  is  not  improbable  that  the  wish 

ham  and  hb  wife,  EHabeth  tJpham,  y«  and  his  wife,  y«  wife  of  Jamts  Taylor." 
wife  of  Richard  Uphuo,  Thomas  Green  Euion^Jiitttrj  ^ Xeading,  140. 
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to  retain  the  meeting  house  on  its  southern  location  induced  the 
favorable  action  which  was  soon  after  taken  in  rcf-  rLncc  to  the 
inhabitants  at  the  north  end.  At  a  meeting,  held  March  27, 
1727,  it  was  voled 

that  the  new  meetipg  hous  shaU  be  set  upon  the  knole  on  y*  north- 
west  of  m'  EmersoDS  Orchard. 

votffi  that  John  willson,  John  Hutchenson,  RichanI  Dexter,  Thomas 
bunlit,  jiiner,  Thomas  parker  ^  mosses  hill  be  A  Commttty  to  treat 
with  tliose  men  of  this  Town  that  Desitr  to  be  set  ot  to  the  Tomi  of 
Reeding  Conseming  y*  mater  and  to  know  y*  bounds  by  which  they 
dener  to  be  sett  off. 

At  a  later  meeting,  May  23,  it  was  voted  "  that  y^^  tenn  fame- 
lys  y'  liavc  pctioned  to  be  Laid  off  from  this  Town,  unto  y* 
Town  of  Redinc^,  have  Liberty  to  goo  to  Reding  with  there 
Estates  Acoriling  to  their  petion."  The  application  of  the 
pctitinners,  and  the  action  taken  by  the  General  Court  appear 
in  the  following  extract: — 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Bancroft  &  Timothy  Goodwin  in  Behalf  of  the 

Town  of  Reading,  &  William  Green  for  him  self  &  Thomas  Upham, 
Richard  Upham,  Nnthnniel  Evans,  David  Green,  John  Walton,  Samuel 
Evans,  John  Evans,  S^imucl  Howard  &  Thomas  Green,  all  of  Maiden, 
Shewing  liiat  tiie  said  ten  Persons  uf  Maiden  with  their  Familie!>  Uve 
ao  remote  from  the  Middle  of  the  Town,  that  they  are  under  great  Jn« 
conveniences  &  Diflkulties  to  attei^  the  puUtck  Worship  there,  &;  their 
Civil  &  Military  Duties  in  the  Said  Town  &  that  they  ly  much  nearer 
to  Reading  ;  And  therefore  Praying  that  they  may  be  set  ufT  from 
Maiden  &  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Reading,  &  that  they  may  have  At 
enjoy  equal  Privileges  &  Jromunities  with  the  present  Jnhabitants  of  the 
said  Town ;  The  line  \iif  which  they  would  be  set  off  to  be  as  follows ; 
VIE,  Easterly  on  Boston  &  Reading  Bounds,  Southerly  upon  the  fifth 
Range  Line  between  the  fourth  &  fifth  Division  Ix>ts  in  the  first  Divi- 
sion, Westerly  upon  the  Town  of  Stoneham  &  Northerly  on  Reading 
within  Half  a  Mile  or  less  of  Reading  Meeting  Uouse.^ 

^  I  hardly  think  that  Maiden  ever  ably  over  half  a  mile  from  the  Reading 

iocluded  the  whote  eastern  shore  of  meeting  honee.   If  the  text  is  correct. 

Smith'-  Pi'iid  :  .ilt!i<>ui;h  if  the  north-  the  whole  nf  the  pond  was  in  Maiden* 

eaxtern  line  of  the  town  was  extended  but  all  the  land  evidences  which  1  have 

without  deviation  It  must  have  touched  seen  tend  to  disprove  it.  The  petitloncis 

the  pond  at  nr  iirir  its  nurthern  nul.  m.iv  tia*.c  hccn  anxious  to  help  thctr 
i^ven  then  it  would  have  been  consider-    case  by  shortening  the  distance. 
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Jn  the  H<Nise  of  Repfesent*!'  Decero'  13. 1726,  Read  & 

Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  refer'd  to  the  next  May  Session  for 
further  Consideration,  that  in  the  mean  Time  the  Petitioners  of  the 
Town  of  Maiden  serve  the  said  Town  with  a  Copy  of  this  I'ctition  that 
they  may  then  shew  Cause,  if  they  have  any,  why  the  Prayer  thereof 
•hould  act  be  granted 

Jd  the  House  of  RepieseDt*^  June  3. 1737 ;  Read  togetiier  with  the 
Answer  of  the  Town  of  Mdden  thereto^  wIm>  hsve  signified  their  Willing* 
nets  to  part  with  the  said  ten  Families :  And  in  Answer  thereto, 

Resohed  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted,  &  that  the  said 
ten  Families  &  their  Estates  be  annexed  to  &  accounted  as  Fart  of  the 
Town  of  Reading  for  the  future,  according  to  the  Lmc  set  forth  ui  the 
Petition;  Any  Law,  Usage  or  Custom  to  the  Contraiy  Notwithstanding. 

Jn  Council;  Read  &  Concax'd 
Consented  to^  Wf  Dinimii." 

The  section  thus  lost  to  Maiden  shortened  the  town  more 
a  mile,  and  carried  with  it  some  of  the  wealthiest  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  to  this  addition  to  the  limits  of  M  town  of 
Reading  that  the  town  of  Wakefield  owes  the  peculiar  configur- 
ation of  its  southerly  portion  embiadng  the  presei^  village  of 
Greenwood.* 


^  Gtuerui  Court  Reevrdt^  xiii.  322. 
"  It  is  possible  that  a  controTeny 

between  Reading  and  Nfalden  was 
cauned  by  a  portion  of  the  ministry 
land,  which  bad  been  reserved  in  the 

allotniLnt  of  1 6)5,  being  included  in  thc 
territory  which  was  annexed  to  the 
former  town.  The  order  of  the  Court 
which  made  ihe  fifth  range  line  a  divid 
ing  line  w<julii  si;t;m  to  be  suft'iciently 
definite;  blit  in  1744  it  appears  that 
Maiden  had  "icf\i-^:i1  to  run  their  Line 
with  Reading  "  and  had  claimed  "  more 
than  their  due."  Reading  petitioned  for 
an  order  defining  the  line ;  and  a  com- 
mittee of  both  hou<icB  having  reported, 
"  That  the  Line  l>et\veen  the  fourth  and 
fifth  ranges  oi  Lots  in  the  first  Division 
Ui  and  ought  to  be  the  Dividing  Line." 
the  boiinilary  wns  roiif.rmed  by  the 
General  Court,  January  j,  i74Vs-  Ibid., 
jcvil.  (41,  536,  619-620^ 

Tliis  si  ttlement.  howcxcr.  Interfered 
in  some  way  with  the  rights  of  the 
Greens,  who  had  been  set-to  Stone- 
ham  in  t734 ;  and  a  committee  of  Maiden 


^d  Stonebam  petitioned  the  General 
Court  "that  no  other  lands  or  estate  be 

set  off  or  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Read- 
ing than  those  lielonging  to  the  Ten 
Petitioners  living  within  the  Bounds 

intTitionoi!  in  thi?  Petition,  that  were 
set  off  by  the  Great  and  General  Court 
in  the  year  XfVfT  A  committee  reported 

in  favor  of  the  petitioners.  "  Upf>n  which 
divers  Viucs  vvLTc  pass'd  hy  each  House, 
but  no  Agreement  of  both  II  jii->-s 
thereon."  Ibid.,  xvii.  (5).  496.  The 
matter  remained,  a  bone  of  contention, 
until  January  15.  1754,  when  Joseph 
Lynde  and  Ezra  Green,  in  behalf  of 
Maiden,  and  a  committee  of  Rcvling 
"a  (Jreed  and  seteted  the  Line  Ue- 
twene  sd  towns  in  the  foloing  maner 
Hi-gening  att  a  Black  oalce  tree  Standing 
Hy  the  Roa<!  lading  from  Reading  to 
Maldin  a  Bout  twelve  Poals  nortberd 
of  Jonas  Greens  Bam  marked  with  R 
and  M  then  Roning  Kstnly  witli  a 
Straight  Line  to  a  hcepe  of  stons  Round 
a  patch  Pine  still  Eslerl  j  the  same  Corse 
to  a  Stak  and  heqie  of  Stons  in  Chelcea 
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In  the  meantime  the  townspeople  had  again  changed  their 

minds  in  relation  to  the  site  of  the  new  meeting  house.  The 
nirciing  of  March  had  been  held  upon  "  an  excessive  Stormy 
Da)  ;  "  and  w  hen 

il  was  objected  by  Some  of  both  Parties  of  the  Town  that  the 
meeting  was  very  Slender,  the  business  of  the  Meeting  important 
(there  was  but  35  Voters,  &  but  so  for  having  it  on  the  Knowl)  by 
Reason  of  this  Vote  a  number  of  the  Southerly  Inhabitants  petitioned 
the  Selectmen  to  call  a  Town  meeting  to  reconsider  Vote  &  about 
the  Same  Time  Some  of  the  north  side  desired  that  all  the  VotM 
might  be  reconstderedi  and  then  a  Town  meeting  was  called.^ 

In  this  uncertainty  a  meeting  was  held,  May  22,  at  which 
the  town  refused  to  fix  the  dimensions  of  the  new  house;  and 
^'  A  Vote  was  called  for  to  see  if  y*  Town  would  Rais  money 
for  y*  building  y"  new  meeting  hous  &  it  past  in  y"  negetive.** 
Eleven  days  later  it  was 

V»ted  That  y"  Town  will  reconsider  all  the  votes  that  were  past  at 
both  y*  Town  meetings  in  maiden  last  march  Refering  to  f  placeing 

the  new  meeting  house. 

&  a  vote  was  Called  for  to  see  where      new  nieeiinghous  shall  stand 
the  modderralor  Declared  y'  in  his  Opinnion  there  was  A  vote  for 
the  sd  meeting  hous  being  sett  between  y°  old  meetinghous  and  the 
Bell  Rock. 

Vpkd  that  the  new  meeting  hous  shall  be  built  iiftyflve  feet  in  length 

and  forty  foier  feet  wide. 

I'otti  that  the  I  o^\'n  will  Rais  five  hundred  pounds  money  towards  • 
y*  building  y"  new  meeting  hous. 

So  far,  those  who  favored  a  southerly  location  appear  to 
have  been  in  the  majority;  but  at  a  meeting  held  June  28, 
it  was 

Voted  that  y*  Town  have  reconsidered  y*  former  votes  that  have  been 
passed  in  this  Town  Referring  to  the  placeing  the  new  meeting  house. 
Voted  lisaX  the  new  meetinghouse  shall  be  sett  between  Lcweses  bridge 
and  the  pound,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Contry  Roade  upon  A  ptce 
of  land  now  Steakcd  out. 

Line  wi  Stak  Being  marlced  with  R  M   rose  uid  Wakefield,  east  of  Main 

nnrl    r"      ^f.^.ts.    Ar.hh-fu  cxvi.   573.  Street. 

This  line  was  conrirmed  by  the  Court,  MS.  in  the  possession  of  Artemas 

and  still  marks  the  boundaries  of  Mel-  Bstrett,  t86& 
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F*?/fv/ Jonathan  Barrett,  Benjemin  Hills,  Cap'  Samuell  Wayte,  SamueU 
Bucknam,  Thomas  Oakes,  Thomas  Lynds,  &  DanieU  floyd,  were 
chosen  A  committee  to  treete,  and  Agree  with  a  workman  for  the 
building  and  Compleat  finnishing  of  y*  sd  meetinghouse  in  time  and 
manner  as  may  be  voted  and  Agreed  upon  by  this  Town. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  "Wearing  and  fatiguing 
Difficulties*' —  the  "Tossing  and  Shakings"  and  "the  un- 
happy Divisions  by  which  this  poor  Town  and  Church  were 
rent  and  wounded  withal.**  ^  Thirty-four  dissentients  at  once 
appeared  and  the  following  paper  was  entered  upon  the 
record. 

Maiden  June  28""  1727  :  the  persons  whose  names  are  here  under 
written  Did  openly  protest  Against  the  Reconsidering  any  votes  that 
have  been  paned  relateing  to  the  pUceing  y*  new  meeting  house  in 

maiden,  mi  Espechally  against  Recon-,iilcring  the  \mi,  iii.it  was 
passed  y'  2'  of  June  1727  and  did  A< ordingly  enter  their  desent 
against  the  pasing  of  any  vote  concerning  the  placeing  the  new 
meetinghouse  and  did  then  desire  that  tlicir  decent  might  be  Re- 
corded, and  did  Resolve  to  Stand  by  y*  vote  that  was  passed  y*  2"  of 
June  instant,  Relateing  to  the  placeiqg  the  meetinghouse. 


Josses  Bucknam, 

James  Barrett, 

Thomas  Burditt, 

John  Manable, 

Daniell  Whittemote, 

Thomas  Wayte, 

Samuell  Sweetser, 

William  Pain, 

James  hovey. 

Jsac  Wheler, 

John  Whitiemore, 

Ebenezer  pratt. 

Daniel  Whittemore,  Jun% 

Stephen  paine, 

Richard  Dexter, 

Samuell  Stower, 

Jan^es  upham. 

John  paine, 

Ebenczcr  iipham, 

S:imueil  Blanchard, 

Josses  Ijiicknam,  Jun', 

Joseph  &irgeant, 

Thomas  Burditt,  Jun', 

Benjemin  Sweetser, 

Stower  Sprague, 

William  Paine,  Juner, 

James  moulton. 

John  Shute, 

John  mudge,  Jun% 

Nathanell  nickols. 

James  Whittemore, 

Nathanel  upham. 

Samuel!  Bucknam, 

Thomas  pratt. 

It  must  be  said  that,  throughout  the  contest  which  had 
now  begun,  the  people  of  the  north  side  showed  a  spirit  of 

Emerson,  Meat  out  of  the  Eater,  7,  <•/  uq. 
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fairness  which  was  far  from  being  imitated  l)y  those  of  the 
other  section.  Although  at  tl»is  time  they  were  apparently 
in  the  majority  upon  the  vexing  quchlion  of  the  location 
of  the  meeting;  house  and  had  passed  a  vote  which  the  other 
side  seems  not  to  have  been  able  to  reconsider,  they  allowed 
the  matter  to  be  submitted  to  arbitration,  thinking,  no  doubt» 
that  the  south  side  would  quietly  acquiesce  in  the  decision 
of  arbiters  whom  they  had,  tliemselvcs,  joined  in  choosing. 
A  coiiunittee  of  the  town  afterwards  said;  — 

In  our  Intercourses  with  one  another  the  Southerly  Inhabitants  were 
Something  uneasy,  and  said,  they  thought  as  the  matter  was  weighty, 
and  the  Vote  not  So  unanimous :  they  Said  if  they  could  have  a 
Committee  of  wise  indifferent  men  to  detennine  the  matter  they 
should  be  intirely  ea^ :  and  at  last  a  number  of  both  Parts  of  the 
Town  went  to  the  Select  men  and  desired  the  Town  might  be  called 
to  See  win  thcr  they  would  leave  it  to  a  Committee,  Whether  the 
meeting  House  Should  Stantl  upon  a  Knowl  in  M'  Kmerson's  Orchard, 
or  between  Bell  Rock  &  the  old  meeting  House,  or  bt  twet  u  Lewis's 
Bridge  &  the  Pound,  which  the  north  nde  nc^withstanding  ihe  former 
Vote  readily  consented  to,  accordingly  the  Town  met  &  there  was  a 
peaceable  meeting,  and  a  General  Agreement.** 

At  this  meeting,  which  was  held  November  17,  1727,  the 
town  passed  the  following  votes :  — 

Voted  that  the  Town  will  chuse  A  committee  for  to  place  y' 
new  meetinghouse  in  Maiden,  Either  upon  y*"  Land  between  y*  belU 
rock  &  y*  Old  meeting^hous,  Or  on  y*  Knowel  on  y*"  Northwest  End 
of  m'  Emersons  orchard,  Or  on  y''  Land  between  Leweses  bridg  & 

y*  pound  on  y'  wcstside  of  y*  Roadc. 

I'oted  f  "f  Town  wi!!  chusc  fi\c  nicn  for  y"  sd  Committee. 

Voted  that  their  shall  be  10:  men  cliosen  by  y*  Town:  5  on  y* 
north  side  &  5  :  on  y"  south  side  of  y*  Town,  to  Nomminate  y*  sd : 
5  gentle  men  To  y*  Town,  &  Jonathan  Sprague,  Samuel  Sprague,  Jnner, 
Jonathan  barrett,  Capt  wayte,  &  Samuel  Newhall,  Were  chosen  for  y* 
north  side.  And  Joscs  bucknnm,  James  harrcit,  Samuel  Sweetser, 
SaTuufll  Cifccn  &  Rirhnrd  Dexter,  wear  chosen  for  y*"  south  side  to 
nomminte  y'^  sd  Commute,  and  they  Did  nomminate  &  y  Town 
Did— vote  and  Chuse  y*  Hon"*?*  Docter  Cook,  Judg  Lynds,  Judg 
Davenport,  Judg  Quinsey,  &  Col.  Turner,  Esq**,  to  be  a  comroitte  to 
place  y*  new  meeting  house  in  Maiden,  Either  on  y*  Land  between 
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y  bell  Rock  and  Old  meetinghouse  Or  on  y*  knowel  on  y'  north- 
west EnU  of  inf  I'^mersons  orchard,  Or  on  Land  between  Leweses 
bridg  &  y"  })ound  on  y*  weit  side  of  Roade. 

V^Hd  that  Jonathan  Sprague,  Jonathan  Barrett,  John  WU]aon,  Josses 
Bucknam,  James  Batiett,  &  Samuell  Green,  be  A  Committe  to  goc  U 
invite  y*  Abouesd  Gentlemen  to  Com,  &  to  treete  with  them,  svbtn 
they  shall  com,  that  are  chosen  to  be  A  committe  to  Detirminc  which 
of  the  three  places  that  the  Town  have  voted  for  y'  setting  y"-  new 
meeting  hous  upon  Sliall  be  y*  place  for  y"  setting  y*  sd  hous  upon. 

While  these  things  were  in  progress,  on  the  night  of  Sunday, 
October  29,  1727,  New  England  was  visited  by  an  earthquake 
which  carried  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  guilty  and  nearly 
convinced  the  righteous  that  the  f^reat  Day  of  Doom,  whos6 
coming  Michael  Wiggiesworth  had  sung,  was  at  hand.^  The 


•*  This  was  known  as  the  Great 
Earthquake.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  ( Kl- 
nan  ol  the  ficattie  Square  Church  in 
Boston  looked  upon  it  as  **a  loud  call 
to  y^'  whole  land  to  repent,  fear,  and 
give  gtory  to  God."  He  and  bis  family 
arose  from  their  beds  **and  sat  up  till 

two  in  y  morniiip;.  s[ieniliny  y*^  time  in 
humble  cries  to  God  for  our  selves  and 
•our  neibours,  and  in  fervent  prabct  to 
him  for  our  singular  preservations." 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Dexter,  son  of 
Deacon  John  Dexter  of  Ualden,  who 
wns  then  settled  at  DcdhatD,  thus  de* 
scribes  it  in  his  diary ;  — 

"Oct*"  29'"  1717.  Sabbath  Day 
Evening  —  a  Xiyht  never  to  be  forgot- 
ten—  att  y  lu  ui  uf  Ten  —  y-"  L''  arose 
&  shook  terribly  y«  Earth  — y'  was  a 
Mighty  Earthquake  for  parts  of  y 
world  —  I  suppose  l)eyound  w'  was  ever 
|(no\\-n  in  y^  Land.  It  shook  y«  house* 
as  if  y J'  w'  have  fell  down  for  y<  space. 
I  suppose,  of  a  Minute  or  two,  &  then 
y'  shaking  ceased,  &  it  seem'd  to  pass 
away  with  a  great  Noise.  &  y'  was  re- 
peated Rumblings  &  lesser  shakes  y* 
iii.^Iif.  some  say  S  lim  s.  I  think  I  heard 
fiueorsixt&severail  times  since,  persons 
have  Affirmed  y<  y-y  have  heard  h,  ft  I 

think  I  was  oim    vtry  sensible  of  it 
y*  I  did,  on  y  fryday  following,  a  little 
before  Night,  as  I  sal  In  my  study,  to 
y'  Degree  y'  it  Jarr'd  the  Windows 
People  were  put  into  a  very  great  sur- 


prize by  it,  both  in  Bcmton  &  in  y« 
(  Kuntry.  —  Upon  y«  Monday  Morning 
after,  y*  People  met  at  y*  old  North, 
m  Boston.  In      Evening  y*r  met  at 

y*  old  South  and  y*  old  Urick,  —  y* 
next  Thursday  was  a  Fast  kept  thro' 
y*  Town  upon  y*  Account,  ft  severall 

were  kept  in  Country  T><\vns.&  y  stroke 
of  prayer  is  still  going  on.  Oh  y*  f  Im- 
pressions of  TerriUe  sliake  may  not 
prc<;ently  wear  of."  vV.  E,  Hist,  and 
Ceueal.  Register,  xiv.  3X>z. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Prince  of  the  Old 
Sonth  Church  in  Boston,  says:  — 

•'On  the  Night  after  the  L-ord«  Day, 
Octob.  99,  about  40  Minutes  past  X,  in 
a  calm  &  serene  flo-.ir.  the  Town  of 
Boston  was  on  a  siui  It  ii  extreanrly  sur- 
priz'd  with  the  most  violent  Shocit  of 
an  litjrthifuake  that  has  Ixen  known 
among  us.  It  came  on  with  a  loud 
hollow  N<iise  like  the  Roaring  of  a 
Great  tired  Chimney,  but  incomparably 
more  fierce  k  terrible.  In  about  Iwlf  a 
Minute  the  Earth  began  to  heave  and 
tremble :  The  Shock  increasing,  rose  to 
the  Hight  In  about  a  Minute  more,  when 
the  Moveables,  Doors.  \Viin1  v^.  W.i'U. 
especially  in  the  upper  Chaml>e[.'i,  made 
a  very  (earful  Clattering,  and  the  Houses 
rock'd  &  craclilM.  .i-.  if  tluy  v\>  rc  all 
dissolving  and  falling  to  pieces."  Prince, 
EartkftMket  Hie  Wprkt  of  G«d^  etf. 

The  Rev.Mr.Colman,  just  mentioned, 
said ;  —  "  Sixfy-fM  years  are  now  passing 
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church  of  Maiden,  as  many  others  in  the  Province,  received 
It  as  a  rebuke  for  past  sins  and  a  warning  against  those  of 
the  future.  "On  a  Day  of  Publtck  Fasting  and  Prayer/' 
December  21,  they  acknowledged  themselves  "many  ways 
guilty  of  breaking  Covenant  with  God  and  with  one  another, 
and  that  we  have  not  Walked  answerably  to  our  Profession 
and  Engagement;  for  which  we  desire  to  take  Shame  to  our 
selves,  and  Repent  as  in  Dust  and  Ashes.*'  Setting  them< 
selves  '*in  the  Awful  Presence  of  the  Holy  Lord,  the  AU- 
seeing  and  Heart-searching  GOD,"  they  solemnly  renewed 
their  *'  Covenant  with  GOD,  and  one  another.*'  Nor  did  they 
forget  dieir  shortcomings  in  the  past  nor  their  strivings  in 
that  present  time.   They  promised :~ 

That  we  will  endeavour  faithfully  to  perform  the  Duties  of  our 
several  Relations.  That  we  win  endeavour  to  love  our  Neighbour  as 
our  selves :  That  we  will  be  tender  of  hta  life.  Chastity,  Interest 
Reputation. —.lliat  we  will  endeavour  to  keep  our  Hearts  with  all 

Diligence,  and  be  very  Prayerful  that  we  enter  not  into  Temptation. 
That  we  will  Watch  over  one  another  (and  be  Watched  over  by  one 
another)  with  a  Spirit  of  Meekness,  Love,  and  Tenderness ;  and  walk 
together  as  Membos  the  same  Body  in  the  holy  and  diligent  Ob- 
seivance  of,  and  humble  Submission  to  the  Ordinances,  and  Discipline 
He  hath  appointed  in  His  Church, 

Because  a  Spirit  of  Division  and  Contention  has  to  n  Criminal 
Degree  prevail'd  in  one  Place  and  in  another  in  the  Kand,  and  in 
Times  past  in  this  Place,  we  desire  to  be  humbled  before  God  and 

•hice  the  Land  was  shook  much  as  it  fallen   aw.iy  as   quickly  as   it  lir^jan. 

traa now:  The /rtiM^  fell  Qff  the  shelves,  Hutchinson,  History  0/  MasnuhusttU- 

l1ie/«»ftrfwro*l  in  and  out  of  the  mortices  B<ty,  ii.  327,  says:  —  "There  was  a 

as  tlu-  houses  rcukM,  t!-.r  'iJ' n{  warm-  gcnrr.il  .i|)pi L-licti^ion  of  dan^i  r  of  rie- 

ing-pans  were  flung  up :  pasuttgtrs  on  struction  and  death,  and  many,  who  had 

the  waf  were  unable  to  keep  their  feet  very  little  sense  of  religion  before,  ap- 

an'!  ^.it  i!i>wn  wli:!e  the  gruMn<l  h'.r.'J  pcired  to  W  very  serious  and  devout 

them  \  Somctlung  aho  of  the  like  noise  penitents,  but,  too  generally,  as  the  fears 

and  r«re  of  the  earth  accompanied  titat  of  another  earthquake  went  off.  the  reii- 

shake."     (' >"in  w.    Thf    /uJ^memtS  0/  gioti>  iniprc-sfon^  went  with  them  and 

Frmmiiiue  m  the  h,tnd  of  CkritU  they,  who  had  been  the  subjects  of  both. 

Sailors  along  the  coast,  feeling  the  returned  to  their  former  course  of  life." 
shock,  supposed  their  ve  ssels  had  struck         Tlic  Pi-Cmtfttnia!  Book  of  Maiden, 

upon  shoals.    It  extended  to  the  West  «6i,  on  the  authority,  probably,  of  the 

Indies,  where  it  did  great  damage.  esp«-  lost  diary  of  Mr.  Ekncrson,  says  that 

clally  in  the  island  of  Martinique.    It  forty  persons  were  admitted  to  fall  com- 

produced  a  sudden  religious  awakening  rounion  in  the  Maiden  church  whhin 

in  New  England,  which  la  said  to  have  two  months. 
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to  be  more  Watchful  for  the  future,  that  we  may  live  in  P^ace;  and 
so  have  the  God  of  Love  &  Peace  to  dwell  with  u«.'' 

How  sincere  were  a  part,  at  least,  of  those  who  subscribed 
this  solemn  Confession  and  Covenant  may  soon  be  seen.  Hardly 
were  the  sheets  which  contained  their  professions  dry  from  the 
pr;  ss  before  they  had  broken  their  voluntary  engagements  with 
their  brethren  and  townsmen.  Six  days  after  the  Fast,  the 
committee,  that  had  been  chosen  by  mutual  agreement,  made 
its  report.  Its  members  had  been  to  Maiden,  where  **  a  full 
Hearing  was  had  of  the  matter  from  the  6  men  that  were  chosen 
to  Speak  in  Behalf  of  each  Part  of  the  Town,  at  which  Time  the 
^  Town  seemed  to  be  generally  Satisfied."   The  decision  was  as 

follows:  — 

We  the  within  named  Committee  have  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
new  meeting  house  shall  be  set  or  placed  between  I^wiss  bridge  &  the 
pound  on  the  west  side  of  the  Countrey  road  on  a  peice  of  land  lately 
staked  out  in  Maiden.    Witness  our  hands  the  27"^  December  1727 
BiMl^  LvHDB  ApsmciON  Davenport 

Edmund  Qoincy  Eusha  Cooke 

John  TtiRNBR** 

This  decision,  being  sent  to  Maiden,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
those  of  the  selectmen  who  were  of  the  south  side,*  who 
refused  to  allow  it  to  be  entered  upon  the  record  of  the  town, 
upon  which  a  petition  was  preferred  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  section  to  "  the  Great  &  General  Court  to  redress  them  in 
this  aflfair."  After  hearing  the  petition  and  the  accompan>  in^ 
papers,  the  Court  passed  the  following  order: 

Jn  Council  Feb'y  21"  1727 
Ordered  That  the  Determination  of  the  Committee  therein  men- 
tioned respecting  the  place  for  erecting  a  new  Meeting  house  in  Maiden 
dated  the  27th  of  December  last,  directed  and  delivered  to  the  Select- 
men, or  some  of  them,  or  another  of  the  same  tenour  signed  and 

*  An  imperfect  print  in  the  posses-  MS.  in  the  pomewionof  Allenia» 

sion  of  Artemas  Barrett,  with  the  fol-  Barrett,  1S66. 

lowing  heading:  —  On  a  Day  of  Pitbliik        •*  The  selectmen  this  year  were  Joses 

Fastitti^  and  Prayer  {Detember  21,  17t7)  Bucknam,  James  Barrett.  Samuel  Huck- 

Occasioned  by  a  Ttrriblt  SarihfuaJit  oh  nam.  Samuel  Spraguc,  Jr.,  and  Samyel 

Lord' s- Day  Xii^ht,  October  £9'*.  17f7.  Waite.    The  first  three  were  south 

This  fragment  may  be  unique.   1  know  side  men. 
of  no  other  copy. 
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attested  by  the  same  commtttee  Januafy  xa*  1727  be  teceived  and 
recorded  in  the  Town  Book  of  the  %^  Town  of  Maiden,  and  be  to  [alt] 
Intents  and  puiposes  obligatory  on  the  Town  puzsuant  to  their  Vote 
bearing  date  the  17*^  of  Novr  last. 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

J.  WlLLARD  SeA 

In  th  House  of  Repiesentatives  Feb^  21  1727  Read  &  Concund 

W"  DuoLEV 

Consented  to. 

The  southern  factionists  were  so  obstinately  intent  on  tlicir 
purpose  that  they  had  no  mind  to  obey  the  mandate  of  the 
Court,  although  by  their  former  action  tiiey  were  fully  bound  in 
honor  to  record  antl  recognize  the  decision  of  the  coniniittec. 
At  the  annual  meeting,  in  March,  1728,  they  recovered  the 
ascendency;  and  the  moderator,  Jonathan  Sargeant,  three  at 
least  of  the  five  selectmen,  the  town  clerk,  and  the  treasurer 
were  of  their  party.  The  report  of  the  committee  beini,'  siill 
unrecorded,  the  selectmen  now  proceeded  to  call  "  a  Town 
meeting  to  See  if  s**  Result  Should  be  put  on  Record,  the  Pro- 
posal whereof  the  north  side  thought  to  be  a  manifest  Contempt 
of  Authority."^'  At  this  meeting  sixty  voters  entered  the 
following  protest  and  refrained  from  participation  in  any  action 
relating  to  the  meeting  house:  — 

Maiden  Aprill  third:  1728:  we  y'^  Jnhabitants  in  Mnlden  on  y* 
north  side  of  y'  River  being  warned  to  meet  at  y'  nu.etiiiL'house  y  llnrd 
day  of  Aprill  instant  to  sec  if  the  Town  will  Kxcepi  of  y  Report  or 
Result  of  the  Honerable  commlte,  a)n8eming  placeiiig  of  y'  new  meet- 
inghous  in  Maiden,  by  pasing  of  A  vote  for  y*  Triall  of  it,  we  hold  it 
very  improper  so  to  Do  it  being  allreddy  Established  by  the  Great  and 
Generall  Court  and  athourity  of  the  same  that  it  shall  be  Received  and 
Rernrded  in  the  Town  F.ook  in  Mnlden  that  it  may  stand  good  and 
firm  to  all  intents  and  puri)oses  as  has  bin  all  Ready  by  the  Town 
Agreed  upon,  and  therefore  we  shall  not  proseed  to  pass  a  farther  vote 
Upon  It  but  do  Expect  that  it  be  entered  in  the  Town  Book  Acording 
to  y*  order  of  y*  Great  and  Generall  Court :  we  y*  subscribers  Dexir 
that  for  y*  Resons  abovementioned  our  dt  scnts  may  be  Recorded 
Against  y*  vote  that  has  bin  past  for  not  Recording  y*  Report  Refvring 
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to  placcing  [y*]  new  meeting  [house]  in  maiden,  as  by  y*  honenbte 
commUty  chosen  for  that  servis. 


Jonathan  faarrett, 

Joseph  Wayte, 

Samueli  Sprague, 

Ebenezer  hamden. 

Thomas  prat^ 

SanV  Sprague,  Juner, 

John  upham, 

William  pratt, 

Samiit  ll  Waytc, 

(->               111  J 

Samueli  howaia. 

Lciiiucll  Jenkins, 

Danill  floyd. 

Jonathan  howard,  Juner, 

Benj*  Hills, 

Ebenexer  harden  a. 

Jonathan  Howard  ye  3, 

Ezekiei  jenkin^ 

John  Sprague, 

John  Willson, 

Jonathan  Sprague, 

J*)hn  Lynds, 

Ihomns  l.vnus. 

S.unucll  New  hall, 

Edward  \\  ayte. 

Samueli  i  ufts. 

Isac  drcen, 

John  Barrett, 

John  Green, 

Samueli  Green,  Jutf, 

Samueli  Green, 

Samueli  mower, 

John  pratt. 

Joseph  Lynds, 

Jabez  Wayte, 

William  ^praguc, 

Joseph  Chadwick, 

Benjeinin  Wayte, 

1  nomas  Wayte, 

Daniel  floyd,  Juner, 

Joseph  Lynds,  Juner, 

David  upham. 

•samueii  orovcr, 

Jonathan  nowaro  jr  Sf 

oaniueii  upntini, 

Nathaniel  Jenkin^ 

Joseph  Jenkins, 

Nathancll  Wnyte, 

Tiinothy  Wayte, 

Daniell  nevvhall. 

John  CoUnian, 

John  pratt. 

Phinehes  Sprague, 

lUchard  pratt, 

Fhinebes  Sprague,  Juner, 

Abraham  hill. 

Richard  pratt,  Juner, 

Timothy  Spr.i.u'  ie, 

Joseph  Green, 

Joseph  Green,  Juner, 

Thomas  Tufts. 

The  faction,  which  must  have  been  a  minority  of  the  voters 
of  the  town,  proceeded,  however,  to  the  transaction  of  business ; 
and 

a  vote  was  called  for  to  see  whether  y*  Town  would  so  farr  Accept  of 
y  Report  or  Result  of  y*  Hon*'*  Committe,  Refering  to  y*  placeing  y* 

new  meetinghous  in  m  dden,  as  tO  Offder  y*  same  to  be  Recorded  in  y* 
Townbook,  and  y  vote  did  pass  unanimusly  Against  y*  Recording  y*  same. 

*'  Our  Chartestown  neighbours,**  who  seem  to  have  been  the 
impelling  force  in  these  "unhappy  Things,"  appear  now  to 
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have  ordered  everything  to  their  own  satisfaction;  and  at  a 
meeting  held  April  17.  all  votes  passed  in  the  preceding  year 
relating  to  the  meeting  house  were  reconsidered,  *'so  as  to 
make  them  all  utterly  null,  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
as  if  they  never  had  been  voted."  A  committee  was  chosen  to 
lay  out  a  piece  of  land  upon  y«  Towns  Land  in  Maiden  near 
y*  old  meetinghous,  to  Build  A  new  meeting  hous  upon."  At 
the  same  time,  a  vote  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  at 
the  farms  in  the  north-western  part  of  the  town. 

voUd:  that  jT  inhaJntmrs  of  y*  north  Band  of  this  Town  shall  have 
tcnn  pounds  ayear  A1o«red  them  to  help  them  to  have  preching  among 
them  in  y*  vrintter  sesons  after  a  new  meetinghous  shall  be  built  and 
finnished  upon  y*  Towns  Land  near    old  meetinghous. 

This  looks  very  much  like  a  price  paid  by  the  south  side 
men,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  for  the  assistance  or  forbear- 
ance of  their  more  distant  townsmen.  SixtyK>ne  inhabitants 
entered  a  protest  against  the  holding  of  diis  meeting  and  the 
consideration  of  the  several  articles  in  the  warrant, 

Whicli  things  we  subscribers  do  think  to  be  very  presuintuous  in 
any  man  to  dezier,  or  Y  selectmen  to  Grant  knowing  that  y*  Town  Did 
vote  and  Chuse  a  committee  to  place  y*  new  meeting  hous  In  maiden 
and  they  have  don  it  Acordingly,  and  the  General  Court  has  confirmed 
y"  Reportt  or  Result  of  y'  sd  committee  and  made  it  obligatory  to  all 
intents  and  purposes. 

It  has  been  stated  that  most  of  the  leading  officers  of  the 
town  were  south  side  men ;  and  it  is  wordiy  of  note  that  their 
party  seems  by  some  means  to  have  had  an  almost  complete 
control  of  affairs  at  this  time.  Jonathan  Sargeant,  one  of  the 
,  most  influential  of  their  number  and  a  leading  citizen  of  the 
town,  was  representative  to  the  General  Court,  1724-1728,  and 
moderator  of  most  of  the  meetings  while  the  question  which 
divided  the  town  was  being  considered. 

There  seems  to  have  been  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
now  apparently  dominant  party  to  regard  the  behests  of  author- 
ity any  more  than  they  had  heeded  their  own  honor  in  the 
matter  of  the  committee  and  its  decision ;  for  they  not  only 
neglected  to  enter  the  report  upon  the  record,  but  they  pro* 
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cccdcd  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  house  upon  the  Bell 
Rock  land.  The  committee,  which  had  been  recently  chosen, 
now  made  the  following  report :  — 

Maiden  Aprill  y'  24"* :  1728  :  wee  y*  Subscribers  being  Chosen  A  Com* 
mittce  By  this  Town,  to  Slake  out  a  peace  of  I^nil  upon  y'  Towns 
Land  near  y'  old  mcetinghous,  to  Buld  a  new  nicotinghotis  tii>on,  we 
have  this  Day  bin  upon  the  sd  Land,  and  have  Staked  out  apeace  of 
land,  on  Towns  Lands  Northwest  of  y*  old  meetinghous  and  near 
unto  the  same  of  56  feet  square  for  y*  Above  said  Service :  Returned 
to  sr"  Town  Clerk  to  be  Recocorded :  in  y*  Town  Book  on  y*  Day 
abouesatd  by  us. 

THOHiis  0AKE8  Thomas  waytk 

Lep^  SAMtn^L  Green  Ricrard  Dbxter 


At  a  meeting  held  May  1 5  John  Green,  Jr.,  Richard  Dexter. 
Ebenezer  Pratt,  Thomas  Burditt,  Jr.,  Ebeneser  Upham,  Samuel 
Waite,  Thomas  Lynde,  Samuel  Newhall,  and  Samuel  Blanchard 
were  chosen  for  A  Committee  to  treete  and  Agree  with  A 
workman,  or  men,  for  y*  Building  and  Compleate  finnishing  a 
new  meeting  hous  in  this  Town."  Of  this  committee  but  three, 
Waite,  Lynde,  and  Newhall,  were  north  side  men.  Thirty-seven 
voters  entered  their  dissent  against  this  action  and  they  appear 
to  have  been  as  persistent  as  their  opponents  in  their  endeavors. 
A  few  days  later  William  Sprague  and  Dorothy,  his  wife,  con* 
veyed  to  the  town  by  a  deed  of  gift,  dated  May  21,  1728,  the 
land  which  had  been  designated  by  the  arbiters.  It  was 
described  as 

a  Certain  peice  of  land  purely  and  intircly  fur  the  bniMinL;  an^i  plac- 
ing a  new  meeting  house  upon  the  said  Laud  lying  in  the  Ibwn  of 
Maiden  and  County  abovesaid  between  LniM»  Mdge  and  the  Pound 
on  the  West  side  of  y*  Road  staked  out  which  the  Hon^  Committee 
chose  by  the  Town  of  Maiden  for  the  ordering  the  place  for  the  new 
mectini!;  liouse  to  stand  h.ive  unanimously  agreed  on  the  said  ground 
given  by  the  abovesaitl  William  Sprn<?ije  to  the  Town  of  Maiden  if  thry 
build  a  new  meeting  liouse  on  it  this  s''  Land  is  fifteen  Rods  long  and 
six  rod  wide  the  length  northcdy  and  southerly  ^nd  boumled  as  fol- 
loweth  Easterly  on  the  Road  Westerly  on  the  Land  of  William  Sprague 
northerly  and  southerly  on  William  Sprsgues  Land  wich  all  the  Rights 
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Profits  and  Priviiedges  thereunto  belonging  unto  the  Town  of  Maiden 
forever  if  they  will  build  a  new  meeting  house  on  the  said  Land." 

About  the  same  time,  "  Cpt.  Samuel  Wayt,  John  Spraguc  «Sc 
a  great  number  of  others"  invoked  the  interposition  of  the 
General  Court, 

Complaining  against  the  Select  men,  Town  Clerk  and  Moderator  of 
Some  of  the  late  Meetings  of  the  Town  of  Maiden  for  not  only  neglect- 
ing to  see  that  the  Result  of  the  Committee  referring  to  the  Place  for 
buildiag  their  Meeting  house  on  (confirmed  by  the  General  Court)  be 
recorded,  but  also  for  their  obstructing  the  Putting  the  same  oa  Record, 
&  acting  in  Disobedience  to  the  Authority  of  this  Court,  And  Praying 
thnt  they  may  have  the  l>enefit  of  the  said  Report;  &  that  this  Court 
wouiii  grant  them  such  Relief  herein  as  to  their  Wisdom  &  Justice 
shall  seem  fit.* 

In  this  petition  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
who  were  not  at  this  time  in  the  best  accord,  found  matter  for 
a  difference  of  opinion.  The  Council,  after  due  notice  and  con- 
sideration of  the  answer  of  the  selectmen  and  other  officers, 

And  it  fully  appearing  that  as  well  the  Select  men  as  Town  Clerk  of 
Maiden,  tuqeiher  with  Jonathan  Sergeant  Moderator  of  a  late  Meeting 
held  in  said  iown  have  not  complied  with  an  Order  of  this  Court 
passed  the  si?  of  Febry.  last,  Ratifying,  &  enforcing  the  Result  of  a 
Committee  for  placing  a  new  Meeting  house  in  Maiden  &  recording 
said  Result,  but  have  acted  contrary  thereto  &  in  great  Contempt 
thereof; 

Ordered  Joscs  Bucknam,  Phineas  I'pham.  James  Barret.  Samuel 
Sweetsir  &  Thomas  Parker,  Select  men  oi  Maiden  together  with  William 
Sergeant  Town  Clerk  be  committed  to  the  common  Goal  in  Middlesex 
until  they  find  Sureties  for  their  Good  Behaviour  &  their  Appearance  at 
the  next  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden  at  Concord  for 
the  said  County ; 

Jt  is  further  Ordered  \\\x\  the  Attorney  General  (or  such  Person  as 
the  said  Sessions  shall  appoint)  brini;  forward  an  Jnfonnation  at  the 
said  Court,  as  well  against  the  Select  men  &  Town  Clerk  above  named, 
as  against  Jonathan  Sergeant,  Moderator  of  the  late  Meeting  there 

(more  especially  in  April  last)  accordingly;  And  Jt  is  likewise 

Ordered  that  the  Town  Clerk  above  named  on  his  Peril  forthwith  record 
the  Result  of  the  said  Committee  for  placing  the  Meeting  house  in  the 
Town  Book  of  Maiden;  and  that  the  Jnhabitants  of  Uie  said  Town 
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proceed  »  ^axxx  k  buji  aor  anr  SCeesof  vne  ia  :he  ?!aee  jgiegl 
5G  and  ecefirned     zus  'C^iiTt.* 

V»  .;e::         -.r'.tr         ir-u^nt  inr:  lie  H--:--^-  "  -  ir 
r'-i  -.r.crs  ^v^i  :t  -  xs  t=ra  njxjcric  :t  ac  eoecr  by  ci;*? 

:•>/••} J  lie  Tv*-a.  Cjcr*  at  iLk-o-rc  be  ^  :uir;^j  w.-^cxsxi 
dlreeteii  so  nccri  tbe  Rfsilt  cf  tbe  Ciars.tTre  BK=t:cci!*i  ia  the 
witr^  P«titJca      pacing  the  Meeting  h-:G3«  F^'Va  Book  of 

Aad  U*t  Ji"-a:rsr.-^  ;t  tie  T:wc  rrxeei  to  crrct  & 
I ... :  '.:,r.:  r.-e^  Nftr-.i-.z  '-  y-^  --z  the  Pace  i^r-^i  :c  br  rh-^  Ccm- 
rr..;:ee,  L"ci*c:i5  T  ,  *r.  y.  -'-uH  i^tee  a=:cQ^  thete.  upon 
ctr.^r  PLic-?,  bcr*-?-;"  ti^:  rr'ortr-l  tie  Cc'r^::"^^.  above, 
i  br-.'.l  K'Ai'i.  io  cal.C'i  ,  i  liy  Li-:x  V.ces  izd  A^reeocat,  bcfc»e  tiiis 
Court  at  their  oest  Sesskm  (:ir  Ccoarmaaoo,  ^  tee  sasxe  be  accepted 
k  cooimDed     the  Ccort. 

Jn  Councfl;  Read  Zl  Son  Coocar^d,  And       P-Mrd  3<iher'.  to  their 

Vote  wT.h  their  own  Amrn  immto.          In  the  H  '.lie  oi  Repceseni'" 

R'-arl  &  N'ors  Conr".  &:  the  Hou^e  lasi^t  ca  tntir  oxn  Vote.  A: 
Ordered  taat  inc  farinex  Cooaidcnil^oa  of  thi>  Peliuoa  be  rcier  li  liiai 
to  the  Town  of  Maiden  maj  have  an  Or  portanitj  of  accomodating 
dieir  Diffieiences  in  the  mean  time. 

JnCooncil;  Read  &  Son  Concard.^ 

And  2 o  the  n.attcr  sccnv.  J  to  rest  for  a  while.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  north  side  soon  rct;;rr.cd  t  j  the  r.  [i  and  pre- 
ferred another  petition  to  the  General  Court  in  August;  for  at 
a  meeting,  October  29,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  by  the 
town  "  to  make  Answer  to  y*  63 :  north  side  petetioners  to  y« 
Gcncrall  Court,  last  August  Refering  to  y*  placeingy'^  new  meet- 
ing hous  in  maiden."  I  can  find  no  trace  of  any  other  action 
at  this  time;  and  if  any  were  begun  or  intended,  it  was  probably 
iitifled  in  the  quarrel  which  prevailed  between  Governor  Burnet 
and  the  General  Court 

•>  6ViMyw/  Cmrt  Reeerdt^  siv.  85.  [Jane  is»  17^8.]         «  i^d^  89 
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Meanwhile  the  soulhcrn  fdction  jicrsistcd  in  its  purpose  ;  and 
the  coniiniitec  that  had  been  cliosen  in  May  made  a  contract 
witii  Lieutenant  Aaron  Cleavehind  of  Charlestown  to  build  the 
new  honse,  which  the  town  accepted,  January  14,  \  ']2^/{y  Fifty- 
one  north  side  men  protested  against  any  action,  saying  that 
"y*  meetinghouse  has  been  placet  Elswhere  by  an  Hon'"  Com- 
mitty  Chosen  by  y«  Tuwn  for  that  purpose."  At  the  same 
time  "  a  vote  was  cald  for  to  see  if  theyr  should  be  a  stcple  to 
y*  s'^  hous  and  it  passed  in  negetive."  I  hirteen  days  later, 
although  fifty-four  inhabitants  entered  a  dissent  aj^ainst  the 
meeting,  it  was  voted  "  that  y  Town  will  have  A  tarrett  upon 
y*  new  meetinghouse  to  hangg  y«=  Bell  ia ;  "  and  "that  the 
Town  will  Raise  money  to  Defray  y"  Charges  uf  Building 
y«  new  ineetiiit,dioiiie  Acording  as  y*  Committy  have  Agreed." 

The  work  of  Ijuilding,  which  hatl  been  delayed,  was  now 
begun,  and  materials  were  collected  upon  the  proposed  site; 
but  during  the  spring  there  was  a  change  in  atfairs,  and  the 
party  uf  the  north  side  either  became  strengthened  in  members, 
or  bc2^an  to  work  with  more  vigor.  At  the  meeting  in  May 
the  town  not  only  superseded  Jonathan  Sargeant  by  the  choice 
of  Samuel  Bucknam,  but  refused  to  raise  money  for  his  services 
in  1728,  as  well  as  for  town  expenses. 

Soon  after  the  action  of  the  tow  11  officers  in  ic^norin;^  the 
order  of  the  General  Court  was  brou;^dit  to  the  notice  ihe 
lustices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  judicature,  three  of  whom, 
includini;  the  Chief  Justice,  Benjamin  Lyndc,  had  been  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  arbitration,  who 

On  the  27'?*  day  of  June  directed  his  Majestys  Writ  of  Mandamua 
to  the  aforesaid  Committee  [of  the  town],  requiring  them  to  desist 
from  erecting  a  Meeting  house  in  the  Town  of  Maltlen  at  any  other 
place  than  that  agreed  upon  &  directed  to  by  the  General  Court  at 
their  utmost  Peril,  &  to  remove  the  Materials  for  building  the  said 
Meeting  house  to  the  aforesaid  Place  assigned  hy  the  General  Court, 
&  Commanded  William  Sergeant  Town  (  1.  rk  to  record  the  said  De- 
terminntion  respecting  the  Sitintion  of  the  said  Meetinc;  house  in  the 
Town  liocik  of  Maiden,  Which  was  to  he  done  wntiD'u  delay;  or 
signify  their  Reason  to  the  contrary  at  the  next  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature,  Court  of  Assize  &  General  Goal  Delivery  to  be  holden  at 
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Cambridge  within  &  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  on  the  last  Tuesday 

of  July /- 

At  the  appoiaietl  lime  both  parties  appeared  before  the 
Court,  and,  after  they  were  heard. 

The  Temporary  Writ  of  Mandamus  was  made  final  pcrctnptory, 
&  the  aforesaid  Committee  required  to  erect  a  Meetmg  house  without 
delay  at  the  Place  aforesaid,  Pursuant  to  the  Order  <A.  the  General 
Court,  the  Materials  to  be  removed,  &  the  Determination  respecting 
the  situation  of  the  Meeting  house  to  be  recorded  as  above.** 

This  order  was  issued  August  4.  and  no  time  was  lost  in 
removing  the  materials  to  the  new  site  north  of  Lewis's  Bridge. 
Here,  upon  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  First  Parish  for 
nearly  one  hundred  and  seventy  years,  the  frame  of  the  new 
house  was  raised,  August  28,  1729,  no  doubt  with  liberal 
compotations  and  a  prayer  by  Mr.  Emerson,  to  the  utmost 
satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  side. 

Finding  the  Courts  in  favor  of  their  opponents,  the  south 
side  men  were  now  willing  to  compromise ;  and  at  a  meeting, 
held  August  15,  the  town  voted  to  "Agree  to  place  new 
meeting  house  Half  way  between  y*  old  meeting  house  &  y* 
place  Reported  by  y*  Hon*'*  Committee."   It  was  further 

Voted  that  y*  Town  will  preferr  apctetion  to  y'=  Geacrall  Court  that 
the  order  of  y*  sd  Court,  may  be  seet  aside,  Refering  to  y*  placing  y* 
new  meeting  house,  &  that  y*  Town  of  maiden  may  order  y*  setting 
y*  sd  House  by  amajor  vote,  Or  that  y*  Generall  Court  will  send  a 
Committe  of  Both  Houses  to  stale  f  plac  of  y*  s^  House  to  sund 
upon : 

Voted  that  mesurs:  Josses  Bucknam,  Sam'.'  Swtetser  Jonathan 
Saxgeant  are  Chosen  A  Committe  to  Act  as  Agents  for  y«  Town  at 
y*  Generall  Court  with  Referrance  to  -f  petetion  above  mentioned. 

Sixty-three  "  inhabitants  on  y*  north  side  of  y*  River  "  pro- 
tested against  the  consideraliun  of  the  articles  contained  in 
the  warrant  for  this  meeting,  "which  Artcklcs,"  said  they.  "  are 
very  unjust  &  unreasonable  for  y'  y*  inhabitants  of  this  Town 
on  y*  north  side  of  y*  River,  &  y  inhabitants  on  y*  South  side 
of  y"  River  being  Two  partys  Did  n-^rec  to  Chuse  an  Hon'*^'" 
Committee  to  place      new  meeting  house  in  maltlcn." 
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Nothing  came  from  the  appomtment  of  this  committee  of 
south  side  men;  but  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court, 
Samuel  Bianchard  and  Ebenezer  Upham,  acting  as  a  com> 
mittee  of  the  town,  complained  of  the  action  of  the  Superior 
Court,  "  for  as  much  as  the  Major  Part  of  the  said  Town  are 
averse  to  the  Meeting  house  being  placed  there,  Therefore 
Praying  for  Redress  from  this  Court."  The  lower  branch  of 
the  General  Court,  having  considered  the  petition,  reviewed  the 
action  of  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court,  which  they  de- 
clared "  to  be  very  eactraordinary  &  not  warranted  by  Law," 
and  not  to  "be  supported  by  any  Law  of  this  Province." 
*'  We  therefore,"  said  the  Representatives, 

think  it  incumbent  on  this  Court  to  rignify  their  Disapprobation  of 
such  a  Practice,  or  being  any  ways  countenanced,  lest  in  a  short  time 
the  Courts  established  here  assume  to  them  selves  Powers  in  Prtjudice 
to  the  Rights,  Properties  &  Estates  of  his  Maj'>'^  good  Subjects  within 
this  Jurisdi[ct]ion  &  the  known  &  well  approved  Trials  by  Verdicts 
of  Jurors  in  a  great  measure  [be]  rendered  useless :  For  prevention 
whereoi^ 

The  afore  Writ  <tf  Madamus  &  all  the  Proceedings  of  the  Justices 

had  thereon  be  by  the  Authorty  of  this  Great  &  General  Court  & 
hereby  are  declaicd  to  be  set  aside  &  made  null  &  void  to  all  Jntents 

&  Purposes  whatsoever. 

The  Council,  being  composed  of  better  lawyers  than  the 
other  House,  saw  clearly  through  the  sophistry  which  the 
Representatives  had  thrown  around  the  subject  and  quickly 
cleared  it  of  difficulties  by  a  unanimous  non-concurrence.  "  The 
Board,**  said  they, 

having  cnter'd  into  the  Consideration  of  the  Petition  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Maiden  referring  to  the  Mandamus  granted  by  the  Jurlges 
of  the  Superior  Court  &  the  Vote  of  the  Hon""^  House  thereon,  & 
having  Unanimously  Non  Concur'd  the  said  Vote  think  it  proper  to 
inform  the  House  thereof,  that  so  the  People  of  Maiden  may  not  be 
kept  longer  in  suspence,  but  go  on  to  build  or  finish  the  Meeting  house 
in  the  Place  where  it  is  now  ordered  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
General  Court^ 

This  ended  the  matter  so  far  as  Maiden  was  concerned  and 
the  meeting  house  was  finished  on  the  spot  where  it  had  been 
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beguQ :  *  but  the  d^nity  of  tibe  House  of  ReiHeseotativcs  had 
been  wounded  and  its  wiadoai  impeached,  and  lor  seven  day's, 
a  wordy  passage  at  arms  prevailed  between  tiie  upper  and 
lower  branches  of  the  Great  and  General  G>urL 

The  House  looked  upon  **  the  Reasons  given  by  the  Hon^ 
Board*'  as  ^'vety  surprizing,"  and  declared  that  **the  House 
suppose  the  Maiden  Committee  or  any  other  Persons  are  no 
ways  obliged  to  observe  the  Orders  &  Determinations  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  the  aforesaid  Writ  of  Mandamus."  The 
Council  in  return  regarded 

it  ss  an  exttaotdinaty  &  unwsnantable  I^tx^edii^  &  of  daagerom 
Conseqneooe  for  the  House  to  declare  their  Opinion  that  the  Maiden 

Committee  or  any  other  Persons  nre  not  obliged  to  follow  the  Orders 
&  Uetermuulioni  of  the  Juitice;  of  the  .S'^penor  Co'irt  in  the  afore- 
said Writ  of  Mandatuu:i :  And  it  seeim  very  :>lfiinge  to  ihe  lk>ard  that 
when  the  Writ  of  Mandsmus  was  designed  only  to  enforce  Obedience 
to  an  Older  M  the  General  Coort  that  the  House  sboold  suggest  thai 
the  Persons  were  at  their  Liberty,  &  thereby  encourage  their  Dis- 
obedience to  an  Order  of  the  Great  &  General  Cotut  or  Assembly  of 
this  Province. 

The  House  was  "  constrained  shortly  to  reply,"  and  affirmed 
**  that  the  Pains  taken  by  the  Board  to  prevent  the  sincere 
good  Design  of  the  House  in  acting  as  they  did  in  that  Affair, 
cannot  be  accounted  for,"  and  that  the  "  Jnsinuation  that  tlie 
House  had  encouraged  Disobedience  to  an  Order  of  the 
General  Court  is  cxtreamly  injurious  &  bears  hard  upon  the 
Jntegrity  of  the  House."   The  Council  retorted  that 

The  Board  had  very  good  reason  to  hope  from  the  Message  they 
sent  down  to  the  Hon"*^  House  the  tweiitieili  ct:rrant  [September] 
referring  to  Maiden  new  Meeting  house  ^  the  Mandamus  of  the 
Judges  tl>ereupon,  &  in  answer  to  the  Message  of  the  House  dated 
the  day  before,  to  have  heard  no  more  of  that  aHair,  And  what  it  is 
that  has  constrained  the  House  to  send  up  their  Reply  they  kno«r  best 
themselves. 

They  insisted  firmly  upon  the  maintenance  of  the  authority 
of  the  Superior  Court,  and  arraigned  the  House  for  its  inter- 

**  Although    the   committee   was  madoas  to  the  tut;  and  the  report  of 

fnrcrd  t  )  [i:     c  1  aiih  the  building  of  the  committee  wai  never  Cnttucd  upon 

the  house  on  the  spot  approved  by  the  the  town  record. 
Court,  the  town  derfc  remained  contu- 
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ference.  In  conclusion  they  went  directlv  to  the  heart  of  the 
whole  matter  in  a  manner  which  showed  that  they  understood 
the  condition  of  Maiden  as  well  as  the  constitutional  bearings 
of  the  question  under  consideration. 

The  House  indeed  seem  veiy  jealous  of  the  Liberty  &  ^operty 

of  the  Subject  so  far  as  to  protect  them  from  Writs  issuing  out  of  the 
Superior  Court;  but  then  m  the  same  Breath  they  draw  the- Jurisdic- 
tion to  themselves,  when  certainly  it  is  most  agreeable  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  English  Governm!  so  it  is  best  upon  all  accounts  for 
Matters  of  Liberty  &  Property  to  be  determined  by  the  Courts  of 
Justice  &  not  by  the  General  Court.  Nor  can  the  Board  think  it 
proper  for  this  Court  upon  this  Occasion  especially  to  inquire  into 
the  Power  of  the  Superior  Court  as  to  Writs  of  Mandamus  Prohibi- 
tions &c ;  Jt  may  be  time  enough  to  do  that  when  there  may  be  just 
matter  of  Complaint,  &  not  when  the  Mandamus  in  (luestioTi  wa 
founded  on  <k  licsigued  to  inforce  an  Order  of  this  Court,  6c  nui  m 
any  Affiur  of  private  or  personal  Liberty  or  Property  that  might  be 
proper  for  a  Jury  to  try,  but  a  Matter  of  great  Concern  to  the  Jnterests 
of  Religion  and  the  Peace  of  the  Town  of  Maiden.^ 

The  House  made  no  reply;  and  as  other  quarrels  were 
available  this  one  was  tacitly  abandoned  and  the  to\m  of 
Maiden  was  left  in  the  cai  u  of  the  Superior  Court  and  its  writ 
of  Mandamus,  now  "  made  final  8:  peremptory." 

The  south  side  men,  although  defeated,  were  still  defiant 
and  factious.  At  a  meeting  held  May  ii,  1730,  they  influ- 
enced and  passed  a  vote  by  which  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  building  of  the  new  house  was  authorized  "  to  stand  a 
tr>*aU  in  y*  Law  against  Aaron  Cleveland  of  Charlestown  v\  ho 
hath  sued  y*  s'  committee  for  money  to  pay  for  a  house  which 
he  has  sit  up  in  this  Town,  which  y«  ^  Committe  think  is  not 
sit  to  sattisfaction  of  yf  Town,  they  have  therefore  Deziered 
that  this  might  be  put  in  this  warrant."  Sixty-four  "  inhabi- 
tants of  Maiden  on  y^  north  side  of  3^  River  quallified  to  vote 
in  Town  afTairs,"  protested  against  this  vote, 

which  artickei,  [said  they,]  we  thuik  to  be  very  unresonabic  to  set 
a  man  to  work  and  not  to  pay  him  his  wages  but  hriqg  fahn  under  a 
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ntssL'ty  to  sne  for  his  money  which  y'  Committee  did  agree  to  give 
hiai  fur  builUiiig  *Sc  i'lnni^hing  a  new  mealing  house  in  maiden. ...  we 
are  wiUii^  to  pay  our  proportioii. 

No  intermediate  vote  appears  in  relatiorj  to  this  matter; 
but  the  selectmen  made  a  rate,  June  30,  of  six  hundred  and 
seventy-one  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  fivepencc,  '*  for  y« 
Defraying  the  charges  of  building  a  new  meetinghouse  in  and 
for  this  Town."  The  committee  was  cast  in  the  suit;  and  at 
a  meeting,  August  7,  it  was  voted  "That  the  Town  will  pay 
unto  m'  Aaron  Cleveland  all  the  money  that  he  hatli  Re- 
covered against  y*  Coniniitte  by  a  judgment  of  Court  and  to 
meet  in  the  new  meetinghouse  to  Carry  on  y""  worship  of  God 
for  the  futuer."  Ten  days  later  the  selectmen  laid  a  rate  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  and  one  shilling  for  the 
balance  required  to  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  town.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  town  officers,  being  mostly  south  side  men, 
were  in  no  haste  to  pay  the  builder  with  the  money  whicii 
tlic  town  had  raised  for  that  purpose;  and  in  December  the 
coniiniiiLC  was  obliged  to  settle  the  claim,  as  appears  by 
the  foliowiag  receipt,  which  was  afterwards  entered  upon  the 
town  record :  — 

A  Cup^f  off  a  Receit  Jrom  Aaron  Cleveland  of  Charhtown 
Charlstown  December     2 1  :  1 730  :  then  Received  of  ml  John  Green 
&  of  the  Rest  of  the  Committy  for  y*  Building  maldhi  meting  honae 
y*  Sum  of  Eight  hundred  and  Eighty  two  poonds  in  full  for  a  Judgment 
obtained  Per  me 

AjutOM  Clevelahd. 

J udgment  for      870 : 00 : 00 


Bill  Cost  12  :  00 :  00 


Entered  by  firder 
o/jt  Seketmen, 


;^889  : 00 : 00 

Bttt  the  end  was  not  yet,  for  the  town,  cither  sullen  because 
of  the  enforced  payment  or  willing  to  punish  them  for  their 
evident  leaning  to  the  party  of  the  south  side,  or  perhaps  from 
a  combination  of  both  reasons,  refused  to  reimburse  the  com* 
mittee  either  for  the  sum  which  had  been  recovered  from  them 
or  for  their  expenses.  At  a  town  meeting  held  April  14,  173 1, 
the  following  votes  were  passed:  — 
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uoaied-f  Tovra  dont  alow  or  except  y*  btlh  granted  to  y  Coromit^ 
that  went  in  to     Law  with  m'  Aarun  Cleveland. 

voat  wather  y*  Town  wont  Rats  money  to  pay  y*  sd  Committy  and 
tbay  would  not. 

In  May  a  committee,  composed  of  the  following  north  side 
men,  John  Wilson,  Captain  Samuel  Waite,  Daniel  Floyd,  Ensign 
Joseph  Lynde,  and  Samuel  Mower,  was  chosen  to  "stand  a 
triall  or  trialls  in  y*  Law "  with  the  unfortunate  building  com- 
mittee,  "  for  money  which  thay  say  is  due  to  them  from  y*  town 
at  y*  next  enferiour  court  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge."  It  was 
not  until  the  payment  was  forced  that  the  town  did  what  should 
have  been  done  at  the  outset,  and  the  claim  of  the  committee 
was  satisfied.*'  They  received,  March  5,  I73>^,  the  sum  which 
Cleaveland  had  recovered  and  forty-nine  pounds  for  their 
trouble. 

The  last  sermon  was  preached  ia  the  old  house,  Sunday, 
August  9,  1730,  by  Mr.  Emerson  from  Revelation  iii.  3  — 

Remember  how  thou  hast  received  and  heard."  •*  During  the 
sermon,  the  house  of  John  Hutchinson  was  set  on  fire  and 
burned  to  the  ground.^  An  elfort  was  made  to  preserve  the 

47  "At  apublick  Town  m«eHng  in  drey  times  the  Votes  ware  Swept  off  the 

maiden  January  y*  21  day  1731^  <^ap^  'I'ablc.  &  much  disi tirli ."v  diMinlcr 

wait  was  chosen  modoraior    o{  was  ocasioned  thereby  lio  that  the 

meeting.  Worke  and  buisness  of  the  day  wa» 

••rvW.c.ip-  S  im"  wait  John  wilLson  Lef'  Retarded  and  Wholv   Prcucntcd  .  .  . 

Sam"  Uucknam  ware  chosen  Agents  in  and  we  can  see  no  likelyhood  to  obtain 

behalf  of  y«  Town  to  make  afinall  Jssoe  a  r^ular  meeting  (vnder  our  Present 

of  y  wholl  matter  bct^et  n  y  committy  Circumstances)  to  carry  on  our  nffnirs 

and  y  Town  thay  haueing  sued  y«  town  Without  help  or  direction  from  some 

for  money  which  thay  say  is  due  to  Superior  Power." 

them  from  y*^  Town  votrd  wather  y"^  town  *  Bi-<"cftfntnin{  Book  of  M:!Jc»,  128. 

would  forgiue  Ambros  lUaneys  Kates  **  We  ai<^  informed.  That  on  Wed- 

}n  SamK  Slowerses  lists  and  it  past  in  nesday,  /uly  30,  a  desircable  Youth  and 

y^  n.  :,'iiiu(.-  "  the  only  Son  of  his  Parents  at  Mai.oev, 

l  iicre  i>  Mu  I ccitrd  of  another  meeting  Ix-ing  sent  with  an  Horsc,  was  found 

until  March  23;  but  in  the  MidMescx  Dead  by  the  side  of  a  Kock  close  hy 

C^itrt  Files  [March,  17        i"?  a  petition  the  Koad;  It  being  concluded  the  Horae 

oi  the  selectmen  rcftrnug  lu  a  stormy  threw  him  a^jainst  it  and  beat  the  Breath 

attempt  to  hold  a  meeting.  February  21.  out  of  his  Itody  and  kill'ci  liim  imme- 

In  it  they  say  that,  while  voting  for  a  diately."  Xno  England  IVeeiijf  Jtuirnai, 

mo;lerator.  August  iS,  1729. 

*•  Sf)  it  was  y'  sundry  persons  brought  This  was  the  son  of  John  Hnti  h';i>f  in. 

in  Votes  y*  ware  not  qualified  =  Which  1  was  informed  by  the  late  Benjamin  A. 

occariotted  some  disquiet  ft  cenlreuarsy  Tufts  that  the  horse  was  purposely 

amongst  the  people  assemUl  and  sun-  frightened  by  a  nef;ro  riave.  who  was 
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old  house  for  religiotts  purposes.  At  a  meeting  held  Novem- 
Jber  27, 

A  vote  was  Called  for  to  see  if  y"  Town  will  have  pieching  in  y*  old 
meeting  house  for  this  wintte  seson  and  it  past  on  y*  negetive. 

voUti  that  y*  Town  will  sell  y'  old  meetinghouse  unto  him  that  will 
*Give  most  many  for  it  within  Twenty  days  from  this  lueetiDg. 

The  house  was  soon  after  sold  for  fifty  pounds  and  the  pro- 
ceeds supplied  the  means  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  Mr. 
Emerson  for  six  months.  It  does  not  appear  whether  it  was 
demolished  or  removed,  and  tiie  sacred  edifice  may  still  exist 
in  the  walls  of  a  building  now  standing. 

On  Sunday,  August  16,  the  church  and  congregation,  remov> 
ing  from  their  old  home,  worshipped  with  apparent  unanimity 
for  the  first  time  in  the  house  which  had  cost  them  too  much  of 
perplexity  and  ill  temper  and  had  evoked  a  quarrel  which 
lasted  many  years  with  little  diminution  of  its  bitterness. 

The  new  building,  standing  on  the  site  of  the  present  house 
of  the  First  Parish  on  the  land  given  by  William  and  Dorothy 
Sprague,  sheltered  the  worshippers  of  the  North  Parish  for 
nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century,  until  it  was  demolished  in 
1802.  Of  its  outward  appearance  there  is  little  known.  If  the 
vote  of  June  2,  1727,  was  followed,  it  was  not  large;  but  though 
its  dimensions  of  forty-four  feet  by  fifty-five  feet  seem  strait  and 
mean,  it  was  probably  commodious  for  the  congregation  which 
occupied  it.  It  had  a  turret,  or  at  least  a  small  belfry,  for  it 
was  **  Vated —  that  y*  Towns  Bt  ll  shall  be  Hanged  up  in  y*  new 
meeting  house."  ^   Clapboarded  it  doubtless  was,  but  it  was 

afterward«  sold  by  Hutchinson  and  a  frame;  and  a  new  house  was  traUt  on 

carrii  il  to  S;il-  in.    Smno  Mine  ifuT  !ij  i!i<-  ■>\{c  of  the  old  one  and  occtipiL'd 

returned  to  Maiden  on  a  Sunday,  when  wiihin  six  weeks  after  the  fire.  This  was 

the  people  were  likely  to  be  at  the  the  house  which  was  long  known  as 

meeting  hnu  ,-.  cxpccdng  to  find  con-  the  Peter  Tufts  hou*e  .inJ  stood  on  the 

siderable  money  in  the  house,  lie  found  northerly  side  of  Cross  Street,  on  the 

only  about  a  shilling  and  departed,  after  brow  of  the  hilt  east  of  High  Street, 

setting  fire  to   the  hoti^e.  nhicb  wns  When  it  'ah';  demolished  in  18S3.  the 

destroyed.    Hl-  had  been  x  ctt  skulking  immense  chimney,  which  was  that  of 

in  a  corn-field  by  some  one  at  the  Parker  the  first  house  and  showed  marks  of  the 

house,  uiio  li.i  l  rt  in  lined  at  home:  w.is  fire,  was  an  object  of  much  interest, 

arrested;  cunie-t«.ed  the  crime;  aiul  was  ^  March  I,  173 Vi-    There  is  a  tra- 

hanged  at  Cambridge.  dition  that  the  bell  was  hidden  for  a 

Hutchinson  cut  trees  on  the  land  for  time  in  the  parsonage  well,  for  fear  that 
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tinpainted  both  outside  and  inside,  and  such  was  its  condition 
to  the  last. 

A  rude  ground  plan  was  made  a  number  of  years  ago  by  one 
-who  had  known  it  in  its  later  years."   The  pulpit  stood  on  the 
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north  side  opposite  the  great  south  door,  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal entrance.  A  smaller  door  on  the  easterly  side  gave  addi- 
tional facilities  for  ingress  and  egress.  It  was  built  at  first  with 
one  row  of  galleries  on  three  sides,  but  others  were  afterwards 
built  above  them.  These  were  furnished  with  plank  scats  and 
railtni:,fs.  The  galleries  were  divided  by  a  partition,  or  railing, 
in  the  middle  of  the  south  galler\-;  and  the  eastcii}'  {portion  was 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  tlie  women,  while  the  remainder,  or 

the  south  aide  men  would  remove  it.  years.    To  his  Gfttealot^  of  the  Pratt 

Its  subsequent  history  is  related  in  /vm/Zy  in  MS  ,  I  am  indebted  for  several 

chap,  vii.,  note  37.  interesting  fact^  connected  with  nay 

"  The  late   John  Pratt,  who  died  subject 
October  13,  1863.  at  the  age  of  eighty 
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the  westerly  side,  was  occupied  by  the  men.  Middle-aged  men 
usually  sat  in  the  front  seats  and  young  men  and  boys  in  the 
back  seat5»  while  the  old  men  sat  in  the  front  of  the  soutii  gal- 
lery, opposite  the  minister.  In  two  comers  of  the  house,  stair- 
ways gave  access  to  the  galleries;  and  the  description  quaintly 
adds,  "  The  east  stair  was  for  women  and  the  west  stair  for  men, 
and  they  could  not  get  together  in  the  gallery  without  getting 
over  the  railing."* 

The  floor  was  occupied  by  pews,  except  a  limited  space  be- 
fore the  pulpit  where  there  were  a  few  plank  seats  or  benches, 
which  were  formerly  used  by  old  men  and  women  on  their 
respective  sides.  At  a  later  day  some  of  the  seats  of  the  old 
men,  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  large  aisle,  were  taken  awaj* 
and  a  place  made  for  the  singers*  who  sat  around  a  slanting 
table  or  rack.  When  they  sung,  those  of  the  front  rank  turned 
their  backs  to  the  pulpit  and  faced  their  fellows  on  the  other 
side  of  the  table.  The  women  or  treble  singers  sat  next  to  the 
aisle  and  the  men  at  the  farther  end. 

Most  of  the  pews  were  nearly  square  and  a  few,  perhaps  from 
the  necessities  of  their  position,  were  smaller  than  the  others ; 
but  all  were  wide  enough  to  allow  chairs  being  placed  in  front, 
in  which  the  women  sat.  The  men  sat  on  a  seat  or  bench  at 
the  back  of  the  pew,  the  younger  men  being  nearest  the  door. 
The  small  children  frequently  sat  on  stools,  literally  at  the  feet 
of  their  elders  ;  and  as  the  walls  of  the  pews  were  high,  thQr 
had  little  exercise  of  aught  but  the  sense  of  hearing.  The 
singers'  seats  and  those  in  the  pews  were  made  to  raise  during 
prayers,  when  the  people  stood  in  their  places.  At  the  end 
the  amen  was  drowned  in  a  clatter  as  the  seats  fell  down. 
"There  was  a  great  clapping  through  the  house,"  says  my 
honest  authority. 

When  the  length  of  the  services,  stretching  sometimes  to  two 
hours  or  even  more,  is  considered,  and  the  absence  of  all  that 
makes  our  modern  places  of  worship  comfortable,  it  may  be 

*2  In  its  earlier  years  one  or  more  appears  from  a  vote,  passed  in  1763,  to 
stairwajB  gave  access  to  tbe  galleries  take  down  *'the  mens  and  womens 
from  the  north  side  o£  tbe  house.  This  north  Stair.'* 
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realized  that  there  were  great  possibilities  of  discomfort  in  the 
nicciinf;  houses  of  the  old  time.  "The  house  had  no  cush- 
ions,'" says  our  informant,  "  nor  fire-place  or  stove  for  any  fire; 
and  it  was  just  as  good  for  worship  as  any  house  that  we  have 
now — if  it  had  been  warmed."  In  cold  weather  women  car- 
ried to  the  meeting  house  foot-stoves  filled  with  hardwood  coals, 
which  they  who  came  from  a  distance  and  remained  all  day  re- 
plenished before  the  afternoon  service  at  the  tavern  or  at  a 
nci^Ljiiborinj^  house. 

Much  has  been  written  and  said  of  the  discomforts  and  bodily 
pains  which  our  fathers  and  mothers  sustained  or  enjoyed,  with 
a  grim  sense  of  a  dul)  performed,  in  the  old  New  England 
meeting  houses.  It  maybe  questioned  hov.  nmcli  the  approba- 
tion of  their  sincere  hearts  and  the  joys  of  ihc  spiritual  man 
mitigated  the  disquiet  of  their  material  iVamcs;  and  yet  they 
could  sing  with  spirit,  and  doubtless  with  the  understanding, 
such  inspiriting  words  as  these,  from  their  rude  version  of  the 
Psalms:  — 

I  joy'd  ID  them  that  said  to  me, 
let 't  at  the  Lord's  hoose  meet 

O  thou  Jtrusalcm  within 

thy  gates  shall  stand  our  feet 
Jerusalem  is  builded  op 

into  a  city  frame : 
In 't  self  together  uniform, 

compacted  is-tlie  same* 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE  SOUTH  PRECINCT. 

WHILE  the  people  of  the  south  side  freely  acquiesced  in 
the  unanimous  vote  bv  which  the  town  acrreed  "  to  meet 
in  the  new  meeting-house  to  Carry  on  y"  worship  of  God  for  tlie 
futucr,"  their  pacification  was  far  from  being  real;  and  they 
were  secretly  working  to  cli\  ide  the  town.'  The  first  sermon, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  preached  in  the  new  house  by  Mr.  Emer- 
son, August  l6.  1730.  The  dissatisfied  members  of  the  church 
and  congregation  had  made  arrangements  for  a  meeting  of  their 
own  .it  tile  same  time,  but  by  some  means  they  were  disap- 
pointed.   Four  Sabbaths  later  they  were  more  successful  and 


'  Twenty  five  years  later  the  south 
side  men  said  of  this  vote :  —  '*  We  say 
that  the  s**  vote  was  not  so  freely  cone 
into  as  r*'pre<ent((!,  hut  obtained  in 
conjunction  with  another  [in  favor  oi 
Aaron  Cleaveland,  the  builder]  y*  rea- 
son of  which  as  we  have  been  infonn'd 


wa-s  this:  y*  southwardly  prvrt  of  y* 
Town  were  conccrn'd  for  their  neigh- 
bours of  y*  s*  Com"«,  ft  y*  northwardly 

e'pi.il'y  so  to  worship  in  House  ;  we 
were  atiraid  that  they  would  not  raise  y* 
money,  ft  tbeiefore  y  vote  was  put  as 
represented."  Matt,  Arekivtt,  ziii.  69a. 
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held  their  first  service  by  themselves.*  The  place  of  their 
meeting  is  now  unknown.  It  was  probably  in  the  house  of 
some  one  of  their  number.  After  this  their  meet  in  us  were 
frequent,  and  attempts  to  maintain  stated  preaching  appear  to 
have  been  made;  but  an  organization  was  not  effected  for  sev- 
eral years.  Matters  were  rapidly  tending  towards  the  separ- 
ation for  which  they  were  earnestly  striving.  As  early  as  July 
6,  1731*  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  General  Court  asking 
its  interference  in  view  of  the  threatened  rupture. 

A  Peiition  of  Samuel  Wait  &  a  great  number  of  Others  Inhabiiants 
of  the  Town  of  Maiden  Shcwini:;  that  after  long  Contention  among  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  s'  Town  about  placing  their  new  Meeting  House  the 
Contending  parties  agreed  to  leave  the  deci»on  thereof  to  five  Gentle- 
men in  the  Governm'  Who  unanimously  determined  upon  the  most 
proper  I'lacc  for  setting  the  Meeting  House  &  their  determination  was 
Coiit"]rine(i  by  the  Order  of  the  (ieneral  Court,  notwithstanding  which 
a  jj.irty  in  the  said  I'own  did  a  long  1  itne  oppose  the  Meeting  House 
being  set  up  in  that  place  &  Joses  Bucknam  &  others  are  about  Build- 
ing another  Meeting  House  within  a  Mile  of  that  already  built,  which 
will  make  such  a  Division  in  the  Town  as  will  be  ruinous  to  it  &  There- 
fore praying  an  Order  of  this  Court  to  forbid  their  proceeding  in  the 
said  Affair. 

In  Council  Read  ^  Orticred  that  the  Petitioners  serve  Joses  Buck- 
nam James  Barret  &  Jonathan  Sergeant  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition, 
that  so  they  may  shew  cause  if  any  they  have,  on  Fryday  the  ninth  In- 
stant, why  the  Fkaytr  thereof  should  not  be  granted  &  that  no  further 
proceedings  be  had  as  to  the  Building  a  new  Meeting  House  in  Maiden 
in  the  mem  Time. 

In  the  IbniNe  («f  Representatives  Read  \-  non  concur'd,  &  the  Ques- 
tion put  whciiier  the  prayer  oi  tlie  petiiiun  be  granted?  &  it  pass'd  in 
the  negative.    In  Council  read  &  unanimously  non  ConcurM.* 

From  the  intinintion  contained  in  this  petition  and  from 
other  indications,  it  seems  probable  that  the)-  bet^an  about 
this  time  to  build  a  mi-cting^  house:  u[K)n  the  hill  in  Everett 
known  at  various  times  as  Sari^cant's,  Nelson's,  or  Belmont 
Hill.  Here,  on  a  spot  near  the  present  easterly  corner  of  High 
Street  and  Broadway,  Jonathan  SarL^eant  had  set  apart  a  piece 
of  land  near  the  centre  of  the  farm  which  had  descended  fron> 
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his  <^raiulfather,  William  Sargeant,  the  "  godly  Christian  *' who 
first  preached  the  word  to  the  infant  church  of  Maiden.  His 
deed  of  gift,  bearing  date  August  6,  1731,  is  not  without 
interest. 

To  a!l  People  to  whome  these  presents  shall  come  Jonathan  Sargcant 
of  MalUen  in  the  County  uf  Middlesex  in  New  England  Yeoman  seud- 
eth  Greeting  $ic.  Know  ye  that  I  the  said  Jonathan  Saigeant  for  and 
in  Consideration  of  the  Love  good  will  and  affection  that  I  liave  for 
and  do  bear  towards  all  the  Christian  People  that  Inhabit  In  the  South- 
erly part  of  Maiden  and  fur  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  among  them 
have  given  and  granted  anrl  do  hy  these  presents  fully  freely  clearly 
and  absolutely  Oive  and  grant  unto  Stower  Sprague  libenezer  Upham 
John  Mudge  Jun!  and  John  Green  jun'  all  of  the  Town  of  Maiden 
Yeoman  and  to  their  associates  heits  and  assigns  for  ever  a  certain 
Tract  or  parcel  of  Land  Situate  lying  and  being  in  the  Southerly  part 
of  Maiden  aforesaid  containing  one  Quarter  of  Acre  being  part  of  my 
homestead  or  home-dwelling  whereon  now  I  dwell  for  the  erecting  of 
a  now  Meeting  House  on  in  onler  to  the  Worshipinc;  of  God  in  the 
Congregational  way  which  quarter  of  an  Acre  is  bounded  as  followeth 
beginning  at  the  Corner  where  the  Stone  Wall  raeeteth  with  Ebene2er 
SeargeanU  Land  at  a  heap  of  Stones  in  the  Comer  and  from  thence 
running  about  Southwest  as  the  Wall  now  stands  Six  Poles  and  an  half 
to  an  heap  of  Stones  and  from  thence  running  about  South  East  Six 
poles  and  an  half  to  a  heap  of  stones  and  from  thenre  nmninp  about 
North  l  ".i>t  Six  I'olcs  and  an  half  t.)  .1  he  ip  of  Stones  by  the  Wall  side 
and  then  bounded  by  the  Stone  Wall  about  Northwest  Six  Pole  and  an 
half  to  the  bound  first  mentioned  .  .  .  together  with  a  Road  from 
said  Land  Twenty  and  six  feet  wide  where  or  nigh  where  it  is  now 
trodden  down  to  the  Gate  and  then  from  the  Gate  the  same  weadth 
that  it  is  alrca<iy  Laid  out  down  to  the  highway  they  fencing  satd  high* 
way  if  they  would  liave  it  an  open  road.* 

For  a  while  both  parties  remained  quiet,  although  the  meet- 
ings in  the  southern  district  were  continued  and  there  was 
apparently  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  secedcrs  to  return. 
There  was  presented  to  the  General  Court,  in  December,  1732. 
"  A  Petition  of  loses  Bucknam  &  sundry  others  Inhabitants  of 
the  Southerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Maiden,  Fraying  that  they 
with  their  Estates  may  be  set  off  a  Separate  Precinct.** «  This 
petition  was  referred  to  the  session  beginning  in  the  following 

«  Midd,  C;  Dttdt,  XXXVU.  227.  *  General  Cffurt  Records,  xv.  J49. 
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May,  when  the  parties  v  cre  heard  and  the  answer  of  the  town 
considered.  The  town  was  represented  by  Jonathan  Barrett, 
John  Wilson,  and  Samuel  Bucknani ;  but  as  the  latter  was 
a  south  side  man,  his  name  was  not  affixed  to  the  answer  of  the 
agents,  which  was  a  strong  and  straightforward  statement  of  the 
case. 

To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq  and  to  the  Hono^-'  His 
majesty's  CouncU  ^  honoured  House  of  RepreuHff  in  General  Court 
now  Sitttn^  the  6'-t  June  1733 

The  Answer  of  Jonathan  Barrett,  John  Wilson  and  Samuel  Rucknam 
(agents  chosen  hy  &  for  the  lown  of  Maldon)  to  a  Petition  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  southerly  Part  of  Maldon. 
Humbfy  Shewetb, 

Inasmuch  as  Sundry  Inhalntants  on  the  Southerly  Part  of  our  Town 
have  Set  forth  in  their  Petition  that  there  hath  been  for  many  Years 
past  an  uncomfortable  Difference  among  us,  which  after  all  Endeavours 
for  Peace  still  remain'?,  We  humbly  rnve  leave  to  Say  &  doubt  not 
to  make  it  clear  &  evident  to  this  Great  &  General  Court,  That  the 
Sole  Reason  of  our  Difference  hath  principally  arose  from  their  own 
unreasonable  Contrariety  to  the  Votes  of  the  Town,  the  Result  of  a 
wise  and  hono^  Committee,  and  to  the  Order  of  the  Great  and 
General  Court,  relating  to  the  Situation  of  our  new  Meeting  House, 
and  ^Ve  humbly  beg  Leave  to  remooBirate  our  Proceedings  from  time 
to  time  with  the  Reasons  thereof* 

And  whereas  said  Petitioners  have  addressed  the  Great  and  General 
Coort  to  set  them  off  into  a  distinct  Township  or  Precinct  by  certain 
Bounds  described  in  their  Petition,  and  have  served  the  Town  with 

a  Copy  of  their  Petition  according  to  order  of  Court  to  Shew  C^Ulse 
why  their  Prayer  should  not  be  granted.  We  humbly  beg  leave  in 
behalf  of  the  Town  to  declare  the  same.  Viz' : 

I  :  The  Towns  meeting  House  was  by  Vote  of  the  Town  agreed  on 
to  accommodate  the  whole  Town. 

2 :  Where  the  meeting  House  now  Stands  was  determined  on  by  a 
wise  &  Hono*!"  Com**  mutually  chosen  by  both  Parts  of  the  Town. 
3"?  It  is  Seated  much  nearer  the  Southerly  p-^rt  of  the  Town  &  is 
much  more  convenient  for  the  Jnhabit  mts  thereof  than  those  on  the 
north  Side,  both  by  Reason  of  the  nearness  of  the  House  &  Goodness 
of  the  Roads. 

•  TIerc  follows  in  the  document  an  bPRinninR,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
account  of  the  controTeray  from  its    preparation  of  the  preceding  chapter. 
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4 :  As  it  now  Stands,  it  is  bf  xeaion  of  a  Road  that  leads  to  the  South 

cast  Part  of  the  Town  as  accomodable  for  near  half  tiM»  south  Part 
of  the  Town  within  40  Roods  as  the  old  meeting  House  was. 

5.  The  meeting  House  as  it  now  Stands  is  not  30  Roods  from  Lewis's 
Bridge,  and  the  Creek  by  which  they  propose  the  lown  to  be  divided,^ 
So  that  there  wUl  not  be  one  House  on  the  north  Side  iA  Said  Bounds 
to  the  Southward  of  the  meeting  House. 

6.  After  the  Town  voted  they  would  not  have  a  meeting  Houses 

Sunilry  Jnhabitants  on  the  northsitle  (about  10  Families  and  some 
of  the  wealthiest)  petitioned  the  Great  and  Genera!  Court  to  be  set 
off  to  Reading  and  wrre  acconlingly.  which  liath  Shoriened  the  Town 
a  mile.  Here  we  would  observe  said  Famihcs  were  uneasy.  .V-  iiving 
at  the  remotest  Part  of  the  Town  were  desirous  of  having  preaching 
in  the  Winter  Season,  or  lo  be  Set  off  to  Reading,  and  the  Town  chose 
rather  to  Set  them 

7.  The  Common  Wood  Lots  belonging  to  bo^  Parts  of  the  Town 

lies  on  y«  N:  Side,  i^*  a  great  Fart  bcinj^  mountanous  &  Rocks  must 
for  the  most  Part  lye  for  Woods,  and  a  great  Part  fit  for  nothing 
else. 

8.  The  greatest  Part  of  the  maiish  At  Some  upland  belonging  to  the 
north  Side  Inhabitants  lies  within  the  Bounds  mentioned  in  their 
Petition. 

9  :  Near  30  Families  of  the  South  side  constantly  attend  the  puhlick 
Worship  in  the  Towns  meeting  House,  and  some  of  them  incliuleil  in 
the  Petition,  and  Some  of  them  hve  near  as  far  from  the  Towns  meet- 
ing House  as  the  greatest  Part  of  the  South  Side  do. 
10:  Some  Families  within  the  Limits  described  in  their  Petition'  as 
thejr  are  cut  off  by  a  River  must  come  by  the  Towns  meeting  House 
unless  in  Winter  Seasons  when  the  River  is  froze  &  even  then  they 
are  nearer  to  the  Towns  meeting  House  than  to  the  other. 
II.  There  are  many  of  the  Petit"  that  pay  little  or  nothing  to  the 
Tax  except  their  I'uUb,  and  Some  of  them  liave  left  the  Town  Since 
their  Petition  was  preferred. 

I  a.  Our  Rev?  Pastor  hath  many  Times  set  forth  the  great  Difficulties 

he  hath  been  under  by  Reason  of  the  Value  of  the  money,  and  that 

he  hath  been  hardly  put  to  it,  to  Support  his  Family,  hut  considering 
the  Circumstanee-,  of  the  Town  at  the  present  luncture  he  hath  Sat 
easy  &  wav'd  any  further  motions  for  a  addition  lo  his  Salary,*^  the 

^  PfmhertonV,  nr  Harvcll's  T?rook  *  The  fnmilies  at  Wilson's, or  Bluch- 

was  the  northern  ime  proposed  by  the  ard's  I'oint  [WcUingtOfl]. 

petitioners.    This  vizs  certainly  taking  *  The  settled  salaiy  of  Mr.  Eniet80» 

a  Ii!>er,il  division  of  the  town;  but  it  wns,  as  his  been  stated,  one  hundred 

failed,  and  the  line  of  the  new  precinct  pounds,    in  1734  the  town  added  to 

was  fimd  as  stated  in  note  19.  it  fifty  pounds,  "pamUe  monny  yearly 
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O>ii9ideiitioii  whereof  hath  moved  particular  Penoos  willingly  to 

contribute  every  Sabbath  Day  towards  his  Relief,  which  must  nee<b 
be  an  Jncrease  of  Charge  to  the  north  Side  mostly.  Here  we  beg 
leave  to  observe  how  hanl  it  will  prove  lor  the  north  Side,  who  live 
at  so  much  greater  Distance  than  the  South  to  have  a  double  Charge 
fall  on  them  neccessaiily  on  Dividing  the  Town. 

If  our  Town  be  divided.  We  beg  leave  to  query,  Whether  it  will  be 
for  the  Peace  of  the  Town  in  General,  or  whether  it  will  not  occasion 
great  &  lasting  contentions  in  the  Town  especially  in  the  north  Part, 
for  then  the  meeting  House  will  Stand  on  the  extreamcst  Part  of  the 
nortli  suit'  Southward  whereas  now  it  Stands  pretty  near  the  Centre  of 
the  lown. 

We  humbly  pray  this  Honof  Court  to  take  our  Case  into  their 
Serious  Consideration  &  compassionate  our  Sad  &  distressed  Circum- 
staoces,  and  for  the  above  mentioned  Reasons,  which  we  are  able  to 

attest  to  the  Truth  of  and  many  more  of  Weight  (tu  •  'ious  to  be 
inserted)  we  are  ready  to  ofTer,  if  this  great  &  Hon'  I'tjurt  ."^e  cause 
in  their  Wisdom  to  admit  us  personally  to  speak  tu,  whii  h  wc  dun't 
doubt  will  Set  things  in  so  clear  manifest  Light  as  that  this  Hun ' 
Court  will  be  induced  to  ludge  thai  the  dividing  our  Town  wUl 
neccessatUy  tend  to  the  impoverishing  the  Town  (especially  the  north 
Part)  and  bring  them  into  the  utmost  Difficulty,  Confusion,  and  Laying 
Such  Burdens  as  will  be  jjrievous  to  us  Sz  our  Posterity.  From  the 
consideration  whereof  we  hope  &  intreat  this  Honf  Court  will  in  their 
great  Wisdom  See  cause  to  dismiss  their  Petition  which  will  engage 
us,  as  in  Duty  bound  ever  to  pray  &c 

Jonathan  Barratt, 
John  Wilson."* 

The  petition  came  before  the  Court,  June  12,  when  it  was 
dismissed  by  the  concurrent  action  of  both  branches." 

Failing  in  their  efforts  to  divide  the  town,  sixteen  male 
members  of  the  old  church  withdrew  from  Mr.  Emerson's 
communion  the  next  spring,  and  called  a  council  of  three 
churches  by  which  they  were  constituted  a  separate  body 
under  the  name  of  the  South  Church,  April  18,  1734.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  new  church,  September  4,  Jonathan  Sargcant 

for  the  term  of  three  years."  Thu  parish  Salerr)-."     The  addition  in  1753  WU 

voted  an  additional  one  hundred  pounds,  fifty-two  pounds,  l.-iwful  money. 
O.  T.,  in  1745;  and  in  1747,  and  again  Offirial  co|)y  in  the  possession  of 

in  1749,  "The  I'arish  added  three  hun-  Arteioas  Harrett,  1866.    i'he  original » 

dred  Poundji  old  tennor  for  tbte  Present  aot  to  be  foand  in  the  Mats.  ArtAiaet. 
Year  to  the  Rev"*  M'  loieph  Emenon       u  Gtmer«l  Courmtt^dtfXt.^iBOt^u 
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and  Ebeoezer  Upham  were  chosen  ruling  elden»  and  John 
Mudge,  deacon." 

AHhough  their  former  petition  had  failed,  the  malcontents 
doubtless  felt  strengthened,  for  they  had  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  church  organization;  and  after  a  little  respite  they  re- 
newed their  endeavors  for  a  separation.  At  the  General  Cour^ 
December  3,  1734,  there  was  presented 

A  FMition  of  JonaUian  Seigent  and  loses  Bucknam  in  behalf  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Soatfaeriy  part  of  the  To«m  of  Maiden  Skemmig 
That  in  the  Year  1732  they  prcferr'd  their  petition  to  be  set  off  a 

seperate  precinct  which  the  Court  were  pleased  to  Dismiss  and  (or 
as  much  ns  the  Pct'\  still  Labour  un  ler  the  Difficultys  they  then 
Represented  Therefore  praying  that  they  may  be  made  a  seperate 
precinct  or  that  a  Com^  nuty  be  appointed  to  view  them  and 
Consider  their  Circumstances  and  Rqxwt  their  Opinion  thereon  to 
thisCottit." 

With  this  prayer  the  representatives  sympathized  and  ordered 
a  committee,  with  such  as  the  Council  might  add,  to  proceed  to 
Maiden  and  consider  Ae  circumstances  of  tiie  town.  In  this 
order  the  Council,  however,  non-concurred  and  the  bu»nes8 
was  ended  for  that  session.  The  petitioners  were,  neveitheless, 
far  from  being  discouraged  and  preferred  a  third  petition  in 
April,  1735,  which  met  the  fate  of  its  predecessors. 

Maldon  Southerly  Petition  &  Order.  April,  1735. 

To  His  ExcelU  ncy  Jonathan  Bflchirr,  Esq.  Captain  General  &•  Com- 
mandtr  in  Chief  in  i>'  over  //is  majesty's  Province  of  the  massO' 
c/iusttts  Bay  in  New  Eni^/and,  and  to  the  Honc^  His  majesty s 
Council  Hom^.  House  of  RepnstnF?  in  General  Court  oasemHed 
9:1735- 

The  Petition  of  the  South  Church  with  the  Inhabiunts  of  the  South 
Part  of  maiden 
J/umbly  sheufe^f 

1  iiat  Whereas  they  have  l)een  at  the  charge  of  building  a  meeting 
House  for  the  piil)Iirk  Worship  of  God  and  for  Several  Years  past 
maintamed  a  tiospel  Minister  amongst  them  for  the  Comfort  and  Con- 
venienqr  of  them  and  their  Families  and  at  the  Same  Time  paid  their 
proportionate  Part  towards  the  Maintenance  of  the  minister  of  the 

»  Bi-Ctnttntiial  Book  o/MaUtm,  129.       »  (knerat  Court  Rtcordtt  xvi.  73. 
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Tiorth  Part  of  the  i  own,  nt)tvviihstanding  those  of  the  north  Tart  are 
as  able  to  Support  the  ministry  of  themselves  without  our  Help  as  we 
are  without  their  Help ;  and  the  whole  Town  being,  as  we  humbly  con- 
ceive (either  together  or  apart  if  actually  divided)  Sufficiently  qualified 
honourably  to  maintain  two  ministers,  and  their  having  been  in  the 
year  past  a  Church  embodied  according  to  the  order  of  the  Goqiel, 
and  agreeable  to  the  Platform  of  Church  Discipline  and  being  desirous 
that  we  may  have  a  Gospel  minister  Settled  with  us,  that  so  the  Ordin- 
ances of  the  Gospel  may  be  administered  among"  us,  our  humble 
Request  to  this  Great  &  Hono*^  Court  is  that  in  your  great  Wisdom 
and  Goodnen  you  would  compassionate  our  Circumstances*  and  exert 
your  Legislative  Power,  and  form  us  into  a  distinct  Township,  Parish 
or  Precinct  (with  our  Perquisites  and  proportionable  Part  of  a!l  the 
Rights  of  the  ministerial  Lands  belonging  to  the  Town)  according  to  the 
Bounds  mentioned  in  our  former  Petition,  or  as  in  your  great  Wisilom 
yon  Shan  think  best ;  that  So  we  may  be  capacitated  to  call  &  Settle 
an  orthodox  minister  and  afford  him  a  Suitable  maintenance ;  or  if  in 
your  great  Wisdom  you  should  think  best  that  you  would  first  Send 
a  Committee  to  view  the  Situation  of  the  Town  at  our  Cost  ;  and  in 
answer  to  the  Reasons  exhibited  to  the  nono'"*"  Court  by  tlic  Town 
against  our  being  Set  off  from  them,^''  we  would  beg  leave  to  reply  in 
General  that  a  Great  Part  of  your  humble  Petitioners  were  formerly  be- 
longing to  Charlestown,  and  the  great  motive  which  inclined  them  to 
be  set  off  to  Maiden  was  the  greater  Conveniency  of  attending  that 
meeting,  at  which  Time  we  were  encouraged  the  meeting  House  should 
not  be  carried  further  from  us,  whereas  now  it  is  removetl  from  us 
almost  half  a  mile  in  a  bad  Road,  and  altho'  to  Some  few  it  may  not  be 
much  further  than  the  old  meeting  House  was,  yet  most  of  those  find- 
ing the  great  Conveniency  of  Having  the  meeting  House  near  them, 
and  being  Sensible  by  the  Blessing  of  God  they  Shall  be  able  to  Sup> 
port  the  ministry  to  their  &  their  Families  greater  Comfort  and  Con- 
veniency and  at  the  Same  time  leave  their  neighbours  of  the  north 
Part  of  the  Town  under  as  good  Circumstances  to  Support  the  ministry 
as  themselves  on  the  South  Part  of  the  Town  we  therefore  pray  this 
Hono^  Court  to  take  our  Case  into  your  wise  Cmsidenitkin,  and 
retrieve  us  from  our  Difficulties,  and  your  humble  Petitioners  as  in 
Duty  bound  ^11  ever  pray. 

Joses  Bucknam  Juni* :  William  Fain 

John  marabte  Joses  Bucknam 

John  Pain  James  P. arret 

Phinehas  Sargeant  Jonathan  Sargeant 

Joseph  Sargcaal  John  Mudge 

This  refers  to  the  town**  answer  to  the  fonmr  petltim}. 
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PhilliD  Sweetser 

Eben!  Unham 

Thomas  Pntt 

Tohn  Biirditt 

J WMJ  *#na%ii w 

Solomon  Towiuenid 

Jabez  Saigeant 

Thomas  Wheeler 

John  Sarseant 

Richard  Dexter 

James  Moulton 

Joseph  Burditt 

Jon''  Oakes 

Peletiah  Whittemore 

loshua  Whittemore 

Thomas  Richardson 

SamF  Sweetser  Jua' 

fohn  Winslov 

fohn  Warren 

Tamps  Ramtt  iint' 

Tacob  Winslow 

Tohn  (iTPpn 

Jacob  Burdett 

Tohn  Nicholls 

Joseph  Caswell 

Benj*  Sweetser 

Thomas  Burditt 

Nadianiel  Uphtm 

John  Green  Junr 

Simon  Giover 

Stover  Sprague 

Eben!  Barrett 

Daniel  Whittemore 

EUas  Whittemore 

Eben'  Pratt 

Adam  Knox 

Daniel  Whittemore  Jui£ 

Jabez  Burdett 

Jonathan  Whittemore 

In  Council  April  9  :  1735.  Read  &  OrdcrfJ  That  the  Petitioners 
Serve  the  Town  of  Maiden  or  the  Congregation  usually  attending  the 
Ministry  of  the  Revl  Ml  Emerson  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  so 
they  give  in  their  answer  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  May  Session. 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

J:   WiLLARD  Se^ 

Jn  the  House  of  Represent**?  April  18;  173$. 
Read  &  Concurred 

J.  QuiNCY  S^: 

Consented  to      J.  BiLCHEiU^ 

The  determination  of  this  prayer  was  made,  June  4,  1735, 
when  the  answer  of  the  north  side  was  read  before  the  Council, 
"  as  also  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Wayt  and  Sixteen  other  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Southerly  part  of  said  Maiden  Praying  that  this 
petition  may  not  be  Granted  and  the  matter  being  fully  Con* 
stdered/'  the  question  was  passed  in  the  negative  and  the  pett> 
tion  was  dismissed  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  both  the  Council 
and  the  House.^' 

The  south  side  people  had  pluck  at  least,  if  they  lacked 
some  of  the  more  Christian  qualities.    Thrice  rebuflfed,  they 

"  OtTicial  copy  in  the  possession  of  Artemas  Barrett.  1866.  Also,  Ccneral 
Cmrt  Rt€9nb^  xvi.  1 J4.  »•  Gtmend  Cmrt  Rtcordt^  xvL  148. 
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lost  nothing  of  their  persistency.  If  they  might  not  have  a 
separate  precinct,  they  already  had  a  separate  church.  Stated 
preaching  they  might  have;  but  it  would  be  at  a  double  cost,  as 
they  were  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  town's  ministry,  which, 
under  the  existing  st.ite  of  aflfairs,  was  that  of  the  church  of 
tlieir  north  side  neiglibors.  It  mav  have  been  argued  that 
a  ministry  of  their  own  would  add  strength  to  their  position  in 
the  event  of  a  future  attempt  for  a  separation.  However  this 
may  have  been,  they  proceeded  to  call  a  Council  composed  of 
"the  Churches  of  the  Old  &  New  North  in  Boston,  of  Charles- 
town,  the  first  Church  in  Maldon  the  2^  Church  in  Brantry,  the 
Churches  of  Scituate,  Pembroke,  &  Hannover  to  Assist  in  the 
ordination  of  the  Rev^  Mr.  Joseph  Stimson  to  the  Pastoral  office 
over  them."  The  proceedings  of  the  Council  were  entered 
upon  his  own  church  records  by  the  venerable  Thomas  Cheever 
of  Rumney  Marsh,  the  former  pastor  of  the  Maiden  church. 

[September  24,  1735.]  '^'^'^  '^^y  ^^'^'^  Kldcrs  and  Messengers  of  the 
Churches  mctt  in  Council  at  Maldon,  and  after  their  Covennnt  was 
read ;  and  the  Result  of  the  Council  -of  three  Churches  by  whom  they 
were  imbodicd  into  a  distinct  Church  state  was  read,  &  after  the  Con- 
stdexation  &  Debate  upon  what  was  Offered  by  the  Rev^  Mr.  Emerson 
9^  a  Committee  of  his  Church  in  Objection  to  the  Proceedings  to  ordi- 
nation, The  Council  Voted  that  they  were  a  Church  of  Christ,  &  to 
be  acknowledged  as  such,  and  that  what  had  been  Objected  was  not 
Sufficient  tu  hinder  the  Froct  cding  to  Ordination,  Accordingly  they 
immediately  went  to  y*  Meetinghouse,  where  y*  Rev^  Mr.  Sianpson 
was  Ordained  after     usual  manner." 

Joseph  Stimpson,  the  first  pastor  of  the  South  Church,  was  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Abigail  (Sweetscr)  Stimpson  of  Charles- 


V  ftttmny-marith  Cknrtk  Book,  in 

/(V.>.  Mr.  F,nurs"n,  in  his  sennnn 
preached  four  days  later,  warned  his 
Iiearen  against  *  Party'Coancib.'*  It 
is,  he  s.iys,  the  busin'  >s  of  the  church 
to  call  ecclesiastical  councils,  "and  not 
the  Badness  of  a  few  partktUar  Persons. 
And  such  Men.  a<t  are  at  the  Reck  of 
a  disaffected  Party,  and  are  ready  at 
the  Invitation  of  such  a  Party  to  come 
and  form  them«e1ve>  into  nn  Kcclesias- 
tlcal  Council,  when  the  Church  at  the 


same  Hme,  ate  firee  to  snhmlt  Matters 

ill  Con!  1  o\ ersy  to  the  Consiittratiou  of 
a  proper  Council ;  I  say,  such  Men  dis* 
cover  too  much  of  a  busy,  forward,  and 

party  ni>pn?;ition-  .  .  .  I'arty  rouncils, 
and  Anti-Councils,  tend  to  the  confusion, 
and  not  to  the  peace  and  Kdificntion  of 
Churches:  Anrl  niv  r.ii-ihrcu,  the  less 
you  arc  concern'd  with  such  Couuciis, 
the  better.  Emcnon,  Metit  cut  tf  the 
Battr,^  lOi. 
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town,  where  he  was  born  February  7,  ,^5-  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  that  Benjamin  Swcelscr,  a  prominent  Baptist, 
whose  wife  Abigail  is  sujiposed  to  have  been  the  only  sister  of 
Michael  Wigc^lcsworth.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1720,  and  taught  school  a  few  years  in  his  native  town. 
Maiden  seems  to  have  been  his  first  and  only  place  of  settle- 
ment as  a  minister  and  he  appears  to  have  preached  here  some 
time  before  his  ordination.  Of  his  abilities  as  a  preacher 
nothing  is  known.  At  college  he  appears  nearly  at  the  foot  of 
his  class.  If  his  piety  covered  the  paucity  of  his  attainments,  it 
was  well.  ICven  that,  if  the  other  were  wanting,  might  have 
entitled  him  to  some  consideration  at  the  hands  of  his  quarrel- 
some parishioners.  His  salary  was  long  in  arrears;  and  if 
poverty  were  his  portion,  sickness  seems  to  have  been  present 
with  it. 

The  course  of  Mr.  Emerson  during  this  time  was  one  of 
steadiness  and  courage  tempered  by  prudence  and  moderation. 
No  part  of  the  mo\  ement  was  occasioned  by  dissatisfaction  with 
him ;  and  he  so  lived  "  that  he  was  not  reproached  by  any  as 
being  the  cause,"  although  he  keenly  felt  the  division  and  was 
much  distressed  by  the  crooked  ways  of  his  former  parishioners. 
His  son  says  of  him:  — 

In  his  younger  days,  his  rournge,  wisdom,  pnidcn^e  rind  steadiness 
were  very  much  tried,  and  were  very  cuiispituous,  when  so  considcr.ible 
a  part  of  the  church  and  congregation  rent  themselves  off  from  him 
and  their  brethren.  Tho'  it  was  not  from  any  disgust  at,  or  uneasinesi 
with  him  as  their  minister,  yet  it  caused  him  no  little  troable  and  un- 
easiness. He  behaved  with  prudence,  sobriety  and  patience,  and 
managed  the  intricate  and  diffinilt  affairs  of  that  day,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned  as  the  pastor  of  the  church,  with  that  inipartialirv,  as  to 
obtain  the  approbation  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in  the  coun- 
try, assembled  in  council;  and  I  doubt  not,  of  God,  and  his  own  con- 
science.  Some  later  trials  which  greatly  exercised  bis  patience,  and 
made  very  deep  impression  upon  him,  I  believe  were  found  praise, 
and  honor  and ^ry  /  his  ripening  for  heaven  was  very  apparent." 

Mr.  Sttmpson  was  ordained  on  Wednesday.  On  the  follow- 
ing Sunday,  Mr.  Emerson  preached  a  sermon  to  his  church 

Emtraon,  Extratt  /ram  a  late  Sermcm,  eu.,  9. 
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and  congregation,  '*  the  Design  whereof/'  he  said,  is  to  lead 
to  such  an  Improvement  of  some  unhappy  Things  that  have 
been  among  us,  as  that  God  may  be  honoured."  This  sermon 

Meat  out  of  tiie  Eater, 
Sweetnefs  out  of  the  Strong 

A 

SERMON 

Preached  at  MALI} EN, 

somber  i  7  j  y. 

%  Joseph  Emerson,  A.M. 

Ptftor  of  a  Chorcb  in  ftid  Town. 

Ccn.  JO.  zo  ••-  Qod  mane  if  unto  Good. 

Tal.  up.  7r.  fcis ^oodformathatlkmhemaig^Mi 

I  hat  T  might  harnrhy  6'tututef. 
Phil  I.  12,     J  xjuould  that  ye  fiouU  underjtandftbat  the 

l^bitm  wifick  hafptned  —  have  fallen  out  rac/xr  vnto 

the  Fureheranu  of  tiie  Grff^» 


BOSTON: 
ia  Com-hiii.  x  7  j  ^. 
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was  printed  under  the  title  of  Meat  out  of  ttu  Eater,  and  Sttw/- 
Jh  ss  out  of  the  Strong.  In  the  dedication,  the  reverend  author 
jjays  a  compliment  to  his  people,  which  may  have  covered  a 
thrust  at  his  soutiicrn  brethren.  "  I  cannot  but  rcjoyce,"  says 
he,  "  in  tlic  remarkable  Sobriety,  Temperance,  and  Industry, 
that  so  generally  prevails  among  you :  That  there  are  so  few, 
idle,  rude,  extravagant,  drinking  Persons  among  us."  The 
follouing  extracts  gi%  e  a  lively  picture  of  the  condition  of  the 
church  and  town  during  the  long  contention;  and  the  autiior's 
reflections  upon  the  course  of  the  seccders,  though  severe, 
5eem  to  have  been  just. 

You  cannot  be  insensible,  my  Brethren  5:  Neighbours,  that  in 
several  of  the  Years  past,  there  have  been  those  unhappy  Things  among 
tis,  that  have  eaten  and  devour'd  (in  a  great  measure)  our  Time,  our 
Interest,  our  Comfort,  our  Love  and  Charity,  &c  It  has  been  a  long, 
long  Day  of  Temptation  with  us,  a  long  and  a  dark  Day  of  Affliction. 
Weariaom  and  fatiguing  Difficulties  have  we  had  to  pass  throqgh,  sore 
Temptations  to  conflict  with.  Our  own  and  others  Corruptions,  what 
sorrowful  VN'ork  have  they  made  us  !  How  much  Time,  precious  'I'ime, 
has  been  consumed  to  no  purpose,  or  to  that  which  is  worse  than  none 
in  the  Day  of  our  unhappy  DifticuUieii  1  W  hat  Labour,  what  Dithculty, 
what  Expence,  what  Grief  and  Vexation  have  our  Divisions  OccasionM 
us !  And,  which  is  worse  than  all,  what  Wounds  have  we  given  to  our 
precious  Sottlsl  How  have  we  griev'd  the  good  Spirit  of  God  1  ^V'hat 
Guilt  have  we  contracted  !  What  spiritual  Comfort  have  we  dephv'd 
our  selves  of,  by  the  Sin  and  Folly  of  Contention  ' 

Afeat  tviU  come  forth  out  of  the  Eater^  and  Sweetness  out  of  the 
&rong,  if  a  welt  estalflished  Pout  skmdd  be  OntuquetU  upon  tke 
Divisions  and  Confusions  Aat  have  been  amot^  ns*  If  afker  the 
Tossittgs  and  Shakings  we  have  had,  we  should  for  the  future  be 
the  more  settled  and  composed.  Oh  that  it  might  be  so  !  May  the 
God  of  Peace  give  you  Peace  !  May  we  become  a  quiet  H  abitation, 
and  no  longer  a  Seat  of  Contention  !  Let  us  pray,  let  us  plead,  that  a 
long  lasting  Peace  may  be  establish'd  in  the  midst  of  us.  Let  us  /ra v, 
let  us  j^eadf  that  our  dear  Children  that  are  rising  up,  may  never  see  in 
this  Place  such  Disorders  and  Cootentiotts  as  we  their  unhappy  Fathers 
have  seen. 

We  have  seen  a  .T/  v////<,'- ///'.vu-  Iniilt,  some  of  our  J/f  w/vr.i  embodied^ 
&c.  .'\n<l  we  are  (some  of  us  at  least)  ready  to  think  that  those  Ends 
have  not  been  gain'd  by  proper  and  regular  Means.  .  .  .  People  may 
for  the  present  prosper  in  unlawful,  irregular  Ways ;  but  they  must  cx- 
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pect,  God  will  take  a  tiiuc  to  make  them  know  and  see,  that  He  is  not 
a  Gwt  Aat  ha^  Measure  in  Iniquity. 

And  God  forbid  !  that  we  should  cease  to  pray  for  our  Brethren  and 
Neighbours  in  the  other  part  of  tke  Ttmn,  Let  us  pray,  that  what  tluy 
k$iffw  nott  God  would  (each  them,  and  wAereiu  they  have  done  Jmquify, 
that  He  would  make  them  sensible  of  it,  and  trufy  humble  them  for 
it;  and  M>  prepare  ^em  for  the  Smiles  of  His  Countenance,  and 
the  Favours  of  His  Providence.  .  .  .  The'  Things  have  been  bad 
among  us,  yet  we  have  reason  to  bless  God  that  they  have  not  been 
worse.  That  there  have  not  been  more  gross  Disorders,  more  dismal 
Confusions  among  us,  God  has  permitted  just  so  much  Wrath  to  break 
liMth,  as  to  get  Himself  Gbiy  from  it,  and  ike  Eemm'ndler  He  has 
restrained. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  May,  1 736,  the  South  Church  and 
congregation  made  a  movement  to  induce  the  town  to  assume 
the  salary  of  Mr.  Stimpson.  It  is  evident  from  other  indica- 
tions tiiat  they  were  not  enjoying  that  ease  in  financial  matters 
which  they  had  assumed  would  attend  them.  The  motion 
which  they  raised  was  artfully  coupled  with  one  in  favor  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  extreme  north  end,  but  it  failed  to  be  accept- 
able to  the  town. 

[May  17,  1736,]  It  was  put  to  vote  to  see  if  the  town  will  pay  the 
two  ministers  (viz)m'  Emerson  and  tH  Stimson  there  saUeries  Equelly 
alike  by  a  town  rate :  and  to  see  if  the  town  will  abate  all  the  north 
side  inhabitants  that  live  more  then  two  mills  from  the  towns  meeting- 
hous  one  quarter  of  the  ministers  rate  and  it  past  in  the  negetive. 

At  the  same  time  the  town  refused  to  grant  the  petition  of 
Jonathan  Sargeant  and  other  south  side  inhabitants  for  a  '*  Dis^ 
tinct  township  or  parrlsh."  But  the  petitioners  were  far  from 
being  disheartened  or  inclined  to  rest  with  what  they  had 
gained,  which,  however,  was  of  titUe  real  advantage,  as  they 
were  stilt  held  for  rates  made  in  the  support  of  Mr.  Emerson 
and  his  ministry,  and  would  be  so  held  until  a  division  of  the 
town  could  be  attained.  Accordingly,  at  the  winter  session  of 
the  General  Court,  in  1737,  they  made  a  fourth  attempt  for  a 
separation. 

[December  7,  1737.J  A  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Upham,  Joseph 
Wilson  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  Fart  of  Maiden  Shewing 
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that  they  have  erected  a  Meeting  House  and  by  the  advice  of  a  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  they  have  settled  a  learned  orthodox  Minister  .imong 
them,  but  can  not  obtain  a  Vote  of  the  Town  for  their  being  set  off 
from  them ;  and  therefore  Praying  that  this  Court  would  set  them  off 
a  separate  Town  or  Precinct,  by  the  foUowiog  bounds  Beginning  at 
a  Stake  and  Heap  of  Stones  in  the  Matsh  by  Moultons  Island,  which  is 
the  Station  Line  between  Boston  &  Maiden  and  so  as  Boston  Line 
runs  to  the  Creek  where  Boston  Line  crosses  the  Creek  in  Cjn.  Olivers 
Farm,  and  from  thence  on  a  strait  Line  to  }\-ml)erton's  P.rook  at  the 
Bridge,"  and  from  the  said  Bridge  South  and  Southweatwardiy  as  the 
Lane  runs  to  the  end  of  Uutchinsons  Lane  and  from  the  end  of  the  said 
I.Ane  to  the  comer  of  the  Towns  Pasture  at  the  end  of  the  said  Lane 
due  West  to  Sandy  Bank  River,  and  then  as  the  said  River  runs  to  the 
Mouth  of  it,  and  from  thence  South  Easterly  as  the  great  River  runs  to 
Wormwood  Point  formerly  so  called,  and  from  thence  as  the  River 
nins  'o  the  first  Station ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  may  have  their  pro- 
portionable part  of  the  ministerial  Lands  in  Worcester,  Shrewsbury, 
and  else  where.* 

This  petition  was  referred  to  December  i6,  and  due  notice 
was  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  town.  At  the  appointed  time, 
not  only  the  agents  chosen  by  the  town  appeared,  but  also  a 
remonstrating  petition  of  Samuel  Biicknam  and  others  living 
within  the  liniits  of  the  proposed  new  parish.  L'pon  further 
consideration,  the  Court  appointed  "  a  committee  to  repair  to 
Maiden  and  view  the  Town,  and  hear  the  Parties  to  this 
Petition,  as  well  as  the  abovemeiitioned  Petition  of  Samuel 
Biuknani  and  others,  and  upon  the  whole  to  consider  and 
report  what  is  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  tlicreon."^*  The 
committee  performed  its  duties  at  once,  and  soon  made  the 
following  report,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  charter  of  the 
South  Precinct. 

The  Committee  nppointed  to  repair  to  Maiden,  &c.  do  report.  That 
they  have  thoroughly  viewed  said  I'own,  and  fully  heard  the  several 
Parties,  and  it  appears  to  the  Committee  that  there  has  been  a  long 
Dissention  in  said  Town,  particularly  about  the  Place  of  publick  Worship  ; 

)•  This  was  the  bridge  OVM  Harvell's       ^  Gemral  Court  Jttetrds,  jcvii. 

Brook  at  Cross  Strrcf.    Crn««  Street  6i,  6;. 

from  the  bridge  to  Main  Street,  as  it  Joumai  House  of  Etft^  December 

now  ram,  nearly  repreaeats  the  line  ig^  1737. 
between  the  parishes. 
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That  about  ten  Years  ago,  a  Meeting-House  was  built  at  the  Charge  of 
the  Town,  and  placed  so  as  to  suit  the  northwardly  Part  of  the  Town, 
some  Years  after  another  Meeting-House  was  built  by  the  southwardly 
Part  of  said  Town,  and  in  that  Part  of  the  Town  a  Minister  lias  been 
settled  and  ordaiaed,  and  there  teems  no  Prospect  that  the  Town  will 
again  unite  in  one  Place  of  Worship.  It  likewise  appears  by  the 
Consent  of  the  Parties  dial  the  IMvttion  of  the  Town  by  the  Lines  pro- 
posed by  the  rctitioncrs  is  an  equal  Division  of  said  Town.  It  also 
appears  l)y  the  Consent  of  Parties  that  the  Town's  Meeting-House  (;is 
'tis  called)  is  so  situate  as  best  to  acconnuodatc  the  northern  Part  of 
the  Town,  and  that  the  south  Meeting-House  is  situate  so  as  well  to 
accommodate  the  People  in  the  southern  Fart  of  the  Town, 

The  Committee  do  further  represent,  that  the  principal  Objection 
mnde  by  the  northern  Part  of  the  Town  against  their  being  divided 
into  two  Towns  or  Parishes,  is  their  Inability  to  niaintnin  two  Ministers. 
The  Committee  to  satisfy  themselves  examined  some  of  their  l  ax- Bills, 
by  which  it  appears  that  there  are  about  two  hundred  and  ten  Polls  in 
said  Town,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  generally  pay  to  Mr. 
Emtnon  very  small  Rates^  so  that  there  seems  no  Heason  to  question 
the  Ability  of  the  Town  to  maintain  two  Ministers. 

Therefore  the  Committee  are  of  Opinion,  for  the  Promotion  of 
Religion  and  the  Peace  of  the  Town,  that  the  Town  of  MaUen  be 
divided  into  two  Precincts,  and  that  the  southern  Precinct  be  bounded 
by  the  Lines  described  in  their  Petition,  and  that  all  the  Polls  on  the 
southwardly  Side  of  the  divisional  Line,  together  with  their  Estates 
lying  and  being  in  the  Town  of  Maiden,  be  taxed  in  the  south  Precinct, 
saving  that  Samuel  Bucknam,  John  Shute,  Jatnes  Htn'ey,  Jatn^^  Green^ 
Obadiah  Jftikins,  Isaac  Wherlcr,  Isaac-  H  ail,  and  Jcnathait  Knojver, 
be  allowed  lor  the  present  to  continue  to  the  north  i'recinct,  and  that 
their  Polls  and  Estates  be  taxed  there,*'  so  long  as  they  with  their 
Families  diall  generally  attend  the  publick  Worship  of  God  in  the 
northwardly  Parish,  and  that  the  Polls  on  the  northwardly  side  of  the 
division  I  ine  with  their  Estates,  lying  and  being  in  the  Town  of 
Maltien,  shall  be  taxed  in  the  northwardly  Precinct. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  considerable  Estate  (lying  partly  in  the  Town 
of  Maiden  and  partly  in  other  Towns)  devoted  10  die  Support  of  the 
Ministry  in  the  Town  of  Maiden:  The  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  Profits  and  Income  of  all  sudi  Estate  shall  be  equally  divided  to 
the  two  Precincts,  and  applied  to  the  Support  of  their  respective 
Ministers ;  saving  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Emerson  have  the  Improve^ 

o  The  persons  exempted  were  In-   veU'a  Brook  and  a  lins  dimwn  east  to 

habitants  of  the  northern  and  <  i^tt m    Pines  River. 


portioM  of  the  territorr  south  of  liar- 
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ment  and  Profit  of  the  Parsonage  House  and  l4Uid  in  Maiden,  daring 
his  Life,  or  continuance  in  the  Ministry  there.   All  which  is  humbly 

submitted. 

Id  the  Name  and  by  Order  of  the  Committee. 

John  Stoddard* 

S9Si»n,  Ikeemh,  14*'  X737* 

This  report  was  accepted  by  the  Council,  December  24,  and 
by  the  Representatives,  in  concurrence,  three  days  later;  and 
this  action  received  the  indorBement  of  Governor  Belcher  soon 
after.  No  other  action  appears  to  have  been  taken;  and 
although  the  acceptance  of  a  report  is  not  now  an  evidrace  of 
its  adoption,  it  seems  to  have  been  otherwise  in  the  days  of  the 
provincial  Legislature ;  and  the  South  Precinct  in  Maiden  was 
created  without  a  further  vote.^ 

The  records  of  the  precinct  are  extant  from  the  beginning.^ 
The  first  meeting  was  held  January  23,  173^,  when  Captain 
Samuel  Green  was  moderator  and  Thomas  Waite,  3rd,  was 
cleric  A  temporary  committee  of  five  was  chosen  *'to  call 
Prec?  meetings  for  y  future."  A  regular  meeting  for  the  elec* 
tion  of  officers  was  held  March  13,  at  which  Elder  Jonathan 
Sargeant  was  moderator,  and  the  following  officers  were  chosen: 
Thomas  Waite,  3rd,  Clerk;  James  Barrett,  Captain  Samuel 
Green,  Nathaniel  Upham,  John  Burditt,  and  Joseph  Wilson, 
Prfcinct  Committee;  Lieutenant  Thomas  Burditt,  Thomas  Waite, 
3rd,  Stower  Sprague,  Benjamin  Blaney,  and  John  Winslow,^ 
Assessors;  Joses  Bucknam,  Treastsrer;  and  Phineas  Sai^eant, 
CoUeeUtr* 

At  a  meeting  held  a  few  days  later,  Captain  Samuel  Green, 
Benjamin  Blaney.  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  Burditt  were  chosen 
*'  agents,  to  assert  y«  s4  Prec*  rights  of  y«  ministcriall  Lands 

^  Journal  Houst  of  Refi;  December  district  system  was  abolished.    It  was 

37,  I737>   Gemrat  Court  Ktcwds^  xvii.  fbrmerl^r  in  the  poaoession  of  Charles 

(l),  1 13-1 14.  I)  Ad-inis,  the  1  isi  clerk  of  th*  i!istiirt, 

-*  Ibid.,  114.  by  whom  it  was  presented  to  the  town. 

>  The  volume  eontahting  these  rec-  In  writing  of  the  South  Prednct  I  ahaU 

ords,  which  are  complete  lo  the  di»i>  frequently  qtiote  from  its  rcr.-iriK  uitJioul 

lution  of  the  precinct,  is  now  in  the  rclLfcnce,  when  the  authority  is  obvious. 
pOBSeasiott  of  the  dty  of  Everett.    It        ^  John  Winstow  refused  the  office 

also  Contains  the  record>  of  the  South  of   as'?e<:^<-ir  and  Snniti'.d    Stnwrr  was 

School  District  from  its  formation  in  chosen  m  his  stead  at  a  meeting  in 

1800  to  the  year  1853^  when  the  Khool  Maich. 
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Lying  in  Reading,  Maiden,  and  any  other  Lands  belonging  to 
y*  Ministry  in  Maiden,  Sett  of  to  them  by  the  Great  and  Gen- 
erall  Court  in  DecembC  1737,  as  not  yet  Subdivded."  The  new 
precinct  appears  never  to  have  enjoyed  any  portion  of  the  in* 
come  or  principal  of  the  ministerial  lands,  which  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  old  parish,  although  its  right  was  often 
assailed.  In  the  attempt  to  secure  it  the  people  of  the  south 
side  wasted  their  energies  and  their  money  and  were  finally 
forced  to  forego  the  rights  which  they  doubtless  Imagined  they 
possessed. 

Three  rates  were  laid  during  the  year,  of  which  two  of 
seventy-five  pounds  each  were  for  the  support  of  the  ministry 
and  one  of  fifty  pounds  to  meet  precinct  charges.  The  other 
public  acts  of  the  precinct  in  the  first  year  of  its  existence  were 
connected  with  its  meeting  house,  which  appears  in  an  unfin* 
ished  condition,  a  state  out  of  which  it  never  wholly  passed.'' 


^  Many  entries,  characteristic  of  the 
times,  appear  in  the  precinct  records  in 
relation  to  the  meeting  home. 

The  following  votes  were  passed 
Mvcb  22,  i73?|:-— "To  grant  y«  re- 
quest of  m'  bcnj?  Hrintnall  and  others 
to  buld  a  sete  behind  y*  forth  beat  in 
y«  mens  ride  Gallery,  and  to  have  it  for 
the.ir  QWTi,  without  any  Disturbance." 

—  "To  grant  y«  request  of  m'  John 
BordoUt  and  others  to  cott  up  f  two 
hind  St  :it>  on  y*  niciis  Side  below,  and 
buld  three  pews  in  thear  place,  for  y<> 
price  Sett  forth  in  thear  Petition,  which 
w.i^  fifteen  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to 
be  |)ai(l  to  s**,  Prec"."  —  *'  To  buld  two 
Seats  more  in  y*  mens  Side  Gallery  and 
one  Scat  in      womens  Side  pillery." 

—  "To  grant  y*  Desire  of  y  Ktv,'  ml 
lol?  Stimaon  m!  Sam"  Sweetccr  Cap'. 
Sam'.'  Green  m'  Kcnj?  Blaney.  to  buld 
Stables  on  y*  line  between  y*'  g.ite  and 
y«  School  hous." 

"[May  26.  1738]  The  Proprietors  of 
y*  Meeting  hous  in  y*  South  Prcc«!  in 
Maiden,  did  then  agree  and  voted  "f 
•**  house  to  be  a  Prec«»*  Hons,  they  re- 
tervfng  their  rights  allredy  granted; 
and  .dsn  V  I'lec  '  voted  to  p.^y  ni'  Tho^ 
Richardson  ten  pounds  for  what  he  has 


done  to  meeting  hous,  besides  what 
he  has  allready  had." — "To  finish  y* 
front  door  of  y'  meetini,'  hous,  with  the 
Steps  belonging  to  it"  —  Elder  Ebenezer 
Upham,  Jabez  Sargeant,  and  John 
Winsl'iw  were  chosen  "to  trete  with 
such  Parsons  belonging  to  s^  Prcc?  as 
shall  appear  to  buy  pews  Granted  to  be 
built." 

It  was  voted,  July  3, 1738, "  That  there 
shall  be  Six  Fillers  Sett  tip  to  Support 

y'  mens  .ind  w  omuiis  Cillers  t--.."  At 
the  same  time  a  committee  reported  that 
Captain  Samuel  Green  had  bought  the 
right  to  .1  pew.  four  feet  and  fcmr  iiu  bes 
long  and  hvc  feet  wide,  "in  womens 
hinder  sects,"  for  ten  pounds;  and 
rhilli[)s  Swcetscr  was  given  leave  to 
Iniild  A  pew  or  pews  "in  y*  wemons 
hiiidi  r  part  of  y*  front  Gallery  " 

March  '50,  171"  j.  it  w.i^  voted,  "To 
finish  y*  Carpenlcrs  and  masons  work 
in  y«  Inside  of  the  meeting  house;" 
and  in  the  following  May,  "  To  finish  y<= 
outc  side  of  the  Meeting  house,  namely 
y*  pentis  over  the  womens  Door,  and 
make  and  putt  up  the  back  side  guttO', 
and  make  and  put  up  y«  Trunks,  and 
Culler  the  trunks,  and  windows,  and 
fore  Door  and  gutters."  At  the  same 
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It  is  said  that  at  this  time  the  South  Church  was  at  the  height 
of  its  prosperity,  if  prosperity  that  may  be  called  which  was 
only  comparative  and  was  still  far  short  of  that  state  of  perfect 
comfort  and  ease,  either  in  temporal  or  spiritual  things,  which 
attends  true  prosperity.  There  was  still  a  lack  of  means  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry  and  their  house  was  unfinished.  There 
was  a  lack  of  Christian  harmony  in  the  church,  and  there  was  a 
constant  cause  for  disquiet  from  without.  In  the  midst  of  tiieir 
hardly  acquired  precinct  were  persons  and  estates  which  re- 
mained to  the  North  Parish,  and  others,  unwillingly  set  off,  were 
ready  to  join  them. 

The  members  of  the  new  church  and  precinct  had  attained 
some  measure  of  success;  but  it  was  conducive  neither  to  com- 
fort nor  to  peace.  As  a  body  they  had  sinned ;  and  as  they 
had  sowed  in  deceit,  bearing  ill-will  to  their  brethren,  so  they 
reaped,  not  a  whirlwind,  but  a  season  of  pet^  strife,  of  apathy 
and  weakness,  of  spiritual  decay  and  ruin.  Before  the  first 
year  was  at  an  end,  the  authority  of  the  General  Court  was  in- 
voked to  cancel  the  act  of  separation  or  to  modify  its  terms. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Lynde  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Maiden ;  SAaoing  that  altho'  the  General  Court  have  been  pleased  to 
erect  a  new  Precinct  in  the  South  Part  of  the  said  Town,  yet  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  whole  Town  are  not  capable  of  supporting  more  than 

one  Minister ;  and  therefore  Praying  that  they  may  be  again  united 
into  one  Precinct,  or  if  that  be  thouglit  not  proper,  that  the  first  or 
Northern  Precinct  may  enjoy  the  whole  benefit  of  the  Ministerial  Lands 
belongiug  to  said  Town.* 

This  petition  was  doubtless  made  under  the  pressure  of  an 
attempt  made  by  the  committee  of  the  South  Precinct  to  ob- 
tain a  portion  of  the  income  of  the  ministerial  lands.  It  was 
unsuccessful,  but  was  renewed  in  another  form  the  next  year. 
The  struggle  which  then  took  place  over  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Paine  and  that  of  the  North  Parish,  althouc^h  it  produced  no 
immediate  results,  showed  the  weakness  of  the  new  precinct 

time  tbe  precinct  granted  "To  tbp.  Stain."  He  was  to  paytbree  peoadt 

Nath"  P.iiiie  lil.t'ity  to  a  p.  \v  in  "for  Spoot," 

y«  Corner  of  the  Meeting  house  over-        ^  General  Court  Ketords,  xviL  (l), 

head  going  up        womena  Gallery  325. 326b  December  13, 173S. 
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and  the  dangers  which  beset  it  from  the  first.  It  began  to 
deca)-  at  the  beginning.  The  papers  in  the  case  are  interesting 
as  showini^  the  condition  of  afl'airs  and  the  authority  by  which 
the  members  ot  the  North  Parish  witiiheld  from  their  sister  pre- 
cinct a  portion  of  the  ministerial  lands,  an  authority  which  they 
steadily  maintained  until  it  was  confirmed  twenty  years  later. 
Stephen  Paine,  whose  petition  claims  a  place  in  this  connection, 
had  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Carrington  farm  by  pur- 
chase, or  otherwise,  of  his  father  William  Paine.  This  land, 
since  known  as  the  Simon  Tufts  farm  m  Everett,  lay  but  a  short 
distance  from  the  meeting  house,  and  its  loss,  aside  from  its 
effect  upon  the  rates,  might  have  led  to  a  speedy  disintegration 
of  the  precinct 

Pirmniut  of  iki  \T9  Ms  ExtiUeiuy  Jonathan  Belcher  Esf 
Masaukusttts  Bay  )  Captain  General  and  Gevemer  in  CMef  .  .  . 

,  .  .  in  General  Court  assembled  at  Boston 

December  y  S""  lyjQ. 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Pain  of  the  Town  of  Maiden  Most  humbly 
Shi-K'c-th :  That  in  the  year  1737  This  Honored  Court  in  their  great 
wisdom  ware  pleased  (after  repeated  Petitions  from  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  part  of  Maiden)  to  lay  them  off  and  made 
them  a  Precinct  by  them'  selves,  not  only  those  who  ware  the  petitioners 
but  also  Sundry  others  of  y*  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  part  of  said 
Town,  who  did  not  desier  to  belaid  off  with  them :  Your  Petitioner  in 
perticuler,  who  with  I'ipht  others  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  south  part 
of  s'  Town  Petitioned  ihis  Honored  Court  that  neither  they  nor  their 
Estats  might  be  laid  off  with  our  neight>ours  but  that  we  might  be  re- 
ferred to  pay  to  the  Reverend  Emetson  as  formerly,  the  Prayer  of 
^  Petition  was  so  iar  granted  by  this  Honoured  Court  that  Eight  of  the 
petitioners  were  referred  to  pay  boath  for  their  Pools  and  Estats  to 
y*  north  Parish  so  long  as  they  with  their  families  shall  generaly  attend 
said  meeting,  your  Petitioner  onely  out  of  nine  was  then  laid  off,  and 
have  since  ben  Calld  upon  to  pay  where  neither  I  my  self  nor  famely 
do  attend  y*  PubUck  worship,  neither  is  it  for  my  edifycation  so  to  do ; 
and  in  as  much  as  your  Excelency  and  Hontf!  being  the  only  Resort 
for  persons  under  the  like  dtficulty  for  relief  I  would  therefore  most 
humbly  pr.iy  tliat  for  the  promoting  of  my  spiritual  and  best  good  you 
would  tie  pkascd  to  lake  my  Case  ^'  Circumstance  into  your  most  wise 
and  serious  Consideration  and  lay  me  with  my  Estate  off  back  again  to 
the  north  Parish,  in  asmuch  as  I  can  with  my  family  attend  the  PubUck 
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worship  of  God  there  with  great  Convenience.  I  submit  my  Case  Ta 
your  Excelencys  and  Honors  most  wise  Consideration  hoping  that 
inasmuch  as  I  am  petswaided  that  It  is  your  great  Concern  to  seek  the 
piomotion  of  Religon ;  you  wlU  readily  grant  roe  my  Request,  which 
will  oblige  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  to  ever  pray,  &c. 

Stephen  Paine. 

We  the  subscribers  would  signify  to  your  Kxckncy  nnd  Honors  that 
it  is  our  earnist  desier  that  the  Prayer  of  the  withm  written  Pciiuoa 
may  be  granted 


Samuel  Bucxmam 

Daxel  Newhall 
William  Sprague 
John  Dexter 
Samuel  WAnE  Junek.^ 


Cotnmity 
of  The 
NorA 
Panisk. 


Thomas  Waitb 
William  Paw 
Thomas  Richardson 
Jo«K  Paine 

JopFrii  Caswell 

JobEI'H   15l  RDllT  lUNR 

Stephen  Sweetser 
Ebenezer  vpham 
Thomas  Ware  y  3. 


InhahiianU 

'ofy  South 
PreceinL 


In  the  House  of  Repf"  Dec'  19""  1739  Read,  and  On/rmt  that  the 
Pet'  serve  the  south  Parish  in  Maiden  with  a  Copy  of  this  Pet"  that 
they  shew  cause  (if  any  they  have)  on  Utitsday  the  27*^  Instant  if  the 
Court  be  then  sitting  if  not  on  the  first  thtrsday  of  the  next  sitting  of 
this  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence  J  QtHNCV 

In  Council  December  30,  1739 

Read  &  Concur'd  •  Simon  Frost 

21:  Consented  to 

J  Belcher* 

To  his  Exceiletuy  Jonatluni  Beh  hi-r  Esq'  Captain  Gciu-t  a!  Gov- 
emour  in  Chief  the  honble  the  Council  and  house  of  representatives  in 
Gen'  Court  assembled  iB  De^  1739' 

The  Petition  of  the  North  Parish  of  Maiden  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  when  the  Honble  the  Great  &  Gen*  Court  in  December  1737 
sent  the  honble  Col  Stoddard  &  others  a  Comittee  to  inspect  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Town  of  maiden  &  report  what  they  thought  proper 

to  be  done  as  to  the  creatine;  of  the  South  Parish,  they  nmong  other 
things  report,  that  whereas  there  is  a  considerable  estate  partly  in 
maiden  &  partly  in  other  Towns  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  ministry 
in  the  Town  of  Maiden  the  Comittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  profits. 
&  incomes  of  all  such  estates  shall  be  equally  divided  to  the  two  pre- 

^  Muu.  Arthivts,  xit.  i02. 
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cincta  &  applied  to  the  support  of  their  respective  ministers  saving  that 
the  Rev'  M'  Emmerson  have  the  iiDprovement  &  profits  of  the  parson- 
age house  &  Land  in  Maiden  during  lus  life  or  Continuance  in  the 
ministry  there,  which  with  the  rest  of  their  report  was  accepted  by  that 

honble  Court. 

Now  may  it  please  Excellency  touching  this  particular  article  we 
most  humbly  pray  this  honble  Court  reconsideration  of  it  and  that  for 
these  following  reasons  viz. 

I.  Because  the  right  to  these  ministerial  lands  the  fee  simple  of  the 

whole  doth  always  in  I-nw  vest  in  the  minister,  was  actually  vested  in 
m'  Emerson  before  the  making  of  the  .S<mih  Parish  or  ordination  of 
any  minister  for  it.  therefore  in  such  hke  cases  the  several  ministers 
have  brought  the  action  from  time  to  time  &  made  the  defence.  So  it 
was  in  that  &mous  case  of  O*  ro*Sparan  &  M'  Torrey  in  the  Narraganset 
Countrey.*  So  the  acticm  was  broi^^ht  in  the  County  of  Plimouth  by 
the  ministers  of  the  glebe  lands  in  \blatik.'\  So  was  it  in  the  case  of 
the  Worcester  &  Shrewsbury  lands  belonging  to  the  ministrj'  of  maiden. 
M'  Mmerson  brought  his  acti<jn  of  Kjectmt  nijainst  Wheler  Crosby 
&  had  fmal  judgmt  upon  review  fur  them  at  the  Sup'  Court:  in  Sept 
(?)  1737  &  was  then  actually  Seised  of  them  when  this  report  was 
made,  and  if  the  minister  of  the  South  Parish  had  thought  he  had  right 
to  any  part  of  them  &  brought  his  action  he  must  have  lost  in  the 
P  ir  dL-l  case  l)et\vccn  m'  James  P.ailey  minister  of  the  second  Parish  in 
Weymouth  and  William  Smith  minister  of  the  first  Parish.  M'  Bailey 
lost  by  verdict  of  y*  jury  Judgment  of  y*  Sup'  Court  in  august  1736 
as  well  as  by  the  concurring  Opinion  of  the  whole  barr. 

s.  Jt  is  most  equitable  that  the  minister  of  the  first  Parish  should 
hold  that  whole  estate  so  lawfully  vested  in  him.  for  the  members  of 
any  new  Parish  generally  come  to  be  remote  by  their  removing  from 
the  old  I'arish  Ch '  for  their  own  Convenience,  &  in  this  Case  are  near 
about  one  half  of  them  Originally  of  other  Towns  added  to  this  Town 
for  their  own  Convenience  are  as  Conveniently  Scituated  to  the  old 
parish  Ch^  as  the  Parishioners  of  the  old  Parish  themselves  are*  where- 
fore if  they  will  seek  to  be  created  into  a  parish  for  their  own  Conveni> 
encc  tis  enough  for  the  old  Parish  to  lose  the  assistance  of  their  taxes, 
but  tis  a  ]>lain  Jnjuiy  for  them  to  carry  off  the  glebe  lands  of  the  old 
Parish  with  them. 

*  Tlie  cue  of  the   Rev.  James  contest  csdted  gteat  interest  for  thirty 

McSparran.  a  mi'^'^innary  of  the  Sni  icfy  yenrs.     A  vfiiiimirtfni^  nrcotjnf  of  the 

for  Propagating  the  CjoNpcl,  whu  ciitcicU  resulting  suits  tu.4>  l<c- ruuiul  in  L  pdike, 

upon  certain  glebe  lanch  in  Narragan-  ATanvguHtrte  Church,  70-82;  and  muell 

!«ett,  wa."*  a  famotis  one  '\\\  the  pnninci.il  manuscript  material  relating  to  the  same 

day*.    Dr.  McSparran  was  ejected  by  ca^e  is  preserved  in  the  Prince  Library 

the  Rev.  Joseph  Torrey,  a  Presbyterian  in  the  Boston  PuUlc  Ubrary. 
mhibler.  In  one  form  or  another  the 
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5.  The  very  matter  of  this  article  in  the  report  afore^  given 
against  them  entirely  upon  a  Surprise  for  they  were  never  heard  one 

word  upon  it,  nor  was  there  any  reasons  or  arguments  ever  moved  or 
given  for  it  before  the  Comittee  that  the  Comittee  of  y'  north  Parish 
ever  beard  of  and  therefore  at  least  they  humbly  pray  they  may  be 
h«mi  upon  this  before  this  hooble  Court  to  answer  all  such  reasons  as  the 
South  Parish  can  possibly  give  for  this  article,  that  so  they  may  not  lose 
their  plain  right  against  reason  &  EquiQT  &  all  upon  a  Surprise  without 
being  hoard  u]>on  it,  or  at  least  they  may  be  allowed  to  ]>rovc  their 
right  at  y*  Com  Law  against  any  persons  that  shall  claim  the  same 
lands  or  any  part  of  them  ilie  report  afores**  ootwithstandmg ;  because 
we  cannot  Jmagine  this  honble  Court  intended  by  an  Extrajudicial  act 
to  strip  them  of  their  rights  &  disinherit  their  minister  without  any 
trial  or  lawful  Judgment  at  Law. 

Wherefore  they  humbly  pray  the  Consideration  of  this  honble  Court 
upon  the  premises  &  that  they  may  be  relieved  as  the  wisdom  Justice 
&  Goodness  uf  this  Court  Shall  best  direct  &  y'  pet"  as  in  duty  bound 
shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Samuel  Bucknam  Timothy  Sfracue 

Jonathan  BAmnr  John  Dejosr 

Samuel  Wait  JtmER 

In  the  House  of  Rep^  Detf  19*^  1 739  Read  and  Ordered  that  the 
Ftetf  serve  the  South  Parish  of  Maiden  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition 

that  they  Shew  cause  (if  any  they  have)  on  Thursday  the  27*  Currant 
if  the  Court  be  then  sitting  if  not  on  the  first  thirsday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  J.  Quincv  SpJI^ 

In  Council  Decern!  ao.  1739. 

Read  &  Concur'd 

Simon  Frost  Def  See7 

21:  Consented  to 

J.  BliLCHER." 

At  a  Publick  Meeting  of  the  South  Prec"  in  Maiden  Decf  the  aa* 
1 739  ;  first  voted  Eld'  Jon.  Sargeant  moderator  for  said  meeting. 
yffied.  To  Chuse  a  Com'*~  of  five  men,  to  make  answer  to  a  petition 
of  the  north  Parish  of  Maiden  at  y*  great  and  Generall  Court  on 

Thursday  y*  27'*'  Currant  if  the  Court  be  then  sitting,  if  no^  on  y* 

first  Thursday  of  y*"  next  Sitting  of  the  Court. 

r<7/f</.  Fid'  Jnf>';  Sugeant,  m!  Ilenj'  Hills,  T,ieu'  Tho.'  Burditt,  mf 
Benj?  Blaney,  lu.  John  Burditt,  l  o  be  a  Com".'=  to  make  answer  to  y* 
aferes^  petition. 

<B  JIfyss.  AreJOpttt  xii,  iti. 
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Voted,  the  afores"!  Com""  to  make  answer  to  a  petition  of  Stephen 
Paine  at     C]rcat  and  Generall  Court  on  Thursday  y*  a;  Currant, 
a  true  Coppy  alest' 

Tho^  Wayte  y=  3^:  Free  Cierk.^ 

2b  Ais  Excellency  Jonathan  Bekher  Esq  Captain  Generall  &'  Gov- 
ernour  in  Chirf  in  over  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
the  hono''-'  the  Council  6*  JJouse  of  Representatives  in  general  Court 
assembled 

The  petition  of  the  South  poriih  of  Maiden — Humbly  Sheweik 
That  the  north  paridi  of    Maiden  have  exhibited  their  petition  to 
this  great  &  hono'*'  Court  pray*,  the  reconndemtion  of  a  fonner  order 

&  Determination  of  this  Court  respecting  the  Division  of  the  Town 
of  Maiden  into  two  parishes  &  of  the  Ministerial  lands  of  that  Town 
and  on  the  21'  Jnstant  the  Jnhab'  of  the  south  parish  were  serv'd  with 
a  Copy  of  s''  petition  to  make  Answer  thereto  on  the  27'"  Jnstant  the 
End  of  this  petition  is  to  Deprive  the  south  parish  of  their  share  being 
the  half  part  of  the  ministerial  Lands  belonging  to  the  s*  Town  & 
winch  are  of  the  Value  of  several  Thousand  pounds  &  to  accomplish 
that  End  the  petitioners  have  not  only  made  an  artfuU  &  unfair  repre- 
sentation of  their  Case  but  urged  false  facts  as  the  present  petitioners 
Doubt  not  they  will  make  plainly  to  appear  on  suffi  lime  being  allowed 
them  to  prepare  their  Defence  But  may  it  please  y'  Excellency  &  this 
hono^  Court  the  time  allowed  for  the  South  parish  to  give  in  their 
answer  is  so  short  that  it  tt  utterly  impracticable  tot  them  to  Do  it 
by  the  time  Appointed  with  Justice  to  themselves  Jt  is  a  very  valuable 
Jnterest  the  p'sent  petitioners  have  at  Stake  (!v:  the  thint;  aimd  at  by 
the  north  parish  is  to  revoke  the  order  tS:  Determination  of  this 
Hono'''*  Court  6:  that  after  they  had  faild  on  a  petition  w'""  they  made 
last  year  for  the  same  purpose  w^  the  p'sent  pet?  Conceive  to  be  an 
Extraordinary  attempt  Bat  to  Defend  the  former  order  ^  Determina' 
tion  of  this  Hono**''  Court  which  is  in  EflTect  to  Defend  \c  Justice  of 
the  Court  it  is  nccdfull  to  Cett  &  produce  Copycs  of  l)i\  ers  records 
&  other  Evidences  which  cannot  be  Had  &  an  answer  prepared  by 
the  time  now  sett  by  this  hono^''  Court. 

Jt  is  therefore  humbly  pray'd  that  yf  Excellency  &  this  Court  will 
be  pleasd  to  appoint  some  fiirther  Day  for  the  p'sent  petitioners  to 
give  in  their  answer  so  that  Y  P^^  ^7  reasmiable  &  Sufficient 
Time  to  Defend  their  Cause  w^  they  Doubt  not  will  finally  appear  to 
be  just —  And  y''  petitioners  have  been  also  on  the  22"'  Jnstant  serv'd 
with  a  Copy  of  a  petition  of  St«.-]ihcn  painc  praying  that  he  may  be 
Sett  off  to  the  north  parish  witli  his  Estate  <ik:  as  liiis  very  much  De- 

•»  Man.  ArchivtSf  xU.  123;  also  Stmtk  Prtehtet  lUetrdt,  im  toe*. 
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pends  on  the  other  petition  or  at  least  will  be  much  better  understood 
as  y'  pet"  Conceive  by  the  Consideration  of  that  other  it  is  pray'd  that 
the  same  future  Day  may  be  Appointed  for  Answering  this  as  the  other 
or  some  other  fiiture  Day  as  y  £x7  &  tiiis  bono^.*  Court  shall  Judge 
meet— And  your  petitioners  as  in  My  Bound  Shall  ever  piay  &c. 

Jonathan  Sasgbant 
Benjamdt  Hius 

Thomas  Burdit 
Benjaniin  Blany 

lOHN  BURDm 

To  his  Excellency  JonaAan  Bekktr  Esf  Ca/  GeiA  6»  im 
Ch^fUuh^K^  CmcU  ^  Re^rueniaintes  in  Getif.  Court  assembled 
26  Det^  IJ3^ 

The  memorial  of  the  Jnhabitants  of  the  north  Parish  of  Maiden 
Where.\s  y!  memorialists  have  a  petition  depending  hrfurr'  this  rirrnt 
&  Gen!  Court  Touching  the  parsonage  lands  of  their  parish  and  are 
deeply  concerned  about  it  as  of  a  matter  wherein  they  have  Suifered 
beyond  any  precede  they  have  ever  heard  of  Now  therefore  they 
humbly  pray  tbqr  may  be  publickly  heard  before  the  whole  Court  upon 
that  matter  by  their  Council  that  so  the  matter  may  be  fully  under- 
stood &  they  may  obtain  reasonable  relief  &  y  pet*,  as  in  duty  bound 

Samuel  Bucknam 

John  Dexter 
Timothy  Sprague 
Samuel  Wait  Juner 
Comttf.  of  the  NorHt 
fitrisk  Jn  Maiden, 

In  Council  Decern'  26,  1739 

Read  &  OrJnrd  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted,  and 
that  a  HeariiiL;  be  had  before  this  Court  on  the  Petition  of  the  North 
Parish  in  Maiden  on  Fryday  the  fourth  of  January  next  at  ten  o'Clock 
in  the  Forenoon  if  the  Court  be  then  Sitting  if  ncrt  on  the  first  Fryday 
of  the  next  Sitting  of  the  Court,  and  that  the  Petition?  forthwith  notify 
the  South  Parish  in  Maiden  of  this  Order  that  so  they  may  attend 
accordingly.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

Simon  Frost  Defi  Sec^i 
In  the  Hon-,c  of  Rep'"*  Dec'  ff^  1739. 

Read  and  Concur'd  J  Quincy  Splf 

Consented  to. 

J  Belcher** 

**  Mass.  Archives,  ai.  1 23.  Ibid.,  135. 
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Pro.  of  y  Massachmse^  To  hi i  ExcelUncy  Jonathan  Belcher 

Soy  NtUhEt^i  Esq'  Captain  Gen'f  &*  Gozrmour 

in  Chief  in  over  his  Majesties 
Proinnu  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  To  the  Hon^i  his  Majesties  Council 
^  Hqu$€  0/  JRepr>isefUaiiges  im  Gaieml  Court  Asstmbkd  2/*  of 

Whereas  One  Stephen  Pain  put  in  a  Petition  to  your  Excellency 
&  Honours  Praying  that  he  with  his  K?tite  might  be  laid  off  to  the 
North  Parish  in  Nt  iUIen  bearing  Date  tlic  s""  of  this  Instant  December 
And  whereas  we  whose  Names  are  here  under  written  did  Subscribe 
«aid  Petition  desiring  the  prayer  thereof  might  be  granted;  Now  these 
we  to  Aoqaaint  your  Excellency  &  Honours  'Itiat  we  tmce  undeistand 
that  the  s**  Stephen  has  got  a  Deed  well  Executed  of  all  his  Fathers 
Estate  which  then  we  knew  or  thought  nothing  of  but  only  of  his 
having  about  Six  or  Ses'en  Acres  of  Land  We  therefore  desire  that 
our  subscribing  s**  Petition  may  be  looked  ujion  in  this  View  &  No 
Other    And  as  in  Duty  bound  ituiil  ever  Pray  \'c. 

Thomas  Wayte  Ebenezer  Upham 

Tho?  Wavie  Yf  3?  Thomas  Richardson.*  * 

Province  of  y  To  his  ExteUcncy  Jonathan  Belcher 

Massachusetts  Es<f.  Cap'.  Genet  all,  etc.  .  .  in  Gen- 

Bay  tn  Ne7v  eral  Court  assembled  this  Eighth  day 

England  Ss.  of  January  in  the  ThifleenA  Year 

ef  kis  majestys  Reign  Annaqne  Domini  1739. 

The  Answer  of  the  South  Precinct  in  Maiden  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex  to  Stephen  Pain  of  said  Maiden  his  Petition  to  your  Excel- 
lency &  Honours  bearing  date  the  Fifth  of  December  Last.  Htimbh 
ShciVS  That  your  Rcsiiondents  humbly  Concci\c  tlie  Prayer  of  the 
Petition  of  the  said  Stephen  ought  not  to  be  granted  for  the  Follow- 
ing Reasons. 

I*  The  welfare  of  the  said  Soutli  Precinct  much  depends  on  the  Peace- 

able  Settlement  thereof.  In  the  year  1737;  and  the  Respondents 
humbly  Conceive,  that  if  upon  the  accidental  uneasiness  of  any  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  I'recinct,  this  Honourable  Court  should  upon 
their  Request  (iho.  Gloss'd  over  with  the  Specious  Pretence  an<l 
Coulour  of  their  greater  Edification  and  best  Spiritual  Good)  set 
such  persons,  and  their  Estates,  off  to  the  North  Precinct  of  said 
Town,  it  wou'd  have  been  much  Better  as  the  Respondents  Conceive, 
that  the  South  part  had  never  been  made  a  precinct,  Consiilering  the 
well  known  r)i=;pnsition  of  the  Generality  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Town  to  find  matter  of  OiTencc. 

**  Matt*  Arehwes^  xiL  126. 
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2**!'  The  petition  of  Stephen  I'.iin  sccins  to  li:ivc  much  les^  Reason  to 
Support  11  man  a  petition  lor  the  Same  liiiiig  wou'U  iiave  trom  any 
Other  Inhabitants  of  onr  Precinct  because  when  the  Honour^  Col* 
Stoddard  &  others  the  HonouraUe  Committee  from  tins  Honour^ 
Court  to  Inspect  and  Report  upon  the  State  and  Circumstances  of 
the  said  Town  to  this  Honourable  Court  on  the  petition  of  the  South 
part  of  said  Town  to  be  a  precinct  then  the  petitioner  by  Said  Com- 
mittee wa3  fully  heard  on  bis  desire  to  be  belt  off  with  some  others 
belonging  to  the  south  part  of  laid  Tom  and  that  Honourable  Com* 
mittee  with  good  Reason  as  the  Respondents  Presume  utterly  Refits'd 
the  sane. 

3*"/  The  FeUtioner  sometime  before  the  Revf  Stimpson  was  Or- 
dain'd  over  us  left  our  assembly  where  he  with  his  Family  Had 
Formerly  attended  on  the  I/)rds  days  and  For  no  other  Rea^t^n  that 
the  Respondents  can  learn  than  a  tntling  diderence  which  happen'd 
between  him  and  one  of  bis  neighbours  of  the  South  Church  upon 
which  he  Immediately  left  us  without  using  as  we  know  of  any  Christian 
measures  of  Reconciliatiim  and  with  Submission  we  are  well  assured 
your  Excellency  Honours  will  not  *^otintenance  to  such  a  Dis- 
position of  mind  which  runs  so  Counter  to  the  Gcncrall  good  of  the 
Town  and  of  the  Small  South  Precinct  and  of  himself  iu  particular, 
^thir  Meeting  is  a  mite  nearer  to  the  Petitioner  than  the  meeting 
of  the  North  Precinct  and  though  as  we  understand  Upon  his  be- 
comeing  bound  in  large  sums  to  his  Father  bis  Father  has  made  him 
Deeds  of  his  Estate ;  Yet  his  Father  as  great  a  Friend  as  any  to  our 
Precinct  is  in  the  Joynt  Possession  thereof  with  his  son  the  Petitioner 
and  the  Situation  of  said  I-.siaie  as  Long  as  our  I'rccint  t  Remains  will, 
Ceteris  paribus,  be  best  accomodated  with  our  Mcciiug  And  whatever 
his  said  Father  may  have  been  persuaded  into  yet  Considering  how 
much  be  has  done  from  first  lo  Last  for  the  said  South  Precinct  & 
Church  of  which  he  is  a  Member  we  Cant  think  that  he  Really  desires 
said  Estate  should  be  Tran^fer'd  to  the  \orth  Precinct  in  said  Maiden, 

And  the  Respondents  humbly  beg  leave  to  .ifU!  that  thry  ■\tc  well 
Assured  that  nothing  will  have  so  great  a  Tendency  to  kuin  said  Pre- 
cinct and  to  Raise  the  Merest  Contentions  in  said  Town  as  the  altera- 
tion and  unsettling  of  the  original  Establishment  of  the  said  Precinct 
already  made  by  Vour  Excellency  &  Honours  with  the  assistance  of  so 
wise  and  prudent  a  Committee  as  that  above  mention'd  who  took  so 
great  pains  to  accomodiie  every  thing  to  the  rnntual  advantage  nnd 
Conveniency  of  both  parts  of  the  i  own  in  General  and  of  every  Indi- 
vidual in  particular  as  far  as  possible. 

Lastty.  The  Petitioner  obtained  the  Sobscripticm  of  Four  persons 
of  very  Considerable  Estates  in  the  South  Precinct  who  have  since  Re- 
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canted  their  said  Subscription  to  his  said  Petition  because  he  had 
Conrcald  from  them  the  Purchase  he  had  made  of  his  Fathers  Estate 
and  the  other  Subscribers  to  his  said  i'ctition  Excepting  his  aged 
Father  have  not  Ten  acres  of  Land  amougst  them  all  and  unless  their 
private  Interest  had  been  ooncem'd  the  Respondents  presume  they 
never  would  have  been  Concem*d  at  all  in  the  Subscription. 

And  with  Submission  this  seems  to  Savour  more  of  Craft  &  Cunning 
than  his  best  Spiritual  Good,  all  which  with  what  may  be  offer'd  is 
humbly  Submitted  to  the  Wisdom  and  lustice  of  your  Kxcellcncy  & 
Honours  by  the  Respondents  praying  for  the  Reasons  aforesaid  that 
said  Petition  may  be  Dismis'd  and  your  Respondents  be  alkm'd  t^eir 
Costs 

Benjamin'  HIt  l5^ 
Benjamin  T?i.anv  |  Com'"  J,>r  the 
Thomas  Burdit  I  -^^'^/i  Prectnci.^ 
John  BuRnnr  i 

Proxnnce  of  the.  To  His  Excellent  Jonathan  Belcher.  Esq' 

Massachusetts  Bay*  Gouerour,  etc  ....  in  Generaii  Court 

assembied. 

The  Answer  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  South  Pariali  in  nulden  to  tiie 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  north  Parish  in  s*  Town. 
Humbly  shewetk. 

That  the  Hon'ble  Col"  Stoddard,  &  others  being  appointed  by  the 
Great  &  General  Court  in  Decemb'  1737  a  Committee  to  Inspect  the 
Circumstances  of  the  said  Town  of  Maiden,  &  Rei)ort  what  They 
Thought  Proper  to  be  Done  as  to  the  Erectmg  of  the  s'*.  South  i'arish. 
They  (among  odier  Things)  Reported  it  as  Th^  Opinion  for  the 
Reasons  by  Them  Renderd  in  Their  Report  That  the  s**.  Town 
Should  be  Divided  into  Two  Precincts  by  Certain  lines  making  an 
Equall  Division  of  s**  Town,  &  That  all  the  Estate  devoted  to  the  Sup- 
port of  the  ministry  in  That  Town  should  be  I'qiunlly  Divided  to  the 
Two  Precincts  with  Siitli  Solving  as  tlie  Petitioners  mention.  \\'lnch 
Report  was  afterwards  in  tlie  Same  month  accepted,  &  Confirmed  by 
the  S*  Great  &  Generaii  Court,  and  the  Petitioners  now  Pray  that  what 
Relates  to  the  Division  of  the  Lands  Devoted  to  the  Support  of  the 
ministry  be  Reconnderedt  &  Reversd,  And  in  Order  to  prevail  Therein 
They  have  adventured  to  allcdge  that  the  Great  &  Generaii  Courts 
acceptance,  &  Confirmation  of  the  s''  Committees  Report  was  an  Extra- 
judicial act  not  Consonant  to  Justice,  &  Equity  But  (>!)tuincd  without 
due  Hearing  of  the  Parties,  Which  as  your  Respomlents  Conceive  is 
a  very  Extraordinary  Proceeding  of  the  Peti?  Gready  derogatory  to  the 

**  Mast.  AreJUaetf  xii.  taS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


554 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEUr, 


Honour  of  the  Great,  and  Generall  Coxut  which  Judgd  upon  This 
nutter,  &  made  the  DetenDiiuition  afores**.  such  a  i'roceeding  that  brut 
into  Pnctioe  (&  countenanctng  of  it  in  any  neanre  will  Soon  briog  it 
into  Practice)  that  will  Cause  the  Orders  &  Detenninationi  of  Every 
(lenerall  Court  to  be  Complaind  of,  &  the  Justice  Thereof  Impeached 
before  future  assemblys  to  the  Great  Dishonour  of  Those  Courf;,  the 
Disquiet  of  the  Fartys  whose  Interests  are  Judgd  u[>on,  the  Continu- 
ance of  Every  Controversy  without  having  any  Certain  Ljiuiiation.  nun 
which  your  Respondents  Conceive  a  Greater  Evil  can  icaice  happen  to 
any  People  Sc  "Vht  Petitionen  Have  taken  laige  Steps  towaids  begin- 
ning such  a  Fatal  Practice  "  For  instead  of  Submitting  to  the  Deter- 
mination of  the  General!  Court  in  1737.  They  the  Last  year  Ehibited 
their  Petition  to  the  Generall  Court  praying  that  Both  Parishes  might 
be  United  again  or  (which  was  Their  Pnncipall  aim)  that  1  hat  part  of 
the  Order  which  relates  to  the  s''  Precinct  having  one  half  of  the  IJene- 
fitt  of  the  Estate  Sequested  for  the  support  of  the  ministr>'  might  be 
■Snperseded,  &  Sett  aside,  &  the  northeriy  Prednct  might  Enjoy  the 
wbole  Profits  Thereof.  The  Present  Respondents  were  Cited  to  an- 
swer That  Petition.  They  gave  in  Their  answer  at  Large  &  the  Subject 
matter  oi  the  s*^  Petition  being  fully  Considered  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Same  should  be  Dismissd  as  by  the  Records  of  lliis  Honourable 
-Court  folly  appears,  &  the  Petitioners  now  again  move  This  matter. 
&  Labour  to  overthrow  what  was  thus  determind  But  to  Barr  Them 
herein  your  Respondents  beg  Leave  to  rest  upon  it  that  the  Order, 
&  Government,  &  the  necessary  Course  of  Proceedings  in  all  such 
matters  require  an  acquiescance  of  all  I'artys  —  Under  such  Deter- 
mination.->  as  have  been  already  made  in  This  Case,  &  will  not  permit 
Them  again,  &  again  to  be  Considered.  For  This  your  Respondents 
humbly  Conceive  must  certainly  work  the  oveithiow  of  all  Certainty, 
&  Older  which  are  necessary  in  Every  Court  from  the  Highest  to  the 
Lowest  (and  will  doubtless  be  Preservd  by  This  Honble  Court)  & 
perpetuate  Strife  without  End.  And  uhat  the  Petit"  Urge  for  This 
purpose.  Namelv  That  They  were  never  heard  one  Word  before  the 
Committee  touchuig  ihis  matter  But  Inis  article  was  given  against 
Them  Entirely  upon  a  Surprise  is  very  wonderfuU.  When  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  South  Part  of  s**  Town  now  made  the  South  Parish  in  Their 
very  Petitioii  on  which  That  Hon'ble  Committee  was  appointed  by  the 
Great  &  Generall  Court  actually  petitiond  for  Their  Proportionable  part 
of  the  mini'^teri  1I!  Linds,  withoiit  which  a  Great  Part  of  Them  would 
never  h  ive  ^u  i-ht  t->  have  been  made  a  Distinct  Pansh.  and  when  in 
fact  the  i'eiiiioncrs  Were  fully  Heard  before  the  Committee  touching 

^  Th'-re  t<:  a  r.i.(,"iMe  coiitrnst  between  tt;ne  and  the  actton«;  of  the  tOQth  tide 
the  sentiments  of  the  committee  at  this    people  a  few  years  earlier. 
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Their  Right  in  These  Lands  as  will  manifestly  appear  upon  Examining 
the  Gentlemen  who  were  upon  that  Committee  if  this  honable  Court 
shall  think  fit  to  Examine  fbem  thereupon  the  till  there  be  an  order  of 
This  Hononrable  Court  for  it  your  Respondents  cannot  but  Thiidc  it 
would  be  a  very  uncommon  Enquiry,  &  Contrary  to  all  Rule.  For  the 
Generall  Presumption  of  all  Courts  is  That  Every  Court  before  They 
proceed  to  Judgment  duly  Hear  the  Partys  Touching  the  .Substance  of 
the  Controversy  judg'U  upon  the  making  I  his  Enquiry  your  Respond- 
ents Conceive  must  proceed  upon  a  Supposition  no  wise  Consistent 
with  the  Honour  of  the  General!  Court  which  passd  upon  This  matter. 
But  This  your  Respondents  altogether  Submit  to  the  Wisdom  of  This 
Honourable  Court.  But  Let  This  matter  be  Enquired  into,  or  not, 
your  Respondents  Conceive  the  merits  of  This  Petition  ought  not  to  be 
now  Enquired  into,  &  again  passd  upon  the  same  having  regularly 
pass'd  into  judgrot  in  manner  afores^  and  Tho  your  Respondents  are 
ready  to  Shew  that  the  former  Order  &  Detenninatton  of  the  Generall 
Court  is  altogether  agreable  to  Justice,  &  Equity  whenever  This  Hon'« 
ble  Court  shall  Tliink  fit  to  Enter  into  Consideration  of  the  merits  of 
the  Petition,  yet  y*  Respondents  at  present  Waive  the  Same  apprehend- 
ing it  altogether  needless,  and  for  the  Reasons  abovementioned  Pray 
the  s'^  Petition  may  be  Dismist  with  Costs.  And  your  Respondents  as 
in  Duty  Bound  will  Ever  pray. 

Benj'  Hills  )  ^ 
John  Busdixt  ) 

Promtue     A*  Manachmetts  Bay  Jn 
New  England,   Siif0Sk,  S  & 

To  his  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esf,  Captain  GemraU  and  Gav- 

enour  in  Chief  .  .  .  in  GeneraU  Court  assembled. 
The  Answer  of  the  Jnhabitants  of  the  South  Precinct  of  Maldron  to 
the  Pctiiioi)  of  the  Jnhabitants  of  the  North  Precinct. 
Humbly  Sheweth. 

Your  Respond**  were  in  great  hopes  the  Long  &  expensive  differ* 
ences  between  the  northern  and  Southern  parts  of  the  Town  of  Maiden 
were  by  ilie  just  and  wise  Jnterposition  of  your  Excellency  and  Hon- 
ours  haji[Mly  ended  Init  now  preceive  such  is  the  restless  Spirit  of  Some 
that  rather  then  the  tramjuillitv  and  jicacc  of  tlu'ir  Nnghbours  should 
not  be  disturbed  they  will  even  presume  to  arraign  the  equal  Justice 
and  known  Wisdom  of  this  great  and  Generall  Court  for  Establislng  so 
great  a  Blessing  amongs  them  for  the  Petitioners  in  their  said  Petition 
Virtually  Insinuate  that  the  reports  made  to  and  accepted  by  the  Qreat 

*  M«t9.  Arehivei,  siL  115. 
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and  (  icnerall  Court  in  1737  n  hereby  your  Respond^"  are  formed  into 
a  distinct  precinct  with  the  Enjoyment  of  one  half  of  the  Proftitts  and 
Jncomes  of  such  a  real  Estate  formerly  granted  for  y*"  support  of  the 
ministry  in  said  Town  is  altogether  anjust  unequatabie  and  Effected 
by  surprize  but  your  Respond**  HumUy  beg  pardon  when  they  in  this 
their  answer  take  upon  themselves  to  vindicate  the  justice  &  Equaty 
of  that  Court  in  such  their  proceedings  their  own  acts  sufficiently  de- 
claring the  Same  but  as  the  Petitioners  are  strikins;  at  the  rights  & 
Privileclgei!)  of  your  Respond"  they  therefore  defend  the  same  in  the 
following  manner,  and  first  ^ 

Jn  Point  of  meer  Right  and  Justice  the  Petitioners  on  this  Head 
say  that  the  Fee  Simple  of  the  Lands  so  granted  Vests  in  the  minister 
and  the  Same  were  actually  Vested  in  M'  Emerson  before  the  makinj^ 
of  the  South  Parish  or  ordination  of  any  minister  for  it.  herein  the 
Petitioners  are  mistakin  Jn  Point  of  Law  tor  the  Grant  was  nut  made 
to  M'  Emerson  and  his  successors  but  a  Grant  made  Long  before  M' 
Emers(m  was  bora  and  as  the  Goverm*  were  y"  Grantors  the  Town  of 
Maldren  were  the  Grantees  for  there  must  be  Two  partys  to  the  Grant 
and  the  Grant  was  made  to  the  Inhabitants  of  maiding  for  the  USe  of 
the  ministry  in  the  Town  Jndifinatly  and  when  the  South  Precinct  wns 
lawfully  formed  and  the  Reverend  M'  Stimpson  ordained  according 
to  Law  the  minister  of  it  Can  it  be  denied  but  that  the  Generall  work 
of  the  ministry  of  that  Town  is  as  well  carried  on  by  the  one  as  by  the 
other  and  therefore  the  use  of  such  Grant  made  to  the  Town  for  the 
ministry  fay  Law  results  as  much  to  the  one  as  to  the  other  Besides 
one  principall  design  of  that  grant  to  maiden  was  in  some  messure  to 
ease  the  Jnhabitans  of  the  Charge  of  carryin«»  on  [the]  work  of  the 
ministry  in  that  Town  wherein  i-lvery  Tndivi'lual  of  that  Community 
has  his  Special  right  and  when  the  work  of  the  ministry  is  conducted 
by  one  abne  the  perscmall  Charge  of  each  Jnhabitant  b  lessened  1^ 
the  Proffitts  that  arise  by  such  a  Donation  and  consequently  in  Process 
of  time  when  the  Great  and  Generall  Court  discover  in  their  wisdom 
that  by  the  Jncrease  of  the  Jnhabitants  which  necessarily  begitts  remote 
settlements  that  the  work  of  the  ministry  can't  well  be  carried  on  by 
one  alone  therefore  make  Two  Parishes  so  that  the  Generall  work  of 
the  ministry  in  that  Town  is  thereby  ordered  to  be  Conducted  by  Two 
then  ought  the  use  of  that  Grant  to  result  to  both  for  by  what  Law 
without  Exerting  an  absolute  power  ought  the  fountain  of  Justice  to 
take  from  such  an  Jnhabitant  the  Ease  or  Right  that  he  and  his 
ancestors  have  been  Seised  off  for  60  years  &  this  the  Cencrall  Court 
would  virtually  do  by  first  inakirr^  Siirh  Jnhabitants  to  be  of  another 
Parish  &  thereby  charging  tiiera  with  the  whole  Burthen  of  carrying  on 
the  ministry  as  your  Excellf  and  Hon?  can  best  expoun**  Your  own 
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private  Don.itions  &  the  true  design  and  mcnning  of  them  Your  Re- 
spond are  well  assurrt'l  you  will  never  by  an  Act.  Fx  j)ost.  facto,  take 
from  them  such  their  Lawfull  Rights  more  especially  since  your  Ex- 
celU  &  Hon7  have  already  Enacted  therein  y'  which  is  just  &  right. 
As  to  the  FiesideDts  used  by  the  Petitioners  your  Respond  doot  pre> 
tend  to  be  matters  of  y*  state  of  them  but  ap(ttehend  the  Dispute  in 
the  Case  between  D|  M'Sparron  and  Torry  was  who  of  them  Two  in 
respect  to  orthodoxy  shoulil  hold  the  Grant  according  to  the  Will  of 
the  Donors  &  it  must  be  obstrvtd  that  was  a  Donation  Jlowing  from 
Private  persons  all  Dead  Jncapable  of  explaining  their  said  Grant  but 
this  b  a  Giant  made  by  y^  Govoriu*  which  is  to  be  hoped  will  never 
Dye  made  to  the  Town  of  maiding  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  Jn* 
difinatly  in  maiding  and  if  ever  it  wanted  Explination  is  by  a  Sub- 
sequent  Act  of  the  Lcger?laturc  who  is  the  Power  y'  Granted  that  Same 
fully  settled  and  that  according  to  Law  and  Justice,  Jt  is  Granted 
m'  Emerson  alone  brought  the  action  against  Shrewsbury  for  at  y* 
Commensing  of  that  action  y""  work  of  the  ministry  iu  s'  Town  of 
Maiding  was  by  him  alone  carried  on  your  Respond**  not  then  formed 
into  a  distinct  Parash,  and  it  is  Conceded  in  aU  such  Grants  made  to 
Towns  for  the  use  of  the  ministr}'  when  Ever  one  is  appointed  and  no 
other  the  right  of  action  appertains  to  him  but  if  there  were  two 
ministers  Legally  ordained  in  sucli  Towns  your  Respond"  deny  that 
one  only  could  maintain  Such  an  action.  Jt  is  true  on  the  revciw  of 
y!  action  there  were  two  ministers  in  Maiding  but  that  Writt  being 
Grafted  on  the  first  the  Parties  stitl  remained  the  same  but  it*s  very 
observable  your  Respond"  as  well  as  the  Petitioners  bore  their  pre- 
portionable  part  of  the  Charges  of  that  Suit  and  as  to  the  Case  of 
Daily  and  Smith  as  your  Respond?  are  altogether  Strangers  to  it  but 
are  well  Informed  in  its  Creation  is  not  a  Simuier  Case  neither  was  y* 
Judgl  ther-in  on  a  Special  Verdict  &  it's  well  known  the  Verdicts  of 
Jurys  are  fluctuating  and  can't  be  imagined  Equall  to  the  Stability  of 
the  Great  &  General!  Court  whereof  also  most  of  the  Judges  of  y'  I.and 
are  members  And  it  b  astonishing  that  the  Petitioners  should  imagine 
a  Verdict  of  a  Jury  in  a  Private  action  should  so  Jnfluence  the  whole 
Legislature  as  to  repeal  their  own  Act  which  is  of  a  Publick  nature 

Then  z'*"  as  to  the  Equaty  of  the  Case  the  Peti"  apprehend  that 
were  a  new  parish  is  fonned  at  request  and  perttcular  Convenience 
of  many  of  y*  Jnhabitants  of  the  Town  that  they  then  drew  half  the 
Froffitts  of  such  Grants  is  uneqtiatable  for  it's  Enough  the  old  parish  to 
Loose  the  assistance  of  tlieir  Taxes  now  as  to  thi^  the  Peti'^  unfarely 
state  the  fact  for  it  is  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  who  regulate'^  and 
makes  all  1  owns  and  Parishes  for  the  Jntercst  of  Religion  &  good  of 
the  People  that  formed  your  Responds  into  a  Parish.    Now  much 
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more  in  Kquaty  as  well  as  iu  Law  tiicir  Act  ought  uut  to  work  any 
wrong  and  if  your  ExcellTand  Honou?  bjr  forming  your  Respond*  into  a 
distinct  Parish  tnily  Jntended  to  advance  Religion  and  the  Jnterest  and 
Ease  of  the  Respond?  as  must  with  Great  thanks  [be]  Graiutd  should 

your  Honours  repeal  your  own  act  in  part  and  apply  the  whole  of  those 
proffitts  c^rantcd  to  the  Town  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  to  one  brancli 
only  of  the  ministry  of  the  i  own  then  are  your  Respond'?  left  in  a  worse 
Condition  then  they  were  before  &  where  is  the  Jntended  Benevolence 

Besides  your  Respond?  bore  their  ^oportionable  part  of  the  Charges 
with  the  Peti*?  in  the  Case  of  those  Lands  &  supporting  their  Grant  of 
them  thro  the  Law  and  now  the  Title  is  settled  and  some  proffitts 
begin  to  be  reaped  where  is  the  Equaty  where  is  the  justice  they 
should  be  excluded  from  sharing  the  Same  is  beause  the  Geiurall 
Court  in  their  Wisdom  thio  them  a  nother  Precinct  are  they  not  Still 
of  the  same  Town  do  they  not  still  remain  the  Grantees  for  such  use  Jf 
both  Churches  were  vokl  &  Trepasses  committed  must  not  the  Action 
be  maintained  by  the  whole  Town  to  whom  y'  Grant  was  made  in  Case 
both  Churche"?  were  void  But  it  is  Jnsinuated  ih:it  it  is  Enough  for  the 
Old  I'arish  to  lose  the  assistance  of  their  I'axes  Jn  an->wer  if  the  Old 
Parish  conceives  it  Heavy  to  bare  the  Charge  of  supportmg  their  min- 
ister with  one  Half  of  the  Proffitts  of  such  Lands  bow  much  heavier 
must  they  themselves  ii^^gin  [itj  to  be  on  your  Respond?  to  support 
their  minister  without  any  part  of  the  Proffits  and  where  is  the  Equity 
and  Etpility  in  this  way  of  y"  Peti'?  reasoning.  But  thro  the  blessing  of 
God  in  the  Jncrease  of  y=  Town  your  Respond"  verily  believe  y'  Pe- 
ti"?  have  y'  same  ability  if  they  have  y*  same  Hearts  to  support  their 
minister  with  one  Half  of  said  Proffits  as  y'=  whole  Town  had  when  such 
Grants  were  made  Besides  in  Equaty  &  Justice  y*  Peti?  ought  to  con- 
sider y*  your  Respond?  but  a  few  years  agoe  bore  their  proportionable 
Charges  &  were  at  great  Cost  in  Erecting  as  it  now  turns  out  for  y*  Pe- 
ti"  x  fine  substantial  meeting  house  &  scarcely  had  your  Respond** 
wade  1  thro'  so  great  a  Charge  but  were  oblulged  vvitiiout  one  farthing 
from  the  Peti?  to  Erect  a  nother  &  for  y"  Petitioners  to  Endeavour  to 
take  from  your  Respond**  their  real  right  &  what  this  Court  has  estab- 
lished to  them  to  Enable  them  chearfully  to  go  thro  so  religiotts  & 
publick  a  \N'ork  is  not  treating  your  Respond?  as  Brothers  &  with  the 
Equaty  &  Equality  they  niiijht  reasonable  expert. 

And  lastly  as  to  the  pretentied  Surprise  it  apj^ars  by  f  Respond'* 
Petition  &  y'  report  of  the  Committee  that  there  is  no  colour  for  such 
an  Jnatnnatkm  which  carries  such  Jndecency  with  it  that  your  Re-^ 
spond?  submitts  to  yonr  Excellency  &  Honours  whether  it  deserves, 
a  further  answer." 

*  Mau,  Archives,  xii.  Ii8.   This  document  is  unsigned. 
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Mariis  8.  Die  JaHuarif,  A.  D.  1739. 

Etikiei  Lewis,  Esq;  came  down  with  a  Message  fiom  the  honour- 
able I?oard,  to  infi)riii  the  House  they  are  now  rcndy  to  attend  the 
Hearing  aii[)Oimc(l  tu  be  had  this  Day  before  the  whole  Court  on  the 
Affair  oi  Maiden,  and  to  move  the  House  they  would  corae  up  to  the 
Council  Chamber  to  attend  the  same. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  went  up  accordingly,  and  being  seated 
there,  the  Parties  were  admitted  in,  and  being  fully  heard  by  their 
Council  learned  in  the  Law,  to  make  their  Pleas  and  Allegations  for 
and  against  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition,  they  withdrew.  After  which, 
Mr.  Speaker  with  the  House  returned  to  their  own  Chamber. 

Meicurij  9.  Die  JanuariJ,  A.  D.  1739. 
John  Jeffries,  Esq;  brought  down  the  following  Vote  of  Council  upon 
the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  Parish  in  Maiden,  viz. 
In  Council  January  9th  1739.  A  Hearing  having  been  had  on  this 
Petition  yesterday  before  the  whole  Court,  and  the  Matter  being  fully 
considered,  the  Question  was  put,  Whe^r  ike  Prt^r  of  ^  RHthn 
$e  granted  f 

It  pass'd  in  the  N^ative.  Nevertheless  it  is  hereby  Ordered^  That 
nothing  contained  in  any  Votes  or  Orders  of  this  Court  relating  to  the 
ministerial  Lands  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Afaldrn  or  for  di\'ithng  the 
said  Town  into  Precincts,  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  Right  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Emmersom  may  have  by  vutue  of  his  Contract  with  the 
People  there,  or  any  Votes  of  the  Town  referring  to  his  Support. 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

Read  and  Concur'd. 

Also  a  Vote  of  Council  on  the  Petition  of  Sie^tH  Patnef  as  emred' 
the  19th  December  last,  viz.  In  Council  January  9th  1739.  Read 
again,  toj^ether  with  the  Answer  of  the  South  Parish  in  Afnldrn,  and  the 
Matter  being  fully  considered  the  (  hiestion  was  put,  ll'ht  ilier  the  Prayer 
0/  the  Petition  be  granted?  Antl  it  passed  in  the  Negative,  and 
therefore  Orderedt  That  the  Petition  be  disroiss'd.  Sent  down  for 
Concurrence. 

Read  and  Concur'd.* 

Thus  ended  the  stru!:;;^de  of  the  winter  of  173^/9,  which  re- 
vived and  perpetuated  old  animosities  and  widened  the  breach 
between  the  old  parish  and  the  new  precinct.  It  must  be  owned" 
that  the  position  of  the  south  side  men  was  far  from  being 
creditable,  whether  their  obsequiousness  before  the  Court  or 
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their  distortion  of  facts  be  considered.  Their  solicitude  for 
the  honor  of  the  Court  and  their  interest  in  the  "  Equaty  of  the 
Case  "  are  somewhat  amusing  and  furnish  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  stubbornness  with  which  the  same  men  refused  to  recognize 
the  order  of  the  Court  in  1728.  As  to  the  matters  in  question, 
although  the  petitioners  of  the  North  Parish  were  dismissed, 
they  were  practically  victorious;  for  the  order  of  the  Court, 
which  protected  the  interest  of  Mr.  Emerson  during  his  life, 
gave  them  the  aid  of  the  entire  profits  of  the  ministerial  lands, 
both  in  Maiden  and  elsewhere,  during  the  term  for  which  they 
had  been  granted  to  their  pastor  by  the  town  at  the  time  of  his 
settlement.  Before  the  death  of  Mr.  Emerson,  the  right  of  the 
North  Parish  had  been  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  the  courts, 
and  the  South  Precinct,  exhausted  in  the  struggle,  had  aban- 
doned its  claim.  Stephen  Paine  remained  an  uneasy  and  some- 
what troublesome  member  of  the  precinct  about  sixteen  years, 
although  he  continued  his  connection  with  the  congregation 
which  met  at  the  meeting  house  near  Lewis's  Bridge  and  re- 
fused to  participate  in  the  religious  privileges  of  his  neighbors. 
He  was  treasurer  of  the  precinct  in  1749;  and,  after  several 
endeavors,  he  was  finally  annexed  with  his  estate  to  the  old 


parish. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  SOUTH  PRECINCT  DECADENT. 

RESTING  for  a  while  in  its  quarrel  with  the  North  Parish, 
the  South  Ftecinct  had  now  a  little  leisure  to  attend  to 
its  own  internal  affairs,  which  were  far  from  being  in  a  state 
of  prosperityr.  It  appears  that  in  1739  no  settlement  had  been 
made  with  Mr.  Stimpson  for  his  services  before  the  formation 
of  the  precinct  Nor  were  his  claims  fully  understood ;  for  at 
a  precinct  meeting  held  March  30,  in  that  year,  it  was  voted 
"To  pay  unto  the  Revf  m^  loseph  Stimpson  3^  money  due 
to  him  before  we  ware  in  a  Prec?*,"  and  a  committee  was 
chosen  "  to  see  what  his  Demands  are."  Later  the  bodily 
infirmities  of  the  pastor  began  to  interfere  with  the  performance 
of  his  duties  and  the  following  vote  was  passed :  — 

[November  17, 1740.]  wteJ  To  pay  the  Rev^  Wf  lo^  Stimson  the 
loose  money  that  Comes  into  The  Box  a  Sabbath  Days,  when  he  is 
able  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Ministn,',  But  when  he  is  not  able  to 
Carry  on  si  work  among  iis  ;  Then  the  said  money  Shall  goe  towards 
paying  the  Minister  that  Shall  then  Freeh  with  us. 

36 
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Although  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Stiinpson*s  duties  were  not 
fuUy  performed,  lie  continued  to  be  the  pastor  of  the  precinct, 
in  which,  despite  its  poverty,  there  was  an  ever-present  spirit 
of  disquiet  Its  unsettled  condition  is  fuUy  illustrated  in  the 
record  of  a  meeting  held  March  8, 174>^« 

It  tras  put  to  vote  to  se  if  the  Prec?  would  Raise  money  and  it 
pased  in  the  Negitive.    Voted — That  the  Com'^  agree  with  a  man 

to  take  Cnre  of  the  meeting  house  for  the  Ensuing  year:  —  The  Vote 
was  put  to  Sec  if  the  PrecV  will  put  in  a  i'ctitioii  tu  the  tieneral  C'uurt 
to  be  made  a  Ibwn  Ship,  According  to  the  Bounds  iMentioned  in  the 
warrant  and  it  pased  in  the  Afirmitive — Put  to  vote,  to  See  if  the 
Free?  will  Choose  a  Com*?"  to  put  in  a  pettsion  to  the  General  Court 
and  it  jjased  in  the  ncgili\  c  —  Put  to  vote  to  See  if  the  Free"  will 
fence  the  Road  to  the  Meeting  lious  and  it  jjased  in  the  negitive  — 
The  Meeting  is  adjourned  to  Iryday  next  at  Six  of  'Clock  afternoon  at 
the  house  of  xd.  Benj".  BLnK)  S. 

In  the  periods  of  Mr.  Stimpson's  disability  such  uncertain 
supplies  were  procured  as  offered  from  time  to  time  until 
December  27,  1743,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  ensure  a 
rcjj^ular  service  and  a  committee  was  chosen  "  to  Supley  the 
Pullpit  till  the  first  of  March  next  after  this  Date  Provided  the 
Rev^  M!  Stimptson  is  not  able  to  Preach  himself."  In  the 
following  March  another  a>mmittee  was  appointed  "  to  reckon: 
with  y*  Rev4  m'.  Stimptson  respecting  his  sallarye  from  the 
time  that  we  ware  set  of  into  a  Free?"  The  impecunious  pre- 
cinct soon  found  that  reckoning  was  not  settling;  and  seven 
months  later  still  another  committee  was  chosen  "to  treat 
with  y*  Rev^  M'.  Jos^  Stimpson  Concerning  the  l^allance  due 
to  him/'  The  outcome  of  this  treaty  appeared  in  the  following 
vote:  — 

[November  5,  1744.]  Voted  to  except  of  the  Settlement  which  mf 
Seth  Sweetcher  of  Charlstown  &  Mr  loshua  151  inch  ud  of  Boston  have 
made  between  Rc\"^  m*  10*"  Stimpson  I'l*  his  church  &  parish;  Ihcy 
being  y*  men  Chosen  by  both  parties  for  that  porjx)s. 

The  assessors  soon  after  made  a  rate  of  two  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  fourpence,  old  tenor,  "to- 
pay  the  Rallancc  Due  to  y*  Rev^  Jo*!  Stimpson,  untill  the 
first  of  Novemb'.  last  past; "  and  an  entry  made  ia  the  pre- 
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cinct  record  about  the  same  time  shows  that  a  portion  of  the 
award  was  settled  by  an  interest-bearing  bond,  that  the  Free? 
Can  not  pay  down,  tintill  thcay  are  inabled  to  pay  the  whole," 
which  it  is  to     Iiuped  was  taken  up  in  time. 

Meanwhile  the  church  was  considering  charges  against  the 
pastor,  the  character  of  which  cannot  be  ascertained  from  any 
sources  of  information  which  are  at  present  known  to  us.i  At 
a  meeting  held,  August  6,  1744*  it  was 

VoUdiStaH  the  Chh  will  enquire  into  the  Troth  of  the  Charge,  which 

is  brought  to  them  against  the  Rl  v '  Mr  Joseph  Stiinpson  by  Mf  Nath'. 
Upbam,  and  MT  Jabez  Sargeant,  Members  of  this  Chh.  — * 

At  the  same  time  a  committee  was  appointed  to  carry  a 
copy  of  the  charge  to  Mr.  Stimpson  and  to  request  him  to 
make  an  answer  at  an  adjourned  meeting.  The  pastor  did  not 
meet  the  church  at  the  appointed  time  and  the  following  vote 
was  passed :  — 

[Au^  17, 1744.]  V0ied,  That  the  Chh  is  Aggrieved  at  the  Conduct 
of  the  Rev!  Mr  Joseph  Stimpson,  their  Rev^  Pastor,  in  his  not  making 

any  Satisfaction  to  the  Chh  concerning  a  Charge  hid  against  him  by 
Mess"  Natlj"  Upham  and  Jabez  Sargeant;  and  they  also  forbid  him 
administring  any  of  the  Ordinances  amongst  them,  until  S'  Chh  is 
Satisfied  by  y*    Revi  M;  Stimpson  — 

r^iedThat  the  Chh  make  the  Rev*  Ml  Stimpson  an  offer  of  joyniog 
with  them  in  calUng  a  Council  to  consult  and  advise  u[>on  the  Chaige 
brought  against  the  SI  Revi  Mr  Stimpson  by  Mess?  NjUb'i  Upham  and 
Jabez  Sargeant — 

Thereafter  frequent  meetings  of  the  church  were  held;  but 
although  Mr.  Stimpson  wrote  "  signfying  that  he  would  make 


*  The  MS.  which  ia  the  sotirce  of  my 

information  in  relation  to  the  troubles 
of  the  church  and  Mr.  Stimpson,  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  First  Church, 
and  contains  a  record  of  the  affairs  of 
the  South  Church  from  August  6,  1744, 
to  the  iiiBlanation  of  Mr.  Cleaveland. 
It  may  have  l>een  a  privntr  r-  l  ori!,  as  it 
was  given,  in  1753,  by  Kklcr  Ebenczer 
I'pham  to  his  son,  afterwwds  the  Rev. 
Caleb  Upham  of  Truro.  Besides  the 
Maiden  cliJirt.h  matters,  it  contains 
records  reining  to  the  I'pham  family 
and  the  church  at  Truro.   It  was  iti  the 


hatids  of  one  Darnel  T.  Upham  in  1S05, 
and  waa  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  First 
Church  by  the  Rev,  Louis  H.  Biihler  of 
Maiden,  N.  Y.,  who  received  It  from  an 
unknown  source  in  1894.  Mr.  liahKr 
wrote :  "  I  presume  it  was  sent  by  the 
minister  or  clerk  of  a  Reformed  Church 
in  C.ilro  'r",ieene  Co,,  X.  V.],  or  near 
there,  who  knew  of  only  this  church  by 
the  name  of  Maiden.** 

Half  of  A  It  .tf.  vvliich  has  been  care- 
fully torn  from  thi^i  book,  may  have 
contained  a  statement  of  the  diarfet 
against  Mr.  Stimpson, 
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some  Proposals  of  Agreement,"  his  answer  was  withlicltl.  After 
waiting  three  months  the  church  proceeded  to  call  a  council 
of  five  churches;  but  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
Mr.  Stiaipson 

and  to  acquaint  him  that  if  he  will  give  from  under  his  Hand  unto 
this  Chh  that  ins  Salary  shall  cease  from  the  time  of  the  Stukment 
made  wuh  him  the  S''  Revi  M.'  Stimpson  the  Chh  and  Parish,  by 
Mess?  Seth  Sweetsher  and  Joshua  Blanchard  to  the  last  day  of  Ocf 
one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  forty  four  that  this  Chh  will  wait 
on  him  one  two  or  three  months  if  he  thinks  be  is  not  able  to  wait  on 
a  Council  sooner.^ 

The  latter  part  of  this  vote  may  imply  that  some  bodily 
weakness  still  afflicted  the  pastor.  Mr.  Stimpson  still  remaining 
silent,  nine  days  later  the  council  was  appointed  to  meet  at 
the  house  of  Deacon  Joses  Bucknam,  December  19;  but  a  few 
days  before  the  time  it  was 

VoUii  thai  the  Rev'  Counsell  thai  was  desired  to  sit  on  the  19  of 
Desember  aer  desired  to  desist  till  a  further  desier 

At  length  the  church  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stimpson, 
dated  December  25,  1744,  in  which  he  wrote:  — 

Whereas  by  the  Sovereign  Providence  of  God,  my  bodily  Health 
and  Strength  is  so  much  impriired  and  weakened  that  I  am  utterly 
nnable  to  carry  on  the  publick  Work  of  the  Mmistry  among  you  ;  and 
being  de>irous  that  you  should  enjoy  all  tlie  Ordinances  of  the  Gospel, 
I  have  thought  it  most  for  God's  Glory  and  your  good,  which  I  sincerely 
desire  and  aim  at,  to  ask  a  Dismission  from  you,  as  to  my  Relation  as 
your  Pastor.  —  I  do  therefore  now  in  the  Fear  of  God  desire  the  Chh 
to  vote  me  a  Dismission,  and  give  me  a  Letter  of  Recommendation, 
that  so  I  may  be  received  to  Communion  with  such  Chh's  of  ottr  Lord, 
where  the  Providence  of  Clod  shall  [ilace  me.  And  I  now  hntnl)ly  beg 
Pardon  of  Almighty  God  for  the  Sins  1  have  been  guilly  of,  «!k  bincc  I 
have  been  your  Pastor  in  particular  and  desire  your  Christian  Forgive- 
ness of  the  Failings  you  have  seen  in  me,  and  beg  your  Prayers  f<« 
me. — 

With  the  wish  that  he  might  *•  in  the  coming  World  shine 
among  the  Stars  in  Glory,"  and  as  his  "  affectionate  Brethren," 
the  church,  by  its  ruling  elder,  Ebenezer  Upham,  gave  their 
pastor  a  letter  of  dismission  and  recommended  him  to  other 
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churches.  In  Christian  charity  one  may  be  pardoned  if  in  the 
letters  of  the  pastor  and  the  church  he  sees  aught  that  has  a 
color  of  devious  wajrs  and  worldly  insincerity. 

Mr.  Stimpson  appears  to  have  remained  in  the  precinct  after 
he  ceased  to  be  its  pastor;  for  in  March,  174^,  the  abatement 
of  his  rates  was  refused*  as  it  was  again  in  March,  175!^.  He 
died,  March  28,  1752,  and  lies  buried  in  Charlestown.* 

There  was  now  an  opportunity  for  a  union  of  the  rival 
parishes,  which  it  is  said  the  people  of  the  old  parish  would 
have  welcomed  and  were  the  first  to  propose.  So  desirable 
seemed  such  a  motion  that  it  was  brought  before  the  town; 
and  at  a  meeting,  held  January  22, 174i^,  it  was  voted:  — 

That  Ens:  Joseph  Lynds  Edward  Wayte  and  En*  John  Dexter  of 
y*  north  Fsurish  Benjamin  Hilb  Elder  Upham  and  Thomas  Wayte  Ju'  of 

the  south  Parish  shall  be  a  committee  to  discours  together  an^  to  con^ 

sidcr  what  may  be  don  that  might  be  thought  to  be  a  proper  means  to 
unight  both  parishes  so  as  that  they  might  be  one  again  and  carry  on 
the  publick  worship  of  god  together. 

The  staying  qualities  of  the  south  end  men  were  strong,  and 
they  refused  the  proffered  settlement.  There  is  evidence  that 
the  finnncial  affairs,  if  not  the  spiritual  concerns,  of  the  precinct 
were  at  a  low  mark.  At  a  meeting  held  August  5,  1745,  it  was 
refused  to  raise  money  for  precinct  charges ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  was  voted  "  that  y*  Free*,  will  Defend  there  CoUecters 
Jn  Distraining  for  there  Raites  as  the  Law  Directes."  The 
next  year,  the  collector,  Pelatiah  Whittemore,  or  Pallintiah 
Whitemore,  as  he  is  elsewhere  called,  was  engaged  in  a  lawsuit 
with  Isaac  Waitc ;  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  assist  hira. 
About  the  .same  time  the  restless  Stephen  Paine  and  others 
renewed  their  endeavors  for  separation. 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Stimpson  preaching  was  main- 
tained by  committees  appointed  for  limited  terms  and  the  ap> 

-  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Stimp-  who  was  for  wme  Year* 

son  was  ever  married.   I  am  indebted  >  Pastor  of  the  i  church  in 

to  Ethan  N.  Cotmm  of  Chwleatown  for  Maidon.  but ,    1,1;;  able  by 


the  following  copy  of  the  iDscription  on 
bis  gravestone:  — 

JoMph  SlimpiMk,  A.  M. 


Weakues*  of  Body  U>  Pmcb  ■ 
he  kft  hU  People  bjr  agrM- 
meait  a  liv'd  ia  Rethnent  till 
Much  aS>^  Aamo  Doa^  1751  whaa 
he  dapaited  this  Lite  |» 
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propriation  of  small  sums  from  time  to  time ;  and  no  move- 
ment towards  the  settlement  of  a  pastor  appears  to  have  been 
made  until  a  year  had  passed. 

Feb:  i6:  1745/6-  at  a  Chh  meeting  Voted  \}cviX.  March  6.  be  observed 
by  this  Chh  as  a  Day  of  Humihation  and  Prayer  to  God  for  his  Direc- 
tion in  the  weighty  Affair  of  settling  a  minister 

March  16:  174^.  VoUd  that  the  Chh  meet  next  Friday  to  advise 
with  the  Parish  on  such  methods  as  they  shall  then  think  proper  to  be 
taken  in  Order  to  their  choosing  a  minister :  as  also  Voted  to  invite  the 
Rev.  Mf  Cheever  of  Lyn  to  come  and  administer  the  Lords  Supper 
unto  us  as  soon  as  he  can  coveniently  attend  it. 

Several  candidates  were  now  heard  "  upon  probation  ;  "  and 
negotiations  were  had  in  the  summer  and  fall  with  Daniel  Shute 
and  Joseph  Emerson,  Jr.,  respectively.  These  young  men,  who 
were  both  natives  of  the  North  Parish,  had  been  graduated 
together  at  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of  1743.  They  had 
probably  preached  as  supplies  in  the  meeting  house  on  Sar- 
geant's  Hill ;  and  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  had  some 
acquaintance  with  the  people  and  their  circumstances. 
Although  both  church  and  precinct  concurred  in  the  respective 
calls,  the  negotiations  failed  in  each  case;  and  the  young  men 
were  reserved  for  long  and  honorable  pastorates  in  other  towns.^ 

At  length,  April  2,  1747,  the  precinct  concurred  with  the 


•  Danikl  Shl'TE,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Waitc)  Shutc,  was  born  in  Mai- 
den, July  19,  1722.  He  inherited  good 
Puritan  blood  of  the  stanchest  strain ; 
for  his  father  was  a  grandson  of  Deacon 
John  Greenland,  and  his  mother  a  grand- 
daughter of  Captain  John  Wayte.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  church  connected  with  the  Second 
Parish  in  Hingham.  now  Cohasset,  De- 
cember 10,  1746,  where  his  ministrations 
covered  the  long  period  of  nearly  fifty- 
six  years.  In  175S  he  was  commissioned 
as  chaplain  of  a  regiment  commanded 
by  Colonel  Jf)si'ph  Williams,  and  took 
part  in  the  i  xpedilion  which  was  de- 
signed to  accomplish  the  invasion  of 
Canada.  Ili<  journal  gives  interesting 
details  of  the  campaign,  in  which,  for  a 
while,  he  was  sick  at  Schenectady.  He 
preached  the  Artillery  Election  Sermon, 


1767;  the  Election  Sermon,  1768;  and  a 
Sermjn  on  the  death  of  the  Kev.  E.benettr 
Giiy,  D.  D.,  1787,  all  of  which  were 
printed. 

He  was  zealous  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom,  which  he  advcxrated  with  all  his 
powers  ;  and  he  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  convention  which  formed  the  consti- 
tution of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  in 
that  which  adopted  the  constitution  of 
the  United  .States.  In  the  latter  his 
argument  on  the  question  of  a  religious 
test  attracted  attention.  His  attain- 
ments and  character  were  honored  by 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  which 
was  conferred  by  Harvard  College  in 
1790.  The  failure  of  his  sight  caused 
him  to  cease  from  his  public  duties  in 
'799;  ''u'  lie  retained  his  pastoral  rela- 
tion, the  emoluments  of  which  he  volun- 
tarily  relinquished.     He   was  visited 
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«hurch  in  the  choice  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Cleavcland  and  voted 
him  a  settlement  of  three  hundred  pounds,  old  tenor.  It  was 
further  voted  that  he  should  have  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  Bfty  pounds,  old  tenor,  yearly, 

for  a  Support  &  maintenance  so  long  as  he  shall  Continue  in  the 
•work  of  the  ministr}'  in  the  forcsd  south  precinct,  and  that  he  shall 
•have  the  Ix>ose  money  that  is  poot  in  to  the  Boox  so  long  as  he  Carries 
on  the  work  of  the  Ministry  in  this  prec*! 

Soon  after  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  old  tenor,  was 
raised  "  for  to  buy  a  Parsonage  for  the  use  of  this  precinct; 
•and  it  was  voted :  — 


n 


with  a  paralytic  shock  .ind  died  August 
30b  1802,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty-first 
■year.  Of  his  lalenta  and  character  a*  a 
■minhter  it  is  said  :  — 

"  By  the  great  strength  of  mind  and 
•cleamess  of  perception,  with  which  the 
God  of  Nature  had  distinguished  him, 
cultivated  by  study  and  improved  1^  ac- 
•curate  scholarship,  he  became  eminent  m 
his  profession  fur  public  performances, 
"Which  combined  good  sense,  sound  judg- 
ment, and  extent  of  thought,  with  perapi- 
cuity  of  style,  and  a  correct  taste. 

"A  firm  believer  in  the  Gospel,  he 
<had  talents  to  give  it  an  able  support ; 
and  the  same  clearness  of  intellect, 
liberality  of  mind,  and  patience  of 
investigation,  which  gave  )iim  a  lational 
view  of  iu  doctrines  and  principles, 
enabled  him  also  to  explain  them  with 
■clearness,  and  iiiLiilcate  them  with  suc- 
cess. Nor  wa;»  it  only  by  his  public 
labours  be  endeavoured  to  promote  the 
<ause  of  religion ;  he  gave  it  also  the 
support  o£  an  exemplary  life.  Liberal 
but  not  tooee  in  his  sentiments,  he  was 
eciually  displeased  with  that  austerity, 
which  covers  religion  with  a  perpetual 
gluom,  and  with  that  licentioosness, 
whirli  Tir:|><  licr  nf  her  f.iirrnt  orna- 
ments. Uii  rulij^iuus.  opinions  he 
formed  with  ddilieration  and  adopted 
inth  caution ;  but  w  hen  once  adopted, 
they  were  not  liKhtly  al>andoncd.  lie 
adhered  to  them  tenack»as)y,  and  main* 
laincd  them  with  firmness,  ttU  further 
Jtght,  to  which  his  mind  was  always 
■open,  produced  a  different  conviction. 
Ware,  Strmon  at  the  Interment  of  the 
Jtfv.  I^Hiei  Skute,  D.D.,  26,  27. 


JosEPit  Emerson,  eldest  son  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  and  Mary  (Moody J  Emer- 
son, was  bom  &i  Maiden.  August  25, 

1714.  .>\ftcr  his  graduation  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  chaplain  in  the  expedition  to 
Cape  Breton  in  1745;  and  the  service 
which  he  then  performed  i«i  said  tn  have 
colored  his  whole  life  and  character. 
Having  declined  the  call  to  the  South 
Precinct,  he  wxs  ordained,  Fc!)ruary  25, 
174/';,  and  became  the  first  [lastor  ot  the 
West  Parish  in  Groton,  afterwards 
Pepperell.  His  father  preached  the 
ordination  sermon  from  the  text: 
"  Thou,  therefore,  my  son,  be  strong  in 
the  grace  that  is  In  Christ  Jesus."  a 
7!iwr.,  li.  I. 

The  military  ardor  and  patriotic 
spirit  of  the  pastor  were  infused  into 
the  people  of  his  charge ;  and  the  men 
of  Pepperell  wcr.-  amang  the  first  to 
protest  against  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the 
British  government,  as  they  were  among 
the  earliest  to  take  up  arm>  to  eiifi  ti.e 
their  rights.  Mr.  Emerson  was  with  the 
army  at  Cambridge,  wiiere  lie  is  said  to 
have  made  the  first  prayer  in  the  Amori 
can  camp.  There  he  took  a  cold  and, 
returning  to  Pepperell,  he  died,  October 
-9f  I/TS  ''^'^        i^»"P"tation  of  an 

able  and  taithftil  minister,  in  wliose 
teachings  Christian  charity  and  liber- 
ality were  conspicuous,  ilis  published 
writings  Were  •  A  Sermon  to  Caft. 
Thoniiis  Ijiwrtnte  and  his  Company, 
1 7  58;  A  Thiiitls^ivim;  Sermon  for  the 
Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  1766;  An  Ex' 
trtui  from  a  Sermon  on  the  Death  tif  R€V, 
J*uph  £mer*«n,  MtUdtUt  1767, 
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That  y*  Rev**  m'  Aaron  Cleveland  shaU  have  the  use  &  improvement 
of  the  fores''  house  &  parsonage  so  longe  as  he  shall  Contineor  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry  in  this  Precinct. 

The  Rev.  Aaron  Cleaveland»  towards  whom  the  inclinations 

of  the  people  of  the 
South  Precinct  were 
now  set,  was  born  in 
Cambridge.  October  29,  171 5.  He  was  a  son  of  Captain 
Aaron  Cleaveland,  a  carpenter,  whose  troubles  .in  connection 
with  the  building  of  the  Maiden  meeting  house  have  been  re*' 
lated.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1735,  and  was 
ordained  as  pastor  over  the  church  at  Haddam,  Conn.,  July, 
1739,  where  he  continued  seven  years.  His  wife,  Susanna,  was 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Porter  of  Medford  and  a  niece  of 
Judge  Stephen  Sewall.  The  offers  of  the  Maiden  people 
proved  acceptable,  and  the  following  notice  of  his  coming  may 
be  found  in  the  precinct  records :  — 

mny  y*  23''  1747  Then  the  Rev' m'  .\.iron  Cleveland  Came  with  his 
Family  to  y  smith  Precinct  in  maiden,  «S:  undertook  the  work  of  the 
ministry  in  the  forest  precinct ;  and  y"  precinct  com"  have  agreed  that 
his  salary  shall  begin  from  that  day. 

The  precinct  raised  thirty  pounds,  old  tenor,  "to  pay  the 
Charges  of  the  Jnstalemcnt,"  which  took  place  July  15.  The 
following  extracts  in  relation  to  this  and  other  doin^*;  of  the 
church  arc  from  the  first  page  of"  A  15ook  of  C'-''  Records," 
wliici)  was  bei^nn  at  this  time.  In  the  original  they  are  in  the 
handwriting  of  Mr.  Cleaveland.* 

M'  Aaron  Cleaveland  Jnstall'  July  15  1747.  The  Rev*  m'  Mather 
began  with  Prayer,  m'  Cleaveland  preached  fiwn  i  Cor:  4:  »^  more' 
over  it  is  required  in  Stewards  y*  a  man  be  found  faithful! :  the  Rev' 
m'  vvebb  gave  the  charge  &  the  Rev' m'  Appleton  gave  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship. 

4  Th«  volume  containing  the  reeonb    it  was  given  by  <he  widow  of  the  late 

of  the  Sonth  Chtirrli  frrm  iho  instiiUa-  Rev.  .Sylvnrmi  Cn'ih,  D.  D.  By  the 
tion  of  Mr.  Cleaveland  until  the  union  courtesy  of  Miss  Maria  i'.  Wilson,  its 
with  the  First,  or  North  Church,  in  custodian,  this  volume,  wliich  is  now  in 
1793.  was  missing  m  tny  years,  having  an  cstrctnely  bad  condition,  was  placed 
Litcu  lakcn  from  Maiden  m  1S37.  It  is  in  my  hands,  and  has  btcn  of  much  ser« 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  family  vice  in  elucidating  the  history  of  the  an* 
of  the  late  George  W.  Wilson,  to  whom   fortunate  church. 
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At  ft  chh  meeting  00  Aug*  6.  the  fonowing  votes  were  Fast :  ( i ) 
y,  the  chh  will  buy  a  book  to  keep  these  Records  in.    (a)  y*  Eben' 

Brown  by  a  letter  of  Recom".  be  admitted  to  the  Spetial  coram"  of  this 

chh  (3)  y'  it  is  the  desire  of  tlic  chh  to  have  a  lecture  previous  tO  the 
holy  Sacrim'    (4)  y"  the  Saccrim'  be  achiiin'  Kvcry  Six  weeks. 

ScpU  13.  y'  chh  voted  not  to  insist  upon  Relations  being  made  upon 
the  admission  of  communicants.* 

In  March,  174^/9.  it  was  voted  "that  this  Precinct  will  allow 
y*  Rev^  nr.  Aaron  Cleveland  for  the  Necessaries  uf  Life ; 
being  Dearer  then  they  wear  when  he  sctled  in  y*  ministry 
with  us."  This  allowance  was  fixed  at  seventy  pounds,  old 
tenor.  The  new  pastor  seems  to  ha\'c  made  as  little  impression 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  ciiarch  and  precinct  as  Mr.  Stimpson. 
In  the  days  of  lon^  pastorates,  he  appears  as  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule;  and  his  brief  sojourn  at  Haddam  was  rivalled 
by  a  briefer  term  in  Maiden.  Indeed,  there  appears  to  have 
been  some  element  of  unsoundness  in  his  teachings  or  belief, 
which  shortened  his  labors,  if  it  did  not  impair  their  efficiency.* 
His  entries  in  the  church  records  cease  abruptly,  March  25, 
1750.  About  that  time,  it  may  be  supposed,  some  breach  oc- 
curred ;  but  neither  the  church  nor  the  precinct  records  throw 
any  light  upon  the  matter.  Dr.  McClurc,  perhaps  upon  the 
authoritjr  of  the  lost  diary  of  Mr.  Emerson,  says  he  was  dis- 
missed.' A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  precinct,  October 
19,  "to  Reckon  &  Settle  all  affairs  with  Rev4  vbP.  Aaron 
Cleaveland  that  Cornsams     foresaid  Precinct" 

Nothing  more  is  heard  of  Mr.  Cleaveland  in  Maiden.  Of  his 
character  as  a  preacher  nothing  is  certainly  known.  Mr.  Allen* 
who  is  not  the  best  of  authorities,  says:  "  In  early  life  he  was 
an  admirer  of  Whitefield,  and  a  zealous  as  well  as  able 


•  The  primitive  practice  of  the  New 
England  churdies  in  requiring  written 
relations  as  a  preliminary  to  full  com- 
muuion  began  to  decline  previous  to 
the  middle  ol  the  last  century,  although 
it  was  retained  in  a  few  churches  until 
after  the  Revolution.  Many  of  these 
■  rv|i,-nfnccs "  have  been  preserved 
Ue  who  reads  them  will  not  be  strong 
to  beUere  that  •incerity  pervades  them 
all«  lo  unifonn  are  they  ia  their  fonii 


and  so  general  in  their  spirit.  A'  a  loss 
will  he  be  whether  most  to  admire  the- 

faith  which  rtrcrptrd  them  all  alike  as 
genuine  heari  uttt,-! winces,  or  the  sim- 
plicity which  R.ive  to  a  few  convention.il 
expressions  the  dignity  o£  humility  and 
contrition. 

0  It  s.iid  that  he  was  dismissed 
by  the  Haddam  congregation  for  hetero> 
doxy.  MS.  Utter  of  kdmund /.  Clevtland. 

'  Bi-C€iiUnmal  B9»k  fif^  Mi/t/en,  §49. 
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preacher,"  and  "he  was  a  prodigy  of  physical  strength  and 
agility."*  From  Maiden  he  went  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
where  he  preached  awhile  until  his  presumed  natural  unsteadi* 
ness  of  mind  affected  him  and  he  became  an  Episcopalian.*  In 
1755  ^vcX  to  England,  where  he  received  holy  orders,  and 
after  some  delay  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a  mission 
•church  at  Newcastle,  in  the  extreme  western  portion  of  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  way  to  his  new  field,  he 
stopped  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Franklin  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  taken  sick,  and  died  August  11, 1757.  He  was 
buried  in  Christ  Church  in  that  city.  Franklin  wrote  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  his  death:  — 

On  Tbuisday  last,  died  here  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cleveland,  lately  appointed 
to  the  mission  at  Newcastle,  by  the  society  for  pxopagating  the  Gospel. 
As  he  was  a  gmtkman  of  htimane  and  pious  dispositkm,inde&ti|^ble 

in  his  ministry,  easy  and  affable  in  his  conversation,  open  and  sincere 
to  his  friends,  nnrl  above  every  species  of  meanness  and  dissimulation, 
his  death  is  greatly  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him,  as  a  loss  to  the 
public,  a  k>ss  to  die  Church  of  Christ  in  genend,  and  in  particular  to 
that  congregation  who  had  proposed  to  themselves  so  much  satisfoction 
from  his  late  appointment  among  them  agreeably  to  their  own  earnest 
request.** 


'  Alien,  Biograpkieal  Diitionary  i  jd 

»  Mather's  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Cleaveland  was  the  first  pastor,  wor- 
shipped in  a  house  which  was  built  at 
the  charge  of  Governor  £dward  Com- 
wallis.  ft  is  now  the  home  of  a  Presby- 
terian congrcgatio;',  aiul  its  name  has 
been  changed  to  St.  Matthew's.  Here 
Mr.  CleavHand  founded  a  church  li- 
brary, which  is  still  in  cxi^tt  iue,  many 
of  its  volumes  bearing  the  autograph  of 
the  founder.  Harper's  New  Monthly, 
Ixxi.  4S4 ;  A'.  E.  /list,  and  Geuenl. 
Regtster,  xX\\:  76.  The  latter  article  is 
unduly  eulogistic 

Slmik-  dissatisfaction  or  uneasiness 
existed  as  early  as  October  5,  1751,  at 
which  time  Benjamin  Oreen»  writing 
from  Halifax  to  Josiah  Willard  at  Bos- 
ton, says :  — 

"The  Religious  Came  of  the  Dissen- 
ten  and  their  Independenqr.  ia  what  I 


am  ven,-  hearty,  and  warm  in,  and 
hitlicrto  We  have  been  much  favoard. 
The  Difficulty  at  present  is,  the  unhappy 
backwardness  of  many,  to  Support  M' 
Cleaveland  honourably,  who  were  for- 
ward in  calling  him  to  the  Work  of  the 
Ministry  among  them."  Mass.  Archh<fs. 
liv.  61. 

1^  Pemtuyhama  GauUe^  August  18, 
1757.  While  in  England  Mr.  Cleave- 
land was  led  l>y  Ills  researches  to  change 
the  spelling  of  his  name  to  Cleveland, 
which  form  is  in  general  me  among  his 
descendants.  The  birtfi>  f  f  none  of  his 
children  appear  in  the  Maiden  town 
records;  but  the  baptisms  of  Gentge, 
July  19,  1747,  Margaret,  June  26,  174S. 
and  Lucy,  August  20,  17491  were 
fceorded  by  tbeir  father  in  ^  records 

of  the  South  Cht.irrh.    He  hnd  ten  thil 
dren,  and  many  of  his  descendants  have 
been  remarkable  for  ability  in  the  Tan* 
oua  walks  of  life. 
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After  the  departure  of  Mr.  Cleaveland  the  sacrament  appears 
to  have  been  abandoned,  its  last  observance  having  taken  place 
March  18,  1750;  nor  was  its  celebration  renewed  until  January 
31 »  1753*  under  the  ministration  of  Mr.  Willis.  The  pulpit  ser* 
vice  again  became  irregular,  being  imperfectly  supplied  by 
committees  chosen  from  time  to  time,  until  the  fall  of  175 1, 
when  the  following  entry  was  made  upon  the  church  record:  ^ 

Att  a  church  meeting  in  the  south  meetiDg  hous  in  the  south  parish 
in  maiden  on  the  third  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  one  the  church  being  timely  notified  and  voted  mi  Eliakim  willis 
to  be  the  churches  paster  in  said  parish 

Thomas  BuRorr  )  j,, . 
Ebenezer  Prati  } 

Thirteen  days  later  the  precinct  concurred  "  with  the 
Churches  Cois  of  m'  Eliakim  Willis  to  be  the  Prec*^'  minister," 
and  \-oted  him  a  salary  of  fifty-three  pounds,  six  shillings,  and 
eightpence,  lawful  money,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  ounces  of 
silver. 


His  eldest  ion,  Stephen,  went  to  aeft 
at  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  and  two 
years  later  was  pressed  into  the  British 
navy,  in  which  he  served  seven  years. 
In  1776,  being  commissiuned  by  Con* 
gress.  he  made  a  voyage  to  France,  and 
returned  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  mili- 
tary supplies.  He  died  at  Salem  in 
1801.  Hto  son.  Richard  Jaffrey  Cleve- 
land  of  Sali-m.  .mil  iMandson,  HLnrv 
Russell  Cleveland  of  boston,  were 
authors  <rf  some  merit  The  latter,  who 
died  in  iS.j^  at  the  early  age  itf  iliiity- 
four  years,  produced  "  many  pieces  of 
much  excellence,  both  of  style  and 
thought." 

Aaron,  the  second  son  of  the  Rev. 
Aaron  Cleaveland,  being  but  thirteen 
years  old  when  h:>  fithcr  died,  received 
but  a  slight  education,  a  dii>advanLage 
which  he  nearly  overcame  by  his  natural 
abilitie<4.  He  was  for  many  vcnr';  a 
halter  in  Connecticut,  and  was  au  active 
member  of  the  legislature  of  that  state. 
Embracing  the  doctrines  of  the  Uni- 
versalists,  he  became  a  prominent  local 
leader  in  that  denomination;  but  he 
afterwards  became  an  ardent  Calvinist, 


and  resolved  to  enter  the  ministry.  He 
preached  in  Vermont  and  Connecticut 
with  ability,  but  was  never  settled.  As 
a  poet  he  gained  some  reputation,  and 
the  merit  of  his  works  obtained  him  a 
place  in  The  PmU  ef  Cmnettkut,  where 
may  be  found  his  memoir,  written  by 
his  grandson,  the  R<ght  Rev.  Arthur 
Cleveland  Coze,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  Western  New  York.  He  died  at 
New  Haven,  September  21,  1815.  ae.  71. 
He  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Presi* 
dent  (trover  Clevel.ind. 

Among  other  descendants  of  Mr. 
Clcaveland,  living  and  dead,  may  be 

noticed  the  R-  v.  Stf  jiV.cn  fFi^pinsOTi 
Tyng,  D.  D. ;  Hun.  SV  illiam  Karl  Dodge 
of  New  York;  the  Rev.  Charles  Cleve- 
land, the  venerable  "  Fatlie;  CI.  veland" 
of  Boston;  Professor  (  h.iiks  Dexter 
Cleveland,  a  wcll-kn  vvn  .luthor  and 
scholar :  and  Colonel  Thomas  Went* 
worth  Higginson  of  Cambridge. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Cleaveland, 
his  widow  opened  a  shop  in  Salem, 
where  she  died  at  the  house  of  her 
(i  ni  lit  T,  Mf*.  Margaret  HlUer,  March 
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a  year  and  Euery  year  so  Long  as  he  Contineues  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry  a  raong  us  with  the  Jmprouement  of  the  F'arsonag  hous  and 
land  with  luse  money  that  is  put  into  the  boox  solong  as  he  Contineues 
&  Caries  on  the  work  of  the  ministry  a  mong  us  in  this  Free? 

A  yearly  supply  of  eighteen  cords  of  wood  was  soon  after 
added  as  a  farther  inducenient  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Willis, 
*' if  he  Sctcls  with  us  fic  tacks  the  work  of  the  ministry  upon 
him;  "  "  and  it  was  voted  "to  buld  a  Backsid  Icnter  the  length 
of  the  Pasncg  hous  with  a  Chimney  in  the  same,"  and  to 
"  put  the  out  sid  fenc  of  the  Pasneg  land  in  good  repair."  Mr. 
Willis  did  not  accept  the  call  until  January  25,  175/4,  when  lie 
wrote  a  long  letter  "  To  the  2"^^  C'?''  of  Christ  in  maiden  & 
y*  Society  usually  meeting  with  them,"  which  is  preserved  in 
the  records  of  the  church,  in  which  he  hailed  the  voice  of  God 
in  that  of  the  people,  and  saw  the  direction  of  Heaven  in  the 
invitation  which  he  had  received. 

It  appears  that,  after  the  call  had  been  extended  and  accepted, 
some  dissatisfaction  existed  in  the  precinct,  and  that  "  great 
pains"  were  taken  to  bring  about  a  reunion  with  the  old  parish, 
which  had  "  Unanomusly  \'oted  that  the  north  meeting  house 
mite  be  pulled  down  and  Set  up  at  the  old  spot."  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  precinct  held  June  i,  1752 :  — 

it  was  Put  to  Vote  to  see  if  the  south  Parish  will  Vote  to  met  at  the 
old  Place  when  the  north  meting  hous  is  Puled  Down  and  set  up  in 
the  old  Place  whair  the  old  meting  hous  formerly  stood  if  Particular 
Persons  Do  Subscribe  money  Enough  to  Fay  list  Puling  down  said  hous 
and  mouing  and  Seting  up  said  hous  in  the  old  Place  whare  the  old 
meting  hous  formerly  stood  and  their  to  Carry  on  the  Publick  worship 
of  god  for  the  futer  nnd  to  Prefer  a  petision  to  great  and  general  Court 
humbly  Praying  that  they  may  be  younighted  in  to  one  parish  a  gain  if 

11  The  supply  was  at  first  fixed  at  ply*d  with,  by  a  publick  declaradon* 

twelve  cords,  "  w''  J  presume  none  of  at  our  first  Parish  mr  ctiri!::.  after  his 

you  Jmaginc  to  be  suflSdtnt  for  my  Ordinatiun,  ut  his  rccecding  therefrom.** 

Families  uae,"  wrote  Mr.  Willie.    South  Mitss.  Archives,  xiv. 

Church  Records.    Tin-  addition  of  six  See  Ft  tition  of  Samuel  and  E/ra 

cords  almost  produced  a  brcich  at  the  Green  in  C)\cu  I  ,iinily  Pit  per  s ;  also 

ordination.     But  lienjamin  Hills  said  FirH  Parish   Records,   April  9,  175a. 

"that  be  would  be  entirely  easy,  if  the  James  and  Joseph  Barrett  and  Samuel 

Rev^  m'  Wilib  would  recede  from  his  Grover  "  Entered  their  Desentes  against 

request  of  six  Cord  .  .  .  which  request  the  Pterseding  of  said  Meeting.** 
of  s<' m'  Hills,  our  Rev^  Pastor  com- 
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nonex  Enough  is  Subscribed  in  one  month  from  the  Dait  heir  of  and 
this  aboae  Saide  artical  Past  in  the  negetive. 

Finally  the  now  pastor  was  ordained,  and  the  following  record 
of  the  event  was  placed  upon  the  church  book  by  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Willis  himself:  — 

Oct:  25*  1752  Ns.  Eliakim  Willis  Ordain'd 

The  Rev^  m'  Shaw  began  with  Prayer,  y*  Rev '  m'  Perkins  preach'd 
from  I  Corin:  11,  i  be  y*'  followers  of  mc  as  J  also  am  of  Christ  — 
y*  Rev**  m'  Turill  gave  y"  Charge  &  y  Rev^  na'  Mather  gave  y'  Right- 
hand  of  Fellowship  &  y*  Rev' m*  Eliot  concluded  with  Prayer. 

Several  members  of  the  precinct  appeared  before  the  ordain- 
ing council  and  protested  aijainst  the  settlement  of  a  pa^itor, 
*' on  account  of  their  Jn.ibility  to  support  him  and  the  Prospect 
of  the  two  Parishes  being  united,"  urging  the  action  of  the 
North  Parish  in  making  the  proposition  which  had  just  been  re- 
jected by  the  precinct  It  was  afterwards  claimed  that  Mr. 
Willis  was  informed  of  the  situation,  not  only  by  this  protest, 
but  "  also  by  a  Letter  signed  by  fifteen  Persons  signifying  their 
Disapprobation  of  his  settling  with  them;  many  of  whose 
Estates  were  as  large  as  any  in  the  Parish,  and  likewise  by  other 
Ways."*'  He  was  blamed  as  one  who  had  been  '* hasty  in 
settling.  &  as  the  faul^  cause  of  the  two  Parish's  not  uniting;  " 
although  his  ordination  had  been  deferred  "  above  a  Year  after 
the  Churches  Call  of  him/'^*  In  justice  to  Mr.  Willis,  it  must 
be  said  that  there  are  reasons  for  believing  that  he  was  ready  to 
withdraw  his  acceptance  of  the  call  tf  there  were  any  certain 
prospects  of  a  union  of  the  parishes. 

Soon  after  the  ordination,  the  church  adopted  a  Confession  of 
Faith,  which  is  interesting  as  being  the  earliest  existing  cove- 
nant  of  a  Matden  church. 

[1752]  Decern'^  28"*  at  a  O?*  meeting  voted  (after  pray')  y'  follow- 
ing Confession  of  Faith  or  C^''  Covenant  to  be  propounded  to  y  Candi- 
dates for  admission  into  y* 

Yott  do  beljeve  y*  Existance  of  y*  one  ^preme  Being,  who  is  possest 
of  all  possible  Perfections  &  Glory ;  &  f.  this  Being  is  tlistinpuisli'd 
iato,  &  subsists  in  5  glorious  &  undivided  Persons  viz  y*  Irath.'  S.  dc 


»  SiMt.  Arekhti,  xiv.  34. 
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H.  G.  &  f.  in  yf  fulness  of  time,  God  sent  tonh  his  Son  J,  X  to  take 
upon  him  the  nature  of  man,  f.  consisting  of,  &  subsisting  in  %  nat?  ft 
one  Person  f  he  might  be  a  fit  mediator  between  God  &  man :  &  you 

do  now  in  an  Everlasting  Covenant,  give  up  your  self  to  y'  God  in  J,  X  : 
you  do  humbly  &  penitently  ask  of  God,  forgiveness  thro'  y'  blood  of 
X,  for  your  original  sins,  :is  also,  for  all  your  actual  tnmsgressions ;  & 
with  all  your  Heart  you  do  accept  of  J.  X  for  your  Redeemer  &  only 
Sav^,  as  he  is  ofTerd  to  poor  Sin?  in  y'  gospel ;  &  y'  H.  G  for  your 
Sanctifier ;  &  you  do  Solemnly  Promise  before  God,  y*  holy  angels,  & 
in  y*  presence  of  y'  assembly,  y'  being  assisted  by  y'  H.  G.  you  will  for- 
sake y'  vanities  of  y?  evil  world,  &:  approve  yourself  a  tnie  disciple  of 
J.  X  in  all  good  carriage  lx>th  towards  God  &  man.  you  do  believe 
y*  there  are  2  Sacriments,  Baptism  &  y*  L*^  Supper;  y1  i'!  a  Sacrament 
of  Jnnissation,  &  seals  our  admission  into  yf  visible  of  X,  &  is  to 
be  administer'd  to  those  &  only  those  together  with  their  seed,  /  are 
tau^t  &  discipled  to  X,  &  submit  to  yf  orders  of  y^  Gospel :  &  y?  other 
a  Sacra!  of  growth,  &  y!  is  to  be  administ"*  to  such  as  have  been  before 
Baptizd,  of  understanding  to  dis(  ern  y*"  L"*'  Body,  of  blamele?;^  lives 
conversations,  A:  actonipanied  with  a  manifest  desire  &  hungring 
alter  X  —  you  believe  f.  we  are  bound  to  hold  communion  of  C'!",  & 
acknowledge  as  to  be  a  true  c'^  of  X ;  &  Promise  so  long  as  God  shall 
continue  your  abode  with  us»  that  you  will  walk  in  Communion  with 
y'  C''.*'  of  X  in  this  place,  subjecting  your  self  to  y  oiseipline  of  X 
in  it ;  &  Proniise  by  his  grace  to  live  devoted  to  him  all  your  days  in 
a  faithful  obedience  to  all  his  commandments.'' 

Eliakim  Willis,  who  was  now  settled  as  the  third  pastor  of  the 
church  and  congregation  of  the  South  Precinct,  was  n  native  of 
^  J         ^  that  part  of  the  town 

^^f/OCU^  £/^^  ^^J^^^^*        of  Dartmouth  which  af- 

f-'Z^SJy    *    terwards  became  New 

  Bedford,  where  he  was 

born  January  9,  171  >4-  He  was  a  classmate  of  his  predecessor 
in  the  pastorate,  Mr.  Cleaveland,  being  graduated  at  Marxard 
College  in  1735.  What  his  occupation  had  been  during  the 
seventeen  years  which  passed  between  his  graduation  and  ordi- 
nation is  unknown.  If  ill  fortune  attended  it.  it  is  safe  to  say- 
that  his  situation  could  not  have  been  more  uncomfortable  than 

M  Thte  Confession  of  Faith  was  wilh  the  doctrine  of  original  sin  1«» 

carried  to  the  North  Church  by  Mr.  plainly  affirmt-l,  it  was  printed  by  the 

"Willis,  when  the  parishes  became  re-  latter  church  \\\  1823. 
united.  More  concise  in  its  terms  and 
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that  which  he  now  assumed.  Misfortunes  and  crosses  were  now 
the  rule  of  his  Ufe,  and  strong  must  have  been  tlic  spiritual  na- 
ture of  that  man  who  did  not  grow  weak  in  the  presence  of  the 
discouragements  which  surrounded  him  on  ever)  liand. 

Whatever  of  influence  the  cliaractcr  and  piety  of  Mr.  Willis 
may  have  had  in  later  years,  they  were  of  \Aii^  avail  in  the  face 
of  the  mnnifest  uneasiness  and  decline  which  now  pervaded  the 
chu;  li  and  precinct.  Scarcely  had  he  been  ordained  before 
the  auLive  .Stephen  Paine  again  mox'cd  for  a  scpar.ition  with  the 
aid  of  llie  old  parish,  which  took  the  following  action:  — 

At  a  I'liblick  Meeting  of  ttu-  lirsi  Parish  in  Maiden  on  the  fourth 
Day  of  December  1 752  Voted  James  Green  MoUrator  of  Said  Meeting  : 
V0ied  the  Fftrisb  will  Perfar  a  petitfoa  to  the  giat  and  General  Cort. 
To  have  M'  Stephen  Pain :  Set  of  with  his  Estate  To  the  North  Ftoish 
in  Maiden  for  Ever:  VoUd  lohn  Shutt  lohn  Dexter  and  Timothy 
Sprgue  to  be  a  Com"  to  act  in  that  afare :  a  True  Copy  Estest 

'E\>-\\\n  Parish  Clark}* 

If  a  petition  to  this  effect  was  then  presented  to  the  Court,  it 
was  unsuccessful ;  but  it  was  renewed  in  1754.  The  petitioner 
declared  that,  notwithstanding  his  protest,  he  had  been 

set  off  to  the  new  Precinct,  iho*  he  never  associated  himself  with 
them,  nor  ever  sinre  has  received  any  advantage  thereby,  but  has  con- 
stantly attcndi'<l  the  old  meeting  ;  and  thu'  lie  h.is  been  obliged  to  ji.iy 
his  i'ropuriiuu  of  the  Charge  of  the  new  Precinct  ever  buice  has  not 
leceived  any  Priviledge." 

Meanwhile  a  more  formidable  danger  presented  itself  in  the 
petition  of  three  influential  men  of  the  precinct,  Samuel  Green, 
Ezra  Green,  and  Benjamin  Hills.  Captain  Samuel  Green  had 
consented  to  the  divbion  of  the  town,  had  been  liberal  in  sub- 
scribing towards  the  building  of  the  south  meeting  house,  and 
h»l  been  helpful  to  the  new  parish  "  in  the  Relation  of  a  Parish 
Com'? "  ^  With  his  son,  Esra,  he  had  borne  a  "  Proposinal 
part  of  the  Parish  charges  not  only  in  Suporting  the  Gospel 
but  in  Bying  the  personage  Lands."   Although  he  had  said  in 

^^Ma*t.Arekh>ts,vxiA.6r}0.  The  same       "  Ibid.,  cxvi.  66S. 
committee  was  authorized  to  aid  a  Mfnilar       !■  Ibid,  xiii.  476.   The  committee  of 

petition  of  Captain  Samuel  Green,  Kzra  the  precinct  acknowledged  that  he'*did 

Grcen.Benjamia  Hi)l8,aiul Thomas  Hilis.  not  a  little  promote  j*  came" 
fint  Farisk  Rtetrit,  December  4, 1752. 
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1737,  "  that  it  would  (in  his  Opinion)  Conduce  to  the  glory  of 
God,  %L  y*  Peace  &  Hapiness  of  the  Town,  to  divide  the  same," 
he  now  said,  "  If  it  be  asked  why  Sam"  Green  was  not  Reserved 
to  the  North  Parrish  answer  that  the  Difficultyes  of  the  Town 
was  so  Great  that  J  was  Tired  of  the  Contentions  among  us." 
The  third  petitioner,  Benjamin  HillSp  whose  house  and  1  uuk 
were  on  the  eastern  portion  of  the  present  Cross  Street,  iiad 
also  been  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  precinct.  Mc 
had  opposed  and  answered  a  petition  similar  to  that  which  he 
now  preferred,  and  had  alone  advanced  "  (not  long  since)  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  ('till  it  might  be  Collected)  toward 
the  purchase  of  a  Personage  towards  the  Support  of  the  Gospel 
in  y'  South  Parish."  These  services  the  precinct  gratefully 
acknowledged  in  its  reply  to  his  petition.  He  set  forth  that 
the  way  to  the  south  meeting  house  was  long  and  inconvenient 
and  that  he  lived  to  the  northward  of  fourteen  families  that 
belonged  to  the  old  parish,  which  was  denied.'^  Elder  Thomas 
Burditt,  I'hincas  Sargcant,  and  Richard  Dexter  made  answer 
for  the  precinct.  A  glimpse  of  the  condition  of  affairs  may  be 
obtained  in  the  following  extract  from  their  reply :  — 

We  farther  beg  leave  to  iniorm  your  Excellency  &:  Hon**,  that  the 

north  Tarish  is  better  Capacitated  to  Support  their  minister,  than  the 
South,  as  having  near  One  Hundred  &  Twenty  Poles,  &  the  South  but 
about  Ilighty  ;  that  if  the  Prayer  of  your  Petitioners  should  be 
granted,  others  would  be  Kncourag'U  to  Petition  after  them,  being  un- 
doubtedly desirous  of  being  on  the  strongest  ade,  &  only  wait  to  see 
what  the  Jssue  of  the  Petition  before  your  Excellency  &  Hon"  may 
be» 

The  answer  of  the  precinct  was  of  effect  so  far  as  to  defeat 
the  immediate  purpose  of  the  petitioners,  which  failed  by  the 
nonconcurrence  of  tiie  House  in  a  vote  to  refer  the  matter  to 
a  committee.  The  petition,  however,  was  revived  in  a  few 
months;  and  after  die  usual  reference  and  a  favorable  report. 

Petition  of  R.imuel  and  Ezra  Green  of  with  the  South  Si(!c  but  by  long  Ex 
in  Greta  Family  Paftrs  ;  Mass.  Arthives,  perence  have  found  it  to  be  very  predi- 
xlIL  473. 476.  Green  said, "  J  told  tliem   dital  to  my  Self  and  Family.'* 

J  should  not  be  willing  to  have  my        *  AISr/A  ^fV^KT,  jdii.  4761. 
Estate  Dcvided  and  So  J  was  laid 
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the  Council  ordered,  October  30,  1754,  "that  the  Petitioners 
mentioned  in  the  Petition  with  their  Estates  be  set  off  to  the 
north  Parish  in  Maiden  to  do  Duty  &  receive  Privilege  ac- 
cordingly."^ The  House  concurred  in  this  action  the  next 
day. 

The  disintegration  which  the  committee  of  the  precinct  had 
feared  now  seemed  to  he  begun.  The  next  year  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Paine  was  finally  successful;  and  he,  with  his  estate 
almost  in  the  heart  of  the  precinct,  was  *'  Set  of  from  the  South 
Parish  and  Annexed  to  the  North  Parish  in  Maiden  there  to 
Enjoy  Priviledge  and  to  doe  Duty  for  the  Future."^  The 
lands  now  diverted  to  the  old  parish  had  formed  nearly  a  nliiih 
part  of  the  South  Precinct  and  the  resources  of  that  ministry 
were  reduced  in  a  corresponding  degree.  Moreover,  between 
four  hundred  ami  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  belonm-d 
to  inhabitants  of  the  other  parish,  lay  in  the  precinct  and  were 
exempt  from  its  ministerial  and  other  rates,^ 

The  south  side  men  now  claimed  that  the  estates  which,  lying 
within  the  bounds  of  the  precinct,  had  been  continued  to  the 
other  parish  in  the  division  of  1 737,  were  exempted  only  dur- 
ing the  lives  of  their  owners  then  in  possession.  One  of  those 
owners,  Lieutenant  Samuel  Bucknam,  having  died  in  175 1,  the 
precinct  proceeded  to  tax  his  son,  Benjamin  Bucknam,  in  ac- 
cordance  widi  that  claim.  In  consequence  of  this  act,  five  of 
the  parties  most  interested,  John  Shute,  Obadiah  Jenkins, 
James  Green,  Isaac  Wheeler,  and  Benjamin  Bucknam,  peti- 
tioned the  Genera]  Court  in  1756,"  that  they  and  their  Families, 
their  Heirs  &  their  Families  &  Estates,  might  be  continued  to 
the  first  Parish  to  do  duty*  and  recieve  Privilidges  for  the 
future."**  The  precinct,  by  its  committee,  repeated  the  old 
story  of  the  division  and  its  alleged  causes,  and  again  warned 
the  Court,  saying:  — 

In  one  word  if  your  Excellency  6:  Hon"  should  grant  y^  Prayer  of 
yoar  Petitioneis  othets  will  be  encourag'd  to  petition  after  them,  con- 
eluding  that  our  Dissolution  is  determined,  8t  being  also  desirous  of 


31  Afojj.  Archives,  xiii.  4B0. 
*  April,  175$,  ibiid^69i. 


«  Ibid.,  693. 
»  Ibid.,  (86. 
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being  on  the  strongest  side,  &:  only  wait  to  see  what  the  fate  of  the 
Petition  before  you  may  be,  as  did  your  remioners  y*  Petitions  of  those 
that  were  Exempted  the  other  day.  —  we  rely  upon  your  tenderness  & 
Compa9sbn»  &  piay  that  the  Petition  may  be  Dismist  as  unreasonable.* 

The  petition,  however,  was  granted  to  the  extent  that 
Benjamin  Bucknam  and  his  estate  were  continued  to  the  North 
Parish*  a  settlement  which  was  substantially  a  victory  for  the 
petitioners,  as  it  would  have  formed  a  valid  precedent  had  the 
South  Precinct  taxed  the  estate  of  John  Shute  or  any  other  of 
the  exempted  parties  at  their  decease. 

The  next  spring  a  further  movement  towards  the  breaking 
up  of  the  precinct  was  begun,  in  aid  of  w  hich  the  Norlii  I'arisb 
took  the  action  indicated  in  the  following  vote :  — 

At  a  Publick  meateing  of  the  first  parish  JLn  Maiden  y*  15  day  of 
March  1757 
Was  then  Chosen 


M!  John  Beachom  IChcnezer  Barrit  and  others  of  the  South  Parrish  in 
Maiden  that  shall  prefer  aney  petitions  to  the  Great  and  General  Court 
referring  to  theire  being  set-otf  to  the  North  parrish. 
taken  of  the  paniA  Rekixd 


Before  any  further  action  was  taken  towards  a  division,  the 
following  petition  was  presented  to  the  South  Church;  and, 
reading  between  the  lines,  the  careful  observer  may  see  that 
the  temporal  condition  of  the  precinct  was  fellowed  by  the 
spiritual  state  of  the  church :  — 

maiden  may  ij'?  X757 

Ta  f  rf  Christ  m  MaUen,  Gfteting   Brethren,  we  y  sub- 

scribeis  desire  yt  you  would  grant  us  a  regular  Dismission  from  this 
Cf  (to  w*  we  now  belong)  to  y*  i"  c"*  of  christ  in  this  Town,  for  these 

reasons,  t"  bccanse  there  has  been  some  uneasiness  in  this  c'^''  upon 
y"  account  of  oiu:  attending  y'  north  meeting,  w^.  we  hope  we  made 
conscience  of 

a")^-  because  we  hope  &  believe  it  will  be  more  for  y  glory  of  God  & 
our  Edification  to  attend  there,  then  here ;  &  we  think  we  ought  to 

*  iAwf.  ArdUvett  liii.  692.  »  Ibid.,  696.  *  Ibid.,  xiv.  37. 


Capt  Dexter 

m'  Timothy  Sprague 

&  Cap^  Hamdon 


a  commT 

to  Joyne  With 


Isaac  Hux,  Arrisk  ciarik' 
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attend  preaching  of  y'  word,  where  we  think  wc  can  profit  y* 
best,  if  wc  caa  do  it  with  conveniency,  this  is  our  desire 

Rich".''  Dexter 


dmre  Ais  may  be  de- 
liiYrii  to  y  £^  y  next 
Sabbath  — ^ 

There  are  indications  that  a  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Willis 
was  not  absent  in  the  church  and  congregation.  When  the 
petitioners  were  asked,  by  Past%  whether  yy  had  any  thing 
to  object  ag*  eith'  his  conversation)  or  DoctV  Benjamin 
Sprague  and  Nathan  Dexter  "  answrd,  yy  had  nothing  more  to 
say  than  what  was  written ;  "  although  others  said  they  objected 
to  nothing.   Mr.  Willis 

then  observed  to  tbera,  y;  their  request  had  a  manifest  tendenqr  to 
dissolve  y*  C%  ;  &  it  was  hinted,  y*  it  could  not  appear  in  any  other 
light  to  them — ^  iipon  irt  they  s*!,  y?  y*  dissolution  of  y*  c''.*',  was  not 
what  yy  desird,  l>ut  were  willing  it  should  continue,  if  y*  brethren  tho't 
they  could  support  y*  preached  Gospel  among  them. 

They  refused  a  council  for  the  purpose  of  settling  another, 
"  whose  labours  might  be  to  their  edification  &  comfort  here, 
&  felicity  hereafter,"  two  of  them  saying  "y?  if  )f«  C*  continued, 
or  if  they  must  have  a  Minister,  they  were  contented  with  their 
present  Pasti " 

The  request  of  the  petitioners  was  viewed  by  the  church  as 
"of  great  importance .  &  threatning  aspect;"  and  its  considera- 
tion was  postponed  until  September  2,  when  aft'  pi  for  direc^ 
tion,  y«  C**!?  looking  upon  y«  request  of  y*  brethren  petitioners  as 
unreasonable  &  a  striking  at  her  very  being  voUdz,  noncompli* 
ance  therewith."  ^  The  petitioners,  doubtless,  continued  to 
worship  in  the  other  parish;  nor  does  the  refusal  to  dismiss 


Nath"  Dexter 
Jn^  Paw 


Sam'-?-  Baldwin 
Benj*  Spracub 


TABtrMA  DSXTBR 

ABIGAIL  Pain 
Elizabeth  Baldwin 
Fhebe  Sprague 


*  Satah  Clttirtk  Xtetnb,  im  /«m 


"  Ibid 
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them  appear  to  have  strengthened  the  church  or  conduced  to 
the  edification  and  comfort  of  its  members.  He  who  for  a 
period  of  thirty-six  years,  from  the  fall  of  1756  to  the  union  of 
the  parishes  in  1792,  observes  but  two  white  men,  fifteen  women, 
and  two  colored  slaves,  admitted  to  full  communion,  will  place 
a  low  estimate  upon  the  strength  of  the  unfortunate  South 
Church  and  the  spiritual  interest  which  pervaded  it. 

The  petition  which  was  foreshadowed  by  the  action  of  the 
First  Parish  was  presented  to  the  General  Court  in  the  following 
November.  It  purportc-l  to  be  "The  Petition  of  a  number  of 
the  Jnhabitants  of  the  South  Parish  in  Maiden,"  and  was  signed 
by  the  following  individuals: 


John  Bcacham, 
Richard  Dexter, 
Nathan  Dexter, 
Nathaniel  Payne, 
John  Burditt, 
Tlionias  W'aite, 


Ebem  Barrett, 
Benjamin  Sprague» 
Richard  Shute, 
Jacob  Parker, 
David  Parker, 
Samuel  Sarj^eant. 


This  threatened  defection  was  far  from  beinn;  confined  to 
a  limited  neighborhood ;  for  while  the  Dexters  and  Parkers 
were  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  precinct,  John  Beacham, 
who  had  recently  come  into  Maiden  from  Cliarlcstown,  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Sweetscr's,  or  Jk-acham's  Point,  at  its  most  remote 
southern  extremity.^   John  Burditt  and  Thomas  Waite  lived  in 

*>  Joseph  Wilson,  boatman,  by  sev-  daughters.   He  diefl  June  17, 1773,  aged 

era)  ptuchaMs  from  1739(0  174a, became  seventy-seveii  years;  and  his  son  John, 

possessed  of  much  of  the  Sweetser  land  his  only  sarviving  child  and  the  last 

at  Sweetser's  or  Wormwood  Point,  a  male  nf  t}>e  name,  luing  insaiR,  dic-i 

portion  of  which  be  sold  to  Thomas  April  16,  1812,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 

Flucker  of  Boston  in  t7Sa   Wilson  and  His  name  became  attached  to  his  pui>- 

I  luck.  r,  in   1753,  sold  sixty-three  and  chase  .1.-.  Sweetscr's  had  befort,  and  was 

one-half  acres,  with  houses  and  other  in  turn  dbplaced  by  that  of  Van  Voorhis 

Imildings  there,  and  other  lands  to  John  opon  a  later  diange  of  ownersMp.  A 

IJcacham,  th.  n  styled  "  sh<  ipk-j.jper  of  prandsoii  of  the  last    fohn  Pcncham. 

Boston."    Hcacham  became  prominent,  John  Gardner,  iKcaiuc  ilie  fuundcr  of 

especially  in  his  opposition  to  the  South  the  Maiden  Public  Library  by  a  bequest 

Precinct     I Tis  family  name  !s  supposed  of  five  thousand   dollars,  which  was 

to  have  been  licaucbamp;  and  he  is  received  by  the  town  in  1S77.    On  this 

said  to  have  been  the  only  son  of  found.ition  (he  unselfish  public  spirit 

parents  in  good  posi'ion  in   Etighuid.  and  Idx  rality  of  Klisha  S.  and  Maiy  1>. 

He  ran  away  from  home  and  caiiic  £i>  Converse  have  built  an  institution  which 

Boitoa»  where  he  marrlM  Sarah  Pike  in  is  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  inhmbitaftts 

1719^  and  had  three  sons  and  three  of  Maiden. 
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the  vicinity  of  the  Chelsea  line.  The  petition  set  forth:  — 
"That  when  the  Predecessors  of  several  of  the  Petitioners  were 
set  off  to  the  South  Parish  as  a  distinct  Parish,  altho'  it  'was 
burthensonic  to  the  Parish  to  maintain  a  Minister,  and  other 
necessary  Charges,  yet  they  imagin'd  they  might  in  Time  be 
more  capable  of  sustaining  it;"  but  the  continuance  of  the 
exempted  estates  to  the  North  Parish  and  the  separation  of  the 
Greens  and  Benjamin  Hills,  with  their  large  estates,  had  pre- 
vented the  realization  of  their  hopes.  They  informed  the  Court 
that  **  by  breaking  off  from  the  north  Parish  it  is  appreliended 
that  they  have  forfeited  their  Right  to  ministerial  Land  belong- 
ing to  the  north  I'arish ;  and  have  been  deprived  of  their  Pro- 
portion to  some  of  said  Land  which  has  been  sold  for  Eight 
hundred  Pounds;  so  that  from  low  Circumstances  they  are 
reduced  lower."  They  represented  their  opposition  to  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Willis,  for  prudential  reasons,  and  the  offer 
of  the  old  parish  to  remove  the  meeting  house  to  Bell  Kock. 
In  conclusion  they  said :  — 

Your  Petitioners  are  greatly  impoverished  by  supporting  a  Minister 
among  them,  and  by  contending  with  the  north  Parish,  and  are  in 
danger  of  having  u  greater  Charge  brought  on  them  by  a  Law  m\\.  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  on  with  the  North  Parish  rebting  to  Uie  Ministerial 
Laads  lately  sold.  Upoa  all  these  Consideiations  your  Petitioners  ate 
humbly  of  Opinion  that  they  .ire  in  the  \\'ay  of  dieir  Duty  to  eodeavour 
to  be  united  to  the  north  Parish;  hoping  thev  may  have  greater  Ben- 
efit under  the  W  ord  and  Ordinances  there,  as  well  as  be  eas'd  of  their 
outward  Hurthen :  and  they  would  inform  your  Excellency  and  Hon- 
ours that  the  NorUi  Parish  join  with  them  in  their  Petition.*^ 

The  committee  of  the  South  Parish  replied  that  they  still 
expected  "  the  benefit  of  those  Estates  which  were  reserv'd  to 
the  North  or  first  Parish  during  Life  only,"  and  that  they  hoped 
to  obtain  their  proportion  of  the  ministerial  lands,  "tho'sold 
without  leave  or  licence  obtain'd  "  by  the  North  Parish.  They 
denied  that  any  had  expressed  an  opposition  to  the  settlement 
of  Mr.  Willis;  but  they  acknowledged:  — 

That  since  the  General  Court  hitli  seen  cause  to  diminish  our  small 
parish,  it  is  indeed  much  more  difikult  for  us  to  answer  the  obligations 

•1  Mass.  Archives,  xiv. 
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ve  are  tmder  to  oar  minista;  far  vfaooi  we  hsre  a  tender  aSiectioa,  & 
for  his  cxmtmn.incf  widi  sre  Texy  desinms ;  and  tfaerdbrt  are  will- 
ing to  do  e-ven  beyood  oar  abilitr,  'tUl  we  hare  the  beocQt  of  the 
Lands  bcfcrc  rocnuon  d,  which  will  render  the  sopport  oc  the  Gospel 
among  ta  Ught  &  easy. 

They  avowed  themselves  ignorant  of  any  contentions  with  the 
North  Parish  by  which  "  they  are  greatly  Jmpoverished,"  and 
declared :  — 

As  for  [our]  selves,  we  hare  had  none,  nor  do  we  propose  to  con- 
tend with  them,  but  for  oar  right  to  the  Land,  first  given  to  the  Town, 
&  then  one  half  to  the  south  Parish,  when  the  Town  was  divided  into 
two  Parishes  by  the  General  Court ;  which  is  injurioosly  withheld  from 
us,  by  our  Brethren  of  the  north  Parish,  and  which,  with  the  General 
Courts  Curtailing  of  us,  is  the  only  cause  of  the  uneasiness  of  your  Peti- 
tioners, and  others,  who  only  wait  to  see,  what  y*  fate  of  the  Petition 
before  your  Excellency  &  Honours  may  be,  and  will  be  encourag'd  if 
the  Prayer  thereof  should  be  granted,  to  move  for  the  like  favour,  as 
did  your  Petitioners,  who  could  have  easily  joind  with  those  that  have 
been  lately  sett  off  from  us ;  they  being  also  desirous  of  being  on  the 
strongest  side  &  where  there  is  the  least  Charge. 

They  complained  that  the  proposed  change  would  take  away 
nearly  a  quarter  of  their  already  small  parish,  and  that  some  of 
the  petitioners  were  new  comers,  who, 

if  they  were  desirous  of  having  no  concernment,  or  nothing  to  do 
with  us,  they  might  have  purchased  elsewhere,  knowing  that  we  were 
obhg'd  to  support  the  gospel  among  us,  as  did  your  Petitioner  m'  John 
Bccham,  who  lately  came  among  us,  and  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  obligations  we  were  under  to  our  Minister." 

The  petition  and  answer  were  referred  by  the  Court  to  a 
committee,  whose  report,  though  brief,  throws  a  strong  light 
upon  the  condition  of  the  unquiet  precinct.  It  was  adopted  by 
both  branches  of  the  Court,  January  lo,  1758,  and  the  petition 
was  dismissed. 

The  Com".'  upon  the  Petition  of  m'  John  Beacham  &  others  of  Mai- 
den have  attended  that  matter  heard  y*  parties  &  Consider'd  it  &  find 
by  both  parties  that  the  Grand  point  in  view  of  y*  Petitioners  is  a 
Design  to  break  up  y'  South  Parish  however  Cautiously  Expres't  in 
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y*  Petition  &  hereupoii  beg  leave  to  Report  as  their  opinion  that 
Fetitioii  be  Dismtaad  which  it  hambljr  sabmitted 

pF  Gborob  Leokakd  f  ^rd\^ 

The  precinct  now  made  the  most  of  the  situation  to  obtain 
terms,  the  proposal  of  which  must  have  appeared  ridiculous  or 
irritative,  by  turns,  to  the  comparatively  peaceable  men  of  the 
First  Parish.  The  offer  to  unite  in  the  maintenance  of  tbe  two 
ministers,  in  the  present  relative  condition  of  the  parishes,  and 
to  share  in  the  benefits  of  the  ministerial  fund,  was  a  splendid 
piece  of  impudence ;  nor  was  it  unmatched  by  tbe  endeavor  to 
make  the  north  side  men  responsible  for  the  many  difficulties 
which  surrounded  their  south  side  neighbors. 

At  a  piiblick  meeting  of  the  South  parish  in  Maiden  on  Monday  the 
Thirtieth  of  Jan>  1758  :  Jabez  Sargent  moderator 

C/oUd  Joseph  Caswell  Jonathan  Oakes  &  Ezra  Saigent  a  Cbmmittee 
to  prefer  the  following  proposels  to  the  north  or  first  Pari^  in  said 
town 

like  South  or  second  Parish  in  MeUden      Ae  nmrA  or  first  Pimsh 

in  said  town  sendeth  G nefing 

Brethirn  \\q  your  towns  men  and  neighbours  beg  leave  to  remon- 
strate :  and  hereby  declare  our  willingness  :  and  freedom,  if  you  see  fit, 
to  contract  as  herein  set  forth,  or  stipulated. 

In  first  ^kue.  We  bewail  the  unhappy  contentions  &  divisions 
that  haue  been,  and  still  seem  to  be  so  rife  among  us,  who  ought  to 
love  as  brethren  :  And  had  our  predecessors  been  so  happy  as  to  have 
put  a  sto{)  to  the  grounds  of  these  liificulties  at  first,  we  judg  we  shou'd 
haue  had  no  occasion  to  engage  in  the  present  controversy,  in  which 
you  cam  but  think  you  have  had  a  great  Share :  But  inasmuch  as  we 
have  so  far  waded  thro^  many  dificulties ;  and  are  thny*  much  change  St 
expence  a  Parish  &  church  legally  established  by  autliority ;  We  cant 
but  think  it  our  duty,  for  otir  own.  nnd  our  posterities  benefit  and  con- 
venience, to  crjntinue  ami  support  the  Gospell  among  US,  where  &  as 
Providence  has  seemed  to  fix  the  same. 

In  the  next  place  We  woud  observe,  and  take  it  hard,  that  ever  since 
we  ware  a  Parish,  yovi  have  seemed  to  endeavour  to  brake  us  up  by 
weakning  our  abilities  to  support  the  Gospell  where,  and  as  you  know, 
is  so  much  to  the  convenience  of  us  &  families ;  espeacially,  by  so  art- 
fully depriving  us  of  many  members  of  so  valuable  Fstntcs  ;  who  at  first 
ware  so  freely  willing  to  be  joined  with  us ;  and  without  whom,  at  our 

*  Matt,  Areki»et,'MM.  44* 
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first  Establishmeot,  we  shou'd  not  have  tbo^  it  convenient  to  have  been 
a  Parish  :  and  this  we  think  the  more  ciiitly  as  you  waie  then  the  much, 
larger  growing,  and  ncher  Parish. 

Again  We  wou'd  let  you  know,  that  however  you  have  alienated 
from  the  original  intentitm,  and  as  you  tbhdc  fixed  the  interast  of  the 
Worcester  Lands  towards  the  support  of  die  Gospell  in  the  first  Baiish 
We  have  in  1  imputable  advise  and  judgment.  That  we  the  second  Fttid& 
have  a  just  Title  to  half  the  same  at  least  upon  the  demise,  and  at  the 
decease  of  the  reverend  ra.'  lunerson ;  Whom  notwitbstandiog  God 
grant  may  long  live  a  Usefull  Gospeii  minister. 

We  now  propose  for  the  mutual  peace :  and  prosperity  of  each  and 
both  our  Parishes ;  and  which  we  think  will  also  tend  gready  to  die 
flourishing  State  of  our  town :  that  we  are  most  earnestly  deaioos  U> 
leave  of  contention  before  it  be  again  medled  with :  And  tis  our  earnest 
prayer  that  the  God  of  love  Sr  peace  wou'd  dwell  among  us  :  and  cause 
us  to  dwell  togather  in  that  love  and  peace  which  arc  tlie  st.ibility  of 
any  people.  Fur  the:>e  purposes,  and  that  we  may  enjuy  the  Gospell 
where  it  is  placed  so  much  to  our  comrenience  We  unitedly  and  as  a 
Parish  wou'd  come  into  the  foUowing  contract  with  you. 

Imprimis,  That  the  present  ministers  of  each  Fkiish  and  their  Suc- 
cessors shall  be  maintained  out  of  the  town's  treasury  or  one  comon 
Stock,  including  Worcester  interest  a  comon  part  of  this  Stock. 

Item  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Seven  pounds  I^wfull 
money  be  raised  anmnlfy  for  the  support  of  the  two  ministers,  By  the 
town,  or  so  much  as  Shall  make  the  Worcester  income  that  sum  to  he 
paid  the  two  ministers  and  their  Successors  in  equal  halves. 

lUm  That  whenever  any  Sum  shall  return  into  the  treasnrv  of  this 
appropriation ;  each  minister,  or  his  Successor  Shall  be  paid  one  half 
Such  sum  be  it  more  or  less. 

Item  Upon  your  adherence  to,  and  contract  with  these  proposels  we 
will,  as  a  Parish,  for  our  Sdves,  and  our  Heire,  acquit  and  quit-cladn» 
all  our  fight  and  property,  m,  or  to  your  parish  wood  land,  and  person* 
age  ;  The  half  of  iHiidi  you  allow  we  are  intitled  to  for  ever,  after  the 
death  of  your  present  minister,  by  the  generall  Courts  Order. 

Jtem  If  you  agree  herein  we  will,  with  you  jointly,  apply  to  the 
generall  Court  to  confirm  and  establish  our  purposes,  to  prevent  all  dis- 
putes between  the  parishes  hereafter;  If  need  be  therefor. 

These  proposalls  we  think  just  and  equal;  and  such  a  contract  we 
esteem  but  equitable  and  most  reasonable ;  and  which  we  desire  you 
will  maturely  conrider :  and  as  a  Parish  return  us  your  answer  \'ery 
speedily. 

May  God  give  us  imderstanding ;  and  lead  us  to  those  things  that 
make  for  peace. 
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At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  South  parrish  in  MaUien  on  Monday  the 
30  day  of  January  1758  Uoted  to  accept  llie  above  said  propusUs  and 
Chose  Joseph  Caswell  Jon&thaii  Oakes  9l  Exia  Sargent  a  Comtntttee  to 
prefer  the  same  to  the  north  parish. 

At  a  Parish  Meeting  of  the  North  Parish  in  Maiden,  Feb?  the  20 
1 7s8  it  was  put  to  Vole  to  See  if  the  Fiturish  Would  Except  of  the  above 
Proposels  and  it  Pased  in  the  Negetive.    Isaac  Hill,  Birisk  Ciark 

The**  proposels"  deserved  the  prompt  action  with  which  they 
were  met  by  the  First  Parish;  and  the  propriety  of  their  rejec- 
tion  is  obvious.   At  the  same  time  it  was 

Voied  that  if  the  south  Parish  in  this  town  would  Reunite  to  be  one 
with  the  north  Parish  that  they  diall  be  exempted  from  aney  ministeaiel 
tax  in  this  Parish  for  Eight  years  Provided  they  E^ept  of  this  Gineias 
offer  within  one  year. 

The  fate  of  the  precinct  now  depended  upon  the  diversion  of 
a  portion  of  the  ministerial  fund,  the  origin  of  which  was  in  the 
colonial  grant  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  1662. 

The  grant  of  one  thousand  acres  for  the  use  of  the  ministry 
of  Maiden  and  its  accidental  relocation  within  the  bounds  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Worcester  have  been  noticed  in  a  former 
chapter.  This  land  was  thereafter  considered  as  the  rightful 
property  of  the  town,  and  as  audi  was  reserved  from  the  grant 
made  to  the  Shrewsbury  proprietors  in  1717.**  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  income  derived  from  that  source  was  of  any 
^eat  advantage  to  the  minbtiy,  although  the  land  was  appar- 
ently let  or  leased  from  time  to  time.  In  the  month  of  January* 
172^,  it  was  voted  to  sell  the  farm,  as  it  was  called ;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  petition  the  General  Court  for 
authority. 

The  town  was  soon  after  involved  in  a  suit»  or  a  series  of 
suits,  with  the  Shrewsbury  proprietors,  or  with  persons  who  had 

**  One  bundred  acres  of  this  tract  settlem*.  <rf  the  Town  Renewed  bounds 

ft  II  within  the  hounds  of  W<jrre-ter.  with   Maid' ii.    Tliat   they   have  seen 

'I'he  town  o(  Worcester  being  cited  to  Maidens  answer  &  doubt  not  bat  they 

appear  on  one  occasion  replied,  "That  have  set  y«  affair  in  so  just  ft  True  a 

it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  them,  .  .  .  light  That  your  F.\rrI1ency     linn"  will 

that  they  always  apprehended  M^ldca  ia  your  great  wisdom  dismiss  y«  Petition 

had  an  andoabted  Right  to  said  farm  &  C> rant  your  Respondent!  Cost.*'  Mast, 

and  3s  nbout  one  hundrci!  acres  thereof  Arthioet^tsixi,  579. 
lys  in  Worcester  they  have  from  y« 
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«ntered,  if  they  had  not  actually  settled,  within  the  limits 
-daimed,  in  which  it  was  successful.  In  1736  the  town  oi 
Shrewsbury  voted  a  tax  of  twenty-five  shillings  "  on  each  House 
Lot,  to  defray  Court  chai!|res  in  defending  the  Proprietors 
against  Maiden  men ;  "  and  at  the  same  time  granted  compen- 
sation to  Isaac  Temple  and  John  Bush  *'  for  services  done  in 
attending  the  Inferior  Court,  about  Maiden  farm."**  Maiden 
had  raised  one  hundred  pounds  in  the  previous  year  for  the 
■expenses  of  its  committee.  Mr.  Emerson,  in  a  letter,  congratu- 
lated the  town  upon  the  "  late  smiles  of  providence ; "  and  widi 
admirable  tact  asked  *'  wheather  it  be  not  highly  reasonable  that 
the  hundred  pounds  which  you  ofered  me  for  my  suport  in  the 
work  in  the  ministrey  should  be  made  and  keept  as  good  as  it 
was  when  I  first  came  amoungst  you."* 
Soon  after  a  committee  was  chosen  and  invested  with 

full  power  after  haueing  vew'd  the  buildings  and  those  parts  of  said 
iarm  that  mis*  Ephxaim  Whealer  and  David  Crpsbe  have  built  and 
settled  upon  to  agree  with  said  Whealer  and  crosbe  (if  may  be)  ac- 
cording to  there  be^  judgment. 

If  any  agreement  was  made  it  did  not  effect  a  lasting  peace; 
for  in  1738  David  Crosby  complained  that 

he  had  been  sued,  Src.  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  of  Maiden,  for 
trespass,  breaking  into  his  close,  house,  &c.,  in  Shrewsbury,  and  judg- 
ment rendered  against  him,  prays  for  a  new  trial,  that  he  may,  as  he 
can,  show  that  it  is  not  Emerson's  hind.   Petidon  dismissed.*' 

In  1740  Crosby,  in  b()half  of  the  Shrc\vsbur\^  proprietors, 
petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a  settlement  of  the  Maiden 
bounds;*  and  althouf^h  no  important  action  was  then  taken, 
the  matter  was  not  allowed  to  rest,  but  was  revived  from  time 
to  time  until  January.  I74=i,  when  a  committee  of  both  houses 
made  a  report,  whicli  hroui^ht  about  a  settlement  of  at  least  one 
question  invoKetl  in  the  case.  They  had  seen  a  tract  of  land 
in  Holdcn,  within  the  old  bounds  of  the  Worcester  plantation, 
which  they  found  to 

A  ^  \\  Au\,  ffislorycf  Skrnosbury,V].  ^atA,  History  of  Shrrwshury,  iS  j. 

MaltUn  Town  Ktefirdi,  in  Ueo.  Getural  Cwrt  Rttordt^  xvii.  (2), 
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to  exactly  correspond  with  the  description  of  Maiden  [Farm]  as 
Kiven  in  the  Original  Plan  thereof  in  the  Records  of  this  Cour^  as  to 
adbrd  the  highest  evidence  the  nature  of  Uie  thing  will  admit  of»  that 
the  same  was  anciently  laid  out  to  satisfy  the  Grant  to  Maiden,  as  the 
same  is  decyphered  on  the  Plan.  * 

Some  of  the  bound  marks  of  1665  still  remained.  The 
committee  declared  that  "the  other  Tract  in  Shrewsbury  of 
later  years  reputed  to  be  Maiden  Farm,  doth  of  right  still 
belong  to  the  Province,  and  that  the  Proprietors  of  Shrewsbury 
nor  yet  the  Church  of  Maiden  have  any  just  claim  to  it  by 
vertuc  of  any  grant  from  this  Goverment'*  The  report  coi^ 
eluded  as  follows:  — 

And  altho'  the  Church  of  Maiden  \f§  force  of  their  possession  have 
maintained  actions  of  Trespass  and  Ejectment  brought  against  such  as 
had  entered  on  these  lands,  without  lawful  right  so  to  do.  yet  the  Judg- 
ments so  obtained  cannot  (as  we  apprehend )  in  any  measure,  bar  or 
weaken  the  cl«m  of  the  Province  to  those  kndsy  how  hx  soever  the 
consideration  of  the  gr»it  trouble  charge  and  expence  said  Town  have 
been  at  to  obtain  the  quiet  possession  thereof,  may  recommend  them 
to  the  favour  and  compassion  of  this  Court.  * 

The  action  of  the  General  Court,  by  a  committee,  was  slow; 
but  the  Maiden  church,  or  tiie  First  Parish,  was  finally  con- 
finned  in  the  possession  of  the  Shrewsbury  land,  after  r^ 
linquishing  "  all  Claim  and  Demand  upon  the  Tract  of  Land 
mentioned  in  said  Report  to  ly  in  the  Township  of  Holden.**^ 
Thereafter  the  parish  held  a  troublous  possession.  Ephraim 
Wheeler,  who  had  settled  upon  a  portion  of  the  land,  remained 
under  a  lease ;  but  David  Crosby  appears  to  have  been  less 
pliable.  On  a  former  occask>n  he  bad  told  "the  SherrifT  of 
Worcester  that  he  Would  Shoot  him  Thorough  the  Heart  if  he 
OfTered  to  Come  into  the  House;      and  in  the  final  scttle- 

"  T  have  been  anable  to  find  the  reproduced  with  the  consent  of  Dr. 

original  [>lot  mentioned  in  tin  report  of  Clark. 

Tbonuw  Noyes,  which  is  printed  in  ^  Gttural  Court  Uteordt^  xvii.  (j). 

Chap.  X.  A  plan  was  made  by  David  591-94. 

tl.iyncs  i;i  1 73  ;.  ui  <)f>'n  iai  copy  of  which  Cf.  ^fl7■:   Arihiirs,  \Vi.  2cf''.  The 

in  the  possession  of  Charles  £.  CUurk,  northern  part  of  Worcester  was  incorpo- 

M.  D.,  of  Lynn.   As  this  agifees  in  its  rated  as  Holden  in  174a 

ma.rks  and  distances  wltti  tin-  r.  p  irt  of  Deposition  r,f  Captain  Ronjamin 

Noyes,  it  may  t>e  considered  as  iden-  Flagg,  Jr.    Official  copy  in  the  posses- 

tical  with  the  original  plan.  It  is  here  lion  of  Charles  E.  Clarlc,  M.  D.,  of  Lynn. 
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mcnt  he  kept  retired,  ostensibly,  to  avoid  the  service  of  execu- 
tions, probably,  to  impede  the  adjustment  which  would  quiet 
his  claim  forever. 

The  grant,  which  was  now  confirmed  to  the  uses  of  the 
Maiden  church,  thereafter  was  held  by  the  North  Parish  and 
the  town  claimed  a  right  in  it  no  longer.  In  February,  174*  9, 
the  selectmen  were  petitioned  to  insert  an  article  in  the  warrant 
for  the  annual  mcetmg  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  vote  to 
sell  the  land  so  that  the  South  Precinct  might  have  the  portion 
which  it  claimed;  but  the  petition  was  refused  and  the  select- 
men declared,  "  upon  due  Consideration  we  find  that  the  town 
of  maiden  has  no  farm  at  Worcester  &  Shrewsbury."  The  long 
course  of  litigation  was  not  at  an  end,  and  the  parish  had  still 
to  defend  its  rights  in  several  actions  brought  by  the  Shrews- 
bury people.  Judge  Lynde  was  at  the  Worcester  court  in 
September,  1749,  and  recorded  in  his  diary,  "  Maiden  great 
cause  all  day."  Two  years  later  he  entered,  "  great  Maiden 
cause  all  day."*®  At  a  meeting  held,  March  12,  174^,  the 
parish 

Vof  Ed  ^Vait  Timothy  Sprague  and  John  Dexter  a  Conv' :  to  Sell 
their  Ministry  farm  Lieing  Partely  in  Shrewsbery  and  Fartely  io 
Worcester  with  their  Re^  Ministers  Consent :  for  tlw  vse  and  Benefit 
%A  the  Ministry  in  tke  first  Church  in  the  North  Parish  in  Maldon. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Emerson,  as  the  legal  represeniatrv c  of  the 
Maiden  aiinistrv,  leased  to  David  Dickcv  of  Shrewsburv  for 
one  year,  at  a  rental  of  iiiac  dollars,  at  forty-five  shillings  to  the 
dollar,  O.  T.,  "  Maldons  first  Church  farm,"  reserving  that  part 
which  had  been  leased  to  Ephraim  Wheeler  and  a  portion 
which  John  McWater  had  "  within  fence."  There  was  at  that 
time  "one  Dwelling  house  and  one  barn  thereon  Standing."** 

There  was  some  delay  in  effecting  a  sale ;  but  under  the  date 
of  March  15,  1754,  the  committee  executed  a  deed  to  Captain 
Thomas  Stearns  of  Worcester  and  Duncan  Campbell  of  Oxford 
for  a  consideration  of  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds* 
lawful  mon^.  The  committee  met  with  some  resistance  when 

Diarif!  </  /      Lynit  4uuf  ^Sitff,      «•  first  AruA  Rectrds^  kt 
I^ndt,  Jr.,  ijo,  175. 
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they  went  to  Shrewsbury  to  complete  the  transfer.  They  found 
"  Ephraim  VVhealer  and  His  famcly  Shut  V^pin  a  house  on  the 
said  farm  and  he  the  said  wheal cr  Refused  to  Surrender." 
Another  house  was  held  by  Richard  Myles  and  his  families. 
Both  were  finally  dispossessed  and  the  property  delivered  to 
the  purchasers.  *^ 

The  purchase  money,  which  the  parish  had  voted  to  "  Let 
out  at  Intrcst,  to  be  forever  Appropeated  to  the  Vse  of  the 
Mininstry  of  the  first  Church,  in  the  first  Parish  in  Maiden," 
was  in  1755  put  into  the  hands  of  Captain  John  Dexter,  Joseph 
Lynde,  and  Lieutenant  Ezra  Green,  who  were  made  "  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  Care  of  the  money  that  thcay  Sold  their  perish 
farm  for  —  and  to  Let  out  the  money  from  time  to  time  as  theay 
Shall  See  fit  with  good  Security."^  This  was  the  foundation 
of  the  ministerial  fund,  which,  after  the  union  of  the  opposing 
parishes,  was  held  by  the  town,  until  the  gatherinc^  of  a  Baptist 
church  and  a  threatened  withdrawal  of  the  followers  of  Jesse 
Lee  caused  a  majority  of  the  town,  while  j  et  they  had  the 
power,  to  vote  for  its  transfer  to  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mother  church.*^ 

*^  First  P4mtk  Jttttrit^  im  l0€9,  kpl^  of  Maiden  "     Knapp,    /.iff  of  Lord 

n,  1754.  Tim«thy  Dexter^   156.     U   was  prob- 

*  Ibid<i  March  is.  1753;  March  lo^  aUy  in  anticipation  of  this  bequest  that 

1755.  the  town,  Jnnuary  26.  1S07,  chose  a 

May  7,  1804,  the  tuwn  waii  called  comiuittee  "(o  petiiion   the  General 

"To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  Money  to  Court  for  an  act  to  faicorporatc  certain 

replace  the  ministerial  money  which,  persons  as  trustees  to  manage  the  funds 

they  in  years  past,  have  appropriated  to  &  other  property  belonging  to  the  ('on- 

their  own  use."   During  that  and  the  gregational  society  in  Maiden."   At  a 

succeeding  year,  a  total  sum  of  four  meeting  in  March  it  was  "  Vtted  That 

hundred   and   sixty*one  dollars  and  the  selectmen  be  autborixed  to  transfer 

seventy---'. vt  a  cents  was  voted  to  re-  the  public  securities  &  private  notes, 

place  the  fund,  which  probably  repre-  being  the  proceeds  of  the  Worcester 

sented  all  that  was  left  of  the  grant  of  farm  to  the  trustees  (if  there  should  be 

one  thousand  acres.  any)  to   manage    tlu-    funds   &  other 

The  eccentric  Lord  Timothy  Dexter,  property  belonging  to  the  congregational 

who  died  at  Newburyport,  October  a6,  society.'* 

1S06,  was  a  native  of  Maiden.    Ry  his         In  tlie  frtllowing  Septmiljor  it  was 

will  he  gave  "  unto  the  town  of  Maiden,  "Voted  that  the  board  of  trustees  of  this 

three  hundred  doHars,  to  be  laid  out  to  town  be  authorised  to  receive  of  Ae 

purchase  a  hell  for  the  Meetinp  House ;  Executors  to  the  last  will  of  the  late 

also  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  put  Timothy  Dexter  Esq'  deceased  the  two 

at  interest  lor  100  years,  and   the  thousand  dollars  given  in  s**  will  for  the 

interest  to  he  ajipropriated  annnullv  f  'f  Sii])[)Oit  of  tho  Giispcl  in  s  '  town  and 

the  support  of  the  gospel  in  said  town  Liicewise  to  give  a  discharge  for  the 
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It  \vas  a  portion  of  this  fund  which  the  South  Precinct  now 
sought  lo  divert.    As  eari\-  as  Fcbruar>'  2,  1756,  they  had 

i'o/fii  I'hinehas  Sargent  Jonathan  Oake?  &  J.jhn  P.-;Lknam  a  cora- 
mittec  to  procure  the  parishes  wnght  m  the  towu  Uum  Cjranted  them 
by  the  Geneial  Comt  fixr  the  use  of  the  tninistry  they  also  noted  the 
palish  shotdd  hair  the  Charge  the  said  Committee  Shook!  be  at. 

This  committee  petitioned  the  North  Parish  for  a  division  of 
the  funds,  and  their  request  was  promptly  refused.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  voted  to  "defend  m'  Unite  Cox  from  paying  of 
Raits  to  the  South  parish."  The  Precinct,  however,  had  no  dis- 
position to  quarrel  over  the  latter  matter,  and  voted  the  next 
year  to  forgive  "  Unight  Cockses  "  rate ;  and  he  was  left  to  go 
where  he  pleased 

Had  our  souHieni  neighbors  been  as  wise  as  they  were  stub> 
bom,  a  pacification  might  still  have  been  effected  and  the  happy 
union  of  thirty^five  years  later  accomplished.  But  they  Kjected 
all  offers  of  conciliation  and  prepared  to  carry  their  demands 
into  the  courts  of  law.   At  a  meeting  held  March  2, 1758,  it  was 

Uoffd  m'  Benjamin  Kent  of  Boston  Daniel  Whittemore  Dea"  Jo«;ei)h 
Caswell  Jonathan  Oakes  ik  Ezra  Sargeot  a  Committee  to  prclcr  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Great  and  General  Comt  Assembled  at  Boston  1 75S  for  sum 
Relief  in  our  present  dificult  Circumstances. 

If  this  vote  was  carried  out  no  relief  was  gained ;  and  nothing 
more  was  done  until  March  12,  1759,  when  the  precinct 

Vokd  To  Chuse  two  men  to  add  to  the  Com'**  Chosen  1756  febr' 
the  t  to  Fiocwe  the  Fiinhes  wright  in  the  town  fairm  (kanled  tiiem 
by  the  General  Court  for  the  Use  of  the  Ministiy  vb  M'  Jhon  Oliver 
Ezra  Sargeant 

A  suit  was  now  commenced,  which  the  old  parish  prepared 
to  oppose.   At  a  meeting,  June  6»  1759,  it  was 

three  hundred  dollars  given  in  .said  will  ports  were  made  by  the  trustees  until 

for  a  l!cll  which  the  town  consider  they  May  i,  1824,  which  is  the  date  of  the 

have  already  received  of  m'  Dexter  in  last  report.     In  that  year  the  Fii>t 

his  life  ttme."   Nothing  more  is  heard  Parish  was  reorganised  under  an  act  of 

of  the  bequest.    That  it  was  received  is  the  General  Court,  and  came  into  pos- 

apparcnt  from  the  rq)ort  of  the  trustees  session  of  the  nunUteriaU  fuad$  and 

of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  180S,  in  which  property.    The  amonnt  of  the  fund 

the  principal  of  tlic  fund  is  stated  to  be  which  the  p.iri-.h  lec-  ivcd  was  forty-two 

twenty*six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dol-  buiulred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and 

Ian  and  forty-eight  cents.  Annual  re-  thirty-eight  centa. 


Ik 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  SOUTH  FRECJNCT  DECADENT  S9I 


Voted —  Mr.  Timothy  Sprague,  Capt"  John  Dexter,  and  m'  James 
Barrett  To  be  a  Committee  to  Stand  a  Tiyall  or  Tiyalls  to  the  End  of 
the  Law  or  fineaU  Judgement :  and  Execution  in  an  action  depending 

in  the  Law  a  gainst  the  Reund.  mr*  Eliakim  Willis  Clark  minister  of 
gods  word  of  the  Second  Geathered  church  of  christ  in  maiden  Con- 
cerning Maiden  first  Church  I^ind  Lying  in  Shrewsbury  as  mentioned 
in  Said  Ritt  or  other  wise  Lying  in  Worcester  with  the  Consent  of  tlie 
Arst  church  of  christ  in  Said  maiden :  and  the  Consent  of  the  Reun'* 
mr.  Joseph  Emeison  their  present  minister  Gerk  of  gods  word  in  said 
maiden 

The  actions  which  were  now  entered  upon  afforded  a  dreary 
restatement  of  die  troubles  which  have  been  related.  Little  or 
nothing  of  interest  appears  therein;  and  while  the  suits  ate 
away  the  little  means  which  the  precinct  could  yet  control,  they 
were  of  no  avail  in  staying  the  impending  ruin  of  the  church 
and  parish.  The  precinct  was  defeated  in  its  purposes,  and  the 
North  Parish  was  left  in  die  quiet  possession  of  the  fund. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Willis  was  blamed  as  the  cause  of  all  the* 
trouble  which  had  come  upon  the  people;  and,  as  has  often 
happened  in  that  tangled  web  and  woof  which  we  call  human 
life,  he  who  was»  perhaps,  the  most  innocent  of  all  bore  much 
of  the  burden  of  the  punishment  which  thirty  years  of  misdoing 
had  brought  upon  the  unfortunate  church  and  parish  of  the 
South  Precinct.  Neither  his  life  nor  his  property  was  safe,  if 
credit  be  given  to  die  threats  with  which  he  was  assailed.  The 
following  proclamation  is  a  curious  witness  to  the  condition  of 
the  precinct  during  the  time  which  we  are  considering. 

By  his  E.Xitlicniy  Thomas  Pawnall  Esq  Captain  Gi'neral  and  Goti' 
ernor  in  Cheif  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Fnwince  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  Engtand  and  Via  Admiral  of  At  same.  — 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  in  the  month  of  July  last  an  anonimous  Letter  was  found  in 
the  Pulpit  of  the  mccting-hou'^e  of  the  South  Parish  in  MaMen  directed 
to  M'  Kliakim  Willis  (the  minister  of  said  Parish)  wherein  the  W  riter 
declares  —  "  that  he  thinks  he  should  do  justice  to  burn  him  out  of 
Town  and  that  if  be  did  not  depart  from  them  In  two  months  he  would 
be  die  death  of  him;  if  he  was  hanged  for  him" — whidi  atrocious 
Fact  has  been  represented  to  me  in  Council  by  a  Great  number  of  the 
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Inhabitants  of  the  said  South  Parish  in  Maiden  Praying  for  the  Inter- 
position of  the  Government  in  order  to  discover  the  author  of  it.  — 

And  inasmuch  as  such  an  open  and  flagrant  Violation  both  of  the 
Laws  of  God  and  Man  hath  a  diitct  tendency  to  subvert  all  Civi]  Order 
and  Government,  and  to  render  the  lives  and  Properties  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Subjects  altogether  precarious. 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council 
to  issue  this  Proclamation  hereby  requiring  all  his  Majesty's  Officers, 
Civil  and  Military  and  all  other  his  Majesty's  Subjects  within  this  Pro- 
vince to  use  their  utmost  Endeavours  Ibr  discovering  seizing  and  bring- 
ing to  Justice  the  author  or  authoi*  of  Ae  infamous  Letter  afbresaid» 
or  any  of  his  or  their  accomplices  hereby  also  promisii^  a  reward  of 
One  hundred  Pounds  to  be  paid  out  of  the  PubHc  Treasury  to  any 
Person  or  Persons  who  shall  inform  against  or  discover  any  one  or 
more  concerned  in  this  Wicked  design  so  that  he  or  they  may  be  con- 
victed. And  if  the  Informer  shall  have  been  an  accomplice  or  any 
ways  c<mcemed  in  said  Crime,  (except  He  shall  have  actually  been  the 
author  of  said  Letter)  He  shall  receive  his  Majesty's  Pardon,  and  shall 
likewise  receive  the  above  mentioned  Reward  upon  Conviction  of  the 
Party  informed  against  as  aforesaid. 

Civen  under  my  hand  at  Boston  the  twelfth  day  of  February  Anno 
Domini  1760  and  in  the  thirty  third  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign 

By  his  ExeeUeMe^s  Command  T.  Fownall 

A.  Oliver  Secry.^ 

The  several  actions  seem  to  have  been  settled  by  the  spring 
of  1763,  when  a  committee  was  chosen  by  the  precinct "  for  to 
Reckon  with  the  committee  Chosen  for  to  Sue  for  Fart  of  the 
Worcester  farm."  The  downward  coorse  of  aflfaits,  which  had 
lasted  almost  from  the  gathering  of  the  church,  now  ceased; 
for  both  church  and  parish  had  now  arrived  at  die  utmost 
limit  of  their  low  condition.  Their  existence  for  the  next  twenty- 
four  years  was  worse  than  a  total  dissolution ;  for  their  records 
show  a  church  and  parish  with  little  of  material  means  for 
a  proper  observance  of  the  sacrament  and  a  necessary  sub- 
sistence, and  little  of  spiritual  grace. 

The  following  entry,  made  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the 
suits,  appears  upon  the  church  records:  — 

[1763,]  Feb7  23.  the  meet  to  chuse  a  Deacon,  &  also  for  an 
vgcti  8c  free  conference,  with  respect  more  especially  to  y*  frowns  of 

*•  Afass.  Archives,  CommtsswHS,  Protlamations,  Pardons,  etc.,  1756-1767,  \2l-\2i. 
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Providence  upon  C*''  &  Society,  &  y«  different  scntinaents  occationed 
thereby,  aft*  Pray'  for  direct*,  F  Jn*  Bucknam  was  by  a  uiuuiiinotts 
vote  chosen  to  office  of  a  Deacon  —  aft'  vH*  y«  Pastr  exprest  his 
desire  of  y*  unity  peace  &  prosperity  of  y'  O*" ;  &  his  readiness  cith'  to 

continne  or  dissolve  his  Relation  to  them,  as  bretheren  shoukl  jtidge 
most  conducive'  thereto  ;  withal  desird  them  to  concliKlc  or  fix  upon 
some  method  for  relief — several  things  were  said,  <k  some  proposals 
made ;  but  nothing  concluded  upon  — 

A  feeling  of  apathy  seems  to  have  pervaded  the  parish,  as 
distinct  from  the  church,  at  this  time.  At  a  meeting  held  April 
i8.  1763, 

It  was  put  to  Vote  to  See  If  the  Parish  would  Petition  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  help  to  Soport  the  Gospel  and  it  Passed  in  the  Negative 

It  was  Put  to  Vote  to  see  If  the  Parish  would  Chuse  a  Couimiitee  to 
Confer  with  the  Revernd  M'.  Willis  on  what  terms  he  will  be  willing  to 
Relinquish  his  Pastoral  Relation  lo  the  Church  and  Parish  and  it 
Passed  in  the  Negative. 

Nor  does  the  church  appear  to  have  been  more  active,  save 
that  at  the  next  recorded  meeting, 

[1764,]  March  19"" —  (after  p')B'  Jn"  Bucknam  gave  his  answ'  of 
non  acceptance  of  y*  office  of  a  Deacon  —  y  C^"''  yl  4  Coppers 
should  be  Contributed  every  Communion  day  to  provide  or  purchase 
y*  Elements. 

At  length  some  effort  was  made  to  end  the  troubles  into 
whicli  they  had  fallen;  and  the  church  met,  January  15,  1765, 

at  y  request  of  a  n°  of  y"  brethren  for  a  free  conference  .  .  . 
to  see  if  some  Christian  methods  might  be  come  into  for  Relief." 
Offers  f)r  a  settlemetit  were  made  and  rejected;  and  although 
Mr.  Willis  hinted  at  an  ecclesiastical  council,  nothing  was 
done.    At.  a  later  meeting  the  pastor  complained  of 

y*  condiu  t  of  many  not  only  of  y*"  Society,  hut  of  y''  C*'^,  who  hnve 
trampled  uiukrtoot  my  ndvice,  my  ministerial  exhortation  in  attending 
publick  worship  elsewhere,  tho'  tiicy  knew  it  to  be  disorderly,  6l  y'  it 
grieved  roe  to  y  heart — J  think  J  only  desire  to  know  Gods  will  in 
y*  afl^ir  before  us :  &  whether  it  be  to  remove  or  continue  with  you 
(hard  &  difficult  as  my  lot  hath  been)  J  am  (thro'  great  mercy) 
willing  to  comply. 

In  conclusion,  he  added :  — 

38 
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Being  willing  to  bear  p«  of  your  burden  (to  spend  &  to  be  spent  for 
you,  tho'  y*  more  J  love  you,  y'  less  J  be  lovd)  J  will  make  you  one 
offer  more,  viz,  that  J  will  abate  uiy  Sallery  for  y"  present  year,  exclus- 
iv«  of  ye  parsonage  &  wood;  provided — that  you  make  conaciaiGe 
of  attending  my  miuiatry  more  steadily,  &  y*  you  receive  my  instruct 
tions,  &  take  my  advice  in  things  Religious  &  ministerial  —  that  for 
y'  future  you  forbear  all  your  hard  uneliristian  reflections  against 
me  :  that  you  treat  me  with  kindness,  &  do  what  you  can  y'  J  may  live 
for  y"  luiure,  in  love  6:  peace/' 

This  ofTer,  to  which  were  added  demands  for  the  necessary 
repairs  of  the  parsonage,  the  gradual  payment  of  arrears,  and  a. 
provision  for  his  future  temporal  support,  was  laid  before  the 
parish  in  March,  w  hen  it  was  "  Voted  to  Comply  with  the  Rev" 
m"  Willis  Perposalls."  The  compliance  was  rather  in  word  than 
in  deed,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Willis  at  a< 
church  meeting  in  June.   He  said :  — 

BnAr",  you  are  not  insensible  of  y*  malencholy  scituation  y*  we  are 
in,  «^  is  y*  occation  of  my  appointing  y*  present  meeting  of  y*  to^ 

see  if  any  thing  can  be  done  for  y*  removal  of  y*  unhappy  alienation  of 
affection  y'  is  too  aparcnt  among  ns,  &  for  y^  restorat"  of  y'  unity  & 
good   agreement  among  us,  on   w''       being  &  growth  of  y"  C'',. 
y'  interest  of  Rehgion  among  us,  y*  hon'  of  X,  &  y'  glory  of  God 
depends  —  y*  want  of  Love;  &  y"  conduct  of  some  being  unbecom- 
ing y'  profession  &  solemn  engagments;  togeth'  with  y*  want  of  some^ 
proper  method  to  provide  for  y*  table  of  y*      have  been  y*  occa- 
tion of  y*  Sacra"*  being  suspended  for  a  time." 

Three  members  of  the  already  small  body,  Richard  Dexter, 
Samuel  Baldwin,  and  John  Paine,  had  withdrawn  from  the  com- 
munion for  "their  greater  Edification;  "  and  others  were  not 
over  warm  in  their  zeal.  A  slim  provision  for**y*  L*  table,"' 
and  a  feeble  effort  to  recall  the  wandering  members  gave  litfJe 
promise  of  better  things.  It  is  said  that  no  part  of  the  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Willis  was  observed  and  that  the  sufTering  minis- 
ter was  in  a  worse  condition  than  ever  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
He  was  still  bound  to  his  people,  and  they  to  him,  by  a  civil 
contract  or  life  settlement,  which  could  be  broken  only  by  an 

*•  South  Church  R.'coxis.  Januan'  29.  from  August  12,  1764,  to  June  30,, 
1765.    The  sacrament  was  suspended    1765.  *»  Ibid.,  June  5,  1765. 
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ecclesiastical  council  or  by  mutual  agreement.  What  finally 
led  to  its  dissolution  is  not  a  matter  of  record ;  but  tradition 
intimates  that  a  suit  at  law  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  so 
far  as  it  involved  the  payment  of  arrears  of  long  standing,  was 
not  impossible  and  that  the  final  action  was  induced  by  that 
consideration.''  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  precinct,  March 
23,  1766,  it  was 

Vaied  to  Give  the  ReV'  M'  Willis  their  Personage  House  and  Land, 

Provided  the  Reverend  M'  Willis  will  Relinqubh  his  Civil  Contract  with 
the  Parrish  and  oblige  himself  to  Preach  the  Gospel  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  South  End  of  Maiden  three  years  the  Contribution  Being 
the  Parishes  their  Being  twD  int-n  Chosen  by  the  Parish  as  Trustees  to 
Receive  ii,  and  to  pay  it  to  tlie  Rev"*  M'  W  illis  once  in  four  weeks  and 


Siinii-  little  lielp  h.ic!  lately  conic ; 
and  the  precinct  had  regained  the  bene- 
fit of  a  portion  of  the  ftum  of  Capudn 
Samuel  Green,  which  had  been  set  back 
to  the  First  Parish  in  1754.  Captain 
Green  died  February  at,  1761.  and  the 

s'Mi'hcru  portion  hi^  farm,  with  the 
homc!»tull.  canic  into  ibe  possession  of 
his  eldest  son,  James,  who  soon  after 
Sold  it  to  his  son,  Darius.  Joseph 
Perkins  of  Danvers  purcha.sed  it  in 
1765.  and  lived  upon  it  until  his  death. 
It  originally  contained  forty-seven  acres 
l)etween  the  present  Main  and  Ferry 
Streets,  and  eight  acres  of  upland  and 
manth  towards  the  North  Kiv«r.  The 
house,  a  portion  of  which  is  that  boilt 
by  James  Green  soon  after  his  purchase 
in  1647.  if  it  had  not  been  already  built 
by  Afavahan  Palmer,  is  still  held  in  the 
Perkins  name.  Appleton  StrLi  t,  nn 
which  it  sunds,  was  formetly  a  nay, 
known  as  Terlcins's  Lane,  leadinff  to  it 
from  tlie  l\'nnv  Ferrv  r<>.\y\.  Tlio  .m- 
cient  and  long-ago  discontinued  way  to 
Wionisimmet  passed  by  its  door. 

The  conveyance  likewise  carrier!  the 
ownership  of  a  pew  in  the  nui  tii  utcenn^ 
hottse*  whidt  to  Joseph  Perkins  seemed 
"  vr_TV  ronvcTiiciit ;  "  liui  t'llii-  siirpiise 
he  (uuiiU  iliat  Cac  1.4tKl  \vlav.h  h'j  li.td 
purchased  had  been  reservc<l  to  the 
Fipst  Parish  only  during  the  possession 
of  the  Greens,  .ind  that  he  belonged  to 
the  Sooth  Precinct,  where  he  must  pay 
taaes.  Representing  that  he  "Chuses 


to  set  under  the  Preaching  of  the  K».v^ 
M'  Emerson,  who  hath  recommended 
himself  to  your  Petitioner  by  his  Sound 
Doctrine  S:  Fxnmplary  ljf..\"  he  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  that  his  estate 
mi^i  be  confirmed  to  the  old  parish,  as 
was  thnt  of  Mcnj.miin  Muckii.Tni,  "niach 
under  the  like  Circumstaui.e»,  "  m  1756. 
There  was,  however,  a  difference  bo> 
t\\cv.i\  the  two  cases.  The  Hucknam 
farm  hail  desct:tidf<i  from  father  to  son, 
while  the  Green  l.tnd.  which  had  not 
been  disturlied  while  in  the  possession 
of  Samuel  Green's  descend.mts,  had  now 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  stranger  by 
purchase.  The  precinct  oppos.;d  the 
petition  by  a  committee,  whose  reply 
cannot  be  found,  and  Joseph  Perkins 
was  obliged  to  withdraw.  A/att,  Ar- 
ekhtt,  xiv.  431.  He  continued  to  wop> 
ship  .It  till-  DDfih  muctinp  huu^u  and  was 
an  inHuential  member  of  the  church  and 
parish,  although  he  was  constrained  to 
remain  .m  unwilling  sul)ject  of  the  South 
i'recinct  until  1789,  when,  with  his  son, 
Jacob,  he  succeeded  bi  being  set  off  to 
the  old  p.Trish.  Hi'  \va^  <  lii>scn  a  dea- 
con of  the  \oith  t  huich  in  1772.  and 
died  July  23,  1793,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  having  live<l  to  sec  the  op- 
posing  churches  and  parishes  reunited. 
He  W.1.S  influential  in  town  affairs,  and 
served  as  town  clerk  and  selectman  in 
the  latter  years  of  his  life.  His  son, 
Jacob,  was  father  of  the  late  Daniel 
Appleton  Perkins. 
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take  an  account  thereof  he  Being  obliged  to  Preach  as  macb  Longer 
after  the  above  time  Sett  as  the  Contribution  Shall  be  Sufficient  to  pay 
him  for  his  labours  among  us,  at  the  .Same  Rate  as  when  his  Civil 
Contract  Subsisted  Between  him  and  the  Parish  these  Conditions 
upon  the  Kev^  M'  Willis  Part  to  be  fuUfiled  if  God  Should  be  Pleased 
to  Continue  his  Life  and  Alrilitjr  to  Pkeforme  the  SanMS,  And  If 
Deprived  of  either  the  fee  of  the  ^momufgt  to  Remain  his  and  his 
Heirs  forever. 

There  was  some  delay  in  canying  out  this  vote ;  and  it  was 
not  until  January  13,  1767,  that  Jonathan  Oakes,  Richard 
Dexter,  and  Ebenezer  Pratt,  as  a  committee  of  the  precinct, 
gave  *'  a  good  and  lawful  Deed  "  of  the  parson^e  house  and 
about  seventeen  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  '*  Road 
leading  down  to  penny  Ferry  so  called,"  with  a  bam  and  about 
two  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.**  Here  the  last 
pastor  of  the  South  Church  lived  until  his  death,  gaining,  per- 
haps, a  not  too  liberal  subsistence  from  the  cultivation  of  his 
lands  and  the  uncertain  products  of  the  contribution  box,  until 
his  old  age  was  gladdened  by  the  pastorate  of  a  reunited  church. 

The  contributions  made  during  the  time  fixed  by  the  vote 
served  to  continue  the  preaching  less  than  a  year ;  and  at  a 
meeting  held  February  19,  1770,  the  precinct  "^/a/ to  Chuse 
a  Committee  to  Converse  with  M'  Willis  to  See  If  he  will  take 
the  Present  Circumstances  of  the  Parish  under  Consideration 
and  again  Carry  on  the  work  of  the  Ministry  among  them  for 
a  free  Contribution."  The  committee  reported  a  month  later, 
"that  the  Reverend  M'  Willis  doth  Engage  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  Ministry  for  a  free  Contribution  for  the  futer 
agreeable  to  the  Request  of  the  Parish;  "  and  it  was  "  Voted \n 
Except  the  Report  of  the  Committee." 

^  Midd.  Co.  Deeds,  \x^t\i-    I  have  which  belongs  to  y«  Pasnage  Land.*' 

found  no  (li  '  il  of  (In.-  parsonaj^c  property  A  few  months  later  it  was  voted  to  Iniy 

to  the  South  I'recinct.  It  was  purchasicd  five  acres  of  land  of  Elder  Ebenexer 

soon  after  the  Tote,  which  is  elwwhere  Upham,  "which  Lieth  on  y*  North  side 

gi%cn,  wa'<  pass  d  ;  aiul  the  house  was  of  y  I'asnage  Land."  The  house,  a  view 

already  built  upon  it.    The  precinct  of  which  is  given  in  Hailey,  Everett  SoU' 

voted,  Octoiser  3.  1748,  to  "  Reftalr  die  tvm'r,  ii,  is  still  standing  (1898)  in  its 

Parsnnai:!-  hoti-.  ;"  to  "btiild  a  Chim*  original  location  on  the  west  side  of 

ney  in  the  Kitching  of  the  foresaid  par<  Main  Street,  a  little  south  of  I'rescotl 

lonafft  house;"  and  to  "Repair  the  Street,  In  Everett, 
•too  wall  (on  Each  side  of  the  Road) 
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Tlic  [)rccinct  thereafter  maintained  a  nominal  existence  until 
March  27,  1775,  when  a  regular  meeting  was  held;  but  in  the 
choice  of  officers  a  collector  and  assessors  were  not  chosen, 
which  is  significant.  After  this,  living  in  positions  exposed  to 
the  fire  and  incursions  of  the  enemy  and  coming  within  Uie  lines 
of  the  army  which  invested  Boston,  the  few  inhabitants  of  the 
southern  portion  of  the  town  removed  their  families  and  effects 
to  locations  more  remote,  some  going  as  fiir  as  Reading  and 
others  along  the  old  Salem  Road  to  Black  Ann's  Comer  and  the 
secluded  nooks  of  Scadan*  On  their  return,  the  precinct  having 
fallen  into  desuetude,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  attempt  to 
revive  it;  and  its  records  are  silent  for  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
until  a  secession  from  the  old  parish  carried  an  element  of 
strength  from  the  North  Church,  and  induced^  a  temporary 
throb  of  life  in  its  expiring  neighbor. 

Meanwhile  the  church  had  maintained  a  feeble  existence  and 
generally  continued  a  stated  observance  of  the  Lord's  supper 
during  the  milder  months  of  the  year,  omitting  it  altogether 
during  the  winter  season,  as  had  been  the  usual  custom.  Dur- 
ing the  period  of  hostilities,  **  being  scatterd  by  the  enemy,  the 
Sac'  was  omitted  at  some  stated  times  yet  thro*  divine  goodness, 
the  O**  was  indulgd  the  liberty  of  approaching  the  table  of  the 
Lord  several  times,  before  the  enemy  were  driven  from  our 
metropolis.*'^  He  who  "broke  the  seals"  and  held  the  liUle 


"  Si/uth  Church  Records,  1775-76. 
The  records  note  twenty  two  celetna* 
tions  of  the  Lord's  supper  by  Mr. 
Clcavcland,  ending  March  18,  i?*?;-, 
when  they  appear  to  have  been  discon- 
tinued. Apparently  they  were  not  re- 
sumed until  January  21,  1753,  when  Mr. 
Willis  records  his  first  administration  of 
tbe  elements.  He  continued  the  enum- 
eration n-tobcr  2,  1791,  wficn  f<T 
the  two  hundred  and  fifleenth,  and  last, 
time  be  gathered  the  South  Church 
ariiunil  thi  l.iblc  of  the  I-ord.  At  first, 
the  sacrament  was  observed  every  six 
or  seven  weeks;  but  after  the  second 
yf.ir  it  wa?;  iisunllv  omittcr!  in  mid- 
winter, and  sometimes  for  a  period  of 
three  months.  Afterwardsj  the  weak* 


ness  and  poverty  of  the  chltcdl  CWUCd  It 
to  be  neglected  for  long  seasons,  as  in 
1764-65,  and  again  from  October  30, 
176S,  to  April  2.  1769.  It  w-is  l)i(t  twice 
observed  between  Marcli  \  1,  1775,  and 
June  24,  1776,  probably  l)y  a  fewof  the 
scattered  people  who  found  themselves 
together,  at  times  whose  dates  Mr. 
Willis  had  apparently  forgotten  when 
hr  m.idi-  tin  ti  (  ord.  Later,  for  several 
years,  it  was  administered  but  four  time» 
annually,  in  the  warmer  mofithSi  when 
provision  could  be  made. 

The  custom  of  omitting  the  Lord's 
supper  in  the  winter  season  seems  to 
have  been  nb  cr-.n!.  it  Icrtst  for  a  time, 
by  the  First  Church,  and  it  may  have 
been  general  in  New  England.  It  la 
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flock  together  in  the  midst  of  his  many  public  and  private  dis- 
couragements must  have  owned  a  stronger  faith  in  the  provi- 
dences of  God  than  is  given  to  mankind  in  general. 

I  have  carefully  followed  the  history  of  the  South  Church  and 
precinct  because  its  story  forms  an  important  part  of  the  story 
of  the  town ;  because  the  materials  for  the  work  are  scattered 
and  perishing  and  not  readily  brought  together;  and.  more, 
because  the  drama,  though  played  upon  an  humble  and  limited 
stage,  shows  as  clearly  the  effects  of  the  prejudices  and  animos- 
ities of  men  as  though  a  kingdom  were  its  scene  and  a  world  its 
audience.  Unjustly  conceived,  and  nursed  by  misrepresenta- 
tions, its  bright  days  were  few  and  its  decay  was  of  an  early 
growth  ;  its  progress  was  marked  by  strife  and  deceit,  and  its 
destruction  was  deserved  from  the  beginning.  It  blighted  itself 
and  was  a  curse  to  the  whole  town,  carrying  heart-burnings  into 
every  part.  Its  work  was  less  that  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  than 
that  of  the  sons  of  Belial.  Its  effects  outlasted  itself  and  in- 
duced bitter  sectional  prejudices,  which  were  not  wholly  effaced 
within  the  memory  of  many  now  living.  Better  had  it  never 
have  been.  Having  been,  its  story  has  a  lesson  which  may  be 
heeded  with  profit  by  the  present  age.  It  passed  away  long 
ago  and  the  bodies  of  those  who  gave  it  life  sleep  peacefully 
with  those  of  their  brethren  of  the  North  Parish  in  the  ground 
at  Sandy  Bank ;  but  the  motives  and  passions  which  induced  it 
may  still  be  recognized  at  times  in  public  affairs.  Sectionalism 
is  as  dangerous  in  a  town  as  in  a  nation,  although  its  scope  may 
be  limited;  and  prejudice,  deceit,  and  injustice  are  often  its 
ministers.'^ 


said  that  Mr.  F^merson  endeavored  to 
obtain  a  re(;iil.ir  administration  of  the 
sacrament  throuRh  the  winter;  but  on  a 
cold  Sunday,  finding  the  bread  frozen  in 
a  solid  mass,  it  w.is  decided  that  zeal 
without  discretion  was  unprofitable. 

The  brief  season  of  hope  enjovcd 
by  the  South  Church,  on  the  occasion 
oi"  the  secession  from  the  North  Parish 
in  17S7,  belongs  to  another  period,  and 
will  be  considered  in  a  later  volume.  It 
was  not  of  long  duration,  and  the  affairs 
of  each  parish  were  far  from  prosperous 


soon  after.  The  war  had  left  the  coun- 
tr\"  in  poverty,  and  carelessness  or  db- 
quiet  had  already  begun  to  paralyze  or 
threaten  the  long  established  order. 
Under  such  conditions,  the  members  of 
the  North  Parish,  taking  "into  their 
most  .Serio  is  (."onsideration  the  Situa- 
tion of  affairs  in  Maiden  and  the  Present 
unhappy  Hi  vision  of  the  Town  into  two 
Parishes  the  Sad  Consequences  of 
which  have  Been  Sufficiently  Experi- 
enced by  Poth."  in  Octolier,  1701. 
pointed  a  committee  to  consult  with  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  SOUTH  PRECiNCT  DECADENT 


599 


'South  Parish  with  a  view  to  a  union  "in 

one  Relii;ioii^  SiKicty  ujxiu  Priiiciiilcs 
Equaly  Interesting  to  Both  Pamhe«." 
The  Genera)  Court,  at  its  next  aession, 
lias*^cd  an  ai  t  .imhuii/ing  the  consoli(3,i- 
tion;  and  the  follovving  entry  on  the 
icoorda  of  each  church  record*  the  end- 
ing of  the  trotibles  of  sixty-five  yean,. 

1795,  March  i^^  —  The  Brethren  of 
the  fint  and  second  Chnreh  of  Christ  in 
Maiden  voted  in  the  north  meeting 
House  (after  the  Blessing  was  given) 
to  he  incorporated*  with  their  Officers» 
into  one  B(>dj,  or  to  leeeive  and  em< 


brace  eadi  other,  as  members  of  one  and 

the  same  visitjle  t  "ImrLh  of  Christ  ;  and 
to  cultivate  Ctiiistian  Communion  & 
Fellowship,  by  a  regular  attendance 

upon  the  Oniinanccs  of  tlic  T.o'ipLl  ad- 

mintstered  in  said  House  also  that 

the  fuiniture  of  the  Communion  Tables, 

to  he  put  into  onr  .  .  immon  stock. 

Eli  A  K I M  VV  J  LLi  s,  ettr: " 
Mr.  Willis  becam«  the  sole  pastor  of 

the  reunited  people,  taking  frnm  the 
South  Church  its  Arminian  Confession 
of  Faith  and  Covenant  to  the  churdl  of 
Wiggleaworth  and  Emetson. 
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^1  HLLIAM  GODDEN,  or  possibly  Gooden,  as  Goodwin 
VV     was  then  and  long  afterward  pronounced,  was  perhaps  a 
rovin;^  trader  who  exchanged  sugar  and  tobacco  for  beaver  pelts 
and  otlicr  merchantable  productions  of  the  country.    He  seems 

to  have  had  no  stated  place  of  resi« 


Shepard,  the  unfortunate  bargain  of  John  Lewis  with  Paul 
Wilson,  which,  being  unrecorded,  afterwards  gave  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth  much  trouble.  He  was  again  in  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
1662,  being  then  about  sixty-four  years  of  age;  and  he  after- 
wards  wrote  a  will,  which  he  signed  in  the  presence  of  Samuel 
and  Maiy  Blanchard,  of  Wilson's  Point,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
himself  in  the  following  terms :  — 

Jn  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  and  through  the  strength  of  Jesus  christ 
my  alcHie  Saviour.  J  WiUiam  Godden  being  Scke  and  weake,  but  of 
Sound  memory  and  understanding,  Do  vpon  the  9***  day  of  the  i  a***  m* 
comonly  called  febr.  1663.  Do  make  and  constitute  my  last  Will  & 
testament  in  mann'  foUowing. 

To  Mary,  the  witness,  wife  of  Samuel  Blanchard,  he  gave 
fifteen  pounds  in  money,  "  if  it  may  be  found  of  my  estate  in 
New  England,  or  else  to  be  made  vp  15^*  of  the  best  of  my 
estate  in  any  place  where  it  is  due  to  mee  in  New  England, 
where  shee  please  or  in  what  shee  please.'*  To  Mary,  the  wife 


dence.  In  1652,  being,  as  he  wrote, 
'*at  present  in  Nuingland  but  leav- 
ing the  land,"  he  left  the  value  of 
sixteen  pounds  in  the  hands  of  Ralph 
Shepard  of  Maiden ;  ^  and  about  the 
same  time  he  witnessed,  with  Ralph 


1  Midd»  CmrtHlts,  1O66,  xv.  4. 
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of  Thomas  Skinner  of  Maiden,  aad  to  Simon  Meliens  and 
Thomas  liarrucc  he  also  made  devises.  There  were  sums  of 
money  due  liim  from  Edward  VViar  and  William  £gar,  Scotch- 
men, and  James  Green,  amounting  to  two  pounds  and  two 
shillings,  which  he  set  apart,  —  "  all  w*''  money  is  to  be  payd  to 
my  Excccuto",  these  money*  is  to  be  disposed  for  my  buriall, 
Also  J  give  to  the  foure  y*  cary  me  to  my  grave  2'  a  peece,  to 
be  payd  by  my  Excecutors."    For  the  rest,  he  says:  — 

my  debts  and  fon'all  charges  first  discounted,  J  give  the  remainder 
of  my  estate  that  can  any  way  be  found  in  New  lilngland,  by  bill,  bond, 

or  otherwise  due  to  mee,  J  say  J  give  the  remainder  of  my  cHtaic  to  be 
disposed  of  for  ihc  schooluig  of  the  I'oore  i  luldren  of  chariest owne,  & 
Mauldon,  into  equall  pporccoiis  to  be  payd  by  the  direccon  of  the 
Select  men  of  each  Towne,  under  their  hands  to  my  Excecuto^ 

His  friend,  Samuel  Blanchard,  and  another  whom  he  might 
choose  were  made  executors.  In  March,  l665,,,  he  was  found 
drowned ;  *  and  soon  after  Sannicl  Hhuichard,  having  proved 
the  will  as  executor,  brou^'ht  a  suit  af^Miiist  Ralph  Shcpard  for 
the  sixteen  jxiunds  which  he  owed  in  1 652.  What  benefit  the 
poor  children  of  Charlestown  and  Maiden  received  from  the 
good  intention^  of  William  Guddcn  is  neither  a  n>attcr  of 
record  nor  of  tradition.  Only  the  fact  remain^  that  hi>  n  unc  is 
the  first  connected  with  the  idea  of  free  education  in  Maiden. 

It  may  be  sup[)osctl  that  a  school  of  some  kind,  humble 
though  it  may  ha\c  been,  was  established  here  at  an  early  day; 
but  no  knowledge  of  such  a  foundation  has  come  to  us  of  a 
date  earlier  than  December  19,  1671.  when 

MaiiMon  Being  presented  by  the  Grand  fnrv  for  not  h:iueing  a 
schoolem'.  Capt.  \\  ayte  appeared  in  Court  and  declared  they  were  now 
Supplyetl  according  to  law,  and  is  discharged  the  p'sentm  paying  fees 
of  Court.' 

No  other  reference  to  educational  matters  is  found  prior  to 
April  I,  1691,  when  this  simple  entry  in  the  town  records  — 

*  "  [March  10.  i66'b.]     Beinge  Jn-  and  a  copy  b  in  MtJJ.  Court  Files,  1666. 

formed  that  William  Gudwin  is  Lately  xt.  4,  with  papers  relating  to  the  case 

drowned."    Midif.  Prchatt  Files,  in  tee*,  with  Ralph  Shepard.    The  inventOiy 

Godden's  original  will,  with  other  pa-  shows  .1  b.ilaiue  of /'t 22  i6s.  id. 

pers,  ia  in  Aiidd.  Proiate  Fiiett  in  l«€o;  ^  iJtdd.  Cwrt  Kttm-di,  lii.  13. 
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*'  Ezekicl  Jenkins  continuing  to  be  the  Townes  Scoule  Master," 
proves  that  the  school  had  not  ceased  to  exist.  In  i69;?3  ^ 
chaiv^c  of  rule  is  indicated  by  an  entry  as  concise  as  the  first  — 
"John  Sprague  jtin':  Schoolmaster."  At  the  annual  meeting, 
March  8,  169^' 7,  another  change  was  made,  and  "John  Mouiten 
[was]  chose  Scool-master."  Moulton  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Moulton,  who  settled  on  the  northerly  bank  of  tlie  South  River 
near  the  island  whicli  bears  his  name.  He  accompanied  or 
followed  his  brotlier-in-law,  Thomas  Mitchell,  lo  I  ciuaqiiid, 
where  he  was  in  1682,  and  wlicrc  they  appear  to  liavc  betlled  as 
traders  alcMi^'  the  eastern  coast.  They  returned  to  Maiden,  per- 
haps after  tlie  destruction  of  Pcmaquid  in  1689,  where  John 
Moulton  died,  .April  8,  1707,  aged  about  scvent\'-six  years. 
His  rccomniendation  as  a  teacher  may  have  been  the  acquire- 
ments which  a  mariner  had  gained  in  trade  and  navit^ation,  or 
the  availability  of  an  old  man  with  little  or  nothing  to  do.  His 
rule  was  of  short  duration,  and  the  next  year  John  Sprague  was 
again  "  chose  Scool-master."  As  lie  was  chosen  to  be  the 
town  clerk  at  the  same  meeting,  he  became  responsible  for  the 
orthography  of  the  record.  At  a  meeting  held  a  few  montlis 
later,  the  choice  was  confirmed  by  the  f(jllowing  vote:  — 

[August  24,  1 699. J  John  Sprague  chose  scoolmaistar  for  this  i)res- 
ant  yeer :  or  for  one  yeer.  jt  js  left  to  y*  seleot-men  to  agree  with  him 
what  he  shall  haue  for  his  jncurigment  to  keep  scool  for  one  yeer. 

The  "jncurigment"  whicli  he  received  and  the  length  of  his 
service  at  this  time  may  be  matters  for  conjectttre ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  town  soon  became  lax  in  the  performance  of  its 
duties  and  allowed  the  school  to  cease  for  a  while.  At  a  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  held  at  Charlestown,  Decem- 
ber 26,  I /Of, — 

M-rldnn  SH"rtmen  appearing  to  ans'  their  p'srntiiV  fur  y"  want  of  n 
Schoolina^ici  iV>r  \vritiag  and  Re.ndinsf  JnfnrnK  ii  the  Court  y'  they  li.uie 
agreed  w"*  John  Sprague  till  next  March.  I'iie  Court  accept  him.  are 
dismist  paying  flTees.* 

Thus  reminded  of  the  law  and  the  penalty  of  its  evasion  by  a 
power  which  commanded  respect,  the  town  at  its  annual  meet- 
*  Midd.  Court  Xetordt  —  Cetteral  Ststi^nt^  in  loa. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  TOWN  SCHOOL. 


603 


tng  passed  a  vote,  the  record  of  which  is  the  most  definite  of 
any  which  had  yet  been  made  in  relation  to  education. 

[March  4,  170)2.]  John  Sprague  is  cho^e  scool-niarsur  for  y  yeer 
jnsuing  To  learn  Children  &  youth  to  Keed  and  wright  and  to  Refme- 
tick  acording  to  his  best  Skill.  And  he  js  to  have  ten  pounds  paid 
htm  by     town  for  his  pains.   I'he  scool  js  to  be  free  for  all  y*  Inhabit 

tants  of  this  town  :  and  to  be  kept  at  foure  severall  places  at  foure 
severall  times  one  quartar  of  a  yeer  jn  a  place  :  In  such  places  whar 
those  five  men  shall  apoint,  namly :  Lent  Henery  Green,  Leut  John 
Line,  Lemuell  Jenkins,  Tho  Okes  And  Nathaniell  Upham :  who  are 
chose  by  y*  town  for  y*  purpose. 

Tfie  school  was  kept  in  such  convenient  houses  as  could  be 
procured  in  the  several  neighborhoods;  but  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  a  location  central  to  the  whole  town  was  chosen,  and  it 
was  **  voted  that  y*  scool  shall  be  kept  jn  y"  watch-hous  for  this 
yeere."  A  week  later,  both  the  teaclicr  and  the  place  were 
changed,  the  following  record  being  made :  — 

[March  8,  1 70^.]  by  a  note  Ezeckiel  Jenkins  js  chose  scoolmastar 
for  this  presnnt  yeer :  and  The  Scoole  to  be  Kept  at  his  one  hoos :  he 
js  to  haue  3  pounds  for    yeer :  and  y*  befitit  of  y*  scoUars. 

The  benefit  of  the  scholars,  or  rather  the  teacher's  benefit* 
was  that  advant^  which  the  master  might  derive  from  the 
light  manual  labor  which  scholars  in  country  schools  performed 
during  their  leisure  moments  down  to  a  time  almost  within  the 
memory  of  man,  and  the  small  voluntary  fees  paid  in  kind 
which  might  be  expected  from  a  community  of  simple  country 
folk  and  farmers.  Master  Jenkins  was  rechosen  the  next  year; 
and  he  agreed  to  serve  for  "  thirty  shilings  money  and  he  to 
haue  y*  benifit  of  y*  schollars,"  which  he  enjoyed  until  his  death, 
July  30.  1705.  A  gravestone  at  Sandy  Bank  quaintly  recog- 
nizes  his  vocation  and  adds  to  the  usual  statement  of  name  and 
date  this  sympathetic  comparison  of  his  former  and  latter 
states: — "Mauldens  Late  School  Master  From  A  Painfull 
Life  Is  Gone  To  Take  His  Rest  His  Lord  Hath  Calld  Hi<» 
Who"".** 

His  successor  was  Nathaniel  Wayte,  tfie  youngest  son  of 
Captain  John  Wayte  and  the  ancestor  of  the  Waites  of  Leices- 
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ter  and  Groton.  He  was  a  weaver  as  well  as  a  schoolmaster  and 
he  became  a  selectman.  He  had  lived  in  Medford,  but  re- 
turned to  Maiden  about  1698,  when  he  bought  a  house  and  land 
of  James  Chadwick.  He  was  "chose  Scoole-master"  Septem- 
ber 7,  1 705 ;  and  the  selectmen  agreed  with  him  until  the  first 
of  March  for  twenty  shillings  and  the  usual  "benifit  of 
scoolars."  Some  irregularity  must  have  occurred  soon  after; 
for  the  town  was  again  presented  "  for  not  haueing  a  School- 
master according  to  Law.**  The  selectmen  appeared  at 
Charlestown  and  "  made  answer  that  they  are  provided  with  a 
Schoolmaster  &  he  is  in  actuall  Service  w^  them.  The  Court 
accepting  of  theire  Answer  they  are  dismist  paying  fees."* 

Nathaniel  Wayte  was  continued  in  his  office  by  a  vote  passed 
at  the  next  annual  meeting,  March  4,  170^  but  some  trouble 
soon  arose.  At  a  meeting  held  in  May  it  was  "  voted  ^  Jona- 
than Sprague  and  Lent  Henety  Green  shall  be  men  To  agre 
with  natt  waite  for  his  beeing  a  scoolmaster  this  yeer.  The  sd 
Waite  Refused  to  agree  with  them."  After  a  little  delay,  dur- 
ing which  it  was  "  voted  y*  Isaac  hill  and  Sam"  Waite  Sen'  shall 
Goe  to  mrs  wigglesworth  to  Se  whether  Shee  will  jmproue  y* 
parsonag  land  this  yttx  and  what  she  will  Giue  for  it,"  the 
teacher  or  the  town  became  more  compliant;  and  it  was  "  voted 
y*  nathaniell  waite  shall  haue  twenty  shilings  for  his  beeing  a 
scoolmaster  this  presant  yeer  and  he  to  haue  y*  befifit  of  y* 
scolers.  And  y*  s**  Waite  exepted."  A  week  later,  at  a  stormy 
meeting  held  in  relation  to  church  affairs,  the  schoolmaster  was 
put  to  use,  it  being  recorded  that "  natt  waite  [was]  jmproued 
as  a  moderator." 

Master  Wayte  was  continued  as  '*townes  Scoolmaster" 
until  May  11,  1708,  when  the  town  "  noted  ]<:^^  Sprague  Scool- 
master for  this  preasent  yeare ;  "  but  the  latter  seems  to  have 
preferred  solid  payment  rather  than  the  customary  "  benifet  '* 
of  the  pupils.    At  a  meeting  held  ten  days  later,  it  was 

uoted  whether  the  Town  will  alow  John  Sprague  aight  pound  for  this 
present  year  to  Be  the  Towns  Scolmaster  and  the  note  pased  on  the 
negitife 

*  AfiUV.  Cowrt  Rnvrit"  Gttitrvl  SftstMs,  December  11, 170s. 
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twted  nathanell  Wayt  to  Be  the  Tmms  scolma^ter  for  this  yeaie  if 

the  Town  niul  he  cnne  ngree  upon  termes. 

uoteil  That  it  is  Left  to  the  select  men  to  agree  with  nat  wayt  for  his 
Being  a  scolmasler  for  tliis  year. 

The  selectmen  met  at  the  house  of  Lieutenant  Henry  Green 
in  due  ttme»  when  they  made  a  town  rate  of  ten  pounds,  eight 
shillings,  and  tenpence,  '*  in  Referance  to  Bearing  a  part  of  the 
charge  of  Reparing  the  Batery  in  charlstown,"  and  "  allso  agreed 
with  nathanell  wayt  to  Be  the  Towns  Scolmastcr  for  This  year 
insuing  and  for  his  labor  to  haue  i".  15*.  &  mony  and  the 
Benifet  of  the  Scolers."  The  benefit  of  the  scholars  may  have 
proved  of  more  value  than  was  anticipated ;  for  a  teacher  was 
found  the  next  year  who  required  less  money  of  the  town  than 
was  received  by  his  predecessor.  This  was  Jacob  Wilson,  who 
was  *'  chose  Scoolmastar,"  April  27,  1709,  *'  for  y«  yecr  ensuing 
to  lam  children  To  Reed  and  to  wright  and  Refmetick  —  and 
he  js  to  haue  2  shilings  paid  him  by  y*  town:  and  he  js  to  haue 
y*  benefit  of  y*  Scoolars." 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  at  this  time  the  people  of  Mai- 
den were  not  mindful  of  the  blessin:4s  of  tlic  comnion  school; 
that  their  expenditures  were  sparingly  made  ;  and  that  they 
shirked  their  duty  often  and  as  long  as  the  troublesome  and 
sometimes  inquisitorial  Court  of  General  Sessions  allowed.  At 
a  meeting  held  May  22,  17IO,  "by  A  vote  SamucU  Wilson  Js 
chose  Schoolmastar  for  This  town  jf  y*  Town  antl  he  can  Agree 
Upon  Terms ;  "  and  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  treat  with 
him  and  "  bring  Report  Therof  To  y*  Town  meting  afur  lecture 
on  wensday  next."  The  selectmen  failed  to  make  an  agree- 
ment; and  at  a  meeting  held  two  weeks  later,  "  moscs  hill  js 
chose  Scoolm.istar  for  y*  yeer  jnsuing  and  he  excepts  and  will 
sarue  for  y*  benefit  of  y*  scoolars."  Moscs  I  Till  may  have  found 
the  effort  to  obtain  a  livelihood  from  the  benefit  of  the  scholars 
an  irksome  one,  and  he  soon  relinquished  it,  if,  indeed,  he  had 
ever  taken  it  up.  In  less  than  a  month  the  town  was  again 
presented  by  the  grand  jury,  viith  the  result  indicated  in  the 
following  extract :  — 
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[At  Charlestown,  luly  3.  17  to.]  The  Select  men  of  Maiden  appear- 
ing in  Court  to  answc'  >  '  [I'sentment  for  not  haueing  a  gramar  School  as 
the  Law  directs,  ami  1  Ahibiiing  a  List  of  }'*  Inhabitants  ab'  y  number 
as  y'  Law  requires,  but  many  of  them  being  needy  rather  than  Capable 
of  Supporting  a  gramar  Sdiod  The  Coittt  Do  Dismiss  them  far  the 
p^seot  as  to  a  gramar  School,  and  order  them  to  provide  them  selues 
of  a  good  able  sufficient  Schoolmaster  to  teach  their  Children  to  write 
and  Read,  and  make  theire  report  to  y«  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  theire  so  doing  w'l!  name  of  y*  p'son  so  prouided  are  dismiss  pay- 
ing fees.* 

A  iistofy  Jamiiies  /  bares  pubiique  charges  Jn  maiden* 


I  m^  parsons 

31  I  t  rasGiouer 

2  Js.iac  Hill 

32  John  Green 

3  inosc'b  Hill 

'1*1           i  - 

33  1  ho  ( ircen 

4  John  Wilson 

34  will  Green 

5  I.«tt*ne«hali 

■n  *  a       M  a 

35  Rtchaidnpham 

6  Tho  newhall 

36  Tho  upham 

7  Gersham  Hils 

37  natt  Euens 

8  natt  upham  jon' 

38  natt  euens  jutf 

9  petar  Tufts 

.->               H  m 

39  Sam"  waiton 

10  natt  waitc 

40  JouiUhan  barrit 

II  daniell  newhall 

41  Eben:  Harndall 

12  sam"  waitejun' 

42  phmes  upham  jun' 

13  Tbos  waite  jtra' 

43  James  upham 

14  Jonathan  Sprague 

44  John  wilkenson 

15  F./.eckill  jcnkins 

45  John  pratt  jun' 

16  Lemuell  Jenkins 

46  Leu'  Green 

17  daniel  Floyd 

47  Sam!'  Green 

18  Edmond  Chambarlin 

48  Joseph  Green 

19  Richard  pratt 

49  daniell  Green 

so  Tho  pratt 

50  Tho  burditt  [jun'} 

21  I  em  Jt-nkins 

5 1  phines  Sprague 

22  S  un'  C.reen 

52  williim  Sir^cTnt 

23  William  wait 

53  Jonathan  Knower 

24  Sam"  waite 

54  John  Greenland 

95  Jose  Line 

55  James  Houey 

s6  John  Une 

56  Steuen  Lerebe 

27  Cap'  Line 

57  Simon  Grouer 

2S  I  ho  Line 

58  Thomas  Waite 

29  S;im"  howard 

59  John  mtidi^ 

30  Sam '  J'rrccn 

60  Tho.  burditt 

*  JIftdt/.  Cmtrt  Rectrii  —  Geturai  Setstfiiu,  in  Airw. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  TOWN  SCHOOL. 


607 


61 

Jose  Lam  son 

79  natt  upham 

62 

Jamtb  whiuemorc 

80  Jacob  Wilson 

63 

Tho  okes 

81  John  huchcuson 

64 

John  Green 

83  Richard  dextar 

nathaaieU  nicols 

83  Sam"  Green 

66 

Abr.ihain  Skbcr 

84  Lanard  drownd 

67 

'I'lu)  jtarknr 

85  wiMiam  Orecn 

68 

ben:  uhitiomore 

86  John  pratt 

69 

Tho  bkinar 

87  Ednrard  Sprague 

70 

ben  hils 

88  JoseTownxen 

7" 

natt  Wilson 

89  Jona:  Howard 

7* 

James  hanieO 

90  Sam"  Sprague 

73 

jonn  otirgcant 

9 1  oaiTi  oprague  Jim 

74 

^"^1^"    T^tl /^l"  T>^ 

.~ani    L)iK  Kiiain 

Q2    JUnn  uCXuTi 

75 

puiUCa  UplMlU 

93  jonn  iuzuk-K 

70 

Jose  balden 

94  Jacob  winsled 

77 

James  molten 

95  Jonathan  Sargeant 

78 

obadiah  Jenkins 

96  John  upham 

Tho  dttoell 

wiUiam  Teel 

Tho  Grouer 

wido  Sayes 

Tho  degree 

Zachriah  HUl 

Goodwife  Holloway/ 

Constrained  by  the  order  of  the  Court,  the  town  held  an  inel^ 
fectual  meeting,  July  12,  when  the  following  votes  were  passed. 

nathanieU  waite  chose  Scoolmastar  voted  y*  y"  Scool  shall  be  Remoued 
jnto  3  parts  of  y*  Fown  —  The  first  half  yeer  jn  y  center  —  and  one 
quartar  jn  y*  southwardly  end  And  one  quarter  jn  y*  nothardly  end  of 
y=  Town.  The  Town  not  Agreeing  To  y*  s' waits  propesitions;  And 
adjoruil  1  he  meting  To  fry(iay  next  4  of  y*  clock  aftamoon. 

[Adjournment,  July  14.]  ro/r//  y'  y*  man  y'  js  chose  to  be  Scool- 
mastar shall  be  Scoolmastar  jf  y*  Town  and  he  can  agree  upon  Terms : 
vols  was  calld  for  jn  And  Thomas  pols  of  boston  was  chose  Scool- 
mastar for  y*  yeer  ensuing. 

'  AfiiM.Cturf  files,  ]\xly,  171a  Thb       It  was  enacted  in  169*  that  town* 

list,  on  which  the  sclcLtmeti  rested  their  having  uik-  IiuiidrLcl  fninili-j-  nr  fuxise- 

plea*  is  interesting  not  only  as  giving  holders  should  maintain  a  grammar 

the  names  of  the  ninety-six  heads  of  school  and  employ  as  a  teachw  *  tone 

families  ill  r7to,  Imt  also  .vs  showing,'  in  di'.rrtft  persoti  of  good  convrr-nrinn, 

a  general  way  their  relative  locations  in  well  instructed  in  the  tonguei»-  '  The 

the  town.  ITie  seven  names  which  are  town  escaped  fay  showing  that  seven  of 

unntiiiiV>crf:d  are  of  those  luifrirtunaJc  the  Iic.ids  of  it<i  ore  hundred  and  three 

individuals  who  were  too  poor  to  t)car  families  were  needy  persons, 
the  burden  of  town  charge  They  were 
the  town's  poor  of  that  time. 
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The  election  of  Thomas  Pols  failed  to  supply  a  teacher  and 
another  meeting  was  held  September  8,  with  the  following 
result. 

voted  ^  Tber  Shall  be  3  men  chose  to  make  clioice  of  a  scootmastar 
At^d  To  agree  with  him  to  same  y*  Town  from  this  time  tmtUl  y*  first  of 

march  following. 

This  may  sartifie  whome  jt  may  consarn  y'  we  y  subscribars  haiie 
agreed  with  John  Sprague  to  be  y"'  Towns  Scoolmastar  untill  y*-  first  ot 
march  next  ensuing  this  date  maiden  Sep  y*  9:  1710 

Henery  Green 
Jose  Line 
natm  upham 

Even  John  Sprague  failed,  in  the  end,  to  accept  the  office  of 
"y«  Towns  Scoolmastar;  "  and  with  the  fear  of  the  Court  upon 
them,  the  voters  met  again,  November  20,  and  chose  the  five 
selectmen,  with  Joseph  Lynde  and  Samuel  Sprague,  as  a  com- 
mittee to  '*  prouide  a  Scoolmastar  Acording  To  cort  order  for 
y«  benefit  of  This  Town."  At  the  same  time  it  was  "  vokd  y '  y« 
sum  of  money  which  comitie  shall  Agree  for  to  giuc  y*"  scool- 
mastar for  his  saruic  As  a  scoolmastar  jn  This  town  town  will 
pay  y  money."  Two  weeks  later  the  town  voted  to  bear  the 
charges  of  a  journey  to  Ipswich  "to  endeuor  to  atain  m^  Sam" 
wigglesworth  to  be  Schoolmastar  for  this  town  —  or  who  els 
they  shall  prcuaile  with."  The  journey  was  fruitful  of  good 
results;  and  John  Greenland,  as  town  clerk  and  one  of  the 
committee  who  rode  to  Ipswich  in  the  service  of  popular  edu> 
cation  or  to  escape  the  wrath  of  the  Court  of  Genera]  Sessions* 
made  the  following  entry  in  the  town  record. 

Dec  y«  6:      John  Greenland  and  John  dexiar  beeing  sent  bv  v'  abott- 
said  comitie  went  To  Ipswich  and  Agreead  with  ui'  xumu-il 
wigglesworth  to  be  Schoolmastar  ibr    Town  of  maiden  for  y'  space  of 
six  months. 

The  service  was  to  commence  January  i.  1710/^;  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term  of  six  months,  the  teacher  was  to  receive  the 
sum  of  sixteen  pounds  and  ten  shilh'ngs  in  money.  A  few  fla\  s 
later  the  selectmen  again  appeared  before  the  C  ourt,  "  Kxhibit- 
ing  a  note  under  y«  hand  of  m"^  Sam"  Wigglesworth,"  and  their 
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report  being  accepted  they  were  dismissed.  The  town  had 
learned  a  lesson  of  the  Court  and  thereafter  a  stated  provision 
by  town  rates  was  made  for  the  school  and  nothing  more  is 
heard  of  the  "  benifet  of  y*  scoolars,"  Before  the  new  teacher 
began  his  term,  it  was  "  voted  y'  y*  Schoole  shall  be  kept  y*  first 
four  months  jn  m'  parsons  hous  And  then  y*  School  shall  be 
Remoued  jnto  sum  hous  Towards  y*  north  end  of  The  Town  y* 
othar  Two  months."  The  first  town  rate  for  the  support  of 
a  school  was  made  by  the  selectmen,  February  23, 1710/it  iot  the 
amount  of  eig;htcen  pounds  and  twopence. 

Sannicl  W'igglcsworth,  who  was  probably  the  first  public 
school  teacher  in  Maiden  who  possessed  a  liberal  education, 
was  the  youngest  child  of  the  Rev.  Michael  Wigglcsworth  and 
wife,  the  "  servant  mayd,"  Martha.  He  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1707,  and  remained  at  Cambridge,  pursuing 
his  studies,  two  j-cars  lonf^er;  after  which,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  his  father,  he  studied  medicine,  more  perhaps  as  a 
fellow-student  than  as  a  pupil,  with  Or  Thomas  Graves  of 
Charlestown,  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Suj^erior  Court,  who  had 
married  S\bil,  the  daughter  of  his  stepmother,  Sybil  Avery, 
the  thud  wife  of  Michael  W'igglesworth.  In  171O  he  removed 
to  Ipswich  Hamlet,  where  the  messengers  of  Maiden  found  him 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  intended  profession.  On  his 
return  to  his  nati\e  town  he  began  the  study  of  theology;  and 
the  vote  whicli  has  been  cited,  by  which  the  school  was  ordered 
to  be  kept  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Parsons  a  portion  of  the  time, 
may  indicate  that  the  parsonage  was  the  temporary  home  of 
Mr.  VVigglesworth  and  that  his  new  studies  were  pursued  under 
the  direction  of  its  master. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  scholastic  labors  of  Maiden 
were  exhausti\c  of  time  or  strength.  Certainly  they  could  not 
have  severely  tried  the  resources  of  a  colK  gc  graduate,  even 
of  that  day,  linuted  us  was  the  curricnlnm  of  the  school  to  a 
knouKdge  of  letters,  reading  in  a  monotonous  tone,  simple 
cijjhcring.  and  the  art  of  making  possible  pothooks  with  im- 
practicable quills.    Like  his  father  the  new  teacher  became 


**Mauldcns  Physician;"  and  his  account  book,  which  is  pre- 
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served,  in  that  of  a  country  doctor  whose  patients  were  poorer 
than  his  practice.  His  usual  price  for  a  visit  was  sixpence, 
and  his  accounts  were  carefully  kept,  as  became  a  school- 
master; but  many  a  debit  still  remains  to  be  offset  in  the  final 
settlement.^ 

Notwithstanding  the  vote  which  had  been  passed  in  1710,  the 
school  appears  to  have  been  kept  but  six  months  of  the  year, 
which  may  have  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  Court  but  did 
not  answer  those  of  the  law.  At  the  close  of  171 1  !Mr.  W  ig- 
glesworth  was  engaged  for  a  second  term  of  six  months ;  and 
it  was 

Voted  'I  hcr  shall  be  sixteen  pounds  money  Rais '  for  To  pay  y*  school- 
niastar  namly  m'  VVis^gkswortli,  ami  I  hat  y*  school  shall  be  kept  4 
months  jn  y  body  of  1  own  And  Two  mouths  at  y°  northwardly  end 
of  s**  town. 

Mr.  Wigglesworth  preached  his  first  sermon,  January  20, 
i/i'/a*  ^'^  the  dose  of  his  second  term  he  was  invited  to 
remove  to  Dracut  as  a  preacher,  where  he  remained  a  year  and 
received  two  unanimous  calls  to  a  permanent  settlement,  which 
he  declined,  A  few  months  preaching  at  Groton  followed,  and 
he  returned  to  Ipswich,  where  he  was  ordained  as  the  first 


'  The  account  book  of  Samuel 
Wiggleswortli  Is  preserved  in  the  li- 

brnry  of  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society.  His  accounts  as 
•  phy»idui  are  with  people  in  Ipswich 
and  if  vicinity  until  his  removal  to 
Maiden  in  171 1,  The  untiics  rcluliivg 
to  his  practice  here  give  valuable  hints 
relating  to  places  of  resiidencei  relation- 
ships, and  other  conditions.  William 
'i'ecle  \vus  a  debitor  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-su  shiilings  and  eleven  pence» 
and  the  only  p.tyinenl  which  appears  to 
have  been  made  was  five  shilli;ii^^  "paid 
me  by  his  wife."  An  item  in  this  ac- 
count is  "To  a  visit  6*  with  a  pain  Eat- 
ing inedecine  for  himself  Deliv  '  l>v  me 
1.6.  a  2.0."  "  Natlha"  NicoU  of  Mal- 
don**  was  charged  two  thilHnga  for  a 
visit  and  "an  Eye  water."  Thnmas 
Dunhill,  whose  acquaintance  we  have 
mtiea^  made  amoQg  the  town^  poor  as 


Thomas  liunnell,  the  bellman  and 
giave^igger,  owed  four  shillinge,  which 

were  never  paid;  and  William  Tccle 
cuHlrattcd  an  additional  indebtedness  of 
ten  shillings  and  eightpence  for  hb 
daughter  Alug.iil,  wlii.jh  ua-^  nnlv  par- 
tially offstt  by  a  pdyuitiu  uf  two  shil- 
lings and  sixpence,  also  made  by  feds 
wife.  Deacon  John  Grtenland  was 
charged  "for  his  negro  wench,"  and 
••Uvnard"  Drown  "for  bis  black 
child." 

Dr.  Wigglesworth,  about  this  time, 
was  improving  the  acquaintance  of  his 
future  wife.  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Brintnall  of  W{nni«(immet :  and  It  may 

have  been  by  his  influence  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  town  records,"  in  yare  1712 
xie  John  Brintnall  sener  Did  giue  to  y« 

Town  of  maldon  forty  shilllnKs  in  glasc- 
ing  of  y<:  meeting  tiouse  &  parsonag 
bouse." 
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pastor  of  the  Hamlet  Parish,  now  Hamilton,  October  27,  1714. 
Here,  ministering,  as  had  his  father,  to  "  Son!  and  Body  Two," 
he  labored  hfty-four  years,  showing  many  oi  the  paternal  traits 
of  mind  and  character,  and  becoming,  like  the  parent,  to  be 
esteemed  and  beloved,  not  only  by  his  own  tlock  but  by  those 
of  neighboring  and  distant  churches.  Exhausted  by  his  labors 
and  worn  by  increasing  botiily  infirmities,  he  died  Septem- 
ber 3,  1768,  in  the  eightieth  >  ear  of  his  age,  leaving  a  reputa- 
tion "  as  a  talented  writer  and  a  devoted  minister,"  whose  life 
had  been  passed  "  in  prescribing  for  ills  of  the  body  as  well 
as  of  the  soul,"  and  who  "applied  his  abilities,  influence, 
and  opportunities,  as  one  who  was  to  render  an  impartial 
account."  • 

There  was  yet  another  inherited  trait  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Wigglesworth  which  claims  attention  here.  The  poetic  faculty 
which  he  possessed,  hidden  and  perhaps  stilled  as  it  became 
under  the  weight  of  his  severer  professional  studies  and  duties, 
bore  more  of  refined  imagination  and  graceful  thought  than  can 
be  found  in  the  rude  and  rugged  rhymes  of  the  author  of  the 
Day  of  Doom.  It  was  while  he  was  at  Charlestown,  engaged 
in  his  medical  studies,  that  he  sung  his  first  and  last  known 
song,  a  funeral  one  upon  the  death  of  a  dear  friend.  With  its 
gentle  imaginings  and  tender  complaints,  repressed  and  ob- 
scured by  an  imperfect  diction  and  halting  measure,  it  is  still 
a  gem  of  [)rice  in  spite  of  its  faulty  setting.  The  search 
through  the  material  universe  for  the  lost  one  and  the  sudden 
thought  of  the  futility  of  the  "  fond  delusions'*  are  well  con- 
ceived and  expressed  with  spirit.  Then  the  reality  of  tfie 
stern  and  relentless  spirit,  Death,  which  has  taken  his  friend 
from  the  living  world  and  holds  him  afar  be3^nd  the  reach  of 
his  afl'ection,  strikes  him  with  a  force  that  seems  to  take  away 
the  power  of  utterance  and  enas  his  funeral  song.  A  moment, 
and  then,  as  if  all  human  sensibilities  n'ere  joined  in  one  ex- 
quisite burst  of  pathos,  he  adds  the  "dainty  music"  of  the  epi- 
taph which  closes  the  piece. 

*  ¥tM,  Niiiory  of /pjwckf  EsseXtand  Sketch  0/  tkt  Wigglesworth  Family ^  ia 
HamiltCH,  279-282.  Harris,  GemaU^gitid  MS. 
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A  FuNERALL  Song. 


Defeated  to  y  memory  of  M'  NatM'  Clarke,  Master  of  Arts  In 
Har-card  CoUei!\;i- ;  who  departed}''  Life  in  a  V^O^  frOM  Great 
Brittaine  to  New  Eng,    JJOg.  Aged 


I.  Vain  poet's  license  now  if  thou  can'st  Soar 
Above  mount  SinaVs  top,  'bove  things  reveal'd, 
I'lit  on  y«  winged  morn  and  Speed  amain. 
Where  Inoeate  Eternity's  conceal'd. 

a.  Fancy  thy  Self  Shott  through  th'  Etherial  WQfldf 
Translated  from  thy  Clay  amid'st  y<  Seat* 
Of  brightest  Angels  mighty  Seraphim 
Of  Thrones,  Dominions,  Priiices.  Potentate*. 

3.  Find  there  a  Saint  in  milk  white  robes  a]Tay*d, 

CloathVl  with  y'  Sun,  adom'd  with  grace  andloMp 
Who  not  long  Since  bad  y^  vile  world  adeiUt 
To  Fill  y*  number  of  y<  Choir  above. 

4.  Tell  bim  who  now  is  glorified  above, 

How  riviitet*  of  tean  have  dtrown'd  oar  Eyeii 

Our  hopes  are  all  thrown  overboard  with  hiiOf 
Our  tumid  tlioughts  becalmed  in  a  Surprise. 

5.  Put  on  thv  f;r.iccs,  court  y  Soul 
To  a  relapse  of  things;  with  all  thy  might 
Sing  an  Encomium  of  Terieatiall  Joyes, 
Ttj  if  thon  canst  recall  iier  winged  flight 

&  At  least  ascend  and  ▼icw    orbs  above, 

See  where  He  pit  rcM  IlL  iv'ns  powd'l^  CaaopJ, 
Perhaps  bis  soul  left  her  idea  there. 
Or  stopt  to  hear  y<  Sphericlt  Harmony. 

7.  Behold     Starr)-  train  those  rolling  lamps 
That  bum  fierce  Anthems  to  th'  Etemall  light. 

Number  thi<^r-  morning  sons  and  find  him  there. 
Look  look  and  sec  him  with  Extream  delight 

8.  Warbling  divine^t  nir>  and  "shotitin^  forth 
Loud  liallelujahs  to  th'  Immortal  King, 

The  God  whose  breath  First  formed  y«  Hcav'nly  Hosts, 
And  quick'ning  gave  to  every  living  thing. 

91.  Descend  my  sool  to  y«  Elysian  bow'rs 

Th'  iitviginary  --h.idcs-  where  up  and  down 
The  blessed  (i hosts  do  rove  and  pass  y"^  hours. 
In  grateful!  (Mistimes  till  th*  Elemall  dawn. 

10.  Trace  every  verdant  grove,  each  flow'ry  bank, 
Whose  wanton  edges  curt  y*  Silver  Streans ; 

Search  every  silent  prott.  rarh  pcncpfnll  vale, 
Each  circling  walk  in  those  Enamel  d  greens. 
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11.  Ask  all  7*  rand  pow'in  uid  infaot  swains 

That  range  in  those  luxurious  paths  of  bUss 
Ask  if  or  no  a  comly  guiule  Youth 
Has  flown  <rf  late  into  their  patadlse. 

12.  But  hold  fraill  Mortall,  aiay  thy  restless  ilight, 
Do'st  think  thou  can'st  by  soeareliing  find  ontGodf 

Lul  his  p  u  illloii  is  in  darkne&s  sett, 

The  t^leav'n  ui  iieav'ns  it  Knows  not  his  abode. 


13.  No,  no,  my  Muse  re!inqu!sh  those  vain  toyc^ 
And  tond  DeluMuus  uf  liljsiura, 

There  is  no  Heaven  but  what's  above  Stan* 
Mor  raiddie  state  'twUty*  and  y<  to  Come. 

14.  The  world  of  Spirits  is  scituate  beyond 

The  Kenn  of  thy  Dim  opticks,  and  their  joyes 
As  far  remov'd  and  unapproach'd  by  thee, 
As  Heavenly  Dainties  are  from  Earthly  toyea. 

15.  When  once  cold  Death  hath  chill'd  y*"  fluid  naass, 
And  aoatch'd  blast  which  fann's  y  vitall  flames 
The  Soul  expires  to  him  y*  Did  inspire  it, 

And  never  sees  Corruption  again. 

16.  Learn  hence  y  mortals  how  an  angiy  Foe» 
Learn  How  a  Lawless,  Tearless  Enemy 
Murders  us  with  an  unrelenting  hand. 

And  reape  impartial!  both  y<  Green  and  D17. 

17.  He  shrinks  not  att     manly  grace, 

See  Here  He  rudely  takes  their  breath. 
See.  see  y«  valiant  loul  gives  place 
Unto  all  Conqu'riog  time  and  Death. 


EPITAPH. 

Add  one  kind  drop  unto  his  watry  tomb, 
Weepy  relenting  I  ^e-  .-iml  Ears, 
See  Death  himself  could  not  refrjin, 
but  Buried  him  in  tears. 

ALIUD. 

Flete  Cleri  mortem,  mortem  cujus  ipsa  flevit  Mon» 
Non  jacet  in  tumulo,  Sed  jacet  in  Lacrymis. 

S.  WlGGLSSWORTIL 

CharieatowQ.  Aug*.  I5,i709.>* 


During  the  second  term  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  in  Maiden  the 
townsfolk  began  to  consider  the  matter  of  building  a  school 

»o  N.  E.Hiit.  and  (Jeneal.  Regiiter,  iv.  S9-90.  Cf.  Tyler,  Hithiy  0/  American 
ZAkwAwv,  ii.  35-58. 
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house,  which,  important  as  it  was,  was  apparently  the  occasion 
of  as  great  a  local  excitement  as  the  hotly  contested  questions 
relating  to  the  location  and  construction  of  school  buildings  in 
recent  years.    At  a  meeting  held  May  i8,  171 1, 

Jt  was  put  lo  vote  whether  Town  would  buld  a  Schoolhous  and 
set  jt  on  y'  Towns  land  on  west  side  of  y*  way  ouer  against  )•*  wach- 
hous.  And  y''  School  to  be  kept  two  thirds  of  y*  time  y*  a  Schooknas- 
tar  shall  be  jmproud  jn  y*  ^  Schook-bous  and  y*  otbar  tbifd  part  of  y* 
ttme  at  y*  notherly  end  of  The  town :  neer  or  a  mong  Y  Greens  jn  sum 
priuet  Roome  And  y*  hous  to  be  bult  at  y*  charg  of  ■f  town  and  also 
y«  chaig  of  priuet  Roome :  And  f  vote  past  on  y*  negitiue : 

Six  months  later  a  briefer  entry  In  the  records  shows  a  wiser 
action  of  the  town. 

[November  30,  1711.]  Voted  That  ther  be  a  School-bous  bait- 
Abo  voted  Y  y*  Schoolhous  shall  be  set  between  pound  and  John 
Wilsons  hous. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1 7 1  John  Greenland,  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Newhall,  Jonathan  Sprague,  and  Jacob  Wilson 
were  chosen  to  "set  out  y*"  spot  of  Ground  where  y«  school-hous 
shall  stand ; "  and  the  dimensions  of  the  proposed  building  were 
fixed  by  a  vote. 

The  first  school  house  in  Maiden  would  have  made  a  sorry 
figure  by  the  side  of  those  of  the  present  day.  It  was  neiUier 
imposing  nor  elegant.  Hardly  could  it  have  been  convenient, 
except  that  to  the  simple  farmers  of  that  day  anything  was  of 
convenience  that  afforded  a  shelter  from  the  heats  of  summer 
and  the  storms  of  winter.  It  was  **  butt  20  foots  jn  length  t6 
foots  wide  6  foot  stud  between  joints."  A  chimney,  "nere 
seven  foots  between  y*  gams,"  decreased  the  capacity  of  the 
room ;  and  when  its  spacious  "  harth "  was  blazing  with  its 
pile  of  green  logs  the  physical  discomfort  of  the  child  who  sat 
on  the  nearest  bench  could  only  have  been  equalled  by  that  of 
the  unfortunate  shiverer  who  sat  by  the  door.  Of  course,  it  was 
of  one  story  and  its  walls  were  filled  with  brick  "  to  y*  plaets,"  in 
that  good  cold-defying  fashion  which  may  yet  be  found  in  some 
old  houses,  and  which  puts  to  shame  the  shams  of  modem  con* 
struction.   It  had    two  windores  one  on  y*  South  and  y*  other 
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on  y*  Est,"  and  one  "  dower  of  plain  Boords."  That  it  was  the 
first  house  built  exclusively  for  a  school  I  have  no  doubt.  That 
no  house  was  owned  by  the  town  in  the  centre  for  that  purpose 
in  1710  is  proved  by  the  vote  in  relation  to  "  parsons  hous/' 
which  has  been  quoted.  Its  location  is  nearly  indicated  by  the 
vote  which  directed  that  it  should  be  set  between  y*  pound 
and  John  Wilsons  hous."  The  former  was  on,  or  near,  the  site 
now  occupied  b>  the  engine  house  on  Main  Street;  and  the 
house  of  John  Wilson  was  that  at  the  junction  of  the  Salem 
and  Reading  Roads,  which  his  father,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Wilson 
bought  of  Joseph  Hills  in  1679,  whose  ancient  well,  in  which 
stood  the  town  pump  of  later  days,  has  but  recently  disappeared. 
As  at  a  Inter  day  the  town  owned  a  strip  of  land  north  of  the 
pound,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  believing  that  thereon,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  great  county  road  and  the  Meilford  Road,  the  school 
house  wns  set;  and  the  arrangement  of  the  house  favors  this 
belief.  As  it  is  elsewhere  stated,  the  present  square  did  not 
th  -n  -xist,  and  the  roads  ran  together  at  a  point  nearly  opposite 
Hill's  Tavern,  which  stood  in  the  place  of  the  City  Hall. 

The  contract  with  the  '*  carpendcr,"  William  Green,  stipulated 
that  by  y*  20  of  Aprill  next  y*  woork  is  to  be  competed,  as  y* 
seson  will  alowe;  "  ^'  and  the  agreement  was  apparently  fulfilled, 
as,  at  a  meeting  held,  May  15,  1713,  it  was  voted,  "That  y* 
schoolhousc  shall  be  jmproued  for  a  wach  hous  when  ther  js  an 
ocaston  And  nott  To  disoblige  y*  school  jn  s"*  house  ataney  time." 
This  was  a  very  good  arrangement  for  the  town,  as  the  watch 
house  of  1694  was  probably  in  need  of  repairs,  and  the  school 
house  was  needed  for  its  special  purpose  but  four  months  in 
the  year. 

Mr.  Wigglcsworth's  removal  in  the  summer  of  17 12  left  the 
town  without  a  teacher ;  and  at  a  meeting  held  November  28 
in  that  year.  Deacon  John  Greenland,  Jonathan  Sprague»  and 
Jacob  Wilson  were  chosen 

to  see  if  tliay  crtn  procure  n  m:in  y'  will  serve  y-  Town  for  sume  time 
a  school  n)astcr  if  tlvat  f  Town  and  he  can  agree  and  make  Report 

"  See  the  contract  in  Fi  Crtilcnuial    buildini^     The  orii^inal  document,  witb 
Book  of  Alalddtt  185,  1S6,  to  which  1  am   others,  has  disappeared  since  i8jp. 
indebted  for  tbe  descriiMion  of  the 
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there  of  at  y*  next  Town  meeting  which  will  be  on  y*  3  day  of 
december  next. 

This  committee  failed  of  its  purpose;  and  at  the  adjourned 

meeting  it  was  voted, 

that  Left  Thomas  Newhall  &  Sam*^  Bucknam  &  Sam''  Sprague  be  a 
committe  to  procure  a  school  master  for  y*  Town  of  maiden  for  6 
mounlhs  if  he  may  be  had  and  to  agree  fully  with  him  apon  y*^  tearms 
if  he  do  not  exseed  30  pounds  per  year  and  so  propourtiable  for  less 
time  &  y*  Town  will  pay  y*"  money. 

The  last  committee  was  more  efficient  or  more  fortunate 
than  the  first;  and  Francis  Fo.xcroft,  who  had  recently  been 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  was  placed  in  the  seat  of  Mr. 
Wigglesworth.  His  labors  were  so  acceptable  that  in  the 
following  March  it  was  voted 

That  y*  Town  will  alow  m'  francis  foxcroft  aftar  y*  same  Reat  for 
anothar  quartar  as  this  Town  diil  alow  him  for  y'  last  quartar  To 
keep  School  jn  This  town :  And  y*  select  men  are  apointed  to 
Treat  with  him  consaming  y*  mattar. 

If  Mr.  Foxcroft  accepted  the  terms,  his  rule  ended  with  the 
second  quarter;  and  he  left  Maiden  to  enter  upon  a  larger 
sphere  of  usefulness  and  honor.  After  a  short  term  as  Register 
of  Probate  in  Middlesex,  he  became  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  filled  the  office  of  a  Councillor  for  twenty- 
six  years. 

It  was  voted,  August  31,  171 3,  "  Thatt  John  Greenland  decon 
[Phincas]  upham  and  John  wilson  shall  Take  care  to  prouide  a 
schoolmastar :  for  This  town  And  to  agree  with  him  to  sarue  y* 
town  half  a  ycer:  and  y*  town  To  defrey  y*  charg  of  y*  school- 
mastar: "  The  success  or  failure  of  this  committee  is  not 
recorded;  but  in  May,  1714,  the  town  voted  fifteen  pounds  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  school  for  si.x  months ;  and  soon  after 
the  selectmen  reported  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  that  they 
were  '*  provided  w'*"  one  Thomas  Vernon."  In  August  the 
town  was  again  without  a  teacher  and  the  selectmen  were 
authorized  "To  prouide  a  schoolmastar  for  y=  Town  for  six 
months." 


"  MidJ.  Ctmrt  Records — General  Sessions,  June  8,  1714. 
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In  the  spring  of  1715  the  school  was  kept  at  the  extreme 
northern  limit  of  the  town,  it  having  been 

uokd  [January  1 7,  ii\y\y'\  That  y*  school  shall  be  moiied  to  John 
greens  house  jn  y*  woods :  —  for  two  months :  which  js  to  be  March 
and  April  next  ensuing  the  date  heen)£ 

Under  the  date  of  November  30^  I7i5t  the  following  record 
was  made:  — 

Joi>ei>h  Wilson  and  william  Sargeant  was  chose  for  to  prouide  a 
schooUmastar  for  y*  Town  for  half  a  yecr :  and  to  agree  with  him  for 
his  saniic:  —  Accordingly  we  whose  [names]  are  heer  unto  stib- 

scribed  haue  agreead  with  —  John  bushop  to  same  y*  Town  as  a 
scliuoI-Mastar  eighteen  pounds  Air  his  s.iruic  :  This  Return  was  made 
by  y*  abouesi  Jacob  wilson  and  william  Sargeant. 

The  town  lying  under  a  presentment  "  for  want  of  or  their 
being  without  a  writing  school/'  the  selectmen  soon  after  ap- 
peared before  the  Court  and  answered  that  "  they  were  pro- 
vided of  a  writing  School  master  and  Exhibited  a  manuscript  of 
his  under  his  hand  viz*  Bishop."  That  the  master  was  sent 
to  the  scholars  and  not  they  to  him  appears  towards  the  close 
of  Mr.  Bishop's  term  when,  May  11,  1716,  it  was  "  vot:  y'  The 
Schoolmastar  shall  be  Removed  To  y«  northardly  end  of  This 
Town  To  Keep  y*  school  y*  Rt maiiiinq^  part  of  y*  Time  agread 
on  for  him  to  be  among  us."  The  selectmen  made  a  further 
contract  with  Mr.  Bishop,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  town« 
January  25,  171^,  when  it  was  "  Voted  y*  The  Town  doth  con- 
tinue John  bishop  as  a  schoolmastar  and  that  he  shall  continue 
with  us  y*  wholl  Term  which  y'  select  men  agread  with  him 
for;"  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  was  raised  **  to  pay  y*  school  master  and  to  defray  other 
town  chai^^es."  Mr.  Bishop's  term  expired  soon  after  and  he 
departed  from  Maiden. 

In  the  following  May  it  was  voti-d  "  that  y*  select  men  get  a 
school  master  nnd  agree  with  him  for  y'  time  y*  thay  shall 
higher  him  for."  Daniel  Putnam  of  Danvers,  who  was  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College  in  that  year,  was  employed  for  six 
months*   The  town  voted  in  November  "  that  there  shall  be 

**  Midd.  Cmrt  /Uecnit-^  Gtntral Stsnmst  December  13, 1715. 
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20  pounds  money  Rased  to  pay  y"=  present  school  master  m' 
daniel  putmaii  fur  his  keeping  school  six  inounlhs  accordinj^  to 
y"^  agreement  of  y«  select  men  with  him  in  this  present  year;  " 
and  in  December  Mr,  Putnam  was  chosen  "  to  be  their  school 
master  for  3  mounths  Lounger."  The  new  teacher  added  the 
study  of  theology  to  the  duties  of  a  schoolmaster;  and  upon 
his  retirement  from  Maiden  he  began  to  preach  at  Reading, 
where  after  two  years'  service  he  w«  ordained,  June  29.  1720, 
as  the  first  pastor  of  the  Second  or  North  Parish  in  that  town. 
There,  after  a  pastorate  of  thirty-nine  years,  he  died  June  20, 

1759." 

At  the  annual  meeting.  March  3,  171^.  it  was  voted  "  that 
y*  select  men  shall  procure  a  school  master  and  y*  Town  to  pay 
him;  "  but  no  record  was  made  of  a  choice  until  July  25,  when 
Richard  Dana,  probably  he  who  had  just  been  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  and  who  became  that  eminent  jurist  whose 
death  at  Boston  in  1772  saddened  the  hearts  of  the  patriotic 
and  unquiet  people  of  Massachusetts,  was  chosen  to  teach  for 
one  quarter  "sartain"  for  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  and  ten 
shillings. 

In  1719  the  town  was  again  remiss  and  the  selectmen  ap- 
peared before  the  Court  at  Concord  to  answer  a  presentment  of 
the  grand  jury  *'  for  neglecting  to  haue  and  keep  an  approved 
grammar  School  master."  They  were  ordered  "  To  provide 
them  selues  w"*  a  Grammar  School  master  by  the  next  Court." 
More  than  three  months  later,  they  reported  "that* they  are 
usein  all  means  for  y*  procuring  a  suitable  p'son,**  and  were 
ordered  "  to  p'sue  their  Endeavo"  to  haue  a  suitable  p^son  agst 
[the]  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions.*'  They  appeared  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Court,  March  8, 17*^,  and  reported  that 

they  haue  obtained      a  great  Difficulty  m'  Josiah  Marshall  to  Come 

and  abide  w""  them  &  seme  their  Town  as  a  School  master  for  >^"'  of 
a  year.  The  Court  accept  of  their  JnfCNrmation,  and  direct  &  order 
them  to  be  diligent  in  getting  of  him  or  Some  other  as  y  Law 
directs.** 

'^^  ILiXon,  History  of  Reading,  z\2.  sions,  August  2$,  December  8,  1719^ 
»  MnU.  Cmir^itfeardt''  Getitrvl  Sei-   Much  8, 17*1^ 
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Mr.  Marshall,  who  was  a  ^'racluate  of  Harvard  College  of  that 
year,  appears  to  have  remained  but  a  little,  if  any,  lonycr  than 
the  stipulated  three  months.  Under  the  date  of  June  14,  1720, 
the  Cuui  t  Records  show  that 

The  Select  men  of  N!nldon  havini^  informed  ihc  Court  y'  m'  Josiah 
Marshall  their  now  p'seni  Schooliuabier  hiiih  hci  n  approutci  of  l>y  Two 
of  the  neighbouring  Ministers  as  a  p'&on  Suitably  qualified  for  such  an 
office  are  discharged  of  their  p'bcntmt  payin  flees  &  Costs.'* 

Fourteen  days  later  Mr.  Marshall  had  departed  and  the  town 
chose  a  committee  to  procure  a  schoolmaster.  A  similar  co(n« 
mittee  was  chosen  at  the  annual  meeting,  March  5,  172'^4. 

Neither  the  measure  of  the  success  which  attended  these 
committees  nor  the  names  of  the  masters  whom  they  j)rocured 
arc  to  be  found  upon  the  records;  but  tlic  diary  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Dexter  contains  the  story  of  his  connection  with  the 
school  in  the  early  part  of  1722.    He  says:  — 

July  y'  6,  1 710.  I  took  my  first  Degree,  and  as  it  was  >•*  Desire  of 
my  Parents,  so  it  was  niy  own  also,  to  l)€  Improv'd  in  Business,  &  not 
to  live  Idlcly,  some  SchoUars  do,  without  being  luiprov'd.  1  was  spoke 
to  y*  next  Day  after  Commencement  to  go  &  keep  school  att  Tan- 
ton,  which  I  undertook,  &  kept  y*  school  there  half  a  Year.  Then 
being  Desirous,  if  it  might  be,  to  Live  nigher  my  friends,  by  y'  Motion 
of  ?;onie.  I  wns  in\  itO'l  to  keep  Srhov.l  at  T.yn.  \\''f  irc  Quitting  my 
school  at  Tanton,  i  accepted  of  the  I'ri.iffers  made  at  Lyn.  and  Feb. 
17,  1720/',,  I  Began  my  School  at  Lyn,  in  w  1  Lontuiucd  a  Year, 
and  upon  y""  Day,  y'  my  Engagement  was  up  there  A  Committee  from 
Matdon  Came  to  treat  with  me  in  Reference  to  Maldon  school,  w*^ 
proposalb  I  complyed  with  &  kept  y'  school  for  ab*  six  weeks,  & 
then  was  mostly  to  this  present  time  [4  Dec.  1723]  Improve'd  in 
preaching.*' 


1*  IvtAaSn  Marshall,  a  native  of  Brain« 

treo,  wi"!  a  classmate  of  Samuel  Dexter 
and  of  Joseph  Stimpson.  afterwards  of 
the  South  Precinct,  lie  was  piduated 
in  1720.  .md  .iftcr  his  departure  from 
Maiden,  like  others  who  made  the  peda- 
gogue's stool  a  stepping  place  to  the 
practice  of  theology,  he  entered  the 
ministry,  l>eing  ordained  at  Falmouth, 
August  19.  1724.  lie  was  dismissed  in 
1730,  after  having  been  "laid  under 
bonds  to  keep  the  peace,  and  be  of  good 


behavior  towards  his  wife."  He  went 
to  North  (".irorrn;i.  win  ic  he  i  otitii-.ucd 
several  years.  On  his  return  he  iiveti  at 
Mendon.  and  died  in  1773.  CI.  Vinton, 
Giltf  Mtmoria!,  354. 

'*  Samuel  Dexter,  son  of  John  ai:d 
Winifred  Dexter,  was  born  at  Maiden, 
October  2j,  1700.  His  father  filled  the 
offlces  of  deacon,  selectman,  and  captain 
of  the  Maiden  foot  with  honor  to  him- 
self, and  died  November  14.  1722,  while 
lus  son  was  in  Maiden  engaged  io  his 
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After  the  six  weeks  of  Mr.  Dexter  nothing  is  know  n  of  the 
school  until  June  17,  1723»  when  the  selectmen  "Agreed  with 


theological  stiidici.  Hb  final  sickness  is 
the  subject  of  a  scries  of  graphic  entries 
in  the  ciiar)'  of  the  son.  He  had  been 
leized  with  "a  Cold  fit,"  followed  by 
a  "continued  drooping,"  which  was 
thought  to  be  a  tevere  cold.  Hte  fndi*- 
position  continuing.  Dr.  Samuel  Wheat 
of  Cambridge  was  called,  who  pro- 
nonoced  h  to  be  **y*  Bunting  Ague;" 
and  on  the  follossing  Satibath,  Novem- 
ber 1 1,  Dr.  Wheat  and  Dr.  Borcbsted  of 
Lynn,  eonsnltinf,  "Detemin'  him  a 
very  Dangerous  Nf.in,  but  not  tifvond 
Hopes."  The  day  after.  .Mr.  Emerson 
••left  y«  ay*  Psalm  as  a  Cordiat.**  which 
was  administerid  the  next  day,  but 
proved  no  more  efficacious  tbaji  the 
material  potioni  of  the  physicians;  for 
oa  the  followirtg  day  he  die<l.  Before 
his  death  "lie  sang  by  himself  y*'  23** 
Fat.  y*  first  verse  in  S>  David  Tun^'*  in 
the  uncouth  version  of  New  England. 

"  The  Lord  10  nw  a  thqihctd  1% 
vsnt  (hmfaie  •ball  sat  I. 
He  is  <he  ftUs  of  tender  ^-nm 

(feth  make  me  dnwn  lo  lie ; 
He  leads  me  to  the  wjt(T>  miIL 
Reitore  mv  »o«l  dottj  In- ; 

In  |-iath^  ..(  ri■.;tltl•<nI^lu•^.  he  will 
for  \,\%  n.inie  saki  ;e.ici  mc  "' 

**  Then,"  wrote  the  son,  "  I  sang  with 
him  y*  Last  verse,  not  above  a  qtiarter 

of  nn  hotir  before  he  Dyed,  -he  then 
Continued  praying  to  his  Last  Minutes 
— about  5  Minutes  before  he  dyed,  he 

pray' so  loud  y*  I  hcnrd  him  in  I,  nvcr 
Room.  I  went  iutu  y  •  Chamber,  &  as  I 
sat  by  fire,  I  heard  him  fetch  a  Long  ft 
loud  Breath,  — I  started  up,  but  it  was 
his  Last,  i  hus  he  breath''  out  his  soui 
without  y*  least  struggle,  and  so  went 
praying  out  of  a  world  of  Trouble,  to 
praising  in  a  world  of  joy.  .  .  .  Nov.  17. 
We  Burycd  my  Father." 

Winifred,  the  mother,  wt?  d au-htcr 
to  Lieutenant  Samuel  and  Rebecca 
(Crawford)  Sprague  of  Maiden.  She 
was  born  December  31.  1673.  married 
about  1696,  and  died  December  5.  175;, 
"after  great  Weakness  and  long  I,an- 
guishm'."  Her  son  says  of  her:  "  She 
was  a  very  pious  Woman.  Strictly  Re- 


ligious, Liv"'  in  y<  fear  of  God,  &  Dyed 
Strong  in  faitht  ft  full  of  Cooafurt  ft 

Joy.- 

Soon  aftff  teaching  at  Maiden  Sam- 
uel Dexter  preached  about  a  month  at 
"a  New  Plantation  CaU''  Brimfield." 

and  iecei\cd  an  invitation  to  settle 
there,  but  "  for  Scverail  Reasons,  gave 
y«  a  DenyaB."  After  the  death  of  his 
f  uller  lie  preached  at  several  places  and 
received  calls  from  Medford,  West* 
borough,  and  Yarmouth.  He  intended 
to  aci  cpt  a  settlement  at  the  latter  place ; 
but  receiving  an  invitation  from  Ded- 
ham,  where  he  had  preached  in  July, 
1723,  and  bcf-n  "souk thing  dash'  i1- 
Coafus<i  in  Morning  prayer,"  which  he 
considered  <*y<  most  Eligible,*  he  da* 

termined  to  lenvc  his  "  Friends  at  ^'ar- 
muuih  A:  v\ait  upon  providence  with 
respect  to  Dedham,"  and  was  ordained 
as  the  fourth  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  the  laltLr  place,  May  6,  17^4.  He  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds. 
Meanwhile  he  had  met  r.itheiliia  Meats 
of  Boston,  who  was  burn  September  25, 
1701.  Her  father,  Samuel  Meats,  was 
landlord  of  the  George  Tavern,  near  the 
Roxbury  line.  Mr.  Dexter  writes:  — 
"  Nov.  22.  [1723.]  This  Day  it  was  very 
Cold. —  I  Communicated  something  of 
my  mind  to  y  young  I^dy,  w-^  I  hope 
(A  I  think  I  have  reason  to  hope)  may 
thro  y<  smiles  of  Indulgent  Providence 
be  y«  Person  in  w"  1  may  find  y«  good 
thing  &  obtain  favour  of  y'  Lord.  I 
think  I  have  not  been  rash  in  my  pro> 
ceedinji^  —  idte  is  as  lar  as  I  Can  find  a 
\''  nail  of  .Merit  —  a  woman  of  good 
Temper  &  of  prudent  Conduct  ft  Con- 
versation. .  .  .  T  will  commit  my  CauM 
Uiitr)  Ti'.d  m  ivl  Iul;!) — Oh  let  me  not 
force  providence  but  follow  it."  They 
were  married  at  Boston.  July  9,  1714, 
bv  the  Ri  v  Benjamin  Wadswnrth  of 
the  First  Church;  and  the  landlord's 
daughter  made  him  a  good  wife.  Three 
months  after  the  marri.igc  he  wrote  of 
her:  "my  Companion  is  a  kind  Tender 
&  virtuous  I'cr^on.  I  hopye  I  have  in 
her  y'  good  thin.;  w  '  is  from  y*  Lord  " 
After  his  death  she  married  Samuel 
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m'.  nathan  bucknam  for  To  keep  >'*  school  jn  This  Town 
Twelve  months,  and  for  his  saruic  he  shall  haue  four  pounds." 
Mr.  Bucknam,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  a  former  cha[)ter,  was 
then  keeping  the  school  at  Mystic  Side,  where  he  had  been 
placed  by  a  committee  of  the  town  of  Charlestown.  His  en- 
gagement was  apparently  made  in  anticipation  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  "Charlestown  nci^'bhors "  to  Maiden  for  school 
purposes,  which  was  soon  uccuniplished,  as  has  been  related ; 
and  after  the  school  had  been  kept  in  the  centre  five  months, 
it  was  removed  to  Mystic  Side  until  March  i,  172^,  when  it 
was  transferred  to  "  sum  conucnant  place  jn  The  northardly 
end  of  maiden,"  where  it  remained  until  the  end  of  "  m'  buck- 
nams  yeer."  * 


Bani«rd  of  Salem,  Md  cKed  ftt  Dedhun, 

June  10,  1797. 

As  a  young  man  he  appears  to  have 
been  poAsested  of  a  morbid  tempera- 
ment, which  was  not  uncommon  at  that 
period,  and  which  in  hia  case  may  h«ve 
been  influenced  by  the  life  and  character 
of  Mr.  Wigglesworth;  indeed,  there  are 
pass  igcs  in  his  diary  which  are  not  an* 
worthy  of  the  gloomy  pen  of  the  Mali'cn 
poet.  Diffidence  and  modesty  appear  to 
haire  restrained  and  tormented  him. 

For  a  while  he  rLfu'^^/d  to  prench  at 
Charlestown,  tacking  the  courage  to 
proceed.  He  bewailed  his  natural  dis- 
po^iition  thnt  mndt'  his  life  wenry,  nnH 
exclauiied :  "(),  that  tiod  would  dinsi- 
pate  the  daric  clouds  1"  "My  fears  do 
Multiply  upon  me,"  he  wrote,  when  per- 
plexed with  the  Dedham  call.  Nor  did 
his  final  acceptance  bring  him  peace ; 
for  he  found  a  people  of  litUe  educa- 
tion who  were  given  to  religions  eon* 
tentions,  and  who  were  divided  among 
themselves.  The  day  after  his  accept- 
ance was  read  to  the  people,  being  at 
Dedhain.  hi-  say-.:  "  Si  vi  r.ill  of  niy 
friends  came  to  see  me,  &  one  Rab- 
shekah  to  revile  me;**  and  the  poor 
young  man  w.i<  diicournpcd  nnH  c'is 
mayed.  Ttie  cadier  p^irt  uf  hin  miiu:»try 
was  attended  with  opposition  and 
troubles,  which  p.iiufirlty  afft-i  tud  his 
Ijenevoient  and  pacihc  mind  until  the 
foimatioii  of  a.  aecond  parish  separated 


the  malcontents  from  the  parent  church, 

when  peace  and  harmony  prevailed.  He 
preached  a  Crniury  Sermon  in  1738,  of 
which  the  second  (.-ciiiion  was  |)rinted  in 
i79<},after  which  be  "  continued  in  the 
pastoral  office,  performing  the  duties  of 
it,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  peoplei 
by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved  and 
esteemed,  till  the  39th  of  January,  1755, 

when,  aftt  r  a  short  sickness,  tie  was  re- 
moved by  death  in  the  53th  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  31st  of  bis  ministry.  The 
society  expressed  their  rcpard  to  his 
memory,  and  to  the  family  he  ieft,  by 
voluntarily  defraying  the  expenses  of  a 
decent  and  honorable  funeial  '* 

Samuel  Dexler  was  father  uf  iiamucl, 
a  merchant  of  lioston  and  founder  of 
the  I^exter  Lectureship  of  Sacred 
Literature  in  Harvard  College,  and 
grandfather  of  Samuel,  the  eminent 
statesman  and  jurist,  who  was  Secretary 
of  War  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
successively  under  John  Ad.iins.  (  f. 
A'.  E.  Hist,  and  Gtneal.  NegtiUr,  xiii. 
305-310,  xiv.  net  seq  /  Sigma  (Lucius 
M  Nargcnt),  Kemitiiscemti  i  f  Samuel 
Dexttr,  12-14;  Dexter,  Home  Serimtt 
7%tm!^ts  {Century  Strmem),  ed.  1796^ 
40:  T  Dm>on,  Ifntory  of  First  Chuftk 
and  Piirish  tn  Dedham,  49  et  scif. 

American  Quarttrty  Kespster,  vUi. 
52.  N'ath.in  I'.ucknam,  son  ^  if  J' -^es  and 
Hannah  (I'culjody)  Buclcnam,  was  born 
at  Mystic  Side^  October  «a,  tyoj.  and 
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After  the  expiration  of  the  engagement  with  Mr.  Bucknam, 
the  selectmen  were  again  instructed  to  obtain  a  teacher;  and 
thereafter  the  records  arc  silent  in  relation  to  school  affairs 
until  July  22,  1726,  when  it  was  voted  "that  the  Town  Doth 
Confirm  m""  John  Emerson  for  A  Schoolemaster  in  this  Town 
for  the  time  that  those  men  that  Acted  as  parrish  selectmen 
have  Agreed  with  him  for."  This  appears  to  have  been  a  tardy 
justification  by  the  voters  of  an  act  of  a  parish  committee  which 
had  taken  upon  itself  an  authority  which  the  proper  town  offi- 
cers had  neglected  or  refused  to  exercise.  Mr.  Emerson,  who 
was  a  brother  of  the  pastor,  like  other  early  masters  was  a 
young  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and  his  residence  at  Maiden 
was  doubtless  induced  by  the  presence  of  his  brother  and  an 
opportunity  of  pursuing  the  study  of  divinity.  He  remained 
at  Maiden  not  long;  and  removing  to  Topsficld,  where  he  was 
ordained,  November  27,  1728,  he  lived  in  the  quiet  exercise  of 


was  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1731. 
It  was  while  teaching  at  Mystic  Side, 
being  then  in  his  twentieth  year,  that  he 
preached  his  first  sermon,  apparently  at 
Maiden.  Samuel  Dexter  thus  records 
the  event  in  his  diary:  "(Jan.  6,  172*^.] 
M'  Bucknam  preached  his  first  sermons 
publickly  from  y  55  Isa.  7.  —  will  God 
make  him  an  Instrument  of  much  good 
in  his  Day."  While  teaching  at  Mai- 
den, or  soon  after,  he  received  a  call  to 
settle  at  Medway,  and  delayed  his  answer 
several  months  on  account  of  his  age. 
At  length,  having  attained  his  majority, 
he  was  ordained  December  39,  1724, 
at  Medway,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  February  6,  1795,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  Mis  pastorate 
of  more  than  seventy  years  has  hardly  a 
par.illel  in  the  annals  of  the  American 
pulpit.  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Geneal,  Re;pster, 
xiii.  309. 

Mr.  Bucknam  was  slight  in  stature 
and  of  an  impetuous  disposition.  His 
successor  says  of  him :  "  Although  Mr. 
Bucknam  was  young  and  of  a  slender 
constitution,  he  was  mature  in  Christian 
knowledge  and  experience,  and  strong 
in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Gospel. 
At  the  time  of  his  settlement  he  was  de- 
servedly considered  as  an  able,  pious, 


and  promising  young  man.  Much  was 
hoped,  under  God,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  his  public  and  private 
labors.  Nor  were  these  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations disappointed.  As  to  his  re- 
ligious sentiments,  they  were  Calvinistic. 
He  firmly  believed  in  those  doctrines 
which  are  usually  called  the  doctrines  of 
grace,  or  the  doctrines  of  the  reforma- 
tion. These  he  faithfuHy  and  unequi- 
vocally preached;  and  these  were  the 
ground  of  his  consolation  and  hope  in 
death.  He  was  diligent  and  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  all  ministerial  duties. 
His  people  loved  and  revered  him. 
Few,  if  any,  ministers  have  been  more 
generally  and  deservedly  respected  by 
their  people  than  Mr.  Bucknam.  He 
was  small  in  stature,  but  of  grave  and 
dignified  deportment.  Although  he  was 
a  man  of  quick  feelings,  and  his  passions 
[were]  easily  excited,  they  were  happily 
controlled  through  the  influence  of  that 
holy  religion,  which  he  so  faithfully  and 
so  earnestly  preached.  If  under  the  im- 
pulse of  sudden  and  excited  feelings  he 
sometimes  spake  unadvisedly  with  his 
lips,  his  passions  were  soon  calmed  and 
gave  way  to  the  dictates  of  sol>er  reason 
and  religion."  \i \\^X,,  Century  StrmoH. 
8.9. 
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the  duties  of  a  Christian  minister  until  his  death,  July  11, 

In  January,  172^,  the  selectmen  were  again  instructed  to 
procure  a  teacher;  and  similar  votes  were  passed  from  time 
to  time  until  1730,  when  at  a  meeting  in  March,  the  town  raised 
sixty  pounds  for  a  schoolmaster ;  and  in  November  it  was  voted 
"That  Thomas  Dc^rcssha  shall  have  ><=  old  schoolehonse." 
The  selectmen  continued  to  act  as  a  school  committee;  and  in 
May,  1732,  the  following  record  was  made. 

Wharcas  it  was  Left  with  The  Select  men  to  provide  The  Town  a 
School  mastter  for  some  time  not  exceeding  one  year  They  have  a^Trccd 
with  John  Sprague  to  keep  School  in  this  Town  the  term  of  half  a  year 
for  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  his  time  beginning  the  siirth  of  June  1 732. 

Thi.s  agreement  was  renewed  until  July  29,  1733,  and  perhaps 
for  six  months  lonj^cr;  but  at  the  annual  meeting,  March  16, 
173. the  selectmen  were  ai,Min  directed  to  obtain  a  teacher. 

The  few  inhabitants  at  Wilson's  Point,  then  known  as  Blanch- 
ard's  Point,  had  found  their  school  privileges  at  a  distance,  as 
they  continued  to  find  them  while  that  district  remained  a  part 
of  Maiden;  and  in  173?^  they  petitioned  the  town  to  "alow 
the  school  to  be  keept  at  Samuel  Blanchards  two  months  in 
this  instant  spring  of  the  year."  This  petition  was  refiisect  as 
was  also  that  of  Samuel  Blanchard  that  he  might  be  repaid  for 
'*  all  the  money  that  he  has  bin  out  towards  the  support  of  the 
school  in  this  town.*' 

It  may  be  inferred  from  the  vote,  just  mentioned,  by  which 
Thomas  Degresha,  the  bellman  and  grave-digger,  was  placed 
in  the  possession  of  thesdiool  house,  that  the  house  of  1712 
had  passed  its  usefulness ;  and  it  would  appear  that  the  town 
was  disinclined  to  repair  it  or  to  build  another.  The  following 
vote,  passed  May  23,  1737,  tends  to  confirm  thb  inference. 

[  VoUd^  That  the  school  shall  be  keept  annually  one  half  part  of 
the  time  in  the  sooth  part  of  this  town  that  is  to  say  on  the  south  side 
of  the  great  swamp  pembertons  brook  and  leweses  bridge  commonly 

so  called :  and  the  other  half  pnrt  on  the  north  side  of  said  swamp 
brook  and  briflgc  above  mentioned  in  any  place  or  places  that  may  be 
obtained  by  each  part  of  the  town  for  then.'  conveniency. 

^  AmtricoH  Quarttrly  Hegit^f  viL  355. 
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Seven  years  later  it  was  voted,  May  14,  1744s 

That  the  School  shall  be  keept  one  quarter  part  of  the  time  yearly 
near  the  house  of  Abraham  Skinner  and  one  quarter  part  of  the  time 
yearly  near  the  hous  of  Thomas  Burditt  Ju'.  and  another  quarter  part  of 
the  time  yearly  near  the  hous  of  John  Collman  or  the  house  of  the 
widow  Mercy  Ftatt  provided  that  peiticular  peisoD$  will  be  at  the 
Chaige  of  erecting  a  School  bouse  at  each  of  those  places. 

This  vote  seems  to  have  been  passed  in  the  iirterest  of  die 
inhabitants  of  the  North  Parish  and  may  be  explained  by  the 
possible  existence  of  an  independent  school  in  the  South  Pre- 
cinct, as  hereafter  mentioned.  If  it  was  carried  out  to  its  fullest 
intent,  the  school  was  kept  in  turn  at  the  following  places:  first, 
on  Cross  Street,  then  known  as  Hutchinson's  Lane ;  second,  on 
the  Salem  Road,  near  the  present  Sprague  Street;  and  thirdi 
within  the  limits  of  the  present  town  of  Melrose.  A  school 
house  may  have  been  built  at  this  time  near  the  house  of 
Abraham  Skinner,  which  stood  in  the  vtcini^  of  the  present 
comer  of  Walnut  and  Cross  Streets,  by  "  perticular  persons," 
as  the  house  which  formerly  stood  in  "  the  South  parte  of  the 
town  upon  the  Corner  of  m'  John  Tufts  land  "  was  mentioned 
thtrty^nine  years  later."** 

For  seven  years  more,  beyond  an  occasional  vote  giving 
the  selectmen  authority  to  provide  a  master,  tittle  or  nothing 
appears  upon  the  town  records  concerning  schools.  That  a 
school  house  had  been  begun  in  the  South  Precinct  implies 
that  a  separate  school,  as  well  as  a  separate  church,  may  have 
been  contemplated  by  the  people  of  that  ambitious  but  feeble 
parish.  That  the  school  house,  like  the  meeting  house,  was  not 
immediately  completed  appears  in  the  action  of  a  parish  mee^ 
ing,  held  March  30,  173^  9.  when  "a  vote  was  Called  for,  to  see 
if  y*  Prec?  would  finish  y*  School  house,  and  3^  vote  pased  in 
y*  negitive."  There  was  a  little  more  liberality  shown  in  Octo* 
ber,  1754,  when  the  precinct,  induced  thereto,  perhaps,  by  the 
hope  of  obtaining  its  fancied  "  wright  in  the  town  fatrm,'*  voted, 
*'  that  their  Shall  be  ten  Shillings  &  Eight  pence  Paid  out  of  the 
Parish  Treasury  to  pay  forthe  mendinKthe  Scoolhouse  windows." 

"  Maiden  Tovnt  Rteonbtlmvt  2, 1783.      ^  South  Precirut  Recerdi,  in  ioeo. 
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Al  length  the  .Maiden  school  took  a  more  permanent  form, 
a  chan<je  which  is  marked  by  the  following  entry  in  the  town 
records. 

Maldon  inarch  the  iS"'  175°/,  the  select  men  agreed  with  mr  Natha- 
niel Jenkins  to  keep  school  in  this  town  one  hall  year  from  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof  for  sixteen  pound  towfiil  money. 

Nathaniel  Jenkins,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarnh  Jenkins, 
was  born,  May  4,  1721.  Under  favoring  circumstances  his 
natural  abilities  aided  by  education  would  have  given  him  a 
pulpit  in  those  days  when  a  pastorate  was  a  goal  to  aspiring 
youth.  As  he 


maker,  and  so  " 
passed  the  period  of  early  manhood.  Had  a  kind  Providence 
given  him  health,  a  shoemaker  he  might  have  remained  to  the 
end.  But  he  appears  to  have  possessed  a  feeble  constitution  and 
to  have  been  troubled  by  many  ills;  and  the  selectmen,  vexed 
and  perplexed,  as  they  seem  to  have  been  by  their  annual  duty 
of  providing  a  schoolmaster,  and  thinking,  perhaps,  that  a  sick 
shoemaker  might  make  a  passable  teacher,  prevailed  upon  him 
to  leave  the  lapstone  and  the  awl  and  enter  upon  a  course  of 
study  with  Mr.  Emerson.  Graduating  from  the  parsonage  after 
a  few  months  with  a  slight  knowledge  of  the  languages,  it  is 
said,  and  a  sufficient  mastery  of  the  niyslcrics  of  the  three  R's 
to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  several  neighboring 
clergymen,  he  took  up  the  rod.  which  he  wielded  with  a  zeal 
that,  tradition  asserts,  was  not  ahvay  tempered  by  discretion. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a  worthy  teacher;  but  his  worth  seems 
to  have  been  gauged  by  his  piet\-  rather  than  bv  Lis  abih'ty  to 
teach,  and.  measured  by  the  standards  of  a  later  day,  it  might 
ha\-e  appeared  almost  barbarous  and  altogether  inadequate. 
Happily,  however,  for  him,  his  reputation  depends  not  upon 
the  more  exacting  riiles  of  a  later  generation,  but  grew  out  of 
conditions  which  were  more  f  ivoiable  to  its  growth.  ICxcellent 
was  he  in  his  da\^  and  generation  ;  and  the  schools  of  Maiden 
may  well  own  that  their  first  real  and  abiding  life  was  nursed  by 


was,  he  be- 
came a  shoe- 
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the  conscientious  care  of  him  who  after  the  labors  of  a  quarter 
a  century,  dying,  was  honored  by  the  humble  title  of  '*  Late 
School  Master  of  this  Town." 

A  change  was  made  in  1752  in  the  vote  relating  to  the  place 
of  keeping  the  school  in  the  centre,  and  it  was  voted :  — 

[May  13,  1752.]  That  the  town  due  reconsider  the  votes  refering 
to  the  Keeping  the  School  in  the  two  middlesmost  places  in  this  town. 

vot  That  the  School  shall  be  Kept  one  half  the  time  between  John 
Willsons  and  the  north  meeting  house  provided  that  pcrticular  persons 
erect  a  School  house  for  that  purpose. 

The  latter  vote  indicates  that  no  school  house  then  existed  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  north  meeting  house,  and  the  fornier  with- 
drew the  school  from  Hutchinson's  Lane.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  town  had  reassumed  the  burden  of  a  school  in  the 
South  Precinct,  where,  as  has  been  seen,  a  school  house  had 
been  built  and  a  school  may  have  been  feebly  maintained  by 
the  parish.  A  year  later  the  vote  of  1737  was  altogether  re- 
considered, and  the  whole  question  relating  to  the  school  and 
its  locations  was  left  open.  It  is  supposed  that  for  several 
years  thereafter  it  was  kept  at  such  convenient  places  in  the 
several  neighborhoods  as  could  be  procured  from  time  to  time, 
until  1758,  when  the  following  vote  was  passed:  — 

[March  6,  1758.]  Voted  a.t  the  above  said  meeting  that  the  town 
dos  reconsider  the  vote  refering  to  the  schools  being  kept  one  half  the 
time  yearly  on  the  north  side  of  the  meeting  house  built  for  the  town 
and  that  the  school  shall  be  kept  one  half  the  time  yearly  on  the  south 
side  of  the  said  meeting  house  on  land  latly  poscsed  by  Jabcz  Wayte  : 
Provided  that  perticular  persons  are  at  the  charge  of  erecting  a  schoo' 
house  on  said  land  for  that  purpose. 

An  attempt  to  give  the  school  a  more  easterly  location  was 
made  in  1762,  when  the  town  refused  to  "  grant  the  request  of 
Nathaniel  Jenkins  and  others  which  is  to  see  if  the  town  will 
alter  the  place  of  Keeping  the  towns  school  where  it  is  no\r 
ordered  for  six  months  in  the  year  and  fix  it  in  the  scntcr  be- 
tween medford  and  Chelsea  line."  The  school  house  was  built 
in  accordance  with  the  vote  near  the  pound  on  the  southerly  side 
of  the  meeting  house  and  was  occupied  for  its  legitimate  pur- 
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pose  from  time  to  time  as  the  school  in  its  wanderings  about 
the  town  came  into  the  neighborhood  At  other  times  it  was 
utilized  as  a  home  fur  the  town's  poor,  as  is  shown  by  a  vote 
passed  in  1766,  which  is  given  in  another  place. 

If  the  parish  school  in  the  South  Precinct  had  ever  had  a 
long  independent  existence  it  had  certainly  now  been  aban- 
doned, and  the  town  assumed  charge  of  the  house.  The  select- 
men issued  an  order  in  1769  in  favor  of  Ezra  Sargeant  for 
"  making  a  dore  and  mending  several  things  at  the  south 
schoolhousc." 

The  inhabitants  of  Scadau  had  apparently  been  without  school 
privileges,  except  as  they  liad  been  accommodated  by  the  school 
at  the  centre  or  at  the  north  end,  cither  at  a  hmf;  and  wearisome 
distance  from  the  nearest  farm  in  that  thinly  inhabited  district, 
until  1 765,  when  at  the  annual  mcetinpf  it  was  voted  that  the  school 
might  be  kept  three  months  in  fifteen  "  near  the  house  of  m' 
Thomas  VVayte  ju^  provided  pcrticular  persons  provide  a  house 
for  that  purpose."  Two  years  later  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  to  reconsider  this  vote;  and  later  still  a  house  was 
built  by  several  inhabitants,  of  whom  the  most  westerly  located 
was  Dr.  Jonathan  Forter,  uliose  house,  which  stood  where  now 
is  the  eastern  corner  of  Salem  and  Porter  Streets,  had  been  oc- 
cupied as  a  tavern  by  Daniel  Newhall,  for  many  years,  and  by 
his  widow,  Sarah,  after  his  death.  The  land  of  Dr.  I'orter  was 
bounded  by  the  estate  recently  o^vned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Daniel  J.  Coburn;  and  the  dividin<;  line  was  afterwards  a  portion 
of  the  western  line  c^f  the  Scadan  or  east  school  district. 

The  land  on  whicli  the  Scadan  school  house  stood  was  deeded 
to  the  proprietors  by  Thomas  \\  aite,  Jr.,  who  thereby,  next  to 
Wiiliani  Godden,  whose  early  bequest  has  been  noticed,  owns 
the  honor  of  bein^  the  earliest  benefactor  in  the  cause  of  popu* 
lar  education  in  Maiden.  His  deed,  a  portion  of  which  is  here 
given,  is  the  first  in  which  land  in  Maiden  is  transferred  for 
educational  purposes. 

To  all  Fcopic  to  whom  this  present  Deed  of  Gift  shnll  ronu-  Greet- 
ing Know  ye  that  I  Thomas  Wait  Jun'  of  Maiden  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  In  New  England 
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Taylor  For  and  In  Consideration  of  the  real  &  Hearty  Concern  Which 
I  have  for  the  Education  of  the  Chjhiren  &  youth  ia  said  Town  have 
given  and  granted  and  by  these  presents  do  freely  clearly  absolutely 
give  and  grant  unto  Ezekiet  Jenkins  John  Graver  Jun*^  Nathan  Sargent 
Nathaniel  Jenkins  Jun'  Doctor  Jon  uhan  Porter  William  Wait  Jun' 
Jacob  Parker  Thomas  Hills  John  W  ait  IC/ra  Wait  Samuel  Shute  Joseph 
Floyd  Michael  Neagles  Fzekiel  Jenkins  Jun'  Samuel  Wait  Richard 
Wail  Phinehas  Pratt  lubcnezer  Wait  Thomas  Wait  the  3"'  Jacob  Parker 
Jun'  John  Howard  Joseph  Jenkins  John  Jenkins  &  Samuel  Burdit  all  of 
Maiden  aforesaid  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  a  certain  peioe  of 
Land  Situate  lying  &  being  in  Maiden  aforesaid  wheretm  there  is  a 
School  House  erected  by  the  Persons  above  named  which  House  is 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  a  School  &  that  only  and  said 
peice  of  land  is  buttrd  and  bounded  viz'  beginning  at  the  (."ountrv 
Road  that  lead:s  from  Lyn  tliro'  Maiden  to  Mcdiord  and  running 
Northerly  fifteen  feet  then  turning  and  running  Westerly  Thirty  four 
feet  thence  turning  &  running  Southerly  fifteen  feet  to  said  Road  from 
thence  nmning  Thirty  four  feet  t  )  the  first  mentioned  Place  and  is 
bounded  Easterly  northerly  and  Westerly  on  the  said  Thomas  Waits 
land  and  Southerly  on  said  Road.    [December  12,  1771.]** 

The  land  thus  conveyed  was  betuccn  Rockwell  and  Columbia 
Streets,  on  the  northerly  side  of  Salem  Street.  A  ledge  formed 
its  northern  side,  between  which  and  the  street  a  small  place 
artificially  levelled  recently  indic  itcd  the  site  where  the  school 
house  once  stood.  The  last  remnants  of  the  ledge  disappeared 
in  1895. 

TIktc  seems  now  to  hnvc  been  in  existence,  though  in  an  im- 
perfect ^tatc.  the  L;erm  of  the  Liter  schoul  district  system,  for  at 
the  centre  ami  in  the  sotitli  and  east,  houses,  built  at  the  cost  of 
the  inhabitants,  were  prr»\  ided  ;  and  thoui^h  there  is  no  positiv-c 
knowledge  to  lie  attained,  a  record  made  after  the  Re\ohiti"n 
goes  far  to  show  that  a  similar  house  had  been  built  at  the 
north  end.  At  a  meeting  held  May  17,  1773,  the  votes  of  1752 
and  1758  were  reconsidered,  and  it  was 

V'oUdy  That  the  Srhoni  Shnl!  be  Kept  for  the  future,  fifteen  Weeks  in 
each  of  the  School  Houses  succei>sively  which  are  now  improved  for 

that  ])iirpose. 

After  the  trials  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  tlic  Maiden  school 
Master  Jenkins  passed  to  n  hii;lier  form,  March  19,  1776,  at  the 

^  Midd.  CVr.  Dttds,  Ixzr.  52. 
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age  of  fifty-three  years.  Possibly  the  ills  which  drove  him  from 
the  shoemaker's  bench  to  the  stool  of  the  teacher  ma>-  have 
shortened  his  life;  and  with  a  stronj^er  body  he  might  have 
carried  the  school  without  interruption  through  the  years  of  the 
Revolution  into  the  new  era  which  followed.  But  at  his 
decease  tl\e  school  soon  lani^mislied  or  altogether  ceased. 
Aaron  Dexter,  son  of  Richard  and  Rebecca  i^i'eabody)  Dexter 
of  Maiden  [born  November  11,  1750],  who  had  just  been 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  taught  two  months  in  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  of  1776.  Leaving  Maiden  he  studied  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Dan  forth  of  Boston  and  made  several  voyages  as  a 
medical  officer,  in  one  of  which  he  was  taken  by  the  British. 
He  attained  a  high  position  in  his  profes.->ioii  and  became  the 
first  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  in  Harvard 
College  in  1783  He  retaineii  this  office  until  i8i6.  when  he 
was  appointed  Professor,  Etiurittis,  of  Chemistry  and  Miner- 
alogy.   He  died  at  Cambricii^c  of  old  ac;c,  February  28,  1S29. 

Traditions  and  the  absence  of  an\'  ins  'i  iiiation  in  the  records 
lead  me  t*)  bchex  c  tliat  little  was  done  towards  the  maintenance 
of  a  free  sclmo]  during  the  gloomy  period  which  fullowcd  the 
departure  of  Mr  Dexter  from  Maiden.  In  the  spring  of  1779 
John  Downe  received  twenty-eight  pounds,  sixteen  shillings, 
and  tcnpcnce  halfpenny,  for  "  Keeping  the  School  in  said 
Town  "  five  weeks,  and  disappeared.  After  a  month  Dr.  John 
Sprague,  who  was  just  beginning  his  career  as  a  physician 
after  his  first  service  in  the  infant  navy  of  the  new  states,  was 
installed  in  the  school  house  near  the  north  meeting  house, 
and  received  the  apparently  large  sum  of  sixty-eight  pounds 
and  fifteen  shillings  for  the  labors  of  one  month  and  fifteen 
days.  For  a  like  term  in  Ae  following  winter  he  received  the 
yet  more  liberal  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  after 
which  he  retired  from  the  teacher's  desk  and  returned  to  the 
naval  service.  Dr.  Sprague,  it  is  said,  beat  the  rudiments 
into  his  pupils  with  a  fervent  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  the 
system  of  Solomon.  It  was  in  remembrance  of  him  that  the 
late  Rev.  Thomas  Gushing  Thacher,  excited  by  "  a  peculiar 
sensibility "  at  the  mention  of  his  name,  wrote,  "  the  afflictions 
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of  my  childhood  were  neither  few  nor  far  between.""'^  The 
salary  which  he  received  dwindles  to  a  pittance  when  we  con- 
sider that  in  January,  1780,  eij^ht  shillings  and  nincpence  of 
his  money  would  buy  a  pound  of  beef,  wliile  eight  pounds 
would  pass  from  his  hands  for  a  bushel  of  Indian  corn. 


In  October,  1 780,  the  town  voted  to  raise 
three  thousand  pounds  "for  a  school; 
but  I  find  no  evidence  that  it  was  ex- 
pended, and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
a  school  existed  rather  in  name  than  in 
reality  for  two  or  three  years.  In  1783 
the  town  began  to  consider  the  question 
of  furnishing  better  accommodations  for 
the  scholars;  and,  with  long  discussions 
and  many  delays,  after  several  years  the 
work  out  of  which  has  grown  our  present  school  system  was 
begun.  Its  story,  however,  belongs  to  a  period  other  than  that 
which  we  are  considering. 

Rude  and  inadequate,  to  our  more  modem  understanding, 
were  the  schools  of  this  period ;  but  they  were  full  of  promise 
and  bore  the  germs  of  a  larger  growth.  Ltltle  supervision 
was  exercised  over  teachers  and  scholars.  From  time  to  time 
some  committee  was  chosen  to  locate  a  school  or  bargain  with 
a  teacher;  or  the  selectmen  were  ordered  by  a  town  meeting 

«  Ri  Centenm.ll  Book  of  AMdfn,  iSt.       The  home  of  Master  Jenkins,  s  par^ 

For  my  knowledge  of  the  immediate  tial  view  of  which  U  p  rn  in  the  f.  xt, 

•UCCessora  of  Master   fenkins   I   am  stood  on  that  portion  o{  the  old  Salera 

mostly  indc  T.t.  rl ti,.  /v^^/,„  p„^^^,  p.,,^  ^j,;^,,         remains  near  the  cor- 

theposseasion  of  the  Maiden  Poblic  ner  of  Salem  Street  »d<|  Broadway. 

"•"^T*  Vide  chap.  ii.  note  9. 
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to  attend  to  some  educational  matter.  The  first  school  com- 
mittee was  chosen  in  1789,  in  obedience  to  a  statute  passed  in 
that  year.  By  the  same  law  school  districts  were  authorized; 
but  the  system  was  not  ad(^;>t  cf!  here  until  ten  years  later. 

Kcading  and  writing  limited  the  education  of  most  girls. 
In  the  larger  towns  they  attended  d<une  schools  in  the  milder 
seasons  of  the  year;  but  in  the  smaller  communities,  like 
Maiden,  girls  took  their  chances  with  the  boys  in  attending 
the  travelling  school,  when  it  came  into  their  neighborhood  in 
its  periodical  round  from  place  to  place.  I  have  met  with 
no  early  instance  of  a  dame  school  in  Maiden  except  that  kept 
for  a  brief  time  by  Mrs.  Rebecca  Parker;**  and  it  was  several 
years  after  the  adoption  of  the  school  district  system  before 
a  woman  was  found  to  teach  in  a  public  school. 

Reading  and  writing  alone  were  essentials  in  the  schools; 
but  arithmetic  was  tauj:;ht  to  the  boys  in  most  of  them.  In 
1789  that  was  made  compulsory  with  spelling  and  grammar. 
Geograjjiiy  was  not  required  until  1827.  The  New  KntJi^land 
rriiner,  the  Westminster  Shorter  Catechism,  the  l^salter,  and 
the  Bible  were  the  text  books.  So  late  as  1826  a  friend  of 
the  writer,  now  dead,  wa<;  required  to  teach  the  Catecliism  in 
a  district  school  at  Wev  niouth.  It  has  been  remarked  that  the 
displacement  of  the  Hible  and  the  Psalter  by  the  spelling  book 
and  reader  and  the  decline  of  relii^ious  education  in  the  schools 
were  coincident  with  the  rapid  ^^rowth  of  the  many  isms  which 
followed  the  revolutionary  period  and  were  in  some  measure 
its  result. 

•*  Vide  chap.  xiii.  note  15. 
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THE  change  in  the  dividing  line  between  Maiden  and  Read- 
ing in  1727  was  not  wholly  satisfactory  to  all  who  were 
set  off  to  die  latter  town ;  and  it  left  a  neighborhood  of  Greens 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  Malden»  who  were  still  remote  from 
religious  privileges.  The  new  town  of  Stoneham,  at  Charles- 
town  End,  and  the  building  of  a  meeting  house  there,^  offered 
the  advantages  which  they  craved;  and  there  was  presented  to 
the  General  Court,  June  21,  1734, 

A  Petition  of  lohn  Green  Isaac  Green  lohn  Dexter  and  lonas  Green 
of  Maiden  and  David  Green  Thomas  Green  and  Samuel  Green  of 

Reading  setting  forth  their  Difficulty  to  attend  the  Publick  worship  of 
God  in  their  Towns  by  reason  of  their  Remoteness  from  the-  met-ting 
house  there  and  ihereforc  priyinfj  That  they  and  their  familvs  and 
Estates  may  by  order  of  this  Court  be  annexed  to  the  lown  of 
Stoneham.' 

I)a\  ill  and  Thomas  Green  were  of  the  ten  who  had  been  set 
off  to  Reading;  and  the  Maiden  petitioners  were  owners  aiid 

1  Maiden  women  gave   twenty  one    St  n.  Iiam.  jynko, //iiiMy  JIfidd/etfX 
shillings  and  sixpence  in  1727  towards    t.'.,  >i.  J42. 
famishing  the  new  meeting  house  in       *  GfHtral  Cmrt  Xtttrdi,  xvi.  sj^ 
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occupants  of  the  lands  which  lay  between  £11  Pond  and  the 
Reading  line,  covering  all  that  was  left  in  Maiden  of  the  old 
first  division  on  the  west  side  of  the  country  road.  John  Green 
occupied  the  farm  of  sixty-three  acres  which  had  belonged  to 
his  grandfather,  Thomas.  His  house  stood  on  the  way  to 
Stoneham,  a  little  west  of  the  great  road.*  John  Dexter  had 
married  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Joseph  Green.  The  General 
Court,  after  an  investigation  and  a  report  by  a  committee, 
voted, 

[December  31,  1734O         ^1*^  prayer  of  the  petition  be  ao  &r 

Granted,  as  that  the  pel"  lohn  Green,  Isaac  Green,  loseph  Green, 

Ii<hn  Dexter  lonas  Ctrccn,  with  nil  their  Lands  Contained  within  the 
followiiii;  boundarys  bcj^innin^  at  Stont-hani  line  and  Runing  down 
on  the  Seventh  Range  line  so  called  to  Eneas  [i'huieasj  Spragues  land, 

and  so  on  a  sttait  course  to  an  oak  tree  standing  between  Samuel  and 
loseph  Greens  land,  and  from  said  oak  tree  a  strait  coarse  to  the  coi^ 

ner  mark  between  the  said  Samuel  Greens  land  and  the  land  late  of 
lacob  C.reen.  deecd,  nt  or  near  the  Country  Road  thnt  £:oes  from 
Maiden  and  Readuig,  iS:  then  to  follow  the  dividing  line  between  Mai- 
den and  Reading  home  to  Stoneham  line,  be  annexed  to  and  aeeounied 
as  part  of  the  Town  of  Stoneham,  Subject  nevertheless  to  the  payment 
of  their  proportion  of  all  Rates  as  are  or  shall  be  assessed  by  the  Town 
of  Maiden  before  the  Twentieth  day  of  February  next  .  .  .  and  that 
the  persons  thereby  [hereby]  setoff  to  tlie  Town  of  Stoneham  pay  the 
account  of  the  Committees  time  &  Expence  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
Six  pounds  ten  shillings.^ 

This  territory,  comprising  most  of  the  section  now  known  as 
Melrose  Highlands,  remained  a  part  of  Stoneham  imtil  1853, 
when,  after  considerable  opposition  on  the  part  of  that  town,  it 
was  reunited  with  the  Commons  and  became  a  portion  of  the 
new  town  of  Melrose.  It  was  this  section  which,  on  its  union 
with  Stoneham,  broke,  at  its  northern  extremity,  the  long  west* 
cm  line  of  Maiden,  wliich  previously  ran  in  a  nearly  direct 
course  from  Creek  Head  at  Edgeworth  to  Reading. 

The  next  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  procure  the  cession 
to  Medford  of  a  portion  of  the  territory  which  had  come  from 

■  flreene.    Dtscrndants  of   Thomat       *  Gttural  Court  Rttords^  Jtvl  99. 
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Charlestown,  en  the  west  side  of  North  River;  and  the  town  at 
a  meeting*  held  May  16,  1735,  refused  to 

set  of  a  sarUin  tract  of  Land  lying  in  maiden  on  The  easterly  side  of 
medford  with  the  parson  and  the  estates  of  The  parsons  who  are  with 
The  said  town  of  medford  in  a  petition  to  the  town  of  maiden  from  the 
said  town  of  maiden  to  the  said  town  of  medford. 

This  apparently  related  to  the  estates  at  Blanchard's  Point, 
which  were  not  only  at  a  distance  but  were  separated  by  the 
river  and  marshes  from  the  meeting  house  and  school.  The 
petition  to  the  town  failing  to  find  favor,  the  project  rested  for 
a  while;  but  it  was  renewed  in  December,  1738,  when  there  was 
presented  to  the  General  Court 

A  Petition  of  Ebenezer  Brooks  and  others  a  Committee  for  the  1  own 
of  Medford :  Setting  forth  the  smalness  of  the  said  Town  and  the  con* 
venient  situation  of  certain  Tracts  of  land  Ijring  in  the  Towns  of 

Charlestow-n  and  Maiden,  to  be  joined  to  ^fedford,  and  Praying  that 

the  said  Tracts  ns  particularly  described  in  the  Petition  may  be  set  off 
from  their  respective  Towns  and  joined  to  the  Town  of  Medford 
accordingly.* 

The  petition  was  opposed  by  committees  of  the  two  towns; 
and,  their  answers  "  being  maturely  considered,"  it  failed  so  far 
as  the  Maiden  territory  was  concerned.  A  portion  of  Ch.irlcs- 
town,  lying  on  the  other  side  of  Medford,  was  ordered  by  the 
Council  to  be  annexed  to  the  latter  town ;  but  the  Represent- 
atives refused  to  concur,  and  the  circumscribed  limits  of  Med- 
ford remained  unchanged  until  1754,  when  its  bounds  were 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  Charlestown  lands  upon  the 
west  bank  of  the  upper  Mystic  and  the  wood-lots  lying  below 
Stoneham.    Blanchard's  Point  remained  a  part  of  Maiden  until 


'  General  Court  Reeort{s,\\\\.  {\)  323.  lK.cn  exaggerated.  The  3500  acres  of 
'  The  strailness  o{  MeUiord  at  this  Cradock  could  not  have  been  con- 
time  seems  to  have  been  but  little  under-  tained  in  the  2474  acres  which  Medford 
stood,  even  by  its  >  vii  historian.  "  I'e-  possessed  bcfon-  its  cril.u pcnictit  in 
culiar"  from  the  fust  in  its  formation  1754.  At  that  time  it  was  confined  to 
and  gOTernment,  it  comprised  only  the  the  easterly  bank  of  the  Mystic, 
sin-lij  jn.mnr  or  plant  ttioii  f  f'rovernor  iJlanchard's  Point  w  is  ;i  i>art  of  Mai- 
Cradock;  and  even  a  portion  of  that  den;  and  the  northern  line  of  the  town* 
may  have  been  within  the  borders  of  the  beginning  at  a  p<dnt  in  the  line  of  Mai* 
neighboring  towns,  or  its  extent  has  den.  south  of  the  county  roa^  tan 


1817/' 
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in  1735  a  most  malignant  disease,  popularly  known  as  **  the 
Throat  Illness,  or  a  Plague  in  the  Throat,"  appeared  in  New 
England  and  became  for  many  years  epidemic  and  of  frequent 
occurrence.  It  was  the  most  fatal  disease  ever  known  in  the 
country;  and  its  effects  could  only  be  compared  to  those  of  the 
great  plague,  which,  in  the  preceding  century,  had  ravaged 
the  city  of  London.  Its  cause  was  obscure;  but  its  early 
growth  was  marked  by  well  established  symptoms  and  its  pro- 
grcss  by  regular,  though  rapid,  stages.  Its  s>niptoms  were 
usually,  "  a  swelled  throat,  with  white  or  ash-colored  specks,  an 
efflorescence  on  the  skin,  great  debility  of  the  whole  system, 
and  a  tendency  to  putridity."  It  was  not  found  to  be  conta- 
gious,  for  it  spread  without  possible  communication  and  ap- 
peared without  warning  in  sequestered  locations.  The  Boston 
ph)'sicians  considered  it  "  to  proceed  from  some  occult  Quality 
in  the  Air,  and  not  from  any  observable  Infection  communicated 
by  Persons  or  Goods."'  It  was  afterwards  noticed  that  diseases 
among  cattle  prevailed  in  New  England  and  that  "  the  plague 
made  terrible  havoc  in  Egypt "  during  the  years  in  which  the 
throat  distemper  raged  in  England  and  America.  There  are 
not  wanting  indications  that  it  was  most  prevalent  after  seasons 
of  excessive  moisture  and  that  its  worst  ravages  were  in  low  and 
damp  locations.  The  season  in  which  It  commenced  in  1735 
was  "  unusually  wet  and  cold,  and  the  easterly  wind  greatly 
prevailed."  Popular  belief,  at  the  time,  attributed  its  first  ap* 
pearance  to  a  scourge  of  caterpillars,  which  devastated  the 
land,  as  similar  visitations  had  preceded  the  great  plagues  of 
history.*    Very  few  children  escaped  its  attacks  and  many 

W.N.W.,  and  Icfi  to  Charlcstown  all  that  canker  worm,  which  well  nigh  destroyed 

extensive  .in<l  |>tcttirc7<que  tract  of  hills  every  green  thing.    In  the  general  dis- 

anfl  woix!' itid  u!ii  ii  lit-  south  of  Spot  trr^s  n  da\  r.f  fasting  was  observed,  to 

I'ond.    It  the  line  of  the  present  Valley  iniplorc  the  rc-moval  of  the  scourge  ;  and 

Street  were  extended  across  the  tnap  it  on  that  day  Mr.  [Samuel]  Nfoody  [of 

would  vcr\'  nearly  give   the  northern  York]  officiated  for  his  son-in-law,  Kev. 

Loimdiry  of  the  town  as  at  first  estal)-  Joseph  Kmerson.  of  Maiden.    1  lit'  l.i:e 

lished.  Deacon  Samuel  Waite,  of  MaliL  i..  u--  d 

'  BosisH  Wttkly  Nrwt'Later,  April  to  fell  the  story  as  he  had  often  heard  it 

1736.  from  hi«  own  father,  who  was  an  cye- 

*  It  wa.s  about  thi*  time  that  the  fol-  witness  of  the  afT;»ir.    A  very  aged  lady, 

lowing  incident  occurred.  "  At  a  certain  yet  living  [1S47],  tells  it  as  she  received 

time  great  ravages  were  made  fay  the  it  from  hergraiidmother.   Dea.  Waite's 
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adults  came  under  its  baleful  influence.  It  was,  in  the  wont 
cases,  usually  fatal  on  the  third  day,  and  many  of  those  who 


father  said  that  when  they  went  to  the 
meeting-house  that  moniing,  the  canker- 

worms  \ver<"  so  numerous  that  yu 
couki  scarce  set  duwn  the  tuul  wiiliout 
crushing  them  l)y  the  score.  The  lady 
rffcrrcd  t  i  iMt  i^ilv  alsiuiuJ  to  liic  same 
Circumstance,  but  said  liui  »hc 
crossed  the  stone  walls  on  her  way,  she 
saw  them  hanging  on  the  hushes,  as  she 
was  wont  to  phr.isc  ii,  '  ui  pecks.' 

**Mr.  Moody's  text  wa-s  from  Mai. 
iii.  I! :  '  I  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for 
your  sakes.*  A*  he  became  warmed 
with  hi.s  subject,  he  seemed  fillt  J  with  a 
sort  of  prophetic  fire,  and  ut  last  ap- 
pealed to  his  heaTer.<i  in  terms  like  the 
following;  — '  Hrclhren,  here  is  the 
promise  (rf  God!  Do  you  believe  it? 
Will  yon  repose  full  confidence  in  it? 
I  believe  it,  and  feel  an  assurance  in  my 
soul  that  God  will  bring  it  to  pass.'  It 
was  given  to  him  according  to  his  faith ; 
fur  wln.ii  tt  I.'  snnu'  Aliit  protracted  ser- 
vice was  done,  the  destroyer  had  disap> 
pea  red  at  the  rebuke  of  the  Lord.  Not 

on.;  nf  the  ii)-:.-t-..  wliuh  !i,ul  l)Cfn  so 
multitudinous,  was  to  be  seen  alive. 
The  father  of  Dea.  Watte  said  that  he 
saw  them  lying  dead  in  '  littl<  uii-,.!- 
rows '  on  the  shores  of  the  creek  which 
runs  throu<ih  the  town.  These  urere 
probably  left  by  the  receding  of  the 
tide-water  which  had  been  liraiuing  from 
the  meadows."  Moo<ly,  Buy^apkkal 
Sk/ti  lus  of  the  AfooJy  Fitmily,  62,  63. 

Our  fatiiers  knew  little  of  the  times 
and  seasons  of  God's  work  in  nature. 
It  Is  a  tradition  that  the  sudden  dis- 
appearance of  the  scourges  was  caused 
by  .^s  suikkn  a  change  in  the  weather; 
but  it  is  more  likely  that  they  had  ful- 
filled their  time,  and  that  a  natural 
organic  change  swe|)t  them  away. 
Droughts,  storms,  earthquakes,  and 
pests  of  worms  and  grasshoppers  were 
signs  of  (lod's  displeasure  and  instru- 
ments of  ilia  wrath,  and  their  coming 
and  Rofng  were  recorded  with  fear. 
Jolm  Ifu'l  w:.  r^-  in  I'.-.i  :  "The  canker- 
worm  hath,  for  the  four  years,  devoured 
most  of  the  apples  in  Boston,  that  the 
apple-trees  took,  in  4th  month,  a*  if  it 


was  the  9th  month."  Ameritan  Antif. 
S».  CM^  lii.  203    Thereafter  he  and  his 

son-in-law,  the  di.irist  Scwall,  .iftei  lum, 
note  such  pubiic  calaauuc4>  Mita  c^kiciut 
hands.  In  16S5  both  a  drought  and 
the  L.iteriiilLirs  ^l>ililed  the  land  .  and  m 
1706  iasts  \veic  held  in  many  places  to 
implore  deliverance  fn>m  the 


In  1743  ".Multitudes  of  worms  eat  al- 
most every  ^rc-en  thing  ui  the  ground." 
Lewis,  History  tf  Lynn,  ^76,  And  six 
years  later  the  grasshoppers  ate  what 
an  excessive  drought  spared. 

"  In  1770,  cotemporary  with  the 
clouds  of  flies  in  India  and  a  most  fatal 
pestilence  among  men  and  cattle  in 
Europe,  appeared  in  America  a  black 
worm  about  one  inch  and  .\  ^alf  in 
length,  which  devoured  the  gra^s  and 
corn.  Never  was  a  more  singular 
pbenomenoQ.  These  animals  were 
generated  suddenly  in  the  northern 
states  of  America,  and  almost  covered 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  of  country. 
They  all  moved  nearly  in  one  direction, 
and  when  they  were  intercepted  bv 
furrows,  in  plowed  land,  they  fell  into 
them  in  such  numbers  as  to  form  heaps. 
They  ^•'n-.;ht  six  Iter  in  tlic  grass,  a  hot 
sun  being  faul  to  them.  Theiy  dis- 
appeared suddenly  afwut  the  dose  of 
June  .nnd  beginniiiL;  ..f  Jnlv."  Webster, 
Jhstoryof  Kf-UUfttic  and  PesUitnt$<U  Dii' 
easett,  i.  259. 

These  worms  h.ive  appr  i  t  d  it  other 
times,  and  were  considered  by  WcU*tcr 
"to  be  the  harbingers  of  pestilence:  at 
least  they  have  preceded  disf.ases  in 
America."  \\ eh^ttx,  ut  m/tra.  In  1791 
the  canker  worm  appeared  "  in  numbers 

Ixfore  unexampled,"  and  devoured  the 
orchards  over  the  country.  They  con- 
tinued three  or  four  years ;  and  in  1799 

it  was  said  that  m  iny  trees  h.id  rot 
cfivercd  from  their  ravages.  Alx»ue  the 
same  time  the  palmer  worm  devastated 
the  forests.  So  cjmmon  have  the  \  isi- 
tationn  of  cati  rpill.irs.  wi>rms.  and  other 
creeping.  cra.wling,  and  flving  things  be- 
come that  they  have  ceased  to  excite  ;  uH- 
lic  attention,  and  they  axe  no  longer  feared 
as  precuisors  of  disease  and  deatk 


I 
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recovered  were  impaired  in  health  and  died  at  an  early  age. 

Webster  says,  "it  was  literally  the  plague  among  children."* 
It  is  said  to  have  extended  over  the  country  *'  from  Pemaquid 
to  Carolina/'  although  little  is  known  of  its  effects  in  the  middle 
and  southern  provinces.  It  is  better  known  at  the  present  day 
as  diphtheria,  a  disease  which  has  not  wholly  lost  its  terrors 
nor  been  disarmed  of  its  fearful  fatality.'*'  The  celebrated  Dr. 
Josiah  Bartlett  of  New  Hampshire  introduced  the  use  of  Per- 
ttvian  bark  in  its  treatment  with  success;  and  the  same 
remedy,  under  its  later  form  of  quinine,  is  still  employed  by 
practitioners." 

Although  the  disease  widely  prevailed  in  the  years  173$  and 
1736,  Maiden  seems  to  have  escaped  any  extended  visitation, 
though  a  few  fatal  cases,  which  cannot  now  be  distinguished 
with  certainty,  may  have  occurred  until  1738,  when  it  appeared 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  town.''  There  may  have  been 
several  cases  in  the  spring  or  early  summer;  but  about  the 
beginning  of  Juls"  they  multiplied,  and  in  the  space  of  a  little 
more  than  three  months  forty  persons  died.  In  this  brief 
time  two  families  buried  three  children  each,  two  more  buried 


'  Ifc  also  says:  "In  somr  places, 
this  disteniper  was  more  fatal  than  in 
others  —  country  towns  suffered  mme 
th.m  j)ii;>iilous  I  hies.  .  .  .  Scorbutic 
people  and  those  who  lived  on  pork, 
snd  of  course  the  poor,  suffered  most. 
In  soni<j  f.iniilics  it  was  cnmpnrafively 
mild  —  in  others  it  was  malignant  lik« 
ft  plAgue."  Weh«ter,  Sittory  if  Bfi- 
demic  and  PntUtntUJ  Diteota,  i.  233, 
234- 

v>  nr.  William  Douglass,  a  Scotch 
ph\'<<iri.tii  of  Ito'.ton,  wrote  "  Tkf  Frac- 
tittti  Hiiti»y  of  a  .\'tu>  Lfidfmical  F.rtif^- 
th't  Afilictty  Frt'er,  with  an  j4nip>"t 
Ulfusntiosa  whieh  Prevailed  in  BosUm 
New  Eni^iand  in  the  Yean  I/J^  and 
1736,"  which  is  considered  by  competent 
judges  the  best  work  extant  upon  the 
subject  of  which  it  treats.  This  was  re- 
printed in  AVt«  England  Ji  inn :!  cf 
Aieditine  and  Sur^iery,  xiv.  For  other 
accounts  of  the  distemper  see  Beitmap, 
( Farmer's  1  Ifift  ry  ,if  X.  w  flam f^^ shir,-, 
234-236^  Webster,  History  of  Efidemu 


tjiid  Pi  ih!ential  Diseases, '\.  233-235;  and 
Green,  Histvy  of  Aieditine  in  Mmsaehu- 
settt,  69,  7a  These  authors  mostly  fol- 
low Douglass.  In  1754  the  town  of 
Kingston,  N.  H.,  waa  again  visited  by 
the  diaeaae,  which  spread  to  the  ad* 
jacent  parts  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts,  and  in  some  measure  all 
over  the  country.  A  l  account  of 
this  visitation  appcarcil  in  the  Boston 
Daily  Jourtttil,  P'tbruar)  19.  26,  18S1. 

»  A  great-grcat-aunt  of  the  writer 
was  treated  in  this  disease  by  an  appli- 
cation of  crushed  millepeds  —  sow-bugs 
and  their  fellows!  She  lived,  but  lost 
the  free  use  of  her  vdc*. 

>•  Lewis  says  that  in  Octoiier,  1732, 
"an  epidemic  cold  affected  most  '  t  ilie 
people  in  Lynn ; "  but  he  does  not  men- 
tion the  distemper  until  1740.  when  he 
says:  "A  fatal  discisi-,  <  iKc!  the  tliroat 
distemper,  prevailed  in  Lynn,  and  many 
fell  victims  to  it.  In  October,  sii  chil- 
dren died  in  one  week.**  Lewis* /ffiiTifrf 
of  Lynn,  325. 
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four  each,  and  another,  that  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Howard, 
lost  five  in  the  short  space  of  seventeen  days.  Among  the 
early  victims  was  an  adult,  Phineas  Upham,  Jr.,  "  a  religious 
and  desireabic  Man,"  who  died  July  17,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one 
years.'*'  So  rapid  and  fatal  a  dispensation  could  not  fail  to 
carry  terror  and  dismay  to  the  people  of  the  little  town ;  and 
1738  was  long  remembered  in  family  traditions  as  a  year  of 
sorrow." 

The  manifestations  of  God's  wrath  and  the  evidences  of  His 
abounding  love  were  often  coupled  in  the  experiences  of  our 
fathers.  The  scourge  which  passed  over  the  country  brought 
the  great  questions  of  life  and  death  more  closely  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people;  and  a  revival,  which  had  arisen  in  1734, 
swept  like  a  cleansing  fire  over  the  western  towns  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  down  the  Connecticut  valley,  and  dissipated  for 
a  brief  season  the  mists  which  had  settled  upon  the  religious 
life  of  the  province. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  tide  of  spiritual  religion  ever 
reached  in  this  country  a  point  lower  than  that  at  which  it 
stood  about  the  beginning  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  last 
century  and  for  many  years  after.  The  mischievous  practice 
of  the  half-way  covenant  had  leavened  the  church  with  unright- 
eousness; and  although  Arminianism  was  as  yet  unavowed 
and  not  an  article  of  the  ancient  creed  had  been  renounced. 


Kmerson,  A  UWJ  to  those  that  are 
Ajftietfit  fety  Mhc/i,  7. 

**  Durin;;  the  prevalence  of  the  dis- 
ease, Mr.  liniersoii  preached  two  ser- 
moits,  the  lirst  uf  which  was  entitled : 
Early  Piety  EncourafyJ.  A  Disionrse 
OiKasUm'J  (fy  the  /.'»/«/  anJ  triumphant 
Dfiitk  of  a  VoMH^'  H'oman  of  MaUen, 
Who  died  of  the  Ihrcnit  Distemfer,  Sef>t. 
6,  173S.  ^E/at.  31.  The  youn>;  woman 
was  Abigail,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (drover)  Upham,  whose  death  as 
described  by  Mr.  Kmer<on  wa«  that  of 
an  old-time  enthu<«iast.  "  She  sovight  the 
Lord  early,  and  found  him;"  and  her 
example  was  urged  ujv^n  the  yuth  of 
Maiden  l^cause  it  wa'*  "a  ver>-  remark- 
able one."    "It  i*  not  to  f raise  the 


Dead"  says  the  preacher,  " that  I  have 
repeated  these  Things,  but  to  exale  and 
en(oura\;e  the  Lnins;."  The  text,  Prov. 
viii.  17,  was  one  which  had  been  given 
her  by  her  grandfather.  John  Upham, 
upon  his  death  bed.  .Samuel  and  .Mary 
Upham  lost  four  children  by  the  dis- 
temper. 

The  other  sermon,  which  was 
Preiith'd  at  the  Lecture  in  .\fa!den. 
October  20/h,  I- On  Oecasion  of  the 
refilled  and  multif/ied  Dfatms  of  Chit- 
dren  in  manv  Families  in  said  T.tvn.  ft 
the  ThrotU  Diitemfer,  hail  a  more  gen- 
eral application. 

The  facsimiles  which  are  Riven  in  the 
text  are  from  copies  in  the  F'rince  Li- 
brary, now  in  the  Ponton  Public  Library. 
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many  of  the  churches,  especially  of  those  around  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  were  silently  drifting  away  from  the  faith  of  the 
fathers.   The  miscarriage  of  an  attempt  to  hold  a  general 

Early  Piety 

Eucoonged. 
A 

DISCOURSE 

occafion'd  by  the 
joyful  and  triumphant  Death 

of  3 

Young  Woman 

of  M^LD£iV; 
Who  died  of  the  Tliroat-Difteniper» 
Stpt.  <S«  1738.  JEtat,  SI. 


11%^   Dedication  h  tU  CbUdren  and 
Ihntk  cf/aid  Tmw. 


B7  Jofeph  Emerfon,  V.  D.  M. 

Jer.  M.  7  /  remaiJhr  Thee,  the  Knuh^i  tfy 

r^^;h,  and  the  L*ve  of  thine  Efpcufalr. 
I  Cor.  XV,  J 5.  O  Death,  Where  it  tky  StiHg  ? 


BOSrONi  Printed  by  J.  Drat&r^  Ult 
H.  l^JftTf  in  Corohill.  1738. 

synod  in  17251  which  marked  a  wider  separation  of  church  and 
state,  and  the  financial  distresses  which  prevailed,  weakening 
the  support  of  religious  observances,  completed  the  demoral- 
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izatioa  of  the  churches;  and  the  torpid  and  cautious  preaching 
of  many  of  the  clergy  was  an  evident  reflex  of  the  faint 
orthodoxy  whkh  filled  the  land.  The  "great  earthquake" 


A  Word  to  tbofc  that  ate 


SERMON 

t^fcach'd  at  the 

Ledure  in  Adalden, 

coder  20th  1738* 

On  Occafion  of  the  repeaccd  and  mDlti« 
plied  DEATHS  of  Children  in  many 
Families  in  faid  Towo,  by  the  Zbroot 

By  7q/ej*  Emaicti,  M.  A. 


Pfalm  cxvi.  lo.  — 2  was  greatly  afliCfcd. 
P/alm  cxix.  50.  This  u  my  Comfort  in  my  Af'> 


BOSTON  .   Printed  by  7,  /Mtfk  fi» 
Filficr,  ia  CornhUi  lU^T^^ 

of  1727,  by  its  physical  disturbances,  induced  an  awakening  of 
life  in  the  churches ;  but  its  general  results  were  of  no  lasting 
duration.   At  length  the  tendencies  toward  spiritual  action. 
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if  they  existed  at  all,  became  so  plainly  verging  upon  Armiii- 
ianisni,  uiul  its  open  preachin[^  became  so  common,  iiiat  the 
fcara  of  the  more  conservative  clergy  were  aroused;  and  a 
controversy  arose,  which  was  distinguished  by  the  famous 
discourses  of  Jonathan  Edwards  upon  Justification  by  Faith 
alone.  These  discourses  were  the  immediate  cause  of  tiie 
revival  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  which  was  not  without  a 
powerful  influence  in  other  parts  of  New  England  and  prepared 
the  way  for  the  remarkable  uprising  which  fullowed  the  preach- 
ing of  George  VVhitefield  in  1740.  The  latter  revival,  which 
has  passed  into  histor>'  as  *'  the  Great  Awakening,"  fostered 
by  the  preaching  of  Whitefield  and  Tennant,  spread  over  the 
land  with  resistless  power  and  produced  results  which  are  yet 
of  force.  It  destroyed  the  half-way  covenant  and  breathed 
the  pure  air  of  health  into  the  declining  churches;  it  defined 
more  clearly  the  line  between  the  conflicting  tenets  of  Calvin- 
ism and  Arminianism  and  developed  a  spirit  of  religious  liberty 
which  paralleled  that  of  political  freedom^  which  began  to 
animate  the  people. 

There  is  little  of  certainty  known  as  to  the  course  of  the 
revival  in  Maiden;  and  the  presence  of  the  trouble  between 
the  hvo  parishes  must  have  tended  to  lessen  its  elTects.  The 
rccu^iiued  piety  and  Calvinistic  preaching  of  Mr*  Emerson, 
however,  were  favorable  in  the  old  parish  and  could  not  have 
been  without  some  influence  upon  the  pe(  pie;  and  tradition 
indicates  that  the  Great  Awakening  was  both  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged in  the  church  of  Wigglesworth.  That  a  reaching  out 
for  better  spiritual  things  existed,  which  excited  the  attention 
of  Whitefield  and  induced  his  presence,  may,  not  unreasonably, 
be  presumed.   He  says :  — 

Monday,  October  6,  [1740.]    At  the  Intreaty  of  Mr.  Emerson, 

Son<in-Iiaw  to  dear  Mr.  Mood\\  I  believe  a  real  Man  of  God  ;  wc 
went  to  Maiden,  14  Miles  from  Sfnrhleheail,  where  I  pmrhcd  not 
with  murh  Power  as  in  the  Murnmu'.  Rut  one  (Jirl  came  crying  to 
me  and  saying,  She  feared  she  had  not  true  Faith  in  Jesus.  Oh  that 
thousands  others  began  to  doubt  also!  Here  the  Secretary  and 
several  Friends  from  Boston  gave  us  the  meeting;  with  them  after 

4< 
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Unitarian  —  a  religion  of  enthusiasm  and  faith  and  a  religion 
of  culture  and  thou<,'ht ;  and  midway  between  them  stood  the 
ancient  church  renewed  and  quickened  with  an  earnest  grace 
that  retained  all  the  strength  and  beauty  of  old,  while  it 
renounced  forever  the  weaknesses  and  faults  of  the  years 
which  had  passed  away. 

The  internal  affairs  of  the  North  Church  and  parish  during 
the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Emerson  appear  to  have  been  favorable 
to  prosperity  and  to  such  growth  as  could  come  out  of  the 
humble  circumstances  of  the  people.  The  controversy  with 
the  "south  side  inhabitants"  gave  little  time  for  differences 
within;  and  the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Emerson  was  held 
strengthened  his  influence  and  gave  force  to  his  teachings. 
The  loss  of  the  pastor's  diary  and  the  absence  of  the  church 
records  leave  us  little  to  record  The  parish  records,  beyond 
the  story  of  the  trouble  with  the  rival  precinct,  present  mostly 
details  which  are  curious  or  quaint  and  throw  a  mellow  light 
upon  the  simple  ways  of  our  predecessors;  and  he  who 
traces  the  progress  and,  growth  of  the  town  may  be  pardoned 
if  he  pause  awhile  over  matters  which,  though  of  moment  to 
the  men  of  the  eighteenth  century,  seem  trivial  in  these  later 
days. 

Upon  the  division  of  the  town  the  ownership  of  the  meeting 
house  at  Lewis's  Bridge  was  transferred  to  the  old  parish  and 
votes  relating  to  its  repairs,  as  well  as  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
ministry,  no  longer  appear  upon  the  town  records.  In  January, 
174^,  a  committee  was  chosen  by  the  parish  to  "Buld  pewes 
Round  by  the  woles  of  y*  metteing  house ; "  and  Bernard 
Townsend  was  allowed  to  build  a  pew  on  condition  "  that  he 
will  menten  the  glass  a  ganst  it  and  Return  it  to  y*  parish  when 
he  and  his  Wife  Remoued  out  of  this  parish."'^  This  pew 
reverted  to  the  parish  in  1764,  when  the  committee,  "which 

M  Bernard  Townsend.  a  merchant  of  Salem  Road,  excepting  three  acres  on 

lioston,  removt  tl  to  Sc.ut.in  alxuit  174S.  the  rviriliLrii  AAk  nn  uh-i  Ii  iht;  house 

lie  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  stood.    He  remained  not  many  years  in 

peace  in  174^  was  selectman  in  1751  Maiden ;  and  bis  lands  were  sold  by  bis 

and  1752,  and  rcpn  -;.  ntitivo  in  the  Inttr  r  adorncy,  Dr.  William  Clark  vA  Boston, 

year.   His  farm  of  one  hundred  and  six-  in  1 759. 
teen  acres  was  on  the  south  side  of  the 
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w«r  chv-vt  V.  Lr.z  c-rt  the  LcG  arii  sdl  tit=:  ~<  I'-^bcr 
t-'itr,'       a-::h-,rize-d  ~io  sell  tie  parishes  zee  :'-ir  w^b  Bara- 

Th^  n:**:t:r.5  h-^use  began  to  get  cct  reoair  a=-i  c^re  room 
wa%  req-irerl  f-^r  j>r*5.  la  L>cce3:>er.  17^3.  the  parish  voted 
t>.^t  *•  the  c:^;r.5  ar.i  ••'vnjeas  aonh  Stair  be  tc-vk  down  in  order 
to  bt::Id  more  p-e^,"  and  "  to  Lo-Aer  the  meeting  house  at  ibc 
top  as  vx/H  as  the  Season  of  the  year  will  a  Low  in  a  proper 
manner."  At  the  same  lime  it  was  "  zcuJ  meassers:  mr  Sanr- 
howard  Jsaac  hi!I  and  m'  Thomas  hills  a  Comoiitiec  two  agree 
with  a  carpentor  or  Carpcntors  to  Lower  the  meeting  l.ouse  as 
in  their  Judgement  they  think  proper."  Five  months  later  the 
latter  vote  was  reconsidered  and  it  was  voted  "  not  to  Lower 
the  meeting  [house]  at  the  Top.  but  to  Repeair  it  as  it  is  with 
the  money  the  puc  Lots  sold  for."  It  was  voted  not  **  to  put 
Sash  Glass  in  the  windos,"  but  to  have  "  the  whole  of  the  Glass 
.  .  .  set  in  wood  as  peart  is  now ;  "  and 

it  past  in  the  aflairmitive  ...  to  new  clabord  the  Est  End  of  the 
mccting-hoiive  and  fore  sid.  and  the  west  End  if  the  Committee,  and 
Carjjcntors  think  best  after  they  have  don  the  end  and  four  sid.  and 
make  water  tables  Round  the  meeting  house  ...  to  new  Shingle  the 
S^jiithard  Side  of  the  meeting  house  Rooff.  and  buld  a  Bell  free  and  put 
up  the  Spindle  again  and  weather  Cock  as  before. 

It  was  also  voted  that  "  new  doorcs  [be]  maid  to  the  meeting 
house  and  maid  Lower  in  proper  Shape,  and  Shells  over  the 
dorcs.  dorcs  and  windos  to  be  painted,"  and  "that  the  meeting 
house  be  Repair**  as  to  the  Jn  Side  work  by  Jron  Straps  and 
bolts,  and  Scaihng  whcir  it  wants  and  Seats  be  Repeair^  and 
maid  up  a  gain."  In  the  following  September  the  vote  relat- 
ing to  the  windows  was  reconsidered  and  it  was  voted  "  to  put 
Sash  Glass  in  the  windos  and  new  frames  and  new  Squcars  in 
all  the  windos  in  the  meeting  house,"  and  "to  take  up  the 
three  hind  Seats  both  mens  and  womcns  in  order  to  make  more 
pues  to  be  Sold  to  the  highest  bidder."  A  committee  was 
appointed  "to  sell  the  puc  Lots  to  the  highest  bidder  to  wards 
Repcairing  the  meeting  house."  At  the  same  time  the  parish 
remembered  the  pastor,  and  it  was  voted  "  to  Shingle  the  one 


BEFORE  THE  REVOLUTION. 


645 


half  of  the  RooflT  of  the  Reucii''  mr  Joseph  Emersons  house  that 
is  the  Back  Side  of  the  roolT." 

In  March,  1765,  the  parish  anticipated  a  regulation  of  later 
days,  refusing  to  "  alow  that  the  allys  in  the  meeting  house 
have  chairs  Set  in  them  in  time  of  Sarvis."  The  work  of  repair- 
ing the  house  appears  to  have  proceeded  with  the  usual  tardi- 
ness; and  it  was  unfinished  in  March,  1767,  when  the  vote  in 
relation  to  a  belfry,  which  was  passed  in  1764,  was  reconsidered 
and  it  was  "  Voted  to  Repair  said  Uellfree  &  Build  a  Steple." 

In  the  meantime  the  pastorate  of  nearly  forty-six  years  and 
the  beneficent  work  of  a  life,  which  seems  to  have  been  as 
simple  and  unpretending  as  it  was  fervent  and  sincere,  were 
drawing  to  a  close;  and  that  close  was  sudden  and  unexpected 
and  fell  as  a  heavy  weight  upon  the  church  and  parish.  Says 
the  parish  record :  - 

[»767,J  July:  14  This  Day  Sent  a  warrant  to  warn  the  freehoUlers 
&ce  To  meet  at  the  North  Parrish  meeting  hous  occasionetl  by  the 
Death  of  the  Rev^  Pastor  M'  Joseph  Emmcrson  who  Deceased  the 
Last  night. 

More  definite  is  the  town  record  which  says:  — 

The  Rev'  Joseph  Emerson  consort  to  Mrs.  Mary  Emerson  who  had 
been  in  the  Judgment  of  charity  a  faithfull  minister  here,  and  that  for 
the  space  of  forty  and  five  years.  Deceased  in  the  evening  of  the  13 
day  of  July  1767  very  soon  after  lying  down  to  sleep  who  was  chcirly 
and  in  health  before.* 


"  The  ".Steple"  was  finally  built. 
John  Paine  had  five  orders,  June  27, 
176S,  for  a  total  amount  of  nineteen 
pounds,  two  shillings,  and  fourpcnce, 
"for  his  bulding  the  Steple  vpon  the 
meeting  house." 

It  waa  voted,  May  17,  1770,  "to  sell 
two  I'cw  Lot.s  to  be  took  of  from  the 
womens  seats  below  at  the  Back  of  said 
seats."  the  proceeds  to  be  used  to  pur- 
chase a  piece  of  salt  marsh  for  the 
parsnn.iRe.  Three  years  later  it  was 
voted  "  to  Repair  by  ntaking  new  two 
windows  on  the  north  Side  of  the  meet- 
ing house;"  and  in  1774  it  was  deter- 
mined "to  Sash  the  five  windows  in  the 
meeting  house,"  and  to  number  the 
pews.  • 


Mr.  Kmcrson  had  nine  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  ten  lived  to 
follow  him  to  the  grave.  Of  the  seven 
surviving  sons  three  were  ministers,  of 
whom  Joseph,  the  eldest,  of  repperell, 
and  John,  the  youngest,  of  Conway,  aic 
mentioned  elsewhere. 

William,  the  twelfth  child,  was  born 
in  Mahien  .May  31.  1743.  and  was  gratl- 
ualcd  at  Harvard  College  in  1761.  Mc 
entered  upon  the  study  of  theology  with 
his  father,  and  was  orilained  January  i, 
1766,  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Con- 
cord, of  which  his  ancestors,  Peter  and 
Kdw.ird  Hulk  lev.  had  been  early  minis- 
ters. "Mis  ardent  love  for  his  country." 
it  is  said,  "  prevailed  on  him  to  contri- 
bute, by  his  intellectual  and  personal 
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The  parish  **  Voted  to  Raise  the  Sum  of  Thirty  Pounds  L: 
money  to  defray  the  Charges  of  the  funeral  &;  the  same  sum  to 
be  Given  to  mrs:  Emerson  to  her  Disposal  Said  Sum  to  be 


services  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the 
great  conflict  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion." His  sermon  to  the  military  of 
Concord,  which  was  preached  March  13, 
1775,  and  afterwards  repeati  d  at  Acton, 
is  said  to  have  Ixen  "  a  powerful  appeal 
to  the  feelings  and  tinderstandlng  of  his 
audience,  ami  to  Heaven  for  the  just- 
ness of  their  cause;"  and  sinking  into 
the  hearts  of  the  soldiery  of  those  towns, 
it  bore  fruit  a  fcw  weeks  later  at  the  Old 
North  Bridge. 

In  Angnst,  1776.  he  joined  the  army 
as  a  chaplato  at  Ticonderoga,  where  he 
continued  bnt  a  short  time,  being  dis- 
charged Ivy  General  Gates,  September 
18,  on  account  of  ill  health.  Returning 
homeward,  his  disease  increased;  and 
he  was  obliged  to  stop  at  tiie  little 
settlement  of  Rutland,  on  Otter  Creek, 
where  he  remained  suffering  with  a 
bilious  fever,  which  he  bore  "  with  great 
composure,  resignation,  and  Christian 
fortitude."  lie  died  Sunday,  October 
ao,  1776,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  and  was  buried  with  military 
honors  by  a  detachment  from  the  army. 
A  monument  to  his  memory  was  erected 
by  the  town  of  Concord  fifty  years  after 
his  death,  on  which  he  is  described  as 
"enthusiastic,  eloquent, affectionate  and 
pious;  he  loved  hit  Earaily,  his  people, 
his  God,  and  his  country.  And  to  thb 
last  be  yielded  the  cheerful  sacrifice  of 
his  life." 

ft  is  said  that  his  personal  appear- 
ance w.is  pleasing  and  prepossessing 
and  his  manners  familiar  and  gentle- 
manly." One  who  wrote  soon  after  his 
death  said:  —  "  His  ministerial  gifts  and 
graces  were  distingui-shing.  and  not  only 
endeared  him  to  his  (lock,  but  promised 
growing  rt-putalion  in  the  churches  In 
his  public  discourses,  he  discovered 
vivadty  of  genius,  a  polite  taste,  fadlity 

of  expression,  and  a  gmrl  dfgrec  of  lit- 
erary knowledge.  liis  doctrine  was 
dear;  his  exhortations  pungent;  and 

reproofs,  when  ncce-sirv.  he  arlmitiis- 
tered  with  becoming  gravity  ai»d  author- 


ity.  In  friendly  conversation  he  was 

communicative  and  facetious,  thoi^h 
not  unmindful  of  his  ministerial  charac« 
ter.  And  in  Ma  family  connections  he 

was  kind  and  tenderhearted,  careful  to 
discharge  his  duty  and  exemphfy  the 
power  of  Christian  love  as  well  as  natu- 

r.il  affection."  His  son,  William,  a  dis- 
tinguished early  Unitarian,  was  the  tiist 
minister  of  Harvard  and  was  afterwards 
settled  over  the  First  C"hurch  of  Boston 
until  his  death  in  iSi  1.  .'\s  a  writer  and 
speaker,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
men  of  his  day ;  but  his  fame  has  been 
eclipsed  by  that  of  his  son,  the  Concord 
essayist  ami  poet,  Ralph  Waldo  Emer- 
son. Cf.  Boston  Gatette,  November  4, 
1776:  Shattuck,  History  of  Concord,  94 
et  seq. 

Waldo,  another  son  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Emerson,  who  was  bom  in  173$,  was  a 

prosperous  merchant  or  trader  in  that 
part  of  Welb  which  is  now  Kennebunk; 
and  he  appears  to  have  inherited  many 
of  the  characteristics  of  his  father.  He 
died  suddenly,  April  i,  1774,  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-eight  years,  and  was  ro> 
niemlu  ri-d  .is  an  upright  and  enterpris- 
ing man  and  a  useful  citizen.  A  view 
of  the  house  which  he  built  about  1760 
anil  which  is  siil'  standing  in  Kenncbmik, 
is  given  in  Whitefield,  Homes  of  our 
F^ref«tker$.  He  married  in  1759  Sarah 
Hill,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Mill,  of  Rochester,  N.  H.,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Abraham  Hill  of  Maiden, 
who  was  then  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  She  died  soon  .if  ter  her  hu.<tband, 
leavittg  an  only  surviving  child,  Sarah, 
who  married  Theodore  I.yman  at  the 
infantile  age  of  fourteen  years.  Cf. 
Bourne.  MiOorypf  IVttlt  «nd  Ktmtuhmkf 

402. 

The  other  sons  of  Mr.  Emerson  were 
Edward,  bom  April  i.  1728,  who  le- 
moved  to  York,  where  he  was  living  in 
17S0;  .Samuel,  bom  July  7,  1730;  an<l 
Bulkley,  l)orn  June  15,  1732,  who  wa«  a 
stationer  in  NewburjrpOTt,  where  he  was 
living  in  1780. 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


BEFORE  THE  REVOLUTION. 


647 


Paid  in  three  months  from  said  Date,  [July  14,  1767;]"  but 
refused  a  vote  to  furnish  a  gravestone. 


AN 


EXTRACT 


FKOM  A  LA.TC 


SERMON 

On  the  DtATH  of  the  Reverend 

Mr.  Joseph  Emerson, 

Pallor  of  the  Fifft  Church  in  Mxi-ofcX. 
Who  Died  very  faddcnly 

On  Mond»y  Evening  >^  ijtb,  17^7- 
la  the  68ih  Year  of  hit  Ag». 

Delivered  at  Maiden^ 

By  JOSEPH  EMERSON,  A.M. 

Paftor  of  the  Church  at  Ptrrc«.RELi.. 


Zecm.  1.5.  TourTatberiy'uJterear  they?  Jnd 

tht  Prof>httiy  do  they  live  for  tver  i> 
Mal.  I.  (>.  a  Son  honoreth  hit  Father. 


BOSTON: 
IPfintcd  by  EoES  &  C«Lt,  forBi/LK  ei-cy  EMrJivoN,| 

Of  NcW9VRY-Po«T', 

"mdcclxvii. 


Mary,  the  eldest  <laughter,  married  died  in  1758.  Rebecca  was  well  ad- 
thc  kcv.  Uanicl  Little,  of  Wells,  and    vanccd  in  life  when  she  married  Jacob 
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The  character  of  Mr.  Emerson  is  sketched  in  another  place. 
Tlie  memory  of  his  piety  and  sweetness  continued  many  }  cars, 
I  doubt  not,  in  the  church  and  among  the  people  with  whom 
his  life  was  spent;  but  as  they  who  knew  him  passed  away,  so 
passed  the  knowledge  of  his  virtues.  After  many  years  his 
name  was  again  remembered  and  the  limerson  School,  and 
a  mossy  stone  at  Sandy  Hank  are  his  memorials.  When 
I  sought  some  trace  of  his  memory  in  village  traditions  a 
hundred  years  after  his  death,  I  found  but  this:  "He  carried 
a  woman's  mulT  in  cold  weather."    Eht'u  .'^^ 


Parker  in  1777.  The  next  year,  re- 
turning from  a  visit,  she  brought  the 
small  pox  inio  Mal<l(;n,  as  i-.  elsewhere 
related.  Widow  Parker  married,  in  17S0, 
Deacon  Benjamin  Hrintnall  of  Chelsea, 
who  died  here  in  17S6.  After  this  she 
lived  in  the  old  house,  in  the  lane  now 
covered  by  Kssex  Street,  which  had  be- 
longed to  her  first  husl>and,  Jacob 
Parker,  and  in  which  she  held  a  widow's 
right.  Here  she  kept  a  school  which 
apparently  had  some  of  the  elements 
of  a  town  school  ;  and  she  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  first  schoolmistress  in 
Maiden.  Isaac  Parker,  who  was  born 
in  1776,  was  one  of  her  pupils.  In  later 
life  he  remeni1)crcd  that  the  only  book 
he  had  was  a  I'sulter.  .After  he  had 
read  and  spelled  a  little,  he  was  usually 
put  to  shelling  In-ans  or  some  other  use- 
ful and  improving  occupation. 

The  younger  sister,  Ruth,  lived  with 
Rebecca  after  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band, Captain  Nathan  Sargeant,  in  1798, 
until  her  marriage  with  Samuel  Waite 
in  1802  Tradition  hints  that  the  sisters 
were  not  over-happy  together ;  and  the 
following  extract  from  the  diary  of  their 
brother,  John,  tends  to  confirm  the  story: 
"  [May  27,  1799.1  Arrived  at  Maiden  in 
safely  after  a  pleasant  and  prosp.rous 
journey.  Found  my  sisters  well  and 
living  together  in  harmony  which  af- 
forded me  much  satisfaction."  Ruth 
died  July  21,  1S08,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  ;  and  Rebecca  soon  l)ecame  the 
fourth  wife  of  the  venerable  .Samud 
Waite.  It  is  said  that  the  aged  couple 
lived  an  unhappy  life ;  but  it  appears 
that  the  wife  was  enfeebled  and  sick,  and 


that  a  slowly  increasing  ins.inity,  which 
was  not  readily  perceived,  induced  freaks 
of  temper  and  actions  which  w..-rc  for- 
eign to  her  real  disposition.  She  died 
July  21,  1816,  her  husband  having  died 
January  20.  iSi  5. 

"  .Madam  Kmerson,  as  she  was  called 
by  the  townspeople,  remained  in  the 
parsonage  until  the  settlctmnt  <>{  Mr. 
Thachcr.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
parish,  March  14,  1768,  it  was"/<v<'*/ 
the  Widow  Knicrson  to  Remain  on  the 
Personage  as  Usual  upon  h-  r  Kntertaii>> 
ing  the  Ministers  the  year  en>uing  with 
there  horses  on  the  Saturday  nights  & 
Sabaths  ;  "  and  a  similar  vote  was  passed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  following  year. 
The  claim  of  .Mrs.  Kmerson  for  the  bal- 
ance of  Mr.  Kmerson 's  salary  was  slowly 
met.  A  balance  of  thirty-nine  ]>oiinds. 
one  shilling,  and  twopence,  lawful 
money,  was  due  in  July,  I7<'>S;  and  after 
a  payment  of  seven  jxjunds  hail  Ijeen 
made,  October  11.  1774.  forty-seven 
shillings  still  remained. 

Ml.  Kmerson  died  possessed  of  a 
right  in  an  estate  conveyed  to  him  by 
his  son  Waldo  in  1 765.  which  is  descrilxd 
as  that  property  "which  mv  llonour'd 
Father  Samuel  Hill  late  <>f  Rochester 
in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
Deceased  had  in  Mald/n  aforcs.iid 
which  came  to  him  the  sai.l  Sunucl  Hill 
by  his  Father  .Mtr.aham  Hill  of  .Maiden  ^ 
aforesaid  deceased."  Mtdtt.  Co.  Jhdis, 
Ixv.  33.  This  estate  consisted  of  three 
acres,  or  more,  on  which  were  a  house 
and  barn  and  afterwards,  if  not  then,  a 
shoj)  and  bake  house,  upon  the  east  side 
of  the  road  near  the  north  meeting 
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The  death  of  Mr.  Emerson  threw  the  people  of  the  North 
Parish  into  the  depths  of  uncertainty.  Captain  John  Dexter, 
Jabez  Lynde,  and  Ezra  Green  were  chosen  to  supply  the  pulpit. 
Two  months  later  the  parish  voted :  — 

[September  24,  17O7.]  that  the  Parrish  Do  Concur  with  the  Church 
in  the  appointment  of  the  Seventh  Day  of  Octo':  next  to  be  keept  as 
a  Day  of  Prayer  Supplication  &  Pasting  respecting  the  Choise  of  a 
minister. 

In  December  the  committee  was  directed  to  "  apply  to  m' 
John  Emerson  for  Supplying  the  Pulpit  untill  next  annual! 
parish  meeting;  "  and  in  the  following  March  it  was  voted  to 
have  Mr.  Austin,  Mr.  John  Emerson,  and  Mr.  [Amos]  Sawyer 
preach  four  weeks  each.  At  the  expiration  of  the  twelve 
weeks  it  was  "  voted  to  hear  mr.  Amos  Sawyer,  and  mr  John 
Emerson  to  prach  upon  probation,"  and  they  were  to  "  prach 
Six  Sabaths  a  peas,"  The  twelve  sabbaths  in  which  the  candi- 
dates were  to  "  prach  "  being  past,  the  parish  by  a  vote  con- 
curred with  the  church  "  to  haue  m'  John  Emerson  for  their 
minister;"  and  terms  of  settlement  were  offered.^^    The  busi- 


hoiisc,  having  Harvell's  Brook  at  Lewis's 
Hrictge  on  the  south  and  running  nr)rth 
lo  the  tavern  property  of  Moses  Hill, 
near  the  line  of  the  present  Irving  Street, 
with  three  acres  on  the  northern  slope 
of  Powder  House  Hill  and  another  three 
acres  near  bv.  It  had  come  to  .Abraham 
Hill  in  the  division  of  his  father's  estate; 
and  it  seems  likely  that  he  built  the 
hou-ic  into  which  M.idam  Emerson 
moved  when  she  left  the  parsonage. 
.She  purchased  the  remaining  half-inter- 
est from  William.  Mary,  and  Sarah 
Thomas  of  Mirshfield.  children  of  Mary, 
the  onlv  daughter  of  Abraham  Hill,  and 
occupird  the  house  luitil  her  death  in 
1779.  It  wa.s  then  held  bv  quit-claim 
an«l  lease  bv  Captain  Nathan  .Sargeant, 
who  had  recetUly  married  Ruth  I'.mer- 
son ;  and  in  tSo?  it  was  purchased,  with 
thi!  three  acres  on  which  it  stood,  by 
.Samuel  Tufts.  At  this  time  it  was 
owned  by  Marv  Moodv  F.mcrson  of  Con- 
cord, who  held  three  fifths,  and  by  Ruth 
Waite,  who  held  the  remainder,  with  the 
exception  of  a  right  which  Rebecca 


Brintnall  had  in  the  south-west  chamber 
with  other  privileges.  'I'ufts  sold  it  to 
Isaac  Wyman  of  Marblehead  in  1813, 
who  in  turn  sold  it  to  the  town,  three 
years  later,  for  the  purpose  of  a  town 
house,  which  was  never  built.  The  Em- 
erson house  was  demolished  about  1870. 

^  John  Emerson,  the  youngest  son 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  was  born 
in  Maiden,  November  20,  1745.  It  is 
said  that  the  good  parson  brought  up 
his  children  in  the  strictest  manner  of 
New  England.  This  son  appears  to 
have  been  a  worthy  child  of  a  pious 
father:  for  "he  seems  to  have  been 
sanctified  from  his  birth,  not  recollecting 
the  time  when  he  was  not  deeply  inter- 
cste<l  in  religion."  In  his  after  life  he 
was  espt'ci.'dly  given  to  prayer;  and  his 
son,  the  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Emerson,  said 
"  that  his  father  spent  more  time  in 
prayer  in  the  family  and  closet  than 
any  man  whom  he  ever  knew.  He  tisu- 
allv  occupied  nearly  all  the  tin>e  on  the 
Sabbath  frcmi  the  dose  of  the  afternoon 
services  till  dark  in  this  exercise." 
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ness,  however,  dragged.  Four  months  later  the  parish  made 
a  slight  addition  to  the  former  offer,  but  refused  to  make  a 
settlement  for  life;  and  the  negotiations  soon  after  came  to  an 
end.  in  April,  1769,  it  was  "voted  To  hear  m'  Prentis  preach 
with  us  four  Sabbaths  if  he  can  be  obtain*?  if  not  m'  Thomas 
Abbet  if  be  can  be  obtain^  to  Sabbath ;  "  and  a  month  later, 
at  a  meeting  called  to  decide  "who  to  hear  next:  after 
Thomas  Abot  has  prached,"  it  was  "  voted  not  to  act  any  thing 
vpon  the  warrent."  At  the  same  time  it  was  "voted,  that 
the  parish  meetings  should  be  waned  by  Puting  vp  notyfy- 
cations  at  Lut?  amos  vpham  Shoop.  Nath"  waits  and  m'  Nath." 
Sargents." 


I  )r.  Kdwards  says  he  entered  college 
at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years.  He 
was  ^dtiated  at  Harvard  CoHege  in 
1764,  and  is  >upposed  to  have  studied 
theology  with  his  father,  preaching  vkkz- 
slonally  in  the  ndghboring  towns.  The 
call  to  M.iMi  I)  failed,  apparently,  by  the 
refusal  of  the  parish  to  raake  a  life 
settlement.  He  commenced  to  preach 

at  Cornviv,  Mass.,  April  0,  ^~^*')  T!u^ 
little  church  at  this  place  had  just  been 
■gathered;  and  the  first  sermon  of  Mr. 
Kmerson  wns  prfr^chetl  in  a  bam  in  the 
midst  of  a  dense  forest.  So  retired  and 
hidden  wati  the  place  of  worship  that 
two  ministers  ulio  .ittemlt d  the  ordain- 
ing council  are  .said  to  have  been  lost 
in  the  woods,  ha%-ing  been  unable  to  find 
their  way  back  to  the  meeting  house 
after  their  dinner  at  the  house  of  a 
parishioner.  Of  his  first  Sabbath  at 
Conway,  Mr.  Emerson  wrote-  — 

"  On  this  Sabb.ith  the  people,  all 't  is 
supposed  that  were  able,  came  to  hear 
the  word.  Natural  curiosity,  indeed, 
was  doubtless  one  motive  for  this  atten* 
tion.  The  speaker  w.is  a  stranger  from 
a  di»unce,  and  a  youth  of  small  !>iature, 
nothing  otherwise  distinguishing;  only, 
it  WMs  literally  John  preaching  in  the 
wilderness  whom  they  came  out  to  see 
and  hear." 

Here  he  found  his  life-work,  as  his 
father  had  found  Mvs,  at  Maiden,  being 
ordained  December  21, 1769.  It  is  said 
that  "when  Mr.  Enr^rson  informed  >Tiss 
Sabra  Cobb,  his  intended  nife,  of  his 


purpose  to  go  to  Conway,  she  could  not 
bear  the  thought  of  going  into  the 
depths  of  the  wilderness,  so  far  out  of 

the  world,  and  tried  to  prevail  on  him 
to  find  a  place  nearer  Boston,  and  give 
tip,  for  her  salce,  the  engagement  he 
had  made  with  the  Conway  sctiUis. 
lie  would  not  hear  to  it,  and  expressed 
Ilia  determination  in  these  words: — 
'  I  cannot  give  up  corn  f  -r  ilu-  s.ikc  of 
the  Cobb.'  It  appears  that  she  yielded, 
and  the  good  man  en|oycd  com  and 
•  Cobb  '  too  for  many  years."  The  yeara 
of  Mr.  fcmerson  lengthened  out  into  a 
pastorate  of  over  fifty-six  years,  in  which, 
after  the  manner  of  the  ancii  nt  pi<!fnrs 
of  New  England,  he  became  a  tadicj  in 
the  little  forest  settlement,  identifying 
himself  with  all  the  interests  of  his 
people  and  rejoicing  and  weeping  with 
them  in  their  joys  and  sorrows.  During 
fifty  years  he  had  not  lost  in  all  a  year 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  .ind 
he  had  baptised  twelve  hundred  and 
nineteen  subjects,  in  his  life  he  wrote 
upwards  of  thirty>five  hundred  sermons, 
admitted  five  hundred  and  eighty  per- 
sons to  hih  church,  and  followed  one 
thousand  and  thirty-aeven  of  his  floclc 
to  the  grave.  He  died  siuMrtitv.  Juno  zd, 
1S26,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
Cf.  Holland,  History  of  Wettern  JtfaitO' 
chus(tts,  ii.  347  ;  Ami'riciin  Quartfrly 
Jie^ster,  x.  267 ;  and  Cdrhatt^  0/  tke 
Jinntlrtdtk  Annivtrfary  cf  tkg  /ircfr^ 
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The  people  seem  now  to  have  almost  despaired  of  getting  a 
man  to  fill  the  place  of  the  departed  pastor,  and  they  transferred 
their  applications  from  one  to  another  with  surprising  rapidity. 
Whether  dissatisfaction  with  the  candidates,  or  an  unwillingness 
to  come  to  Maiden  on  the  other  hand,  or  the  inadequacy  of  the 
settlement  caused  the  repeated  failures  cannot  now  be  ascer* 
tained.*"  A  vote,  passed  June  8,  1769, "  to  have  m'  John  Emer- 
son to  prach  with  us"  was  immediately  reconsidered;  and  it 
was  voted  "  to  apply  to  mf  [Enos]  hitchcock  to  prach  with  us 
if  he  can  be  obtain'  four  Sabbeths ;  *'  and  a  month  later  it  was 
voted  '*  to  heair  m'  Webster  of  Salsbuary/'  Before  the  close  of 
the  month  it  was  voted  to  have  m'  John  Emerson  to  preach 
with  us;"  but  Mr.  Emerson  had  preached  to  acceptance  at 
Conway  in  April  and  had  no  farther  inclination  towards  Maiden. 
It  was  voted  at  the  same  time  to  have  m'  luory  houey  to 
preach,"  and,  failing  both,  to  have  "m'  Hunt  of  Boston  to 
preach  two  Sabbaths."  It  is  not  certain  that  those  who  were 
invited  came  to  preach ;  and  the  people  appear  to  have  been 
ready  in  October  to  hear  any  who  might  olfer.   They  voted 

to  heair  Som  won  man  or  more  to  preach  with  us  who  has 
not  as  yet  preach*^  with  us  in  our  veakance."   They  refused  to 

hear  the  Reuen^  m'  Juiroy  houey,"  but  voted  to  heair  m' 
Webster  of  Saulsbuary,"  and  "  m'  Couggen  of  new  twon ;  and  a 
month  later  they  were  ready  to  hear  Mr.  Hovey  after  they  had 
heard  "  the  Reunf  m^  John  Wyeth."  Afterwards  they  heard,  or 
endeavored  to  hear,  in  addition  to  the  earlier  candidates,  Mr. 
Webster  and  "  m'  Hopkins  of  Salem,"  "  m'  Brown  of  waltham  " 
and  "  ra'  Boond." 

At  this  time  a  youth  who  had  not  yet  completed  his  eigh- 

'■'^  It  is  not  clear  that  dissension  dkl  and  fidelity,  and  we  hope,  with  great 

not  prevail  in  the  church  and  parish,  auccess,  ««  trembled  for  the  Ark  *A 

At  the  orriin  itinn  df  Nfr.  Thachcr,  the  Hod  in   this  place;  wc  were  deeply 

congregation  was  congratulated  "  that  aifected  with  your  divisions,  and  the 

after  so  long  a  time  your  divislona  are  danger  we  saw  you  in  of  falling  into 

Ix-aled  ;'■  and  the  Kev.  Nathaniel  Apple-  unha|>py  cnf  'ntions  and  alienations, 

ton,  addressing  the  church,  said  :"  When  Wc  congiJtaUte  you  on  your  present 

it  pleased  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  life  to  union  and  harmony,  and  on  the  agreealile 

take  to  himself  that  Man  of  God.  who  prospect  this  day  affords  you."  Kobbins, 

had,  for  a  long  course  of  years,  laboured  Ordination  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Peter 

among  jroo,  with  exem^ry  diligence  TXAcA^r,      31, 40. 
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teenth  year  was  master  of  the  town  school  in  Chelsea,  w  here  he 
tiad  taught  since  July  28,  1769,  for  a  salary  of  six  pounds,  law- 
ful money,  per  quarter,  and  his  board.  He  had  been  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1769,  having  been  maintained  there  *'  by 
the  kind  assistance  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  Boston ;  "  and 
he  had  already  shown  that  he  was  possessed  of  extraordinary 
qualifications  for  the  ministry.  Captain  Ezra  Green,  who  fs 
said  to  hive  been  one  of  the  earliest  to  recognize  his  talents, 
invited  him  to  pass  a  Sunday  at  Maiden,  remarking, "  You  had 
better  put  a  couple  of  sermons  in  your  pocket,  for  we  may 
make  you  preach."  Accordingly  he  came  to  Maiden,  and,  with 
a  sermon  from  John  xix.  30,  //  is  finished,  wliich  he  had  written 
while  in  college,  he  made  his  first  appearance  in  the  pulpit, 
January  28,  1770.  For  this,  his  first  day's  preaching,  he  re- 
ceived twenty-eight  shillings. 

It  came  about  as  Captain  Green  had  intended.  The  personal 
appearance  and  engaging  eloquence  of  the  youthful  preacher 
reconciled  the  conflicting  elements  in  the  parish;  and  on  the 
following  Thursday  it  was  "  voted  To  hear  Peter  theatcher: 
Chelce  Shoolmaster  to  preach  with  us  "  on  the  next  six  Sab- 
baths. He  prcaciied  so  well  on  those  six  Sundays  that  when 
they  were  passed  it  was  voted  "  That  M'  Peter  Thacher  Preach 
with  us  for  thirteen  Sabbaths  next  Ensuing;  "  and  before  that 
time  expired,  the  church,  at  a  meeting  of  which  tiie  Rev.  Joseph 
Roby  of  Lynn  was  moderator,  chose  him  to  be  it<?  pa<;tor,  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  The  parish  soon  passed  a  vote  in  concurrence 
and  offered  a  settlement  of  sixty  pounds,  with  a  yearly  sum 
of  eighty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and  fonrpcnce,  "  Like 
money,"  to  be  paid  "so  long  as  he  shall  Continue  in  &  Carry 
on  the  work  of  the  niini^tr)-  In  general  amongst  us.'  In  addi- 
tion, the  minister  was  to  ha\'e  the  impro\'cment  of  the  '*  person- 
age," and  could  take  from  the  parish  wood-lots  "so  much  wood 
as  is  necesary  for  the  use  of  his  Family."  Of  the  aniui  il 
.iniQunt  to  V)e  raised,  fifty  pounils,  se\  enteen  sliillings,  and  seven- 
pence  Were  prov  ided  by  the  interest  of  the  parish  fund,  which 
had  its  origin  in  the  sale  of  the  Shrewsbury  land.  It  is  said 
that  Mr.  Thacher,  considering  his  "  Extream  youth,"  was  in- 
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clined  to  reject  the  invitation,  and  that  he  finally  accepted  it 
with  reluctance.  His  answer,  which  is  presen'ed  in  the  parish 
records,  does  not  invalidate  this  tradition.    He  wrote :  — 

To  ^  Ckitrtk  6*  Cof^rtgoHon      the  Firsi  Parrith  in  maiden 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren  in  our  LortI  lesus  Christ — After  having 
maturely  deliberated  upon  the  Call  which  (tho  most  unworthy)  you 
have  given  mc  to  enter  on  the  work  of  the  ministry  nmong  you  Having 
ixjoked  up  lo  the  great  Head  of  tlie  church  who  holdeth  the  stars  in 
bis  right  band  &  is  the  fountain  of  light  &  wisdom  &  haviog  Like- 
wise  asked  Counsel!  &  advice  of  diose  who  were  Capable  of  Giving 
it  to  me  I  would  now  Declare  ray  Desire  &  willingness  to  Devote  my 
self  my  time  'l  allents  &  oppertunities  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  lesus 
Christ  &  of  the  soules  of  his  People  :  I  would  also  testify  my  willing 
acceptance  of  the  Call  which  you  have  given  me  to  settle  with  you  m 
the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  after  you  shall  have  passed  some  Ex- 
planatory Votes  Relative  to  the  terms  you  propose  to  me,  not  doubting 
but  that  on  Account  of  my  Extream  youth  you  will  allow  me  those 
advantages  which  shall  be  thought  needful  for  me  in  order  that  1  may 
follow  the  appostles  Direction  to  gi\'e  my  self  to  Reading  meditation  & 
prayer,  'i'his  I  would  Do  (  if  1  know  iny  own  He.irt)  not  by  Con- 
straint but  willingly  not  for  filthy  Lucrce  sake  but  of  a  Ready  uuud. 

And  as  my  Dear  Brethren  at  a  more  tender  age  than  was  allmost  ever 
known  I  am  about  (at  your  Call)  to  Enter  on  a  work  the  Greatness  & 
Importance  of  which  mad  an  apposde  iho:  old  In  years  in  Grace  & 

Fxpcrienre  rrv  out  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  as  I  shill  have 
m.my  I  )iffieiiltifs  to  Combit  with  &  many  Teniplalions  to  overcome  in 
this  arduous  work,  as  I  am  (young  &  you  know)  &  subjected  to  Very 
many  failings,  &  infirmities  &  my  tender  years  Cannot  be  supposed  to 
have  given  me  so  great  a  share  of  Experience  as  many  others  have  I 
would  beg  you  to  Consider  my  youth  to  cast  a  mantle  of  love  over  my 
infirmities  &  follies  &  to  grant  me  a  Constant  Remembrance  in  your 
Prayers  at  the  Throne  of  Grace  that  I  may  not  l  ive  to  mv  self  Imt  to 
God  that  I  may  Labour  for  him  &  spend  my  strength  in  his  Service, 
that  the  Lord  lesus  Christ  would  honour  &  improve  me  in  his  that  1 
may  not  while  taking  Care  of  the  souls  of  others  neglect  mine  own 
Vinyard  or  having  Preached  to  you  be  my  self  a  Castaway  but  that 
Having  been  made  a  mean  of  turning  many  to  Righteousness  from  the 
Evil  of  their  wavs  I  tnav  <;hine  as  the  Brightness  of  the  Firmament  & 
as  the  Surs  forever  &  Ever. 

Mr.  Thacher,  being  then  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and 
six  months,  was  ordained  September  19,  1770.   The  day  was 
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observed  "  as  a  Day  of  Fasting  &  Prayer;  "  and  the  parish 
raised  ten  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  the  expenses  of  the  ordain- 
ing council.'-^  The  exercises  at  the  ordination  were  in  the 
following  order:  — 

Prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Ju'^cph  Roljy  uf  I.ynn  :  Sermon,  from  i.  luhii, 
I.  3,,  That  ivhich  ive  have  seen  and  heard,  daian  we  unto  \ou,  by  liie 
Rev.  Nathaniel  RoblMns  of  Milton ;  The  Charge,  by  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Appleton  of  Cambridge ;  Prayer  by  the  Reir.  Samuel  Cooper,  D.D.,  of 
the  Brattle  Street  Church,  Boston  ;  and  The  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship, 
by  the  Rev.  Andrew  £Uot,  D.D.,  of  the  New  North  Church,  ikwion. 

Peter  Thacher,  who  had  now  become  the  pastor  of  the  old 
church,  was  of  a  ministerial  race  that  had  upheld  the  faith  of 
the  churches  both  in  England  and  America,  of  whom  Peter, 
rector  of  St  Edmunds,  Salisbury,  in  the  old  England,  and 
Thomas,  the  first  minister  of  the  Old  South  Church,  Boston, 
and  Peter  the  first  minister  of  Milton,  in  the  new  England  were 
worthy  branches,  being  in  the  figurative  language  of  those  days, 
painful  preachers  or  golden  candlesticks  in  the  temple  of  the 
Lord.*^  Eight  clei^men  of  the  name  had  gone  out  from  Har- 
vard College  before  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  and 
two  other  graduates,  the  father  and  the  gntndfather  of  the  MaU 
den  pastor,  were  preachers  of  the  gospel  before  they  entered  on 
other  professions.  An  ancestor  of  Mr  Thacher  in  another  line 
was  the  Rev.  John  Oxenbridge  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  who, 
fieeing  from  the  eflfccts  of  the  Bartholomew  Act,  became  a  min- 
ister of  the  First  Church  in  Boston.  Peter  Thacher  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Oxenbridge,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Kent)  Thacher,  of 


"  \Vc  hear  from  the  North  Parish 
in  Maiden  that  the  19th  of  this  present 

Instant  is  appointed  for  the  f  >r[lin.ii'''n 
of  Mr.  IVtcr  Thacher  to  the  1'as.toral 
Care  of  the  C  hurch  in  that  place:  In 
Compliance  with  Scripture  I'xnmple,  a 
Vote  of  the  Coiiv  ntiuu  of  Ministers 
some  Years  ago,  nnd  the  Desite  of  their 
late  Rev'd  Pastor  Mr.  Emerson,  they 
have  voted  to  oliserve  it  a.s  a  Day  of 
Fasting  and  I'raycr :  The  exercise  it  is 
expected  will  he  in  the  Afternoon."  Aitut. 
Gatette,  Septf-niber  6,  1 770. 

*  There  are  strong  icasons  for  be- 


lieving that  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher» 
who  was  instituted  vicar  of  Qaeen  Camel 

in  1  5~  t  was  the  progenitor  of  th<-  lim- 
whose  hfsii  representatives  in  America 
were  the  Rev.  Thomas  Thacher  of 
Weymouth  nnd  Hnstnn.  nnrl  hi^  uncle 
the  Rev.  Anthony  Thaciitr,  vvlui  found 
aafety  from  a  disastrous  wreck  and  an 
enduring  memoii.i!  in  the  rockv  i'^Kt. 
Thacher's  Woe,  oil  the  coast  of  Captr 
Ann.  The  reasons  arc  given  at  large 
by  a  namesake,  Peter  Thacher,  in  TAf 
Thaeker  Family,  a  privately  printed 
bro€kurc  of  six  pages. 
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Boston,  and  was  born  at  Milton,  whither  his  parents  had  retired 
to  escape  the  small-pox  which  then  prevailed  in  Boston,  Mat  ch 
lO,  i75/i.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  twelve  years  old  and 
his  father*  who  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  political  affairs  of 
the  time,  died  a  year  later,  leaving  a  young  family  in  nearly 
destitute  circumstances."  He  became  a  pupil  in  the  Latin 
School  under  Master  John  Lovell  at  tiie  age  of  seven  years,  and 
by  the  pecuniary  assistance  of  several  clergymen  of  lioston  and 
other  friends,  he  was  enabled  to  enter  college  when  thirteen 
years  old. 

The  childhood  of  Joseph  Emerson  was  paralleled  by  that  of 
his  successor.  Books  of  piety  and  the  conversation  of  his  elders 
were  preferred  to  the  usual  pleasures  of  childhood ;  and  it  was 
said  of  him  that  "  he  never  was  a  child."  A  grave  deportment 
and  **  measured  periods  of  discourse,  in  which  it  is  said  he  imi- 
tatcd  his  father's  manner,"  whether  natural  or  affected,  occa- 
sioned the  prediction  that  he  would  become  a  preacher.  A 
natural  ardor  and  haste,  which  should  have  been  restrained  in 
his  childhood,  was  allowed  to  guide  him;  and  his  education 
was  pushed  forward  to  its  detriment,  and  disadvantages  were 
occasioned  which  he  felt  through  life.*'  Theology  was  his 
favorite  study ;  and  his  talents,  his  quick  and  retentive  memory, 


Oxenbridgc  Thacher,  Jr..  H.  C, 
I7jii,  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  year*. 
Delicate  health  induced  him  to  relin- 
quish thr  duties  o{  the  pulpit  for  those 
of  the  bar.  and  as  a  lawyer  be  became 
inflnentla]  and  eminent.   As  a  repre- 

SLMit.(ti\ 'J  iif  tliL-  town  of  l^ostiin,  he 
cKpciusud  the  popular  side  and  defended 
with  alvility  the  privHeges  of  the  colo- 
nies Hi>  pnmphlet.  The  Sentimrnfs  .-?/" 
a  British  Aimrican  [1764],  was  timely 
and  attracted  much  attention.  Hutdiin- 

son.  Ifiitory  cf  Mrissctchufetts  Bay,  tit. 
104,  .speaks  of  him  as  "a  practising 
lawyer,  who  had  been  considered  as  on 
the  side  of  govcrninent  until  a  short 
time  before  bis  election,  when  he  ap- 
peared in  latRMir  of  liberty.  Death  is 
the  common  enemy  of  patriots  and 
courtiers,  and  In  abont  two  jreus  fma- 
timted  the  expectationa  wbidi  many  had 


formed  of  long  contimitd  benefit  from 
bis  talents  in  supporting  the  side  of 
liberty,  from  the  zeal  with  which  he 

engaged."  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Thacher, 
bamuel  Adams  made  his  first  appearance 
in  the  General  Court  as  his  successor. 

^  This  rn.iv  h.tvc  Il<J  !i>  .1  l.ick  of 
thorough  scholarship  in  some  important 
directions.  Harrison  Gray  Otis  »ays 
that  "  some  were  di«.ip[)oir.it:(!  in  fiiulinc; 
that  his  theological  acquirement-^  did 
not  rise  to  the  higtiest  standard  of  pro* 
fessionni  exccllrMiro  ;  "  tnit  he  ntlth  that 
"they  were  ctmsolctl  by  llic  tutu  ic  tiuii 
that  his  talents  were  quite  above  medi- 
ocrity, and  were  edified  by  the  pathos 
and  solemnity  of  his  prayers,  the  mani- 
fold graces  of  his  oratory,  and  the  sub- 
stantial piety  and  worthiness  of  his 
whole  cliaracter."  Sprague,  Annals  of 
the  Amuritan  PtUfiU  i.  719. 
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and  a  lively  imagination  gave  life  and  interest  to  his  conversa- 
tion and  liis  discourses.  Though  plain  of  speech  and  manners, 
even  to  roughness,  in  his  daily  life,  in  the  pulpit  a  nielodiuus 
voice  and  fervent  speech,  joined  with  a  rich  glow  of  fanc\-,  held 
the  attention  of  the  cultivated  and  w  on  the  apjilause  of  the  niul- 
titude.  Where  he  preaclied  the  house  was  crowded  ;  and 
marked  were  his  abilities,  even  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  that 
the  celebrated  W'hitefield,  who  could  only  have  seen  and  iieard 
him  about  the  time  of  his  ordination,  referring  to  the  singular 
fervor  of  his  praj-ers,  called  him  "  the  }  uung  Elijah,"  esteemed 
him  as  the  ablest  j)reaciier  in  America,  ami  looked  upon  him 
as  one  born  for  the  defence  of  New  I^ngland  Ortiiodoxy.^ 
The  Rev.  William  Emerson  gave  a  lively  picture  of  him  in  later 
years. 

He  was  illustrious  for  his  natural  powers.  His  soul  was  lodged  in  a 
person  possessing  the  advantagi-s  of  a  noble  stature,  a  commanding 
mien,  a  full  and  steady  eye,  a  countenance  pleasing  and  expressive,  a 
mouth  formed  for  ready  uttennce,  and  a  voice  of  wonderful  sweetness, 
variety,  and  strength.  With  these  qualities  of  body,  so  eminently  use- 
ful to  a  public  speaker,  the  Father  of  lights  had  united  a  sound  under- 
standing, a  fancy  of  uncommon  q>ritelinessy  a  tenacious  memory,  and 
a  correct  judgment." 

While  in  Maiden  he  was  an  earnest  adherent  of  the  Calvin- 
istic  faith  of  his  fathers,  which  he  defended  by  argument  and 
exhortation  with  energy  and  zeal;  but  as  he  advanced  in  life, 
his  views  were  modified  and  he  came  to  look  with  tolerance 
upon  the  differences  which  pervaded  the  religious  world.  It  is 
not  quite  clear  that  he  did  not  incline  to  Arminianism  at  one 
time.  His  successors  in  the  Brattle  Street  pulpit,  Dr.  Palfrey 
and  Dr.  Lothrop,  agree  that  his  earlier  views  were  relaxed  in 
the  course  of  his  ministry.  Dr.  Sprague,  apparently  on  the 
authority  of  Professor  Tappan,  appears  to  attribute  this  change 
to  the  influence  of  his  social  and  political  associations,  rather 

*  Whitefield  was  in  Boston  and  ito  after.    He  died  at  Newbaiyport,  Sep- 

vicinity  in  Aui;ast  and  September,  and  tember  30,  1770. 

fri  'tn  what  in  known  f>f  his  movements,  Vm^rson,  Sermon  on  the  Dtettttt  ^ 

lie  must  have  been  in  Maiden  prior  to  the  Kev.  Peter  TAeieJker,  D.  11. 
the  ordination,  or  two  or  three  day* 
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than  to  conviction,  and  says  that  in  his  later  days,  "  when  the 
evil  days  of  adversity  came,  his  mind  recovered  the  tone  of 
deep  evangelical  feeling  which  he  had  early  exhibited,  and 
Cliristianiiv ,  by  her  most  serene  and  heavenly  influences,  iilu- 
mined  his  path  to  the  grave." 

It  was  not  alone  as  a  pastor  and  preacher  that  he  stood 
pre-eminent  in  the  exercise  of  his  abilities.  With  his  quickness 
of  mind  and  natural  impetuosity,  which  he  tempered  and  re- 
strained, he  threw  himself  with  effect  into  the  consideration 
of  those  great  questions  which  took  precedence,  even  over 
religion,  in  the  minds  of  men,  and  placed  himself  at  once  in 
the  front  rank  of  those  who  in  the  pulpit  and  by  the  pen  gave 
direction  and  strength  to  public  opinion.  His  mind  and  energy 
gave  form  to  the  feelings  of  his  townsmen  in  several  papers, 
which  ha\c  distinction  for  their  deep  and  earnest  patriotism 
and  their  fearlessness  of  utterance.  Not  content  with  the  work 
of  voice  and  pen,  he  gave  the  last  proof  of  his  sincerity  by 
joining  the  alarm  list  and  preparing  for  the  conflict  which  he 
foresaw.  It  is  said  that  he  earnestly  proposed  to  emulate  the 
Rev.  Phillips  Payson  of  Chelsea,  by  marching  to  intercept 
the  regulars  on  the  retreat  from  Lexington,  but  the  orders  of 
his  captain  were  peremptory  and  he  was  obliged  to  remain  at 
home,  *'that  he  might  serve  the  cause  of  humanity  in  the 
line  of  his  profession." 

Sprague,  Antuth  tf  Hu  Amerkan 
Pmlfitt  i.  733. 

•>  The  connection  of  Mr.  Thacher 
with  public  affairs  while  in  Maiden  will 
appear  in  the  course  of  our  story.  Tbe 
troubles  attendtnf;  his  departure  and  hU 
career  as  pxs(or  of  the  Ilrattle  Street 
Church  in  Boston  belong  to  a  later 
period  and  win  be  considered  in  another 
volume.  Materials  for  an  estimate  of 
his  character  and  abilities  are  to  be 
found  in  Afast.  Htst.  C«N^  viii.  377-284; 

Knierson,  Sfrntoii  on  the  Df^easf  of  the 
Ktv,  Ptitr  Thachtr,  D.  D ,  [with  notes 
and  a  "character"  by  Hon.  james  Sul- 
livan] :  Allen,  GetKaloi^y  «5r*/-.  of  the 
DtsctHiianU  of  Thmtas  and  Anthony 
Tkacher,  in  Allen,  American  Bio- 
gr«fkit«l  Dictiotiaryt  78$;  and  Sprague, 

4» 
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Mr.  Thacher  married  at  Chelsea. 
October  8,  1770,  Elizabeth,  the  young 
widow  of  Zacbariah  Poole  of  Medford, 
who  was  his  senior  by  about  seven 
years.  She  died  January  26,  1816,  aged 
seventy-one  years.  Of  their  ten  children, 
eight  of  whom  were  bom  in  Maiden,  sue 
survived  Mr.  Thacher. 

The  eldest  child,  Thomas  Cushing, 
was  bora  October  ir,  1771,  and  was 

Kniduated  at  Harvard  Ci)llcj;e  in  1790. 
lie  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  Lynn  in  1794,  where  he  re- 
maint  !  until  i.Si_j.  wheii  lie  -e\cred  his 
connection  with  that  jiarish  and  received 
a  recommendation  and  a  present  of  eight 
hundred  dollan.  He  afterwards  reeided 
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There  are  no  known  records  of  Uic  First  or  North  Church 
before  May,  i,  1770,  at  which  time  Mr.  Thacher  was  chosen  to 
be  its  pastor.  At  a  meeting  held  January  13,  1772,  when 
Joseph  Perkins  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  a  deacon  "  by 
written  votes,"  it  was  voted  "  to  contribute  2*^  lawful  monev  at 
the  Communion,  each  member,"  and  "  to  buy  a  Book  out  of 
the  Chh  stock  in  which  the  moderator  may  keep  the  Records 
of  the  chh."  In  this  book  the  records  from  the  choice  of  Mr. 
Thaclier  were  written  and  it  was  in  use  until  1S32,  when  the 
church  seceded  from  the  parish  and  soted  "  to  unite  in  worship 
with  the  Trinitarian  Congrejjational  Society  in  this  place."  It 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  its  proper  owner,  the  Trinitarian  Con- 
gregational Church,  to  which,  by  right,  pertains  the  name  and 


in  Maiden,  where  be  kept  a  store  in  a 
building  on  Main  Street  nearly  opposite 
the  First  Parish  meeting  house.  I^ter 
in  life  he  removed  to  Cambridge,  wfaere 
he  died  September  24,1849.  He  married 
Eli/.a!ii  ;  h, '  i.iii^htt-r  of  Captain  Benjamin 
and  Hannah  Blaney  of  Maiden,  who  died 
at  South  Reading  in  September,  1858,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  eight  years.  I'eter 
Thacber  Wasbburne,  a  distinguished 
juritt  and  Govcmor  of  Vermont,  was 
their  grandiao. 

The  fifth  child  of  Mr.  Thacher.  Peter 
Oxenbridge,  waa  1>ora  in  Maiden,  De- 
r'  mt>er  22,  1776,  and  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1796.  He  spent 
three  years  as  assistant  teacher  at 
Phillips  Academy,  K.xeter.  At  thb  time 
his  views  were  towards  the  ministry,  and 
he  pursued  a  course  of  theology,  to  some 
extent  under  the  direction  of  his  father; 
but  upon  leaving  Exeter,  he  Itegan  the 
Study  of  law  in  the  oHice  of  the  distin- 
guished statesman  and  jurist,  James 
Sullivan,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  i<So2.  I  lis  abilities  and  character  soon 
won  him  a  place  in  his  profession  and 
gave  him  a  continually  htcreasing  and 
honor.il)]':  in  ictice.  lie  was  active  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Boston  Athe- 
naeum and  the  Proirident  Institution  for 
Siivings;  and  in  18:3  he  w.is  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Boston, 
as  snccessor  of  Joeiah  Quincy,  an  office 


which  he  held  until  his  death.  In  this 
laborious  and  difficult  position,  he  "  dis- 
charged its  duties  with  singular  ability, 
with  an  integrity  unimpeachable,  with  a 
firmness  and  independence  never  intimi- 
dated, with  a  mercy  prudent  and  dis> 
criminatfalg  in  its  judgment  and  exercise, 
with  a  knowledge  of  principles  and  pre- 
cedents that  made  him  seldom  in  error, 
and  with  an  indefatigable  industry  and 
fidelity,  that  entitle  him  to  the  grateful 
rt- nu  iiibr.mcc  and  considerate  regard  of 
the  community  he  has  so  long  and  so 
fsithfally  served."  He  performed  the 
duties  of  his  office  to  the  last,  although 
his  health  had  failed  and  given  way 
under  his  labors ;  and  he  died  suddenly, 
Februar)'  2:.  iS  j  -  •  Pure  in  his  motives, 
upright  in  his  conduct,  courteous  in  his 
manners,  useful  In  his  life,**  was  the 
eulogy  (rf  his  pastor  from  the  pulpit  of 
his  father.  The  criminal  cases  of  judge 
Thacher,  prepared  as  a  t«it4ioolt,  has 
become  a  standard  work. 

The  last  child  of  Mr.  Thacher  to  lie 
bom  in  Maiden  was  Mary  Harvey,  the 
only  daughter  who  survived  him.  She 
died  unmarried,  June  24,  1849.  and  is 
buried  in  the  graveyard  at  Sandy  Dank. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Thacher  who 
were  born  in  Boston  were  Samuel 
Cooper,  a  graceful  writer  and  pastor  of 
the  New  South  Church  in  Boston,  and 
Charles,  a  merchant. 
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traditions  of  the  old  First  Church.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the 
clerk  when  the  new  book  was  opened  was  to  record  the  names 
of  his  fellow  members.  The  list  is  of  those  who  were  fathers 
and  mothers  in  our  Israel. 

ITTS.  A  List  0/  the  male  members  in  Juil  Communion  with  the 
first  Chh  of  Christ  in  MaltUn* 


John  .Shulc,^- 
Sam!  Huward, 
Joseph  Perkins, 
John  Dexter, 
Eben!  Hamdeii, 
Jabez  Lynde, 
Thomas  Manser, 
John  Colman, 
i  hoinas  Wait, 
Samnel  Green, 

Samuel  Howard  and  John  Shute 

were  deacons  of  the  Fint  Church  when 
Mr.  Tbacher  was  ordained.  1  he  former 
died  March  19  (tS).  177$,  at  the  agu  of 
seventy-five  ycnrs,  and  the  latter,  Sep- 
tenil>er  ;o  (joK  i-So.  aged  eiRhty-scvcn 
years.  Joseph  Hmvard  was  chosen  with 
Joseph  Perkins  in  177J,  but  decliaed  to 
serve,  and  John  Ramsdell,  the  former 
apprentice  of  Edw.ir<l  Waite,  was  after- 
wards chosen  in  hi»  place.  Joseph  Per* 
kina  came  from  Danvers  tn  1765,  when 
he  purchased  the  liomesttail  ami  fiftv- 
five  acres  of  the  Green  farm  *'on  the 
hilt,"  a  lar^e  portion  of  which  has  re- 
iii.iircil  in  tlif  liaiKK  iif  lii^  ftrsn-nflrints 
to  Ihc  prcbcnt  time.  He  was  town 
treasurer  in  1771-73.  1779- 

8?*,  nnd  a  ';cir<  tni:i:i  st'vor.il  ve.irs.  He 
is  i>aid  to  have  been  a  man  of  much 
force  of  character,  possessing  an  energy 

and  stidibornnrs^  which  seem  to  hn'/c 
been  natural  to  his  race.  He  died 
July  23.  1793.  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years. 

.•\fttT  the  death  of  Deacon  Perltins, 
Ezra  SarReant.  who  had  been  chosen  by 
the  South  Church  in  1776,  exercised  the 
functions  with  Deacon  Ramsdell  until 
I)eceml)er  30,  iSoS.  when  "  lUothcr 
Nathan  Holden  gave  in,  in  writing,  his 


Samuel  Sprague, 
John  Harnden, 
Samuel  Shute, 
Nathaniel  Howaid, 
John  Howard, 
Thomas  Pratt,  JunI, 
Phinch.is  Pratt, 
Amos  Shute, 
Stephen  Pain, 
John  Jenkins, 

acceptance  of  the  office  of  Deacon,  and 
(Ii  ai  i>n  Sargi- ant  affectionately  addressed 
the  bfcthicn  on  his  resigning,  thro'  in- 
firmity of  age,  the  burdensome  duties  of 
s<i  oflfice."  Deacon  Sargeant.  who  had 
been  a  justice  of  the  peace  when  the 
commission  conferred  a  dignity  which  it 
does  not  now  possess,  and  had  held 
the  most  important  town  offices,  was  one 
of  the  most  influcnti  il  inliabitauis  <if  the 
town,  it  was  to  bim  that  the  celebrated 
instructions  of  1776  were  addressed.  He 
diLd.  June  29,  i8io^  at  the  age  of  eighty* 
one  years. 

Nathan  Holden  was  the  colleague  of 
Ii.ar>,ii  until  tStS.  when  he 

removed  to  .*^wcdcn,  Maine,  and  Josiah 
Richardson  was  chosen  in  his  stead. 
A  meeting  was  held,  April  13,  1825, 
"  to  supply  the  pl.ice  of  our  venerable 
friend  and  brother  (Dea.  Kamsdill)  who 
hns  ceased  from  his  labours  and  gone 
to  rest,"  when  Dr.  Ephraim  l$uck  was 
chosen  to  the  office  and  Silas  Sargeant 
was  elected  to  fill  the  place  of  Deacon 
Richardson,  "if  he  does  not  signify  his 
wish  to  return  to  us.  at  or  before  our 
next  communion."  Deacons  Bucl(  and 
Sargeant  were  in  office  at  the  time  of 

the  --i  par.itiMri  (if  till- I  huriji  atu'l  parish 
and  followed  the  former  in  its  exile. 
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Siiimel  Grover, 

samuei  tiait. 

James  Kettell, 

\1* 

>\  111      \»  .III, 

John  Gro%  er, 

Simucl  Sargeant, 

Tbomoi  Wait,  J  tin!. 

Jo>epb  Wait, 

Jacob  Baricer, 

Nathan  Shale, 

Ebeneser  Banett, 

lltas  QuoDso, 

AnioS  1   1  inAin 

Joseph  Howard, 

Tohn  Parker. 

Isaac  Wait. 

bwtfiSr  members  Ht  futt  Cmmmmmu 

Mad*".  Mary  Lmerson, 

Sarah  Pratt, 

Deborah  Watt, 

Mary  bprague. 

Maiy  Ljmde, 

Sarah  Wait, 

Maiy  Shale, 

Sarah  Wait,  Jun% 

Elizabeth  Howard, 

Mary  I.ynde,  JuD^ 

Mercy  Pratt, 

Lydii  Kettle, 

Mar)'  Wait, 

Mar)  \\  ait,  JunT, 

Mary  I'erkios, 

Sarah  Shute, 

Ljrdia  Hoirard, 

Rath  Wait, 

Deborah  Wait,  JanC, 

Jodah  Wait, 

Joanna  Dexter, 

Huldah  Hollo  well, 

Lydia  Harndcn, 

Elizabeth  Moyd, 

Rachel  Lyndc, 

Phebe  iJarrett, 

Rebecka  Bucknam, 

Abigail  Jenkins, 

Esther  Hamden, 

Abigail  Knower, 

Abigail  Grover, 

Lydia  Lynde, 

Abigail  Grover,  Jim?, 

Abigail  Edmonds 

P^lizabeth  Sprague, 

S.irah  Oliver, 

Anna  Howard, 

Hannah  Howard, 

Phebe  Howard, 

Phebe  Hatch, 

Rebecca  Emerson, 

Martha  Barrett, 

Ruth  Emerson, 

Abigail  Howard, 

Lydia  Porter, 

Mary  Parker. 

Winifred  Howard, 

The  j)rosi)ci ity  which  the  church  had  enjoyed  under  Mr. 
ICiiicrson  appears  to  have  returned  on  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Thaclier ;  and  it  is  not  im[)robablc  that  the  eloquence  and 
popularity  of  tlic  "  Chelcc  Shuoltnaster  "  were  very  effective 
agents  in  the  early  years  of  his  pastorate.  Later  there  was 
a  reaction,  caused,  perhaps,  in  part  by  a  decrease  in  the  inter- 
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est  which  the  young  mioister  had  excited,  but  in  a  greater 
degree  by  the  condition  of  the  countiy»  and  the  poverty  of  the 
people.  I  cannot  read  between  the  lines  to  detect  with  cer- 
tainty the  cause  of  the  action  of  the  parish  in  1774,  and  the 
church  record  is  silent. 

A  meeting  of  the  parish  was  held,  January  10,  1774,  **  To 
see  if  the  Parrish  will  Accept  of  the  offer  of  the  Revi^  M' 
Eliaicam  Willis  his  offer  to  come  &  preach  at  our  meeting* 
house  Every  other  Sabbath  for  some  future  time  as  they  shall 
think  fitt  under  our  present  Circumstances  without  any  Pay ;  " 
or  to  consider  the  future  supply  of  the  pulpit.  The  meeting 
adjourned  to  the  tavern  of  James  Kettell,  where  it  was  "  VcUd 
to  Accept  of  the  Rever^:  Eliakam  Williss  offer  to  Preach 
with  us  Every  other  sabbath  without  pay."  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  wait  on  Mr.  Willis  "with  the  thanks  of 
the  Parrish  for  his  Kind  offer  unto  them"  and  to  ascertain 
**  whether  It  would  be  agreable  to  him  to  preach  two  sabbaths 
out  of  three  &  if  so  the  Parish  shall  look  on  themselves  under 
still  Further  obligations  to  him."  The  application  was  "  refered 
to  his  Parrishener*"  by  Mr.  Willis;  but  the  lesult  of  the 
reference  does  not  appear.  A  sickness  of  Mr.  Thacher  at 
this  time  does  not  seem  improbable  and  it  may  have  resulted 
in  a  weakness  of  long  continuance.  A  letter  written  two  years 
later  does  not  weaken  this  conjecture. 

Maiden,  June  4,  1776. 
Sir,  I  feel  myself  much  honoured  by  the  choice  which  the  hon''''  house 
of  representatives  have  made  of  me  to  be  their  chaphiti  ;  it  wouUl  give 
me  ple;isure  to  comply  with  their  request,  but  the  distance  at  which  I 
live  from  Watertown  &  my  poor  state  of  Health  forbid  my  ddog  h : 
I  beg  Sir,  that  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  present  roy  thanks  to  the 
honble  house  &  inform  them  of  the  contents  of  this  Letter. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  very  great  respect  y*  most  obed  hum*"  Ser* 

Peter  Thacher." 

Honble  James  Warren  Esq'. 

^aker  ef  the  house  fff  Reptvsentatives. 

A  few  months  after  the  application  to  Mr.  Willis  the  following 
entries  were  made  in  the  record  of  the  First  Church :  — 

*  Mast,  Archives^  czcv.  33. 
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May  29,  1 7  74  after  public  Worship  The  Church  stayed  &  Voted,  to 
observe  Wednesday  next  lune  i,  as  a  day  of  fasting  &  prayer  to  humble 
ourselves  before  God  under  the  present  frowns  of  his  providence  upon 
our  public  affairs,  &  to  seek  a  gracious  Return  of  his  mercy  &  favour 
unto  us.  Voted  also,  'I'o  recieve  our  church  Covenant  upon  that  day, 
(which  was  done  accordingly.) 

luly  7,  1774,  after  public  Worship  the  Church  stayed  &  Voted, 
To  spend  one  afternoon  in  a  month  (the  Tuesday  after  the  Sac')  in 
extraordinary  prayer  to  God  for  a  removal  of  his  ludgments  from  this 
Land. 

In  August,  1774,  delegates  were  chosen  to  attend  the  ordina- 
tion of  Mr.  David  Osgood  as  "  colleague  Pastor"  with  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Turell  of  Medford ;  and  thereafter  there  is  no  record 
of  church  votes  until  July  9,  1776,  when  John  Ramsdell  was 
chosen  a  deacon.  These  were  the  early  days  of  the  Revolution 
and  there  were  more  weighty  matters  than  church  votes  to  be 
considered. 

As  we  tread  the  threshold  of  the  Revolution  it  may  not 
be  unprofitable  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  town  as  it 
approached  the  close  of  the  provincial  period.  Materials 
to  satisfy  such  an  inquiry,  though  scattered,  are  not  insuffi- 
cient. 

In  common  with  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land, the  inhabitants  of  Maiden  were  alive  to  the  dangers  which 
threatened  them.  They  were  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  evinced  their  readiness  to  act  in  its  de- 
fence. Their  action  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  struggle  and 
the  part  which  they  took  in  the  later  military  movements  will 
be  considered  hereafter.  In  the  meantime  the  material  re- 
sults of  a  hundred  years  of  existence  and  growth  present  them- 
selves. 

In  the  year  1759  an  invoice  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  for 
the  purposes  of  ta.xation.  This  list,  as  entered  upon  the  town 
records,  preserves  the  names  of  the  owners  of  land  south 
of  Harvell's  Brook,  some  of  whom  were  non-residents  and  are 
starred  in  the  following  copy.  The  list  for  the  northern  sec- 
tion does  not  appear. 
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An  imm€€  taken  and  a  siftgie  rate  madt  by  tlu  Asussors  upon 
Jnka^iianis  of  Maldon  in  Ae  year  1759. 


Wld'  Sarah  Baldwin 
Samuel  UaMwin 
Beniamin  liurknam 
James  ikirrel  Ju' 
Ebenezer  Barrett 
Dea  Joses  Bucknam 
-wid  Pbebe  Buckoam 
Aaron  Bucknam 
Moses  Bucknam 
John  Bucknam 
John  Burditt 
Wid  Maty  Buiditt 
Jabez  Buiditt 
Zaccheus  Banks 
Nehemiah  Blany 
Benjamin  Blany 
John  Bechem 
James  Bucknam 
**  Edward  Bucknam 

*  Edward  Bucknam  Ju' 

*  John  Batchelder 
Joseph  Btirrlitt 
Dea.  Joseph  Caswell 
Moses  Collings 
Unite  Cocks 
Nathaniel  Cousens 

*  Thomas  Cutler 
Richard  Dexter 
wid  Sarah  Dexter 
Nathan  Dexter 
Ebenezer  Doe 
Peter  Edes 
Edward  I-'iiller 
Benjamin  falkner 
Benjamin  Falkner  JuF 
Cristapher  Forbis 
Darious  Green 

Em  Green 
James  Green 
Simon  Grover 


John  Green 
William  Gill 

•  Cap'  Jonathan  Green 

•  John  Green  of  Ston^ 

•  Abmham  Goold 
Jacob  Green 

•  David  Goold 

•  David  Goold  Ju' 
Benjamin  Hills 
Thomas  Hills 
John  Hutchinson 
Dea  James  Hov^ 

•  Cap^  Peter  Hays 

•  James  Hays  Ju' 

•  Peter  Hays  Ju' 

•  Anthony  Hadly 

•  John  Gary 
Obediah  Jenkins 

•  Thomas  Knower 
Jonathan  Knowa 

•  Daniel  Knower 
wid  Mary  Knower 
wid  Phebe  Knower 

•  Joseph  Knight 
John  Nichols 

•  WiUiam  Oliver 
John  Oliver 
Jonathan  Oakes 
Widow  Deb'  Oakes 
Uriah  Oakes 
John  Pain 
Stephen  Piiin 
Stephen  Pain  Ju* 
Joseph  Pain 
Ebenezer  Pratt 

•  Nathaniel  Pain  ' " ' ' 
Jacob  Parker 
David  Parker 
VVilluim  Pell 
Rebeckah  Pratt 
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•  Daniel  Pratt 

Ridiarcl  Shute 

Wifl«  Plt<*  Pvatt 

**1U  C^fail 

•  Caleb  Pratt 

*  Tohn  Smith 

•  Doctor  Rand 

Jacob  Shute 

*  \Vi(l(j\v  Rirliirdson 

Solomon  1  o  w  ii  st* 

willow           \V  ht^l**r 

Samuel  Sweetscf 

Daniel  Whitemore 

*  Steoben  Sweetser 

Daniel  Whitemoie  Tuf 

Benjamin  Spra^c 

Jsaac  Wayte 

Phinehas  Sifennt 

Tliom.is  \\'avtc 

Thoma"?  S  irgeant 

lotin  W  i  11  slow 

Amos  blower 

John  Uayte 

Joseph  Sargeant 

*  Samttel  Watts  Esq! 

John  Sargeant 

Joseph  Whitemore 

Jabez  Sargeant 

*  Timothy  Wright 

Ezra  Sargeant 

Timothy  Wayte  ]\x\ 

Silas  Sargeant 

Titus  Freeman  ** 

John  Shute 

Six  years  later  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  divided  into 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  families,  dwelling  in  one  hundred 
and  forty^four  houses.  Of  the  aggregate  of  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  fort^-eight  were  negroes  —  slaves  or  servants  and 
a  few  free  blacks ;  and  four  hundred  and  sixteen,  of  whom  two 
hundred  and  six  were  males,  were  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 
Of  the  adults,  or  those  above  sixteen  years  of  age.  two  hundred 
and  thirty  were  males  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were 
females.^ 

An  invoice  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  inhabitants  was 
taken  in  1767,  which  adds  to  the  information  given  in  the  '*  Ac- 
count "  of  1765.  It  is  that  of  a  farming  community,  dependent 
upon  its  li\  c  stock  and  the  products  of  its  fields.  The  remark- 
able scarcity  of  swine  I  do  not  venture  to  explain. 

T  suppose  this  per«;on  wns  .1  colored  A  ri->unt  of  the  Houses,  Fum-Jut, 

man  and,  peiliaj).<»,  identical  with  Titus  Number  of  Wktte  Pt0p!e,  Negroes,  and 

Quonso  of  the  list  of  chttfch  members  /n<iiam,  in  the  Provinee  of  Afassoekusettt 

ill  1772.    !Il  ilifT  not  pnv  n  poll  (ax  Iml  fluy,  tak  n  in  fkr  vmr  1764  arid  1765. 

was  charged  tive  shillings  lor   "pcrs  [Columbian  Ceniineit  hn^xxsX.  1^,1^22.^ 
estate  ft  foculty.** 
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LVauuation  of  MaldeNj  I767.]'* 


191  poUs  ntable  ) 
22  D"  not  D*    J  213  poUs  € 


\ti  dwelling  Houses 

@  80/  each  j^SoS 

7  work  Houses 

@  40/ 

»4 

•  • 

5  MHls 

@  6^d» 

30 

13  Scr'  for  Life 

%  40/  fl* 

26 

•  • 

244  £,  Trading  Stock 

@  6  c5 

14 

12 

1x69      6s.  8d.  money  at  Jn! 

@D* 

71 

15  7 

84  Horses 

®4/9* 

>9 

19  . 

too  Oxen 

®4/- 

20 

•  « 

486  Cowes 

(^li 

72 

18  . 

328  Sheep  &c 

®  3" 

4 

2  . 

616  Cow  Pastures 

®  14/- 

431 

4  . 

5839  bush  of  Grain 

@8- 

194 

12  8 

652  baH'  of  Cyder 

@3/ 

97 

16  . 

234  1  uns  of  English  Hay 

@  14/ 

163  16  . 

300     of  Meadow 

@7 

105 

0  . 

5t8     of  Mt  !)• 

©«/ 

207 

4  • 

9  Swine 

9  • 

^i9«i 

9  o>i 

In  1776  the  white  population  had  increased  to  one  thousand 
and  thirty  souls,  including,  perhaps,  some  persons  who  had 
come  into  the  town  upon  the  destruction  of  Charlestown."'' 
By  these  figures  the  sparseness  of  the  population  of  the  terri- 
tor>'  now  covered  by  Maiden.  Melrose,  and  Everett,  with  a 
population  of  about  sixty-seven  thousand,  may  be  understood. 
The  simplicity  of  the  condition  of  the  people  in  this  and  the 
neighboring  towns  may  appear  in  the  following  statement  of 
the  wheel  carriages  which  were  found  sufficient  for  the  wants 
of  the  community. 

M  M«ts>  Arehivtiy  cxxx.  127. 

W  AMnut  tfUu  Cemmt  i^ MasMckmtlttt  iSfio.  263. 
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'753 

'/57 

 1 

ChaUc*. 

Cluije*. 

Chair*. 

Chelsea 

I 

3 

0 

0 

Lynn 

4 

29 

I 

28 

Maiden 

3 

18 

I 

14 

Medford 

5 

24 

7 

25 

Reading 

4 

14 

4 

19 

Stoneham 

o 

0 

0 

3" 

In  the  latter  year  Medford  enjoyed  an  added  superiority  in 
the  possession  of  one  chariot.  Travelling  was  principally 
performed  on  foot  or  on  horseback.  Even  chairs,  a  kind  of 
open  chaise,  were  not  common ;  and  the  ownership  of  a  chaise 
might  be  a  manifestation  of  inordinate  pride  or  an  indication 
of  unusual  wealth.  The  lost  diary  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emer- 
son recorded  how  the  purchase  of  a  "  shay  "  was  the  fruitful 
source  of  disquiet  in  his  soul. 

On  January  24.  1 73 5,  the  conscientious  pastor  wrote,  "  Some 
talk  about  buying  a  shay.  How  much  reason  have  I  to  watch, 
and  pray,  and  strive  against  inordinate  affection  for  the  things 
of  the  world."  A  week  later  he  says,  "  Bought  a  Shay,  Cz'j 
lOs.  The  Lord  grant  it  may  be  a  comfort  and  blessing  to  my 
family."  Before  the  close  of  the  week  he  confesses,  "  Re- 
marked smiling  upon  my  being  drawn  in  a  Shays.  The  Lord 
Jesus  has  the  entire  government  of  the  church,  and  to  his  favor 
and  power  I  am  indebted  for  such  a  smile  of  Providence,  so 
very  unexpected."  A  realization  of  the  great  temptations  to 
which  he  was  exposed  and  a  complacent  pride  in  the  important 
purchase  were  apparently  in  his  mind  as  he  wrote;  and  his 
enjoyment  was  doubtless  intense  when,  in  the  following  month, 
he  "  Had  a  safe  and  comfortable  journey  to  York."  But  abase- 
ment follows  pride,  and  soon  the  perils,  which  beset  those 
who  lust  for  the  things  of  the  world,  began  to  gather  around 
the  devoted  minister. 

«•  Mass.  Archivts,  cxxi.  298,  340.  By  wheel  carriages  for  the  encouragement 
an  act  passed  in  1753  a  tax  was  laid  on    of  the  manufacture  of  linen. 
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[April  *4]  Shay  overturned,  with  my  wife  and  I  in  it,  jret  neither 
of  us  much  hurt.  Blessed  be  our  grariotis  Preserver.  Part  of  the 
shay,  as  it  lay  upon  one  side,  «'ent  over  my  wife,  and  yet  she  was 
scarcely  anything  hurt.    How  wonderful  the  preservation. 

[May  4]  WenI  to  the  beach  with  three  of  the  children.  The 
beast,  being  frightened  when  we  were  all  out  of  the  shay,  overturned 
and  broke  it.  I  desire  (I  hope  I  desire  it)  that  the  Ix>rd  would  teach 
me  siiit.ilily  to  repent  this  providence,  to  make  suitable  remarks  on  it, 
and  to  be  suitnbty  alTected  with  it.  Have  I  done  well  to  get  me  a 
shay  ?  Have  1  not  been  proud  or  too  fond  of  this  convenience  ? 
Do  I  exercise  the  fittth  in  the  Divine  care  and  protection  which  I 
ought  to  do?  Should  I  not  be  more  in  my  study  and  less  fond  of 
diversion?   Do  I  not  withhold  more  than  is  meet  from  pious  and 

charitable  uses? 

[May  15]  Shay  brought  home;  mending  cost  thirty  shillings. 
Favored  in  this  respect  beyond  expectation. 

[May  1 6]  My  wife  and  1  rode  together  to  Rumney  Marsh.  The 
beast  firighted  several  times. 

It  was,  perhaps,  not  without  a  feeling  of  relief  that  he 
recorded  at  last.  *'  Disposed  of  my  shay  to  Rev.  Mr.  White." 
The  new  o\\  ner,  remarks  Dr.  McClurc,  "  doubtless,  in  his  turn, 
experienced  a  similar  succession  of  mental  elations,  conflicts, 
and  depressions  in  consequence  of  his  purchase."  * 

The  habits  and  manners  of  the  people  were  in  accordance 
with  their  worldly  estates.  While  in  two  or  three  families 
there  may  have  been  a  slight  real  or  fancied  social  elevation 
above  their  neighbors,  there  was  no  aristocracy  here  as  in  the 
neighboring  towns  of  Charlestown  and  Medfofd.  The  flocks 
gave  wool  and  the  Relds  produced  flax,  which  the  hands  of 
the  women  prepared  and  spun,  and  wove  into  cloth  for  clothing 
and  other  domestic  tises.^  The  herds  gave  milk  and  flesh, 
which  with  the  yield  of  the  harvests  furnished  a  plentiful  sus- 
tenance. LitUe  ready  money  passed  from  hand  to  hand. 
The  necessary  trade  of  the  community  was  performed  by  the 
neighborly  methods  of  exchange  or  a  more  intricate  system  of 
barter;  and  debts  were  cancelled  by  payments  in  kind. 

»  Pi-Cnitmnial  Book  p/Maldtittn^x  place  at  £U  Pond,  the  brook  at  Hiir» 

Athuitie  Mottthty,  lii.  593.  Bridge,  and  f  Tarvell's  Brook  at  Crosi 

♦"^  The  preparation  of  flax  requirtd  Struct  weie  the  '•  fla.xin^  plaOM**  for 

the  aid  of  ninning  water.   The  watering  their  several  neighborhoods. 
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The  existence  of  slavery  here  during  the  provincial  period 
and  to  a  later  day  has  been  noticed.  The  system  of  appren^ 
ticeship,  by  which  minors  were  bound  to  service,  was  almost 
universal.  The  age  of  fourteen  was  considered  to  be  a  proper 
time  for  the  beginning  of  that  which  was  not  infrequenUy  a 
period  of  enforced  servitude ;  and  a  term  of  seven  years  was 
not  too  long  for  the  apprentice  to  become  skilful  in  the  arts 
of  a  tailor,  a  cordwainer,  a  saddletree-maker,  or  a  weaver, 
riic  rising  and  the  setting  of  the  sun  marked  the  limits  of  a 
day's  work^  and  he  would  have  been  thought  an  idle  or  a 
vicious  man  who  proposed  other  limits  to  man's  labor  than 
the  natural  divisions  of  day  and  night.  Let  it  not  be  thought, 
however,  that  idleness  was  unknown  in  a  community  where 
the  tavern  was  always  open  and  where  moderate  drinking  was 
a  general  rule. 

The  public  inn  was  an  ever-present  feature  in  a  New  England 
town  of  the  old  time.  I  suspect  there  was  more  of  shelter 
than  of  good  cheer  within  the  doors  of  the  average  tavern  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  "Indian  corn  roasted,  and  bread 
made  of  Indian  meal,  and  sometimes  a  fowl  or  fish  dressed 
after  a  fashion,  btit  pretty  good  butter,  and  very  sad  sort  of 
cheese,"  was  the  list  of  edibl>  -  uhich  tliey  furnished,  as  an 
Kii;^'lish  traveller  fouml  i]i  1740;  and  he  could  add,  what  was 
perhaps  more  important  to  the  neiL,'hborhoocl,  "  general!)'  a 
little  riini  to  drink,  and  some  of  them  have  a  sorry  sort  of 
Madeira  wine."*' 

Maiden  was  well  supplied  with  taverns,  the  principal  of 
which  was  for  many  years  that  kept  by  the  Hills,  the  origin 
of  which  has  been  noticed.  Here  met  the  selectmen  to  lay 
rates  and  direct  the  atiairs  of  the  little  town,  and  here  came 
the  inhabitants  to  make  and  unmake  the  l)oards  which  man- 
aged them  from  one  .umual  meeting  unto  another.  Widow 
Sarah  Hill,  who,  as  has  been  seen,  succeeded  her  husband  oa 
his  death  in  1670,  renewed  her  license  from  year  to  year  until 
1679,  when  her  son,  Jacob,  was  licensed  to  "  Keep  a  house  of 

"  Bennett,  HiOory  •/ Ntm  EHgiami[Matt.  Hitt.  So.  /V«r.,  January,  1861}.  125. 
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Publ.  cnterteimii'  at  Mauldon."  He  removed  to  Cam" 
bridge  in  1681,  and  his  brother,  Isaac,  was  allowed  "  to  keep  an 
ordarye  and  to  Rctale  wine  &  strong  h'quo'."  At  the  same 
time  Nicholas  Salisbury  was  licensed  to  keep  "  at  Charlstown 
pcn\'  ferry  for  horse  &  man  &  retaicinj^  cider  &  bccre,"  and 
was  fined  for  not  having  a  previous  license.^^   Isaac  Hill  died 


a  little  before  February  23,  1720/^.  having  relinquished  the 
bii'^incss  of  an  innkee|)cr  in  1698,  unless  his  entertaining 
ministers  at  his  house  in  1 708,  "when  thay  preached  in 
maldon,"*^  ma\-  indicate'  that  he  continued  his  vocation  with- 
out the  sanction  of  the  court.  His  son,  Moses,  was  a  plain 
farmer,  who.  dying  in  1743.  left  to  his  son,  Isaac,  his  dwelling 
house  and  barn,  the  former  of  which,  removed  from  its  original 
site  where  now  stands  the  City  Hall,  remains  in  a  good  state 
of  preservation  on  Ir\'ing  Street. 

Isaac  Hill  seems  to  have  evolved  the  business  of  an  innkeeper, 
very  naturally,  from  that  of  a  retailer  of  wine  and  spirits,  for 
which  he  was  licensed  in  1 747 ;  and  it  was  two  years  later  that 

^  Afidd.  Court  Rtcordi,  iii.  281.  *^  Midden  Town  Jtetordt,  in  Ion. 

«•  niid.,iT.33. 
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he  opened  his  house  as  a  tavern.  Thenceforth,  Isaac  Hill's 
became  the  public  place  of  the  town,  its  proximity  to  the  meet- 
ing house,  and  its  location  at  the  junction  t)f  the  .several  county 
roads  givin^j  it  i^reat  advantages  over  the  house  of  Daniel  Xcw- 
hali,  its  competitor.  Landlord  Hill  died,  June  22,  1764,  at  the 
age  of  forty-one  \  car5,  an  early  age  for  one  who,  like  his  wine, 
needed  years  to  mellow  his  nature  and  fit  him  for  his  hospitable 
offices.  His  widow,  Sarah  (Haven),  continued  the  business 
without  interruption,  and  soon  filled  the  place  of  tlie  departed 
master,  by  marrying,  in  the  next  February,  James  Kcttell,  a 
deputy  sheriff  and  jail-keeper,  who  became  the  iandhird  at  the 
prophetic  and  patriotic  s\<^\^  of  the  Rising  Eagle,  which  the 
.  old  tavern  assumed,  it  was  during  the  rule  of  Landlord 
Kettell  that  John  Adams  visited  Maiden.    He  says:  — 

November  3,  [1766.]  Monday.  Set  ofT  with  my  wife  for  Salem  ; 
stopi»cd  half  an  hour  at  IJoston,  crossed  the  ferry,  and  at  three  o'clock 
arrived  at  Hill's,  the  tavern  in  Maiden,  the  sign  of  the  Rising  Eagle,  at 
the  brook  Mar  Mr.  Ein«rs(m'«  meeting-house,  five  miles  from  Nor- 
wood's \  where,  namely,  at  Hill's,  we  dined.  Here  we  fell  in  company 
with  Kent  and  Sewall. 

[June]  17,  [1771.]  Monday.  Set  out  upon  the  eastern  circuit. 
Stopped  at  Boston,  at  my  office,  and  nowhere  el'^e.  Came  over  Charles- 
town  ferry  and  Penny  ferry,  and  dined  at  Kettel's,  in  Maiden,  by  the 
meeting-house.    Kettel  is  a  deputy  sheriff;  the  raeeiiug-house  is  Mr. 


Sarah  Kottell,  the  uiuquhile  wife  of  Isaac  11,11.  died  December 
17,  1774,  -cavini^f  of  the  name  of  IliU  one  son,  Charles,  a  minor, 
and  four  daughters.  The  dealings  of  Kettell  with  the  tavern 
property  were  not  such  as  met  the  appro\  al  of  the  townspeople. 


Charles  Hill  became  of  age  in  1777  antl  assumed  control  of 
the  tavern,  which  again  was  known  as  Hill's.  "Charles  Hili  s 
House"  became  a  favorite  place  with  the  citizens,  and  town 
meetings  were  often  adjourned  to  its  hospitable  west  room. 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1778,  it  was 


J.  Thacher*s.** 


and  he  was  held  to  a  strict 
account  in  his  settlement  of 
the  estate  of  his  predecessor. 
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X'oted  M'  Ezra  ijargeani  Moiicrator.  After  the  Reading  of  ihc  Liiws 
and  ExlUbiting  the  accounts  of  the  Towns  Kxpence  the  year  past 
voted  to  Indemnify  Mr  Charles  Hill  for  Selling  Licquor  for  the  presant 
meeting  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned  for  one  hoar  and  an  halfe* 

Refreshed,  undoubtedly,  by  the  ninety  minutes  of  intermission 
and  the  liquor  of  Charles  Hill,  the  meeting  reassembled  and 
proceeded  with  its  proper  business.  At  a  town  meeting,  held 
August  12,  1779,  when  the  report  of"  a  Committee  to  state  the 
prices  of  the  several  articles  of  Commerce  among  ourselves 
which  the  Convention  did  not  state"  was  considered,  votes 
were  passed  which  affected  the  prices  of  lodging  and  sustenance 
at  public  houses.  It  was  then  ordered  that  New  England  mm 
should  be  nineteen  shillings  a  bowl,  and  West  India  toddy 
eighteen  shillings  a  bowl  with  loaf  sugar  and  sixteen  shillings 
with  brown  sugar;  and  "that  Tavern  keepers  for  a  Diner" 
might  charge  twenty-four  shillings  "  with  two  Dishes  one  Roast 
one  boyled  and  Suppers  in  proportion  to  the  Dishes."  Lodg- 
ing was  to  be  six  shillings  and  a  breakfast  eighteen  shillings; 
white  the  traveller's  horse  might  be  kept  over  night,  with  Eng- 
lish  hay,  for  eighteen  shillings,  and  six  shillings  would  give  him 
a  mess  of  oats  at  noon.  The  prices  of  other  articles  of  use  and 
wear  were  fixed,  and  the  town  clerk  was  directed  to  post  the 
votes  in  the  several  quarters  of  the  town.^  After  this  the  town 
appropriately  "  vtOed  to  adjourn  this  meeting  into  mT  Charles 
Hill*  west  Room,*'  where  the  Rev,  Mr.  Thacher  was  chosen  to 
meet  with  the  delegates  of  other  towns  at  Cambridge,    for  the 


*•  rhis  wa-s  in  furtherance  of  the  acts 
of  a  eonveolion  which  met  at  Concord, 
Jn!y  r ),  nii  the  recommenflation  of  the 
town  uf  l^uston.  Il  was  called  tu  con- 
sider questions  relating  to  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency  and  the  inflated 
prices  of  articles  of  necessity;  and  it 
wa.s  attended  by  representatives  of  most 
of  the  towns  of  the  state,  excepting 
those  of  the  district  of  Maine  and  the 
county  of  Berkshire.  Captain  Kcnjamin 
Blaney  was  the  deputy  and  it  was 
voted  unanomisly  that  Cap!  Blaney 
vote  for  things  in  the  above  said  Ctm- 
ventiun  l>e  iower'd  in  there  prices."  The 
town  afterwards  **v9Ud  Unantmoaly  to 


accept  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention," and  chose  the  committee  men^ 
tioiKcl  in  the  text  lV'<itk->  the  prices 
alieatly  uiciiUuiitil  as.  l^iii^  fi.vtd  by  the 
town  committee,  sole  leather  was  rated 
at  eighteen  shillings  the  pound  and  green 
hides  at  three  shillings.  Men's  good 
leather  shoes  were  fixed  at  five  pounds 
and  two  shillings  and  women's  shoes  at 
diree  pounds  and  twelve  shilhngs.  Six 
shillings  per  yard  was  allowed  "for 
weaving  Common  yard  wide"  cloth; 
and  oak  wood  was  to  be  sold  at  ten 

pnuiul^,   .iti<l    \v. limit     wood    at  tuelve 

pounds  the  cord,  when  delivered  in  the 
middle  of  the  town. 
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sole  purpose  of  forming  a  ConveiUion  for  the  purpose  of  fram- 
ing a  new  Constitution  or  form  of  Government."  The  annual 
meeting  of  1799  apparently  found  the  voters  in  a  convivial 
mood,  for  having  performed  their  duties  by  the  election  of  town 
officers,  they  adjourned  "  to  M*"  Stephen  Waits*'  for  one  hour 
met  &  Adjourned  to  Mf  Charles  Hills  West  Room."  Hill's  con- 
tinued to  be  known  as  the  principal  tavern  in  Maiden  until  after 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  It  is  last  mentioned  under 
the  date  of  March  14,  1804,  when  at  a  town  meeting  it  \s,is 
"  Wit^  To  adjourn  to  Hills  to  Seal  up  the  votes  for  Governor 
Lieu'.  Governor  &  Senators  &  when  done  the  Meeting  Dis- 
olved."  Charles  Hill  died  April  29,  1804,  and  the  line  of  land- 
lords of  the  Hill  name  was  ended.** 

James  Kettell,  who  married  Elizabeth  Wilson  soon  after  his 


Stcplun  Waite,  Jr.,  innkeeper,  was 
in  1798  the  owner  of  a  part  of  the  house 
which  then  stood  next  south  of  the  First 
P.Tfish  meeting  liouse.  Here  was  his 
tavern  and  in  an  ell  on  its  north  side  he 
had  a  shop  where  he  sold  West  India 
poods  .md  rum.  The  lion^c  h.itl  been 
recently  built  by  Daniel  Waite,  iii  part 
from  materials  of  the  meeting  house  of 
the  South  Precinct.  In  1S40  it  was 
removed  to  Baptist  Row,  where  at  the 
comer  of  Salem  and  Ferry  Streets  it 
remained  for  many  years,  until  1892, 
when  it  was  again  removed.  It  now 
stands  on  Eastern  Avenue,  near  Main 
.Street  In  its  former  condition  it  was 
a  good  specimen  of  the  better  houses  of 
the  latter  years  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury; and  its  solid  frame  and  brick  lined 
walls  bade  fair  to  outlast  many  more 

nvidcrn  biiililin^js.  It  i-v  said  to  have 
U:en  the  first  hou-^e  in  Maiden  with 
window  blinds;  and  its  gratified  owner, 
w.'ilkinLj  licfore  it,  is  reported  tO  have 
exclaimed,  "  Am  I  in  Boston  ?** 

It  was  not  uncommon  for  town  meet- 
ings to  adjourn  to  privntc  houses,  as  in 
1808,  when  an  adjournment  was  made 
to  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Herring  on 

Wilson's,  now  Bailev's  IIill..iMd  in  1S16. 
when  the  voters  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  William  Haskina. 

*»  IFe  was  the  father  of  the  late 
Charles,  Isaac,  and  Benjamin  Goodwin 


Ilill.  The  former  is  remembered  a.s  the 
constable  whose  stentorian  voice  bad 
many  tenors  for  the  eviUminded  boys 
of  a  former  generation.  Hill's  T.T\crn 
was  occupied  during  bis  life  by  Isaac 
Ilill,  a  son  of  the  last  landlord,  who 
died  June  i;,  1855.  In  1S57  the  land 
was  sold  to  the  town,  and  the  tavern 
gav«  place  to  the  town  house  which  is 
still  oc>  iipii-d  liy  the  city.  The  old  houNC 
was  removed  a  short  distance  to  Irving 
StreA,  where  it  now  stands.  Its  age  is 
not  known,  but  it  appears  to  belong  to 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
It  was  evidently  not  the  first  house 
which  was  built  upon  the  land  by  the 
Hills  or,  perhaps,  Coytmore.  and  which 
was  donbdess  the  tavern  of  1657.  The 
present  house  has  in  it  timb.  rs  which 
have  been  used  in  an  earlier  construc- 
tion ;  ami  it  is  very  likely  that  it  in- 
herited a  portion  of  the  material  as  well 
as  the  business  of  its  predece-^sor.  These 
timbers  have  been  h-  wn  to  a  surface 
upon  one  side  only,  otherwise  they  are 
Still  in  the  shape  which  nature  gave 
thetn  I'ttween  the  timbers  the  house 
Is  lined  with  clay,  a  prudent  practice 
which  gave  wav  to  the  good  old  custom 
of  "back -plastering,"  which  in  the  recent 
undue  cheapening  of  houses  has  nearly 
disappeared.  The  vieir  nepresenls  the 
house  as  ii  appeared  prior  to  its  removal 
from  Main  Street. 


BEFORE  THE  REVOLUTION, 


673 


departure  from  the  Rising  Eagle,  opened  a  rival  tavern  in  the 
old  house  of  Joseph  Hilb  at  the  corner  of  the  Salem  and  Read- 
ing Roads,  in  which  his  wife  had  an  undivided  half-right  His 
connection  with  the  Hill  estate  was  not  a  matter  with  which 
the  Probate  Court  alone  had  to  deal ;  but  it  was  carried  before 
the  church,  into  which  he  had  been  "  admitted  to  the  stated 
Enjoyment  of  christian  Privileges  *'  at  the  meeting  which  made 
choice  of  Mr.  Thacher  as  pastor.  A  special  church  meeting 
was  held,  March,  1 1, 1778,  "  to  hear  the  complaint  of  Bro  John 
Dexter  against  Bro  James  Kettle  'for  fraudulent  dealing  in 
dela]^ng  and  denying  to  produce  for  examination  certain  re- 
ceipts which  he  had  heretofore  implicitly  acknowledged  to  be 
false,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Isaac  Hill  deceased/  "  After 
several  meetings  it  was  voted,  "  That  Bro.  Kettle  has  been 
guil^  of  fraudulent  dealing  in  this  regard.  That  he  be  sus^ 
pendcd  from  the  communion  of  the  church  till  he  shall  give  .  .  . 
christian  satisfaction."  It  was  «;ix  years  before  the  church 
voted  "  I.  That  Brother  Kettel  having  produced  the  receipts 
mentioned  in  Bro'  De.xter's  complaintt  hath  given  satisfaction 
to  the  minds  of  the  church  with  respect  to  said  complaint;  and 
therefore,  2.  That  Brother  Kettell  be  restored  to  the  charity 
and  communion  of  the  church." 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kettell  died  in  1782;  and  Kettell's  Tavern 
appears  to  have  closed  its  doors  in  1783.  Dr.  John  Sprague 
purchased  of  James  Kettell,  in  1788,  the  easterly  half  of  the 
house  and  the  land  adjoining,  which  was  then  described  as  con- 
taining about  sixteen  acres.  He  had  previously  bought  the 
interest  of  the  heirs  of  Tabitha  Parker,  the  sister  of  Mrs. 
Kettell;  and  in  1797  he  acquired  of  Kettell's  administrator  the 
westerly  half  of  the  house  and  the  moiety  of  land  connected 
with  it.    Here  he  resided  until  his  death  \\\  1803. 

Robert  Foster,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  .Sprrtsfue, 
occupied  the  old  house  in  180735  a  tavern;  and  under  his 
management  it  appears  to  have  become  more  popular  than  \\\ 
the  days  of  Kettell.  A  town  mectinc;  in  April.  1807,  was 
adjourned  to  meet  at  "  M'.  Robert  Foster  s  house  forthwith  \  '* 

«  Fira  Chunk  /ttevrdft  im  itc», 
43 
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and  a^ru  ia  iSrr.  '■  ihe  icieci  Mi-  icld  i:  public  Vendue  at 
tiie  h^uie  01  Rooert  F-itcr  ic-cr>-  Articles  ot'  Waning  Ap- 
parre; "  to  the  arrcLz;  ot  c.cvcn  iou-iri  ia-i  scveaty-tiAo  cents, 
wh  ch  were  "  the  efccta  ct  IjTi  E.ujoeth  F:ti  Jcrrel. '  In 
I  Si  2  a  town  cneetirrT  was  acj :  j.m<c  t  :  Foyer  s  Tavern,  and  at 
a  meetir^  ia  Apdi  ot  the  ae.xt  year  ;t  -a-is 

r-.-.v.''  To  iii  o'jira  to  Fosters  adt  Ti^:r=.  i  \[er;t  accordingly  and  sect 
np  the  C'-uet;:;rsh-p  at  A-:ctioc  to  the  lowest  bidcr  tor  th^  ensuing 
jt^  —  ai«d  u  »a»  stTici  oi  to  L'ruia  cuies  at  two  Cents  e^ht 
Mils  for  tbe  Sooth  put — and  three  Ccius  foor  Mills  oo  a  doOar  for  Uie 
Nordi  port  oC  the  towi. 

Foster's  Tavern  ii  mentioned  in  coroxectxoa  with  a  town  meet- 
ing io  1S15.  and  it  may  ha\-e  beea  in  existence  several  years 
later.  The  old  boose  had  by  this  time  attained  a  good  old  age ; 
and  it  is  described  by  those  who  remenilfer  it  as  showing  many 
of  the  corrosive  maris  of  time.    It  finally  disappeared  about 

Not  less  important  in  the  service  of  the  public  was  the  well 
which  still  remained  u-ith  its  sparkling  \%-aters  as  cool  and  pure 

when  they  quenched  the  thirst  of  Joseph  Hills  and  his  com- 
panions; and  our  sketch  of  the  old  house  would  be  incomplete 
without  the  story  of  the  old  to«ro  pump. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  centuiy  most  of  the  Wilson 
land  on  the  Salem  Road  had  been  sold  to  Benjamin  Faulkner, 
who  thus  came  into  possession  of  the  land  on  which  the  Con- 
verse Memorial  Building  now  stands,  and  the  adjacent  land  to 
the  present  westerly  line  of  Sprague  Street  The  house  and  the 
land  at  the  fork  of  the  roads  passed  into  the  hands  of  William 
Barrett,  who,  at  bis  death  in  1834,  was  in  possession  of  a 
lar^c  tract  of  land  both  east  and  west  of  Main  Street,  including 
the  water  privilege  on  which,  in  1S04.  he  had  established  his 
dye  house. 

In  1842  a  committee  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  purchased 

In  188S  the  position  of  the  cellar  well,  or  in  the  centre  of  the  roadway  on 

of  the  house  was  shown  while  workmen  the  north  ride  o(  the  sqoam  In  1894. 

were  cxcnv  itin;:  for  a  line  of  water  pipe  w  Jien  the  well  was  filled  in.  the  sidewalk 

to  Wayie'9  Mount.    It  was  found  to  be  was  moved  a  few  feet  northerly.  For 

about  twelve  paces  from  the  inner  line  the  early  histofy  of  this  houses  vidt 

of  the  sidewalk,  a  few  feet  east  of  the  chap^  vl  note  $. 
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for  two  thousand  dollars  the  one  acre  of  land»  more  or  les8»  on 
which  the  church  now  stands.  Previous  to  the  transfer  by  the 
committee  to  the  society,  a  portion  of  the  corner,  "  with  a  well 
thereon,"  was  sold  to  the  town  for  fifty  dollars.    The  limits  of 

the  land  conveyed  to  the  town  may  be  clearly  ascertained  by 
projecting  the  easterly  line  of  Main  Street  from  a  point,  "three 
feet  north  of  the  inside  stoning  of  said  well,"  forty<«ix  feet  and 
six  inches  southerly  and  continuing  easterly  to  a  point  in  the 
northerly  line  of  Salem  Street  made  b\'  the  westerly  line  of  the 
land  of  the  Maiden  Public  Library.  By  the  deed  in  which  this 
purchase  was  confirmed,  the  town  was  to  "enjoy  all  the  privi- 
leges of  said  well  and  land  for  the  purposes  of  a  watering 
place  and  as  a  common  highway." 

At  a  meeting  in  June,  1843,  the  selectmen  were  authorized 
"  to  procure  a  pump  and  trough  for  the  Foster  well,  such  as 
they  think  proper."  John  T.  Cram  furnished  a  pine  pump  for 
si.Kteen  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents;  and  Simon  Black  was 
paid  twenty  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents  for  "work,  lumber, 
and  [cash]  paid  for  smithing  for  new  pump." 

The  establishment  of  a  public  watering  place  had  become 
a  necessity,  as  the  ancient  one  on  the  north  side  of  Hill's  Bridge 
had  been  destroyed,  as  had  also  that  on  the  Boston  Road  at 
Lewis's  Bridge,  The  roadside  border  of  the  mill  pond  on  the 
Medford  Road  was  con\enicnt  for  horses  and  cattle  when  the 
pond  was  full;  but  the  su])pl>-  of  water  was  precarious  from  the 
frequent  drawing.;  down  for  the  uses  of  the  grist  mill  at  the  dam 
where  Middlesex  Street  now  crosses  the  brook.  Otherwise,  the 
nearest  waterin;^'  place  was  at  the  old  flaxing  place  in  Harvell's 
Brook  Lane,  where  the  Eastern  Railroad  now  passes  Cross 
Street;  while  the  foot  passenger  could  find  acces"?  to  a  spring 
in  Green's  meadow,  west  of  Main  Street  and  south  of  Bell 
Rock. 

Thereafter,  for  more  than  fifty  years,  followin^^  its  nearly  two 
centuries  of  private  use,  the  well  of  Joseph  Hills  ministered  to 
the  needs  of  a  thirsty  public  —  botli  of  man  and  beast.  Its  cool 
water  became  known  for  miles  around  and  few  passed  the  old 
corner,  by  day  or  by  night,  during  the  warm  season,  without 
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taking  a  draught  from  the  town  pump.  Well  wrote  a  M;iiden 
lady:  — 

With  all  the  joy,  with  all  the-  sorrow,  (hiring  all  hour^  cif  tlit-  d  iy  and 
night,  for  friend  and  foe,  ui  time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war,  the  well 
has  remained  unfailing  and  undefiled. 

An  attempt  was  iiiatle  to  remove  the  pump  in  1 885,  and  an 
order  contemplating  such  an  action  was  passed  by  the  cumtiion 
council;  but  at  a  meeting  of  the  aldermen  protests  >iL;ned  by 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine  inhabitants  uerc  presented  and 
the  order  was  refused.  One  of  the  protests  was  signed  by  two 
hundred  and  si.x  women  who  said :  — 

We,  women  citizens  of  Maiden,  respectfully  protest  ajgjainst  the  dis- 
continuance and  closing  of  the  Old  Town  Pump.  It  being  a  noted 
landmark  of  valuable  historic  relations  and  a  fountain  of  beneficent 
hospitality  and  pure,  unintoxicating  drink,  we  beseech  yoa  to  consider 
and  heed  this  our  protest  and  petition. 

The  local  papers  teemed  with  rhymes  in  which  the  old  well 
appeared  alternately  as  a  foul  cesspool  and  a  source  of  health 
and  life.  Analyses  of  the  water  were  made  which  vindicated  its 
purity. 

A  substantial  granite  pump  was  presented  to  the  city  in  i83;. 
by  Walter  P.  Sheldon,  which  replaced  the  wooden  pump  which 
had  been  in  service  about  ten  years.  It  was  said  at  this  time 
that  this  well  "  is  the  only  place  in  the  centre  of  the  city  where 
one  may  slake  his  thirst  with  a  drink  of  pure  water  fresh  from 
the  ground." 

The  pump  and  well  were  destro)  cd  by  the  action  of  the  City 
Council  in  April,  1894.  There  was  nothing  in  the  surroundings 
of  the  well  at  that  time  to  make  its  water  less  pure  than  in  1885. 
All  cesspools  and  sewers  were  at  a  distance,  and  the  lines  of 
strata,  so  far  as  they  are  known  by  excavation,  must  have  car- 
ried all  contaminations,  not  immediately  around  the  well,  in 
other  directions. 

The  old  well  served  us  with  honor  and  brought  down  to  our 
day  the  memoiy  of  the  fathers  of  Maiden.  Bom  in  the  shade 
of  a  primeval  forest,  it  saw  the  beginning  of  our  municipal  life 
when  it  was  simple  and  rude.   It  had  been  a  blessing  to  us  and 
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to  our  forebears,  and  it  might  have  been  preserved.  It  could 
have  been  preserved;  but  there  is  neither  sentiment  nor  pity  in 
city  councils  and  the  demands  of  street  railroads. 

The  eldest  and  most  important  competitor  of  Hill's  in  its 
earlier  days  was  Newhall's  —  the  Half  Moon,  which  stood  on 
the  Salem  Road  near  the  present  easterly  corner  of  Salera  and 
Porter  Streets.  It  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  occupied  as  an 
tnn  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  by  Thomas  Newhall,  Jr., 
who  was  licensed  in  1707  and  whose  name  appears  as  that  of  an 
innhoider  until  1716,  soon  after  which  he  removed  to  Leicester. 
The  sixteen  acres  of  land  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  running 
from  the  hills,  which  were  then  a  part  of  the  town  commons,  to 
the  watercourse  since  known  as  Harvell's  Brook,  were  a  part 
of  the  f^irni  of  si\t>'  acres  which  Joseph  Hills  sold  to  Thomas 
Newhall,  the  husband  of  his  granddaughter,  Rebecca  Green,  in 
1681.  On  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Newhall  in  1728,  although 
no  record  of  the  division  of  his  estate  is  known,  this  portion  of 
his  farm  appears  to  have  [)assed  into  the  possession  (jf  his  son, 
Daniel,  who  may  have  previously  improved  it  and  who  was 
licensed  as  an  innhoider  in  173 F.  In  1736  Chief  Justice  Ben- 
jamin Lynde,  riding  to  Cambridt^^e,  "  Stopped  and  baited  at 
Maiden.  Half  Moon."  Five  years  hiter  he  records  liow  lie 
*'  went  for  Charlestovvn  Court,  and  rid  on  our  horses  firmly  over 
Penny  Ferry,  he  [Coz.  VV"'  Browne,  Esq.]  having  paid  our  ex- 
penses at  the  Half  Moon,  Newall's."  A  few  weeks  later  he 
"  oaled  and  drank  "  at  the  same  place.  His  last  visit  appears 
to  have  been  in  the  following  July,  wlien,  in  going  to  Cam- 
bridge, he  "  c^ot  to  the  Half  Moon,  Newel's,  baited  horse,  and 
had  cyder  syllabub  and  bread  and  butter."  His  son,  Judge 
Benjamin  Lynde  the  youni^'cr,  was  an  occasional  visitor  at  the 
Half  Moon  in  his  journeys  from  Salem  to  Boston  or  Cam- 
bridge." Tlie  death  of  Captain  Benjamin  Blaney  in  17S%*  at 
or  near  this  house,  is  noticed  in  another  place. 

Daniel  Newhall  died  February  3,  1760,  at^ed  sevcnty-fi\-c 
years;  and  his  widow,  Sarah  (  I'osdick).  representing  that  "  her 
said  Husband  was  by  the  Court  of  Generall  Sessions  of  the 
"  Diaritt »/  Benj.  Lynde  and  of  Benj.  Lynde,  Jr.,  78  tt  ttq. 
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Peace  .  ,  .  Licenced  to  be  an  Inholdcr  and  to  sell  W  ine  & 
Spirits  distilled  for  a  year  ...  in  the  House  where  he  then 
and  for  many  years  before  had  keept  a  Pnbhck  Inn,"  petitioned 
the  General  Court,  praying  that  she  nii;4ht  "  be  im powered  to 
keep  an  ho.ise  of  Piiblick  Entertainment  during  the  Remainder 
of  the  Term."    Her  petition  was  granted,  "  Provided  she  hrst 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  Selectmen  for  that  {)urpose  and 
recognizes  before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  {  Quorum  Onus) 
according  to  Law  within  fifteen  days  from  this  time  for  her 
keeping  good  Rule  and  Order  and  duly  paying  the  Excise.""^ 
Widow  Newhall  died  December  I2,  1763,  and  was  succeeded  by 
her  son,  Captain  John  Newhail,  wiio  maintained  the  hospitality 
of  the  Half  Moon  until  1769,  when  he  sold  the  house  to  Dr. 
Jonathan  I'ortcr.     Dr.  Porter  combined  the  exercise  of  the 
medical  profession  with  the  duties  of  a  landlord  until  1775, 
when  the  glories  of* a  public  house  departed  from  the  ancient 
tavern.    Before  its  doors  were  finally  closed  to  the  public,  they 
were  opened  to  a  number  of  wounded  men  from  Bunker  Hill, 
who  were  brought  here  for  shelter  and  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  its  master.^    Dr.  Porter  died  in  1783;  and  his  homestead 
remained  in  the  hands  of  heirs  until  1826,  when  Uriah  Chamber- 
lain became  the  owner  of  the  house  and  the  sixteen  acres  of 
Daniel  Newhall.    Two  \'ears  later  he  sold  the  house,  with  four 
acres  around  it  on  tlic  north  side  of  the  road,  to  William  Waite. 
The  old  house,  unpaintcd  and  weatherworn,  remained  until 
1844,  when  it  gave  place  to  a  more  modcra  dwelling,  which  has 
since  been  removed. 

There  was  another  competitor  to  Hill's  which  outlived  its 
more  successful  rival.  John  Bunker,  the  saddler  of  Cambridge, 
who,  near  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  by  inheritance 
and  purchase,  came  into  the  possession  of  a  large  tract  of  swamp 
and  upland  in  Scadan,  sold  to  Samuel  Waite,  Jr.,  in  1706,  with 
other  lands,  "  ail  that  ffarme  or  parcell  of  Land,"  containing 
eighty  acres,  with  a  dwelling  house,  lying  south  of  the  Salem 
Road  and  east  of  the  coun^  way  now  known  as  Cross  Street.^ 

<■  Mm.  Archives,  exL  467.  CmeftJ  **  Bi'CinieHHHti  Btak  of  MMtM,  176k 
Court  Utetrdit  Jtxiil  234.  •*  MM,  Co.  DteA,  jdv.  121. 
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The  house,  wliicli  stooti  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  in  a  loca- 
tion now  luiknuwn,  had  been  built  by  the  first  John  Bunker  on 
the  two  hundicci  acres  which  his  father,  George  Bunker,  had 
deeded  to  hini  ufjiui  his  n.aniage  with  Hannah  Mellows.  Here 
Captain  SaniLici  W'aite  is  supposed  to  have  h\ed,  and  his  name 
appears  as  a  hcen.^ed  innholder  in  the  jcars  1719-24.  After 
his  death  in  17  ''^  40,  tlie  place  was  occupied  by  his  son,  William, 
until  hii  removal  to  Marblehead  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 
Tradition  indicates,  with  some  appearance  of  probability,  that- 
the  house  was  open  for  public  purposes  just  before  the  Revolu- 
tion and  connects  it  with  the  story  of  Christopher  Forbes  and 
the  British  officer — which  is  related  elsewhere  —  although  I 
have  found  no  record  of  a  license  for  that  purpose.^  About  this 
titne»  on  a  Sunday  forenoon,  the  old  house  was  burned  to  the 
ground  with  all  that  was  in  it,  while  the  family  were  at  the 
meeting  house.  It  is  said  that  they  were  much  surprised  when 
they  returned  and  found  "  ever3rthing  flat."  "  A  new  house  was 
built  upon  the  north  side  of  the  road,  which  the  second  William 
Waite  occupied  as  an  inn  in  1 789  and  perhaps  a  few  years  ear- 
lier.  The  town  record  says :  — 

Capt  Wiliiam  Wait  deceased  on  the  26'''  day  of  July  1809  aged 
70  years  be  was  driving  a  team  with  a  load  of  hay  from  Medford  in  a 
shower  of  rain  and  was  found  dead  on  the  [cause]  between  Med- 
ford &  Maiden  it  was  supposed  he  wis  silting  on  the  spire  of  the 
wncjgon  nnd  fell  into  a  sleep  &•  piched  under  the  wheel  which  passed 
over  his  neck  and  shoulder  as  appeared  on  examination. 

Waite's  Tavern  remained  open  a  few  years  longer  and  was 

finally  closed  by  its  owner,  Aaron  Waite,  an  eminent  merchant 
of  Salem  and  a  brother  of  the  late  landlord.  From  him  it 
passed  through  the  hands  of  William  Richardson  and  Joshua 
Webster  to  Levi  W.  Rockwell,  by  whom  it  was  demolished  in 

^  Mere  came  Benjamin  Peirce,  of  while  engaged  in  firing  upon  the  enemy. 

Salem,  on  the  eventful  morning  of  ApHt  This  incident  wis  osed  by  the  late  Dr. 

19.  17- V    I'ciriL:  on  horseback,  he  had  Arthur  D.  ("nrey  as  the  sufiiect  of  a 

preceded    the    Essex    Regiment    and  legendary  poem.     I'ldf  Corey,  Arthur 

stopped  a  few  moments  to  greet  his  Moraine  Corey,  a  Afemorial,  3ia 
relatives,   he    havintr    m:\rrinl    M.iry,        ^  F>i.^<'>-mii.':  'h  i^f  the  late  Augostua 

daughter  of  hamucl  and  niece  of  William  D.  Rogers  of  Salem,  and  tradition. 
Walt«.  He  wu  killed  in  the  aftenioon 
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the  winter  of  1891.  Its  position  on  Salem  Street  was  nearly 
opposite  Webster  Street. 


Besides  the  taverns  already  mentioned  others  existed  at 
various  times.  One  at  an  early  date  stood  upon  the  old  county 
road  in  Scadan  and  may  have  been  that  which  was  kept  by 
Jonathan  Sprague  in  1701-06.  Traces  of  its  cellar  and  well 
might  have  been  seen  a  few  years  ago  in  the  field  on  the  south 
side  of  Granite  Street.  Samuel  Parker  was  an  innholder  in 
1703  and  Joses  Bucknam  was  licensed  in  1726-30.  In  173 1 
the  latter,  in  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  represented  tiiat 
he  had 

for  many  Years  past  kept  a  Tavern  in  the  s'  Town  to  the  general 

Approbation  &  without  being  ever  charged  with  any  breach  of  Law, 
That  he  has  this  Year  had  the  Consent  of  the  Select  men  of  the  said 
Town  for  the  Continuance  of  his  License  but  the  Justices  were  pleased 
to  disallow  him  without  any  just  Reason  that  he  knows  of  which  is 
greatly  to  his  Damage,  And  therefore  praying  that  this  Court  would 
Grant  him  Liberty  to  keep  a  Tavern  at  Maiden  as  He  has  done  for 
many  Years  pasL" 

For  some  reason  his  petition  was  disallowed  and  his  license 

was  never  renewed.   Samuel  Sweetser  was  licensed  in  1726-31 

*»  General  Court  X^ctrds,  vr.  126. 
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and  was  succeeded  by  Benjamin  Sweetser  in  1755-36;  and 
Samuel  Slower,  who  was  at  first  a  **  retailer,"  was  an  inn- 
holder  in  1756  and  1758,  and  was  followed  by  his  brother,  john» 
in  1759-46.  Bucknam,  the  Sweetsers,  and  the  Stowers  were 
inhabitants  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  town. 

Besides  that  of  the  innholders  there  was  another  class  of 
licenses  for  those  who  were  known  as  *'  retailers  — those  who 
sold  wine  and  spirits  by  authority.  These  were  mostly  of 
those  who  sold  more  important  articles  of  subsistence;  and 
their  names  are  those  of  the  earlier  shopkeepers  and  traders 
of  the  town.  Captain  Ebenezer  Harndcn  was  licensed  in 
I744'5i  and  Jacob  Bucknam  in  1748-50.  There  was  another, 
one  Rudgc,  who  in  a  perplexing  way  appears  as  John  and 
Thomas  at  different  times  and  places.  As  Thomas  Rudge 
he  was  licensed  in  1750  and  so  continued  until  1758,  when  he 
appears  both  as  John  and  Thomas  In  a  petition  to  the  General 
Court  in  which  he  made  the  following  statement:  — 

Some  Yeais  Since  being  a  Miller  in  the  Town  of  MauMen  aforesaid 
(in  which  duty  he  humbly  Concieves  he  behaved  to  Good  Satisfaction) 
never  the  less  by  an  unlucky  accident  was  so  wounded  in  One  of  his 

Leges  that  he  was  Obliged  to  Siil  nii'  (by  the  advice  of  Surgeons)  to 
have  the  Same  Cut  off  which  Co.«.i  your  [|X'tiiioner]  almost  all  his 
I.ivin!»  iiiil  after  all  remaincil  verv  mnch  disabled  for  that  or  any 
other  business  whereby  to  Get  his  livclyhood  must  have  Suflered 
Greatly  had  not  the  Town  of  Maulden  and  Mr.  Whealright  the  owner 
of  the  mills  been  very  Charitable.* 

Representing  that  *'an  Opertunity  now  oflTers  of  Retailing 
Liquors  Coffee  and  Tea  in  the  Town  of  Maulden/'  he  asked 
for  a  license,  and  the  court  so  far  answered  his  prayer  as  to 
refer  him  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  by 
which  he  was  licensed  as  Thomas  Rudge.  His  **  Opertunity  '* 
was  of  short  duration,  for  the  next  year,  as  Thomas  in  one 
record  and  as  John  in  another,  he  was  drowned  between 
Bcwton  and  Winnislmmet;  as  is  elsewhere  related.  Hts  widow, 
Katharine  (Welch),  succeeded  to  his  business  and  *'  retailed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Maiden  until  1765,  when  she  was  married 
to  Isaac  Townsend  of  Boston  and  retired  to  private  life. 

M  Alii-ti.  ArchtVii,  bxL  415. 
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Israel  Cook,  of  Boston*  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  peddler  at 
first,  married  Widow  Hannah  Uphaoi  in  174^51  occupied  the 
house  of  his  foregoer,  which  long  stood  at  the  corner  of  the  ' 
present  Green  and  Howard  Streets  in  Melrose,  and  opened 
there  the  Brst  store  for  the  sale  of  rum  and  groceries  in  that 
part  of  the  town.**  He  was  licensed  in  1757  and  was  in  bus- 
iness in  1775  and  perhaps  later.  Widow  Abigail  Barrett  was 
contemporary  with  Rudge  and  Israel  Cook  and  was  in  business 
in  1760  and  as  late  as  1772.  These  names,  with  those  of 
Nathaniel  Sargeant  and  Jacob  Upham,  whose  careers  were 
of  no  long  duration,  are  those  of  the  rumsellers  and  shop* 
keepers  of  the  provincial  period.  They  divided  with  the 
innholders  the  doubtful  honors  of  the  grogshop,  and  with  the 
more  substantial  farmers  and  mechanics,  who  bartered  with 
their  neighbors  the  surplus  of  their  private  stores  of  West 
India  goods,  the  more  honorable  distinctions  of  a  useful  though  ' 
humble  business. 

This  house,  binlt  by  Phineas  Up-  pounds,  "  the  profits  of  which  Stock  in 

ham,  is  noticed  in  chap.  xii.  note  59  trade,  "  she  wrote,  "with  my  other  La- 
Hannah  Cook  died  October  3,  1789,  hour  neeu  me  a  Comfortable  Saport." 
and  Israel  Cook,  January  14  [or  20],  The  old  house  passed  into  the  posses- 
17<;)0,  aftf.r  whii.h  Joht\  Haskins.  a  ^idn  of  T.zw  Vinton  in  iSii  ;in<l  con- 
nephew  of  Israel  Cook  and  the  husband  tinued  in  bis  family  until  1870,  when  it 
of  Hannah  Upham,  a  daughter  of  was  sold  at  auction  and  torn  down. 
Hannah  Cook  by  lutr  first  Imsh.uivl,  A  sm.ill  fii.-lil  m  .ir  liv.  still  known  as  | 
appears  as  the  owner  of  the  Upham  "  the  potash  pasture,"  recalls  the  inanu- 
liouse.  Herehto  daughter,  Sarah  Inman,  faeture  of  that  useful  product  of  the 

OCCiipyini;  .1   |iorii(.n  of  the  house  in    fallen  fiircsts  hv  I-r.iel  Cook,  in  dm 
1793,  continued  the  business  of  Israel    nection  with  his  other  business.  Aidrott 
Cook  with  «  atock  valued  at  eighteen  Jmtnal^  September  27, 187J. 
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MIUTARY  AFFAIRS  AND  THE  FRENCH  NEUTRALS, 

1690-1775- 

IN  a  former  chapter  we  have  followed  the  military  affairs  of 
the  town  to  the  beginning  of  the  provincial  period.  In  the 
numerous  alarms  and  expeditions  which  followed,  at  intervals, 
the  men  of  Maiden  bore  their  part;  and  tlic  f>rcsts  of  the 
western  frontiers  or  the  bleak  and  inhospitable  shores  of  Acadie 
and  Cape  Breton  witnessed  their  toils  and  privations  or  their 
heroic  deaths. 

In  1690  Lieutenant  Joseph  Wilson  was  nominated  and 
chosen  a  captain  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  of  Sir  William 
Phips,^  which  sailed  from  Boston  in  August,  and  after  a  fruitless 
demonstration  before  Quebec,  and  a  disastrous  voyage  on  its 
return,  resulted  in  loss  and  distress.  This  expedition  was  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  first  issue  of  a  paper  currency,  which 
under  the  name  of  bills  of  credit  and  their  varieties  of  old  and 
new  tenor,  cursed  the  Colony  for  more  than  two  generations.* 

*  ilAwj. /<r<--4hvj,  xxxvi.  135,  170.         iT.58>  TtVtt /nttorical  Acttmnt  0/ Alassa- 
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TRrsu  /ck,  which  followed  the  tea  years'  war  of 
jbe  peace  of      ^  ^^^^^    America  by  the  war  with  the 

King  Wi/i/^;"  "  '"^^j,ich  is  known  as  Queen  Anne's  War,  dorw 
^''"'^        another  ten  years  the  people  of  the  New  England 
^     c^werc  continually disbitbed  by  calls  to  miiitaiy  service. 
^      mn  c  declined,  the  usual  vocations  of  life  were  neglected, 
^^'^'i Ourat'enient  and  general  depression  prevailed.  Little 
^"     va  of  the  part  which  Maiden  performed  in  this  disastrous 
troublesome  war.    Ednaund  Chamberlain,  who  was  born 
w  eeks  after  his  brother  and  namesake,  Edmund,  felt  at  the 
Trlt  Svvamp  Fight  in  Philip's  War,,  was  in  the  company  of 
Captain  Abcrcrombie  in  the  expedition  which,  in  1710,  wrested 
Port  Royal  from  the  French  and  gave  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  the  British  crown*  Returning  to  Maiden  he  soon 
died  and  his  widow,  like  many  other  hapless  women,  remained. 
Her  rates  were  forgiven  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  December  y, 
171 1 ;  and  in  the  meantime  she  had  been  the  object  of  legisla- 
tive action.  The  following  letter  b  characteristic  of  the  time :  — 

maiden     7  of  June  1711 

Sr:  Afiar  mysanitc  presented  to  your  self;  These  mayjoform  you: 

That :  we  haue  a  poore  woman  liueth  jn  our  Town :  whose  name  js 
margret  Chaimberlin  : :  her  husband  hauing  ben  sent  To  port :  royal 
upon  late  expedition :  and  came  horn :  again  aliue :  Tho  uery 
weakly :  and  soon  dyed  Aftar  his  return : :  now  Sr :  y*  Cause  js  thus 
this  woman  neuer  Resaiued  her  husbands  wages :  Tho  she  might  haue 
had  jt :  jf  she  would  Administer  on  her  husbands  estate : :  but  the 
estate  beeing  so  ueiy  little  and  y*  chaig  would  be  Great  she  dare 
not  doe  jt : 

This  pore  womm  hauing  discour'd  with  m'  James  Taylor  The  Tresurer 
about  this  matiar :  he  said  to  her  jf  she  would  desier  hclj)  ut'  }■*  Re- 
presentitiue  of  her  town  which  was  ray  self:  and  jf  when  y  Gcnerall 
Cort  sate :  J  would  ccnne  to  him :  he  would  go  with  me  to  the  honord 
m'  Addington:  he  did  not  questea  but  make  it  bare  y*  this  pore 
woonian  might  haue  lier  money  This  was  befory*  last  sessions  y*  last 
year:  btit  y'.  sessions  begun  and  ended  jn  4  days :  And  now  jt  has 
plesd  god  To  lay  his  band  on  me  y'  J  am  still  so  weake  J  damot  go 
out  of  my  dors  : 

now  Sr ;  you  understand  this  roattar  as  well  as  my  self  and  jf  you  please 
to  be  a  frend  to  her  as  J  question  not  but  you  are :  and  discoun  with 
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m'  Tayler :  about  y*  mattar  J  hope  your  saruic  will  bc  well  exepted  jo 
y*  sight  of  all  which  is  y"  desier  of  your  freed 

John  Greenland. 

for:  Caff.  John  burrel  of  fyn: 

Edm^ :  Chamberlain  under  Capt  Abercrombie  2 :  o.  7:  b  y*  Roll. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  la :  1711. 

OrderedT\\jx  the  wages  due  to  Edraund  Chamberlain  upon  Capt 
Abercrombies  Roll,  bc  |)aid  Margret  Chamberlain  widow,  relict,  of  the 

si  lOilmund  Chamberlain. 
Sent  up  for  Concurreuce 

John  Burrill  Speaker. 
In  Council  die  preutieto  Consented  to 
Samuel  Sbwbll  f  Order} 

The  name  of  James  Hovey  of  Maiden  is  on  a  "  Roll  of 
English  Prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  French  and  Jndians  at 
Canada,"*  which  was  brought  by  the  messengers  of  the  French 
Governor  Vaudreuil  in  the  winter  of  171^ ;  and  it  seems  prob« 
able  that  he  was  taken  ui  the  year  1 707. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  closed  the  war  in  171 3,  though 
not  creditable  to  the  English  government  in  alt  respects,  gave 
peace  to  the  harassed  inhabitants  of  New  England,  until  the 
breaking  out  of  Father  Rasle's  War  by  the  burning  of  Bruns- 
wick and  other  depredations  of  the  Indians  in  Maine.  This 
war,  which  lasted  four  years  [1722-1726],  was  prosecuted  on 
the  English  side  by  volunteers,  whose  principal  incentive  was 
the  bounty  which  the  government  offered  for  Indian  scalps. 
There  is  no  record  of  Maiden  men  in  this  war,  though  some  of 
the  more  uneasy  may  have  found  their  way  to  the  frontiers. 

Peace  ensued  for  nearly  twenty  years,  during  which  time  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  were  troubled  by  the  small-pox,  the 
paper  currency,  and  a  quarrel  with  their  governor,  Jonathan 
Belcher,  which  had  begun  during  the  term  of  the  preceding 
governor,  William  Burnet  This  quarrel  arose  from  the  ques- 
tion of  a  fixed  salary  for  the  representative  of  the  king,  which 
the  General  Court  refused  on  the  ground  that  **  settling  a  salary 
would  deprive  the  people  of  their  rights  as  Englishmen.*'* 
The  home  government  instructed  Governor  Beldier  to  insist 

*  Moii.  Archives,  Ixxi.  7^5.  *  Hutchinion,  HitU>ry  of  Mattaekw- 

«  Ibid.  369, 765.  Mttt-B^  &  376^ 
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upon  the  measure,  declaring  that  the  Massachusetts  representa- 
tives "  for  some  years  last  past,  have  attempted  by  muvarrant- 
able  practices  to  weaken  if  not  cast  off  the  obccHcncc  tlicy  ow  e 
to  the  crown  and  the  dependence  which  all  colonies  ourrht  to 
have  on  their  mother  country."'^  At  the  same  time  the  iiousc 
claimed  a  right  to  audit  public  charj^^es,  which  was  stoutly  re- 
sisted by  the  Governor,  and  on  these  issues  the  people  were 
aroused.  In  the  midst  of  these  coiilroversics  the  town  of 
Maiden  held  a  special  mcetin^^  at  which  the  only  business  trans- 
acted was  the  passage  of  the  following  vote  :  — 

[September  15,  1731]  voaU  that     Town  will  stand  for  there  privi- 

lidges  acortluig  to  y*  charter. 

A  like  spirit  animated  the  whole  province,  and  the  representa* 
tives,  supported  by  the  country,  firmly  maintained  their  position. 
In  the  end  the  Governor  was  pleased  to  receive  his  annual 
grants  in  the  form  which  the  Province  might  allow,  and  they 
were  not  illiberal  when  the  principle  was  fixed ;  but  after  the 
treasury  had  lain  empty  two  years,  the  claim  of  the  House  to 
audit  charges  was  disallowed  and  the  representatives  acquiesced 
in  their  own  defeat/  In  such  ways  did  the  rising  spirit  of 
liberty  assert  itself  and  foreshow  the  events  of  later  years. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Old  French  War  in  1744  introduced 
a  new  era  of  arms  and  arrested  in  a  measure  the  growing 
opposition  to  the  established  government  This  war.  which 
was  European  in  its  causes,  was  opened  in  America  by  the 
destruction  of  the  English  fishing  and  trading  station  at 
Canseau,  and  was  signalized  by  the  reduction  of  the  strongly 
fortified  town  of  Louisburg  by  the  farmers,  the  fishermen,  and 
the  artisans  of  New  England  in  an  expedition  which  was 
planned  by  a  lawyer  and  led  by  a  merchant. 

The  expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  under  William  Pepper* 
rell,  sailed  from  Boston,  Mardi  24,  1745 ;  but  it  was  the  last 
day  of  April  when  the  hundred  vessels  of  New  England 

*  Hutchiiuon,  HUtiyry  0/  Massathu-  senUUves  may  be  studied  to  advantage 

»aU-Bay,  It.  37a.  In  Hatchinaon,  Hitltrytf  MMMttlmuU*- 

^  The  rise  ant!  progress  nf  the  trou!)les  Bay,  ii.  "t^yi  <!  srf. ;  and  Palfrey,  NisMry 

between  the  governors  and  the  rcprc*  e/  Aew  En^landt  iv.  497-549> 
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entered  the  fiay  of  Chapeaurouge  —  the  Gabanis  Bay  of  the 
provincials — and  the  fortress  was  invested.  The  siege  con* 
tinued  through  forty-nine  toilsome  and  weaiy  days,  and  was 
ended  by  the  capitulation  of  the  town  on  the  seventeenth  of 
June,  a  day  which,  thirty  years  later,  was  rendered  doubly 
memorable  by  the  sons  of  those  who  fought  at  Louisburg. 
The  hearts  of  the  sturdy  men  of  New  England  sank  within 
them  when,  as  they  entered  the  town,  they  beheld  the  strength 
of  its  fortifications  and  realised  the  greatness  of  the  victory 
which  they  had  won.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  those  who 
returned  to  their  Maiden  homes;  but  the  town  records  furnish 
a  list  of  those  who  remained  upon  the  field  of  their  glory, 
*'  All  of  them  Deceased  in  the  year  1 745  in  and  after  the  Seage 
when  Cap  brittan  was  taken  by  the  Newengland  forces."* 
They  were :  — 

JoRUH  HovEV,  an  apprentice  to  Solomon  Townsend. 

JoHS  Nichols,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah,  and  husband  of  Agnes. 

Sa'mi  kl  Ni«  HOI5,  son  nf  Nathaniel  and  Sarah,  and  husband  of  Jemima. 

John  Stowek,  ^on  of  John  and  Sarah,  ae.  24. 

Nathan  Stowek,  son  of  Samuel  and  Abigail,  ae.  25. 

Jonathan  Sweeisgr,  son  of  John  and  Martba,  ae.  18. 

Ebenezer  Wavi-e,  son  of  Thomas  and  Deborah. 

Benjamw  Wheelek,  an  apprentice  to  Jacob  Parker. 

Joel  Whiiteuore,  son  of  James  and  Maiy,  ae.  33. 

The  next  year  an  expedition  projected  against  Canada 
caused  a  gathering  of  troops  on  the  seaboard,  of  which  about 
thirty-five  hundred  men  were  raised  in  Massachusetts.  A  vote 
taken  in  the  General  Court  at  this  time  relates  to  the  disposi* 
tion  of  a  portion  of  them. 

Mercurii  6.  Die  Augusti,  a.Dw  1746. 

735 /V  House  being  inforjnni  that  the  Soldiers  now  arrived  in  Town 
from  York  may  be  sub^i^  f  it  Maiden  at  five  Shillings  per  Week  : 

Voted,  That  Mr.  HubharJ,  Mr.  IVifftam^,  and  Mr.  Foster,  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  the  Govemour,  and  acquaint  him  the  House 
desire  be  would  be  pleased  to  give  Orders  that  such  Soldiers  as  are 
now  in  Town  may  be  fotthwith  sent  to  said  Town  of  Maiden,* 

'  I  have  corrected  the  erroneous  date    made  in  the  regular  course,  but  long 
of  the  records.   The  entry  reads,  **  in   after  the  time  to  which  it  refers, 
tbe  year  173S»*'  and  was  evidently  not      *  Jtumal  Hmue    Rt^^  im  hc». 
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At  the  close  of  the  war  the  roll  of  a  troop  of  hofse  ander 
Captain  Caleb  Brooks  of  Chariestown  [at  Mystic  Pond]  sbo»:s 
a  list  of  men  drawn  mostly  from  tiie  towns  of  Stoneham, 
Medford,  and  Maiden.  From  the  latter  we  may  distingoisli 
the  names  of  Willnun  Pratt,  Jr^  Samuel  ^nte,  John  Harnden, 
Ezekiel  Jenldns,  Nathaniel  Jenldns,  Joseph  Waite»  5ofc»nion 
Shutc.  Fhineas  Spragne,  Samuel  Upham,  John  Nichols* 
Stephen  Paine*  Benjamin  Sprague,  Joses  Bucknam,  and  Samuel 
Green.  Perhaps  Comet  Ebenezer  Harden  [Harnden?],  Cor* 
poral  Thomas  Lynde,  and  Trumpeter  William  Pkatt,  with 
several  privates,  who  cannot  be  distinguished  from  their  name- 
sakes in  the  adjoining  towns,  may  also  have  been  of  Maiden.^* 

The  wretched  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  restored 
Cape  Breton  to  the  French,  was  ratified  in  the  fall  of  1748. 
It  was  a  cause  of  vexation  and  disappointment  to  the  people 
of  Massachusetts^  who  found  themselves  burdened  with  a  large 
public  debt,  while  the  results  for  which  they  had  labored  were 
cast  away  when  fairly  won,  and  their  hopes  of  a  permanent 
peace  upon  the  eastern  frontiers  were  destroyed*^  Yet  though 
the  results  of  the  war  were  temporarily  lost,  it  was  productive 
of  great  and  far-reaching  consequences.  The  provincials  had 
won  their  first  great  victory.  They  began  to  rely  less  upon 
the  mother  country,  and  the  seed  which  bore  fruit  in  the 
Revolution  began  to  be  sown.  This  war  and  that  which  soon 
followed  were  the  nurseries  of  a  race  of  soldiers  who  were  to 
sever  the  British  empire;  and  from  thenceforth  the  people 


^  Mass.  Archtves,  xcii.  37. 

u  A  leading  result  of  the  heavy  ex- 
pense which  h:t(l  l)€cn  I)orne  by  the 
I'roviin  I-  was  %  rate  o\  taxation  on  polls 
and  r>  al  estate,  whidi  was  considered, 
not  without  r;^n<<r>n,  to  he  oppre-si\e. 
To  liglUcii  ihc  buulcii,  an  excise  on 
spirits  wan  proposed,  which  was  gener- 
ally  advocated  by  the  interior  towns  and 
opposed  by  those  upon  the  seaboard. 
An  unpopular  feature  of  the  bill  was 
that  which  gave  officers  authority  to  en- 
ter and  search  dwelling  houses  on  sus- 
picion. The  governor  refused  to  sign 
the  hill  in  its  original  form  ;  and  as  but  a 
smail  majority  was  in  its  favor,  the  Gen- 


eral Court  adupted  the  unusual  course 
of  sending  it  to  the  towns  for  their  opin* 
ion.  The  rc<uU  \va<  so  doubtful,  in  the 
divided  state  of  public  feeling,  that  the 
Court  was  obliged  to  take  tlie  responsi- 
hil-rv:  -ind  the  bill  was  passed,  with 
some  aiteraiions,  and  signed  by  Governor 
Shirley. 

The  opinion  of  Maiden  «a»««]»rested 

in  the  following  vote  :  — 

••[May  13,  1754.]  The  question  waa 
put  whether  the  town  apprehend  the 
excise  bill  on  spiritous  liquors  latly  pased 
by  both  houses  b«  an  eqtiitabill  and  ben- 
ificial  to  the  pioviDce.  and  it  past  in  the 
affirmative.'* 
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began  to  be  acquainted  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  arms. 
Moreover,  a  spirit  of  ardent  patriotism,  which  had  at  times 
broken  out  in  flashes  rather  than  in  gleams  of  steady  light, 
began  to  illumine  the  militaiy  ardor  which  pervaded  the  land. 
In  the  movements  which  then  began  the  men  of  Maiden  were 
still  found  with  their  fellows,  and  their  services  and  lives  were 
freely  offered  wherever  duty  or  danger  called. 

The  brief  interval  of  peace  was  distinguished  by  the  retire* 
roent  of  the  paper  currency,  which  had  been  a  bane  to  the 
Province  for  sixty  years,**  and  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments; and  it  was  broken  in  1754  by  depredations  of  the 
Indians  and  the  encroachments  of  the  French  upon  the  eastern 
and  western  frontiers.  An  expedition  which  was  futile  in  its 
results,  though  costly,  was  planned  by  Governor  Shirley  and 
sent  against  the  enemy  on  the  Kennebec  in  the  summer  of 
this  year.  For  this  service  six  companies,  with  an  aggregate 
of  eight  hundred  men,  were  raised  and  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  John  Winslow,  who  received  a  commission  as 
major-general.  A  conference  with  the  Indians  at  Falmouth, 
the  establishment  of  two  forts  which  were  useless  in  the 
succeeding  operations  either  as  a  defence  or  for  aggressive 
purposes,  and  a  fruitless  march  into  the  forests  beyond  the 
Kennebec  were  effected  with  little  danger,  and  the  expedition 
returned  to  Boston.  In  this  service  the  following  Maiden  men 
were  engaged :  In  the  company  of  Captain  William  Pierce  of 
Stow  were  Corporal  John  Martin,  Drummer  Jabcz  Howard, 
and  centinels  [privates]  Christopher  Forbes  and  William 
Pratt;  and  with  Captain  Joseph  Wilson  of  Boston  were 
centinels  Ebenezer  Tarbox  and  Samuel  Wheeler.^* 

Early  in  the  ensuing  year  an  expedition  was  proposed  in 
which  the  regular  troops  then  in  Nova  Scotia  and  a  contingent 

^Cf.Tt\X,ffist0rie<ilAi(ounto/Af,is-  which  he  styks  "a  (allacious  and  dc- 

iAichusetls  Current y,  iiS  ff  f<y.    iliitchin-  signed  cheat."  never  failed  lo  rOllte  tht 

ton,  HiOory  of  Mastatkutttts-Bay^  iL  sarcastic  doctor'*  deepest  ire. 
435  tt  itq.    The  nomerom  di|^^ons       >*  Matt.  Arthkiet,  xcilL  132.  Dr. 

on  the  Siiliict  t  of  thij  I- urrijiu  y  in  r>OUg-     F.1)cnc/t  r  M.u  iownf  M edf Old  WSB  first 

lofls.  Summary,  //islorual  atui  Political,    lieutenant  of  this  company, 
may  be  read  iwiUi  amusement  not  an-       ^  Ibid*,  134. 
mixed  with  profit.    Paper  currency, 
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from  New  England  were  to  operate  against  the  French  forts  at 
Beau  S^jour  and  upon  the  St  John's  River.  The  provincial 
troops,  who  were  volunteers  and  mostly  from  Massachusetts, 
consisted  of  two  thousand  men  and  were  formed  into  a  regi* 
ment  of  which  Governor  Shirley  was  the  nominal  commander. 
Its  two  battalions  were  under  Lieutenant-Colonels  John  Wins- 
low  and  George  Scott,  the  former  having  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  whole.  They  sailed  from  Boston,  May  20,  and 
arriNned  at  Annapolis  Basin  five  days  later.  Here  they  were 
joined  by  a  force  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  regulars  under 
Colonel  Robert  Monckton,  to  whom  was  given  the  clifcf  com- 
mand. The  expeditirm  -was  successful  at  all  points;  and  the 
French  were  driven  from  the  province  of  No\  a  Scuiia  into  Cape 
Breton,  where  a  strong  force  had  rei.iccupietl  the  fortitications 
of  Louisburij.  In  the  returns  of  the  regiment  thus  "  raised  for 
removing  the  French  Incroachments  From  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment of  Nova  Scotia,"  the  names  of  the  following  men^ 
natives  or  residents  of  Maiden,  are  preserved.*' 


Ma^  BtHjamin  Gohltkwtits  Company, 


William  Pratt 

Coiporal  ae  37  iMrn '^^^'''<^" 

**           31        Plymouth  [Eng] 

Maiden 

Cordwainer 

Joba  Xhu^tio 

w 

Weaver 

Xadian  Curwiit 

Privato 

Maiden 

«t 

Cofdwalner 

Christopher  Forbai 

M 

at 

Boston 

Laborer 

[ForbesJ 

Ebencxer  Foster 

18 

w 

u 

Cordwainer 

David  Howard 

« 

17 

Maiden 

« 

Weaver 

Benjamin  HalloweU 

Id 

Hollistou 

M 

Blacksmith 

Satnoel  Wheder 

M 

St 

Maiden 

« 

Cordwainer 

John  Writcson 

w 

45 

Dartmottdi 

M 

Rcednafcer 

[Ricbardsoaj 

Captain 

Thomas  SpeakmoH's  Company. 

Danid  Floyd 

Private 

Maiden 

MaMcn  Laborer 

John  Colenuui 

M 

S4 

u 

M 

Cordwainer 

detain  AHJak  WillartTs  Company. 
laaacDajr  Private      17        Maiden  Harvard  Cooper 

WHliam  Bourn's  Company. 
Stephen  Payne       FrivaM      42        Maiden         Cambridge  Hoiuewright 


The  departure  of  the  French  forces  from  Nova  Scotia  left 
a  population  of  several  thousand  inhabitants,  who,  while  they 

w  Win8low,yowr«a/,  1755-56;  i.  28  etttq-t  in  the  Jibraiy  of  the  Mass.  Historical  So. 
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were  French  by  birth  and  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
aflfected  a  neutrality  between  the  conflicting  powers.  They  had 
been  allowed  to  assume  this  condition  after  the  reduction  of  the 
Province  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  had  observed  or 
neglected  its  obligations  as  honor,  self-interest,  or  inclination 
prevailed.  Nearly,  if  not  quite,  exempt  from  taxation  and 
retaining  their  own  language  and  religion,  they  had  prospered 
by  industry  and  the  influence  of  their  simple  manners;  and 
their  farms  and  scattered  villages  were  the  abodes  of  a  thriving 
and  contented  people.  Nevertheless,  their  sympathies  were 
with  the  French,  and  their  intercourse  with  the  Indians  was 
constant.  Cases  were  not  unknown  in  which  material  or  timely 
aid  had  been  rendered  the  enemy  in  time  of  war.  Fifteen 
hundred  men  had  been  found  in  arms  at  the  fort  upon  the 
Gaspereaux ; and  "it  was  the  general  opinion,  that,  if  an 
attempt  should  be  made  by  the  French  to  recover  the  prov> 
tnce  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  whole  body  of  the  Acadians,  some 
from  inclination,  others  from  compulsion,  would  join  in  the 
attempt." 

Under  the  circumstances  it  was  determined  to  remove  the 
people  from  the  Province  and  disperse  them  among  the  Eng> 
lish  colonies;  and  the  execution  of  this  design  was  intrusted 
to  Colonel  Winslow  and  the  forces  of  New  England.  The 
unfortunate  Acadians  were  gathered  together  by  an  ambiguous 
proclamation  and  surprised  without  a  chance  of  resistance  or 
hunted  into  the  woods.  Their  houses  and  bams  were  burned, 
their  crops  destroyed,  and  their  herds  and  flocks  wantonly 
slaughtered  or  \e(t  without  care  and  shelter.  The  rigors  of 
winter,  privations,  and  poverty,  with  the  separation  of  friends, 
sickness,  and  death,  followed  that  which  man  had  done  unto 
this  afflicted  people ;  and  the  story  of  the  French  Neutrals  in 
romance  and  verse  has  excited  the  sympathy  and  moved  the 
tears  or  anger  of  the  world.  Nevertheless,  the  verdict  of  history 
sustains  the  measure  as  one  of  necessity  in  the  settlement  of 

^  Hallbiirton,  iHjitrieai  atuf  StaaM-  HutcUiwon,  BtstMy  pJ  MassaekW' 

Aecmmt  4^  /irmm-Swtia,  i  168.  setb-B^gti  Va,  3^ 
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a  great  and  important  question*  while  it  deplores  the  sufferin^r 
which  followed  its  executioa** 

In  the  process  of  removal  and  distribution,  about  a  thousand 
of  the  hapless  French  were  landed  upon  the  shores  of  Mass»> 
chusetts  Bay.  Alien,  both  in  language  and  religion,  and  lack- 
ing the  necessities  of  life  and  means  to  procure  them,  they 
were  thrown  upon  the  mercies  of  a  people  who  were  not  over- 
merciful  even  to  their  own  poor,  in  an  inclement  season,  and 
under  circumstances  which  deserved  pity  even  if  sympathy 
were  denied.  One  of  them,  speaking  of  his  own  case,  said,  *'  it 
was  the  hardest  which  had  happened  since  our  Savior  was 
upon  earth."  ^ 

It  was  late  in  175  5  when  the  vessels  crowded  with  the  despair- 
ing and  heart-sick  Neutrals  arrived  at  Boston.  The  General 
Court  was  sitting;  and  after  several  days'  delay,  a  resolve  was 
passed  distributing  them  among  the  several  interior  towns,  and 
a  law  was  made  by  which  they  practically  became  common 
paupers.  Hutchinson  says,  "  Many  of  them  went  through  great 
hardships,  but  in  general  they  were  treated  with  humanity.'*^ 
That  the)'  were  housed  and  fed  is  true,  and  some  of  the  more 
elderly  and  those  who  had  previously  enjoyed  superior  circum- 
stances received,  by  the  favor  of  the  authorities,  support  with- 
out enforced  labor;  but  the  general  tone  of  the  records,  in 
which  they  receive  a  scanty  notice,  and  the  petitions  which  they 
made  show  a  condition  of  thin*:;;^  which  was  neither  honorable 
to  the  charity  of  the  Massachusetts  towns  nor  pleasant  at  this 
day  to  contemplate.  They  were  everywhere  considered  a 
burden  which  it  was  desirable  to  shift  upon  some  other  town ; 

Mrs.  Williams  in  her  novel,  Tfie  library  of  the  Mass.  Historical  So.,  and 

Neutral  French  (1S41),  Longfellow  in  is  printed  in  ^itva  Scotia  Uitt  So.  C«U., 

EvangttiMt  (1847),  and  otT«er  writen  iii.    Rietiard.  a  descendant  of  the  Aca- 

{/ri\  e  .1   direction  to   populai    ()|iinion  <!i.iti>,  in  Acadia,  Missing  Links  ^'f  ti  Lost 

which  has  not  been  adopted  b}'  the  hi»-  Chaftcr,  dissenu  from  the  views  of 

torian<i.   Many  writera  have  explained,  Parieman  and  others,  and  hta  book, 

W'tti  more  nr  less  fulness,  the  reasons  thoii'^h  nffdli-sslv  vi-\rri.  i>  worthy  f)f 

and  have  related  the  effects  of  the  ex-  notice  fur  the  light  which  it  throws  upon 

pnbion.  The  story  can  be  followed  with  a  tranaactioa  which  may  never  be  fully 

advantape   isi    IIntiht:rton,   History  of  understood. 

Nova  Scotia;  W^wnA"^,  History  of  Arailia;  Hutchinson,  History  of  Massoiku- 

and   Parkman,  Montcalm   and    Wolfe.  setts-Bay,  iii.  4aw 
The  MS.  ^^ntnial  of  Win*low  ia  in  the  Itnd.,  41. 
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for  though  the  Province  reimbursed  the  towns  to  a  certain 
extent,  there  were  extraordinary  expenses  and  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  which  were  things  of  importance  to  the  vigilant  town 
officers  of  the  last  century. 

Among  those  who  were  cast  upon  the  mercies  of  the  Maiden 
selectmen,  we  may  rcco<^nize  in  the  distorted  names  which  have 
come  down  to  us,  Jean  Deshon  [Deschamps?]  and  his  wife; 
Pierre  and  Eleanor  Tibodo,  with  their  five  children;  and 
Germain  Tibodo  with  his  wife  Madeleine.  There  was  also 
"  another  french  woman."  Two  of  the  women  were  sick,  one 
with  a  fever,  and  required  the  attention  of  Dr.  Simon  Tufb  of 
Medford,  whose  bill  for  two  pounds,  seven  shillings,  and  eight- 
pence,  was  among  the  items  which  the  town  charged  to  the 
Province.  The  sick  women  were  cared  for  by  Stephen  Tufts» 
who  seems  to  have  had  an  asylum  for  the  poor  at  his  farm  on 
the  west  side  of  the  North  River,  near  Sandy  Bank,  where  he 
kept  the  Widow  Zibiah  Sherman  in  1764.  Jean  Deshon  and 
wife,  with  the  other  '  french  woman "  were  apparently  sent  to 
Stoneham  in  the  spring  and  troubled  Maiden  no  more.  Pierre 
Tibodo  died,  July  24,  1756;  and  his  widow  presented  the 
following  petition  to  the  General  Court  soon  after. 

T0  his  ExeeUeiuy  Uu  Govtmour^  eU, 

The  Petition  of  Eleanor  Tibaudau  foimeriy  an  Jnhabiunt  of  Nova 

^o\\di  humbly  shnveth  :  Th.it  jTOUr  Petitioner  with  her  Huslund  and 
Family  was  placM  by  the  (jovemment  at  a  Town  called  Maiden  where 
she  now  continues  to  (inell : 

That  her  Husband  died  about  four  Weeks  since  leaving  her  a  dis- 
consolate Widow  with  five  small  Children  the  youngest  an  Jnfant  in  her 
arms  and  the  eldest  but  twelve  years  old,  so  that  she  was  intirely  desti- 
tute of  help  in  her  afflicted  Condition : 

That  her  Niece,  a  young  Woman  grown,  hearing  of  her  lonely  Cir- 
cumstances, came  to  her  from  Dorrhester,  and  i^;  willing  to  tarry  with 
her,  which  would  be  very  much  to  her  Comfort,  aiui  assistance  in  a 
Strange  Land,  where  all  are  strangers  around  her,  except  her  poor,  for- 
saken, fatherless  Babes,  but  the  Select  men  of  the  Town  will  not  suffer 
it  alledging  that  it  will  be  a  new  Charge  brought  upon  them : 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  that  your  Excellenqrand  Honours 
would  so  hx  compassionate  the  Widow  and  Fatherless,  as  to  cause  that 
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VAj  lyx  Us  denied  tbe  Small  Requcit  ibe  aaket  of  faaving  ber 

Jiytjijt  to  live  with  ber : 

your  Jv-tition-rr  khall  cvvr  ftaf 
lite  Mark  X  o<  EtCAitui  Timcicai;**    Boston  Ang*:  1756. 

To  tbe  bonor  of  tbe  Court  it  nay  be  said  that  tbe  prayer  of 
tbe  poor  woman  was  allowed  and  approved  by  Governor  Shir- 
ley, In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1756  tbe  town  was  at  the 
"  Charge  of  Soporting  nine  French/'  who  "  By  Reason  of  their 
Being  Sick  was  Devided  into  Two  familycs  which  augmented 
the  Char^^rs  of  house  Rent  and  firetng  and  other  Charges  for 
there  Sickness."  *  Of  these,  Germain  Tibodo  was  consumptive 
and  six  of  the  nine  were  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  not 
over  twelve  years  old.  There  were  two  others,  a  nurse  and 
Catherine  Preshon,  the  tatter  living  in  a  hired  house  with  her 
sister,  "  the  tick  freoch  woman,"  Madeleine  Tibodo.  It  is  not 
altogether  clear  that  this  young  woman  was  not  the  niece  men- 
tioned in  the  petition  of  Eleanor  Tibodo.  It  appears  that  she 
camc!  to  Maiden  for  the  purpose  of  nursing  her  sister  and  she  was 
then  about  twenty-six  years  of  age.  She  is  referred  to  as  "  that 
pcnon  [who]  hath  ben  here  Six  or  f  months  Came  from  Dor- 
chester named  Caty  Fresher,"*'  Others  were  apparently  put 
to  Hcrvicc  and  so  the  town  and  Province  were  saved  from  ex- 
pense. Tlicrc  was  a  "  frcnch  Woman  at  Cap'  [Bbenezer]  Harn- 
dcn's."  and  a  french  Boy  at  [Isaac]  WheelerV"  The 
charges  of  the  town  from  August  17,  1756,  to  March  15,  1757, 
were  fifiy-onc  pounds  and  threepence,  of  which  amount  five 
shillinj;s  and  eightpence  were  for  "  Rum  Sugar  and  Biskit." 
I'lom  this  claim,  which  was  presented  to  the  Province,  the 
amount  of  thitticn  pounds,  bciiiu,'  one-third  of  that  paid  for 
hoard,  was  dnUtctcd ; ''^'^  but  it  was  afterwards  allowed  on  the 
following  petition  of  the  town  representative:  — 

71'  thf  //.'M-'w/./Z/r  his  trt,ijfsf\  <:  Council  of  the  Pr^miUi  tiu  Mossa' 
Thr  Mcmoiial  of  licujuinui  Hills  ia  behalf  of  the  Selectmen  of 

«  V  .  <  xsUi.  187.         •  Tbid  ,  yj<^         »  IWA,  370. 

^  lUa.^.'O.  *•  Ibid.,  543. 
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Humbly  SfuKHtk  I  hat  whereas  the  said  Selectmen  have  Exhibited 
an  account  of  their  Cost  and  Charge  for  the  Support  of  a  family  of 
French  people  Destined  in  Said  Town  at  three  killings  per  week  for 
•each  person :  and  they  are  informed  that  your  Hon**  have  reduced 
the  said  Sum  to  two  ShilHngs  per  week.  Now  your  Memorialist  begs 
leave  to  inform  your  Hon"  that  the  said  family  Consists  of  one  man 
and  three  women  and  seven  [six]  Children  two  of  which  are  Jnfants 
the  man  is  a  Constimptivc  man  and  not  able  to  do  any  thing(Con>i(ler- 
able)  lor  his  Support  and  the  rest  are  very  Sickly  and  weakly  and 
necessarily  obliged  the  said  Selectmen  to  be  at  Cost  of  three  shillings 
lier  week  as  aforesaid  for  victuals,  Drink,  house,  wood  and  Candles 
Your  Mem'.'  therefore  Humbly  prays  That  your  Hon':  would  be  pleas 
to  Reconsider  the  Case  and  allow  the  said  Town  to  Draw  out  of  the 
Fublick  Treasury  the  full  Sum  as  is  mentioned  in  the  said  account  or 
otherwise  as  your  Hon?  in  yotir  great  wisdom  shall  think  fit  &  proper 
•and  your  Memo'!  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

BenJa  Hiixs.* 

Having  succeeded  so  well  in  recovering  the  third  shilling,  the 
selectmen,  who,  whatever  their  private  feelings  may  have  been, 
were  evidently  inclined  to  save  the  last  penny  for  the  town, - 
petitioned  the  Court  still  further,  as  follows :  — 

Pravincc  of  the  To  His  ExceiUtuy  Thomai  Powna/i,  Esq"". :  etc. 

Massaehuseits  Bay,  ,  ,  .  in  Genera/  Cmtrt  assemble  ike  2^  Day 
c/Ne^.  ifS?"  '^he  Memorial  of  the  Selectmen  of  Maiden  in  the 
County  of  Midtilesex  in  said  County  Humbly  Sheweth  That  your 
memorialists  had  by  order  of  a  Committee  of  this  Court  Eleven  of  the 
French,  lately  Tnhabitnnts  of  Nova  Scosuia  sent  to  them  viz'  beins:  two 
families  one  I.unily,  a  widuw  with  five  voung  Children  and  a  Single 
Woman  the  Olhcr  a  nun  of  J 11  helth  sick  the  Most  of  his  time  with  a 

wife  and  child  also  a  single  woman  that  is  Now  Sick  and  hath  been  for 
Some  times.  When  they  Came  To  the  Town  of  Matden  they  were 
Very  pooly  on  it  for  Clothing  and  household  furniture  and  we  belive  the 
most  unable  to  help  themselves  as  any  family  in  the  Province  Your 
Memoriali<;ts  further  shew  that  the  Town  of  Maiden  is  so  Situated  that 
the  Necesscries  of  l  ife  viz'  firewood  house  rent  and  provisions  are  much 
Dearer  there  then  in  the  Towns  that  are  further  in  the  Country  and  for 
that  reason  the  Charge  of  Supporting  said  French  liseis  to  a  greator 
sum  for  the  Province  to  pay  then  need  be  if  they  were  removed  to 
some  Town  where  wood  and  provisions  are  ploitious  and  as  there  are 
many  Towns  in  the  province  which  have  none 

"  iVSm.  Arekivett  zziiL  39s. 
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r.ir..ia  a»  a  I^.:*  uu«  Eto  ?rij 

j  jotii  Ltjo       1     ^  ,  

I  kn  - '.f  r-.  A'-tioa  -zy.r.  >^i: a.-f  the  \:i't3J>.-hb\'C 
y ...  A  ir:  tr.-ir  c:,f;.r::;^  ct;^r:der:v  :c  the 
v.-':',*'r.';r..  y  itc  j.or#:  it  t^  r-.-r  ^h^.        ar.c  :': -:r7.-trr::e  tre 

ri'.',   V'.'-i'. ^t  t r. . rty  r. . '.T        ..  .rtj^*   irt^  {'r^y  sn^,,  "^^s 

of a;.':  a  i  .c:  it-rr.-  'vf  r%  c  a:  -^:v-t\,h:  shii!  ^2^5  a.;:d 
ir.'i,^.'!  C'/rn  a*,  tv, '.r.ty-l'vjr  h:;  .!:n;^-  :h-.-  o  j-htl,  b-Jt  eleven  pcT- 
:rr,'.  :  ::r.'^  t'r.'-  younj^  children,  con^jrr.vj,  in  three  months, 
'  on':  15j  %h';i  of  P'.ttater^  (a  3  "  ^  Durir.:;  the  next  year 
th'-y  at':  f.v':  bush-:!',  and  half  a  "  pect "  of  "pertate^;"  and 
■'.r.x :'.'/•:]'/  *;noj;;h  were  •«  ">''  and  sickly —  pining  for  their  own 
horn':-:  and  th':  r':l\_;;on  ol  th'.-ir  fath':r^.  They  were  2  i  Tiplc, 
hoHTst  folk,  in  '.vhom  the  love  of  kindred  and  a  yearr-  after 
o!d  a^-.oci'ition>  were  strong:  :i"A.  their  weaknesses  and  paias 
were  the  visible  signs  of  a  heart-sickness  which  the  bleedings 
and  purgin;^s  of  Dr.  Marrow  and  Dr.  Tufts  could  never  reach 

In  1759  the  French  colony  in  Maiden  still  consisted  of  two 
families ;  and  the  town  claimed  of  the  Province  for  bills  paid 
"  Isaac  VVhcalcr  for  house  Reant  for  Jeriamiah  Debuto  and  his 
famicly  to  Live  in,"  and  Thomas  Burditt  for  house  rent  for 
"  the  wido  Debuto  and  her  famiely."  The  bill  for  the  year 
ending  March  0,  1759,  was  for  forty-five  pounds,  eight  shillings, 
and  sevcnprncc  ;  but  it  was  reduced  to  forty-two  pounds  and 
eight  sliillinj,'s  by  the  Province.  At  this  time  the  selectmen 
afjain  endeavored  to  obtain  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the 
burden ;  and  their  relation  of  the  "  Surckcormstances "  is 
contained  in  the  following  paper:  — 

[March  6,  1759.]  To  the  Hono'  Committ  of  the  french  Nutories : 
The  may  Inforem  you  JeotelmeB :  as  to  the  Suickcormstances  of  the 

A/iiis.  Arthhfs,  xxiii.  531.  apparent  high  prices  were  based  on 

*  \\nA.t  6oo»  631*  xaiv.  154.    The   inlues  ia  old  tenor  cimenqr* 
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french  Nutorls  in  MalcK  n  That  arc  put  thcirc  by  order :  as  to  Termiah 
Dcbuto  and  wife  and  two  young  CtiiUircn  :  the  oldest  of  tluin  is 
about  three  years  old :  the  man  is  often  aiding  and  not  abule  to 
roantan  his  fiimile:  his  wife  is  analding  women:  They  ware  both 
of  them  Sick  Last  Spring  of  the  year  almost  two  monthes :  and  under 
the  Doctors  hands :  it  cost  the  Select  men  I'wo  Shillings  and  Eight 
pence  per  week  for  a  french  women  to  be  with  Them  whilst  they 
%rarc  Sick 

as  to  the  wido  Debuto  and  five  Ciiildren :  the  oldest  is  about 
fifteen  years  old :  The  next  about  nine  years  old  The  next  about  Six 
or  seven  years  old :  The  next  oldest  is  about  five  years  old  and  the 
youngest  Child  is  about  three  years  old :  and  it  is  a  much  or  more 
then  the  women  can  Do  to  find  her  Self  and  Children  In  CKjsc  : 
The  gar!  that  is  nine  year  old  is  a  wekely  garl :  so  that  we  are  abliged 
to  find  them  all  they  want  Excpting  Close  Their  is  but  one  amongest 
the  french  that  is  put  to  Maiden  that  is  able  To  mentain  them  Selves : 
and  that  is  the  widow  Debuto*  Son  that  is  about  fifteen  years  old :  we 
have  twelve  of  the  french  Nutrels  In  Maiden :  two ;  of  Them  was  not 
put  their  by  order :  a  women  Caled  Catan  pershon  She  came  from 
Dogcstcr :  and  a  boy  about  Six  years  old  caled  gredic  Debuto  :  that 
Jeriniiah  Dibuto  brought  from  Itoston  last  Sonicr  ind  he  will  keep 
them  both  m  his  famiely  we  are  not  at  any  charge  for  the  women : 
we  have  more  of  the  french  Nutrels :  in  Maiden  then  is  our  perposhon 
by  one  half:  according  to  other  towns:  Their  is  the  town  of  Reading 
which  is  as  Reg  as  two  of  Maiden  :  that  has  but  about  thirteen  of  the 
french  and  Mcdford  has  about  five  of  the  french  :  and  Charlestown 
has  not  one  of  the  french  nutrels  ;  we  Should  be  glad  to  have  apart 
of  theni  moved  to  Sum  other  town :  Their  is  the  wido  Debuto  and 
her  four  [five]  Children  we  Should  be  glad  to  have  moved  out  of 
Said  town 

Edward  Warr 

Sam*^*-  Grfem 

Seket  men 


Saml  ki.  (Wo'i  ik  1  , 
Edward  Siracue 
Benj*  Sprague.  / 


The  next  year  the  town  charge  for  thirteen  persons  amounted 
to  rilty  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  of  which  three  pounds  were 
for  house  rent  for  the  two  families,  and  thirty  shillings  for 
"tending  &  nursing  Catherine  Pershen  when  sick."'^  Soon 
after  the  family  of  the  widow  Tibodo  was  transported  to 
Boston  and  Eleanor  Tibodo  disappears,  unU  ss  she  may  be 
Mass.  Arckrvts^  xxiv.  156.  *^  Ibid.,  sOcj. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN, 


found  under  the  name  of  "  La  veuve  aintoinc  thibodot  7  de 
sa  faniielle  "  in  a  list  made  in  1765,  which  begins:  **  VoUas  la 
.iisi€s  (ft  totU  eeux  qui  vieulle  pause  au  CtUonis  franses  ainsis 

Signer^' 

After  this  the  burden  was  somewhat  lighter.  In  April,  1761, 
seven  Neutrals  remainecl  in  the  town.  They  were  Germain 
Tibodo,  aged  twenty-six  years,  with  his  wife  Madeleine,  aged 
twenty-four  years,  and  their  children,  Marie  and  Isaac,  aged  two 
■and  one-Iialf  years  and  one  year,  respectively.  With  them 
were  the  boy,  Gregoire  Tibodo,  aged  seven  years,  and  the 
single  woman  "  from  Dogcster,"  Catherine  Freshen,  aged  thirty 
years.  Paul  Miers,  aged  nine  years,  son  of  Francois  and  Jeanne 
Miers,  who  were  detained  at  Reading,  was  with  th-  Tibodos 
or  at  service.  If  the  homely  English  name  of  Isaac  had  been 
given  to  the  Tibodo  baby  in  kindly  remembrance  of  Isaac 
Wheeler,  in  whose  house  they  lived,  it  shows  that  the  foreigners 
were  not  wholl}'  outside  of  the  circle  of  human  sympathy. 

IJttlc  more  is  known  of  the  French  in  Maiden.  "Jcrmain 
Tibodot  &  Madeltche  "  were  on  a  list  of  the  French  who  desired 
to  go  to  France  in  August,  1763,  where  they  appear  with 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  If  they  were  of  the  Maiden 
family  they  had  doubtless  taken  others  under  their  protection, 
as  they  did  the  boy»  Gregoire.  Whether  they  went  to  France 
or  to  Canada  with  others  of  their  brethren,  I  know  not  Their 
feet  last  pressed  our  soil  at  the  river's  side ;  and  as  the  clumsy 
boat  of  Aaron  Bucknam  passed  Beacham*s  Point  or  White 
Island  they  left  behind  the  fields  of  Maiden  and  disappeared 
from  her  history  forever.  Only  this  remains  concerning  their 
departure:  — 

To  Cap*  Ebenezer  Hamden  town  treasurer  you  are  desired  to  pay 

unto  Aaron  Biicknam  twelve  shillings  and  eight  pence  out  of  the  town 
Stock  in  your  hands  in  full  for  his  tnn?;portini,'  the  French  people  from 
hence  to  Ro'^tnn  in  the  year  1760.  And  again  in  the  year  1764  for 
his  carrying  gootls  down  to  the  water  side  and  boai[ing]  them  and 
the  French  people  to  Boston  Dated  in  Maldon  the  25  day  of  march 
1765    By  order  of  the  Select  men: 

Jom«  Shitte  iawn  CierJt " 

*  A/asi.  Anhivet,  xxiv.  514.  «  Alaldm  TawH  Retards,  in  loco. 
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"  Ever  since  I  have  been  Governor  of  this  Province,"  wrote 
Governor  Bernard  in  1766,  "  I  have  had  great  compassion  for 
this  people,  as  everyone  must  who  has  considered  that  it  was 
by  the  exigencies  of  War  rather  than  any  fault  of  their  own 
that  they  were  removed  from  a  State  of  ease  and  affluence  and 
brought  into  poverty  and  dependence."  ^ 

During  and  after  the  operations  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1755, 
troops,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  Massachusetts  men, 
were  engaged  in  enterprises  beyond  the  Hudson.  A  portion 
under  Governor  Shirley  was  directed  against  the  French  fort 
at  Niagara  and  failed  from  unfavorable  weather  and  lack  of 
men.  The  other  and  larger  detachment,  under  General  William 
Johnson  and  General  Phineas  Lyman,  was  designed  to  attack 
the  enemy  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  but  was  thrown 
upon  the  defensive  by  Dieskau  and  was  productive  of  no  great 
results.  In  1756  a  new  expedition  against  Canada  by  way 
of  Crown  Point  and  the  lakes  was  set  on  foot;  and  Colonel 
W'inslow,  who  was  recalled  from  Nova  Scotia,  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  provincial  troops;  but  the  campaign  was 
unfortunate  in  every  direction.  Oswego  was  taken  by  the 
French;  and  the  small-pox,  breaking  out  in  the  English  army, 
destroyed  more  men  than  the  arms  of  the  enemy. 

The  operations  of  1757  tended  as  little  as  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  to  advance  the  British  cause  in  America.  Early  in 
the  year  enlistments  were  made  for  a  third  attempt  upon 
Canada ;  but  it  was  delayed  in  consequence  of  a  proposed 
attack  upon  Louisburg,  which  was  finally  relinquished.  A  por- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  levy,  under  Colonel  Joseph  Frye, 
proceeded  to  the  lakes  and  formed  a  part  of  the  garrison  of 
Fort  William  Henry  when  it  was  attacked  by  Montcalm  in 
August.  The  subsequent  fall  of  the  fort  and  the  massacre  which 
followed  are  matters  of  history.  Here  fell  Lieutenant  Simon 
Wade  of  Maiden.    The  fears  of  General  Webb,  who  lay  at  Fort 

Afass.  Archives,  xxiv.  560.  the  Commistion  officers  to  go  upon  any 
*•  At  the  annu.-)!  meeting,  March  7,  expedition  against  the  enemy  this  year 
1757.  it  was  voted:  —  "That  the  town  ten  pounds  per  man."    Edward  Waite, 
will  alow  to  those  persons  that  may  be  Timothy  Sprague,  and  John  Wilson  en- 
sent  for  by  athority  and  draw'd  out  by  tered  their  "  discent "  against  this  vote. 
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Etiwaid  and  might  have  prevented  the  disaster,  magnified  the 
tl.inger;  and  a  general  alarm  was  sounded  through  the  Province. 
The  several  regiments  were  put  upon  the  march,  but  were  stayed 
after  a  few  days  by  the  recei})t  of  mure  rehabie  information.  A 
company  under  Capluin  Michael  Hrigden  of  Charlestown,  in 
which  may  be  found  the  names  of  ten  Maldcu  men,  then 
marched  from  Cambridge  to  Worcester. 

New  England  took  no  part  in  the  final  reduction  of  Louisburg 
by  General  Amherst  and  Admiral  Boscawen  in  1758;  but  all 
its  energies  were  directed  against  the  enemy  at  the  westward. 
Massachusetts  raised  seven  thousand  men,  of  whom  forty-five 
hundred  were  from  voluntary  enlistments  and  twenty-fi\e  huii- 
dred  were  drafted  from  the  militia;  but  the  expedition  under 
General  Abercrombie  failed  of  success;  and  the  largest  Euro- 
pean army  which  had  yet  been  gathered  in  America  was  re- 
pulsed before  Ticonderoga,  with  the  loss  of  nearly  two  thousand 
men.  The  loss  of  men  and  the  large  expenditure  of  money 
were  heavy  burdens  to  the  provinces;  but  the  success  of 
Colonel  Bradstreet  in  the  surprise  of  Cadariqui,  or  Fort  Fron* 
tenac,  now  Kingston,  on  Lake  Ontario,  raised  the  hopes  of  the 
people  and  incited  the  authorities  to  further  exertions. 

Sixty-eight  hundred  men  were  raised  by  Massachusetts  in 
the  following  year  for  the  several  expeditions  against  the  enemy 
and  for  garrison  duty  at  Louisburg  and  in  Nova  Scotia.  The 
frontier  posts  of  Niagara.  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown  Point  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  English ;  and  an  attack  upon  Quebec,  in 
which  the  opposing  generals,  Wolfe  and  Montcalm,  were  killed, 
was  followed  by  the  surrender  of  that  capital  city  of  the  French 
power  in  America.  In  the  spring  of  1760  the  efforts  to  dis» 
lodge  the  enemy  in  Canada  were  renewed  \  and  on  the  eighth 
day  of  September  in  that  year  the  surrender  of  Montreal  by 
Vaudreutl  included  the  capitulation  of  all  Canada,  which  has 
ever  since  remained  a  part  of  the  British  empire.  Thereafter, 
until  the  Peace  of  Paris  in  1763.  enlistments  were  made  in  the 
provinces  for  garrison  duty  in  the  conquered  country;  but  no 
active  military  operations  took  place. 

In  the  expeditions  and  operations,  which  have  been  briefly 
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mentioned,  the  soldiers  of  Maiden  participated  in  various 
organizations.  From  rolls  and  records  and  other  scattered 
sources  of  information  has  been  gathered  the  following  list, 
which,  though  imperfect  as  it  must  be,  is  honorable  to  the  town 
and  worthy  of  preservation. 

Soldiers  in  the  French  War.* 

Barnes.  Thomas,  son  of  William;  private  with  Capt  Moses 
Hart  of  Lynn,  March-December,  1762. 

Barnes,  William,  private  with  Capt  Moses  Hart,  March- 
December,  i;62. 

Batts,  John,  apprentice  of  Phineas  Sprague;  marched  to 
Worcester  with  other  Maiden  men  under  Capt.  Michael  Brig- 
den  on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  August,  1757;  private 
with  Capt  Thomas  Cheever  at  Fort  Cumberland  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, March  31,  1759-November,  1760. 

Blanchard,  Ebenezer,  with  Capt.  Michael  Brigden  on  the 
Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  August,  1757. 

Breeden,  John,  born  in  Maiden,  but  then  of  Chelsea  or 
Lynn,  aged  22,  a  matross  in  Col.  Richard  Gridley's  artilteiy, 
May,  1756;  is  on  a  roll  of  Capt.  William  Flint's  company,  in 
Col.  Plaisted's  regiment,  in  camp  at  Fort  Edward,  July  26, 1756» 
as  having  deserted  from  Brookfield;  and  again  on  a  roll  of 
Gridley's  artillery,  February,  1757,  as  being  dead.  His  father, 
Samuel  Breeden  of  Maiden  petitioned,  April  I2,  1757,  shewing, 
"  That  lohn  Breden  junt  the  son  of  your  Petitioner  was  a  Sol- 
dier in  the  Expedition  against  Crown  Point  in  the  year  1756  in 
the  Company  of  Capt.  Edward  Burbank  in  Col.  Gridley's  Regi- 
ment and  as  he  the  said  John  was  Returning  home  he  Died  at 
Plymouth  In  his  Passage  from  Albany  to  Boston."*  The  fol- 
lowing petition  explains  the  report  of  desertion. 

This  list  does  not  include  the  {«  given  m  nearly  as  circumstances  will 

names  of  those  who  ?!^rved  in  the  expe-  allow,  and  it  sometimes  repre?!fnt«i  that 

dition  to  Acadie  ia  1755,  unless  they  of  the  company  rather  than  that  of  the 

were  in   service  in  later  campaigns,  individual. 
Those  «vho  have  been  already  mentioned  M<m.  Archives,  Ixzvi.  674. 

are  starred  {•).   The  period  of  service 
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[April  14,  1737]  'I"he  Petition  of  Elisabeth  Breeden  of  Maiden 
Humbly  Shnveth  1  hat  your  Petitioners  Husband  John  Breeden  was 
Jinprcs-^-'l  an-l  sent  into  the  Expedition  against  CrowTi  Point  in  the 
."surnmer  and  waa  taken  sick  at  Brook  field  on  bis  Journey  ami 
oUligcd  to  Ktdiii  home  to  Lynn  and  lay  sick  a  Cooaideiable  time  and 
ycnir  Petitioner  paid  to  Doctf  Hencbman  for  visits  and  medicines  ad- 
fniiuttrcd  to  the  ^id  tick  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence—- and  the 
v'lifl  John  on  his  recovery  (as  he  thought  it  his  Duty)  he  went  to  Fort 
Edward  and  lof^k  his  place  m  the  Army  and  there  was  taken  sick  and 
I^itrd  —  and  that  after  his  Decease  his  Gun  was  Returned  into  the 
Fort  by  Lieu'  Eleazer  Lindsey :  and  four  pounds  bath  been  Deducted 
out  of  the  wages  of  the  said  Deceased  for  the  said  Can  Vonr  Pedtf 
Therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  she  may  be  alfowed  to  receive 
four  fxmnds  out  of  the  Treasury  as  also  the  s''  Thirteen  shilP  &  four 
l>(.-nce  or  othenrise  releive  your  Petit:  and  as  in  duty  bound  shall  Ever 
pray 


In  the  House  of  Rep^  April  33, 1 757. 

Ordered  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  M'  Benjamin  Hills  for  the  use  of 
the  Petitioner  the  full  wages  of  y*  said  John  Breeden  his  Arms  not  being 
returned  notwithstanding.    \Passed  boA  branches  and  approved  by  the 

Governors^ 

IJkki: r<FN',  Josi:i  n,  brother  of  the  preceding,  a^cd  26.  %vas 
in  the  company  of  Capt.  Moses  Hart  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1 762. 
The  General  Court  allowed  three  pounds  and  two  shillings  on 
the  following  petition:  — 

[December,  1 763.]  The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Joseph  Breedeen 
of  Molden  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  laborer,  Humbly  Shews,  that 
he  was  a  Soldier  in  the  Service  of  said  Province  in  the  Year  176* 
rtulf-r  the  Command  of  Cap'  Heart  at  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  Regulerly 
1)1  (  h  irpjed  and  Rftnrned  for  New  England,  and  in  his  Return  he  was 
laki  n  Sick  With  a  Violent  Feavor,  while  he  was  at  seea  That  he 
arived  at  Salam  sometime  in  November  the  Same  Year,  That  His  Father 
Samuel  Rredeen  Came  to  Salem  and  helped  him  home,  That  he  was, 
Extrecm  bad  for  about  four  Weeks  at  a  Great  Cost  and  for  more  then 
Eight  weeks  more  I'iKible  to  help  him  Self  to  any  Support,  That  his 
i:xtriordincry  Costs  was  ^^5. 9  :  4.  that  he  is  Unable  to  pay  the  same- 


ELL£S£B£TU  BR£I>LN. 


*  Ibid.,  Ixjcx.  ^i. 
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Brown,  John,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow  of  Med- 
ford,*  March-November,  1758. 


I;  Is  to  he  re5;rcttcd  that  so  active 
a  man  as  Dr.  tbenczcr  Marrow,  who 
served  a»  a  comnuBsioned  officer  in 
le:ist  three  campaigns  and  was  a  prac- 
ticing ijU)  ^iLi.ln  in  Medford,  should  have 
been  cntirt-ly  overlooked  by  the  two 
historians  of  that  town.  A  neighborly 
feeling  prompts  mc  tu  admit  him  here. 

He  appears  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  John  Winslow, 
••for  the  defence  of  the  Eastern  Fron- 
tiers/' April  23-November.  1754,  in 
the  expedition  whicti  establisbed  Forts 
Halifax  and  Western  upon  the  Kenne> 
bee  Matt,  Archives,  xciii.  132.  The 
next  year  he  was  again  serving  as  lieu- 
tenant under  Winslow,  in  the  campaign 
^vhiih  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the 
Neutrals.  He  was  at  Beau  S^jour, 
July  2.  "  under  Indisposition  of  Body,** 
and  was  gr;intctl  Umn  c  id  n'tuin  tn  \<  w 
England;  but  he  returned  to  duty  at 
Fort  Cumberland,  August  19.  Winslow, 
MS.  Jourtiai  ill  M  iss  Hist.  So.  Library, 
105.  \^  In  1757  he  was  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Medford.  Ma$t. 

ArchittitXXM.  543      Hi^  sirvites  in  thr 

campaign  of  175^^  are  best  described  iu 
tlie  following  petition. 

"(.May,  17(4.1  Humbly  shnvithyTht 
Petition  of  Ebenezer  Marrow  of  Med- 
ford, That  in  the  Year  175S  he  went  in 
the  Expe<lition  to  the  Westward  .«s  .i 
Capt?  in  Coi:  Jonathan  liagley's  Regi- 
ment. &  was  ordered  to  inarch  from 
hence  ^r!;h  his  Company  to  Albany  in 
the  Month  of  May  — 
That  he  carried  with  him  a  Quantity  of 
Med'cinos  to  the  Value  of  Twenty 
founds  two  Shillings  &  one  penny 
lawful  Money,  and  when  he  came  to 
.\lbany  some  of  the  Soldiers  fell  Sick. 
&  the  Surgeons  of  the  Regiments  l>eing 
tvithout  medicine  (having  put  the  Med*- 
cine  ('hf'sts  nn  board  a  Vcss-jll  nnt  th*»n 
arriv'U)  Col  Bagley  order'd  tiini  to  de- 
liver them  what  Med'cines  they  wanted, 
which  he  did  —  And.  th.xt  .afterwards 
he  (your  pet'.  )  marched  to  Fori  td\v.ird 
where  he  found  the  other  Surgeons  in 
w.int  of  >fc(ri  inc  .ilso,  having  the  Sitk 
&  infirm  of  Seven  Regiments  left  there. 


some  of  them  ill  with  tht-  Sm  ill  Pox: 
&  tho-^e  Surgeons  not  having  itad  the 
Snail  i'ox  themselves,  General  Abei^ 
cromhy  order'd  your  Petitioner  to  remain 
there  with  that  Command,  &  order'd 
the  Surgeons  up  to  Ticonderoga  with 
the  Army — That  he  attended  all  the 
Sick  there  at  said  Encampment  while 
the  Army  was  gone  to  the  Lake,  & 
dressed  near  300  of  the  wounded  when 
they  came  down  from  the  Lake  ;  &  con- 
tinued in  Said  Service  from  the  begin- 
ning of  June  to  the  last  of  November: 
in  which  Time  he  exhausted  all  his 
medcine  (excepting  a  small  Quantity  as 
appears  by  his  acco!)  &  bought  more  at 
Albany,  having  Col.  Bagley's  Promise 
that  he  would  endeavour  the  Province 
should  pay  him  for  them,  &  his  Trouble 
also —  That  the  Reason  of  his  not 
petitioning  y  Hon"  before  the  last  Ses- 
sion was  the  Absence  of  Coi  iiagley, 
whose  Assistance  he  very  much  wanted 
for  informing  your  Houuurs  of  the  whole 
Affair,  notiiing  doubting  but  that  your 
Honours  were  ever  r(»dy  to  do  him 
Tiistiie,  .IS  soon  as  he  should  shew  the 
justness  of  his  Cause,  tho'  at  never  so 
great  a  Distance  of  Time  —  He  there- 
fore  at  the  last  Sosinn  .nt  C.imbridge 
presented  y'.  Excellr  Hon'.'  with  a 
Petition  (of  which  the  present  One  con- 
tains the  Contents)  w^*"  petit?  passed 
the  lower  House,  &  was  sent  up  for 
Concurrence;  but  before  it  was  con<- 
sii1<_  fecl  l)y  the  rnuncil,  it  was  unfortu- 
nately consum'd  in  the  late  Fire,  so  that 
your  pet"'  is  under  a  neeeasity  of  pre- 
ferrin*;  another;  the  which  he  hopes 
will  meet  with  the  Ulie  favourable  Re- 
ception ;  and  humbly  pray*  that  3^*  Ex- 
cell''  &  Honours  wou'd  be  plcas'd  to 
grant  him  such  Allowance  for  his  Medi- 
cmes  h.  extraordinary  Service,  as  in  yonr 
preat  Wi^sdom  &  Goodness  you  shall 
think  proper  &  your  petitioner  as  in 
Doty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Kf:rN*  Marrow." 
Mass.  ArckhHi,  Ixxx.  476. 

In  answer  to  this  petition,  he  was 
all  owed  ;^3i  2s.  id.  Of  his  after  life  I 
have  no  knowledge. 
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Bunker,  rini.ir.  private,  in  place  of  Ebenezer  WaitCf  with 
Capt  Moses  Hart,  March-December,  1762. 

BuRDHT,  John,  Jr.,  husband  of  Jemima  (Green);  enlisted 
with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow,  May  3,  1758,  aged  35;  died  in 
service,  September  23,  1758. 

BURDiTT,  Joseph,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow, 
March->November,  1758. 

BURDiTT,  Samuel,  ensign  in  the  company  of  Capt  Samuel 
Clarice  of  Braintree,  September  15,  r7S5-January  i,  1756,  ser- 
vice above  Albany;  was  first-lieutenant,  with  Second>Lieu- 
tenant  Darius  Green  and  thirty-three  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  of  Maiden  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Marrow, 
Col.  Jonathan  Bagley,  "  for  the  Reduction  of  Canada,"  March- 
November,  1758.  This  company  was  engaged  in  the  disastrous 
attack  on  Ticonderoga,  July  8. 

ClIENERY,  John,  private  with  Capt  Thomas  Cheever,  Col. 
Joseph  Frye,  in  garrison  at  Fort  Cumberland  in  Nova  Scotia, 
after  January  i,  1760,  paid  to  November  25,  1760. 

Clewlv,  Isaac,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow,  March- 
November,  1758. 

COBURN,  Patrick,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow, 
March-November,  1758. 

*CoLEMAN,  John,  aged  27,  enlisted  with  Capt  Joseph  Bil^ 
lings,  for  the  expedition  against  Canada,  before  May  33.  1758. 

CoNERY,  Daniel,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow, 
March-November,  1758. 

*CousENS,  Nathaniel,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Mar- 
row, March-November,  1758. 

Emery,  Jonathan,  drawn  from  Capt  John  Dexter's  com- 
pany, and  served  in  the  company  of  Capt  Thomas  Cheever, 
Col.  Richard  Gridley,  in  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point, 
September  15-December  16,  1755. 

Evans,  Daniel,  aged  21,  laborer,  bom  in  Maiden,  now  of 
Hopktnton,  enlisted  with  Capt  William  Jones,  Col.  Joseph 
Thacher,  1756. 

Floyd,  Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Jenkins) 
Floyd,  aged  28,  enlisted  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow,  May  2, 
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1758.  A  muster  roll  reports  him  as  having  died  before  Octo- 
ber 25 ;  but  the  town  record  makes  him  to  have  died  October 
28,  t75&  A  committee  of  the  General  Court  reported  an  allow- 
ance of  two  pounds  and  twelve  shillings  on  the  following 
petition :  — 

[January'  2,  1760.]  The  Pctilion  of  Marijtret  Floyd  of  Maldin  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex — Humbiy  ^hciui  laal.  in:r  i>ou  Lzckici  i'  iuyd  in- 

litted  into  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  Year  A.  D.  1758.  in  the  pay  of  this 
Province  in  a  Cdmpany  under  the  Cbmmand  of  Cap*-  Marrow,  of  Col* 
Bagley's  Regiment  and  proceeded  with  the  Said  Company  to  the  West- 
ward &  there  faithfully  performed  his  duty  in  said  Company  until  the 
return  of  the  s'^  Company  from  the  Service  of  the  said  year — That  in  his 
return  hoint*  he  was  taken  Su  k  of  the  Camp  Kc\  cr  or  Distemper,  .md 
not  able  to  travel  011  foot  and  sent  to  me  the  Petitioner  to  send  hiin 
a  roan  U,  Horse  to  assist  htro  in  getting  Home — That  your  Petitioner 
accordingly  Sent  Esekiel  lenkins  with  a  Horse  to  his  Assistance,  and 
that  the  s**  lenkins  proceeded  on  his  lourney  to  Number  one,  so  called, 
&  there  found  the  s^  Ezekiel  Floyd  very  Sick  &  unable  to  travel  or  be 
removed  —  and  contincd  so  for  five  Day's  and  then  died  there  &  That 
the  Ezekiel  Jenkins  was  fifteen  Day's  in  performing  the  s**  Journey 
and  attending  on  the  Sick  Soldier  —  for  which  Said  loumey  &  Ser- 
vice including  Horse  hire  &  Some  expences  the  s**  Jenkins  bath  Charged 
your  Petitioner  with  the  Sum  of  three  Bcrands  fifteen  Shillings  &  five 
pence.* 

•Forbes,  Chris iophek,  private  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Ebcnezer  Marrow,  March-November,  1758;  in  the  company 
of  Capt.  Moses  Hart  of  Lynn,  March-December.  f762.  He 
went  from  Makien  to  Samuel  VVaite's  house  in  Charlestown 
in  1770;  but  he  returned  to  Maiden,  and  was  here  in  1775. 
A  story  concerning  him  is  related  elsewhere.  He  died  here, 
April  2,  1815. 

FuLLERiON,  Nathaniel,  private  with  Capt.  Ebenezer  Mar- 
row, March-November,  1758. 

Gill,  Wii.i  iam,  sergeant  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow, 
March-November,  1758. 

Grkev,  DARri'^.  sccond-licutenant  with  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Alarrow,  March-November,  1758. 

*  Matt.  Artluvtt,  Ittviti.  724. 
45 
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Greek,  Jacob,  private  with  Capt.  Ebeneser  Marrow,  March- 
November,  1758. 

Grover,  Benjamin,  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow,. 
March-November,  1758;  was  among  those  victualled  byBeza- 
leel  Eager  of  Westborough,  innholder,  "  on  their  Return  from 
the  Province  Service  at  Lake  George  In  the  Year  1758 ;  "  private 
with  Capt.  Moses  Hart,  March-December,  1762. 

Hallowell,  Calvin,  son  of  Edward,  drafted  from  Capt. 
John  Dexter's  company  on  order  of  April  15,  1756,  for  service 
against  Crown  Point  under  Capt  Hanners;  and  was  in  camp  at 
Fort  Edward  in  the  company  of  Capt  William  Flint,  July  26, 
1756.  The  General  Court  allowed  thirty-one  shillings,  the  next 
year,  on  the  following  petition :  — 

[May  25,  1757  ]  The  Petition  of  Huldeth  Holloway  of  MauUlen 
Widow  humbly  Shews  That  her  Son  Calven  HoUoway  Aged  Seventeen 
yeais  was  a  Soilder  hi  the  Company  under  Cap^  Flint  in  the  Re^m^  of 
CoU*  Flatsteed  in  the  Crown  Fbint  Expedition  and  Joynd  the  Army  at 
Lake  George  in  y*  year  1756  where  he  was  Taken  Sick  but  Tarried 
untill  the  Army  was  dismissed  That  on  his  Return  he  Sold  his  Gnn  by 
reason  whereof  fonr  pounds  are  witholden  of  his  wages. 

Now  your  I'etitioner  is  a  poor  widow  Ineed  having  Eight  Children 
and  Some  but  young  and  no  Real  Estate,  etc/^ 

His  name  appears  in  a  list  of  deserters  from  the  company  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Cheever,  Col.  Joseph  Frye,  August  12,  1757; 
and  he  received  no  pay  on  the  final  settlement.  The  offence 
was  probably  constructive  rather  than  real.  He  was  private  in 
the  company  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Marrow,  March-November, 
1758,  then  called  apprentice  of  William  Pell ;  and  again  in  the 
company  of  Capt  Moses  Parker  of  Chelmsford,  April,  I76l> 
February,  1762,  probably  at  Halifax. 

Hallowell,  Edward,  bom  and  resident  in  Maiden,  aged 
49,  was  in  camp,  with  his  son  Calvin,  at  Fort  Edward  in  the 
company  of  Capt  William  Flint  Jul^  2^  1756;  had  enlisted 
and  was  hired  by  Lynn.    He  died  before  May  25,  1757. 

Hai  t.owell,  Joseph,  son  of  the  preceding,  and  apprentice 
of  William  Pell,  aged  17,  private  with  CapL  Ebenezer  Marrow^ 
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March-November,  1758;  with  Capt.  Moses  Parker,  probably  at 
Halifax,  April,  1761 -February,  1762;  with  Capt  Benjamin 
Edwards  at  Crown  Point,  March-November,  1762. 

Hay,  John,  drafted  from  Capt  John  Dextcr's  company  on 
order  of  April  15,  1756,  for  service  against  Crown  Point  under 
Capt  Hanners, 

•Howard,  David,  apprentice  of  Timothy  Sprague,  marched 
with  Capt  Michael  Brigden  on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm, 
August  1757;  private  with  Capt  Ebenezer  Marrow,  March- 
November,  1758;  and  widi  Capt  Moses  Hart,  March-Decem- 
ber,  1762. 

Howard,  John,  bora  in  Maiden,  enlisted,  as  of  Lynn,  with 
Capt.  William  Flint,  and  was  in  camp  at  Fort  Edward,  July  26, 
1756,  aged  22. 

Howard.  Thomas,  private  with  Capt  Israel  Davis,  Col 
Jonathan  Bagley,  "serving  Eastward,"  March  51-Novcmber  17, 
1759;  with  same  captain  in  service  at  Antigua,  November, 
1759-November  17,  1760,  when  he  is  entered  as  a  deserter; 
was  private  with  Capt  Moses  Hart,  March-December,  1762. 

Jackson,  David,**  apprentice  of  Phineas  Sprague,  private 
with  Capt  Moses  Hart,  March-December,  1762. 

Jenkins,  John,  with  Capt  Thomas  Cheever,  Col.  Joseph 
Fiye,  at  Fort  Cumberland  in  Nova  Scotia,  March  31,  1759- 
November  26,  1760. 

Jenkins,  Joseph,  husband  of  Jemima  (Sprague),  with  Capt 
Michael  Brigden  on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  August, 
1757;  enlisted,  May  2,  1758,  then  aged  56,  with  Capt  Eben- 
ezer Marrow ;  died  *'  at  William  Henry  in  the  service,"  August 
27,  1758. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  in  list  of  men  drafted  from  Capt  John 
Dexter^s  company,  September,  1755,  *'  Designed  upon  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Crown  Point ; "  and  served  in  the  company  of 
Capt  Thomas  Cheever,  Col.  Richard  Gridley,  September  15- 
December  16,  1755. 

Knower,  Daniel,  with  Capt  Thomas  Cheever  at  Fort  Cum- 
berland, March  31,  J759-November  26,  1760. 

Pblncaa  Spngue.  Jr.,  notified  tbe  days  «go  I  took  hito  this  town  a  boy 
selectmen,  March  24,  17^,  that    ten    from  Stoneham  named  David  Jacksao." 


h"S7Z2y  :f  ualzex. 


Marthr-^^vz-mbitr.  175*;  —  Cacc  Sj-l-nazis  &:c:rae  of  Ban>- 
ttaC'l^  N''-v*tr.i>tr,  i-5>-Ja::::ary  jc.  ir^C;  ff:.'^^ted  in  the 
c/'yrr.piry  of  Capt.  GCcs  Harris  :';r  tr«  cxpexihfoa  a^^inst 
Canada,  Ftbruary  15,  1760,  th«a  ai^cd  1?  ;  s^riice  until  Dc- 
c/txbitT  2,  17^  ;  cttliiti^  with  Capt.  Hetrrv  Youag  Brovn  of 
Haverhill  arui  was  in  scr^-Ice  at  Halifax,  April,  I76i-Februar>\ 
17^2. 

K-VOWER,  John,  sea  of  J.ha.  a^cd  35.  cr/.isted  in  the  com- 
pany of  Capt.  Eb«n^2cr  Marrow,  April  24.  175S,  and  died  in 
S'Mvicc  September  14,  1758.  His  widow,  Phebe.  married,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  i7<Jo,  Amos  Shute,  who  was  by  her  husband's  side 
when  he  was  shot  and  brought  the  news  of  his  death  when  he 
return'-'d.** 

Knowf-R,  Jonathkn,  brother  of  Daniel,  pri\-ate  with  Capt. 
Eljcnczer  Marro**-,  March-November,  175S;  with  Capt.  Nathan 
Bri^ham  of  Southborough,  March,  I762-Januar}-,  1763. 

Ll.vcoiA',  William,  private  with  Capt.  Ebenezer  Marrow, 
March-November,  1758. 

LVNDE,  Jacob,  private  with  Capt.  Ebenezer  Marrow,  March- 
November,  1758;  mustered,  March  20,  1760,  in  company  of 
Cnpt  Moses  Hart,  '*  for  the  total  Reduction  of  Canada,"  then 
aged  43;  served  until  Decembers,  1760.  "Titus  Negro,"  his 
slave,  was  in  service  with  him. 

Lynde,  Nathan,  with  Capt.  Michael  Brigden  on  the  Fort 
William  Henry  Alarm,  August,  1757. 

[LVNhi;,]  Tin  s,  negro,  senuint  of  Jacob  Lynde,  aged  45, 
enlisted  February  28,  1760,  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Moses 
Hart,  and  was  in  service  until  December  8,  1760. 

Manskr,  John,  son  of  Thomas,  aged  25,  is  on  a  roll  of  May, 
1756,  as  a  matross  in  Col.  Richard  Gridlcy's  train  of  artillery, 
having  been  drafted  from  Capt.  John  De.xter's  company  on  the 
order  of  April  15.  for  service  against  Crown  Point  with  Capt 
Lord;  and  he  remained  in  the  army  until  December,  175^^* 
He  afterwards  petitioned  for  the  payment  of  four  pounds 
stopped  from  his  pay  for  the  loss  of  his  arms,  stating  that  he 
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was  a  Soldier  in  the  Expidition  towards  Crown  point  in  the  year 

1756  in  the  Company  Commanded  by  Cap'  Chadwick  in  colon' 
(iridleys  Rigem'  :  and  was  taken  Sick  at  a  jjlace  called  y'^  h^ilf  moon: 
and  was  obliged  to  Leave  his  Gun  &  Bayonet  their:  which  he  Deliv- 
ered into     storehous  thCTC.** 

He  is  on  a  list  of  deserters  from  Capt  Thomas  Checver's 
company,  August  12,  1757,  and  received  no  pay  on  the  final 
settlement;  but  his  offence,  wliich  may  have  been  one  of  record 
only,  was  overlooked,  as  he  returned  to  Maiden  and  served  the 
next  year  with  Capt  Ebcnezer  Marrow,  March-November, 
1758. 

•  Martin,  John,  born  in  Plymouth,  Eng.,  living  in  Maiden, 
was  drafted  from  Capt.  John  Dcxter's  company  on  the  order 
of  April  15,  1756,  for  service  against  Crown  Point  under  Capt. 
Lord,  and  was  a  matross  in  Col.  Richard  Gridley's  artillery, 
May,  1756,  being  in  that  service  until  the  following  December. 
He  was  a  corporal  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Ebcnezer  Marrow, 
March-November,  1758;  enlisted  "for  the  Protection  and 
Security  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  and  Conquests  in  North- 
Amarica,  1761,"  being  mustered  April  24,  1761,  then  aged  38; 
and  was  private  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Leonard  Whitinj^  of 
Westford,  March,  1762-January,  1763.  He  afterwards  be- 
came sexton  of  the  North  Parish  and  died  in  1793. 

Mower,  Ebenezer,  apprentice  to  Richard  Dexter,  corporal 
in  the  company  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Johnson  of  Woburn  in  the 
expedition  against  Crown  Point  in  1755.  A  petition  in  his 
behalf  is  given  in  the  notice  of  Benjamin  Shute. 

MUDGE,  Samuel,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Waite)  Mudge, 
who  had  removed  to  Lynnfield  soon  after  1748,  was  in  the 
army  and  died  in  service  in  1758. 

NewhaLL,  Ezra,  son  of  Lieut.  Samuel,  removed  to  Lynn ; 
was  ensign  in  the  company  of  his  brother,  Joseph,  in  the 
regiment  of  Col.  Timothy  Ruggles.  February  20,  1760,  then 
aged  27.   He  was  a  lieut. -colonel  in  the  Revolution. 

Newhall,  John,  son  of  Daniel,  the  innholdcr,  removed  to 
Leicester.   In  August,  1757,  he  was  a  captain  in  the  regiment 
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of  Col.  John  Chandler,  and  marched  with  his  company  to 
Sheffield  on  the  Fort  William  IIcuryAlarm.  He  returned  to 
Maiden  and  was  the  landlord  of  the  Half  Moon  Tavern  here 
from  1764  to  1769.    He  probably  died  in  Spencer. 

Newhall,  Jf>SF.PH,  son  of  Lieut.  Samuel,  removed  to 
Charlestown,  and  in  1755  was  an  iimholder  at  Newbury;  was 
a  captain  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Jonathan  Bagley,  March  13- 
December  10,  1758,  and  in  the  regiment  of  CoL  Tiraotliy 
Ruggles  in  1760.    lie  died  in  1761. 

Nichols,  Sa.mUEL,  apprentice  of  David  Parker,  aged  19. 
enlisted  May  2,  1 758,  with  Capt  Kbenezer  Marrow;  was  in 
service  iintii  November,  1758. 

Parkkr,  David,  apprentice  of  Nathan  Waite,.  private  with 
Capt.  Moses  Hart,  March-December,  1762. 

Parklr,  Ezra,  son  or  apprentice  of  John  Parker,  private 
with  Capt.  Ebcnezer  Marrow,  March-November,  1758,  private 
with  Capt.  Thomas  Chcever  at  Fort  Cumberland,  March  31, 
1759-November  26,  1760. 

Paine,  Natha.meL,  aged  54,  enlisted  April  24.  1758,  in  the 
company  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Marrow,  and  was  in  service  until 
November,  1758. 

Pki.L,  Wi!.!.tam,  came  to  Maiden  from  Boston.    His  first 
service  is  stated  in  the  following  petitions,  on  the  first  of  which 
tlic  General  Cmirt  granted  him  an  allowance  of  three  pounds; 
and  on  the  latter  he  received  twelve  shillings  "  for  the  use  of 
his  Gun." 

[April  I,  1757.]  The  Petition  of  William  IVll  of  Maiden  Humbly 
Shnt<rlh  That  your  Petitioner  was  a  Soldier  in  His  Majestys  Ser^'ice  in 
the  }:x|H(iitii>ii  :i!?ainst  Crown  Point  in  the  year  1755  in  the  Company 
of  Capt.  Moore  m  Col.  Baglcys  Regiment  and  Inlisted  himself  again 
under  the  Command  of  Lieut  Joseph  Cbaddock  in  Col.  Gridteys 
Regiment  in  the  Expedition  against  Crown  Point  So  early  in  the  year 
1756  as  to  he  Intitlcd  (hy  the  act  of  this  Court)  to  half  wages  in  the 
time  of  Intermission  but  yet  was  omitted  that  part  of  his  wages  in 
the  Muster  Roll,  etc.*» 

[AncHist  t6,  1757.]  William  Pfll  of  ManUlen  humbly  Beg^es  leave 
to  shew.  That  being  a  Soilder  in  Capt  Morses  Company  in     Regem'  of 

^  itau.  Arehhet^  hsvi.  S04. 
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Coll"  Titcoinl)  In  the  Crown  point  Expedition  in  1755  He  provided 
his  Own  Gun  tor  which  he  has  Rec'  no  allowance** 

He  was  drafted  from  the  company  of  Capt.  John  Dexter,  by 
order  of  April  15,  1756,  for  service  against  Crown  Point,  under 
Capt.  Manners ;  and  is  on  the  roll  as  matross  ia  Col.  Richard 
Gridley's  artillery,  May,  1756,  then  aged  25;  was  in  that 
service  until  December,  1756.  He  was  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Michael  Brigden  on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm, 
August,  1757;  and  was  a  corporal  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Marrow,  March-November,  1758. 

Phillips,  Fr.vxcis,  born  in  Boston  and  then  resident  in 
Stoneham,  but  afterwards  a  prominent  inhabitant  of  Maiden, 
laborer,  aged  17,  enlisted  in  the  company  of  Capt.  William 
Feabody,  Col.  Plaistcd,  May  7,  1756,  and  was  in  service  in  the 
expedition  against  Crown  Point  until  December  2,  1756. 

Phiij  tps,  J.vmes,  aged  26,  husband  of  Elizabeth  (Clepson); 
was  drafted  from  Capt*  John  Dexter's  company,  on  an  order 
of  April  15,  1756,  for  service  under  Capt.  Lord,  and  enlisted 
as  matross  in  Col.  Richard  Gridley's  artill:r\-  He  is  on  the 
roll  of  this  regiment,  February,  I757»  as  being  dead,  having 
died,  apparently,  in  service. 

Pratt,  ANros.  marched  with  Capt  Michael  Brigden  on  the 
Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  August,  1757. 

Pratt,  Ezra,  aged  23,  marched  with  Capt.  Michael  Brigden 
on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  August,  1757;  was  in 
service  with  Capt  Simon  Slocomb,  Col.  Joseph  Williams, 
April  y-November  23,  1758;  and  it  the  capitulation  of 

Montreal,  September  8,  1760.  The  following  petition,  on 
which  he  received  an  allowance  of  one  pound  and  twelve 
shillings  in  full,  relates  his  troubles  in  getting  home:  — 

[March  5,  1761.]  The  Petition  of  Ezra  Pratt  of  Maldon  in  the 
Coonty  of  Mi(l<llesex  most  humbfy  Shmrth — That  your  Petitioner 
was  a  Soldier  in  the  late  Expedition  against  his  Majesties  Enemies  in 
Canada  under  the  Commnnri  of  Coll  Richard  Snltonson  V.>^\'.  —  That 
the  Day  after  the  Surrender  of  the  (larrison  at  Mont  Real  he  was 
taken  ill  of  a  fever  and  was  by  order  thence  transported  Via  Cart  & 
Battoe  to  Crown  Point  where  he  continued  rick  above  three  weeks— 
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That  getiiug  better  he  with  difficultv  p'^t  farr  as  the  'luwn  of 
Sheftield  where  he  had  a  relapse  and  lay  more  than  3  weeks  longer; 
and  as  soon  as  in  any  measiue  reciuitedj  be  sent  home  to  his  friends 
to  aid  him  in  getting  home 

That  over  and  above  his  Chaige  of  Doctor  medicine  &5  he  was  at 
the  expense  of  five  pounds  thirteen  ShiUings  and  four  pence,  as  pf 
inclosed  accoutu  in  getting  home  which  was  some  pounds  old  tcnf  less 
than  he  eou'd  have  got  home  for  had'nt  his  Brother  William  Pratt 
befriended  him  — 

That  besides  the  above  Charge  he  was  a  long  time  ill  at  home  so 
weak  that  he  cou'd  do  UtUe  or  nothing  for  a  sabsistence.  et*^ 

Pratt,  Timothy,  enlisted  for  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
mustered,  March  8,  1760,  then  aged  33,  and  served  with  Capt. 
Moses  llaiL  until  iJeccaibcr  8,  1760;  private  in  the  company 
of  Capt.  ]\Ioses  Parker,  in  service,  probably  at  Halifax,  April, 
1761-February,  1762,  and  private  with  Capt  Moses  Hart, 
March-December,  1762. 

•  Pratt,  Willi  am,  private  with  Capt.  Simeon  Cary  of  Bridge- 
water,  May  14,  1759-January  2,  1760. 

Ramsdell,  John,  apprentice  of  Edward  Waitc,  private  with 
Capt.  Ebcnczer  Marrow,  March-November,  1758. 

Reed,  Henry,  born  in  England,  apprentice  of  Nathan 
Sprague,  private  in  the  company  of  Capt.  William  Peabody, 
Col.  Plaisted,  in  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  April  14- 
December  2,  1756,  having  been  drafted  from  the  company  of 
Capt.  John  Dexter  on  the  order  of  April  1 5  ;  was  with  Capt. 
Michael  Brigden  on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  August, 
1757;  private  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Ebenczer  Marrow, 
March-November,  1758;  enlisted,  April  24,  1761,  then  aged 
18,  if  the  return  may  be  believed,  and  served  with  Capt.  Edward 
Blake,  apparently  at  Halifax,  until  April,  1762;  and  w  as  with 
Capt.  Moses  Hart,  perhaps  in  the  same  service,  until  the 
following  December. 

Sawyer,  Henry,  mustered  from  the  company  of  Capt.  John 
Dexter,  September,  1755,  "  Dcii-mcd  upon  the  Expedition 
aii^.iinst  Crtnvn  Point,"  and  served  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Tliomas  Clieever,  Col.  Richard  Gridley,  September  15-Deccm- 
ber  16,  1755. 

^  Mm,  ArdHmett  Indx.  574. 
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Shute,  Amos,  brother  of  Benjamin  and  Daniel,  marched 
with  Capt  Michael  Brigdcn  on  the  Fort  William  Henry  Alarm, 
August,  1757;  was  private  in  company  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Marrow  in  the  campaign  of  1758,  and  was  in  service  until 
October  9  of  that  year.  Three  days  later  his  brother  Daniel 
met  him  at  Kinderhook  '*  much  indisposed  "  and  "  give  him 
some  refreshment,  advised  him  to  tarry  till  Ben  came  up."^ 
He  is  further  mentioned  in  the  notice  of  John  Knower.  A 
committee  of  the  General  Court  reported  an  allowance  of 
four  pounds,  ten  shillings,  and  twopence  on  the  following 
petition :  — 

[April  14,  1759.]  The  Petition  of  Amos  Shute  of  Maldon  Humbly 
Siuu'cth  That  your  Petitioner  was  in  the  Province  service  the  last 
suincr  in  the  Rigement  of  Collonal  Baglcy  under  the  Commanil  of 
Capt  Marrow  and  continued  in  the  service  til  the  ninth  day  of  October 
And  then  my  health  being  impaired  having  liberty  to  repair  homeward 
J  bad  help  by  the  teams  in  my  way  to  Albany.  And  then  not  able 
to  travel  one  of  my  fellow  Soldiers  pfocuered  me  a  hmse  sach  a  one 
as  he  was  able  to  purchase  and  at  the  owners  price.  Said  horse  brought 
me  home  and  that  is  all  that  he  was  worth  to  me.  The  first  cost  of 
s  lid  horse  wns  one  pound  two  shillings.  i.    a,  o 

The  proveuiler  lie  cat  by  the  way  and  my  extraordenary 
charge  to  my  support  benig  very  weak  and  low  is  eight  shill :       o.    8.  o 
when  J  came  home  J  was  very  Sick  and  under  the  Docters 
hands  the  Docters  bill  is  one  pound  thirteen  Shillings      i.  13  2 
&  two  pence.   Charge  for  nursing  nine  weaks  two  pounds 
fourteen  shillings  2.  14.  o 

The  whole  of  the  above  Said  charge  is  5,  ly.  2 

Therefore  your  petitioner  humbly  requests,  etc.* 

Shute,  Benjamin,  brother  of  the  preceding,  corporal  in 
company  of  Capt,  Benjamin  Johnson  of  Woburn  in  the  expe- 
dition a<;ainst  Crown  Point  in  1755.  The  following  petition 
refers  to  his  sickness  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

[December  y*  6*^  1756]  The  Petition  of  Richard  Dexter  Jn 
behatef  of  his  prentice  Ebenezer  Moor  who  was  Jn  the  Companey  of 
Capten  Beniamin  lonson  Jn  the  Regement  of  Cotlone)  Plasled  Jn  the 
H^pedition  against  Crown  Point  Jn  [the]  year  1755  Humbly  Showeth 

^  Diary  tf  Reo.  D.  SkmU,  in  Esux       *  Mus.  AnAftvt,  IxxvUL  4J9b 
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that  his  the  said  Prentice  Ebenezer  moor  was  obliged  to  Tary  at  Fort 
William  Heaery  one  month  after  the  Dismiasioo  of  the  Rest  of  the 
Cotnpaoy  to  Nunn  one  Benjamin  Sbute  who  was  sick  Nigh  to  Deth 
&  the  Jntre)  tcy»  of  Said  Shute  was  so  Ernest  &  Strong  that  I  would 

Stay  to  hi ,  .isibtence  that  I  could  not  Deney  hira  but  to  actualey  Tarey 
A'  asi^tc  my  said  Distresed  frind  for  which  servis  I  Never  had  one 
farlliing  your  I'clUoncr  thcrfore  Humbley  Prayei.  your  Honour  & 
Honours  to  abw  him  pay  for  one  month  for  the  servis  above  said  as 
Jn  Datey  Bound  shall  Ever  Ptay  &c 


We  learn  from  t!ic  diary  of  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Shute,  that  he  was  at  Albany  in  June,  1758,  "  bein^  much 
oppressed  at  y*  stomach,"  and  at,  or  near,  Kniderhook  in  the 
following  October,  prubabiy  being  in  the  service 

Shute,  Rev.  Daniel,  who  is  noticed  elsewhere,  was  pastor 
of  the  Second  Church  in  Hmgham  when  he  was  commissioned, 
March  13,  I75i>,  "to  be  Chaplain  uf  a  KeLjiment  of  Foot 
commanded  by  Colonel  Joseph  Williams,  raised  for  a  general 
Invasion  of  Canada."  He  went  with  the  regiment  to  Schenec- 
tady, where  he  remained  during  the  unhappy  expedition  against 
Ticonderogn,  and  afterwards  moved  westward,  where 

Rcing  in  Danger  of  the  Smnll  Pox  &  under  ajiprchension  that  he 
had  taken  the  Infection,  [he]  obtained  leave  at  th''  Oiuida  Station  of 
(lencnl  Sianwicks  by  the  Consent  of  Colli  U  aluu»s  to  retire  to 
Schcnaptady  for  the  greater  Conveniency  &  better  attendance  of  the 
Sick  &  soon  after  his  Arrivall  at  Schenactadyi  viz :  about  the  20**  of 
September  he  was  taken  ill  of  a  Fever  &  continued  so  ill  that  he  was 
not  able  to  ride  until  the  ii"*of  October  when  he  left  Schenactadyft: 
made  the  best  of  his  Way  home,  etc  " 

Stapleton,  Patrick*  mustered  fromCapt  John  Dexter^s 
company,  September,  175s,  for  service  against  Crown  Point  in 
company  of  Capt.  Thomas  Cheever. 

SwEETSER.  Stephen,  aged  18,  marched  with  Capt.  Michael 
Brigdon  on  the  Fort  William  Heniy  Alarm,  August,  1757; 
enlisted  with  Capt.  Nathan  Brigham  of  Southborough,  March 

./'<  'w.-rr,  Ixxvi.  145.  Shute's  diary  or  journal  kept  in  this 

»'  Di.it  v  ct  A'.  :-  1)  Shute,  in  Eiux  expedition  is  given  in  Exkx  iM9l,HiMt, 

jHst  III  ',  r.;/.      131.  150.  Coil.,  jdi.    Vidtt  also,  this  vol,  c^sp. 

.lAiAi.  AnAtitt,  xiv.  114.    Mr.  xrli,  note  > 
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17,  1 762,  and  was  in  service  at  Crown  Point  and  westward  until 
discharged,  November  17,  1762. 

Tarhox.  Samuel,  private  on  roll  of  Capt.  Sylvanus  Bourne 
of  Bamsuble,  November,  1 759 -January  20,  1760. 

Wade,  Samuel,  private  in  company  of  Capt  Moses  Hart  of 
Lynn,  served  five  months  and  twelve  days  to  January  i,  1762. 

Wade,  Simox.  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  Capt  Samuel 
Clarke  of  Braintree,  September  15 -November  26,  1755.  He 
afterwards  preferred  the  following  petition,  on  which  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  General  Court  reported  an  allowance  of  two 
pounds  and  six  shillings  in  full. 

[January,  1757.]  The  Petiti<m  of  Simon  Waide  of  Maiden  Most 
humbly  Sheweth,  That  your  Petitioner  was  a  Lieutenant  in  Cap"!  ludu- 
than  Baldrt  in'«i  Company  in  Col"  Bnglev's  Regiment  in  an  Expedition 
against  Crown  Point  on  which  he  Kntered  the  28"*  of  November  1755 
—  and  received  his  I'ay  to  y  21"*  day  of  May  1 756  —  Now  y!  Petitioner 
would  roost  humbly  Inform  yT  Honour  &  Honours  That  he  received  a 
wound  in  his  Leg  at  Fort  William  Henry  in  December  1755  — which 
proved  veiy  Dangerous  (as  1^  the  Surgeon's  Certificates  hereunto 
annexed  will  appear)  and  f  Petitioner  was  thereby  rendered  Incapable 
of  Further  Ser%  ire  to  his  Majesty  and  his  Country  until  this  present 
time  —  He  there  fore  humbly  Prays  this  Hon'"'"  Court  to  take  his  Case 
into  their  wise  consideration,  and  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  Grant 
him  wages  (as  in  his  Majesty's  Service)  unto  this  time — as  also  an 
allowance  for  the  Great  charge  he  has  been  at  to  Doctor's  Nurses  &c 
occasioned  by  his  wound  received  in  his  Majesty's  service  as  aforesaid, 
etc." 

Andover  Jan'  19:  1757 
These  may  Certify  Whom  it  may  Concern  that  I  Juim  Rittrcdge  of 
Andover  afores**  Sometime  in  the  Month  of  August  Lai>t  I  Saw  L'  Simon 
Wade  of  Medford  at  the  House  of  my  Father  in  Tewksbury  Which  I 
found  in  Dangerous  Circumstances  by  Reason  of  a  Wound  (as  he  En- 
formed  me)  he  Received  at  Fort  WilUam  Henry  iu  the  l-ate  Expedition 
to  Crown  point  my  Father  Knfornv  d  me  that  he  was  Doubtful  whither 
he  Wonid  Recover  of  his  Wound  vV  to  all  Apperirnnre  his  Wonnds  were 
Ix^oked  upon  lucuraple  about  the  Icrm  of  three  weeks  (as  my  Father 
Enformed  me)  he  Continued  with  him  —  During  which  1  crm  my 
Father  Enformed  me  that  the  Canker  had  Taken  his  sore  &  it  eat  to  a 
Great  Degree  &  Caused  his  Sore  to  Bleed  half  a  pint  in  One  Night  & 
that  he  Despaired  of  his  Recovery  &  Sometime  in  the  month  of  SeptT 

^  Mtas.  Arckivest  Ixxvi  339^ 
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Ijst  M'  Wade  put  himself  Under  my  Care  (by  Reason  that  my  Father 
was  Labouring  under  Bodily  Imiisjxjsilion)  &  from  Month  of  Sept. 
To  the  Day  of  the  Date  hereof  s?  Wade  hath  been  under  my  Care  & 
for  the  Gn»tett  part  of  the  Hme  hut  Wound  was  Very  Bad  I  was 
obliged  to  take  Seveial  pieces  of  Bone  out  of  his  Leg  &  even  now  I 
Judge  him  to  be  Quite  Incapable  of  Militaiy  Duty. 

John  KirntsDC.*' 

lie  recovered  his  health  soon  after,  and  re-entered  the  service 
as  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  CapL  Enoch  Bay  ley  of  New- 
bury, "which  were  in  the  Capitulation  at  Fort  William  Henry," 
August  9,  1757  ;  and  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
massacre  which  followed. 

Lydia  Wade  of  Maiden  petitioned  the  General  Court  in  Jan- 
uary, 1759,  for  wages  and  allowance,  *' shewing,  that  She  is 
Mother  and  Heir  at  Law  to  Simott  Wade,  Lieutenant  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  Expedition  against  Crown-Point,  in  the  Year  1755."^ 

Waitk,  Nathan,  son  of  Benjamin  Waitc,  aged  30,  from 
Capt.  John  Dexter's  company,  enlisted  with  Capt.  Joseph 
Billings.  Col.  Joseph  Williams,  "in  the  Intended  Expedition 
against  Canada,"  April  3,  1758.  lie  was  a  sergeant  until 
August  17,  then  a  private  until  October  27,  when  he  '"  deceast 
in  the  army."  He  left  one  child,  his  wife,  Dorothy  Pratt), 
having  died  in  1755. 

Wai  I  E,  Stephen,  with  Capt.  Michael  Brigden  on  the  Fort 
William  Henry  Alarm,  August,  1757. 

Welch,  James,  with  Capt.  Thomas  Cheever,  in  service  at 
Fort  Cumberland,  March  3r.  1759- November  26,  1760. 

WiiKHl.F.R,  Isaac,  mustered,  with  others  from  the  company  of 
Capt.  John  Dexter,  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Thomas  Cheever 
to  "  reinforce  the  Army  destined  to  Crown  Point,"  September, 
1755.  The  First  Parish  refused  June  6,  1/59,  to  choose  a  col- 
lector "in  the  Room  of  m'  Isaac  Whellor  who  is  an  Enlisted 
Souldier  in  the  present  I'xpcdition  for  Canada."  His  misfor- 
tinu's  in  the  service  are  related  in  the  following  petition,  on 
which  the  General  Court  made  him  an  allowance  of  twelve 
pounds  and  twelve  shillings :  — 

M  Mm.  Anhhutt  Izzvi.  S41.  /amruat  ffmae^ llep$.t  laninry  it,  17591 
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[April  i6,  1760^1  The  Petition  of  Jsaac  Whelcr  of  maiden  Humbly 
Shewetk  lhai  on  the  16  day  of  april  1759  J  was  drawn  by  the  Captea 
of  said  maiden  to  go  in  an  Ex|Hdition  against  Canadca:  and  J  past 
muster  on  said  ^  by  the  Hon*  Comal  Biattel  J  was  amcdetly  sent 
doiro  to  the  Cassel  and  theaie  Continued  a  few  days  and  then  oidered 
to  Point  Shearly  and  so  itt  was  when  J  was  there  a  few  days  J  was  taken 
Sick  and  under  the  Doclers  hand  for  upwonl  of  one  month  and  the 
Armey  J  was  to  gow  with  saild  before  J  was  abel  to  goe  and  so  T  wns 
left  behind:  and  after  J  had  recovered  my  helth  the  Cornal  ordered 
me  to  march  forth  with  to  the  Westard  to  Joyne  the  armey  there  which 
Accordiniy  J  tcavld  to  Westfietd  and  there  sesed  with  the  Rumeties 
and  there  remaind  unabet  to  travil  aney  forther  which  was  so  Judged 
by  the  Docter  and  I  taried  thear  to  the  23  of  October  and  then  re- 
tumd  horn  :  which  tuck  me  seven  days  to  git  horn:  and  so  by  that 
means  J  never  was  maid  upon  aney  muster  rooal  at  ail  Where  foer 
your  Petitioner  Humbly  Frays  your  Exelency  and  Honers  would  take 
my  Case  into  your  wise  ctmsaderation  and  order  Treasuer  to  pay 
me  my  wages  for  said  time,  etc.** 

Whittemore,  James,  husband  of  Mary  (Sherman),  piivaio 
in  company  of  Capt.  ICbcnczer  Marrow;  tlis^d  in  service, 
October  2,  1758,  according  to  the  muster  roll,  or  October  18, 
1758,  according  to  the  town  records. 

Wiin  iEMORE,  Joseph,  mustered  from  Capt.  Jolin  Dextcr's 
company  for  the  expedition  to  Cr<nvn  Point,  and  serNi  cl  in  the 
company  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ciieevcr,  Col.  Richard  Gridlcy, 
Soijtcniber  15    December  16,  1755- 

Will  I  TKMORE,  PELATIAII,  aged  47,  enlisted  with  Capt.  Ebene- 
zer  Marrow,  1758.  He  was  of  Dunstable  in  the  following  year, 
wlieii  a  committee  of  the  General  Court  reported  in  fa\'or  of  an 
allowance  of  twent>'-six  shillings  on  the  following  petition:  — 

rXnvpiiiher,  r759.J  Humlu'y  shnvethy  The  Petition  of  I'rl.-itiah 
W  hiuemore  of  Dunstable  Ihai  your  Petitioner  served  m  the  Expt  .litinn 
against  Canada  the  last  year  under  Cap:  Ebenezer  Marrow,  and  I  hat 
falling  Sick  &  being  unfit  for  Duty  was  on  the  23*!  Day  of  September 
permitted  to  return  home.  That  on  his  way  home  his  Sickness 
prevailed  upon  him  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was  obliged  to  lay  by,  & 
was  till  the  yy''  of  0(  tnber  <:(  ttinq;  home;  ami  after  he  got  home  was 
Sick.  i\:  under  the  Doctors  care  Six  Weeks.  That  he  was  at  rnnsid- 
crablc  Expence  in  his  Sickness  for  nursing,  Horse  hire  home  &c. 
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That  ia  Cap!  Marrow's  Muster  Roll  he  was  made  up  &  received  Pay 
to  the  29"!  of  September  and  no  longer." 

The  01  ijanization  of  the  Maiden  militia  had  been  continued 
from  the  da\  s  of  Joseph  Hills  and  John  VVayte,  as  required  b\- 
the  colonial  and  pro\  incial  laws,  with  the  exception  of  a  brief 
period  during  the  administration  of  Governor  Anthos.'*''  Hy 
occasional  references  its  line  of  officers  may  be  ascertaMied, 
with  more  or  less  certainty,  in  the  confusing  array  of  captains, 
lieutenants,  and  ensi^nis  which  appear  in  the  records.  John 
Lynde  appears  to  hax  e  been  its  captain  about  the  be^^inning  of 
the  eit;htcenth  century  and  to  liave  been  succeeded  by  Edward 
Spraguc,  wlu;  died  while  in  command  in  171 5.''*  Me  was  fol- 
lowed by  Deacon  John  Dexter,  who  died  in  1722.  For  a  period 
even  conjerttirc  fails,  but  Captain  Samuel  VVaite,  who  died  in 
1739/,f>,  is  mentioned  in  1729  and  1732.  Benjamin  Blancy  was 
lieutenant  in  174^4,  and  1  cannot  distiny;uish  his  superior 
officer;  but  John  Dexter,  a  son  of  the  former  captain,  was  lieu- 
tenant in  174"^,  Lieutenant  Blancy  having  become  captain  in 
May,  1746.  Captain  Blaney  is  mentioned  elsewhere  as  havin^^ 
been  engaged  in  the  business  of  a  tanner  near  the  South  Spriiii^. 
He  came  from  L\  nn  in  1724,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  man 
of  much  eneri^'y  and  ability.  The  town  records  contain  tlie  fol- 
lowing in  relation  to  his  death: — Captain  Benjamin  Blaney, 
aged  fift\'-one  years,  "  husband  to  Abigail  Blany  about  seven  of 
the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  ei<;htli  day  of  february  175^  i, 
was  taken  up  dead  near  Daniel  Ncwhalls  dore  and  it  was 
thought  by  the  Jury  that  he  fell  of  his  horse  and  that  was  a 
means  of  his  death  his  scul  by  his  temple  was  beat  in."  Tradi- 
tion says  that  he  had  stopped  at  the  Half  Moon  Tavern  of  Daniel 
Newball  to  assist  in  quelling  a  fight  which  was  then  in  progress 

W  Mass.  Anhiets,  Ixxviii.  638.  of  the  Foontain  in  Mistick,'  on  Mond»y. 

**  November6, i6<yi, FdwardSprague.  the      Pec,  171  j,  arote  a  ln.iwl  between 

town  tre.isurer,  received  four  pounds  and  Captain  lalwarJ  Spr.igue  and  Thomaa 

four  shillings  of  the  selectmen  f«f  **y*  Newhall,  jr.,  of  Maiden,  resulting  in  the 

li«e  of  y<  Town  or  Miletary  compuiy."  Captain  being  sadly  bruised  about  the 

Afalt/en  Town  Records,  in  loco.  head,  thrown  to  the  floor,  and  barely 

*•  Samuel  Wade  of  Medford,  who  escaping  from  being  pitched  out  of  the 

married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  window.    As  usual,  both  parlies  <eein 

Thomaa  Newhall  of  Maiden.  "  was  an  to  have  been  at  fault."  Waters, 

iDnholder,  in  wboie  tavern, '  at  the  sign  kaU  fimify  if  Lyrntt  36i> 
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and  that  the  injuries  which  he  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
brawlers  caused  his  death. 

After  the  death  of  Captain  Blaney,  John  Dexter  became  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Maiden  company,  which  was  a  part 
of  the  first,  or  lower,  Middlesex  regiment  under  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Spencer  Phips,  who  was  soon  after  succeeded  by 
Colonel  William  Brattle.  Ezra  Green  was  commissioned  as  its 
lieutenant,  October  i,  1751.  The  company  itself  was  not  called 
into  service,  but  men  were  drafted  out  of  it,  from  time  to  time,, 
as  they  were  needed  for  the  army.  No  roll  of  its  membership 
earlier  than  the  Revolution  has  been  found ;  but  the  following 
paper  gives  the  names  of  a  portion  of  its  men.  As  by  a  law  of 
the  Province  bayonets  were  to  be  carried  by  one  half  of  the 
enrolled  militia,  it  may  be  supposed  that  this  list  represents  that 
portion  of  the  company.  Some  of  the  names  have  been  men- 
tioned as  those  of  men  in  servi^. 

Maiden  Nov^  30'*'  1758, 
Province  of  the  Maasachusets  Bay  &c.   ly,  to  John  Dexter. 
1758.   to  67  Bayonets  which  I  inocuied  by  onler  and  De- 
livered to  the  men  hereafter  named.  £2$.  9^0 

1.13.6 

Viz :  SI. I  $.6 


Amos  I'pham 

Nath"  Waitt 

Darius  Cireen 

Stephen  W  aitt 

Ezra  Sargeant 

Nath"  Dexter 

Uriah  Oaks 

Ezekid  lenkins  ^ 

Benj^WaittJ* 

Richazd  Shute 

Benj'  Bucknam 

William  Waitt  J" 

Nath"  Howard 

lohn  Green 

loseph  Icnkins 

lames  Bticknam 

Edward  Sprague 

Amos  Pratt 

Will":  Liuckoru 

Tho'  Waitt 

Solomon  Townsend  ^ 

Eben;  Pratt 

Vnite  CoK 

lohn  Nichols 

John  Tufts 

David  Sargeant 

Isaac  Wheeler^ 

Tho'  Sargeant 

John  Pain 

Ebcn'  Barritt  "" 

Sam°  Baldwin 

Nehrmiah  Blany 

Daniel  Knower 

Nath"  Sprague 

loseph  Whittemore 

lonathan  Howard  y'  5I 
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Silas  Saiigeant 
Will-^  Pratt 
Nath"  Lynds 
Benonj  Vinton 
Phineha:)  Green 
J<ibn  Haroden 
Will-  Pell 
lohn  Cbinere 
labez  Lynds 
lohn  Howard 
Sam'l  Waitt 
Ezra  Green 


lohn  Grover 

SamH  Sprague 
Ezekiel  Floyd 


lohu  liurditt  J"' 
lames  Whittemore 


loseph  PaiDc 
Tho^BaidittJ" 
Sam*  Gzover 
lohn  Knower 

Benjf  Sprague 


Ttmothy  Waitt 


lohn  Caide 

Will":  Gill 
Patrick  Cobum 
Amos  Shute 


Richard  Pratt  J" 
lohn  Colman  ^ 
Eben!  Blanchard 
lohn  Dexter 


Errors  Excepted  me 
loHN  Dexter,  Capt^^ 


Ebenezer  Harnden»  who  was  lieutenant  in  1755,  is  called  cap* 
tain  in  1756  and  afterwards*  but  his  ofllce  may  have  been  tend' 
porary  or  in  connection  with  some  other  organization.  In 
December,  1763,  an  official  roll  makes  the  officers  of  the  Mai* 
den  company  to  have  been,  Ezra  Green,  captain ;  Jabez  Lynde, 
lieutenant;  and  Thomas  Hills,  ensign.  In  September,  1765, 


Benjamin  Blaney,  ensign ;  and  in  1774  the  officers  were  reported 
to  be  Captain  Benjamin  Blaney,  Lieutenant  Nathan  Lynde,  and 
Ensign  William  Waitc.~  These  were  the  last  to  hold  the  king's 
commissions  ;  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  they  led  the 
eager  men  of  Maiden  by  the  house  of  their  former  captains, 
the  John  Dexters.  and  over  the  Medford  plains  to  intercept 
the  British  troops  at  Menotomy.  When  they  returned  to  their 
homes,  for  a  brief  season,  a  new  era  had  dawned;  the  Revolu* 
tion  had  begun,  and  an  empire  of  free  states  was  about  to  be 
born. 

*•  Mast.  Archh.tt,  Bayonet  XoUt.  "  Ibid.,  xcix.  72,  403. 


commissions  were 
issued  to  Jabez 
Lynde,  captain ; 
Amos  Upham, 
lieutenant;  and 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

THE  OPENING  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

IT  is  my  purpose  to  relate,  in  their  own  words,  when  possible, 
the  story  of  the  part  which  the  people  of  Maiden  took  in 
the  political  and  military  strife  out  of  which  came  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  Provinces.  I  shall  not  overstep  the 
bounds  of  local  history  to  relate  the  details  of  battles  or  to 
explain  the  plans  of  campaij^ns,  nor  will  c\'ents  of  national 
importance,  if  mentioned  at  all,  receive  more  than  a  passing 
notice.  They  who  lived  in  the  scattered  dwellings  of  this  coun- 
try  town  were  simple  farmers  and  mechanics.  They  were 
neither  statesmen  nor  warriors,  and  they  were  not  always  in 
accord  on  the  great  questions  which,  being  of  present  moment, 
did  not  at  all  times  appear  to  them  as  they  appear  to  us,  now 
that  time  has  magnified  them  by  showing  the  greatness  of  their 
results.  Sometimes,  led  by  the  zeal  and  fire  of  their  pastor  and 
their  own  inclinations,  they  were  ready  to  stand  in  the  van  of 
the  opposers  of  oppression ;  sometimes  they  were  ready  to 
halt  and  were  in  doubt  and  perplcxi^.  Tradition  says  that 
they  were  sometimes  divided  in  their  assemblies  and  that  pru- 
dent or  timid  men  were  often  alarmed  and  advised  caution  to 
their  more  patriotic  or  reckless  brethren.  So,  in  the  rapid  and 
often-shifting  current  of  events  they  moved ;  and  the  records  of 
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their  doings  remain  —  records  of  patriotism  and  unflifiching 
assertion  of  tlieir  inalienable  rights*  made  sometimes  with 
doubting  hearts,  but  fearless  in  their  declarations  and  still  fresh 
and  glowing  after  the  lapse  of  years. 

The  attempted  enforcement,  in  1760,  of  the  old  Sugar  Act  of 
■733»  which,  oppressive  in  its  inception,  had  fallen  into  desue- 
tude or  been  evaded  for  a  generation,  and  the  publication  of  the 
intercepted  letters  of  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  the  royal  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  soon  after,  were  the  first  notes  of  warning  to  the 
American  colonies.  Later  the  odious  excises  on  sugar  and 
other  articles  were  made  perpetual;  and  in  1765  the  tyran> 
nical  and  unwise  Stamp  Act  was  passed  by  the  British  Parlia* 
ment  Then  wrote  Benjamin  Franklin,  "We  may  still  light 
candles.  Frugality  and  industry  will  go  a  great  way  towards 
indemnifying  us."  "  I  much  fear,  instead  of  the  candles  you 
mention  being  lighted,  you  will  hear  of  the  works  of  darkness," 
replied  Charles  Thomson  of  Pennsylvania.^ 

The  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act,  although  it  had  been  fore* 
seen,  caused  a  storm  of  indignation  to  sweep  over  the  land* 
Resolutions  favoring  non-intercourse  during  the  continuance  of 
the  obnoxious  laws  were  passed.  Even  associations  were 
formed  to  forbear  the  use  of  black  clothes  in  mourning  and 
of  lamb's  meat  for  food.  This  was  to  curtdl  the  im[>ortation 
of  cloth  from  England  and  to  promote  the  growth  and  manu* 
facture  of  wool  in  the  colonies.  As  a  practical  measure  it  was 
of  little  moment,  but  it  served  to  indicate  the  course  of  public 
opinion.  In  Boston  a  mob,  which  was  increased  by  men  from 
the  neighboring  eountiy  towns,  broke  out  at  last  into  open  vio- 
lence and  destroyed  much  valuable  property.  They  burned 
the  records  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  sacked  the  house  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Customs,  and  left  that  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  Hutchinson  in  ruins.  Such  lawless  acts,  however, 
were  condentued  by  most  men;  and  the  mob,  itself,  when, 
sober,  became  quiet. 

How  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  laws  and  guaran- 
tees for  the  future  by  peaceable  and  constitutional  means  was. 

*  Sparks,  Lijr  oj  Benjamtii  i'tankUu,  Z^. 
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the  absorbing  object.  To  few,  if  to  any,  did  a  serious  thought 
of  separation  and  independence  come  in  those  early  years. 
The  people  of  Maiden,  true  as  well  to  their  ancient  as  to  their 
more  recent  reputation,  were  slow  to  act ;  and  when  they  spoke 
their  utterance  was  one  of  patriotism  and  peace.  It  was  not 
until  the  middle  of  October,  seven  months  after  the  passage  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  that  the  town  by  any  act  of  its  own  gave  evi- 
dence of  the  interest  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  condition  of  the 
country.  Then  was  voted  the  following  letter  of  instructions  to 
its  representative. 

At  a  IhAHck  temn  meeluig  im  Ma!dan  ike  if^  day  0/  October  1^65 

I'okd  that  the  following  instrucdons  be  given  to  Cap'  Ebenezer 
H.irnden  of  said  Maldon  our  present  representative  in  General  Court 
(viz)  That  yon  promote  and  readily  join  \w  such  dutiful!  rtMuon- 
strances  and  humble  Petitions  to  the  King  and  Parliment  and  other 
decent  measures  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the 
stamp  act  And  of  the  heavy  Burdens  thereby  imposed  on  the  American 
Britidi  Colonies  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  act  of  parliroent  called  die 
stamp  act  by  which  a  very  burdensome  iind  in  our  opinion  unconstitu- 
tinal  tax  is  to  be  liid  upon  us  all  and  wc  stibjcctcd  tn  numerons  and 
Knormous  iVualties  to  be  prosecuted  sued  lor  and  recovered  at  the 
option  of  an  uitormer  m  A  Court  of  admiltray  without  A  Jury  Sir  these 
sure  our  lemementt  of  the  stamp  act  we  therefoie  the  inhabitants  of 
said  town  being  legally  assembled  for  this  purpose  must  injoin  it  upon 
you  not  to  comply  with  any  measures  or  proposals  for  countenancing 
the  same  or  assisting  in  the  Execution  of  it  but  by  all  lawfuU  means 
ronsist:int  with  our  Allegency  to  the  Kinp;  and  relation  to  Great  Britain 
to  oppose  tiie  Execution  of  it  til  we  can  hr.ir  the  Micst  ss  of  the  ervs 
and  petitions  of  America  fur  rclcifc  And  we  would  inculcate  upon  you 
our  desires  that  all  exlraordenary  grants  and  Expensive  measures  may 
upon  all  occasions  as  much  as  Possible  be  avoided  at  this  time  And  we 
would  recommend  perticulerly  the  stric  test  care  and  the  utmost  firm- 
ness to  prevent  all  unconstitutinal  draughts  upon  the  Public  treasurey. 

The  Stamp  Act  went  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  November, 
amid  the  tolling  of  bells  and 
other  signs  of  sorrow.  The 
opposition  was  deep  and  wide- 
spread. Its  eflect  was  not  un* 
felt  in  England;  and,  joined  with  the  petitions  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  which  now  came  into  existence,  and  an 
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'jY^''*  '  r;;in;;';  in  min.'/.ry,  :*  brou^^ht  about  a  repeal  >jf 
t:.':  h;i'':'l  i^;  v  ;n  t,.e  fo^io-j^in^  iprir.g,  a  repeal  which  was 
\\A.\':f\  '/..''I  •oxtr^.Ji'.^ant  expressions  of  joy,  although  with  it 
"N'A^  cry}'/.''l  the  ri'rclaration  that  "parliament  has  a  right  to 
bin/-!  th<^  coior^i'-i  in  all  ca.ses  whatsoever." 

ft  now  propo  to  compen^sate  the  losers  by  the  riots  of 
the  i*rrc^A.r,-^  y':;ir.  This  measure,  though  at  first  refused,  was 
fjn.iiiy  !/r,inU:fl  by  a  .^^nriail  majority  of  the  General  Court,  in  a 
mann'  r  *  hich  vvas  not  entirely  pleasing  to  the  imperial  :::?vern- 
mcnt ;  lor  the  act  which  relieved  the  sufferer?  carried  a  pardon 
to  tho=ie  who  caused  their  losses,  Th^  inliabitant^  of  Maiden 
were  at  first  disinrJin'  d  to  favor  the  ^sufferers ;  and  at  a  meet- 
ing held,  October  27,  1766,  they  refused  to  "make  up  the  Town 
Stock  of  powder,"  which  had  h'-m  -pent  in  the  recent  rejoicings, 
and  Voted  that  Cap*.  Kbcnr  Harndin  their  Kepresentetive  shall 
not  act  in  fi.avour  of  the  provinces  paying  the  Losses  that  the 
SufTirer?  havr  Sustained  by  the  Late  Disturbances  at  Boston  in 
the  year  17'^'^"  I'ive  weeks  later,  by  a  chance  which  often 
occurs  in  town  meetinj^s,  a  change  took  place;  and  a  loyalist  or 
Tory  element,  which  seems  to  have  possessed  a  little  strenj^th 
in  the  town  at  first,  appeared  and  obtained  a  majority.  It  was 
then  "  Votal  to  Reconsider  tiicir  Vote  passed  on  the  Twenty 
Srvr  nili  -f  Oct?  last  Respecting  their  JnstructioDS  to  Cap'.  Harn* 
til  11  ihcir  Representative,"  and 

Voted  !)()*  '  I'nrteT  Crip'  Dcxter  Ksq'  Green  Capi  ChittentOQ  m'.  Kittle 
be  u  C!oiiiminr  tn  Draw  Instructions  &  Report 

then  the  iowu  ajorncd  for  two  hours  to  meet  at  m!  Kittles 

Att  th«  ajornment  the  Comtnitte  made  Report,  and  the  Town 
Vttted  the  Following  Jnstructiona  be  given  to  Cap!  Eben!  Hamden 
the  l*rfucnt  RcprcMni  nive 

That  he  Do  ujm?  his  Interest  that  full  ami  amjile  Compensntion  be 
niade  to  his  Honour  Tlio*  llmrhrr^on  I'.sq'  lor  his  Losses  &  SutTcring^> 
in  the  l  atr  time  ot  I  )istnrl>ancc  ami  in  the  nioil  Equitable  manner 
the  (U  iu  ral  Court  in  their  Great  Wisdom  shall  sec  meat  &  88  to  the 
(Hhrr  three  CJent™  (Vir)  the  Honourable  Andrew  Oliver,  Benj^ 
Itoltowrll  j*"  &  Will!*.  Storror  Ksq**  we  Leave  the  consideration  thereof 
KcRprrting  their  Sntrerings  at  said  time  to  the  above  Representative 
to  art  an  he  Rhall  think  meet  and  proper.* 

*  llittiluns.in  rvocivi'il  A  i;i  int  uf  suffcrvrs  receiveilin  the  same  proportioa 
iCj>l94  '•'>'••  l^'*  l'^*'"?*'  '^"'^  other     N.  £.  Hut,  and  G*ntai.  KeguUr,  t  30U 
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At  the  next  annual  meeting  the  town,  influenced  by  Tory 
sympathy  or  an  unpatriotic  parsimony,  refused  to  **pay  for 
the  powder  spent  at  the  Rejo3rceing  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Stamp  act"  by  its  more  public  spirited  citizens* 

There  is  little  to  indicate  the  course  of  private  opinion  or  of 
public  action  in  the  town  for  the  next  year  or  two.  We  cannot 
doubt,  however,  that  the  events  which  were  steadily  preparing 
the  way  for  a  new  empire  were  closely  watched,  with  eagerness 
or  keen  regret,  and  that  the  idea  of  a  national  independence 
was  slowly  taking  form  in  the  minds  of  many  as  a  thing  possible 
and  to  be  desired.  Two  entries,  only,  in  the  records  of  1768 
contain  allusions  to  the  condition  of  the  country  or  evince  an 
interest  in  its  welfare.  The  town  refused  to  build  a  work 
house  to  imply  the  poor  in,'*  laid  out  roads,  and  warned 
strangers  away  from  its  borders  as  if  no  public  danger  existed; 
but  It  was  voted 

[March  7,  1768]  That  Ezra  Green,  Esq!  ra'  Kettel  Docter  Porter 
Cap*:  Dexter  &  Cap*  Hamden  shall  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  how 
far  they  shall  think  proper  that  this  town  should  comply  with  what 

the  town  of  Boston  have  don  in  their  incourrigtog  manufactures  in 
this  Province  and  the  preventing  the  importation  of  goods  into  it. 
And  mnke  report  at  may  meeting  in  order  to  the  towns  coming  to  a 

vote  u[)on  it. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  committee  ever  made  a  report; 
and  no  further  action  was  taken  except  that 

At  a  town  meeting  in  Maldon  the  2i*  day  of  Sep!  1768  Voted Qx^ 

Ebenezer  Harnden  To  he  a  Committee  man  to  |oyn  in  a  convention 
with  those  (lentleiiien  that  li  ive  been  chose  by  the  town  of  Boston 
and  may  be  chose  by  other  towns  to  consult  what  may  be  for  the 
safty  of  our  king  and  the  wettfair  of  his  subiects  in  this  Province  in 
this  dark  and  difficult  season.* 


•  The  convention  met  ia  FaneuU 
Htll,  September  2z,  and  condnned  in 

session  until  Sc])fember  29  The  mem- 
bers votud  an  acldress  Ui  the  governor, 
which  lie  ref  lued  to  receive,  and  derided 

the  messagf ,  whirh  he  returned.  They 
repeated  a  former  protest  af^ainst  unjust 
taxation  and  other  grievances,  and  re- 
newed a  petilirin  to  the  k;n<;  T\v:\- 
committed  ihemj>elvcs  to  '■  llim  who 


ruletb  according  to  his  pleasure,  with 
unerring  wisdom  and  irresiittifcle  influ- 
ence, in  the  lic.irN  i.f  \\\,  .  liililrrn  nf 
men,"  and  dissolved  the  convention. 
*'I  doubt  wliether  they  hare  lieen  Ruilty 
of  an  nvrrt  .i  t  <if  tn  ison,"  said  the 
SoHcitor-Cicneral  of  England.  *'  but  I  am 
.<sure  they  have  come  within  a  hair's 
breadth  of  it."  Cf.  Hutchinson.  His- 
tory 0/  MassathuuiU-Bay,  iii.  ao8-2i2; 
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Nor  in  1769  was  there  any  important  public  action  in  relation 
to  the  great  questions  which  were  being  discussed;  and  the 
business  of  the  little  town  went  on  in  its  humble  way,  as  it  had 
gone  on  for  many  years.  Only  at  "  a  pubiick  Town  meeting 
in  maiden  the  18^  of  May  1769,"  taking  to  themselves  the 
instructions  of  Cambridge,  which  are  to  the  historian  of  that 
town  unknown,  though  worthy  of  preservation,  the  inhabitants 

Vated,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Haniden  to  represent  the  Town  at  y*  Gieat 
&  General  Court  \  and  voted  y*  same  Jnstractions  which  the  Town  of 
Cambridge  have  voted  their  Representative  which  are  as  follows  First. 

We  expect  that  you  will  to  the  utmost  of  your  Power,  Support,  main- 
tain, and  defend  His  mobt  Sacred  Mnjesty  George  y*  'Ihird.  our 
rightful  Sovereign,  his  C'rown,  Dignity  tV'  l"amily.  Secondly,  You  are 
to  use  your  best  Endeavors,  that  our  invaluable  Ciiarter  Liberties, 
Friviledges  &  Immunities,  dearly  purchased  by  our  Ancestors,  and  all 
tiie  Rights  derived  to  us  from  y*  invariable  Law  of  God  and  Nature, 
be  transmitted  inviolable  to  the  latest  Posterity.  Thirdly  We  appre* 
hcnd.  that  no  Power  on  Earth  can  justly  deprive  us  of  our  essential 
Rights,  (S:  that  no  Man  ran  be  safe  either  as  to  his  Life,  Liberty  or 
Pro]jeriy,  if  a  contrary  Doctrine  sliould  prevail ;  therefore  we  rei  oni- 
mend  to  you  a  firm  but  prudent  Opposition  to  aU  uncunatiiuitonai 
measures.  Fourthly,  We  enjoin  that  by  no  Means  you  vote  for  the 
Draft  of  any  money  out  of  y*  puUick  Tieasuiy,  unless  the  Occasion 
be  emergent  and  warranted  by  the  Maxims  of  Kquity,  the  Princi- 
ples of  our  happy  Constitution,  &  Precedents  justly  resulting  from  the 
same. 

A  greater  interest  and  a  more  patriotic  spirit  seemed  now 
to  animate  the  people,  although  the  allusions  in  the  records 
to  matters  outside  of  the  local  affairs  of  the  town  for  several 
years  are  few  and  far  between.  The  attempted  enforcement  of 
the  revenue  laws  added  a  fresh  excitement  Non-importation 
leagues  were  formed  and  measures  were  discussed  by  which 
home  products  and  manufactures  were  to  be  fostered  and 
sustained.  In  Boston  the  merchants  met  in  Faneuil  Hall  and 
voted  to  cease  the  importation  of  British  goods  and  to  publish 
the  names  of  those  importers  "who  audaciously  continue  to 
counteract  the  united  sentiments  of  the  Body  of  Merchants 

Bancroft,  History  of  the  Unittd  Slattt,  ham,  Li/t  and  Times  i>f  Joseph  U  arreu, 
i8tb  edn  vL  202-106;  and  Frothing*  91-93- 
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throughout  North  America."  *  It  was  in  allusion  to  this  meet^ 
ing  that  the  town  at  its  annual  meeting,  March  5,  1770^ 

Faitd,  Hiat  this  Town  do  give  their  Hearty  Thanks  to  y'  Merchants, 
for  their  prudent  &  spirited  Measures  pursued  by  them  for  the  good 
of  this  Province  &  Land. 

y&ifii,  That  we  will  not  by  OUf  Selves,  or  any  for  or  under  08, 

directly  or  iiulirectly,  purchase  any  Goods  of  y''  follon-ing  Persons, 
viz.  John  Bernard,  James  MacMasters,  Patrick  Mf  Masters,  John  Mein, 
Nath!  Rogers,  William  Jackson,  Theophilus  Lillie,  John  laylor,  & 
Anne  &  Elizabeth  Cummings,  all  of  Boston ;  or  of  any  other  Person 
whatsoever  that  shall  import  Goods,  contrary  to  y'  Agreement  of  y* 
Merchants,  till  a  general  Jmportation  takes  Place. 

J '<>/('(/,  That  we  will  not  use  any  foreign  Tea,  nor  countenance  y*  use 
of  it  in  our  Families,  (unless  for  Sickness)  till  y*  Revenue  Acts  are 
repealed. 

The  next  morning  strange  rumors  were  heard  in  the  quiet 
lanes  of  the  town.  Excited  horsemen,  sent  by  the  patriots  of 
Boston,  had  come  out  at  midnight  into  the  country;  and  as 
the  day  wore  on  rumors  became  certainty,  and  it  was  told  how 
honest  patriots  had  been  shot  down  by  British  soldiers  and 
that  the  life-blood  of  Americans  stained  the  snow  in  the  streets 
of  Boston.  It  was  the  morning  after  the  Boston  Massacre; 
and  thenceforth  the  spirit  of  patriotism  was  strengthened  and 
an  unswerving  determination  carried  the  men  of  Massachusetts 
and  of  the  colonies  steadily  onward  to  the  end,  which  many  in 
secret  began  to  foresee.  Little  could  country  folk,  situated  as 
were  those  of  Maiden,  do  at  this  period  of  the  political  strife. 
But  that  little  they  did.   They  fanned  the  fire  in  their  own 


*  Thu  town  of  Raston,  ;»t  a  mctiting, 
October  4,  1769,  "solemnly  l^t^fei/  thai 
the  Names  of  those  Persons  fiw  indeed 
to  »hc-  flonor  of  the  Town.  vi/'.  John 
Bernard,  Nathaniel  Rogers,  Theophilus 
ItUtic,  James  McMasten  mnd  Company, 
John  Mein,  Thomas  Hiitchin<;nn  Junr 
and  Elisha  Hutchinson — be  ciured  on 
the  Records  of  this  Town,  that  PMerity 
may  know,  who  (hose  Persons  were  that 
preferred  their  little  private  advantage 
to  the  common  Intereii  of  all  tlie 
Colonies,  in  s  point  of  the  greatest  tm< 


portanrc ;  who  not  on'v  (deserted  but 
oppcsed  their  Country,  in  a  struggle  for 
the  Rights  of  the  Constitution,  that 
mn>t  cvrr  do  it  hitnor :  And  whr-  with  m 
design  to  enrich  themselves,  took  Ad- 
vantafje  of  the  generous  self  denbl  of 
th<  ir  Fi  How  Citizens  for  the  Common 
Good."  Boston  Town  Kttcrds,  in  loco. 
A  Hat  of  the  obno«iou8  importers 
printer!  in  Edes  and  Gill's  Xi^rth  Amrri- 
(an  Almanoik  for  1770  is  identical  with 
that  in  the  Maiden  vote.  Drake,  HiUary 
Md  Antifu^ut  tf  Bc^cHt  767'* 


Digitized  by  Google 


728 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN, 


town,  and  they  could  make  their  voices  heard  in  the  councils 
of  the  Province  through  their  representative,  Captain  Ebenezer 
Harnden.  Always  patriotic  and  true,  for  ten  years  he  held 
his  office  with  honor  to  himself  and  the  men  of  his  town,  and 
in  him  they  trusted.  So,  little  appears  in  the  records  of  the 
town  at  this  time,  though  the  people  were  alive  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  great  questions  which  were  being  thrust  upon  the 
provinces.  Their  new  minister  added  the  fire  of  his  courage 
and  youthful  zeal  to  their  inclinations  and  th^  were  preparing 
for  the  struggle  which  was  to  come. 

At  length,  November  2,  1772,  Samuel  Adams,  standing  on 
the  floor  of  Fancuil  Hall,  offered  that  celebrated  motion  which, 
in  the  words  of  a  recent  writer,  *'  gave  visible  shape  to  the 
American  Revolution,  and  endowed  it  with  life  and  strength."  ^ 
In  the  words  of  the  record 

It  was  then  moved  by  M'  Samuel  Adams,  Ihat  a  CommiUee  of 
Correspondence  be  appointed  to  consist  of  twenty  one  Persons — to 
state  the  Rights  of  the  Colonists  and  of  diis  Province  in  particular, 
as  Men,  as  Christians,  and  as  Subjects ;  to  communicate  and  publish 
the  same  to  tht-  scver:il  Touns  in  this  Province  and  to  the  World  as 
the  sense  of  this  Town,  with  the  Infringements  and  Violations  thereof 
that  have  been  or  from  time  to  time  may  be  made  —  Also  requesting 
of  each  Town  a  free  communication  of  their  Sentiments  on  this 
Subject.' 

*•  The  end  in  view,"  says  Bancroft,  "  was  a  general  Confederacy 
against  the  authority  of  Parliament;  the  towns  of  the  Province 
were  to  begin ;  the  Assembly  to  confirm  their  doings  and  invite 
the  other  Colonies  to  join."  ^ 

On  the  twentieth  of  November  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  presented  to  the  town  of  Boston  and  the  addresses  were 
adopted.  That  to  the  towns  was  masterly  and  con\'incing,  and 
the  towns  responded  with  enthusiastic  ardor.  Committees  of 
Correspondence  were  chosen  in  most  of  the  towns  in  the  Prov- 

*  Porter,  in  Memorial  History  of  Hot-       «  Rtport  of  tht  \Bostot£[  Record  Com- 

ton.  Hi.  43.   Bancroft,  History  of  the  misritmers,v*V&.^'^. 

^  «//f(/X'^V-,-,  i^s'h  L<]  ,  vi.  429,  says  that        "Bancroft.   History  9/  tt^  Uttitttt 

this  motion  "  included  the  wliole  revolu>  SieUts,  18th  ed.,  vi.  42^ 

tion." 
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Inctt  and  their  replies  to  the  Boston  letter  were  energetic  and 
their  purpose  was  not  to  be  mistaken.'  On  the  fifth  of  January, 
1 773*  the  men  of  Maiden  met  to  consider  the  letter  of  Boston 
and  their  own  duties  in  the  crisis.  "  It  is  more  than  time  to  be 
rid  of  both  tyrants  and  tyranny,"  Samuel  Adams  had  written.* 
"  With  our  best  blood  and  treasure,"  said  the  farmers  of  Mai- 
den. The  record  which  follows  contains  the  first  in  that  series 
of  patriotic  papers  in  which  the  fearlessness  and  fire  of  Peter 
Thacher  may  be  traced  —  a  series  of  which  Maiden  may  well 
be  proud  to  her  latest  day. 

Aia  Ugoti  Town  meeting  in  Maiden  y  j"*  Jan^  ^773'  \  'oUd,  Capt 
Ebenezer  Haroden  Moderator 

Voted  CapL  John  Dexter,  M'  Thomas  Hills,  M?  James  Rettell,  M! 

David  Sirge.int,  Ezra  Sargeant,  M!  Samuel  Sprague,  Ens?  P>enj! 
Blany.  M'  John  Grover  ju'  M!  Ezekiel  Jenkins,  M!  Joseph  Howard,  & 
M'  Samuel  Waitt,  Rc  a  {  oinmittee  to  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
quest of  the  town  of  Jioston  respecting  y  kite  alarmuig  report  that 
Stipends  are  affixed  to  the  offices  of  judges  [of  the]  Superiour  Court 
of  Judicature  in  this  Province,  added  to  many  other  grievances  under 
which  this  people  have  for  some  years  groaned ;  &  also  to  draw  up 
instructions  for  their  Representative,  and  lay  y*  whole  before  the  town 
for  their  acceptance. 

Votfii,  Thru  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Thursday  y'  14*^  instant  at 
2  o'clock  r.  M. 

Jan":      14"'  Ileing  y'  time  to  which  thii  meeting  stand*;  adjourned. 

Voted,  JS'emtne  conlraituenie,  I'o  accept  the  re[KJrt  of  tiie  committee, 
chosen  to  take  into  consideration  the  request  of  y**  town  of  Boston^ 
respecting  our  late  grievances,  and  that  the  same  be  recorded  in  the 
Town  Book. 

Voted,  Nemine  contradieente^  To  accept  the  instnictions  drawn  up 
by  the  committee  for  their  Representative,  &  that  y*  same  be  recorded, 

and  a  copv  there  >r  transmitted  to  him. 

Vvkii  Capt.  John  licxter  M'  James  Kettell  M:  Thom  as  Ililis  M'  Sam- 
uel Sprague  &  Capt.  Ebenezer  Harnden  Be  a  committee  of  Corrispond- 

*  See  the  addresses  in  Rrpnrt  of  Iir  .  iL-lit  int.-.  a  state  of  cnntt  nfion.  His- 

\Bptt0n\  Rtconi  Commissioners  xviii  95-  ordtr.aiid  general  dissatisfaction  :  or.  as 

loS    Hutchinson,  History  of  Afanaeku-  others  would  have  it,  were  roo.«ed  fmm 

ultt-Bay.  iii.  370.  says:  "Thus  ill  on  a  stupor  .ind  Inaction,  to  sensibility  and 

tudOen,  from  a  state  of  p«;j.c«;,  order,  activity." 

and  general  contentment,  as  some  ex-  •  Bancroft.  Hiitiny  ef  the  United 

pressed  theinseh  t^.  (he  pr.i\  rnce.  more  .S/dtfr/,  i8th  ed.,  vi.  431. 
or  less  from  one  end  to  the  other,  was 
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encc  to  communicate  &  correspoml  with  the  committee  of  Town  of 
Boston,  &  any  other  towiis  uii  y  Subject  of  our  present  difficulties.'** 

V^Udt  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  thuraday  next  at  5  o'clock 
p.  M.  in  order  for  the  Selectmen  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the 
town  of  Boston. 

Jan':  the  21"  Being  the  time  to  which  this  meeting  stands  adjourned : 
ihc  Moderator  &  Clerk  being  absent, 
Vokd^  M'  Ezekiel  Jenkins  ModeiaAor  for  this  time. 
Voted  M'  Ezra  Sargeant  to  serve  as  Clerk. 

The  following  letter  was  then  read. 
To  the  Rfspci  table  Inhabitants  of  thr  ttnon  of  Boston.  It  is  with  the 
utmost  satisfaction  &  pleasure,  that  we  have  from  time  to  time  obscn'ed 
your  solliritous  care  and  prudent  endeavours  to  suppress  all  appear- 
ances of  tyranny  &  oppression,  &  to  maintain  the  just  rights  and  ]>riv' 
Hedges  of  a  distressed  people ;  And  particularly  of  late,  that  you  have 
not  been  intimidated  by  y*  alarming  reports  that  have  reached  our 
cars ;  but  as  our  fears  and  distresses  increase,  your  zeal  and  resolution 
abounds.  We  give  you  our  hearty  &  sincere  thanks  for  all  the  salutary 
mensnrcs  yon  have  adopted  for  the  common  safety.  And  we  heartily 
wish  and  desire,  that  every  town  in  this  Province,  and  thro'  tlie  land, 
may  have  such  a  sense  of  danger  &  of  duty,  as  readily  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  in  this  time  of  need.  By  the  papers  transmitted  to  you  herewith^ 
you  will  find  that  a  committee  has  been  chosen  by  this  town  to  cor- 
rispond  with  yours  on  matters  of  publick  concernment.  We  trust  you 
will  always  find  them  nnd  iis  as  ready  to  receive  any  intimations  of  this 
nature  from  you,  &  to  join  in  such  measures  as  may  be  tho't  best. 
And  may  the  great  overrulcr  &  disposer  of  all  events,  so  direct  iSc  suc- 
ceed your  wise  endeavours,  as  that  y'  yoak  of  tyranny  may  be  entirely 
broken,  and  New  EngUnd  yet  enjoy  her  invaluable  priviledges  inviolate 


*»  The  Committee  of  Coiresjiond- 

encc,  or,  a«  if  \v;i«  fm  illy  (  .illed,  of 
Correspomlcncu,  Itispection,  and  Safety, 
exited  uDiil  the  annual  town  meeting  in 
M.irrh.  I-S6.  when  no  provision  wns 
made  for  ilt^  continuance.  Its  members 
were:  — 

Captain  Wymond  Pradbury,  1782-S4. 

Captain  Tohn  Dexter,  1773-76. 

William  TV\t,  r.  i-"->-S2 

I  tetitciiani  Hcrn.u  J  Gitcn,  1779-82. 

John  Clrecn,  i~7~-70. 

Captain  Ehf^nezcr  Harndcn.  1 77^77. 

Thomas  Hilts,  1773-77;  1784-86. 

Jolm  Jenldnt,  i779-8a 


James  Kettell,  1773-77;  1783-86. 
Captain  Jonathan  Oakes,  1782-S4. 
Frands  Phillips,  1777-7S;  (Lieut.)  1784- 
86. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Porter,  1779. 
David  Sargeant,  1778-79. 
Amos  .Shute,  1777-82. 
Jonathan  Sprnt^ne.  1777-So. 
Samuel  Spra^uc,  1 773-77*  *779^ 
Dr.  F.lisha  Story,  1775-76. 
F"v  Peter  Thacher.  1775-76. 
J  rthn  Tufts,  1777-78:  1780-82. 
laoutenant  J<Att  Vinton,  i779-8a 
Micah  Waite,  1777-79:  1780-81. 
Samuel  Waite,  1777-78. 
Captain  Wiltlam  Waite,  1782-83. 
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to  ihe  latest  generations.  May  all  vice  and  immorality  be  suppressed, 
&  piety  and  virtue  reign  triumphant.  And  may  you  in  particular,  the 
respectable  Jnhabitants  of  Boston,  thro'  the  propitious  smiles  of  heaven, 
see  the  happy  fruits  of  your  unwearied  diligence,  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
May  you  always  be  deemed  among  the  early  projectors  and  constant 
pursuers  of  those  legal  &  constitutional  methods,  which  may  establish 
our  charter  rights  on  a  basis  durable  as  the  foundations  of  the  earth ; 
and  may  posterity  yet  unborn  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed. 
Voted,  That  the  above  letter  be  accepted. 

Voted,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  sent  by  the 
town  Clerk  to  the  committee  of  Corrispondence  in  Boston. 

At  a  legal  meeting  by  adjournment  of  the  Jnhabitants  of  y  Town  of 
Maiden  Jan*  //*  lyyj  the  committee  who  were  chosen  by  y''  town  at 
their  meeting  Jan";  5"'  to  consider  what  is  best  for  y'  town  to  do  in  this 
day  of  darkness,  &  cruel  oppression  in  which  almost  everything  worth 
living  for  is  in  danger  of  being  wrested  from  us,  report  as  follows. 

Having  taken  into  serious  consideration  the  state  of  y"  rights  of  y' 
Colonists,  &  of  this  province  in  particular,  as  men  as  christians,  &  as 
British  Subjects ;  and  also  the  list  of  the  infringements  &  injurious 
violations  of  those  rights  transmitted  to  us  from  the  vigilent  and 
patriotick  Jnhabitants  of  y''  town  of  Boston,  by  their  committee  of  cor- 
rispondence, 

Resolve,  as  far  as  we  are  capable  of  judging,  that  y'  said  rights,  & 
also  y'  list  of  infringements,  and  violations  of  those  rights,  are  exhibited 
in  a  just  point  of  light ;  and  therefore  with  hearts  deeply  penetrated  by 
the  cruel  oppressions  &  indignities,  with  which  we  are  treated  by  our 
elder  brethren  at  home,  and  with  y*  shuddering  prospects  before  us, 
under  y"  present  critical  situation  of  our  publick  affairs  ;  the  alarming 
inquisitorial  Court  appointed  at  Rhode-Jsland  ;  also  replete  with  deep 
concern  for  our  posterity. 

Resolve,  That  we  will  at  all  Times  and  upon  all  just  occasions,  with 
our  best  blood  &  treasure,  in  conjunction  with  our  brethren  of  this 
province,  &  y°  other  provinces  pursue  every  justifiable  and  constitu- 
tional measure  for  the  obtaining  a  redress  of  our  insupportable  burdens, 
&  in  y''  defence  and  support  of  our  invaluable  rights,  Civil  and  Relig- 
ious, purchased  by  our  ancestors,  at  y"  expence  of  their  treasure  &  their 
blood  :  and  therefore, 

Resolve,  that  our  Representative  be  instructeil  to  use  his  utmost 
endeavours  in  the  General  Assembly  that  the  Honourable  Constitu- 
tional Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  of  Justice  in  this  province,  should 
have  a  support  equal  to  their  importance,  '  f  "iir  Representative 
use  his  endeavours  that  an  address  br  tn  our  c:raciou 

Sovereign,  for  the  restoration  of  our  ,  1  !cres,  & 
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without  the  pcrinibsion  of  the  Governor;  while  another, 
known  as  the  Murder  Act,  provided  for  iiic  transporting  of 
offenders  and  witnesses  to  other  colonics  or  to  Great  Britain 

for  trial. 

It  was  nt)W  iluil  discontent  chan^t^ed  to  \'iL;orous  action,  and 
forcible  resistance  bej^an  to  appear  as  inexitable.  The  prohi- 
bition of  town  niectinj^s  was  unheeded  by  men  who  had  begun 
to  act  as  well  as  to  think  for  themselves.  They  continued  to 
be  held,  and  patriotic  resolutions,  addresses,  and  instructions 
multiplied;  but  of  more  importance  than  patriotic  votes  and 
addresses  and  of  sterner  sif^iiificance  were  the  replenishing  of 
military  stores  by  the  towns  and  the  mustering  and  drilling 
of  the  militia.  The  action  of  Maiden  during  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1774  was  taken  in  a  series  of  meetings,  tlie  records  of 
which  are  here  copied  in  full. 

At  a  Town  MeeHi^  Aaput  2^.  17  f  4 ; 
To  know  the  mind  of  Uie  Town,  whether  they  will  act  any  thing 
concerning  otir  Grievances,  which  we  now  arc  labouring  under,  with 
respect  to  Great  Britain's  Conduct  with  the  Colonies,  and  to  act  on 
all  other  matters  &  things  that  may  come  before  them :  And  in 
particular, 

To  see  if  they  will  choose  a  Committee  or  Committees  to  act  on 
anj  measures  rektive  to  the  Town,  County  or  Province  affaira,  respect- 
ing our  Grievances ;  nnd  that  they  should  act  as  occasion  may  require. 

Vote(f,  M'  Y.7.X1X  Sargeant  Moderntor. 

It  was  thrn  put  to  vote,  whether  tl^e  Town  will  act  any  thing  upon 
this  warrant  respecting  our  grievances  j  &  11  passed  in  the  aftirma- 
tive. 

Votedt  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town,  that  the  late  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  &  particularly  those  by  which  the  Charter  of  this 
Province  is  vacated,  are  very  unjust,  unreasonable  and  cruel ;  and  by 
no  means  to  be  submitted  to  ;  And  that  it  is  the  indispensable  duly 
of  all  persons  of  evrn,-  denomination  to  use  their  ntmo^t  endeavours 
in  their  several  Capacities,  by  all  proper  and  Constitutional  ways,  to 
prevent  as  far  as  may  be,  said  acts  taking  ])lace. 
Votedt  That  the  Committee  of  Corrispondence  for  this  Town,  viz; 
Capt  John  Dexter,  U\  James  Ketlell,  M:  Thomas  Hills,  W  Samuel 
Sprague  &  Capt.  Ebcnczer  Haraden,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall 
attend  a  genera!  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns  in 
thb  County,  to  be  conven'd  at  Concord  the  thirtieth  instant,  to  con- 
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Others  to  emigrate  from  their  native  land,  and  plant  that  in  which  we 
now  dwell.    We  trust,  Sir,  we  shall  always  find  you  in  the  number  of 
those  members  of  the  (  .1  neral  Court,  who,  while  they  feel  ^  express 
the  warmest  loyalty  to  their  sovereign,  steadily  &  firmly  maintain  y' 
tights  of  their  constituents. 

As  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  prevailing  iniquities  of  our  land  have 
induced  a  righteous  God  to  permit  men  of  violence  thus  to  harrass  us, 
so,  Sir,  we  instrtict  you  to  use  your  utmost  induence  in  the  General 
Assembly,  that  some  effectual  measures  may  be  taken,  in  order  to  c.irry 
y'  good  wholesome  laws  of  this  provinee,  for  y*  suppresion  of  iuior- 
ality  into  more  full  &  complete  execution ;  &  also  thai  a  day  of  humilia- 
tion may  be  observed  thro'  province  on  account  of  his  frowns  upon 
us  in  these  regaidsy  to  deprecate  bis  diq;»leasure  &  ask  his  divine  inter* 
position  in  favour  of  our  sinking  land. 

John  Dexter  per  Order* 

The  replies  of  the  towns  evinced  the  tenacitjr  with  which  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  held  to  the  idea  of  local  government, 
and  indicated  most  plainly  a  drifting  towards  a  future  indepen- 
dence. A  union  of  the  colonies,  which  had  been  foreshadowed 
by  the  first  meeting  of  the  Continental  Congress,  became  an 
immediate  object ;  and  its  furtherance  or  hindrance  divided  the 
two  great  parties  of  Whigs  and  Tories. 

The  non-importation  agreements,  beside  other  eflfects  upon 
British  interests,  had  caused  lai^  quantities  of  tea  to  gather  in 
the  storehouses  of  the  East  India  Company;  and  to  relieve  that 
company,  and  to  enforce  its  own  pretended  rights,  Parliament 
passed  an  act  by  which  tea  could  be  exported  to  America  free 
of  all  English  duties.  Large  cargoes  were  accordingly  shipped 
to  several  ports,  but  a  uniform  sentiment  animated  the  Ameri- 
can people  If  the  cargoes  were  landed  the  duty  would  be 
paid;  and  that  duty,  though  small,  was  a  tax  which  represented 
the  principle  that  the  colonies  might  be  taxed  without  their 
consent.  Therefore,  it  was  determined  that  the  tea  should  not 
touch  the  American  soil  and  that  it  should  return  to  England 
in  the  ships  which  brought  it.  The  first  ship,  the  Dartmouth, 
arrived  at  Boston,  November  28, 1773,  and  two  others  followed 
a  few  days  later.  The  men  of  Boston  now  stood  between  the 
country  and  the  danger  which  became  more  imminent  day  by 
day.   *'  Brethren,"  they  had  written  to  the  other  towns,  **  we 
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At  a  Legal  Tattm  MeeUt^  the  2<fi  i^SepT.  1774,^ 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  one  or  more  persons  to  represent 
them  in  a  great    general  Court  according  to  the  precept,  &  give  him 

or  them  particular  Instructions. 

Voteii,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Jiarnden  Repreiientative. 
Vokd,    The  ReVl  Peter  Thacher  1 


The  Meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Friday  next  a  5  of  Qock  in 
the  afternoon, 

Friday  Sept'  25"*  1774,  BeiQg  the  Time  to  which  this  Meeting 

stands  adjourned. 

Voted  To  accept  the  following  Jnstructions. 

7b  Gi//!>  Ebenezer  Hamden, 

Sir,  The  trust  devolved  by  your  fellow  Citizens  upon  you  at  this 
time  is  the  greatest  i*^'  the  most  important  which  you  could  at  any  time 
receive.  Our  all  now  lies  at  stake,  if  the  Machin  itions  of  the  ene- 
mies to  our  publick  happiness  should  succeed  wc  in  ly  bid  adieu  to  all 
these  flattering  prospects  we  have  hitherto  indulged  of  enjoying  our 
selves  &  transmitting  to  our  posterity  these  rights  &  liberties,  which  our 
Jllustrious  ancestors  purchased  at  the  greatest  expence,  &  which  they 
transmitted  to  us  an  ample  a  fair  Jnheritance. 

The  Subversion  of  the  Charter  of  this  province,  &:  the  usurpation  of 
Seats  round  the  Council  board,  by  a  number  of  men,  wHosl-  ambition 
&  avarice  (we  are  constrained  to  say)  have  induced  them  10  betray 
their  Country,  &  stain  their  own  names  with  indelible  infamy,  demands 
our  most  watchful  attention  at  this  day,  and  it  is  upon  these  heads  that 
we  now  especially  instruct  yon.  And,  Sir,  we  give  it  you  in  most  Solemn 
charge,  as  you  would  not  act  a  part  abhorrent  to  your  Constituents,  as 
you  would  not  bring  rpon  vour  self  the  execrations  of  millions  that  in 
no  sence  nor  manner  whatever,  acknowledge  these  men  as  Couocellors 

^  It  will  be  noticed  that  a  "  legal  December  4.   In  the  town  records  the 

Town  Meeting  "  and  an  adjoommeitt  of  entries  relating  to  the  larter  meeting  are 

the  nir«  tiut;  [if  Auj^u-t    5  wen-  field  on  in  li.  67,  6S.  70,  and  tho'se  of  the  former 

the  same  day,  September  20.   The  for-  on  pages  71,  7a.   In  the  text  I  have 

mer  was  adjourned  to  September  33,  given  diem  their  pr^r  cbronolo^cal 

when  15  was  dissolved;  arfl  the  latter  sequence* 
was  continued  from  time  to  time  until 


Capt.  John  Dexter, 
M;  James  Kettell, 
M'  Thomas  Hills, 


Be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  Jn- 
structions for  the  Representative. 


Doctor  Jonathan  Forter, 


M'  Ezra  Sargeant, 

Mr  Samuel  Sprague, 


J 
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of  this  province,  that  you  do  not  give  them  the  smallest  degree  of 
Countenance,  but  that  you  treat  them  with  that  contempt,  indignatio:i 
&  abhorrance,  which  their  unparalled  perfiily  most  justly  descr\'es.  We 
do  not,  we  are  perswaded,  feel  or  express  an  undue  resentment  of 
these  unhappy  men,  but  to  see  men  acting  such  a  part  as  they  have 
acted  towards  their  native  Country,  calU  forth  the  highest  Jndignation 
of  every  virtuous,  of  every  brest. 

We  also  instruct  you,  if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of 
your  respected  fellow  senators  (in  whose  wisdom  &  integrity  we  have 
the  highest  confidence)  that  you  desire  the  members  of  the  constitu- 
tional Council  of  this  province,  to  resume  their  seats,  to  meet  together, 
&  proceed  to  such  acts  of  advice  &  authority,  as  they  shall  deem  meet, 
to  which  we  promise  to  yield  the  same  regard  as  though  the  hand  of 
power  had  not  driven  them  from  their  seats,  or  the  mean  the  contempt- 
ible wretches  we  but  now  mentioned  had  not  usurped  them. 

We  need  not  inform  you  of  our  firm,  our  deliberate  resolution,  rather 
to  risque  our  lives  &  fortunes  than  to  submit  to  these  unrighteous  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament,  which  pretend  to  regulate  the  government  of 
this  province  :  Nor  need  we  instruct  you  in  your  legislative  capacity,  to 
make  the  utmost  opposition  to  them.  Had  we  not  had  full  confidence 
in  you,  that  you  detested  these  acts  of  power  &  injustice,  we  should 
never  have  chosen  you  to  rei)resent  us  in  the  general  Asembly.  The 
people  in  this  province  are  a  free  and  a  brave  people,  &  we  are  deter- 
mined in  the  strength  of  our  Ood,  that  we  will,  in  spite  of  open  force 
&  private  treachery,  live  &  die  as  becomes  the  descendants  of  such 
ancestors  as  ours,  who  sacrificed  their  all  that  they  and  their  posterity 
might  be  free. 

Oct'  iS'**  Being  the  time  to  which  this  meeting  stands  adjourned : 
Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Jnhabitants  of  this  Town, 
whom  their  age  or  other  infirmities  do  not  incapacitate,  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  military  discipline. 

Votedy  That  all  the  Jnhabitants  be  desired  to  turn  out  on  the  muster 
the  r*  of  Novem'  next. 

Voted,  That  there  be  a  Committee  chosen  to  wait  upon  the  Commis- 
sion Officers  in  this  Town,  and  desire  them  to  muster  the  Jnhabitants, 
not  disqualified,  as  afore  said,  the  following  winter,  as  often  as  they 
shall  think  convenient. 

Voted,  The  ReV^  Peter  Thacher,  D'  Elisha  Story,  M'  Fzra  Sargeant,  M' 
James  Kettell  &  NP  Ezekiel  Jenkins  be  a  Committee  for  that  Purpose. 
The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  friday  Nov'  4.  after  lecture. 

Nov'  4"'  1774.  Being  the  Time  to  which  this  Meeting  stands 
adjourned ; 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN. 


J  'olcd^  To  accept  tbe  following  Report. 
7\y  ih€  Committee  appointed  by  the  Totvn  of  Maiden  — 
Waited  upon  the  Commision  Officers  of  the  Company  of  Foot  in 
said  'rovvu,  aud  request  them  to  muster  the  sokliL-rs  under  their  Com- 
mand as  often  as  they  shall  ihmk  convenient,  during  the  following 
Winter: 

Said  officers  answer  to  the  Request  in  the  IbUowing  nuuiner. 

That  they  are  willing  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  in  the  service  of 
the  Town,  &  of  this  oppressed  I -and,  &  are  hereby  willing  to  muster 
their  Company,  :ind  attend  upon  their  service  once  a  Fortnight,  until 
the  latter  end  of  December,  &  the  remaining  part  of  Winter  once 
a  Month,  if  the  Weather  is  such  as  it  will  do  to  muster  in,  provided 
the  Genttemen  in  the  Toim  will  encoarage  said  Officers  &  Company  in 
their  Muster  Bbmj^  Blamv 

Nathan  Lvndb 

Nov^  4, 1774.  WnxiAU  Waht. 

Veiedt  The  Rev^  M!  Peter  Thacher,  Capt.  Elxneser  Hamden,  Capt. 
John  Dexter,     James  KetteU,  Doctor  Misha  Stoiy,  Be  a  Committee 

to  prepare  an  Agreement  to  be  signed  by  all  persons  both  in  the  Alarm 
list,  &  in  the  training  list,  respecting  their  obedience  to  their  officers.** 
The  Meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  at  the  house  of  Ensign  William  Waitl  in  this  I'own. 
Nov*.  8, 1774.  Tbe  Town  being  convened  according  to  Adjournment, 
VQted,  To  accept  the  Agreement  drawn  up  by  the  afore  said  Com- 
mittee,  idiich  was  immediately  signed  by  the  Commission  Officers, 
&  most  of  y*  Jnhabitants  present. 

The  Meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  y*  17*^  instant  at 
5  o'clock  F.  M. 

Nov!  17.  1774.   The  meeting  was  furdier  adjourned  to  munday  next 

at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Nov'  21.  1774.  The  meetiiig  was  further  adjourned  to  this  day  fortnight 

in  the  evening. 

Dec!  4.  1 774.  Very  few  persons  attending,  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 


By  a  recent  rcaoludon  of  tbe  Pn>> 

vinci.il  Congress  one  quarter,  at  least, 
of  tbe  militia  was  enlisted  to  "equip 
and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  -w  the  ^.Iiordjst  nriticr."  These 
were  the  minute  men,  who  under  Cap- 
tain Blaney  inarched  on  the  morning  of 
the  TA\inL:ton  Alarm.  With  the  com 
missioned  officers  they  numbered 
acTenty*live  men,  n^ldi  tedkates  three 


hondred  men  as  the  nunber  of  the  en- 
rolled militia  of  the  town.  This  was 
stated  as  the  actual  number  by  the  late 
James  D.  Green,  of  Cambridge,  who  de* 
rived  his  information  from  Lis  f.ithtr, 
Corporal  Bernard  Green,  of  the  minute 
men.  Those  who  weic  not  in  tbe  cov 
pany  of  minute  men  Were  placed  upon 
the  alarm  list. 
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The  First  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  convened 
at  Salem,  October  7,  1 774.  and  was  dissolved  at  Cambridge, 
December  10.  In  it  Maiden  was  represented  by  Caplam 
Ebenezer  Harnden  and  Captain  John  Dexter.  The  former 
had  been  the  town's 
representative  in  the 
General  Court  since 
1765.  The  latter  had  preceded  him  in  that  office,  and  both  had 
commanded  the  Maiden  militia.  Each  had  reached  the  alloiied 
age  of  man  and  they  had  long  been  known  as  among  the 
ablest  and  most  patriotic  of  the  men  of  the  little  town.  The 
Provincial  Congress,  in  its  several  sessions,  existed  until  July 
9,  1775,  when  the  occasions  which  had  made  it  necessary 
were  past,  and  it  was  dissolved,  giving  place  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  which  resumed  its  silliness,  July  19,  and  in 
which  Maiden  was  represented  by  Ezra  Sargeant. 

The  loni;  town  meeting,  which  was  dissolved  December  4, 
1774,  was  followed  by  another,  whicli  held  its  sessions  at  times 
from  December  19  to  February  9.  In  January  the  town  voted, 
"To  accept  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  &  Provincial  Con- 
gresses so  far  as  they  are  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Town;" 
and  a  strong  committee,  with  the  representatives  at  its  head, 
was  chosen  to  "  Be  a  Committee  of  Inspecti  ^n  and  Observation, 
who  are  to  use  their  Endeavours  to  carry  said  resolutions  into 
Execution."'*  Later  it  was  "  I'oUf/,  That  the  Town  will  adhere 
to  tlie  laws  of  the  province,  as  if  they  could  be  executed,  and 
discountenance  those  that  violate  them." 

About  the  same  time  a  collection  was  made  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  were  suffering  from  the  oi)crations  of  the  Fort  Bill 
in  Boston;  and  t!ie  Rev.  Peter Thacher,  tlic  Rev.  Eliakim  Willis, 
and  Nathaniel  Jenkins,  Jr.,  were  chosen  "to  take  Care  of  the 
Money  that  may  be  collected  for  the  Town  of  Boston.  &  to 
write  a  letter  of  apology,  if  the  smallness  of  the  smn  shall  render 
it.  in  their  opinion  neccessary."  The  contribution  of  the  town 

This  conmiiltec  was  composetl  of  William  Waitc.  (  a[»tain  Benjamin 
Captain  John  Dexter,  Captain  Eb«nezer  Itlniu  y,  F./r.^  .'^  irgi-  int,  David  SaTgeAQl, 
Hanideii,    Joseph    Uowaid,   Ensign    Samuel  Baldwin,  and  Dr.  KUsha  Stofy. 
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was  received  in  Boston,  January  24;  and  the  records  of  the 
Boston  committee  present  in  detaul  the  humble  offering  of  the 
farmers  of  Maiden  to  their  suffering  brethren  in  Boston* 

Maiden,  Rev.  Mr.  Willis'  parish, 

a  loads  wood,  i  pr.  women's  shoes,  t  T(H>  <tf  hay,  t. 
Maiden,  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher*s  parish,  15." 

In  the  frequent  meetings  of  the  winter  and  spring  votes  in 
relation  to  military  matters  are  common;  for  the  townsmen, 
like  their  fellows  of  the  other  towns,  now  saw  that  the  days  of 
remonstrance  and  petition  had  passed. 

[Jan.  6.  1 7 75 J  Voted  To  reconimenU  to  the  commission  officers, 
(when  they  shall  think  proper)  to  make  a  critical  review  of  the  arms, 
ammunition  &  accoutriments,  of  every  Inhabitant  of  this  Town. 

[Feb.  9.3  Vofedf  To  recommend  to  Capt.  Blany,  that  he  calls  his 
Company  together  once  next  week  for  military  disdpUne,  &  twice  a 
week  afterward  till  march  meeting. 

VoUd,  That  Capt.  Blany  shall  regulate  his  list  according  to  law,  ex- 
empting none  under  60  years  of  age,  but  those  that  are  exempted  by 
law. 

[March  13.]  Valedf  That  each  person  who  shall  enlist  to  train  one 
half  (lay  every  week,  till  the  first  of  May  next,  shall  be  entitled  to  one 

shilling  for  each  miBter,  in  Case  he  exercises  three  hours. 

Vokd,  That  the  Captain  sliall  enlist  any  able  bodied  men  above  16 
years  of  age  6:  under  50,  who  for  the  service  above  said  shall  be  entitle 
to  said  pay. 

[March  27.]  Voied^  That  some  part  of  the  Town's  stock  of  Ammuni- 
tion be  made  up  in  Cartrages. 

Votedi  That  if  any  Intelligence  should  arrive  that  shall  render  it 

necessary  in  the  Judgiiient  of  the  Selei  ttnen  for  the  town  in  general  to 
be  together  at  or  before  the  adjournment  that  they  order  the  Constables 
to  warn  ilie  Inhabitants  to  attend. 

On  Monday,  April  17,  the  town  again  met,  when  Dr.  Elisha 
Story  ^'  and  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  were  added  to  the  Com- 

^*  Abstract  in  N,  E,  Hist.amt Geiieal .  he  studied  medicine,  joined  (be  Sons  of 

Rtgister,  XXX  376  J.il>crty,  and  was  one  of  the  .Mnhauks 

Dr.  Elisha  Story  was  a  son  of  who  destroyed  the  tea  at  Gritiiu's  %vharf. 

William  Story,  who  was  deputy-register  In  1774  he  removed  to  Maiden  with  his 

of  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  at  the  family,  and  look  an  active  part  in  the 

time  of  the  Stamp  Act  riots  in  1765.  affairs  of  the  town,  especially  in  those 

He  was  bom  in  l?oston,  December  3,  .iff airs  which  were  connected  with  the 

I743i  stnd  was  a  pupil  of  John  Lovell  at  political  questions  of  the  day.  He 

the  Latin  SchooL  After  leaving  school  joined  in  the  assault  on  the  British 
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mittec  of  Correspondence ;  nnd  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
the  following  Thursday.  Before  the  voters  met  again  the  shot 
which  severed  the  colonies  from  Great  Britain  was  fired.  Early 
on  the  morninc^  of  April  19,  it  is  said,  a  horseman  came  furiously 
along  the  Mcdford  Road,  crying,  as  he  came,  in  the  stillness  of 
the  night :  "  The  regulars  are  out  I  "  When  he  came  to  the  door 
of  Ketteli's  Tavern  no  one  was  stirring ;  but  in  a  short  time  its 
west  room  began  to  fill  with  the  excited  villagers.  The  meet- 
ing house  bell  was  rung;  messengers  were  hastily  despatched 
to  the  other  parts  of  the  town ;  and  the  horseman  departed  to 
spread  the  news  farther  away.  The  minute  men  were  mustered, 
as  they  came,  on  the  little  green  in  front  of  the  tavern,  in  which 
their  officers  were  in  consultation;  and  during  the  morning 
they  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Thomas  Gardner  to  march  to 
Watertown.  Women  and  children,  says  tradition,  followed 
them  as  they  marched  to  the  beats  of  Winslow  Sargeant's 
drum  across  the  bridge  and  up  the  hill  which  has  now  nearly 
disappeared.  Along  the  same  hill  had  marched  their  fathers 
to  former  wars,  and  over  the  same  way  have  marched  their  de- 
scendants at  a  later  day — all  in  defence  of  that  which  makes  life 
a  blessing. 


troops  during  their  retreat  from  Lexing- 

tnn,  .Tin!  nt  the  battle  of  I?iiiiki-r 

Hill  as  surgcun  of  Colonel  Little's  regi- 
ment, lie  passed  the  night  after  the 

l.Ttti  r  hattlc  in  caring  for  the  wounded 
on  Winter  Hill.  Ht;  took  part  in  the 
campai^^n  around  New  Vork,  and  was  at 
th  battles  of  White  Plains  and  Trenton. 
Removing  his  family  from  Maiden,  he 
Settled  at  Marbiehcad,  and  was  a  SUC* 
cessful  physician  until  his  di-ith,  August 
27,  1805.  He  was  twice  mairied.  and 
had  twenty-one  children,  of  whom  the 
eldest  was  the  c<,K 'm  ttud  iurl'.t.  Ti'"^eph 
Siory  of  the  Unucd  States  Supreme 
Court. 

Although  Dr.  Story  wa<;  rt  m<'ml)cr  of 
an  important  committee  f)f  tlic  it>wn,  as 
Stated  in  the  texi.  .md  u.is  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  the 
selectmen  did  not  hesitate  to  give  him 
the  warning  which  was  usually  served 


upon  new  comen,  by  irii{di  the  town 

e^c.nix  l  ]i>»>ible  liabQitie*  under  the 
pauper  laws. 

T9  Mr  Jnepk  Lyndf,  ju".  CmstaUe  tf 
the  Tmcti  ■/   '\fMdcn.  Gr,  hn^-. 

'•  In  his  Majcsity's  name  you  are  re- 
quired forthwith  to  warn  Doctor  £lisha 

Storv  &  Rurh  \\U  .  wlu)  <  .iiiie  into 
the  l  own  from  IJoston  alwut  the  middle 
of  June  but.  that  thev  forthwith  depart 
out  of  this  town,  X  rfi  it  thf^y  carry 
with  them  their  children,  vii.  John, 
Tabitha,  Abiel.  Elislta  &  William,  that 
none  of  them  be  any  1  nsicr  resident 
herein.  And  then  make  return  of  this 
warrant  with  your  doings  hereon  to  me 
the  ."subset il)cr.  Dated  in  Maiden  v 
day  of  June  1775.  By  Order  of  the 
Sdectmen. 

The  warrant  was  served  the  next 
day. 
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The  Minute  Men  of  Malden. 

A  Role  of  the  Company  of  the  Militea  that  Went  to  Watertown  By 

order  of  the  Late  Col'.'  Gardner  upon  the  alarm  on  the  19  Day  of  aprU 
1775  and  from  there  to  Resist  the  MioistenU  troops  wider  the  Com- 
mand of  Capi  Benj*  iilauey. 

Benj*  Blaney  Cap! 
Nathan  Lyndes  Lieu»  William  Wait  Second  Liiil 

Amos  Shute  Serjant  Nehemiah  Oaks  iierjant 

Jabes  Lyndes  Setjant 
Micab  Wait  Coi!  Bernard  Green  CoiJ 

Jacob  Parker  Coil  Nathan  £aton  CoiT 

Winslow  Sargeant  Drum*' 


John  Ramsdd 

EztaSaigeant 

Daniel  Breeding 

Joseph  Lyndes  J* 

Ezra  Hawkes 

Elnathan  Breeding' 

L^ra  Howard 

James  ^^  ;uie 

Benj*  Brown 

lolin  \  iTiton 
jvjiiii  >  111 k \j  1 1 

K  n  rv  rf  H 1 1    1 1 1 

LTv  II  iJtJiWlL 

Jacob  Sargeant 

Gidiua  W  UUams 

Charles  Hill 

William  Sprague 

Jacob  Pratt 

1-hinehas  Spraguc  J". 

Bcnj"  Lyndes 

Daniel  Chadwick 

Edward  NewhaJl 

John  Pratt 

Thomas  Wait  y*  3 

James  Green 

Eben'  Payne 

William  Upham 

Silas  Sargeant 

John  Grover  y*  3 

Ezra  Upham 

E/ekicl  Jenkins 

John  Wait  J". 

Ezekiel  Jenkins  J" 

John  Grover,  J* 

David  W  ait 

Joseph  Floyd 

John  Gould 

William  Dexter 

William  Low 

Naler  Hatch 

Jonathan  Gardner 

Joseph  HolloweU 

Daniel  Waters 

Stephen  Tufts 

John  Jenkins 

Joseph  Jenkins 

Samuel  Wait 

Francis  Phillips 

Phinehas  Sprague 

ITnite  Cox 

•  Bernard  Ncwhall 

David  lJucknam 

Benj^  Grover 

Nathan  Parker 

Wiiliam  (iiU 

Ebeu'  Wait 

Richartl  Dexter 

John  Grover  y*  4 

Joseph  Barret  J° 

Timothy  Tufts 

Stephen  Pain  ]* 

David  Howaid 

Samuel  Hollovell 

Benj*  Sprague  J' 

Joseph  Lyndes 

Benj*  Blanev  eptu,^ 

Archives :  RfV.  Kolh.,x\.20^-  twenty  milts  travel,  "out  and  home." 

They  were  paid  for  one  day's  service  at  and  the  others  for  thirty-four  miles, 

the  foltowinir  rates:  captain,  4s.  4d.;  The  total  amount  was  £1^  4s- >  for 

lieutenant,  3s.;  second  licnt»  nant,  2s.  which  the  Council  orrl  i  :1  a  warrant  to 

Sd.;  sergeants,  IS.  Sd.;  corporals,  IS.  6d.;  be  drawn,  February  7,  1777.  Captain 

dmininer,  la.  4Sd.;  and  privates,  is.  4d.  Blaney*s  company  vras  the  fourth  in  the 

The  last  fonrteen  names  were  allowed  for  first  regimciit  of  Middlesex  militia. 
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It  was  late  when  the  Maiden  company  marched  from  Kettell's 
Tavcm  ,  but  small  parties  of  exempts  or  of  men  who  belonged 
to  the  militia,  but  were  not  enlisted  with  the  minute  men,  pre- 
ceded them  by  several  hours.  When  the  company  reached  the 
bridc^e  in  Medford  they  were  met  by  an  officer  wliu  halted 
thcin  for  some  time,  to  await,  it  is  supposed,  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  troops;  and  it  was  nearly  noon  when  they 
were  ordered  to  march  to  Menotomy,  now  Arlington,  towards 
which  the  country  people  had  been  moving  all  the  morning,  at 
first  from  curiosity  and  later  with  the  intention  of  cutting  off 
Straggling  parlies  or  anno\  in[^  the  troops  on  their  return. 

During  the  forenoon  rt-inforccments  under  Lord  Percy  had 
gone  out  from  Boston  to  the  assistance  of  the  expedition,  which, 
after  the  atVairs  of  the  morning  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  was 
now  threatened  l)y  the  uprising  of  the  country  at  all  points.  In 
their  rear,  too  far  for  their  safety  as  it  proved,  was  a  sergeant's 
guard  of  twelve  men  convoying  two  str[)ply  wagons  loaded  with 
ammunition  ami  provisions.  They  became  sej^arated  from  the 
main  body  in  Cambridge,  and  at  Menotonn-  were  brcmght  to  a 
stand  by  a  number  of  coiintrj'  people,  who  are  said  by  some 
authorities  to  have  been  led  by  the  Rev.  Phillips  Payson.  the 
pastor  of  Chelsea,  Others,  on  the  authority  i-«f  town  traditions, 
claim  that  Daniel  Lamson,  variously  called  a  half-breed  Indian 
and  a  mtdatto,  concei\-ed  the  ])lan  of  capturing  the  guard.  The 
Americans,  houe\er,  were  unable  to  accomj)hsh  more  than  to 
annoy  and  impede  the  men,  who  were  bewildered  and  supposed 
thr\'  were  out  of  their  road.  The  wagons  were  haUcd  near  the 
meeting  house, not  far  from  the  junction  of  the  Le.xingtijn  and  Med> 
ford  Roads;  and  allhougli  the  men  were  confusc-d,  they  held  at 
bay  the  country  people,  who  were  indulging  in  desultory  firing 
from  behind  a  wall.  They  had  been  in  this  coniiition  some  time 
when  the  Maiden  men  coming  iif),  un[)ercei\  ed  until  close  at  hand, 
made  several  pri!=;oncrs  and  took  their  stores  and  arms  with  little 
difficulty.  In  this  affair  two  of  the  guard  were  killed  ami  =:rv<Tal 
wounded  by  the  country  people  before  the  minute  men  arrived.'* 

^0  For  the  statements  ben  made  I  of  Cambridge,  whose  father,  Bernaid. 
was  indebted  to  the  late  James  D.  Green,  Green,  then  a  corporal  of  the  Maiden 
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The  fugitives  from  Concord  met  Percy's  command  near 
Lexington  about  Ivu  o'clock;  and  after  an  hour's  rest,  of  which 
they  were  sorely  in  need,  the  retreat  was  resumed.  Their  route 
was  marked  by  butchery  and  pillage.  They  were  pressed  and 
harassed  by  the  militia  and  farmers  of  Middlesex  and  Hssev, 
who  hung  upon  their  rear,  came  upon  them  out  of  unexpected 
cross-roads,  or  hred  upon  them  from  fences,  hedges,  and  trees. 
Tradition  is  silent  as  to  the  part  which  the  Maiden  men  [)er- 
formcd  in  the  work  of  the  afternoon,  except  that  the  minute 
men  kept  toi^ethcr  and  followed  tlie  retreating  troops  to  Charles- 
town  Ncck.^   As  they  passed  over  Wiater  Hill,  the  bayonets 


company,  was  an  eye  witness  of  the 
events  and  a  participator  in  them.  The 

?itf>ry  of  ihc  capture  of  lln.-  f^u.ird  at 
Menutomy  has  been  told  in  many  ways. 
The  Piitttuyivauia  Joum^  May  24, 1775, 
•ays  it  WA»  m  uii  liy  "n  party  of  the 
militia,"  and  iaier.  August  2,  it  says, 
"The  Rev.  Mr,  Payson,  of  Chelsea,  in 
Massachu»ett-t  Hriv,  a  mitd,  thoughtful, 
sensible  man,  .it  the  ht:.id  of  a  party  of 
his  owd  j  ariiih,  attacked  a  parly  of  the 
regiil.irs,  kilted  some  and  took  the  rest 
prisoners."  These  statements  may  be 
found  in  Moore,  Diary  of  the  Amn-ican 
Rnolutwn,  i.  66.  Gordon,  History  of  the 
Rise,&'c.,of  the  Indef<(ii,ienc€  of  the  United 
StuteSf  i.  313,  a  u.>.eful  but  often  inaccu- 
rate author,  gives  the  leadership  to  Mr. 
Payson ;  while  Thaxter  in  The  United 
Sttttes  Ltteriiry  Guzitte.  cited  by  Everett, 
Orations  and  SpetJus,  i.  i03,  claims  it  for 
the  Rev.  Edward  Urook.s  of  Medford. 
Everett,  who  was  by  marriage  a  relative 
of  Orooks,  does  not  credit  the  story. 
Frothingham,  Sies;e  of  Boston,  75,  repeats 
Gordon's  statement  and  s.iys  that  Lam- 
son, "a  half  Indian,  distinguished  him- 
self in  tlie  affair.**  Bancroft,  History  of 
theUuiled Statt-s,  1 2th.  ed,,  vii.  307,  follow- 
ing Gordon,  H;iys  that  the  wagons  "were 
waylaid  an<l  captured  by  Payson.  the  min- 
ister of  (.'ln  l>e.i."  Smith,  U'l  sfOtmbridt^e 
«M  the  Aineteenth  of  April,  1776,  28,  29, 
gives  the  honor  of  the  capture  to  twelve 
exempts,  led  by  I.amson,  who  is  now 
called  a  mulatto;  but  bis  too  circum- 
ttantial  account  followed  by  the  ridicu* 
lous  atoiy  ol  the  inglorious  surrender  of 


six  grenadiers  to  "  mother  Batherick," 
who  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement  was 

peacefully  digging  dandelions  on  the 
banks  of  Spy  Pond,  has  not  gained 
credit  with  later  writers.  Hudson,  ////. 

r  !'/■  L>-xift^cn,  199,  says  tli.it  wIuIl- 
Lam.-.uu  may  have  been  the  leader  at 
Menotomy,  Payson  may  "  have  been  the 
instigator,  and  an  active  leader  at  some 
other  point ; "  while  Paige,  Hutory  of 
C!iMwAr«(pr.  411,  alludes  to  the  story  only 
in  a  note  of  seven  linos,  and  credit^  the 
exploit  to  "  a  clozcn  exempts."  Almon, 
Remtmh-auur,  1 7  7  5. 69,  says ;  At  Men- 
otomy,  a  few  of  our  men  attacked  a 
party  of  twelve  of  the  enemy,  |<art\ing 
stores  and  pro\'i^ns  to  the  troops) 
killed  one  of  them,  wounded  several, 
made  the  rest  prisoners,  and  iocik  pos- 
session of  all  their  arms,  storas,  provia- 
Ions,  &c.,  without  any  loss  on  our  side." 
The  Chelsea  militia,  under  Captain 
Samuel  Spraj-ue,  m.irched  in  a  com|>;iny 
on  the  Lexington  Alarm,  but  a  body  uf 
Mr.  Payson's  parishioners,  with  their 
pastor,  may  have  joined  themselves  with 
the  Maiden  company  and  been  at  the 
attack.  The  story,  as  given  in  the  text, 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  other  ac- 
counts. Corporal  Green  was  a  man  of 
intelligence  and  character,  and  his  state* 
ment  is  entitled  to  credence. 

^'  Thomas.  Timothy,  and  £xra  Vin- 
ton of  the  Vinton  neighborhood,  now 
Melrose  Highland.s.  but  then  .1  j'.irt  of 
Stoneham.  marched  with  the  minute 
men  of  the  latter  town.  Some  of  the 
north  end  men  marched  with  the  minute 
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of  the  British  advance  were  glintiDg  in  the  rays  of  the  descend- 
ing sun  on  the  slope  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  regiment  of 
Colonel  Pickering  was  seen  pushing  rapidly  along  the  Medford 
Road.  Had  the  Essex  men  not  -  been  obliged  to  stop  for  rest 
and  refreshment  in  Malden»  they  would  have  intercepted  the 
British  force  before  it  could  have  got  around  Prospect  Hill,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  suflfering  as  they  were  from  ex- 
haustion, might  have  been  captured.  However,  a  merciful 
Providence  may  have  averted  a  serious  disaster  to  the  American 
cause ;  for  the  ease  with  which  the  British  troops  could  have 
been  reinforced  from  Boston  and  the  exposed  and  helpless 
condition  of  the  town  of  Charlestown  suggest  possibilities  of  a 
great  calamity.  It  is  thought  that  some  such  considerations 
influenced  General  Heath  when  he  ordered  the  provincials  to 
cease  the  pursuit  at  Charlestown  Common. 

Some  of  the  Maiden  men  returned  to  their  homes  that  night. 
Others  remained  until  the  next  day.  They  bivouacked  on  the 
Somerville  hills  or  the  plains  of  Cambridge,  and  formed,  with 
others,  the  first  of  that  rapidly  increasing  army  which  in  a  few 
days  encircled  Boston  from  the  hills  of  Chelsea  to  Dorchester 
Point" 


men  from  KeftellV  Tavern,  while  others 
took  a  shorter  route  atross  the  country 
to  the  Lodagton  Road.  After  they  had 
left  the  women  filled  saddle-hags  with 
food  and  despatched  Israel  Cook,  with  a 
hor»e  belonging  to  Phineas  Sprague, 
after  them.  Meeting  the  British  on 
their  retreat  his  horse  was  killed ;  but 
he  shouldered  the  bags  and  wantiered 
about  until  he  met  his  friendSt  who  were 
in  need  of  the  refreshments  which  he 
carried. 

Among  those  who  went  out  upon  the 
early  alam  was  John  Edmands,  who 

lived  in  the  north-east  pnrt  of  \hv  t>)\Mi. 
near  the  Chelsea  line,  and  a  boy  named 
Kreedea,  who  was  probably  from 
(Jhelica.  near  Black  Ann's  C'orner.  The 
latter  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  and 
was  unarmed,  bat  he  said  he  would  get 
a  gun  if  ill  y  would  let  him  go.  While 
they  were  following  the  troops  in  the 
afternoon,  he  became  so  daring  that 


Phineas  Sprague,  one  of  the  minute  men, 
called  attention  to  him  several  times  and 
remarked  that  be  would  be  killed.  Ob- 
serving  one  of  the  soldiers  lagging,  he 
borrowed  a  gun  and  followed  him. 
When  the  others  came  up  he  had  killed 
the  soldier  and  was  eating  the  ration 
which  his  dead  enemy  had  provided. 
Artemas  Barrett,  in  Mdme  JmrmU 
April  17,  1875. 

When  the  Maiden  company  passed 
the  foot  of  Prospect  Hill  the  body  of  a 
British  soldier  lay  on  the  grass  before  a 
house  In  which  he  had  been  killed.  He 
was  seen  to  enter  the  house  and  w.ts 
followed  by  some  Americans  who  de- 
spatched Mm  with  tbeir  bayonets.  This 
is  tlif  st'  iv  .IS  told  by  Bernard  Green. 
Frothingham,  Siege  0/  Boston,  78,  states, 
on  the  authority  of  William  B.  Sbedd, 
that  the  -r  lilicrwas  "shot  through  the 
window  as  he  was  pilfering." 

>^  Wright,  ifi^orkal  DtfcourUt  so^ 
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On  the  approach  of  the  British  troops  in  the  afternoon,  great 
consternatton  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  of  CharlestowUi 
and  many,  especially  women  and  children,  fled  along  the  marsh 
to  Medford  or  across  Penny  Feny  to  Maiden.  Later  others 
from  Boston  and  Charlestown  joined  them,  and  many  strangers 
claimed  the  hospitality  of  the  Maiden  people.  Those  who 
were  able  to  do  military  duty  were  obliged  to  join  the  militia 
of  the  town  for  the  common  defence. 

When  the  time  arrived  to  which  the  town  meeting  had  been 
adjourned,  it  is  said  that  those  of  the  voters  who  had  returned 
to  their  homes  were  too  tired  or  too  busy  to  attend  to  town 
matters;  and  the  clerk  was  obliged  to  make  the  following 
record ;  — 

April  20,  1775,  Being  the  time  to  which  this  meeting  stands  ad- 
journed, i^cu.g  but  few  persons  presmt  the  meeting  was  further  ad- 
journed till  to>morrow  morning  at  9  o'Cloclc. 

On  the  morrow  the  town  met,  and  the  selectmen  were 
instructed  to  '*  make  provision  for  a  juilitary  watch  for  a  fort- 
night at  the  Town's  Expence;  "  and  a  committee,  composed  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Perkins,  Ebenezer  Barrett,  Captain  Ebene/cr 
Harnden,  Lieutenant  Amos  Upham,  Captain  John  Dexter, 
Joseph  Lynde,  and  Thomas  Waite,  was  chosen  "  to  supply  the 
military  company  of  this  Town  with  provision  if  called  to 
action." 

This  meeting,  which  was  convened  March  6,  was  not  dis- 
solved until  May  8,  By  it  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  Captain 
Benjamin  Blaney,  and  Ezra  Sargeant  were  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  at  Cambridge  "  for  directions  in  re.;ulating  the 
guard  in  thi;?  Town,  and  in  any  other  matters  that  may  concern 
our  Safel)'."  A  guard  was  raised,  composed  of  twelve  men, 
who  were  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  a  month  for  their 
services ;  ^  and  Naler  Hatch,  who  had  followed  the  sea  in  his 

snv<5  that   the  alarm  list,  comprising  and  brethren  in  hnttle."   Thi<5  i'?  ab-nt  tl. 

about  sixty  men  under  Captain  Naler  The  enemy  was  safe  in  Charlestown ; 

Hatch,  was  posted  at  Beadiam's  Point  and  the  whole  company  was  moving  to- 

during  the  d.iy.    "  Returning  to  town  at  wards  Boston  — not  awny  fmm  it 
night,  a  number  requested  leave  to  go  This  is  the  first  mention  of  dollar* 

to  Concord;  and  before  morning,  they  in  the  records  of  the  town, 
were  on  their  way  to  join  their  ftien^ 
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early  life  and  was  already  in  command  of  the  alarm  list,  "a 
stout  built  man,  rather  rasli  in  temper,  and  Eery  in  zeal,"  was 
appointed  its  captain.^  About  the  same  time  the  provincial 
Committee  of  Safe^  passed  the  foiiowtng  resolution. 

[April  14*  X775>]  Eesa&fed,  That  the  iDhabitaots  of  Chelsea  and 
Matden  be*  and  hereby  are,  absolutely  forbidden  to  <ire  upon,  or  other* 

wise  injure  any  seamen  belonging  to  the  navy  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Graves,  unless  fired  upon  by  them,  until  the  said  inhabitants 
of  Chelsea  and  Maiden  receive  orders  from  this  committee  or  the 
general  of  the  provincial  forces  so  to  do.** 

This  was  probably  intended  to  prevent  immediate  hostilities, 
which  the  provincial  leaders  were  hardly  ready  to  meet,  and 
which  might  have  been  brought  on  at  any  moment  by  a  colli- 
sion between  the  inhabitants  or  the  militia  and  small  parties 
from  the  ships,  which  lay  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mystic,  who 
might  attemj)t  to  forage  upon  the  neighboring  shores.  The 
Maiden  men  had  occupied  Bcacham's  Point  to  protect  the  town 
on  the  day  of  the  Lexington  Alarm,  and  still  continued  therr. 

Two  days  later  the  Committee  of  Safety,  being  better  pre- 
pared or  assured  that  the  people  of  Mystic  Side  and  Winaisim* 
met  could  defend  themselves, 

Reso/'i'iui,  That  the  resolve  of  the  tvventy-fourth  instant,  respecting 
the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  an  i  M  ildcn,  be  recoo&ideredj  and  OnUred, 
that  it  be  immediately  remanded ;  also, 

Resolved^  That  the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  and  Maiden  be  hereby 
desired,  to  put  themselves  in  the  best  state  of  defence,  and  exert  Hie 
same  in  such  manner,  as  under  their  circumstances,  their  judgments 
may  direct* 

Soon  after  the  inhabitants,  in  view  of  the  exposed  condition 
of  the  southern  portion  of  the  town,  at  a  meeting*  May  i, 

Vokd,  Rcvl  Peter  Thacher,  Capt.  Benj^  Blany,  Mr  Ezra  Sargeant, 
be  a  Committee  to  go  with  the  Committee  of  Chelsea,  or  without  them, 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  &  request  of  them  some  assistance  ibr  our 
Sifety.* 

*  \tA^^,mst0rit«t Ditrntrteyyiyi),  tween  the  inhabitants  of  Maiden  and 
24  those  within  the  Uritish  lines  as  tMC  St 

«  Journals  CffmmiUeeo/  Safety^  522.     the  la«t  of  May.   The  following  paper 

*  Ibid.,  533.  relate*  to  a  pan  which  had  been  ob- 

*  Some  commonicattoD  was  held  be-  tained  from  the  English  admiial  for 
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The  answer  to  this  request  is  given  in  the  following:  — 

In  CommUtee  of  Safety  May  ji  IJ75  Cambridge,    Voted,  that  two 

Companies  be  raised  in  the  Towns  of  Maiden  &  Chelsea  for  the  defence 
of  the  Sea  Coast  of  said  Towns,  the  said  Companies  to  bo  Toin'd  to 
such  Rcgiiiiciits  in  future,  as  they  may  be  ordered  to,  shouiii  there  he 
occabiun  or  tlischarge  them  from  service  as  soon  as  the  publick  good 
will  admit  of  it  and  that  Capt  Benjamin  Blaney  \o/  Malden\  &  Capt 
\Samucl'\  Sprague  \of  Chebea\  be  furnished  with  a  set  of  beating 
Orders  each  Ibr  said  purpose.  William  Cooi>cr  Setff,^ 

In  accordance  %rith  this  vote  a  second  company  was  raised 
in  Maiden,  which,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Hatch,  was 
posted  at  Beacham's  Point,  watching  the  landing  places  there 
and  at  Penny  Ferry.  Under  the  date  of  May  15  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety 

Votedf  Ihut  Capt.  Naler  Hatch  [with  the]  Maldea  company  be 
assigned  to  CoL  Gudner's  r^ment,  but  they  are  to  lemaia  in  Maiden 
unUl  the  special  order  of  C<4.  Gardner  shall  be  received  for  their  at- 
tendance elsewhere." 


some  purjiuse.  From  the  situation  and 
condition  of  tin-  recip*u:iits,  it  is  r.ot  im- 
possible that  they  were  engaged  in  fur. 
nishing  sapplies  to  the  inAabitants  of 
Host  in  ;  vt  t  it  seems  hardly  rt  ivoti.ilile 
to  suppose  that  such  could  be  the  case, 
as  the  provincial  leaden  had  akeady  de- 
termined to  take  the  live  stock  from  the 
islands  and  destroy  such  supplies*  as 
could  net  be  removed.  Ebeneter  Ptatt 

w.is  a  l)()ritman  fiv  occupation  and  lived 
near  .MouUon's  Ii^land;  and  John  Nichols, 
Jr.,  occupied  one  of  the  bouses  at  Beach* 
am's  Pnint  which  wcrr  \  a(.atefl  to  m:ike 
room  for  the  men  of  Captain  Hatch. 

"  7^  the  HotmtnMe  C9mmtttte  «f 
Safety  silting  in  dnt^n'Ji:^. 

Centltmtu  This  may  Certify  you  that 
Ebens^  Pratt  John  Nickots.  M' 
John  I'arrf  rt  ^t'■  !nhn  N'irknls  T'ln' 
are  persons  who  may  be  coufukil  iti, 
that  they  will  not  take  any  advantage 
of  a  Pa-<s  which  haii  been  obtained  for 
them  from  Sam'  Graves.  Vice  Admiral 
of  the  Blue,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
Common  ratise  in  which  we  arc  all 
engaged,  desiring  at  the  Same  time  that 
you  will  lay  them  under  such  restric- 
tions in  every  fespett  as  you  shall  Ju4g$ 
necessary. 


Signed  by  older  h  in  the  name  of 

til'.-  Selectmen,  the  Commiticcs  of  ("or- 
re^ipondencc  &  Inspection  of  the  Town 
of  Maiden  Peter  THACUBa 

Klisha  Stury. 
Maiden,  May  25*,  1775." 
Afass.  ArckhiieSf  cuxviii.  76, 
2^  Ibid.,  csdTi.  39. 
Jeumels  CemmiUte  of  Safety,  54S. 
A  roll  nf  this  ronipanv  "jhows  the  fol- 
lowing li~t  nf  olitcers  and  musicians- 
Cap'.  Nail- r  Hatch  Mauldcn 
Leul  Nathan  Katon  do 
Ensign  John  Vezee  Boston 
Serg'.  Elijah  Caswell  Mauldcn 
.Scrg*.  Henj  '  C  rover  do 
.Serg<.  Harnabas  Newhall  do 
Serg'.  Unite  Cox  do 
Corp'.  Edward  ThompaOll  Eynn 
C:orp>.  Charles  HiU  Mautden 
[Fifer]  Naler  Hatch  do 
Drum:  Oliver  Donnell  Lynn. 

Of  the  privates  from  other  towns,  there 
were  two  each  from  Boston,  Charles* 
town,  and  Reading,  including  ^Baccns 
a  Net;ni  "  from  the  latter  place,  and  one 
each  from  Stoneham,  Mcwbary,  and 
Townsend. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety>  held  May  14,  it  was 

Resolved^  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  all  the  live  stock  be 
tiiken  from  Noddle's  island,  Hog  island,  Snake  islaud,  and  from  that 

part  of  Chelsea  near  the  sea  coast,  and  be  driven  b:i(  k  :  and  that  the 
execution  of  this  business  be  committed  to  the  comiuiitces  of  corre- 
spondence and  selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Medford,  Maiden,  Chelsea, 
and  Lynn,  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  such  a  number  of  men  as 
they  shall  need,  from  the  regiment  now  at  Medfoid." 

The  expedition  which  marched  to  the  islands  during  the  fore- 
noon of  Saturday,  May  27,  to  carry  into  execution  the  deter- 
mination of  the  committee,  was  not  entirely  a  niilitarv  one,  as 
it  required  the  services  of  drovers  as  well  as  soldiers,  and  many 
Maiden  men  were  with  the  party  in  the  former  capacity;  while 
the  militia  company  of  Captain  Rlaney  is  said  to  have  formed  a 
portion  i)f  the  small  detachment  whicli  supported  it.  Later  a 
reinforcement  of  three  hundred  men  under  General  Israel  Put- 
nam, who  was  accompanied  by  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  with  two 
piece?  of  cannon,  was  sent  to  Winnisimmet.  This  afTair,  wliich 
cuntinued  until  Sunday  f(.)ren()on,  has  been  di<^nified  by  the 
name  of  the  battle  of  Noddle's  Island,  of  Hog  Island,  or  of 
Chelsea.  Hloodless  on  the  side  of  the  Americans,  with  the 
exception  of  four  wounded,  it  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  three 
or  tour  luindied  cattle,  the  burninij;  of  a  house  and  barn  and  a 
schooner,  the  taking  of  twelve  swivels  anrl  four  small  cannon 
fi\Mn  the  enemy,  and  a  major-<;cnerars  commission  for  General 
Putnanj."^'^  Its  success  increased  the  ardour  of  the  troops  and 
contributed  not  a  little  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  attempt  to 
fortify  and  hold  the  heicjhts  of  Charlestown. 

During  this  ex  entful  year  the  town  met  often,  continuing  its 
meetings  from  time  to  time  by  adjournment  that  tiie  helpful 
machinery  of  the  town  meeting  might  be  always  in  order.  Thus 
the  meeting,  the  transactions  of  which  we  have  followed  unto 
May  8,  was  succeeded  by  one  which  continued  from  May  20  to 
July  6,  and  that  was  followed  by  another,  which  held  its  sessions 
at  times  from  July  10  to  September  i.  At  a  meeting,  June  8,  it 

*  Journals  CommitUe  of  Safely,  545.      !<au  Rnohiti^n,  i,  S5.    rf  Fr.nl-.ingh.iui, 
See  a  contemporary  account  of   History  of  tiu  SiVc  of  Boston,  icxi:  u  d 
tibis  affair  in  Moore,  Diary  «f  tkt  Amtr^   Suaaer,  Hisi*>ry Baa  Bnton,  37 1  -359. 
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was  recorded  that  in  view  of  an  adjournment,  "  Rev^  M'  Thacbcr 
bo  desired  to  mention  it  on  Sabbath  evening."  At  the  same 
time,  as  the  necessity  seemed  imminent,  Samuel  Sprague, 
Samuel  Sprague,Jr.,  and  Bernard Greeu  were  chosen  "to  make 

part  of  the 
Town's  Stock 
of  Ammunn 
tioa  into  Car« 
trages."  Fran- 
cis Pliillips,  Samuel  Merritt,  and  Amos  Sliute  were  added  to 
this  committee  at  the  next  meeting. 

On  the  ever-memorable  June  17  the  company  of  Captain 
Hatch  still  lay  at  Beacham's  Point,  although  their  comrades  of 
Gardner's  regiment  participated  in  the  battle.  Here  they  were 
joined  on  the  morning  of  that  day  by  the  militia  company  of 
Captain  Blaney.^^  From  this  spot  the  whole  eventful  scene  was 
in  full  view,  and  the  advance  and  retreat  of  the  contending 
forces,  and  all  the  details  of  the  conflict  were  discernible. 
There  Peter  Thacher  saw  the  battle,  a  statement  of  which  he 
afterwards  prepared,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
for  transmission  to  England  and  for  the  information  of 
posterity.** 


*  Bernard  Green  was  with  his  com- 
pany, and,  in  after  life,  often  desirilicd 
the  battle  as  seen  from  this  advantageous 
point.   Colonel  TbooMS  Gaidiwr,  of  the 

Middlesex  regiment  was  wounded  on 
the  hill  and  died  July  3. 

"  [July  4, 177$.]  Colonel  Gardner  is 

to  be  buried  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock, 
I'.  M.,  with  the  military  honors  due  to 
so  brave  and  gallant  an  officer,  who 
fought,  bled,  and  died  in  the  cause  of 
hU  country  and  mankind.  \V»  own 
regiment,  except  theconip  iiiv  a;  Maiden, 
to  attend  on  this  mournful  occasion." 
Extract  from  Washington's  orders,  in 


battle  of  Charlestown,  as  soon  as  pos- 
si()le  ;  and  this  conitiiittLu  liciiig  LXtvcd- 
ingly  crowded  with  business,  therefore, 
RetUved,  that  the  Rev.  Doct.  (  oo|>er, 
Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Peter  Thacher,  be  desired  to  draw  up 
» true  siatenent  of  said  actioot  ss  soon 
as  may  be,  and  lay  it  before  this  com- 
mittee." Jourtials  Committee  0/  Sa/tty, 
594- 

The  statement,  which  was  prepared 
by  Mr.  Thacher,  is  pronounced  by  au- 
thorities to  be  remarkat'ly  .iccurate.  It 
'\%  printed  in  Frothingham,  History  pj 
the  Siege  cf  Boston,  3S2,  and  elsewhere. 


Frothingham,  ffitlury  if  tke  Siegi  of  In  the  library  of  the  American  Anti> 

Bostotit  180.  quarian  Society  is  an  original  manu- 

•*  "The  honorable  the  Congress  of  script  of  Mr.  Thacher,  in  which  he  says, 

this  colony,  having  passed  a  resolve  "The  following  account  was  written  by 

that  this  committee  be  appointed  to  a  person  who  was  an  eye  witness  of  the 

draw  up  and  tiansroit  to  Great  Britaia»  battle  of  Bunlcer'k  hill.   Some  of  the 

a  f Mid  impartial  account  of  the  late  ctrcumatancea  the  iBt«nrentBOB  of  the 


Digitized  bv  Google 


THE  OPENim  OF  THE  DEVOLUTION,  753 

Willie  the  battle  was  in  progress  great  alarm  prevailed  in 
Maiden.  Mrs.  Hannali  Green,  wife  of  Saniuci  Green,  who  lived 
at  the  north  end,  near  the  Clieisca  (Sangus)  line,  on  hearing 
the  cannon  went  into  convulsions  and  died.'^^  During  the  day, 
and  afterw  ard,  many  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  those  of  the 
southern  j^ortion  of  the  town,  removed  their  families  and  effects 
to  less  exposed  localities,  some  going  as  far  as  Reading  and 
others  along  the  Salem  Road  to  Ulack  Ann's  Corner  and  the 
secluded  nooks  of  Scadan."^*  From  the  favoring  crest  of  Wayte's 
Mount,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and  central 
parts  of  the  town  witnessed  the  distant  battle.  A  number  of 
wounded  men  were  afterwards  brought  to  the  tavern  of  Dr. 
Jonathan  Porter,  as  has  been  stated. 

Soon  after  the  Lexington  Alarm  the  Committee  of  Safety  had 

Vottii  [April  21,  1775  ]  Ihat  the  field  pieces  be  removed  from 
Newburyport,  and  deposited  for  the  present,  in  the  hands  of  Capt. 
Dexter  of  Nfalden. 

Voted,  I  hai  orders  be  given  to  Capt.  Dexter  to  conceal  the  cannon 
committed  to  his  care,  which  was  accordingly  done.* 

The  cannon  were  brought  to  Maiden  and  placed  for  a  short 
time  in  the  hay  in  Captain  Dcxter's  barn;  but  circumstances 
soon  made  secrecy  no  longer  necessary,  and  their  presence  be- 
came known  to  the  inhabitants,  who 

Vofcd,  [June  13.]  That  some  part  of  the  Town's  stock  of  powder  be 
made  up  in  Cartridges  for  the  Cauonon  to  be  used  upon  necessity. 

hUl  prevented  Mm  from  seeing,  for  he 

stood  on  the  nortfi  uf  M\'>tic  river." 
This  imporUnt  manuscript,  which  was 
the  basis  of  the  namUve  piepared  for 
transnii-si  ni  to  Kiigland,  is  carefully 
printed  in  full,  with  all  its  corrections 
indicated,  fn  the  Hitttrteai  Magaum^  iiL 
(Series  2).  381. 

**  Cf.  Green,  Desc<nda»ls  of  Thomas 
Cre«»\e\,  40,  and  Artentai  Barrett  In 

Melroit  Jour  Hi!!.  Ajiril  i".  iS"; 

**  William  1  udor,  writing  trom  (.  am- 
bridge,  June  23,  said,  **  Since  the  Fight 
at  f  "hirleslown,  Ikooklyne,  C'ambrtdpr, 
Mcdford,  Lynn  &  Salem.  Chelseu  .Si 
Maiden  are  deserted  by  the  Women  & 
Children,  whilst  the  Houses  bacit  in  the 

48 


Country  are  crowded  with  the  wretclied 

Kefii^'-  from  British  Fury  .1  Cruelty." 
Htitorkal  Magaunt,  iii.  (iseriea  2),  J77. 
This  is  undoubtedly  exaggerated;  but 
many  women  and  children,  and  some- 
times whole  funilies,  retired  farther  into 
the  country. 

There  is  a  tr:i(!itton  th.it  on  the  night 
of  June  16  the  Maiden  meeting  house 
was  iilled  with  fugitives  from  Boston 
and  Charleslown,  who  were  glad  to  lie 
upon  the  floor.  In  the  morning  no 
breakfast  was  provided,  but  a  dinner 
for  all  came  at  noon.  Maldm  EvttUHg 
jVnos,  June  15.  1895. 
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The  day  before  tbe  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  Captain  Ebenezer 
Hamden  and  Dr.  Jonathan  Porter  were  chosen  "  to  repair  to 
Head  quarters  &  request  that  a  person  be  sent  to  view  our 
cannon,  &  advise  where  to  make  an  Entrenchment,  for  our  own 
defence."  Three  days  later  the  battle  had  been  fought,  the 
British  troops  were  in  possession  of  the  heights  of  Charlestown^ 
and  their  boats  occupied  the  Mystic.'*  The  inhabitants  were 
still  more  fearful  of  an  incursion  upon  their  southern  borders^ 
and  it  was  then 

Voiedt  That  the  Jnhabitants  of  Boston  &  Cbarlestown,  resident  in 
this  Town  be  denied  to  attend  at  the  next  adjournment  of  this  meeting 
In  order  to  give  their  reasons  (if  any  they  have)  svhy  they  should  not 
do  militaiy  duty  with  the  Jnhabitants  of  this  Town  for  tbe  common 

defence. 

Votcd^  That  Capt  Daniel  Waters  be  desired  immediatelj  to  pre- 
pare y*  cannon  in  this  Town  for  use. 

Two  days  later  Captain  Daniel  Waters  and  Ezra  Sargeant 
were  instructed 

to  apply  to  the  Hon**  provincial  Congress  for  direction  in  using  the 
artiliry  in  this  Town,  &  request  that  Capt.  Daniel  Waters  may  have 
orders  to  enlist  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  make  use  of  thera  if 
necessary,  &  also  to  request  some  assistance  from  the  army  for  our  de- 
fence in  our  very  dangerous  situation. 

An  answer  to  their  reqtiest  was  soon  given  by  the  Congress 
in  the  following  order  and  report :  — 

[June  23,  1775.]  Otiffn  J,  That  Capt.  Spragne,  Capt.  \Vhito  and 
Doct.  Whiting,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  petition 
from  tlic  town  of  Maiden. 

[June  23.  1775.]  The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  request  from  the  town  of  Maiden,  reported  aa  follows,  which 

^  The  English  batteries  often  fired  marshes.    He  mocked  tbe  reports  of 

upon  the  inhabitants  or  homes  from  the  the  cannon  in  a  loud  voice  and  received 

river.    While  plougliinu  iiixjii  tlic  f-irm  the  n.iinf  of  "Rim  I'ini,"  which  he  c.ir- 

of  Captain  Solomon  Corey,  between  tbe  ried  through  life  from  that  circumstance, 

present  Chelsea  and  School  Streets  in  He  possemed  a  very  strong  and  dear 

rvLfctf,  a  Lh.rm-shot  with  the  l?riti>,h  v.Ice;  and  tradition  says  th.it  he  could 

mark  was  turned  out,  and  others  have  be  heard  calling  to  his  oxen  from  Lewis's 

been  found  on  the  Nichoia  fiinn  and  at  Bridge  to  hfs  hooae  at  the  comer  «l 

other  places  in  the  vicinity.  S.ilcn^  and  LebaoiOD  Streets.   Me  died 

Thomas  Waite,  of  Scadan,  was  6rt;d  August  13,  182& 
upon  while  getting  hay  from  the  Mystic 
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was  accepted,  vis. :  the  committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  the  town  of  Maiden  be  [directed]  to  make  the  best  uit-  uf 
their  artillery  they  can,  for  their  defence,  in  case  they  shnll  be  atlackcd 
by  the  t  iR'tny.  and  that  they  make  their  application  tor  assislaucc  to  the 
general  of  the  army,  who,  doubtless,  will  furnish  them  with  such  de- 
tachments from  the  army,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient." 

An  earthwork  had  already  been  thrown  up  at  Bcacliam's 
Point,  commanding  the  landing  place  there ;  and  anotiicr,  to 
command  the  road  from  Penny  Ferry,  was  now  constructed,  en- 
closing the  Sprague  house,  since  known  as  the  Flag^  house, 
which  stood  near  the  junction  of  Main  and  Bow  Streets  in 
Everett  Some  traces  of  the  latter  work  were  visible  in  1 83 1, 
and  the  marks  of  a  ball,  which  was  fired  by  the  encm\'  from  the 
river,  might  be  seen  upon  or  within  the  house  when  it  was  de- 
molished in  1894.  The  defence  of  these  slight  works  was 
assigned  to  Captain  Hatch*  who  perhaps  had  with  him  the 
company  of  Captain  Blaney.  The  artillery  which  was  in  the 
keeping  of  the  town  may  have  been  placed  there,  but  there  is 
no  statement,  either  of  record  or  tradition,  to  indicate  it.  The 
men  who  formed  the  guard  at  the  Sprague  house  were  quartered 
in  that  and  the  Swectscr,  now  Lyiidc,  house  and  the  barns  near 
by.*^  At  Beacham's  Point  one  house,  at  least,  was  demolished 
for  firewood  during  the  winter;  and  another,  in  which  the  men 
were  quartered,  lost  all  its  movables  to  the  window  sashes  and 
doors,  and  would  soon  have  followed  its  neighbor  had  not  the 
evacuation  of  Boston  and  the  consequent  ending  of  the  siege 
sent  its  warlike  and  destructive  inmates  back  to  their  homes. 

The  company  of  Captain  Hatch  remained  on  duty  at 
Beacham's  Point  and  Penny  Ferry  during  the  siege,  although 
Bond's,  formerly  Gardner's,  regiment,  to  which  it  belonged,  was 
stationed  across  the  Mystic  at  Prospect  Hill;  and  guard  duty 
at  the  neighboring  points  in  Chelsea  and  Medford  was  per- 

Journals  Prm'iHaat  Cougrfss,  iS\ ,  individual,  Amos  Sargcant,  alone  re- 

382.  mained  "  of  those  who  composed  Capt. 

"  Vin^x^Historital Disemrteti\^y)y  (latch's  company,  at  the  time  o£  the 

21.   He  says:  "Apertures  wete  made  occupatfon  of  these  (orttficaticms.**  He 

in  the  buildings, through  which  the  men  died  August  17,  1836,  aged  78.    \\<^  was 

were  able  to  fire  upon  the  approachii^t  grandfather  of  Albert  F.  Sargent,  for 

foe.**  At  the  time  Wi^t  wrote  one  many  yean  town  dcrk. 
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formed  by  the  regiment  which  on  the  day  of  the  battle  was 
commanded  by  Colonel  Gcrrish.^  It  was  soon  discovered 
that  a  single  company  was  inadequate  upon  a  shore  which  was 
so  open  to  incursions  of  the  enemy.  On  July  23  Christian 
Febiger,  the  Danish  adjutant  of  Gerrish's  regiment,  reported 
as  follows:  — 

Capt  Hall  &  one  of  his  Officers  gave  me  the  following  Infonnation 
about  the  Maiden  Station. 

Capt  Hatch  of  Colo"  Gardners  Regiment  is  there  with  one  Company 
&  has  to  mount  20  men  on  (  luard  every  Day  without  OflRccrs.  three 
Relieves  is  20  men  privates  mounting  every  Day  6c  then  they  have  no 
Sentries  on  the  Rhrer  which  by  the  Description  and  the  Situation  of 
the  place  wants  at  least  4  Gentries  every  Night.* 

In  consequence  of  this  report  the  station  was  reinforced  by 
a  company  under  Captain  Eieazcr  Lindscy  of  Gerrish's  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  doing  duty  at  Winnisimmct.  That 
this  added  no  real  strength  was  soon  proved. 

[Sunday,  August  6,  1775.]  Just  after  meeting  [a.  m  ]  two  float- 
ing batteries  came  up  Mystic  River  and  fired  several  shots  on  Maiden 
side,  and  landed  a  number  of  regulars,  which  set  fire  to  a  house  near 
Peny  fenys  which  burnt  to  ashes.  One  Capt.  Lyndsly  who  was 
stationed  there,  fled  with  his  company,  and  got  before  the  women 
and  children  in  his  flight.  We  were  all  alarmed,  and  immed'iately 
manned  our  lines,  and  our  people  went  down  to  Temple's  Point  with 
one  field  piece,  and  fired  several  shot,  nt  the  regulars,  which  made 
them  claw  off  as  soon  as  possible.  Cen.  dage,  this  is  like  the  rest  of 
your  Sabbath  day  enterprises.    About  sunijel  we  were  discharged.** 

A  paper  of  the  day  chronicles  this  little  affair  in  a  few  words. 

"  CoIoulI  Samuul  Gerrish  was  se-  gress  in  tin  1  ater  jiart  of  1 77r>,  provided 
verely  criticised  for  his  conduct  at  for  eighty-eight  regiments,  of  which 
Bunker  Hill,  and  a  few  weeks  after  at   seventeen  were  raised  in  Maasachuietti. 

Sewall's  Point,  during  an  attack  liy  a  From  tlu-  old  26th  and  otbt-r  smitces 

floating  battery  in  the  evening,   lie  was  Major  James  Wesson  of  that  regiment 

tried  by  a  court-martial,  Aui^ost  1 9, 1 7  7  5,  raised  a  new  regiment,  which  was  known 

found  uuiltv  and  casliiptcd.    lie  was  as  the  9th  in  the  M  iss  l^  Imst  ii>  contin- 

succeeded  as  colonel  by  Loammi  Hald-  ental  line.    MS.  letter  of  Francis  S. 

win  of  Wobum.  This  regiment,  origin-  Drake.   Cf.  M  E.  Mst.  amd  Ctntai, 

ally  known       the  -i^Xh,  was  d'  ^i^natcd  R.<^islfr,  xxv.  187-190. 

as  the  26th  upon  the  reorganization  of  Afaii.  Archives :  iiev.  Rolh,  xxii 

the  army  near  the  close  of  1775,  and  re-  15s. 

mained   in   ><  rvicc    with    Wasliington  *i  yonrntil  of  Benj.  Craft,  io  Hist- 

until  the  beginning  of  1777.   The  con-  Coli.  Essex  InttituU,  iii.  56. 
tineatal  establishment,  Qr<tet«d  by  Con* 
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Last  Sabbath  the  Enemy  set  Fire  to  the  House  at  Penny  Feny, 
Maiden  side,  which  was  consumed.  This  buiiding  was  commanded 
by  their  Cannon  on  Bunker-UiU.*^ 

Frothingham,  on  the  authority  of  John  Ketteirs  diary,  says 
it  was  the  ferry  house  which  was  burned;^  and  Timothy 
Newell,  writing  in  Boston,  9<)cls  a  little  to  the  story.  "  [Aug.] 
Skirmishing  up  Mistic  river,  several  Soldiers  brought  over 
here  wounded.  The  House  at  Penny  ferry  Maiden  side 
burnt,"** 

Captain  Lindsey's  men,  who  were  mostly  from  the  county  of 
Essex,  recovered  themselves ;  and  on  the  thirteenth,  when  two 
barges  and  two  sail  boats,  on  their  way  from  Boston  to  the 
floating  battefy  in  the  Mystic,  came  near  Beacham's  Point* 
they  opened  fire  and  forced  the  enemy  to  retire.  While  pass- 
ing down  the  river  the  barges  became  engaged  with  Gerrish's 
men  at  Winnisimmet  and  a  hot  fire  was  exchanged.  Kettell» 
remembering,  perhaps,  the  former  stampede,  says :  "  Our  brave 
Yankees,  so  called,  played  the  man,  and  beat  thenu"^  Of 
Captain  Lindsey  an  additional  record  is  found. 

Head-quarters,  August  16,  1775.  Captain  Elcazer  Lindsey  of 
Colonel  Genish's  regiment,  tried  by  a  general  court-martial  for  absent' 


The  NrtthEngtanJ  Chnnidt,  Aa« 

gust  10,  1775. 

<^  Frothingh«in,  HiOtry  tf  the  Suge 
^  Boston,  232. 

•*  A'ntffirs  yournai,  ia  M.ns.  Hut. 
Coll.,  xjtxi,  265. 

*•  Frothingham,  History  of  the  Stf  ::e  of 
Boston^  zjz.  Newell  writes:  "[August] 
l3l<^Sevei«l  Gondalocs  sailed  up  Mistic 
river,  upon  which  the  Provincials  and 
they  had  a  skirmiiih,  many  shots  ex- 
chaiif^ed  but  nothin;;  decisive."  NeivelFx 
Journal  in  Mast.  Hist,  Coll.,  xxxi.  265. 
Captain  William  T.  Miller  of  Rhode 
Island,  writing  to  his  wife  from  Pros- 
pect HUl,  August  13,  says :  "  \Vc  are  at 
present  Very  Peacable  here  there  hath 
been  one  Regular  Deserted  from  Bun- 
kers Hill  Last  Night  and  two  to  Day  by 
StiHinndng  a  Cross  Mistick  River  to 
Maldvn  and  2  Boats  that  were  wnned 
from  Bunkers  hill  were  Sailing  ttp  Mis- 
tick  River  and  were  Drove  back  by  the 


brisk  filing  of  Some  field  pieces  from 
Maiden  ti»U  day  which  Caused  them  in 
aVaygreat  Hurry  to  Retreat  and  Run 
ashore  on  Bunker*;  hill  Shore."  N,  E, 
I  list,  and  Getuiil.  Ke^^isicr,  x  i .  i  jg. 

Other  mention  Is  made  of  the  desert- 
LTs  who  rame  across  the  river  from  the 
I'.ritiih  lines.  "Sunday  [August]  it^ 
i'wo  Regulars  deserted  from  Bunker** 
Hill,  swam  over  to  Maiden,  and  were 
carried  to  Royal's,  General  Washing 
ton's  headquarters.  Friday,  [Al^Ult] 
In  the  afternoon  three  men  from 
the  Regulars'  floating  [battery]  there 
swam  at  Maiden,  and  one  came  through 
Cbarlestown."  '*  Paul  LutU'*  Book,''  in 
Mass.  Hist.  So.  Proc.,  February,  1872, 
198.  "[September  7,  1775.]  It  was  re- 
ported  that  fourteen  r^ulars  deserted 
from  Banker's  Hill,  last  night  to  Mai- 
den, for  truth  of  it  cannot  say."  J^-nnnl 
of  Ben j.  Craft,  in  Htst,  CpU.  Eiux  Jntti- 
tute,  iii.  137. 
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ing  himself  from  his  post,  which  was  attacked  and  abandoned  to  the 
enemy;  the  coart»  on  consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  Captain 
LLidsey  be  discharged  die  service,  as  a  person  impioper  to  sustain 
a  commission** 

Those  of  the  town  who  were  not  within  the  lines  were  useful 
in  furnishing  or  transporting  supplies  or  in  other  ways  assisting 
the  army.  Thus  Samuel  Sargeant,  John  Vinton,  Nathaniel 
Lynde,  and  others  were  employed  in  carting  fbh;  Aaron 
Blaney  received  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds,  fourteen 
shillings,  and  threepence  for  building  ovens;  and  John  Waite, 
Ezekiel  Jenkins,  and  others  were  paid  for  carting  bread,  per- 
haps from  Blaney's  ovens.  Prisoners  were  quartered  upon 
James  Kettell,  and  prisoners  and  Indians  upon  William  Waite, 
at  their  respective  taverns;  and  they  and  others  received 
compensation  for  billeting.*'  In  the  summer  of  1775  thirteen 
thousand  coats  were  ordered  by  the  Provincial  Congress  for 
the  Massachusetts  troops,  and,  of  these,  forty-five  were  appor« 
tioned  to  Maiden.  These  the  selectmen  were  to  procure  and 
they  were  to  "  cause  a  certificate  to  be  sewed  to  the  inside  of 
each  coat,  purporting  from  what  town  it  came,  and  by  whom 
the  coat  was  made,  and,  if  the  cloth  was  manufactured  in  this 
country,  by  whom  it  was  manufactured."^ 

Maiden  lay  upon  the  highway  between  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  American  lines  and  the  headquarters  at  Cambridge; 
and  detachments  of  men  and  wagons  with  supplies,  or  officers 
upon  duty  were  constantly  passing  and  repassing  between 
them,  or  coming  in  from  the  more  distant  towns  beyond.** 


*•  Hetishaw's  Oilier  BiHtk  in  Afiiss. 
Hist.  S«.  PrtK.,  Uclober,  iiqit,  144. 

^  **  Mtm».  c/  the  sum$  pasted  hy  the 
C cur  ft  ComtnitUf  ou  tijcs  since  the  Ovi/r- 
<il  undertook  tt>  Kttord  thtm  ; "  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"/.'iin.rr.'r  /V,r";,v  V  :/  CoHi^ress,  456. 

The  towns  w-crc  to  he  .lilowed  five  ahil- 
linga  and  fourpence  per  yard  for  good 
p(nin  rlnfh  scven-eip;htl)s  of  a  yard 
wide,  "  prcteicnce  to  be  gjvtn  to  the 
manufactures  of  this  country,"  and  four 
shillinRS  for  making  each  coat,  without 
buttons.   The  Committee  of  Supplies 


was  tn"crnisc  nil  the  co.it^  tn  In-  but- 
toned with  pewter  buttons,"  stamped 
with  the  number  of  the  legimcot  Each 
nii)vconini:-;-;ioned  oflkcr  anci  i>rivate  in 
the  Massachusetts  torces  was  entitled  to 
one  coat  The  ordeis  and  receipts  used 
in  this  distri1)ution  are  preserved  in  the 
ortice  of  the  Secretary  of  Slatt:,  and  form 
a  valuable  record  of  the  eight^nonths' 
men  of  177  c; 

*•  The  detachment  of  Colonel  Bene- 
dict Arnold  marched  from  Cambridge 
on  the  evening  of  Septemhor  i*;.  anda 
portion  came  to  Maiden,  where  they  cu- 
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The  situation  of  Powder  Horn  Hill  gave  the  Americans  a  great 
advantage  by  the  ease  with  which  they  could  overlook  from 
its  crest  the  harbor  of  Boston  and  the  surrounding  country. 
Here  Washington  often  came  with  his  officers  for  observation^ 
and  on  the  way  was  wont  to  stop  awhile  at  the  hospitable  home 
of  Captain  Dexter,  beneath  the  stately  elm  which  still  bears 
his  name.** 

Travelling  upon  the  Sabbath  became  a  great  annoyance  and 
a  grief  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maiden,  who  at  a  meeting,  held 
July  10,  chose  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  Captain  Ebenezer 
Harnden,  and  Captain  John  Dexter,  in  company  with  a 
committee  of  Lynn, 

to  wait  upon  y  Committee  of  Supi)lics  at  Watertown,  or  upon  y* 
honourable  provincial  Congress,  informing  them,  That  with  great  grief 
they  observe  the  breach  of  the  Sabbath  made  by  multitudes  of  teams 
travelling  upon  that  day,  &  other  persons  unnecessarily  journeying, 
and  to  desire  that  they  would  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the 
same  for  the  future. 

The  result  of  the  committees'  errand  does  not  appear.  It  is 
cas\'  to  suppose  that  the  necessities  of  the  camps  and  the 
curiosit)'  of  the  country  people  proved  stronger  than  the 
committees  of  Lynn  and  Maiden. 

camped  that  night.  The  next  morning,  beauty.  The  largest  of  the  trees  stands 
ver)' early,  they  marched  and  t-m  amptd  near  the  house,  and  is  that  which  is 
the  next  night  at  Beverly.  Another  por-  known  as  the  Washington  elm.  llie 
tion  of  the  detachment  camped  the  first  following  Inetdent  is  sa{d  to  have  hap. 

night  at  Medf'  rd.  tiul  in  iicl^eil  through  |>ni<jil  beneath  its  wide  sjMrcaiding 
Maiden  the  next  morning.  This  detach*  branches. 

ment,  which  was  destined  to  join  the       Passing  through  Maiden  with  some 

expedition  ag  lin-f  Quebec  under  Gen-  of  his  otnct  rs  Washington  stopped  for 
eral  Montgomeiy,  threaded  the  wilder-  refreshment  at  the  house  of  Captain 
ness  of  Maine,  in  the  midst  of  privations  Dexter.  As  they  came  out  one  of  the 
and  suffering  which  have  stlcli>m  I  ct  ii  coin['.my  i'  ciiloi.tallv  knocked  a  stone 
equalled.  Cf.  Joseph  Ware's  Journal,  off  the  wall  which  ran  before  the  house, 
in  N.  E.  Hia.  and  Gftuai.  R^itttTt  vi.  Washington  said  he  ought  to  replace  it. 
129;  Journal  of  Major  Ri'turn  J,  MagSt  Vu."  replied  the  utlR-r.  •  I  will  leave 
in  ///>/.  CW/.,  xii.  227.  that  for  8om«'1»ody  tlse."  Washington 

•*  The  noble  avenue  of  elms  hefore  then  went  ii'iiniy  and  put  the  stone 
the  houSf  wlii.  h  luiw  occupies  tin-  -ito  back,  saying.  "  I  a'w  iys  Tuakc  it  i  rule, 
of  the  old  bouse  of  Captain  John  Dexter  in  visiting  a  place,  to  leave  things  in  as 
is  well  known  to  the  present  genera-  good  Older  as  I  find  them."  Rev.  John 

tion.    It    hows  the  tin inistakable  signs    G.  Adsms*  in  the  JU^rrtff,  D. d. 
of  age,  and  has  lost  much  of  its  former 
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At  the  annual  town  mcclini;,  March  4,  1776,  a  committee, 
composed  of  Captain  John  Dexter,  Samuel  Sjjiague,  Lieuten- 
ant Nathan  Lyndc,  and  Captain  Kbenezer  Haraden,  was  chosen 
"to  Estimate  the  damages  Sundry  Persons  of  the  Town  have 
sustaned  from  the  Counaiuall  Soldiers  Stationed  in  the 
Same."^^  The  report  of  this  committee  has  not  been  found 
and  the  result  of  its  investigations  is  known  only  by  the 
following  communication,  which  was  evidently  written  by  the 
authority  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

•   

Gentl"!   At  the  Desiie  of  our  Representative  I  have  Giuen  you  an 

account  of  the  Estim  itioi^  of  Damages  Done  in  the  Town  of  Maiden 
Since  the  19'''  of  apnl,  1775.  as  near  as  Caii  be  ascertain''  at  present 
the  foot  of  said  Acc'.'  is^  262.  13.  4  L.  money. 

James  Kettell  Cleark  of  Saii  Cmmify.'* 

Maiden  Sep!  9, 1776. 

^'  This  meeting  was  held  at  a  time  of  memorate  the  Horrid  Massacre  of  the 

great  excitement.  During  the  succeed*  ^  of  March,  1770,  &  to  impress  apon 

ing  iiii^lu    tlif   lii.i^Vits  of  I"^i>n.lifstt.-r  the  ^TiiiJs  of  the  Citi/enH  the  ruinous 

were  occupied  by  the  American  forces ;  Tendency  of  standing  Amtie»  being 

and  in  the  morning  the  British  genera)  placed  in  free  ft  populous  Cities  in  Time 

saw  the  commanding  hills  crowned  by  of  Peace,  was  delivered  by  The  Ktv^l 

earthworks  that  the  haze  of  early  dawn  Peter  Tbacher  to  a  numerous  Audience, 

magnified  to  his  astonished  eyes.  Then  and  received  by  them  with  the  greatest 

began  the  inovenieiits  which  resalted  in  Applau«:e."    Pp'f.^it  I\c\oi;Is,  Kf- 

the  evacuation  of  boston.  port  of  the  Record  Commtsstoners,  xviii. 

In  spite  of  the  genera)  anxiety  which  226.  This  otation  of  the  Maiden  pastor 

prevailed  diifinprtht:  day,  the  inhabitants  was  printed,  and  ha?  been  considavadas 

of  Boston  who  were  outside  of  the  Brit-  one  of  his  ablest  productions 
ish  lines,  met  at  the  meeting  house  in  Mau.  Artlaves^  cxuviii.  347. 

Watertown,  where  "An  OroHtm  to  1 
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MALDEN  IN  THE  REVOLUTION. 

THE  departure  of  the  British  troops  from  Boston  and  the 
consequent  removal  of  the  army  from  the  American  lines 
carried  the  scenes  of  military  activity  and  strife  from  this  vicin* 
ity.  The  fugitive  farmers  returned  to  their  homes  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  town  and  the  old  ways  of  life  were  resumed.  Yet 
Maiden  bore  her  part  in  the  conflict  unto  the  end;  and  her 
men,  both  young  and  old,  beardless  youth  and  veterans  of  the 
former  wars,  hesitated  not  to  stand  with  their  brethren  of  other 
towns  and  other  colonies  in  defence  of  their  common  rights. 
We  shall  see  how  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  of  the  sons  of 
the  little  town  upheld  her  honor  in  the  dark  days  and  gave 
their  strength,  sometimes  their  lives,  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  It 
has  been  already  stated  that  the  white  mhabitants  of  the  town 
in  1776  amounted  to  but  one  thousand  and  thir^  individuals. 
If  we  consider  that  from  this  population  we  must  eliminate  the  ; 
women  and  children  and  the  aged  and  sick,  we  may  realize  the 
heavy  demand  which  was  made  upon  the  able-bodied  men  of 
the  town,  and  may  understand  how  poverty  and  suffering  pre- 
vailed. Manufactures,  such  as  they  were  in  those  days,  de- 
clined ;  the  farms  were  insufliciently  tilled ;  and  all  the  vocations- 
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of  life,  save  as  they  were  served  by  unwonted  laborers,  were 

Oicplccted. 

In  the  s])ring  of  1776  the  subject  of  independence  became 
prominent  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  events  of  the  past 
year  had  closed  the  ways  to  a  peaceful  settlement  and  had  ^M\  en 
the  colonies  new  ideas  of  the  resources  and  the  spirit  of  their 
people.  In  May  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives, 
by  a  resolution,  called  upon  the  towns  to  advise  and  instruct 
their  representatives  upon  this  great  question.  For  once  in  its 
history  the  men  of  Maiden,  urged  and  impelled,  perhaps,  by 
the  impetuous  and  enthusiastic  pastor  of  the  North  Church, 
responded  to  a  public  call  before  their  fellows  of  other  towns. 
Frothingham  says,  "  The  instructions  of  Maiden  and  Boston 
were  the  earliest  I  have  found  in  the  newspapers ;  "  '  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  pride  to  mc  to  add  that  the  instructions  of  Maiden 
preceded  those  of  Boston  by  three  days,  placing  the  little 
Middlesex  town  foremost  in  the  expression  of  public  opinion. 
The  instructions  then  given  forin  the  last  in  that  series  of  public 
papers  which  illumines  the  records  of  the  town  and  is  one  of  its 
most  glorious  monuments.  It  has  been  printed  several  times 
since  it  appeared  in  the  Boston  Gazette,  from  which  it  was 
quoted  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall ;  ^  but  it  has  never  before 
appeared  in  the  form  in  which  Dr.  Jonathan  Porter,  acting  as 
clerk»  entered  it  upon  the  records  of  the  town.^ 

At  a  Legal  Tattm  meeting  in  maiden  may  27  1776 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  Choos  a  Committee  to  Advise  the  i'erson 
Choosen  to  Represent  them  in  the  Next  General  Court  whether  that  if 


t  FrothinKham.  /fffuUie. 

507  The  insi Tui  tions  of  Boston  were 
adopted.  May  Kt^i^rt  of  the  \Bos(<}h\ 
Rt<tri  Commisxitntrs^  xvlti.  156-238. 

-  This  p.Tpcr  WIS  lithogr-iphrd  in 
1S31  by  a  :«u!)M:i^|>tion  obtained  by  the 
«fTorts  of  th«  Rev.  Srlvanus  Cobh,  and 
miuht  once  be  seen  on  the  wall.s  of 
many  MalUen  houses.  It  is  now  seldom 
foumf,  hot  a  cop*  appropriateJv  hanprs 
in  thr  Coiui'rsc  Memorial  Buildini;  for 
the  bcnciit  of  |n<steriiy.  (.'hief  Justice 
Marahall  quotes  its  ^tpiTited  declarations 
with  .TiMMLv.il  \\\  his  / 'V  '•'  '  ' 
W*skmj^i>}«,  iSoi.  it.  407  i  and  u  uiay 


be  found  in  Niles,  PHndfUs  and  Acts 

of  tht  Rn'olufu-ff,  I3i-t32:  and  .\'.  E. 
Hut.  and  Gt  neai.  KfgtsUr,  ui.  379.  Ke- 
marks  by  George  S.  Hale  00  the  occa- 
sion of  the  presfntation  of  a  copy  of  the 
litho|Kiaph  ijc  in  Afass.  Hist.  S>.  Prix., 
DcccmlH-r,  1SS4.  335-339 

*  At  a  meeting.  March  it,  1:76^  Dr, 
lona  Porter  was  chosen  clerk, /f^Aw* 
/■w,  in  the  nbscnce  of  Nathaniel  Jeokias, 
the  town  clerk  and  schoolmaster.  Eifhl 
dap  later  Master  Jenkins  died  and  Dt. 
Porter  appears  to  have  acted  as  clerk 
\:;.-.;i  tlia  election  of  Samuel  McniR  at 
the  neat  March  meeliag. 
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the  Honorable  Congress  Should  for  the  Safety  of  the  Coloneys  Declare 
them  Independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  they  the  Said  In- 
habitants will  Solemnly  Engage  with  their  lives  and  foruins  to  Support 
them  in  the  measure 

V»iei  Mr  Ezar  Saxgeant  Modaiator 
Voted  to  Choos  a  Committee  to  Advise  the  Representative 
The  Town  Resolved  themselves  into  a  Committee  the  Rev**  mr  Willis 
was  Choosen  Chairman  the  Committee  Procc(k<l  to  Consider  the  mat- 
ter and  Prepared  the  folowing  Instructions  for  their  Reprcsantative  and 
Reported  the  Said  Instructions  to  the  Town  for  their  Cuuiideration 
and  liie  Question  was  Put  whether  the  Report  and  Instructions  Pre- 
pared By  the  Committee  be  agceable  and  it  Pasd  in  the  affirmathre  By 
a  unanamus  vote 


A  Resolution  of  the  Lite  Honnorable  House  of  Represantattves : 

Calling  upon  the  Several  Towns  in  this  Colony  to  Express  their  minds, 
with  Respect  to  the  Important  Question  of  American  Independence  is 
the  occation  of  our  now  Instructing  you.  the  Time  was  Sir  when  we 
loved  the  King  and  the  People  of  Grate  Briton  with  an  alTection  Truly 
filltal  we  felt  our  Selves  Interested  in  their  Glory :  we  Shared  in  their 
Joys  &  Sorrows  we  Chearfuly  powered  the  fruit  of  all  our  Labours  into 
the  lap  of  the  mother  Country  &  without  Reluctance  Expended  our 
Blood  and  our  Treasure  in  tht  ir  Cause 

These  ware  our  Sentements  iowards  Cirate  Ikitan  while  She  Con- 
tinued to  act  the  Part  of  a  Parant  State  we  felt  our  Selves  happy  in  our 
Coneclion  with  hir  Nor  wishd  to  Desolvcd  but  our  Sentements  are 
altred  it  is  now  the  Ardent  wish  tAwec  Soles  that  America  may  becom 
free  &  Independent  States ; 

A  sence  of  unprovoked  Injuries  will  nrnuse  the  Resentment  of  y*  most 
Peneefn!!.  Such  Injuries  these  Colonies  ha\e  Received  from  Rriiain 
iiiiji!>tiri,il>lL'  Claims  have  Pen  made  by  the  Kin^  his  minions  to  Tax 
us  without  our  Consent,  these  Clanics  have  Been  Prosecuted  in  a 
mamier  Cnid  &  unjust  to  the  highest  Degree  the  Frantick  Policy  of 
Administration  hath  Induced  them  to  Send  fleets  and  armies  to  america 
that  by  Depriving  us  of  our  trade  &  Oitting  the  throats  of  our  Breath- 
rcan  they  might  awe  us  into  Submition  &  Erect  a  Systim  of  Dispotism 
in  America  which  Should  So  far  Enl  iriro  the  Infinance  of  the  Crown 
as  to  enable  it  to  rivil  their  Sh  ikles  upon  the  Peo]  tIc  of  Grate  Pritan 

This  was  brought  to  a  Crices  upon  the  ever  memorable  Ninetenth  of 
april  we  remember  the  fatal  Day  die  Expiring  groans  of  our  murdered 
Countiymen  yet  Vibrate  on  our  Ears  t  we  now  behold  the  flames  of 
their  Peasful  Dwellings  asendtng  to  Heaven  we  hear  their  Blocd  Crv  • 


To  At  Ezra  Sargeatii 


Sir 
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ing  to  us  from  the  Croiind  Vengeance  &  Charging  us  ns  we  \  aluc  the 
Peace  of  their  manes  to  have  no  further  Connection  with  a  Kint;  who 
can  unleehugly  hear  of  the  Slaughter  of  his  subjacts  &  Composedly 
Sleep  with  tbeir  Blood  up(W  his  Soul : 

The  manner  in  which  the  war  has  Been  Prosecated  hath  confirmd 
us  in  these  Sentiments  t  Piracy  &  murder  RobeiyjlE  breach  of  laith 
have  Been  Conspicous  in  y'  Conduct  of  the  Kings  troops  Defenseless 
Tomis  have  Been  attacked  Destroyed  :  the  Rninc?;  of  Charlestown 
which  are  Daily  in  our  Vew  Dayly  Remind  us  of  this :  the  Cryes  of 
y'  widow  &  y*  orphen  Demand  our  Attention  they  Demand  that  y'  hand 
of  Pity  Should  wipe  f  tear  from  there  Eye  &  that  the  Sword  of  their 
Country  Should  Avenge  their  rongs 

We  long  £ntertaind  hops  that  the  Sperit  of  the  British  Nation  would 
once  more  Induce  them  to  Assert  their  own  and  our  Rights  &  liring  to 
Condine  Punishment  the  Elivated  Viliins  who  have  Trampld  upon 
y^"  Sacred  Rights  of  men  &  affronted  y*  Majesty  of  the  People. 

We  hop'  in  vain  tljey  have  lost  their  love  to  freedom  they  have  lost 
their  Spirit  of  Just  Resentment  we  therefore  Renounce  with  Disdain 
our  Connection  with  a  Kingdom  of  Slaves*  we  bid  a  final  adue  to 
Britan  Could  an  Accomadation  be  Now  affected  we  have  Reason  to 
think  that  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  libcrtyes  of  america.  we  Should 
Soon  Catch  y'  Contngnn  of  Vanality  &  Disaj>ation,  which  hath  Subjected 
Britons  to  lawless  Domination,  ware  we  Placed  in  the  Situation  we 
ware  in  in  the  year  1773  W'^re  the  Powers  of  appointing  to  office  & 
Comanding  the  militia  in  the  hands  of  Govennors  our  acts  Trade  and 
inanu&ctor  would  be  Cramped : 

Nay  more  than  this  the  life  of  every  man  who  has  Been  active  in 
die  Cause  of  his  Country  would  be  Endangred  for  these  reasons  as 
well  as  many  others  which  might  be  Produced  we  are  Confirmed  in  y* 
oppinion  tfiat  the  Presant  age  will  be  Dcficent  in  their  Duty  to  God 
their  Posterity  <k  themselves  if  they  do  not  Establish  an  american 
Republick  this  is  y^  only  form  of  Goverment  which  we  wish  to  See 
Established  for  we  Can  never  be  willingly  Subject  to  any  other  King 
than  He  who  Being  Possessed  of  Infinite  wisdom  Goodness  &  Recti- 
tnde  is  alone  fit  to  Possess  unlimited  Power: 

we  have  freelv  Spoken  our  Sentiments  upon  this  Important  Subject 
but  we  mean  Not  to  Dictate,  we  have  unbounded  Confidence  in  the 
wisdom  &  uprightness  of  the  Continantall  Congress  with  Pleasure  we 
recolect  that  this  AflTair  is  under  their  Direction  and  we  now  Instruct 
you  Sir,  to  give  them  the  Strongest  Aasneranoe  that  if  that  they  Should 
Declare  ameiica  to  be  a  free  &  Jndependant  Republick  your  Consti- 
tuance  will  Support  and  Defend  the  measure  to  the  last  Drop  of  their 
Blood  &  the  last  farthing  of  their  Treasure. 
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So  spoke  the  men  of  Maiden  in  a  paper  which  is  not  second 
to  any  which  the  fearless  spirit  of  revolationary  New  England 
produced.  That  Peter  Thacher  was  the  author  of  the  instruc- 
tions I  have  no  doubt.  Mr.  Willis  is  mentioned  by  Dr. 
McClure  as  the  chairman  of  a  committee  which  reported  the 
paper,  and  by  implication  is  given  credit  for  a  share  in  its  au- 
thorship.* I  cannot  see  that  he  was  possessed  of  the  spirit  and 
ability  to  produce  its  clear  statements  and  ringing  sentences. 
Moreover,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  committee,  save  that  of  the 
whole  town,  of  which  he  was  made  chairman,  considered  it; 
and,  I  think,  it  is  clear  that  it  was  already  prepared  and  only 
awaited  its  presentation  and  acceptance  by  the  town.  Ezra 
Sargeant,  the  moderator  of  the  meeting,  was  the  representative 
of  the  town ;  and  he  could  not  properly  preside  over  a  com- 
mittee which  was  to  give  him  special  instructions;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  Mr.  Willis  would  have  been  chosen  to  receive  a 
paper  of  his  ovm  composition.  His  place  would  have  been 
upon  the  floor.  I  suspect  that  Mr.  Thacher  presented  and 
read  the  paper  which  he  alone  had  prepared.  That  the  instruc* 
tions  could  have  been  prepared  by  the  voters  of  the  town,  act- 
ing as  a  committee,  as  stated  in  the  record,  is  impossible;  and 
the  circumstances,  as  well  as  the  document  itself,  in  its  senti- 
ments and  style,  point  to  the  pastor  of  the  North  Church  alone 
as  its  author. 

After  the  departure  of  Washington  and  the  army  for  New 
York  there  were  frequent  alarms  in  Boston  and  along  the  sea- 
board, occasioned  by  the  presence  of  several  British  ships, 
which  remained  in  the  lower  harbor.  Earthworks  were  thrown 
up  in  positions  best  adapted  for  the  double  purposes  of  offence 
and  defence.  That  at  Noddle's  Island  was  built  by  volunteers 
from  the  neighboring  towns,  of  whom  some  were  from  Maiden. 
The  public  danger  appearing  most  imminent,  the  Province 
raised  three  regiments  and  six  companies  of  artillery  for  service 
around  the  harbor  and  on  the  islands,  while  die  continental 
regiments,  which  had  remained  for  the  protection  of  the  town, 
were  posted  in  Boston  and  upon  the  heights  of  Charlestown 

*  Bi-CenUnnial  Book  of  MaUtn^  l6j. 
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and  Dorchester,  which  overlooked  it.  The  latter  were  under 
the  command  of  General  Artemas  Ward,  while  the  former  were 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Benjamin  LincolUi  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Province.  In  addition  to  this 
force  the  miUtia  of  the  neighboring  towns  was  held  in  readiness 
to  march  to  any  threatened  point. 

Early  in  June  it  was  determined  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
harbor;  and  on  the  thirteenth  detachments  of  the  continental 
and  provincial  troops,  with  a  body  of  the  militia,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  islands  and  headlands  of  the  lower  harbor,  from 
whence  a  sharp  5  re  was  opened  upon  the  fleet.  On  the  next 
day»  finding  it  imprudent  to  remain,  the  enemy,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  vessels,  which  were  captured,  went  to 
sea  after  destroying  the  Ughthouse  on  the  Little  Brewster. 

There  is  in  existence  A  Role  of  the  Company  of  the  Militia 
that  Went  to  Point  Shirfy  June  the  ij  1776  Under  the  Command 
0f  Caff  Benf  Blaney  cf  Maiden^  By  Order  of  General  lAneoln} 
This  company,  which  numbered  fifty-seven  officers  and  privates, 
contained  many  who  had  marched  upon  the  Lexington  Alarm. 
Its  service  was  performed  in  three  days  and  its  members  were 
credited  with  twenty  miles  of  travel  Tradition,  which  preserves 
the  trivial  quite  as  often  as  it  remembers  that  which  is  impor- 
tant, sxys  that  the  women  and  children,  who  followed  them  on 
their  departure  met  the  returning  heroes  at  Lewis's  Bridge,  and 
that  the  company  was  dismissed  on  die  little  green  at  the  side 
of  KetteU's  Tavern,  when  its  famous  west  room  was  undoubt- 
edly filled  with  the  thirsty  patriots  of  the  town. 

Soon  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston  the  company  of  Captain 
Naler  Hatch  marched  with  its  regiment,  then  known  as  the 
twenty-flfth  of  the  continental  line.  This  regiment  was  sta^ 
tioned  at  New  York  until  April  20,  when  it  was  sent  up  the 
Hudson  to  Albany,  and  joined  the  unfortunate  expedition 
which,  under  General  John  Thomas  of  Massachusetts,  attempted 
the  invasion  of  Canada.  Upon  the  retreat  upwards  of  four 
hundred  men  of  the  regiment  were  taken  with  the  small-pox ; 
and  Ensign  Elisha  Cox  of  CapUin  Hatch's  company.  '*  a  good 

»  Mass.  Artkivett  Xttt.  Mis,  xvii.  73. 
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officer/'  died  Jane  25.*  Colonel  Bond,  writing  to  his  wife  from 
Ticonderoga,  August  10,  says : 

Last  Monday  a  most  sorrowful  accident  happened,  at  Crown  Point, 
on  board  one  of  the  gondolas.  One  of  Capt.  Hatch's  men,  after  hav- 
ing dischaiged  a  cannon  once,  was  loading  her  again,  and  as  he  was 
ramming  down  the  cartridge,  it  went  off  and  blew  him  to  pieces.* 

At  the  last  of  June  tiie  Province  was  called  upon  for  five 
thousand  men  for  six  months.  Farther  calls  for  reinforcements 
for  the  army  at  New  York  and  In  Canada  were  made  early  in 

July,  and  an  additional  levy  of  every  twenty-fifth  man  was 
ordered.  In  September  the  demands  of  Washington  were  still 
more  pressing  and  to  meet  them  every  fifth  man  was  called  out 

by  the  General  Court.' 

The  town  met  these  various  calls  with  promptness.  At  a 
meeting,  held  July  8,  it  was  voted  to  pay  eight  pounds  in  addi- 
tion to  the  province  bounty  "  to  Each  man  that  shall  Inlist  to 
go  on  the  Canady  Expidation ;  "  and  the  polls  of  enlisted  mea 
were  not  to  be  taxed  for  this  expenditure.  In  September  it 
was  voted  to  "  Give  Incouragement  to  those  men  that  shall  be 
Draughted  to  go  to  the  Assistance  of  the  army  at  New  York ;  '* 
and  an  additional  bounty  of  four  pounds  was  granted  to  each 
man. 

Under  the  call  for  five  thousand  men  Maiden  furnished 
twenty-four  of  the  two  lunulreci  uluch  were  draltcd  from  the 
first  Middlesex  rei^iment.  This  contingent  marched  in  two 
companies  under  Captain  Edward  Harrington  and  Captain 
Josiah  Warren,  from  July  25  to  August  3,  and  proceeded  to 
Ticonderoga  *  The  following  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Thacher 
to  the  Maiden  men. 

Maiden,  Sept.  10th.  1776. 
AMy  Dear  and  Belated  Friends:  —  It  was  with  very  great  satisfaction 
that  I,  last  Saturday  night,  received  your  letter,  in  which  you  inform  me 

*  y.  £.  HUi,  anut  Gem^,  Xtguter,  been  my  most  helpful  authority.  Later 
7**  and  more  pretentious  writers  have  util- 

Ibld.,  7«.  Iced  bis  labon.  and  sometimes  his  words, 

•  In  wririnp  of  the  many  calls  for    with  scanty  acknowledgineiit 

troops  made  upon  Massachusetts,  Brad-  •  Matt.  ArtUvnt  Htv.Jljlls,  xli.  122^ 
<ord»  in  his  S/lOfiy  ^  MmttKhmtetttt  baa 
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that  you  are  all  well ;  it  was  truly  refreshing  and  agreeable  to  me  for 
I  feel  myself  tenilerly  concerned  for  you  all,  for  your  temporal  but 
especially  for  your  spiritual  welfare. 

Your  friends  here  are  all  well.  We  have  had  but  one  death  since 
you  left  tis  and  that  is»  Mr.  Thomas  Piat  who  was  near  his  end  when 
you  left  us :  your  whres  and  families  are  all  well,  and  there  is  no  one 
sick  in  my  whole  parish  that  I  know  of,  except  old  Mr.  Falkener  who 
seems  to  be  wasting  away  with  old  age. 

I  would  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  avoid  the  sins  of  the  place  you 
are  in  and  remember  the  advice  I  was  enabled  to  give  you  when 
I  spoke  last  to  you  in  public;  oh  do  not  forget  that  you  are  under 
oUigations  to  keep  yourselves  ftom  the  pollutions  that  are  in  the  world 
thro'  lust ;  the  eyes  of  all  will  be  upon  you  as  professois  of  religion,  and 
if  you  should  fall  away,  what  a  disgrace  would  it  be  to  it;  pray  for 
strength  against  temptation,  that  when  sinners  entice  yon,  you  may  not 
consent,  and  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do  your  duty  in  action  ;  do 
not  let  us  hear  that  any  of  you  refuse  to  express  yourselves  in  the  cause 
of  God  and  your  country. 

Your  friends  at  home  are  daily  praying  for  you  and  I  hope  you  are 
praying  for  them,  we  may  help  one  another,  in  this  way,  when  we  are 
at  the  greatest  distance. 

We  hear  it  is  sickly  at  Ticonderoga,  I  pray  God  you  may  all  be  pre- 
served from  it  and  returned  in  safety.  May  Ood  bless  you  all  and 
every  one  with  the  best  of  his  blessings,  especially  with  Ufe  foreverraore 
—  so  wishes  and  prays  your  affectionate  friend  and  pastor 

Peter  Thacher. 

7b  Mr,  John  Ramsdal  and  Mr,  Francis  J^HUipt  and  aU  who  le/i 
Maiden,^ 

Of  the  levy  of  the  twenty*fif):h  men  Maiden's  quota  was  five 
of  the  thirty-four  men  who  were  drafted  and  marched,  Sep- 
tember 5,  under  Captain  Nathan  Sargeant  of  Maiden,  with  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Fox.^' 

Under  the  call  for  the  fifth  men  the  drafted  men  for  the 
lower  Middlesex  regiment  were  formed  into  a  regiment  under 

'0  M.ildnt  Mtsseni^er,  date  unknown.  \fr.  Thncher  wrote  from  Fairfield,  Conn  , 

Thomas  Pratt,  who  u  mentioned,  died  in  September,  to  have  the  M.ildeti  men 

August  so^  1776.  *« Old  Mr.  Falkener"  hurried  forward,  u  they  were  much 

is  perhaps  an  error  of  thf  printrr    Anna  nccfled.     The   rond'^  were  filled  with 

(Sprague)  Faulkner,  widow  of  Benjamin  Connecticut  men  w  hn         poitm  home. 

Fanlkner.  died  October  26^  1776,  aged  Bancroft.  HiHmry  of  the  Uu^stJ  StaUs, 

?oyc  Ar^.    Mr.  Th:\chcr  soon  after  visited  5th  ed  .       57.  ^pcak^.  of  the  conduct  of 

the  army  near  New  York.  the  Connecticut  troops  at  this  time. 

U  Matt^ArtMftesi  AVsr.>P«^,xH.  122. 
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Colonel  Eleazer  Brooks,  of  Lincoln.  It  was  ordered  to  march 
to  Horse  Neck,  September  26,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
White  Plains,  October  28.  The  first  company  of  this  regiment 
was  commanded  by  Captain  John  Walton  of  Cambridge,  and 
contained  the  following  Maiden  men :  — 

Bernard  Green,  First  Sergeant^ 

Timothy  Tufts,  TMrd  Cwrpctalt 
David  Deland,  John  Grover,  Heniy  Kelly, 

William  Sprague,       John  Sweetser,  William  Upham, 

Benoni  Vinton,  Jonathan  Lynde,        Robert  Oliver.'* 

Another  draft  was  made  later  in  the  year;  and  the  levy, 
under  Colonel  Samuel  Thacher  of  Cambridge,  was  ordered  to 
march,  December  16,  to  Fairfield,  Connecticut  The  first  com- 
pany of  this  regiment  was  composed  of  eighty-eight  men, 
of  whom  nine  were  from  Maiden;  and  it  was  officered  as 
follows :  — 

Benjamin  Blaney,  of  Maiden,  Captain, 
Stephen  Hall,  of  Medford,  First  Lietttenant* 
John  Marean,  of  Newton,  Second  Lieutenant?^ 

In  a  return  of  Colonel  Dike's  regiment  at  Dorchester,  Sep- 
tember 21,  Maiden  is  mentioned  among  the  "Towns  that  have 
not  sent  any."'*  This  was  a  militia  regiment  raised  from  the 
neigliboring  towns  for  the  temporary  purpose  of  replacing  the 
continental  troops,  which  had  been  posted  in  and  around 
Boston.  That  Maiden  had  so  large  a  proportion  of  her  men 
in  more  active  service  may  account  for  the  seeming  neglect. 
Had  they  been  present  they  would  have  been  found  in  the 
company  of  Captain  Caleb  Hrooks  of  Medford. 

The  fall  and  winter  of  1776  was  a  season  of  great  discourage- 
ment and  fear  to  the  American  people.'*   The  reverses  around 

"  Afiiss.  Archhes :   IVon  fstfr  Rolls;  of  extortion,  which,  as  is  usual  in  times 

Mass.  Artkivts:  Rn>,  Rolls,  xxiv.  3.  nf  pablic  distrcM,  began  to  appear. 

1*  Matt.  Artkhfts :  Rev.  Rdlt,  xli.  107.  Under  this  set  Ttm  Sar^eantand  Jon- 

Matt^  Arrkivtt:  Rev.  R^h%  XtcH.  athan   Sprague  pave  information,  on 

77*  oath,  to  the  Board  of  War.  "  that  they 

*•  In  the  winter  of  1776  the  General  have  good  Reason  to  sanpect  that  In 
Court  passed  "an  Act  to  prevent  Mo-  the  Houses  of  Mary  Emmerson  Widow 
Ropoly  &  Oppression,**  which  was  de-  &  Jacob  parkcr  Housewrigbt  or  Gentle- 
signed  to  chedt  apaculatiion  and  a  spirit  man,  bodi  <rf  Maiden  aforesaid  theie  to 

49 
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New  York  dispirited  men  who  had  trusted  in  their  own  courage 
and  a  favoring  Providence  rather  than  in  material  strength  and 
military  discipline;  and  the  army,  which  had  been  formed  by 
levies  made  for  short  periods  of  service,  was  threatened  with  an 
early  dissolution.  It  then  began  to  be  seen  that  the  country^ 
however  averse  its  farmers  and  mechanics  might  be  to  a  military 
life,  must  make  the  work  of  war  a  business,  and  that  only  an 
army  enlisted  for  a  long  period  could  attain  to  a  discipline  that 
would  enable  it  to  oppose  with  success  the  hardy  veterans  of 
European  wars;  and  the  continental  line  was  ordered  to  be 
reorganized  and  filled  by  regiments  raised  for  a  service  of  three 
years  or  for  the  war.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  bold  attacks 
and  brilliant  successes  of  Trenton  and  Princeton  revived  the 
courage  and  hopes  of  tlic  people,  and,  as  Mr.  Bancroft  remarks* 
"  turned  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning." 

In  Massachusetts  under  the  new  requisition  every  seventh 
man  was  called  and  the  General  Court  prepared  an  address, 
which  was  read  at  the  head  of  the  militia  companies  and  to  the 
congr^iations  assembled  on  the  Sabbath.  "We  entreat  you,** 
it  said,  "  for  the  sake  of  religion,  for  the  enjoyment  of  which 
our  ancestors  fled  to  a  wilderness,  for  the  sake  of  freedom  and 
social  happiness,  to  act  vigorously  in  this  critical  state  of  our 
country."^'  The  proportion  of  each  town  was  fixed  and  each 


con«Mera1)1e  numlier  of  yards  of  Woolen 

&  I.innt."n  Clotli,  wliich  Ctoth  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Army 
ft  that  tlt«  said  cloth  in  «dd  Houiea 
the  owner  refuses  to  adi  OT  dispOM  of 
at  reasonable  price.** 

On  this  hrfonnation  a  warrant  was 
issued,  upon  which  thf  following  return 
was  made,  March  19. 1777. 

«  Jn  obediance  to  the  witMn  Precept 

I  ha\  e  m;\ilc  St'arch  Tii  the  house  of  the 

widow  Mary  Emerson  &  have  found  in 
said  house  forty  three  yards  one  Qr^  ft 
one  S.  of  a  yard  of  Checked  woolen 
Cloath  &  twenty  five  yards  one  half  & 
t,8.  of  a  yard  of  Tow  Cloath  ft  after 

tnlvinq  the  same  into  my  rare  the  Af^ents 
appointed  by  the  Selectmen  of  maiden 
agiced  with  the  said  nary  for  tli« 


Cloath  ft  pmchaaed  it  at  the  State 

price.  T  DificHt  proceed  to  go  to  mr 
Parkers  house  by  reason  it  was  not 
Selected  that  any  of  the  Goods  had 
been  Removed  there 

''prme  Joun  Vinton  CotutabU"* 
Pitptrt  Mf  in  ike  «0t«  tf  tkt  Semtary 
of  Slate,  ^frs.  Emerson  was  the  widow 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  and  Jucub 
Parker  was  their  son-in-law.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Emerson  his  widow  a^d 
daughters  appear  to  have  kept  a  smali 
shop  for  the  sale  of  Roods  in  their  house 
near  the  mcffinp  house. 

w  Bancroft.  History  of  the  UniUa 
SMtt,  5th  cd^  is.  235. 

ii  131. 
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was  obliged  to  furnish  its  quota  by  draft  or  otherwise.  At 
a  meeting  held  February  24,  1777,  Maiden 

Voted  To  Give  Each  man  that  shall  Inlift  into  the  Contenantall  army 
for  three  years  or  During  the  war  Ten  Pounds  unanimously. 

In  April  this  buuiity  was  extended  to  those  who  had  pre- 
viously enlisted,  it  being 

Voti'i,  that  the  Committe  Pay  those  men  the  Tcnvn  Bounty  who 
Inlisted  into  the  Cutuinantial  array  before  tlie  24  of  February  Last  if 
they  procure  a  Certificate  that  they  have  not  Received  any  other 
Extraordinary  Bounty.^ 

The  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Newport  and  ia  the  waters  of 
Narragansctt  Bay  caused  frequent  alainis  and  several  calls  were 
made  upon  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  for  service  in  Rhode 
Island.    At  a  meeting,  held  May  2,  the  town 

Voted  io  give  those  men  forty  shillings  that  will  goe  to  the  asistance 
of  the  army  at  Providence  or  else  whare  in  any  of  the  New  England 
States  for  two  months. 

The  rolls  contain  tlie  names  of  seven  Maiden  men  who  ser\'ed 
under  Captain  Stephen  Dana  of  Colonel  Josiah  Whitney's  regi- 
ment, in  Rhode  Island  in  May  and  June  of  this  year.''^  Soon 
after  the  entire  militia  of  the  state  was  held  in  readiness  to 
march  at  tlie  shortest  notice  ;  and  later,  on  an  urgent  call,  every 
seventh  man  was  railed  out  to  reinforce  the  northern  army,  which 
was  retrcatinf;  before  Burgoync.  Meanwhile,  in  the  face  of 
pressing  calls  for  militia  service,  the  enlistments  for  the  regular 
rej^iments  proceeded  slowly;  and  the  towns  were  perplexed  by 
the  frequent  demands.  To  overcome  its  own  difficulties  Maiden 
passed  the  following  votes :  — 

[August  15,  1777.3  Voff'd  to  Raise  a  Sum  of  NIoncy  for  the  In- 
couragement  of  the  men  that  shall  lolist  or  that  shall  be  Draughted  to 
goe  to  the  assistiance  of  y^  army. 

VSfiied  to  give  to  those  men  that  shall  Inlist  or  that  shall  be  Draughted 
^  pounds  to  Eadi  man 

[August  80.3  VaitdVi  Choos  a  Committe  to  hire  our  Pioportion  of 
men  for  the  presant  Service  in  the  Best  manner  Poslble 

H  This  WM  tn  addition  to  the  conti-   hf  the  Province.   Cf .  Bradford,  History 

iicnt.il  bonnfv  of  twenty  doll.irs  and  .1    cf  ^Tiisutchusttts,'\\.  129. 

grant  of  land,  and  twenty  pounds  offered  Mau.  Archivtt:  Xtv.  i?M7i,i.  iSj. 
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The  committee  was  composed  of  Lieutenant  Wiilian)  VV  aite, 
Joseph  Barrett,  James  Howard,  John  VVaitc,  and  John  Tufts; 
and  fuc  days  later  the  town  r.iiscd  two  hundred  anil  fort)- 
pounds,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  already  ottered,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  ten  men.  It  appears  that  the  quota  of  the 
town  was  finally  filled ;  and  the  names  of  thirty-one  men  were 
enrolled  in  1777  for  a  service  of  three  years.-"^ 

About  this  time  Dr.  Jonathan  Porter,  the  h\st  landlord  of  the 
old  Ncwhall  Tavern,  temporarily  removed  to  Boston,  or  to  Med- 
ford,  whither  his  son  Jonathan  had  t^one  in  1773.  Mc  had 
taken  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  during  the  troubles  of  this 
period,  serving  on  various  committees,  and  for  aught  that  can 
now  be  discovered  he  was  as  patriotic  as  iiis  neighbors.  The 
following,  from  the  bitter  pen  of  a  most  vehement  newspaper 
writer  of  the  day,  connects  his  name  with  the  Tories  and  inti- 
mates that  his  absence  from  Maiden  was  not  without  cause.  It 
may  have  been  that  some  of  the  old  leaven  of  the  earlier  days 
remained  in  him  and  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  town  for 
that  reason.  At  this  time  the  feeling  against  those  who  sympa- 
thized with  the  royalists  ran  high,  and,  as  is  not  unusual  at  such 
times,  public  opinion  was  not  always  just.  In  some  places  the 
oflFenders  were  harassed  or  driven  from  the  town,  and  in  others 
harsher  measures  were  adopted.'*'*  However  it  may  have  been 
with  Dr.  Porter,  he  returned  to  Maiden,  was  chosen  a  member 
of  tlie  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  1779,  and  died,  Jan- 
uary I,  1783,  aged  sixty-two  years.  It  is  remarkable  that,  while 
the  record  of  the  meeting  held  May  19,  1777,  is  apparently  fully 
and  carefully  written,  there  is  no  notice  of  the  vote  that  en- 
dorsed the  character  of  Dr.  Porter,  which  I  copy  from  the 
Boston  newspaper  in  which  it  was  published.  Difficult  is  it  at 
the  present  day  to  decide  whether  it  ought  to  be  considered  as 
a  complete  vindication. 

**  Masu  Arthheti  Rev.  Rdit,  nvH,  was  of  Boston  and  had  bought  the«est' 

XOdttsiq.  erly  half  of  the  homestead  of  Elder 

<t  In  March,  1779,  the  property  of  Thomas  liurditt  in  1767,  which  was  the 

Andrew  Catneao,  absentee,  situated  in  property  leased.    He  was  a  man  of 

the  south  rn-^t  pnrt  of  the  town,  nn  the  character  and  educat';nn,  -x  hrirri«;tcr  .it- 

Wianisimmct  Koad.  was  leased  at  auc-  law,  anda  Judge  of  Adminlty.   He  was 

tioo  for  one  year  to  Jabez  Burditt.   He  proscribed  in  1778;  hnvhtg  left  the  ooon- 
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JovcB  Junior 

Presents  his  most  req)ectftil  compliments  to  those  chosen  few^  who 
early  and  faithfully  eni^ed  in  the  Cause  of  liberty  and  their  Countiy» 

to  oppose  those  Sons  of  Tyranny  who  took  ShcUer  behind  the  BritiBh 
Tyrant's  lulicts,  and  Band  of  Hireling  Vassals,  That  he  is  once  more 
relurnt'd  from  Correcting  those  Miscreants,  after  almost  two  Years 
Absence ;  I'hat  he  will  meet  them  at  the  o/<i  IHace  of  Rendezvous  to 
Morrow  Evening,  7  o'clock,  in  Order  to  Consult  the  raoist  effective 
Ways  and  Means  to  carry  into  Execution  the  Act  of  this  Slate  to  pre- 
vent Monopoly  and  Oppresnon ;  To  see  what  is  best  to  be  done  with 
those  shameless  Brass  Faced  Tories,  who  have  the  Audaciousness  to 
remain  among  thi*;  much  abused  antl  insulkd  People,  nnd  sti!1  carry  on 
their  Trc.u  lu'rous  l)e^,igns  :  To  take  the  best  Methods  to  L;ct  riil  of  a 
Set  of  abamioncd  Miscreant  lories,  who  have  been  drove  out  of  the 
several  Towns  in  this  State  for  their  Villainous  Doings,  and  have  taken 
Shelter  in  this  Town ;  To  take  some  effective  Method  to  prevent  their 
frequent  Meetings,  and  Act  upon  all  such  Matters  as  shall  come  before 
them. 

N.  B.  I  desire  you  would  make  a  proper  Enquiry  of  a  Rescinding 
Calf,  a  Maiden  Porter,  a  Cape-Auu  Serjeant  and  a  Refugee  Upham." 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Maiden,  voted,  nem.  con.  That  the 
Piece  signed  Joyce,  jun.  published  in  the  Paper  of  the  17th  of  March 
last,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  Character  of  Doctor  Porter,  late  an  In- 
habitant of  this  Town,  is  fidse  and  groundless. 

Attest,  Samuel  Merriit,  Town-Oerk* 

Maiden,  May  19^  1777.^ 

In  1776,  and  i^in  in  1777,  the  General  Court  recommended 
the  people  of  the  state  to  give  their  representatives  authority  to 
prepare  a  form  of  state  government,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
town  held  May  19,  1777,  it  was 

VoUd  to  Instruct  the  Representative  according  to  a  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court  Concerning  a  Form  of  Government. 

A  convention  of  the  ComtuittcLS  of  Safety  in  Worcester 
couaL\  had  previously  declared  that  a  constitution  sliould  be 
ado])tecl  b\'  a  convention  of  dclcc^ates  cliosen  for  that  pur[)o>e 
and  nut  by  the  General  Louii,  and  such  a  course  was  favored 

try  in  17*5;  I'ut  !ic  returned  m  'no-tun  Cittd,-,  M.irch  ro.  t--0:  Sabine,  Zfya/- 

in  17SS,  and  died  at  Kuxbury  in  179^.  ists  t>f  i/u  Amiruan  Jw  l  i^ntivn,  \.  zij/i. 

By  some  means  his  property  escaped  *  Fotton  Caxelte,  March  17.  1777. 

confi«mtion  anH  wn<»  tnhi  rired  hy  his  iHdtfendemt   CkrettiUe^   May  aa, 

daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas  brewer.    Boston  1777. 
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by  the  larger  towns.  Notwithstanding,  a  form  of  government 
was  agreed  upon  by  the  representatives  in  February,  1 778,  and 
submitted  to  the  people.  One  hundred  and  twenty  towns  made 
no  returns ;  but  the  measure  was  rejected  by  the  remainder  on 
a  vote  of  ten  thousand  against  the  proposed  constitution  and 
two  thousand  in  its  ra\  or.^  It  was  brought  before  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  Maiden,  March  4,  when 

After  Reading  and  Debatii^  Upon  the  Several  Fimgrafts  of  the 
Constitution  and  form  of  Government  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned 
for  further  Consideration  of  the  form  of  Government  to  the  annaol 

Meeting  in  May  next  at  one  o  Clock. 

At  the  meeting  held  May  25  the  constitution,  with  slight 
amendments,  was  adopted  in  detail,  and 

After  the  form  of  Government  was  Considered  Articel  by  Articel  with 
Amendments  tbay  Vokd  to  Exept  the  whole  withe  the  Amendments 

Together  with  the  37  Articel  in  the  Thursdayes  Paper  April  16,  1776 
[1778]  There  was  Seven^  (70)  voters  for  it  and  none  Against  it." 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1778  Captain  Benjamin  Blaney's 
company  In  Colonel  Brooks's  regiment  of  Guards  was  on  duty 


Bradford,  History  of  Massachusetts, 

•15  The  proposed  constitution  and 
form  of  government  Is  given  in  Brad- 
ford, HUt9iy«f  Matmehmetts,  it.  349-362. 
The  thirtv-<?rverith  nrtirle  \ras  not  a  ]).irt 
of  the  document  presented  by  the  Gen- 
era) Court;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  it 
h.T;  ever  hwn  reprinted.  Dr.  William 
Gordon,  of  Roxbtiry,  the  historian,  con- 
tributed three  articlea  to  the  ludtpen- 
<UfU  Ckromcle,  in  which  he  strongly 
critidfted  the  constitution  as  submitted, 
and  urged  a  delay.  He  wrote:  "Be 
careful  that  you  arc  not  drawn  in  to 
vote  upnn  .iny  form  of  government  till 
you  ha^e  liad  full  imx  to  consider  the 
same  "  In  the  third  article,  which  ap- 
peared April  16,  177S.  he  proposed  the 
additional  articl*',  t)i«  votcn  of 

Maiden  "excepted."    lie  said:  — 

"  Let  me  humbly  and  earnestly  be- 
seech them,  for  their  own  sakes,  for 
that  of  their  posterity  and  countrjr*  to 
add  the  following  article,  viz. 

"XXXVII.  On  thelaatWedneMlay 


in  April,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  or 
in  [the]  year  17801  should  the  war  be 

protracted  to  that  period,  a  Stnte  Con- 
vention, consisting  of  delegates  from 
every  district,  double  to  the  number  of 

Senators  for  each  distrirr,  chosen  by  the 
people  at  large,  in  the  same  manner  a* 
the  Senatora,  none  of  whom  shall  be  of 

the  General  Court,  phall  meet  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  reviving  [revising]  the 
constitution,  and  declaring  what  altera* 

tions  nr  ^Klciiiions  are  requisite,  in  order 
to  its  being  rendered  more  perfect,  which 
shall  be  laid  before  the  people  for  their 
acceptance  or  r.  j<  ction,  and  shall  t:d;e 
place,  if  voted  fur  by  two  thirds  of  the 
freemen  present  at  the  town-meetings. 
Such  likp  St  ill-  Convention  shall  also 
be  held  for  .similar  purposes  at  the  eml 
of  cverj'  twenty  years  succc.-isively." 

"This  articl.  ,  gentlemen,"  he  added, 
"  tvill  preser-tt  the  iUJj  in  your  o^vn  kauJ>, 
and  continue  to  you  the  foiivr,  as  well 
as  the  ri!;hl.  of  preventing  or  curing  the 
abuses  of  government." 
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at  Cambridge,  "  Guarding  the  Troops  of  the  Convention," — the 
captured  army  of  Burgoyne,  which  was  encamped  at  Prospect 
Hill.*  Besides  the  captain  there  were  several  Maiden  men  in 
this  company,  which  appears  to  have  been  drawn  from  the 
Middlesex  towns  in  this  vicinity.  Philemon  Munroe,  of  this 
command*''  and  Daniel  Chadwick,  Thomas  Parker,  and  James 
Dickenson,  of  some  other,  were  afterwards  allowed  by  the  town 
six  pounds  each, "  for  there  Extraordinary  service  at  Cambridge 
in  1778  as  Guards  of  the  Conentton  Troops."  Soon  after  the 
names  of  fourteen  Maiden  men,  with  that  of  Sergeant  Nehemiah 
Oakes  at  the  head,  appear  on  the  pay  roll  of  a  company  under 
Captain  Stephen  Dana,  "for  their  State  Bounty  being  One 
month  in  the  service  at  the  Lines  at  Boston;  and  about  the 
same  time  a  requisition  was  made  for  four  privates  *'  to  march 
without  Delay"  to  Rhode  Island,  the  towns  of  which  were 
threatened  by  a  large  English  force.  Other  demands  were 
made  from  time  to  time  for  the  continental  service  or  for  local 
defence.  To  meet  the  many  calls  for  men  and  money,  the 
townspeople  were  taxed  to  the  utmost,  but  they  persevered  as 
the  records  of  their  action  from  time  to  time  in  town  meetings 
and  its  result  will  show.  At  a  meeting  held  May  7,  1778,  it 
was 

Voted  that  tbare  be  a  Coimiiitle  Appointed  to  take  Under  Consid- 
eration former  Servrices  in  the  Piesant  war  and  who  Should  be  Called 
Upon  and  what  Sums  thay  sboukl  in  lustice  pay  towards  hiring  men 
Agreable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  Pased  April  20  for  Retn> 
forceing  the  Continantial  virmy  P^fore  the  Town  Should  be  Taxed  for  a 
Bounty  and  Keporte  a  list  to  the  Town. 

This  committee,  which  was  composed  of  Captain  Benjamin 
Blaney,  Lieutenant  Nathan  Lynde,  Lieutenant  William  Waite, 
Francis  Phillips,  Ezra  Sargeant,  David  Sargeant,  and  John 
Nichols,  after  hearing  "  the  Complaints  of  the  agrevied,"  made 

^  Muss,  Archives:  Rev.  Roils^  xvii.  which  brought  liim  to  Maiden  soon  after. 

1491  At  the  close  of  the  war  Ke  married  Eliz- 

Philemon  ^^•tnr^p.  a  native  of  Lex-  abeth,  daughter  nf  Thomas  Waite,  and 

ington,  was  one  of  the  Ititle  band  which,  returned  to  I^exin^ton,  where  he  died 

undcrCaptaiin  John  Parker,  withstood  the  October  17,  1S06. 

Biitish  troops  on  Lexington  Common.        ^  Afau.  ArMvet:  RtO,  RalUf  zviii. 

Perhaps  it  was  the  attraction  of  love  240. 
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a  report,  which  was  "  excepted  "  and  committed  to  Lieutenant 
Nathan  Lynde,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  town,  '*  to  Collect 
the  money  and  lay  it  oat  in  the  Best  maner  in  hiring  men." 
Lieutenant  William  Waite,  Ezra  Sargeant,  and  David  Sargeant 
were  chosen  to  assist  him;  and  if  the  committee  needed  more 
money  in  hiring  men  they  were  authorized  "  to  procure  what  is 
wanting  upon  the  Towns  Expence." 

In  the  fall  of  1778  a  sergeant's  guard  was  posted  on  Wayte's 
Mount  and  a  beacon  erected  there,  for  the  purpose  of  warning 
the  countiy  in  the  event  of  a  descent  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
coast.  A  angle  paper  alone  preserves  the  memoty  of  this 
post 

Head  Q^^^'^crs,  Boston,  Sept'.  7,  1778 
Sir,  You  are  Detached  with  Seven  men  for  the  purpow  of  Guarding 
the  Bacon  on  Maiden  Hill,  and  Sitting  Fire  thereto  when  the  Signal  is 
Given  from  the  Bacon  in  Boston.   You  are  to  keep  a  Sentinel  Day  and 

night  by  relief  at  the  Bacon,  his  Duty  is  to  Preserve  it  from  being  in- 
jured by  .my  Person  or  Persons  —  and  Constantly  to  be  observing  the 
Bacon  in  lioston.  If  He  Obscnx-s  it  to  be  on  Kire  He  is  Immediately 
to  Call  fur  you.  Upon  your  own  veiw  of  it,  being  Certain  that  it  is 
on  Fire  you  will  immediately  Sit  fire  to  your  own,  but  not  otherwise,  as 
you  will  answer  for  it.  You  will  Inculcate  on  your  Sentinels  the  great- 
«t  Vigilance  in  Duty  and  acquaint  them  that  tliey  will  lu-  liable  to  Suffer 
Death  at  the  Discresion  of  a  court  Martial,  should  they  be  found  absent 
ftom  or  Sleeping  on  their  Post 

By  order  of  Nfajor  (ien'  Heath 
Jon*  Pollard  D  A 
Ser^  of  ^  Guard  at  Maiden  Bat&n 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1778  there  were  reasons  for  appre- 
hending an  early  attack  somewhere  upon  the  Massachusetts 
seaboard ;  and  soon  after  the  state  called  out  a  body  of  the 
militia  to  act  in  its  defence.  Connected  with  this  movement 
was  a  company  under  the  command  of  Nathan  Sargeant,  of 
Maiden,  who  had  commanded  a  company  in  1776,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  composed  of  men  from  the  nearer  towns  of 
Middlesex  and  Essex.  In  relation  to  this  company  the  follow^ 
ing  paper  is  preserved. 

*  OfigbMl  in  poAsessioD  of  Arteou*  Barrett,  i8£& 
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We  the  Sabscriben  aevenUy  Inlist  ourselves  into  the  Service  o( 
Massachusetts  Bay  to  serve  in  a  Company  Whereof  Nathan  Sargeant  is 

Captain  For  the  term  of  three  months  from  our  Arrival  in  Camp  unless 
sooner  Discharged  and  each  oi  us  do  engage  to  Furnish  and  Carry  with 
us  into  the  Scn  ire  a  good  and  Krtcctivc  Fire  Ann  and  l!;iyotKt  Car- 
tridge Il<i\  Knapsac  k  lilankit  and  CanU'cn  or  wooden  l>ottle  and  when 
Formed  wc  engage  to  march  to  Boston  and  hereby  obiiiige  ourselves 
Faithfully  to  observe  and  obey  all  such  orders  as  we  shall  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  the  oflScers  that  are  or  shall  be  appointed  over  ns 
and  to  be  subject  to  such  Regulations  as  are  provided  for  the  Continen- 
tial  Army  Dated  this  first  Day  of  Febuary  1779 

Jonathan  Brown,  Serjf 
Samuel  Grover  Leu.        Benjamin  Brown  Letf. 

MaTTHEITS  SpkAGUE,  EnENEZER  BUCKNAM,        JOHN  BrOWN, 

Silvester  PRArr,  Moses  Haoley,  Samuel  Hadley.** 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  lieutenants  the  men  here 
mentioned  were  from  other  towns.  The  beacon  on  Wajrte's 
Mount  was  probably  never  fired  and  the  men  of  Captain  Sar- 
gcan^s  company  returned  to  their  homes  without  meeting  the 
enemy,  as  the  threatened  attack  was  not  made.  Such  alarms 
were  common,  as  the  British  cruisers  often  appeared  in  the 
offing  and  an  invasion  by  the  way  of  Rhode  Island  was  never 
wholly  impossible. 

In  June.  1779,  another  call  was  made  for  recruits  for  the 
continental  line,  and  a  body  of  mOitia  was  ordered  to  Rhode 
Island,  which  was  still  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To  avert  a 
drafr  the  town  took  the  following  action. 

[June  21,  1779]  l  o/ci/ to  Choose  a  Committee  to  procure  the  men 
for  the  Continanteal  army  or  any  otlier  that  shall  be  Called  for  by  I^w- 
full  authori^  within  Six  months  on  the  best  Terms. 

[June  s8,]  it  was  put  to  vote  to  See  if  the  Town  will  approve  of  the 

Committee  Choosen  to  hire  men  for  to  Reinforce  the  Continaiual  army 
and  those  Ordered  to  Proviilcnce  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  ( Icncral 
Court  lunc  8  1779  to  hire  the  men  out  of  Town  Provided  that  thay  are 
Satisfied  that  Said  Towns  have  Raised  thare  own  men  and  it  Past  in 
the  affirmitive 

FffHed  to  Indemnify  the  Commision  Officers  if  thay  Do  not  Fn)c^^|||f|d 

*  Original  in  possession  of  Artumaa  Uarrett,  1866.  % 
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At  the  latter  meeting  the  sum  of  eighteen  humireci  pounds 
was  raised  "  for  to  hire  the  Continantal  and  miiitia  men." 
Under  these  votes  six  men,  at  least,  were  hired  for  the  conti- 
nental army,  at  the  head  of  whom  stands  upon  the  list  the  name 
of  Pomp  Magos,  a  negro,  who  in  after  years  became  an  inmate 
of  the  poorhouse  and  on  election  and  independence  days  in- 
dulged in  reminiscences  of  his  campaigning  days  by  donning 
his  faded  and  ragged  regimentals,  getting  drunk»  and  shouting 

Cambridge 

In  October  a  meeting  was  called 

To  take  Under  Consideration  a  Letter  wiote  frcmi  Cap!  Phinehas 
Steams  Dated  Oct"  ii,  1779  wrote  in  Consiquence  of  A  Resolve  of 
•Conrt  Dated  Oct"  9.  17  79  for  to  Raise  one  Corpral  and  Eight  Privats 
to  march  to  Clavrack  on  Hudsons  Kiver  to  Joine  our  Army. 

• 

At  this  meeting,  which  was  adjourned  "  from  the  meeting 
liouse  to  M'.  Charles  Hills  West  Room,"  and  again  to  "  Cap! 
William  Waits  house  in  the  west  Room,"  Captain  William 
Waite,  Lieutenant  Bernard  Green,  and  Lieutenant  John  Vinton 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  hire  the  men  for  three  months,  and 
twenty-two  hundred  pounds  were  raised  for  that  purpose. 

A  meeting  was  held  Jane  14,  1780, 

to  See  what  Method  the  town  will  take  to  procure  the  men  now 
Called  for  to  Reinforce  the  Contenantial  army  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of 

Ihe  General  Court,  I  line  5>  ^  7 

80. 

[June  Fc>//'</thai  the  Coinmittee  be  impowered  to  Raise  the 

16  men  for  the  Contenantial  army  in  the  best  and  Cheapest  manner 
thay  can  and  that  the  town  will  fuUfiil  their  engagements, 

Twent^^six  thousand  potiuds,  in  the  debased  currency  of  the 
day,  were  voted  to  be  raised  by  taxation ;  and  the  town  agreed 
to  make  good  to  the  recruits  *'  the  Depreciation  of  the  money 
that  thay  shall  take  Upon  nots  of  hand  as  good  as  it  now  is." 
In  October  a  call  of  a  different  nature  was  received,  to  meet 

Sally   Magos,  the   daugluer   uf  she  was  younger  in  years,  it  is  takl 

Pomp,  was  well  known  in  her  later  years  she  was  less  industrious.   "  A  child  of 

to  many  nnw  livin-.    SIic  wns  a  good-  col' >iir "  lii_-luiij^ii:^  to  her  is  rriMnlcil  as 

natured  colored  woman  who  did  washing  dying  in  1S19,  and  others  are  mentioned 

and  diores,  or  gathered  and  told  "yarbs**  in  tradition.   She  is  suppoaed  lo  haw 

foraUving.  Earlier  in  the  century,  when  died  in  ChaHeatomi. 
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which  the  town  raised  twelve  thousand  pounds  "to  purchase 
the  7160  lbs  of  Beef  for  the  army  agreable  to  the  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court,  Sept.  5,  1780."  Such  calls  were  often  made.** 
Two  months  later  six  hundred  pounds  in  the  new  emission  were 
raised ;  and  in  the  next  July  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  same 
currency  were  voted  for  a  like  purpose,  and  it  was  voted  to 
"leve  the  Care  of  Providing  the  Cloathing  for  the  Contenantial 
army  to  tlie  Selectmen." 

In  the  midst  of  these  transactions  Maiden  received  a  visita- 
tion  which  carried  consternation  from  one  extreme  of  the  town 
to  the  other.  In  October,  1778,  the  smaU-pox  was  brought 
here  by  Mrs.  Rebecca  Parker  and  continued  its  ravages  during 
the  space  of  seven  months.  Many  persons  were  sick,  of  whom 
eight  died.  Among  the  latter  were  Jacob  Parker,  the  husband 
of  Mrs.  Parker,  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Emerson,  widow  of 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  and  the  town  clerk,  Samuel  Merritt, 
with  his  wife  and  their  infant  child.  Mrs.  Parker  recovered  and 
was  married  in  1780  to  Deacon  Brintnall  of  Chelsea,  and  after 
his  death  to  Samuel  Waite  of  Maiden  in  1809. 

It  was  during  the  year  1780  that  a  natural  phenomenon 
appeared  which  equalled  in  its  gloom  the  despondency  that 
poverty  and  the  troubles  of  the  time  had  caused  to  pervade  the 
land.  In  its  manifestation,  aided  by  the  ignorance  and  super- 
stition which  still  remained,  a  survival  of  the  earlier  days,  it  is 


"  "[March  lo.  17S6.]  In  the  House 
of  Representatives  On  the  rLtitioii  of 
Kzra  Sargent  Escj^  in  behalf  of  the  Town 
of  Maiden,  praying  that  the  said  Town 
may  be  credited  on  an  execution  issued 
by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Cotnnionwealth 
for  a  deficienc)-  of  beef  required  of  said 
Town : — 

"  Jtatii-di  that  the  praver  of  the  ^aid 
petitloti  t)e  granted  and  that  tlie  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth  b?,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said 
Town  of  Maiden  for  two  thousand  three 
liundred  and  thirty  nine  pounds  of  beef 
at  four  pence  per  pound  nmountinR  to 
thirty  eight  pounds  nineteen  shillings 
^'  eight  pence  on  the  afofementioned 
execution. 

"  In  Senate  read  &  concurred 


"  Approved  by  the  tiovernor  " 
Genera!  Court  Retords,  xlvi.  in  heo. 

"  In  July,  1780.  the  rate  of  etrhin^e 
of  paper  for  specie  was  sixty-nine  for 
one,  which  must  be  considered  in  lead- 
ing of  the  apparpntlv  enormous  sums 
raised  out  of  the  poverty  of  the  people. 
A  new  emission,  designed  to  lie  equal 
to  specie,  was  ori^crp:'^  hv  Cri-i l'tc--^  this 
year;  but  before  it  could  be  thrown  into 
circulation  the  old,  nr  continental  bills, 

had  still  further  (!r  l"ri-<!  t'l  -cv(  f-vt^ 
to  one.  By  the  middle  of  June,  1781,  the 
new  emission  itself  had  fitlten  to  four  (inr 
(Hie  T(  w.T<  the  riplr!  decline  of  the  old 
continental  money  which  caused  wide- 
spread  poverty  and  soffering.  Felt,  tRt- 
torical  Acf0H$aof  MosjOthtatttt  Omtmef, 
187  <•/  Uf. 
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no  wonder  that  it  spread  amazement  and  fear  over  New  Eng- 
land. A  century  later,  when  it  again  appeared,  popular  iatel* 
ligence  had  so  far  advanced  that  the  yellow  day  of  iS8l  was 
looked  upon  as  an  unusual  event  which  science  could  explain, 
rather  than  as  an  occurrence  to  excite  terror  as  a  possible  fore- 
runner of  the  end  of  time  or  a  revelation  of  divine  wrath,  as  was 
the  dark  day  of  1780.  Phineas  Spn^ue,  the  father  of  Dr.  John 
Sprague,  In  left  us  an  account  of  the  dark  day  as  it  was 
observed  in  Maiden. 

Frida  May  the  19*^  1780  —  This  day  was  the  most  Remaikabel 
day  that  Euer  my  Eyes  beheld  —  the  air  had  bin  full  of  Snioak  to  an 

uncommon  degree  so  that  wee  could  scairce  See  a  mountain  at  two 
miles  distance  for  3  or  4  dayes  past,  till  thursday  after  Noon  the  Smoak 
all  went  uf  to  the  somh  —  at  Sunset  a  verey  black  bank  of  a  clotid 
apperead  in  the  south  and  west,  the  Nex  muruing  cloudey  and  thun- 
der' in  the  west  about  ten  o  clock  it  began  to  Rain  and  grew  vere  dark 
and  a  T3  it  was  aUmost  as  dark  as  Ntte  So  that  we  was  obiged  to  lite 
our  candels  and  Eate  our  dinner  by  candellite  at  Noon  day  —  but  be- 
tween 1  and  2  o  clock  it  grew  lite  again  —  but  in  the  euening  the  cloud 
cairn  ouer  us  agnin  tho  the  moon  was  abotit  the  full  it  was  the  darkest 
Nile  that  euer  was  Seen  by  us  in  the  worUl.-" 

In  February,  1779,  the  General  Court  revived  the  question  of 
a  state  constitution ;  and  during  the  summer  of  that  year,  the 
several  towns  chose  delegates  to  a  convention  to  be  held  at 
Cambridge,  The  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  was  chosen  by  Maiden 
and  took  an  influential  part  in  the  deliberations  which  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  constitution.  He  especially  opposed 
the  creation  of  the  office  of  governor;  and  when  that  was 
decided  he  criticised  and  ridiculed  the  title  of  "His  Excel- 

Pkineka*  Sfiraj^  Ah  Mt-mema-  like  oceurrencei  have  been  noted,  •» 

niiitium,  in  the  possession  of  Artcni.i.s  Octol>er  ii.  1716,  and  Octr,rK-r  19.  1762. 

liarrett.   AccounU  of  the  dark  day  of  The  yellow  day,  September  6,  iSSl,  to 

1780  have  been  so  often  printed  that  T  wWcb  aJlusion  is  made  in  the  teitt,  b 

refrain  from  addinp  m  i]<.it  of  rhhicas  rememlicrcc!  by  ihf  pre^^cnt  ijeneratton ; 

Spragoe.  Those  who  may  wish  to  follow  and  the  particulars  of  it  were  closely 

the  tttbfect  may  conanlt,  Memmrt  «f  iAe  observed,  and  weie  described  In  the 

Amfrifan  Aoidi-my,  i.  214-246;  A'  F.  pn per'^  of  the  time.    All  these  we a p- 

J/isi.  and  Genfat.  Recister,  xv\\.  333;  patently  of  a  similar  characier.  and  thfv 

Ma$s.  ma.  Ceil.  \.  9';-<)S ;  BesUm  Gautte^  may  be  repeated  at  any  time  when  like 

May  22.  29, 17R0;  Coflfin.  Ifistory  of  Nmh  COtlditioikS  pravaiL 

«57t  Abbott,  Hutory  of  Amdwer^ 
iS9-i9a 
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lency,"  which  the  constitution  gives  the  chief  magistrate.  But 
though  he  differed  with  the  majority  in  these  and  other  minor 
matters,  the  constitution  itself,  when  settled,  received  his  ardent 
support.  When  framed  by  the  convention,  the  instrument  was 
laud  before  the  towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Maiden  met,  April 
50,  1780,  when  the  delegate  was  instructed  to  endeavor  to  pro* 
cure  several  amendments. 

Bat  if  he  cannot  procure  them  then  he  is  Instructed  to  Consent  to  it 
as  it  now  stands  or  make  such  alterations  as  shal  render  it  agreable  to 
the  Sentiments  of  two  thirds  of  the  people  of  this  state. 

The  constitution,  being  approved  by  more  than  two-thirds  of 
tbe  state,  was  now  settled ;  and  the  convention,  after  a  formal 
notice  to  the  General  Court,  dissolved.  The  first  meeting  in 
Maiden  for  the  election  of  state  officers  was  held  September 
4>  1780^  when  the  vote  of  the  town  was  as  follows:  — 

For  Govemer  .  .  .  John  Hancock,  Esq'  50  votes 

Lieu*  Govemer  Aitemas  Ward  Esq!  50  votes 

'Abraham  Fuller  Esqt  33  votes 

Josiah  Stone  Esq'  32  votes 

James  Prescot  Esq'  30  votes 

'I'liomas  Plimton  Esq'  31  votes 

.  John  Cummings  Esq'  28  \  (jtLS." 


Senators 


In  October  the  election  of  representatives  took  place  and 
Captain  Benjamin  Blaney  was  chosen  the  first  representative  of 
the  town  under  the  new  constitution. 

Meanwhile  the  calls  for  men  continued.  On  Christmas^day, 
1 780.  the  town  voted  to  raise  thirteen  men  "  for  three  years  or 
During  the  war;"  and  a  bounty  was  offered  "of  to  Guineas 
or  in  paper  Currency  at  the  Current  Exchange  when  paid  to 
them."  Later,  "an  hundred  harde  dollers'*  were  voted  to  be 
divided  between  the  thirteen  men ;  and  later  still  it  was 

[Februaiy  5, 1781.]  Voted,  To  make  an  Addition  to  the  hundred 
hard  Dollars  of  five  good  neat  Cattle  that  is  to  say  of  three  yean  old  or 

*'  John  Hancock,  who  received  the  were  successively  chosen  by  the  Gcn- 

nDanimous  vote  of  MaMeo,  was  chown  era]  Court  and  declined.  Afterwaids 

governor ;  I  iii  no  one  was  elected  to  the  Thomas  Gushing  was  cbOMn,  and  ac^ 

second  ottice  by  the  votes  of  the  people,  cepted  the  office. 
Janei  Bowddn  and  James  Wanen 
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if  sai'l  Soldier  or  <i^'\\-T-^  ia  Regularly  Discharged  any  time  within  the 
three  ycais  lie  Siiau  Kccuve  tiie  five  ucat  Cattle  at  the  age  oi  the  time 
that  be  or  thay  are  in  the  Sendee  or  in  any  other  produce  that  shfU  be 
Equal  to  the  said  Cattle  if  it  Sate  the  Said  Soldier  better. 

Notwithstanding  tiicse  otters  the  quota  remained  unfilled; 
and  but  one  man,  Ju^cph  Shuker,  had  enlisted  by  March  19, 
when  all  votes  relating  to  boiintie:>  were  reconsidered  and  the 
enrolled  men  of  the  town  were  divided  into  thirteen  classes, 
each  ol  which  was  to  furnish  a  man  for  three  years.  In  this 
way  the  men  were  raided  after  a  while,  the  last,  John  O'Xeal 


not  enlisting  until  July  5, 
The  prices  paid  for  re- 
cruits appear  to  have  va- 
ried.   Thus  the  class  of 


which  Joseph  Perkins  was  chairman  paid  Joel  Whittcmore  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Spanish  milled  dollars,^  while  that  of  Joseph 
Barrett  paid  "  Twelve  Pounds  Solid  Coinc." 

In  June  two  men  were  called  "for  Rhodisland,"  and  the  town 
raised  thirty  pounds  in  specie  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  them; 
nnd  a  few  days  after  the  quota  of  three  years  men  had  been 
filled,  ten  men  more  were  called  "  to  Joyne  General  Washentons 
army,"  To  meet  the  new  demand  five  hundred  hard  dollars 
were  raised,  and  seven  weeks  later  one  hundred  dollars  in 
specie  were  added.  At  the  ?.ime  time  one  hundred  pounds  in 
specie  were  raised  to  purchase  fifty-six  himdred  and  seventy- 
three  pounds  of  beef  for  the  army.  With  this  the  direct  traces 
of  the  Revolution  end  in  the  records  of  the  town.  One  revolu- 
tionary committee*  that  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety,  which  was  still  necessary  in  the  loose  and  uncertain 
condition  of  public  affairs,  was  annually  chosen  a  few  years 
longer  and  expired  at  the  beginning  of  1786,  as  is  elsewhere 
stated. 

Although  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case  it  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  town  records,  a  final  requisition  for  men  to  fill  the 
continental  army  was  made  in  1782.    Under  this  call  the  in- 

**  PtrktHs  Papers^  in  the  Maiden  Paper  in  the  possession  o{  the 

Public  Library.  writer.  . 
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habitants  of  the  several  towns  were  classed  and  each  class  was 
to  furnish  a  recruit.*  If  Maiden  had  already  furnished  full 
quotas  under  the  many  calls,  it  was  now  required  to  provide 
from  six  to  ten  men;  and  the  demand  was  satisfied  during  the 
summcr.^^  Of  the  men  thus  raised  I  can  recognize  the  names 
of  but  two,  those  of  Timothy  Garden  and  Ebcnezer  Robinson, 
who,  although  apparently  not  inhabitants  of  the  town,  must 
stand  as  the  last  recorded  recruits  which  Maiden  sent  to  the 
revolutionary  army.*" 

"  Bradford,  History  of  Massachusetts,  had  answered  in  full ;  but  seventeen  men 

ii.  211.  were  short  in  Middlesex,  and  a  tax  of 

*•  In  a  paper  headed,  "  Ballanccs  due  £-j\  is.  8d.  for  each  man  was  laid  upon 

from  the*  following  Towns  for  Men  defi-  the  delinquent  towns, 

cient  on  the  Class  Tax,  1782,"  in  Mass.  Mass.  Archives:  Rev.  Rolls,  xxxiii. 

Archives,  cxl.  277,  it  appears  that  Maiden  62-63. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

MALDEN  IN  THE  NAVY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

IT  was  not  alone  upon  the  land  that  the  men  of  Maiden  per~ 
formed  good  service  for  the  rising  nation;  although  the 
names  of  those  who  fought  upon  the  sea  have  been  well-nigh 
forgotten,  and  the  memory  of  their  deeds  has  nearly  passed 
away.   Nearly  four  score  years  ago  a  writer  observed  that 

The  naval  aflairs  of  our  revolutionary  struggle  are  much  involved  in 
obscurity,  owing  to  the  little  pains  taken,  at  that  time,  to  record  and 
preserve  them ;  the  whole  attention  of  the  nation  being  given  to  the 
mighty  stake,  for  which  it  was  contending,  and  which  swallowed  up 

every  other  rnnrern,  makiriE;  even  individual  glory,  in  which  s<'ir  appro- 
bation is  so  much  interested,  appear  but  as  a  tniuor  consideration.^ 

Under  such  conditions  local  pride,  by  a  loose  handling  of 
historical  facts,  has  made  great  progress  in  erecting  posthumous 
reputations;  while,  again,  local  indifference  has  allowed  to 

i  Goldsborough,  Naval  Ckronitie,  i.  33. 
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perish  the  recollection  of  services  which  far  exceeded  those 
which  have  been  made  apparently  great  by  eulogy  and  exag- 
geration. Well  do  these  remarks  apply  to  one  whose  deeds  as 
a  naval  officer  were  such  as  to  win  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  contemporaries,  although  from  the  causes  just  stated,  he  is 
hardly  known  by  name  to  recent  writers  upon  the  maritime 
events  of  the  Revolution. 

Among  the  men  who  marched  with  Captain  Blaney  on  the 
day  of  the  Lexington  Alarm  was  his  neighbor,  Captain  Daniel 
Waters.  He  was  a  master  mariner,  who,  coming  to  Maiden 
from  Charlestown,  purchased  in  1771  the  house  which  stood  at 
the  westerly  corner  oi  the  present  Chelsea  and  Ferry  Streets  in 
Everett.  His  memory 
was  long  continued  by 
the  later  name  of  the 
South  Spring,  until  a 
corporation,  receiving  rights  which  a  wise  town  ought  never  to 
have  relinquished,  changed  it  from  Waters's  Spring  to  the  inap- 
propriate and  finer,  perhaps  because  newer,  title  of  the  Everett 
Spring.  Me  will  be  remembered  as  having  charge  of  the  town's 
cannon  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Immediately  upon  the 
investment  of  Boston  he  was  appointed  by  Washini;ton  to  the 
command  of  a  small  gunboat,  which  was  stationed  in  Charles 
River;  and»  January  20,  1776,  he  was  commissioned  as  captain 
of  the  continental  schooner  "  Lee  "  of  eight  six-pounders  and 
fifty  mcn.^  The  name  of  this  little  schooner  fills  an  important 
place  in  the  history  of  the  American  navy;  for  under  the  noted 
Captain  John  Manly,  in  the  preceding  year,  she  was  the  first 
vessel  to  sail  under  the  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  the  prizes  which  she  made  were  of  the  utmost  value  to  the 
destitute  American  army  and  the  first  in  the  long  list  which  has 
become  the  glory  of  the  American  fiag.^  The  officers  of  the 
*'  Lee"  were  now: 

^  ClaxktMtva/  Hitttrftftke  United  ican  Hag  was  hoisted  by  John  Manly, 

Stiites.  \.  32.  tml  tlif  fir-t  British  flag  was  -tr  jck  to 

*  The  flag  of  the  "  Lee  "  «Ri8  the  Pine  him."   John  Adams  to  lilbridge  Gerry, 

Tree  flag  of  Maasachuaetts.  "  I  assert,"  in  Attstio,  lift  «f  EtM4ge  Gerry ^  i.  too. 
said  John  Adams,  **  that  the  drat  Amer- 
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L/i^tl  W:Lti;r^  C<2t:s:h, 

A*,  the  same  time  Samuel  Tocker  was  j^pointed  to  the 
Fiaaklio"  and  Cbarlcs  Dyer  to  the  "  Hamson;  "  and  a  littie 
later  John  Ayrcs  and  William  B  j:':r  were  as^ned  to  the 
Lynch  "  and  the  *'  Warren."  joho  Maaly,  who  was  appointed 
to  the  "Haococky"  Jar  :'"-  i,  was  the  commodore  of  this  little 
fleet  of  six  schooners,  which  was  Atted  out  by  order  of  Wa  :  .' r.^- 
ton,  and  was  designed  to  annoy  the  enemy  by  cutting  on  the 
reinforcements  and  iupplies  which  were  arriving  from  England. 
Captaia  Waters  ran':  J  second  to  Commodore  Manly  in  com» 
mand.  T:  y  -oon  had  an  opportunity  for  active  work ;  for  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Glover  of  Marblehead  wrote  to  Capti  n  Tucker, 
February  3,  I  heartily  congratulate  you»  Captain  Waters,  and 
your  officers,  on  the  success  of  your  last  cruise,  and  I  hope 
your  next  will  prove  as  successful."*  Soon  after,  Februarj- 
Washington  wrote  to  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Contin* 
ental  Congress: 

Captain  Waters  and  Captain  Tucker,  who  command  two  of  die 
armed  schooners,  have  taken  and  sent  into  GkMicester  a  bige  brigan* 
tine,  laden  with  wood,  a  handled  and  fifty  batts  for  water,  nn(!  fofty 

suits  of  bedding,  bound  from  I.Thivf.  in  Xova  Scotia,  for  fioston. 

She  is  one  of  the  transports  m  the  ministerial  ser^'ice.* 

Continuing  in  the  "  Lee,"  which  after  the  departure  of  the 
army  was  employed  by  Massachusetts  in  the  defence  of  the 
coast;  Captain  Waters  appears  to  have  distinguished  himself 
by  activity  and  address.  He  took,  Mny  10.  a  brig,  whose 
name  is  not  reported,  and  carried  her  into  Beverly.'  About 
this  time  James  Mugford  of  Marblehead,  who  appears  to  have 
po^sf  scd  an  enterprising  spirit  combined  with  recklessness, 
solicited  and  obtained  the  temporaiy  command  of  the  armed 
schooner  "  I'ranklin,"  then  lying  at  Beverly,  in  which  Captain 
Tucker  had  recently  performed  good  service.   Hastily  taking  a 

«  Force,  Amtriean  Arckha^  4th,  *  ^Vf^f^  ^f*  <^  WHtirngs  of  iVktk- 

910.  in^cn,  iii.  281. 

'  Sbeppard,  Li/c  0/  Samuel  Tutttr,  ^  Bottim  GoMttU^  May  13, 1776. 
337. 
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crew  from  Glover's  regiment,  which  was  stationed  at  Beverly 
he  jKit  to  sea,  barely  escaping  the  nicsscnj^L-r  which  General 
Ward,  who  had  received  uduriuation  which  wcakLiicd  his  con- 
hdencc  in  him,  liad  scat  to  prevent  him  from  takiiiL:  the  com- 
mand" He  .soon  intercepted  the  Britisli  shiij  ■  I  lopc,"  which 
he  carried  by  boarding.  Embarrassed  by  the  nearness  of  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  lay  within  sight  at  Nantaskct,  he  was 
abuui  to  run  his  prize  on  shore,  when  Captain  Waters,  whose 
proximity  may  hive  influenced  t!ic  easy  cai)tuic,  came  along- 
side. In  the  pre-»ence  of  a  regularly  comnii-.si< »ncd  tifticer  and 
a  vessel  of  supe-rior  force  the  authority  of  Miii;rt)rd  ma\'  have 
ceased.^''  Captain  Waters  undertook  to  take  the  j)ri/e  into 
Boston,  which  he  successfully  performed  b\'  the  \\  a\-  of  rulk  n 
Point  Gut  between  Deer  Island  and  Point  Shirley;  although 
she  grounded  at  ebb  tide  upon  the  flat  known  as  the  Handker- 
chief, where  she  remained  until  the  ensuing  ni;^lu  in  sight  of  the 
British  ships.  This  was  a  most  important  capture  for  the 
American  cause,  as  it  furnished  tiftccn  hundred  barrels  of  pow- 
der, one  thousand  c.iri)ines.  and  a  large  (juantit)'  of  instruments 
and  tools,  in  which  the  arni\'  was  very  deficient.  The  ship  and 
cari;  )  w  ere  valued  at  from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,'." 

In  June  the  "  Lee  "  made  another  valuable  prize,  which  was 
reported  as  follows :  — 

Friday  last  Capt.  Daniel  Waters,  in  company  with  a  Marblehead 
privateer,  took  a  large  ship  from  ScotI  unl.  liaving  on  board  94  High- 
landers, between  30  &  40  sailors  for  the  Mmisti  rial  Fleet,  and  40 
Pieces  of  Cannon,  4  and  6  Pounders,  besides  six  luuunted  on  Deck  &c. 
1  he  Marblehead  Privateer  took  60  of  the  Soldiers  on  board,  and  car> 
ried  them  to  Plymouth;  Capt.  Waters,  with  the  Prize  and  the  Remain- 
der, arrived  safe  at  Marblehead  on  Saturday.^* 

•  MarhUkead Miutns^tr,  May  20,  iS;6.  "  Clark,  Xtrvai  Hntary  of  the  Unittd 

•  Gordon,  History  of  the  Hist,  6fe.,  of  States,  i  30.  31 ;  Boston  Gatette.  May  20, 
tfif  ln,i^^t'<iii-  ".it  of  the  f'liitc.i'  Stiffs,  ii.  1776.  The  '  Hop-  '"  w  t.ikni  Frulay, 
71 ;  Clark.  Aaval  History  of  the  L'nited  May  17.  On  the  following  Sunday  Mug- 
JObAv.  i.  3a  ford  was  killed  wbUe  Mpelling  a  boat 

10  T1ir  "Fr.uikllii"  c  arrif*]   twcnt  v-    attack  upon  the  "  Franklin."  which  waB 
one  men  and  an  armament  of  four  guns,    aground  near  Point  Shirley. 
N.  £,  Hist.  Md  Cmmt.  Jttgitter^  xxv.         Boston  CoMetu,  Jane  10, 1776* 
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The  Marblehead  prfvateer  "  which  was  in  company  with  the 
*'  Lee"  was  the  public  aiaicd  schooner  "  Warren,"  Captain  Burke. 
The  prize  was  a  Scotch  vessel  of  Force,"  bound  frum  Greenock 
to  Hoston.'*  Ilcr  name  is  not  nu  iiiioncd  ;  but  she  was  probably 
the  ship  "  Anne"  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-lliree  tons,  which 
was  libelled  soon  after  by  the  schooners  "  Lcc,"  "  Warren,"  and 
"Lynch,"  allhou^di  the  connection  of  the  Lynch  "  with  the  affair 
does  not  a[)pear  in  the  papers  of  the  day.  Coaiijig  into  the  bay 
she  had  intercej)ted  a  vessel  L^oing  into  Cape  Ann  under  a  prize 
master,  who,  secin.<;  that  ilie  other  was  unaware  of  the  evacuation 
of  Boston,  disguised  his  real  character  and  represented  himself 
as  an  Englishman  bound  to  Boston  for  a  market 

The  Scotchman  being  a  stranger  to  this  Coast,  desired  the  Prize 

Master  to  Pilot  him  in,  which  he  nc^reed  to  and  conducted  bun  almost 
into  Cape  Ann,  when  he  observing  two  of  our  I'rivatecrs  appe.iring  m 
sight,  discovered  the  Trap  and  being  considerably  to  the  windward 
made -the  best  of  his  way  olT,  [but  was  caught  in  the  end.]  ^ 

The  first  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  appro* 
priately  observed  in  Massachusetts  Bay.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  that  day  the  Connecticut  colonial  brig  *'  Defence,"  Captain 
Harding,  of  fourteen  guns,  left  Plymouth  Harbor.  As  she  pro- 
ceeded northward  the  sound  of  firing  was  heard.  At  dusk  she 
made  the  "  Lee  "  and  other  armed  vessels,  which  had  been  in  ac- 
tion with  two  British  transports,  who  after  beating  them  off  had 
anchored  in  Nantasket  Roads.  The  vessels  which  had  been 
concerned  in  the  affair  were  the  "  Hancock,"  "  Lee,"  Lynch," 
"  Warren,"  and  "  Franklin."  Our  knowledge  of  their  movements 
at  the  close  of  the  fight  is  very  confused.  Cooper,  who  gives 
the  most  circumstantial  relation,  speaks  of  but  four  schooners, 
of  which  he  mentions  the  "  Lee,"  only,  by  name.    He  says:  — 

After  laying  his  pktns  with  the  commanders  of  the  schooners,  Cap- 
tain Harding  stood  into  the  roads,  and  about  eleven  o'clock,  at  night, 
he  anchored  between  the  transports,  within  pistol-shot.  The  schooners 
followed,  but  did  not  approach  near  rnongh  to  be  of  much  "^rn-ice. 
Some  hailing  now  passed,  and  Captain  Harding  ordered  the  eneujy  lo 
strike.    A  voice  fix>m  the  largest  English  vessel  answered,  •*  .\y,  ay  — 

»  Amenean  Gaaetir,  June  *5, 1776.       "  BcstoM  Gautu,  June  10, 1776. 
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1*11  strike/*  and  a  broadside  was  immediately  poured  into  the  Defence. 

A  shnrp  action,  that  lasted  more  than  an  hour,  followed,  when  both  the 
MngHsh  vessels  struck.  These  transports  contained  near  two  hundred 
soldiers  of  the  same  corps  as  those  shortly  after  Lakrn  by  the  Doria  ; 
and  on  board  the  largc:>i  uf  them  was  Lieutenaul  Colonel  Campbell, 
who  conmianded  the  regiment. 

In  this  close  and  sharp  conflict,  the  Defence  was  a  good  deal  cut  up 
aloft,  and  she  had  nine  men  wounded.  The  transports  had  eighteen 
killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  Among  the  slain  was  Major 
Menzies,  the  officer  wlio  li.id  answered  the  h.iil  in  the  manner  staled. 

The  next  morning  trie  Defence,  with  the  schooners  in  conip:Tny,  saw 
a  sail  in  the  bay,  and  gave  chase.  The  stranger  proved  to  be  another 
transport,  with  more  than  a  hundred  men  of  the  same  regiment  on 
board.  Thus  did  about  five  hundred  men,  of  one  of  the  best  corps  in 
the  British  army,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans»  by  means  of 
these  light  cruisers.'* 

Tl\c  vessels  captured  at  Nantasket  were  the  ship  "Georj^c" 
and  the  brigantine  "  Annabclla."  It  was  the  furnier  on  which 
Colonel  Campbell  was  embarked.  Tiie  transport  taken  in  tlie 
bay  was  the  ship  "  Lord  ilovve."  Tlie  shij)  "  Anne,"  whose 
previous  capture  has  been  related,  was  a  part  of  the  same  fleet. 
It  is  worth)-  of  remark  that  besides  Cooper,  wliose  statements 
arc  not  ahva\-s  to  be  accepted  uilli  confidence,  the  "  Defence" 
is  mentioned  in  connectinn  with  tbi^  affair  !>>•  Mrs.  Abiprail 
Adams,  in  a  letter  u  rilten  at  riymouth  the  da)'  after  liie  battle.'* 
Her  story  is  evidently  a  statement  of  the  exaggerated  rumors 
which  were  current.  Shcppard  refers  to  the  "  Defence  "  as  a 
Rhode  Island  cruiser,  but  does  nut  mention  her  name.  He  sa\-s 
she  lay  near  Long  Island  becalmed  and  that  the  shot  from  the 
enemy's  guns,  pas>ing  over  the  **  Hancock,"  eiulani;ered  her  so 
that  she  moved  from  her  position  and  could  render  no  as.sist- 
anre.'"  It  i^  al^o  noticeable  that  the  prizes  made  at  nii;ht  were 
libelled  soon  after  by  the  five  Massachusetts  schooners,  the 
Connecticut  cruiser  api)arently  making  no  claim  to  their 
cafiture.  The  following  account  of  the  atfair  is  from  a  paper 
of  the  time :  — 

»  Co<mer.  tHU^ry  of  th«  ffaoy  ef  the  United  States,  ed.  t866i,  I.  S> 

^«  ExmiHtr  Letters  o/phn  Arfiimr  an, I  his  Wi/tt  l9tj» 
Sheppjud,  Life  0/  Samuel  Tucker,  58. 
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Last  Sunday  night  two  transports,  a  ship  and  a  Brig,  ftom  Scotland^ 

with  »20  Highlanders  on  board,  were  chased  by  3  or  4  of  oiir  priva- 
teers, into  Nantasket,  where,  instead  of  finding  protection  from  Ilritish 
pirates,  they  were  both  obliged  to  strike  to  the  American  tiag.  iiie 
ship  muuuuiig  y  iix- pounders,  with  about  130  soldiers  besides  sailots, 
maintamed  an  engagement  of  several  hottis,  in  which  she  had  about 
17  killed  and  wounded.  lieiit  Colonel  Campbell,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  other  oflkers,  all  belonging  to  the  corps  of  Highl«nders, 
arc  among  the  prisoners.  Major  Macenzie  of  the  same  corps,  was 
killed  in  the  engagement.  His  remains  were  interred  here  with  mili- 
tary honors,  the  day  following.  Four  men  on  board  the  privateers  were 
wounded,  one  or  two  of  them,  it  is  feared,  mortally  ;  but  not  one  killed. 

On  Tuesday  last  another  Scotch  transport  ship  with  ii«  Highlanders 
on  board,  was  brought  into  Nantasket  by  our  privateers.  She  was  taken 
a  small  distance  from  the  light-house,  and  made  no  resistance.*' 

Clark's  relation  of  the  connection  of  the  "  Lee"  with  this  affair 
was  written  on  the  authority  of  Captain  Waters  himself.  He 

says : — 

In  this  vessel  he  [Captain  Waters]  cruised  near  a  year ;  and  cap- 
tured four  British  transports.  On  board  one  of  those  transports  was 
Colonel  Campbel  with  a  part  of  the  yxst  British  regiment.  Two  other 
American  privateers  assisted  in  the  capturing  of  this  vessel.  Another 
of  them  was  laden  with  merchandize  plundered  from  the  Merchants  of 
Boston  when  evacuated  by  the  British." 

Another  claimant  to  the  honors  of  this  capture  is  Captain 
Samuel  Tucker  of  the  '*  Hancock,"  whose  statement,  which  is 
strangely  at  variance  with  the  other  authorities,  seems  somewhat 
overdrawn.   He  says  in  a  letter  written  in  18 18:  — 

I  fell  m  with  Colonel  Archibald  Campbell,  in  the  ship  Geocge,  and 
brig  Annabella,  transports  with  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  Highland 
troops  on  board,  of  General  Fraser's  corps.   About  ten  p.  m.  a  sevei^ 

conflict  ensued,  which  held  about  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes.  I 

conquered  them  with  great  carnage  on  their  side,  it  l)einc:  in  the  night, 
and  iny  small  !)irque.  about  seventy  tons  burden,  being  very  low  in  the 
water,  I  received  no  damage  in  loss  of  men.*' 

i«  Anuriinu  G,izef/e,  June  2$,  1776.  show  slight  knowledge  of  th«  events 

"  Clark,  A^avai  History  of  tA«  Umkd  which  they  relate.    I^  -tli  innke  tl^f  sup- 

Slates,  i.  32.  posed  exploit  of  Captain  Tucker  to 

2'  Sheppard,  Life  of  Samiul  Tucker,  have  been  pe.-formed  in  the  "  Fr»nklm  ** 

60.    The  special  biographer  of  CapSiin  duiinf;  his   fir=;t  cnii'^c:   while,  ns  h:u! 

Tucker  and  the  historian  of  Marblehdd  been  slated,  the  engagement  was  more 
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Captain  Waters  continued  in  the  "  Lee  "  until  the  next  spring, 
making  several  prizes.  Although  his  vessel  is  stated  by  author- 
ities to  have  been  employed  by  the  state,  she  is  usually  referred 
to  as  the  continental  schooner  **  Lee ; "  and  in.  December  she  is 
distinctly  mentioned  as  being  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.**  In  September  he  sent  into  Boston  **  a  sloop  from  the 
Eastward,  bound  for  Halifax,  laden  with  cordwood ; "  ^  and  at 
the  end  of  the  month  he  is  reported  as  taking  the  sloop  "  Bet- 
sey," **  which  had  been  before  taken  by  the  Milford  man  of  war 
from  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  States."**  In 
October  he  libelled  the  schooner  "  Sally  "  as  a  recent  capture 
and  soon  after  the  papers  of  the  day  chronicle  the  arrival  at 
Boston  of  "  a  Prize,  taken  by  Capt  Daniel  Waters,  laden  with 
Staves,  bound  from  Nova  Scotia  for  the  West  Indies."  *  A 
later  capture  was  that  of  the  brigantine  "  Elizabeth,"  Captain 
Thomas  Edwards,  which  was  libelled  in  December."  Captain 
Waters,  on  his  promotion,  was  succeeded  in  the  command  of 
the  Lee "  by  Captain  John  Skimmer,  who  is  elsewhere 
mentioned. 

In  the  following  March  Captain  Waters,  of  whom  Washing- 
ton had  written  "  in  terms  of  high  approbation,"  ^  and  Captain 

  » 

Tucker,  being  recommended  by  the  commander-in-chief  and 
others  who  had  knowledge  of  their  characters,  were  taken  into 
the  regular  service  of  the  United  States,  their  commissions  being 
authorized  by  the  following  resolutions:  — 


than  four  nvnuhs  later,  and  Captain 
Tucker  was  in  the  schooner  "  Hancock." 
Cf.  Shei^NHd,  L^t  tfSumuH  Tkcttrt  57 
et  Mf.i  Roads,  Ifistuj  «/  AArMrAW, 
I7S- 

The  "  Ptanklin  "  was  under  the  com- 

mand  of  (Captain  ^nhn  'Skimmer,  whom 
both  Sheppard  and  Roads,  following  the 
erron  of  nrtier  copyists  with  adroinUt 
care,  mention  as  Captain  Skinneft  He 
succeeded  to  this  vessel  after  the  brief 
rule  of  Mngford.  and  as  commander  of 
the  r.  S  Iniu  "C.eneral Gates '*wa.s killed 
in  1778,  ill  an  action  with  a  brig  of  four- 
teen guns,  which  was  taken  after  a  long 
enca  i^enient.  B«ite»  Gatiite,  August  31, 
J77S. 


Captain  Skimmer  was  a  resident  of 
Hoston,  where  he  had  a  house  on  Hen- 
net  Street.  He  left  a  wife  and  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Jane,  the  eldest,  marrit-d 
Deacon  John  Waite,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Elisabeth  Waiteof  MaMcB  and  Charles* 
town,  who  was  a  merchant  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  chocolate  in  Boston 
andSatifns. 

«  /fosfort  C.i-fft,-.  Dcceml)er  2, 1776. 

22  Il)id.,  September  16,  1776. 

s»  Ibid.,  September  30.  1776. 

«  Il)id..  f)ctobcr  38."  1776 
Ibid.,  NovL'm1>er  If,  1776. 

*  Ibid  ,  Dcctmlier  2,  1776. 

^  Goldsborougb,  Nmal  CMrmiele,  i. 
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Saturday,  March  15,  1777  .  .  .  'I'he  marine  committee  reported, 
"  that  there  are  several  very  fine  prize  ships  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, very  suitable  for  the  sen'ice  of  the  continent,  and  which  may 
be  fitted  out  at  a  small  cxpence  ;  and  that  captain  Daniel  \Vaters,  and 
captain  Samuel  Tucker,  who  were  early  employed  by  general  Washing- 
ton in  cruizing  vessels  and  were  very  successful  and  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  general  and  others,  are  in  their  opinion  proper  to  be 
appointed  to  the  command  of  two  of  them  ;  "  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  give  direc- 
tions to  the  agents  to  purchase  three  ships,  and  order  them  to  be 
immediately  armed  and  fitted  out  for  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  Daniel  Waters  and  Samuel  Tucker  be  appointed  cap- 
tains in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  the  command 
of  two  of  the  ships  ordered  to  be  purchased  :  and  that  the  command 
of  the  other  ship  be  given  to  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  until  better  pro- 
vision can  be  made  for  him.* 

The  condition  of  the  finances  and  other  causes  led  to  a  de- 
cline of  the  naval  force  of  the  Revolution  after  the  first  two 
years  of  the  struggle.  It  was  at  its  greatest  strength  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1776  and  its  decline  then  began.  The  addi- 
tions which  were  made  by  new  vessels  or  captures  were  barely 
exceeded  by  the  losses  which  occurred ;  and  while  the  high 
prices  of  materials  and  labor,  or  their  scarcity,  impeded  the 
building  of  new  cruisers,  it  was  still  more  difficult  to  equip 
them  with  proper  armaments  when  launched.  The  two  frigates, 
the  "  Hancock  "  and  the  "  Boston,"  which  were  built  in  Massa- 
chusetts, were  given  to  John  Manly  and  Hector  McXiel.  Cap- 
tain VV^aters  received  orders  to  build  a  twenty-gun  ship  for  his 
command ;  but  finding  difficulties  in  the  way  of  building  and 
manning  a  ship,  he  entered  on  board  the  "  Hancock"  with  Cap- 
tain Manly  as  a  volunteer,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should 
have  the  first  ship  that  was  taken.^^ 

A  fleet,  consisting  of  the  two  frigates  just  mentioned  with  a 
number  of  smaller  cruisers,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Manly  as  commodore,  sailed  from  Boston  sometime  in  the 

3«  Journals  of  Cotiffress,  iii.  91.  Drake,  of  a  letter  dated  "  Boston,  July 

"  JVanscri/'t,    by    Satnuul    Adams    14,  1777." 
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month  of  May.*>  About  the  middle  of  June,  the  "Hancock'* 
fell  in  with  the  enem/s  frigate  "Fox"  of  twenty-eight  guns, 
which  was  taken  after  an  engnc^cment  of  four  hours,  in  which 
the  Americans  lost  eight  men.  The  greater  part  of  the  men  on 
the  prize  entered  the  American  service ;  and  out  of  them  and  the 
crews  of  the  frigates,  including  sixty  men  from  the  "  Hancock," 
the  "Fox"  was  manned;  and  she  was  entered  in  the  conti- 
nenta!  service  under  the  command  of  Captain  Waters.  Soon 
after  the  three  ships  ran  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  and  boldly 
looked  into  the  harbor  of  Halifax,  where  lay  a  British  fleet  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  George  Collier.  In  the  action  which 
followed  the  "  Fox  "  was  captured,  after  a  sharp  resistance,  by 
the  "  Flora,"  of  superior  force.  In  this  engagement  the  '*  Han- 
cock "  was  also  taken,  after  a  running  fight  and  chase  of  thirty- 
nine  hours ;  but  the  "  Boston  "  escaped.  Captain  McNtel,  who 
could,  perhaps,  have  prevented  the  capture  of  the  '*  Fox,"  was 
dismissed  from  the  service  for  his  conduct  in  this  affair.'*  Com- 
modore Manly  and  Captain  Waters  were  taken  from  Halifax  to 
New  York,  where  they  were  detained  as  prisoners  of  war  until 
April,  1778,  when  they  were  exchanged.^ 

It  does  not  appear  that  Captain  Waters  found  active  employ- 
ment immediately  upon  his  return.  Late  in  the  year  he  was 
in  command  of  the  U.  S.  brig  "  General  Gates ; "  ^  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing March  he  sailed  from  Martinique,  acting  as  commodore 
by  right  of  seniority,  in  company  with  Captain  John  Foster 
Williams  of  the  Massachusetts  state  brig  "Hazard."  The 

w  "[May  9.  1777  ]  The  two  Contl-  Pifty<«even  of  the  crew  of  the  "Flora" 

nenul  frigates  lie  windbound,  with  three  were  said  to  have  Ix-en  killed  in  the 

brigs  of  twenty  guns  and  aomt-  others,  engagement.    Doston  Gauitt,  July  28, 

which  are  all  going  ottt  in  company."  August  4.  1777.    Hale,  in  Winsor,  A'lir- 

Familiar  L^trt  «f  J^n  Adamt  and  his  rath  e  and  Critical  History  of  Anurica, 

IVf/t,  269.  vi.  579,  disre^rding  all  authorities,  aaya 

•»  Clark,  Xavai  History  of  the  United  the  •*  Hancock  *  only  was  captured. 

Stales,  i.  ^2.  SJ;  Goldsborough,  Xaiuil        ^  "Tuesday    evening  Commodore 

ChronicU^  i.  15,  16;  Cooper,  History  of  John  Manley,  li^q.;  and  Capt.  Waters, 

the  S'my  of  the  United  Suites,  ed.  1866,  arrived  in  town  from  New  York,  where 

i.  79,  80.    An  account  of  the  action  fmm  they  have  l>eon  prison^^•^■4  a  long  time.*' 

british  sources  is  in  Boston  Cautte^  Boston  Gasette,  April  37,  IJJ^. 
August  II,  1777.    The  "Hancock**  In  this  command  he  succeeded 

struck  about  9  A.  M  ,  July  8.   'I"1u  '  I-  'X  "  r,i[n;iin   I  >hii   Skirnmer,  whose  death 

was  retaken  ibe  day  before,  the  !>hips  has  been  luentioned  in  a  previous  note, 
having  become  separated  in  the  chase. 
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"  General  Gates  "  arrived  at  Boston,  April  14,  followed  by  a 
prize  brig,  which  the  consorts  had  taken  off  St  Thomas.^ 

In  the  summer  of  1 779  the  state  of  Massachusetts  fitted  out 
an  expedition  to  dislodge  the  British  under  Colonel  McLean, 
who  had  taken  possession  of  Castine,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pen- 
obscot River,  where  they  began  the  erection  of  fortifications. 
This  enterprise  was  very  popular  with  the  people  of  the  sea- 
coast  towns,  and  a  fleet  of  about  forty  vessels  was  brought  to- 
gether for  its  purpose.  The  ship  "  General  Putnam,"  a  privateer 
of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  men,  which  bad 
just  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Boston  from  a  successful  cruise, 
was  seized  by  the  state  and  placed  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Waters.*  The  fleet,  which  was  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Dudley  Saltonstall  of  Connecticut,  arrived  before  the 
enemy's  works  July  25,  and  disembarked  the  land  forces  under 
General  Solomon  Lovell.  It  was  soon  found  that  success  could 
hardly  be  hoped  for,  owing  to  the  utter  Incapacity  of  Commo- 
dore Saltonstall,  who  failed  to  cooperate  or  agree  with  General 
Lovell  or  to  heed  the  advice  and  remonstrances  of  his  own 
officers.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  seriously  proposed 
to  forcibfy  depose  him  and  place  the  command  in  the  hands  of 
a  more  competent  oflicer.  Captain  Waters  was  one  of  those 
spoken  of  in  this  connection,  the  others  being  John  Foster 
Williams  and  Hoysted  Hacker.**  A  general  attack,  which  at 
one  time  could  hardly  have  proved  otherwise  than  successful, 
was  deferred  from  day  to  day  until  it  was  too  late,  and  a  fleet 
nnder  Sir  George  Collier  appeared  in  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  American  vessels  were  destroyed  by  their  crews  or  taken 

Clark,  iXWr-.j/  History  of  the  United  Her  commnnfler,  Cnpfnin  Salton«itall. 

^/z/c-J,  i.  90 ;  Hoiton  Gazette,  April  12,  19,  was  Very  indignant  at  the  s«:izuie,  and 

1779.   Soon  after  leaving  lk)ston,  at  the  U  is  intimated  that  his  unfoitonatc  ap- 

bcginiiin:;  of  his  cruise.  Captain  Waters  pointment  ns  commodore  was  made  to 

had  sent  into  port  the  prize  schooner  conciliate    him.     Stone,  AVrf^i/rj^-r/ 

"General Leslie."  Boston GautUt^Atx^  HemU,  January  ti,  1S79. 
8,  I779.  Capt   Waters  took  command  of  the 

•*  The "  General  PutH.*m  "  Wi'.  own  d  •  rutu.i»i,"  July  7.  and   his  pay  was 

by  Nathaniel  Shaw,  whether  ol  Ni  w  eighteen   pounds   per   month.  MaJt- 

Hamjjshirc  or  of  Connecticut  author!-  Archives:  Kn'.  Ko/ls,  x\.  112. 
ties  do  not  agree,  and  was  valued  at  Clark,  Nat/al  HUtarjr  of  the  Unittd 

one  luH.iirod  and  ten  thousand  dollars.  jXetoi', i.  loa 
Matt,  Archivett  Rev.  Relit,  uucviL  28a 
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by  the  enemy;  and  the  forces  straggled  back  to  Massachusetts, 
through  the  wilderness,  as  best  they  might  Captain  Waters 
drew  up  an  account  of  the  expedition  on  his  return ;  and  the 
affair  became  the  subject  of  an  investigation,  which  resulted 
in  the  severe  censure  of  Commodore  Sattonstall.'' 

The  lack  of  public  ships  and  the  exigencies  of  the  times  com- 
pelled many  naval  officers  of  established  reputation  for  effi- 
ciency  and  bravery,  as  Captain  Manly  and  others,  to  take 
service  in  private  armed  vessels.  Among  them  was  Captain 
Waters,  who,  in  December,  1779,  sailed  from  Boston  in  the  ship 
"Thorn,"  of  eighteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
belonging  to  Lee  and  Sewall,  of  Marblehead.  The  story  of  this 
cruise,  which  was  an  eventful  one,  is  liest  told  in  a  record  made 
at  the  time. 

lliursday  last  arrived  in  Nantasket  Rood  from  a  ctuize,  the  armed 
ship  Thorn,  Daniel  Waters,  Esq ;  commander* 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  tiie  Ftist  Lieutenant's 

journnl,  on  board  tlic  said  ship,  \  iz  :  — 

Dctcmbcr  ^4,  clear  and  pleasant  weather,  at  ten  a.m.  discovered 
two  sail  to  windward,  bearing  n.n.w.  we  lay  by  till  we  discovered  them 
to  be  armed  brigantines  —  at  4  p.m.  they  were  distant  about  4  miles 
upon  our  weather-quarter;  we  made  sail  and  haul'd  our  wind  from 
them,  in  order  to  draw  them  within  shot  —  at  7  p.m.  almost  calm  our 
ship  in  order  m  i  nt  their  quarters,  and  in  high  spirits  for  engaging —• 
Calm  all  night  —  The  next  morning  Decemlier  25,  at  6  a.m.  the  two 
brigs  were  on  our  larboard  beam,  about  two  miles  di«;tnnt — light 
breezes  from  the  west,  they,  to  appearant  e  were  making  preparations 
for  engaging  —  alp  a.m.  the  wind  sprung  up  from  the  s.w.  —  made 

"  The  manuscript  of  Captain  Waters  was  printed  in  the  Boston  GazetU,  De- 

u  in  il/iwi.  i^fvAnvx,  cxlv.  sj^,  with  other  cember  27,  1779.    It  says:  — As  the 

original  matter  relating  to  tbe  expedi-  Naval  Commanded  in  the  service  of 

lion.     The  best  printed  accomr^  arc  the  Stale  arc  partiml.irlv  aim  nablc  to 

those  of  \Si\hsuiaaa,  Hutoty  of  Maine,  the  Government,  the  Cummittee  think 

U.  46H-47S,  and  Stone.  Nnohtrypoti  it  their  dnty  to  say,  that  each  and  every 

//<•;•«//</,  January  11,  i  ^"<)     A   I'.ritish  one  of  them  behaved  like  brave,  expe- 

relation  is  printed  in  Maim  JJist.  CM^  rienced,  good  officers  throughout  the 

yti.   Williamson  names  the  commodore  whole  expedition."  They  refer  tbe  fall- 

iP»V^(»r./ Salton-t.iil  ;  kv\A  W^xxy,  History  lire  r,f  ttu  t  \pi  diti  'ii  tu  tliL  "  Want  of 

pf  Masstekusttti,  iii.  161,  with  the  usual  proper  spirit  and  energy  on  the  part  of 

fote  of  compilers,  falls  into  the  trap,  the  Commodore."  The  diaiy  of  Gen* 

The  report  of  the  c  urt  of  in.juiry.  of  eral  Lo veil  is  jirintcd  in  Aw.  W^fmmtth 

which  (tcneral  Artcinas  Ward  was  pres-  //«/.  So.,  1S79-S0. 
ident,  is  in  Mats.  Arekhret^  calv.,  and 
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sail  for  them  in  as  good  order  as  circumstances  would  admit  —  at  lo 
A.II.  came  tip  with  [the]  sternmost  as  she  was  the  heaviest,  and  he 
bailed  from  White- Hall,  and  ask*d  Capt.  Waters  what  right  he  had  to 
wear  the  13  stars  in  his  pendant  —  Capt.  Waters  answered  I  'II  let  you 
know  presently  —  then  shifted  onr  en>iL;ii  and  gave  her  a  hroa<1st»le, 
within  pistol  shot,  which  she  returned,  as  did  the  other  brig  on  our 
weather-bow  —  A  warm  engagement  commenced  on  both  sides  for 
about  two  glasses,  when  the  lai;ge8t  brig  laid  us  on  board,  on  our 
weather  quarter,  whilst  the  other  amused  us  on  our  weather  bow,  who 
kept  up  a  regular  6re ;  but  she  upon  onr  quarter,  was  soon  convinced 
of  her  error,  receivin/^^  such  a  warm  nml  well-directed  fire  from  our 
marines,  and  seeing  his  men  running  about  deck  with  pikes  in  liicir 
backs  instead  of  tiieir  hands,  were  undoubtedly  glad  to  get  off  again ; 
but  soon  shot  along  side  again  and  renew'd  his  cannonade  with  sur^ 
prizing  spirit ;  but  after  two  or  three  broadsides  was  obliged  to  haul 
down  what  remained  of  his  colours :  There  must  have  been  great 
slaughter,  as  the  blood  was  seen  to  run  out  of  the  scuppers'*  —  The 
other  brig  seeinpj  her  consort  liad  struck,  made  what  sail  she  could 
to  make  her  escape,  but  they  found  us  as  ready  to  follow  as  she  was 
to  run,  after  Capt.  Waters  hail  ordered  the  captured  brig  to  follow. 
This  engagement  lasted  about  four  glasses:  Capt  Waters  received 
a  wound  in  his  right  knee»  about  one  glass  before  she  first  struck. 

At  3  P.H.  came  up  with  the  other,  after  firing  se%'eral  chace  shot 
thro'  her  quarter,  when  with  reluctance  they  hauled  down  their  colours 
—  Cnpt.  Waters  ordered  me  on  board,  to  send  the  officers  on  hoard 
the  riiorn,  &  immediately  made  sail  for  the  other  brig,  whu  h  was 
making  from  us :  Fresh  breezes  and  cloudy  weather.  At  8  p.m.  the 
Thorn  hove  to,  losing  sight  tA  the  chace— Squally  weather;  the 
next  morning  saw  several  oars,  bed^  a>his>  grateings,  &c.  which  we 
judged  were  from  the  brig,  and  that  she  sunk.*  These  2  brigs 
proved  to  be  privateers  from  New  York;  one  the  Tr>'on,  com- 
manded by  George  SibltU^.''-' mounting  16  12  6  and  4-i»ounders  and 
86  men  ;  tlic  other  was  tlie  Sir  William  Krskine,  Alexander  HamiUon, 
commaiuier,  inouiuiiig  lii  6  and  4-pounders,  and  85  men;  In  the 


8»  Clark.  Nava!  IFhtory  of  thf  t'n^fff 
States,  i.  82,  says  the  enemy  had  hccomt: 
a  complete  wreck,  and  her  captain  and 
the  greater  part  of  her  cn  w  were  kill-.d, 
only  nine  of  them  escaping  unhurt.  I  he 
*< Thorn"  was  so  cue  to  pieces  in  the 
rigging  and  sails  that  it  was  some  time 
before  she  could  pursue  the  other  brig. 
Captain  Waters  became  permanent^ 
lame  from  the  wound  which  he  re- 
ceived. 


"*  "Captain  W.Ttcrs,  some  tisrr  after 
his  arrival,  was  intormed  ih.it  the 
'  Trynn  *  had  arrived  safe  at  Antigua. 
Tlic  feu  of  lifr  crew  that  survived  the 
action,  taking  advaittage  of  the  night, 
cleared  the  wreck,  altered  their  course, 
and  got  out  of  ^iglit  '*  Clark,  Xamil 
UUlOry  of  I'sr  f'ln.'ct  Slaits,  i.  82. 

«»  Named  a<  St,  !. I. ins  by  Ctsrk,  ElD- 

mnn^  and  Cooper,  in  their  respective 

hiistorics. 
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engagement,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Sir  William  Erskine,  was  20 
killed  and  wounded,  the  damage  of  the  other  not  known,  but  in  all 
prob.ti)iliiy  to  a  much  greater  anjouiil  than  the  other,  from  the  close- 
iica:>  uf  her  situation  to  a  well  directed  fire,  and  her  shattered  appear- 
ance when  she  struck.  Our  own  loss  in  the  action  was  18  killed  and 
wounded;  the  chief  of  the  latter  is  in  a  fair  way  of  a  speedy  recovery. 

Sunday,  Jan.  2.  Saw  a  sail,  gave  chace  &  canie  up  with  her :  She 
provM  a  brig  from  New  York,  in  ballast  and  under  juiy-mainmast, 
which  we  let  go,  after  putting  on  boird  all  our  prisoners. 

Thursday,  Jan.  13.  Saw  a  sail  to  leeward,  gave  chace  and  came  up 
with  her :  She  prov'd  to  be  the  Sparling,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to 
New- York,  Jonathan  Jackson,  commander,  mounting  18  6-pounden 
and  75  men,  laden  with  coal,  provision  and  dry  goods  —  We  engaged 
her  about  40  minutes  when  she  struck.  Our  loss  was  i  killed  and 
3  wounded;  theirs  was  3  kiU'd  and  the  captain,  a  lieutenants  and 
7  privates  wounded.*' 

The  following  Advertisement  is  Liken  from  the  New- York  Mercury 
of  Nov.  19.  —  The  Privateer  Brig  Tryon,  George  Sibbles ;  and  Brig  Sir 
William  Erskine,  wiU,  by  the  Admiial's  Permission,  sail  on  Sunday 
next. A  Glorious  Chance  for  a  fortunate  Cruize  now  presents  itself 
to  about  a  dozen  good  seamen  more  who  are  wanted  on  board  each 
brig,  and  who,  on  immediate  application,  will  meet  with  generous 
Encouragement.  —  A  giorious  Chance  they  've  met  with,*^ 

Upon  his  return  Captain  Waters  was  incapacitated  for  imme- 
diate service  by  reason  of  his  wound;  and  the  "Thorn"  was 
given  to  Captain  Tucker,  under  whose  command  she  made 
several  successful  cruises,  and  was  taken  by  a  British  frigate  in 
July,  1781.  Five  days  later  she  was  recaptured  by  two  French 
ships  and  sent  into  port*  The  next,  and  probably  the  last, 
cruise  of  Captain  Waters  was  in  the  ship  "  Friendship,"  of 
sixteen  guns  and  seventy  men,  owned  by  Thomas  Russell  of 
Boston,  to  which  he  was  appointed  January  29,  1781.^  After 
this  he  retired  from  the  sea  and  lived  upon  his  little  farm  in 

«•  It  is  s;ti(l  iliat  the  "Thorn"  had  arrived  from  a  cruise,  having  had  a  smart 
not  more  th  ai  Mxty  men  left  when  she  tiig.tgement,  in  which  five  men  were 
met  tht  •  Sp.ulin,  "  and  that  the  latter  kilicd  belonging  to  this  town  [Marble- 
had  a  crew  of  ninety-seven  men,  Clark,  head.]"  Clark  made  the  error  of  plac- 
iXiKHil  History  of  the  United  StaUs,'\.9,2.  ing  this  cruise  of  Captain  Waters  in 
/>tv/.'w  Gautte,  February  21,  1780.  the  winter  of  1777-78,  atid  succet  diii^; 
/ienivn's  Journal,  iit  Roads,  History  of  writers  have  followed  him  with  com- 
MarbleheaJ,  391.  says  [  Feb  ]  l8th.  mendalde  docility. 
Last  night  the  Thorn,  Captain  Waters,      *•  Mast.  Areiioes,  dxai.  335. 
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Maiden,  where  he  died*  March  26,  1816,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty»five  years.** 

Jonathan  Oakes,  who  was  born  in  Maiden,  October  4,  1751, 
and  was  in  command  of  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  service  before 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age,**  deserves  notice  as  a  successful 
naval  officer.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1776  he  was  captain 
of  the  private  armed  brigantine  "  Hawke "  of  ten  guns  and 
eighty  men.**  In  May  of  the  next  year  the  "  Hawke "  was 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  state  and  formed  one  of  the  fleet 
which  sailed  under  Commodore  Manly  on  the  disastrous  cruise 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Manly  and  Waters.*'  Captain 
^  Oakes  was  more 

erfuL  consorts ; 

for,  being  separated  from  them,  he  escaped  their  fate  and  took 
several  valuable  prizes.  He  sent  into  port  the  ship  "  Fanny/* 
and  the  brigs  "Charming  Sally,"  *' Jenny,"  and  Devonshire," 


Capt.iin  Waters  married  (r)  Agnes 
Smith,  July.  1759,  d.  JuJy,  1778;  {2) 
Mary  (Wilcox)  Mortimer,  widow  (rf 
I'ctcr  Mortimer  of  Boston,  about  1794, 
d.  June  7,  ili02;  (3)  Sarah  Sigourney, 
da.  of  Uaniel  and  Joanna  Sigourney, 
July  29,  1S02,  d.  July  21,  1836.  His 
only  child  was  Nancy,  or  Ann,  b.  Feb- 
ruary 30,  1760,  who  married  Nathaniel 

l^ridj^t;.  It  i>  s.iid  that  t-ajitaia  Waters 
was  "out"  with  her  on  account  of  her 
marriage,  but  was  appeased  when  she 
named  her  child  Daniel  Waters  Bridge. 

*'  LtlUr  0/  the  late  David  Oakes 
Clark  of  Milton. 

^  Mass.  A  re  hives:  Rev.  RcHi.  \  \.  20; 
Bi-'stoH  GilzetU,  Uctol>er  28,  Dectmlicr  2, 
1776,  February  lO,  1777.  I  think  the 
"llawkc"  was  a  pri^c  vc'^s,  I  IK  r 
owners  were  Uriah  tJake.s  au«l  Willi^itu 
Shattuck,  of  Koston,  and  her  officers  were 
Jonathan  Oakes.  captain;  John  Smith, 
firsit-liuutGnant ;  John  Dexter,  second 
lieutenant;  and  Smith  Kent,  master. 
Later,  Thomas  Parker  was  first-lieuten- 
ant, and  Smith  Kent,  iiccond  lieutenant. 
]t  i»  proliaNe  that  both  Dexter  and 


Parker  were  of  MaMcn,  but  I  .  aiiiint 
identify  ihcm  with  certainty.  Ezra  Sar- 
geant  and  Daniel  Parlcer,  of  Maiden, 
were  sureties  upon  the  bond  of  Captain 
Oakes.  A/ass.  Archruts,  cUvL  1 1 ;  M>ut, 
Arrhivetz  Rtv.  Mis,  vi.  20;  xt.  $$. 

Uriah  '")akos  was  a  rt)u>i)i  of  Captain 
Jonathan,  and  w.-is  born  in  .Maiden,  April 
14, 173$.  After  his  marriage  with  Agne» 

Ktiit,  at  Maiden,  in  1756,  he  removed  to 
iioston,  where,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  had  a  house  in  South  Street,  near 

Wheeh  r'i  Point.  He  was  a  sea  captain, 
and  was  owner  in  several  privateers; 
but  I  cannot  identify  him  as  the  com- 
mander of  any  armed  vessel  Ifr-  diod 
in  March,  178^*,  his  wife  havmg  died  m 
the  previous  March.  He  left  no  chiU 
,dren,  and  one-qnarter  of  his  estritf  was 
willed  to  his  lirotlu-i  Nuhelniaii  and 
nephew  Uriah,  of  Maiden.  The  it- 
iti.iiiuter  w;ls  left  to  his  kinsman,  t'aptain 
I  ri.ih  (oL-en.  of  Hosron,  who  is  »^U».d 
t'i£?i  ill  ni  tilt  hoston  Directory  of  1796. 
Suffolk  1'roiH.ite  Record  ,  150. 

*^  Mass.  Archives,  cxlii.  60;  Mass, 
Arttuoesi  Rev.  RMt^  xl.  55. 
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and  returned  in  safety  to  Boston,  where  he  arrived  early  in 
August.**  la  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  "Hawkc"  made 
a  short  cruise,  apparently  under  the  command  of  Thomas 
Parker,  who  had  been  her  first-lieutenant  in  the  previous  cruise, 
and  returned  to  port  on  the  last  day  of  November.'''''  Her 
armament  was  then  increased  to  twelve  carriage  and  eight 
swivel  guns;  and  Captain  Oakes  resumed  the  command,  tak- 
ing during  the  year  1778  the  ship  "Jenny"  and  brigantine 
"Thomas,"  and,  in  company  with  Captain  Skimmer  of  the  conti- 
nental brig  "General  Gates,"  sending  in  the  brigantine  "Nancy" 
and  perhaps  others.^  In  February,  1 779,  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  brigantine  '^Elizabeth,"  then  lying  in  Salem 
Harbor,  of  which  he  took  command,  her  name  being  changed  to 
the  " Thomas."  She  carried  six  ^hitk  and  ei;:;htcen  men,  and 
was  owned  by  Thomas  Harris  and  John  Larkin  of  Boston  in 
company  with  Captain  Oakes.*^* 

In  1780  Captain  Oakes  was  in  the  armed  ship  "  Favorite  "  of 
ten  gons,^2  which  he  made  a  cruise  or,  more  properly,  a 
voyage  to  Europe  or  the  West  Indies,  tV>r  the  hTc  of  a  sailor 
during  the  Revolution  was  a  mixed  one  uf  trade  and  war.  On 
his  return  he  took  command  of  the  brig  *'  Patty,"  of  six  guns,**^ 
a  new  vessel  in  which  he  became  a  partner  with  William  and 
John  Shattuck  of  Boston.  In  the  latter  vessel,  while  on  a  voyage 
from  Martinique,  in  April.  17S1,  he  took  the  British  brig 
"  Betsey,"  bound  from  New  York  to  Lisbon."  After  the  war 
he  made  several  mercantile  voyages,  and  in  1796  was  in  Paris 
as  agent  for  the  influential  house  of  John  and  Richard  Codman 
of  Boston.^  He  retired  from  the  seafaring  life  soon  after,  and 
became  prominent  in  town  affairs.  He  was  chosen  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  twelve  times.  This  service,  though 
not  unbroken,  is  not  paralleled  in  the  histor>'  of  the  town  by 
any  other,  except  that  of  Captain  John  Wayte,  whose  uninter- 

Bmffm  GattOe,  July  21,  August  1 1,  Clark ;  alio  Mass.  ArcJkhvr:  Ittv.  RMs^ 

25, 1777.  vii.  203. 

*•  Mitts.  Arfkh/ts:  Hep.  /ioils,  vt  lOl ;        ^  Ibid.,  v.  2^ 
B4fst«tf  Catettf,  December  t,  1777.  Ibid.,  dxxi.  320 ;  abo  tetUr  tf  Uie 

^'  .If  ,  !  ..  Archtvfs:  Rn'.  Foils,  \\.  113;  htt  David  Oakes  Clarlc. 
Boston  Gatette,  July  20,  August  17,  1778.       *•  Boston  GazetU,  April  23, 30,  1781. 

^  later  9f  the  late  David  Oakes      *•  ZtfMr  ^  David  Oakes  Clark. 
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rupted  term  of  eighteen  years  in  the  same  office  has  been 
mentioned.  Captain  Oakes  died  August  i6p  1818,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years. 

Isaac  Smith  was  born  in  Truro,  Massachusetts,  near  the  year 
1744.  His  parents  dying  while  he  was  a  child,  he  was  sent  to 
Boston  at  the  age  of  nine  years  and,  in  the  language  of  tiic 
time,  "  bound  out  "  to  go  to  sea.  He  seems  to  have  made  good 
use  of  the  hmited  opportunities  which  a  boy  in  his  condition 
could  find;  for  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years  he  was  given 
the  command  of  a  vessel,  and  was  actually  in  that  position 
during  two  years  of  his  apprenticeship.^  That  he  was  of  more 
than  ordinary  character  is  evident*  and  he  must  have  fallen  into 
good  hands;  for  out  of  such  apparently  unfavorable  circum- 
stances  as  were  those  of  his  childhood  and  youth,  he  came  with 
the  best  characteristics  of  a  gentleman.  Wrightt  speaking  to  a 
congregation,  in  which  must  have  been  many  who  had  been 
neighbors  and  friends  of  Captain  Smith,  says:  "he  was  univer- 
sally esteemed  for  his  refinement  of  feeling,  and  Christian-Uke 
disposition."^'  T  find  no  trace  of  him  as  in  service  in  the  early 
years  of  the  Revolution,  while  his  townsmen  were  enrolled 
among  the  minute  men  or  upon  the  alarm  list,  which  indicates 
that  he  was,  probably,  for  the  most  part  absent  at  sea.  In  1779 
he  appears  as  commander  of  the  armed  ship  "  Friendship,"  of 
SIX  guns  and  sixty  men,  owned  by  Thomas  Russell  and  Com- 
pany of  Hoston.**  The  next  year  he  was  in  the  brigantine 
"  Thomas,"  which  Captain  Oakes  had  left  for  the  ship  **  Favor* 
ite."  In  the  "  Thomas  "  Captain  Smith  made  a  prize  of  the 
British  schooner  **  Hope,"  which  was  sent  into  Boston  in  the  fall 
of  1780,*  and  it  was  apparently  while  in  this  vessel  that  he  was 
made  a  prisoner  and  taken  to  Ireland.   When  with  others  he 

•*  tnftrmtiHm  «f  hb  grandson,  John  Smith,  fifty  years  ago,  of  an  old  nier> 

Smith  Nichols.   The  ni  Cintfntiinl  Book  chant  of  l'.)>ton,  who  was  m\  \>:\\\\-^  of 

0/ MaldeHt  ijOtHAyj^i:  "  il«  came  up  from  friendship  with  him,  and  knew  of  hi» 

very  humble  life,  havinf  heen  talcenfrom  origin,  fvroved  that  the  loose  ttatement 

the  almshouse  in  Uoston  when  a  boy."  of  >fr  Wright  and  the  assertion  if  the 

Wright,  Historical  Diumru  [1S31],  24,  Bi-Centennial  Bfiifk  vi^tt  not  correct, 

from  whom  the  compiler  drew  his  in-  Wright, /ffii^Vff/<0/r«wrjy(  1631 

forn>.ition,  merely  "^rtv>    "  / Ihhit  he  was  24. 

taken  from  the  ahn>house."    Enquiries  Mast.  Archnvs:  Ktv.  Iii>lls,\.  248. 

made  by  the  deacendants  of  Captain         BniM  GautU^  November  20, 17SA. 
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was  released  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  away  in  a  bag  a  boy 
who  was  imprisoned  with  them,  but  the  ruse  was  detected  and 
the  boy  detained.*** 

After  his  return  Captain  Smith,  who  had  gained  good  profits 
upon  the  sea,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  south-east 
part  of  the  town,  on  which  was  standing,  near  the  easterly 
corner  of  Chelsea  and  Ferry  Streets,  the  house  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  Before  this  he  had  lived  in  a  house  on  the 
Saugus  Road,  now  Upham  Street  in  Melrose.  Like  his  neighbor. 
Captain  Oakes,  he  became  influential  in  town  affairs;  and  he 
was  chosen  representative  for  six  consecutive  years,  dying  while 
holding  that  ofBce,  December  13,  1795.  Both  as  a  citizen  and 
as  a  public  man  he  sustained  an  unblemished  reputation ;  and 
he  was  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the 
General  Court.*^  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  wealthy 
man  in  Maiden  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  John  Sprague.  the  son  of  Phineas  Sprague,  was  born 
in  Maiden,  January  13.  1754.  It  is  said  that  his  education  as  a 
physician  was  self-acquired,  which  is  altogether  unlikely,  as  he 
appears  to  have  been 
successful  in  his  later 
practice.  It  b  prob- 
able that  he  studied 
with  Dr.  Simon  Tufb  of  Medford,  as  it  was  facetiously  said 
that  "  he  had  the  care  of  Dr.  Tufts's  horse.**  He  acted  as 
surgeon's  mate,  to  Dr.  Walter  Hastings  of  Chelmsford  in  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Ebenezer  Bridge,  in  which  he  engaged 
May  I,  1775.®  How  long  he  remained  in  this  capacity  does 
not  appear,  except  that  it  is  said,  probably  from  tradition,  that 
he  was  in  service  eighteen  months.  However,  he,  or  one  of 
like  name,  was  in  Captain  Blaney's  company  at  Point  Shirley 
in  June,  1776.  He  afterwards  entered  the  naval  service,  and 
as  sur£^eon  of  the  armed  schooner  "Active,"  Captain  Andrew 
Gardner,  one  of  the  ill-fated  fleet  of  Commodore  Manly,  was 

Informnthn  u/" the  lite  T'  Kn  Smith  Nichols. 
"  Wright,  Historital  Diseourfr  (1S31),  24. 
Mast.  Ardkhiai  itiv.  RMt^  xsvi.  34. 
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taken  prisoner  in  1777.  He  was  exchanged  about  the  same  time 
as  Captain  Waters,**^  and  returned  to  Maiden,  where  for  a  while 
he  practised  his  profession  and  taught  school.  The  attractions 
of  the  sea,  however,  may  have  exceeded  those  of  the  land ;  and 
he  engaged  as  surgeon  on  the  armed  vessel  "Thomas,"  in  which 
he  had  the  fortune  to  again  become  a  prisoner.  From  the  name 
of  the  vessel  and  the  similarity  of  the  circumstances,  I  think 
he  was  with  Captain  Smith  and  that  they  were  fellow-sufferers. 
He  was  carried  to  Kinsale  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  where  he 
was  detained  until  the  winter  of  1 781-2,  when  he  was  released 
and  returned  to  America  by  the  way  of  France.*^  On  his  ar- 
rival he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  state  sloop  "  VVinthrop," 
Captain  George  Little,  in  which  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  war.^  In  this  vessel  he  saw  much  service,  as  the  *'  VVin- 
throp "  was  particularly  active  and  made  many  captures.  Cap- 
tain Little  was  a  fighting  officer,  and  his  first-lieutenant  was  the 
afterwards  famous  Commodore  Edward  Preble. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Sprague  resumed  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Maiden,  and  purchased  the  house  in  which  Joseph  Hills 
had  lived  in  the  early  days  of  the  town,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Salem  Streets,  and  which  is  elsewhere  noticed  as  the  tavern 
of  James  Kettell  and  of  Robert  Foster.  Here  he  lived  until 
his  death,  from  consumption,  October  21,  1803.  He  left  the 
reputation  of  a  rough  and  honest  man,  whose  language  was 
usually  better  chosen  for  the  purposes  of  wit  than  for  the  re- 
quirements of  propriety.  Many  stories  are  yet  told  by  old  in- 
habitants which  illustrate  his  readiness  at  repartee  and  the  force 


«*  Mitss.  Archives:  Rrt'.  Rolls,  "A.  I30; 
Appluations  for  /'entions,  iii.  9. 

The  certificate  of  the  release  of 
Doctor  Sprague  is  in  the  possession  of 
his  grandson,  Charles  H.  .Sprague. 

"  To  all  Whom  it  may  Concern. 
These  are  to  certify  That  the  Hearer 
John  Sprayer  an  American  Prisoner  of 
War,  late  Surgeon  on  board  the  Thomas 
Merchant  Vessel,  is  set  at  Liberty  Pur- 
suant to  an  Order  from  the  Ilon'ble 
Commissioners  for  Sick  and  Wounded 
Seamen  and  for  Exchanging  Prisoners 
of  War.  Dated  at  Their  Office  on  Tower 


Hill  London,  The  Thirteenth  Day  of 
Noveml>er  Jnstant.  Given  under  my 
hand  this  Twenty  Second  Day  of  No- 
vember 1/81 

Jn"?  How  Agent 
for  Prisoners  of  War 
Al  Kins.ile 
"  I-'Kcrit  en  I'autre  part  ccrtifie  que 
le  Portcur  du  present   le   Sieur  Jean 
Sprayer  Americain  a  ^t^  relache  des 
Prisons  de  Kinsale  en  Jrelande 
Nantes  9  Mars  1782 

SCHWFlr.llAMER  &  DoURK^." 

•*  Mass.  Archives:  Rev.  Rolls,  x\.  3, 8. 
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of  his  well-seasoned  language.  It  would  sccni  that  some  flavor 
of  the  rough  life  of  the  ocean  lingered  about  him. 

Dr.  Ezra  Green,  who  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Collet^c 
in  1765,  was  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Eunice  (Hurrill)  Green  and 
was  born  in  Maiden.  June  17,  1746.  At  the  bcginnin*;  of  the 
Revolution  he  was  settled  at  Dover.  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  During  the  sici^e  of  Boston  he  was 
attached  to  Reed's  New  Hampshire  regiment  as  surgeon;  and, 
after  the  evacuation,  he  went  with  the  armv  to  New  York  and 
thence  to  Ticonderoga  and  Canada,  In  the  severe  sufferings  of 
the  northern  army  from  small-po.x  he  was  enabled  to  perform 
a  much  needed  and  arduous  scr\'icc,  as  he  had  experienced  that 
then  much  feared  and  dangerous  disease,  both  as  a  physician 
and  a  patient,  while  in  the  camp  on  Winter  Hill.  After  the  re- 
trcnt  of  the  army  from  Canada  he  returned  to  Dover,  where  he 
remained  until  October,  1777,  when  he  was  appointed  surgeon 
of  the  continent ai  ship-of-\var  "  Ranger,"  under  the  command  of 
the  afterwards  celeoratcd  John  Paul  Jones.  It  was  during  the 
cruise  which  followed  that  Jones  carried  alarm  and  terror  along 
the  British  coast,  and  made  his  famous  descent  upon  W'hite- 
haven,  and  his  more  famous  call  upon  the  Countess  of  Selkirk 
at  St.  Marj-'s  Isle.  It  was  also  during  this  cruise  that  the 
"Ranger"  captured  the  British  sloop-of-war  "Drake"  and  re- 
ceived "  the  first  salute  ever  pay'd  the  American  flagg."''*' 

Dr.  Green  returned  to  America  in  the  "  Ranger,"  arriving 
at  Portsmouth  in  October,  1778,  the  ship  being  in  command  of 
Captain  Simpson,  who  had  been  her  former  lieutenant.  The 
vessel,  being  refitted,  sailed  in  the  spring  uith  Dr.  Green 
again  as  surgeon  and  his  friciui.  Captain  Simpson,  in  command. 
During  the  summer  the  "  Ranger"  and  her  consorts,  the  ships 
"  Providence"  and  "  Queen  of  l">ance."  took  eleven  large  ships 
out  of  the  Jamaica  fleet,  seven  of  which  they  brought  into 
Boston.  Great  alarm  was  felt  by  the  inhabitants  when  ten 
ships  were  =cen  sailing  into  the  harbor;  and  it  was  believed 
that  the  British  had  come  at  last  to  burn  the  town.  In  a 
previous  cruise,  a  few  weeks  earlier,  the  "Ranger,"  with  the 

**  ZHtuy  ^/Ekt*  Cmn,  19;  Sherborne.  Li/f  »/ ythn  Pond  Jbiui,  43. 
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**  Warren  "  and  "  Queen  of  France,"  had  taken  seven  prices  into 
Portsmouth.  In  the  fall  Dr.  Green  retired  from  the  ship;  and, 
being  married  soon  after,  he  remained  at  Dover  until  1780,  when 
he  sailed  in  the  "  Alexander,"  Captain  Mitchell, on  a  cruise  which 
accomplished  nothing.  la  178 J,  still  in  the  "  Alexander,"  now 
in  the  command  of  Captain  Simpson,  he  went  to  France  and 
on  his  return  withdrew  from  the  sea  as  well  as  from  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Dover,  which  he  relinquished  to  a  friend  to 
whom  he  gave  his  instruments  and  books.  In  the  exercise  of 
the  kindly  ministrations  of  life  he  passed  far  beyond  the  usual 
bounds  of  man  s  life;  and  although  deprived  by  an  accident  of 
the  powers  of  locomotion  for  more  than  ten  years,  "  his  days 
and  years  flew  apace  without  weariness  or  complaint,  and  with 
a  sweet  serenity  of  mind  and  calm  Christian  patience."  He 
died  at  Dover,  July  25,  1 847,  "  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  one  years  and  twenty-eight  days,  retaining  to  his 
last  hour  a  clear  unclouded  mind,  and  with  the  full  faith  and 
confiding  hope  of  entering  a  future  world  of  progressive  im- 
provement and  happiness."" 

About  the  first  of  February,  1778,  the  armed  brigantine 
"  Massachusetts  "  lay  in  Hoston  harbor.  Her  captain  was  John 
Lambert ;  and  Smith  Kent,  who  had  sailed  as  an  officer  with 
Captain  OakL->,  was  her  first-lieutenant.  On  her  muster  roll 
appear  the  names  of  Joim  Sprague,  quartermaster,  liernard 
Newhall,  William  S[)raguc,  I  homas  Jenkins,  and  Joshua  Gill.^ 
While  the  origin  of  the  first  name  may  be  in  doubt,  although  it 


In  writing  of  Dr.  Green  I  have 
used:  \'ts0liiliom  of  Old  Age.  \  A  | 

Sermon  {  ^'reached  at  the  \  First  Uttita- 
rum  Chnrch.,  in  Dntr,  N.  If.  |  Gn  the 
sat  It  0/ Jufir.  IS4G,  I  lifing  the  One  Hun- 
dredtk  Birthd.iy  |  0/  Esra  Green,  M.D.  | 
T%4  Otdtst  Ln  iiix'  Alumnus  of  Harvard 
College.  I  By  S.  A'.  I.othrop,  \  Pastor  of 
the  Chureh  ut  B>attle  St/uare,  Boston.  | 
1846.  \  and  Diary  \  of  \  Etra  Grnn, 
M.D  ,  I  Sm  -run  on  hoard  the  Conthien- 
UU  Ship  of  War  "Ranger"  .  .  .  j  -vith  \ 
HistorkeU  Afotes  and  a  Biography,  |  bv  \ 
Commo.  Geo.  fler.ry  Pr-ble,  U.  S.  A'.,  i 
and  Walter  C.  Green.  \  1S76,  \  The  latter 


is  a  private  reprint  of  E.  Hist,  etnd 
Geneal.  Repster,  xxix.  13-24,  170-181, 
and  has  a  wnorlcut  silhfjaetti-  likt.-nct's 
of  Dr.  Green  at  :hi;  age  uf  tifty-tive  years, 
and  a  portrait  t.-iken  when  he  twa*  one 
hundred  years  old.  Mr.  Green  says  of 
his  father,  "  In  personal  appearance  and 
contour  of  face,  he  was  not  unlike  Gen. 
Washington,  for  whom  he  was  often 
taken  while  in  the  army.  In  stature  he 
was  six  feet  three  inches  tall  and  pro- 
portionately Urge  in  frame  ;  and  whether 
walking  or  lUtfng,  he  alwa)-8  maintained 
a  very  erect  position." 

**  Mau.Areknes:  /tf».Mls,KaBai,%z. 
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has  a  strong  flavor  and  probability  of  Maiden  birth,  we  mny  be 
sure*  that  the  others  are  those  of  Maiden  men.  William 
Sprague  was  a  younger  brother  of  Dr.  John  Sprague.  How 
he  went  from  home  with  "  his  mails  "  and  never  rctuYned  may 
best  be  told  in  the  quaint  words  of  his  father,  Phineas  Sprague. 

WUIiaro  Sprague  being  in  the  twenty  seacon  year  of  his  age  Sbiped 
himself  with  a  Number  more  of  his  maits  on  board  the  massachuset 
Brig  so  called  Bound  to  France  with  14  carige  gunes  and  a  Hundred 

men  —  the  Nex  Nite  after  She  Sailed  a  Voilent  Storm  of  Snow  criim  on 
and  Nothing  uf  thcni  could  wee  ever  Hear  of  ihcm  ^ince  tho  it  is  Now 
above  three  years  Since  lie  took  his  leive  of  us  and  liid  us  i'air  well.* 

It  is  of  little  moment  now  to  either  father  or  son. 

In  the  year  1780  the  town  records  mention  Jonathan  Gard- 
ner and  his  brother-in-law,  Daniel  Knower,  wlia  "ware  Lost  in 
the  Extraordinary  Hcricanc  in  the  Wesindies  in  Oct?  10  &  11." 
The  name  of  one  Naler  Hatch,  in  January,  1783,  as  the  com- 
mander of  the  letter-of-marque  brig  "  Lady  Washington," 
owned  by  Crowell  Hatch  and  others  of  Boston,''*  may  indicate 
that  Captain  Hatch,  after  his  military  service,  was  induced  to 
try  again  his  fortune  upon  the  n  ;  but  in  the  absence  of  posi- 
tive evidence,  I  can  only  mention  the  possiljility  of  his  having 
been  the  last  Revolutionary  naval  officer  of  Maiden. 

Phineas  Spragut  kis  book,  in  the       ™  Mass.  Archivts,  clxxii.  281. 
poaaession  of  Artemas  Barrett, 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS. 

IN  thii  chapter  I  have  gathered,  from  scattered  public  and 
private  records,  the  names  of  those  who  served  by  land  or 
sea  in  tiie  revolutionary  period.  Of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  names  here  recorded,  five  are  of  men  who  became  inliab- 
itants  of  the  town  after  the  war,  and  one,  of  a  prominent  man 
who  was  here  for  a  short  time  at  its  beginning.  The  others 
are  of  those  who  are  reported  as  of  this  town,  at  the  time  of 
their  service,  or  who  were  natives  of  Maiden,  serving  from 
other  towns. 

The  imperfect  condition  of  the  public  records,  the  confusion 
existing  from  similarity  of  names,  and  the  many  apparent 
errors  in  the  original  rolls  will  not  allow  a  claim  for  absolute 
perfection  in  this  or  any  similar  list. 

Atkikson,  John;  with  Capt.  Treadwell,  Col.  Crane's  regi- 
ment of  artillery;  in  continental  army  pay  accounts  for  ser- 
vice. May  2,  1777,  to  May  2,  17S0;  service  reported  as  matross 
seven  numths  and  twenty-nine  days,  as  gunner  twenty>four 
months.     Vide  Hatkerson^ 

Bailey,  David;  advertised  in  Boston  Gasette  as  having  de- 
serted at  Fishkill,  Oct.  27, 1781,  from  Lieut. -Col.  Webb's  regi- 
ment of  levies  from  Suffolk  and  Middlesex. 

Bailey,  John  ;  with  six  months'  reinforcements  in  roll  dated 
Nov.  16,  1780,  ae.  18,  stature  5.9,  ruddy  complex. ;  marched 
to  camp  with  Capt.  Parker,  Nov.  6,  i7Sa  Discharged,  May 
17,  1781. 

Baldwin,  Joseph;  eight  months'  service,  1775,  with  Capt. 
N.  Hatch,  Liait-Col.  BoikI;  in  Rhode  Island  service,  May- 
July,  1777,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Whitney;  allowed 
state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for  one  month  in  lines  at  Boston 
with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 
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Baldwin,  Samlel;  with  Capt.  B.  Blancy  in  Point  Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776;  in  Rhode  Island  service,  July  24-Dec.,  1779, 
with  Capt.  Thos.  Hovey,  Col.  Tyler;  said  to  have  been  in  ser- 
vice as  an  artificer. 

Banks,  Zacchlus;  born  in  Maiden,  May  19,  1759;  enlisted 
in  three  months'  ser\'icc,  May  3,  1775,  as  from  Charlestown; 
was  in  camp  on  Prospect  Hill,  Oct.  6,  1775.  Was  nuistered 
into  service  as  of  Boston,  Feb.  16,  1777;  was  in  service  as  a 
drummer  in  various  regiments  during  the  war;  and  was  dis- 
charged, June  9,  1783,  with  a  record  of  seven  years  and  three 
months'  service. 

BarbeFv,  I'eter;  with  six  months'  reinforcements  in  roll, 
Nov.  16,  1780,  ac.  19,  stature  5.8,  ruddy  complex.  ;  marched 
to  camp  with  Capt.  Parker,  Nov.  6,  1780;  discharged,  May  17, 
1781. 

Barnes,  Ebenezek,  m  ei<;ht  months'  service,  1775,  with 
Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Hond. 

Barnes,  Samuel;  corporal  with  Capt.  Ephraira  Cleaveland, 
Col.  Jackson;  in  pay  accounts  for  service,  April  6,  1777,  to 
Dec.  31,  1780,  enlisted  at  .Soldier's  Fortune  for  the  war,  May 
II,  1779.  ac.  23,  stature  5.  ii,  dark  complex.,  brown  hair,  by 
occupation  a  blockmaker;  in  Jan.,  1781,  was  corporal  with 
Capt.  Wade,  Col.  Jackson. 

Barreit,  James;  in  service,  1779,  ae.  16,  stature  5.3,  light 
complex.  ;  with  six  months'  reinforcements,  marched  under 
Capt.  Super  from  .Springfield,  July  24,  1780;  220  miles  from 
home  when  discharged,  Dec.  8,  1780. 

Barrkit,  Joseph,  Jr.;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  H. 
Blaney,  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April, 
1778. 

BARRINC/roN,  George;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt. 
N.  Hatch.  Lieut. -Col.  l^ond,  1775;  with  Capt.  John  Walton, 
Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.  and  Charlestown, 
Feb. -April,  1778. 

Bennett,  Andrew;  enlisted  at  West  Point,  Jan.  7,  1777, 
for  three  years ;  with  Capt.  Ki)hraim  Cleaveland,  Col.  Jackson; 
in  continental  army  pay  accounts,  Jan.  18,  1777  to  Dec.  31, 
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1780,  sometimes  as  Andrew  Beiiheld.  In  Jan.,  1781,  was  cor- 
poral with  Capt.  Pcirce,  Col.  Jackson,  ae.  22,  stature  5. 10^ 
dark  complex.,  black  hair,  by  occupation  a  mariner. 

Berry,  Samuel;  enlisted  Oct.  14,  1777,  for  three  years 
under  Col.  Henry  Jackson;  corporal,  Dec.  10,  1778;  in  army 
pay  accounts  for  service,  Oct.  14,  1777,  to  Dec.  31,  1779,  but 
reported  absent  from  duty,  six  months  and  four  days,  having 
deserted,  June  27,  1779;  returned,  or  was  retaken,  March  5, 
1780,  and  reduced  tu  private  in  Lieut. -CoK  Cobb's  Company, 
Col.  Jackson.  His  family  in  Maiden  received  supplies,  Jan.- 
April,  17S0. 

Bill,  Benjamlv;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  177S,  for 
one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana, 
Col.  Mcintosh;  service,  March  20-April  5,  1776. 

Bishop,  Samuel;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N.  Match, 
Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  in  list  of  three  years  men,  1777. 

Blanev,  Renjamln,  a  son  of  Capt.  Benj.  Blaney,  a  promi- 
nent inhabitant  of  Maiden,  whose  death  in  1751  is  elsewhere 
noticed,  was  born  July  24,  1738.  He  was  commissioned  as 
ensign  in  the  Maiden  company,  Sept.  17^5;  was  still  ensign 
in  Jan.  1773,  but  appears  as  captain  in  Sept.  1774.  Me  led 
his  company  at  the  Lex.  alarm  and  in  the  affair  at  Noddle's 
Island,  1775.  His  command  in  April,  1776,  was  the  4th  co. 
1st  Middlesex  regiment,  Col.  Samuel  Thacher,  which  partici- 
pated in  the  I'oint  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776.  He  was  capt.  of 
a  company  of  eighty-eight  men,  which  was  drafted  from  that 
regiment  and  marched  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  Dec.  16,  1776;  and 
was  capt.  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards,  which  was  em- 
ployed at  Cambridge  (or  on  Prospect  and  Winter  Mills)  in 
guarding  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  campaign  against  Bur- 
goyne,  1777-78.  He  was  chosen  first  representative  from  Mai- 
den under  the  state  constitution,  1780.  In  181 5  he  sold  his 
house  near  Waters's  Spring  and  soon  after  removed  to  Chester, 
Vt.,  where  he  died,  Jan.  29.  iNjo,  in  the  family  of  his  son-in- 
law,  Samuel  Sargent.  Wright,  Historical  Discourse^  24,  says 
he  "was  ]irompt  in  duty,  and  persevering  in  effort." 

Bl.\tchkokd,  John;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777, 
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Bottom  {Bottume}),  Thomas;  farmer,  ae.  45,  stature  5.7, 
complex,  light;  enlisted  May  9,  i/Si,  tor  three  years. 

Boyd,  John;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777.  Appears  as 
private  with  Capt.  James  Bancroft,  Col.  Jackson,  in  pay 
accounts  lor  service,  June  17,  1777  to  Dec.  31,  1779;  res. 
Stuncham,  credited  to  Maiden.  Probably  the  same  who  ap- 
pears in  a  return,  dated  Medford,  l"\b.  19,  1778,  res.  Mcdford, 
enlisted  for  Maiden  from  Lieut.  Stephen  Hail  s  co.  ist  Mid- 
dlesex rcj;iment. 

Bkki:i>kn,  Daniel;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Bkekmkn,  Ei  NATHAN;  Lcx.  alarm,  from  Maiden,  1775; 
probably  the  same  as  reported  of  Stoncham,  private  with  Capt. 
Isaac  Hall,  Col.  Bond,  in  return,  dated  Camp  iVospect  Hill, 
Oct.  6,  1775:  re|>orted  enli.sted  for  Quebec,  Sept,  12,  1775; 
enlisted  NOw  19,  1776,  for  the  war;  on  muster  roll  at  camp  at 
Stillwater,  Se|)t.  1777,  at  White  Plains,  J\me-Aug. ,  1778;  on 
various  rolls  until  Jan.  30,  1779;  during  this  t  i me  appears  as  * 
a  three  years'  man  from  Maiden  with  Capt.  Samuel  Flower, 
Col.  Greaton,  2d  battalion  Mass.  forces.  Reported  deserted, 
Jan.  30,  1779,  but  api)ears  with  Capt.  Flower  in  1780. 

Brki.den,  Samlkl;  farmer,  born  in  Maiden,  but  then  res. 
at  Temple,  ae.  28,  stature  5.8,  complex,  brown,  enlistetl  April 
23,  1775,  as  ser;;eant  with  Capt.  Ezra  Towne,  Col.  Read,  in 
ei^ht  m<»nths'  service. 

15ki(.iiam,  Aaron;  of  Marlborough,  in  some  rolls  is  reported, 
probably  bv  error,  as  of  Maiden, 

Hrintnall,  VVH-I.IAM;  ae  19,  stature  5.5,  complex,  rtiddy; 
with  six  months'  reinforcements,  marched  under  Capt.  Soper, 
July  15,  1780:  reported  passed  muster  at  Camp  Totowny,  Oct. 
25,  1780;  .service  was  for  four  months  and  six  days  in  contin- 
gent of  six  months'  men  raised  by  Maiden.  He  died  in  ser> 
vice,  Nov.  20,  1780. 

Brow.v,  Benjamin;  Lex.  alarm.  1775;  lieutenant  with  Capt. 
Nathan  Sargeant,  three  months'  state  scn  ice,  1779. 

Brown,  Peter;  Le.x.  alarm,  1775;  perhaps  the  same  as  the 
boatswain's  mate  with  Capt.  Daniel  Waters  in  ship  "  General 
Putnam,"  July-Aug.,  1779. 
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BUCKN'AM,  Aaron;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
cxp.,  June,  1776;  in  R.  I.  service,  May-July,  1777,  with  CapL 
Stephen  Uana,  Col.  Whitney. 

BUCK.NA.M,  Bknjamin;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shir- 
ley exp.,  June,  1776. 

BucKNANf,  David;  Lex.  alaru,,  1775;  vviili  Capt.  Caleb 
Brooks  in  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Nov.  1777. 

1H;CKNAM,  JosES  (sometimes  Josejih);  of  Medford,  appears 
in  various  service  from  1776  to  1780,  and  is  sometimes  called 
of  Maiden. 

BuCKNAM,  Nathan;  \k\  eight  months'  service,  1775,  with 
Capt.  N.  Hatcii,  Lieut. -Col.  iiond. 

BCCKNAM,  William;  res.  Medford,  is  reported  as  having 
enlisted  for  the  town  of  ^Lilden  in  i7<So  in  six  iinMuhs'  service, 
ac.  21,  .stature  5.8,  complex,  dark.  W'illiam  ivucknam,  son  of 
James  and  Mary,  was  born  in  Maiden,  April  30,  1759. 

BURDITT,  Josli'H;  with  Capt.  B.  iiianey  in  Point  Shirley 
cxp.,  June,  1776. 

BL'RDITT,  Naihan;  eight  months'  service,  1775,  with  Capt. 
N.  Ilatcli,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond;  with  Capt.  Caleb  Brooks  in 
Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Nov.,  1777. 

BuRDlTT,  RoiiKRi  ;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  eiglit  months' service, 
1775,  with  CJajjt.  \.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond. 

Bukdh  I",  Sa.\ut;l;  eight  months'  service,  1775,  with  Capt. 
N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond.  Second-lieut.  in  Col.  llphraim 
Wheelock's  regiment  in  list  of  officers,  Ticonderoga,  Oct.  11, 
1776. 

Garden,  Timothy;  received  sixty  pounds,  July  13,  17S2, 
of  Thos.  Hills,  chaiiTnan  of  a  class  in  the  town  of  Maiden,  for 
enlisting  in  the  continental  service  for  three  years. 

Caswell,  Jj.iaki.m;  enlisted  June  5.  1775,  eight  months' 
service  as  bombardier  in  Capt.  John  Callcnder's  artillery.  Col. 
Gridley. 

Caswell,  Elilaii;  sergeant  in  eight  months'  service  with 
Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Caswell,  Joshua;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 
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Chadwick,  Daniel;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  B. 
Blaitey  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  with  Col.  Brooks's 
regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.  in  1778,  performing  '*extraordi- 
nary  services,"  which  the  town  recognized  in  1779. 

Cheever,  Joseph,  was  a  native  of  Chelsea,  where  he  was 
bom,  Dec.  14,  1752.  He  was  a  great-grandson  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Cheever,  the  third  pastor  of  the  church  in  Maiden, 
and  became  a  resident  here  in  middle  life.  In  the  Lex.  alarm 
he  was  out  as  fourth-sergeant  in  Capt.  Samuel  Sprague's  com- 
pany of  Chelsea  militia;  and  he  was  soon  after  commissioned 
by  the  fnrovincial  authorities  as  first-lieutenant  in  the  regiment 
of  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish,  his  company,  which  was  under  the 
conmand  of  his  former  captain,  Samuel  Sprague,  being  largely 
composed  of  Essex  County  men. 

At  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  Col.  Gerrish  neglected  or 
refused  to  lead  his  regiment  farther  than  Charlestown  Neck, 
where  portions  (tf  other  regiments  bad  halted,  deterred  by  the 
severe  fire  to  which  it  was  exposed.  A  part  of  the  regiment, 
however,  under  its  adjutant,  Christian  Febiger,  a  Danish  lieu- 
tenant, who  afterwards  became  a  colonel  in  the  continental 
service^  crossed  the  Neck  and  took  part  in  the  action,  doing 
good  service.  Its  captain  having  been  wounded  earlier  in  the 
day,  as  tradition  states,  Cheever  led  his  company  into  the  en- 
gagement and  was  on  the  hill  during  the  battle,  receiving  a 
bullet  through  his  hat  After  the  battle  Col.  Gerrish  was 
tried  and  cashiered,  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  was 
given  to  Loammi  Baldwin,  its  former  lieutenant-colonel.  Dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Boston,  Lieut.  Cheever*s  company  was  sta- 
tioned a  portion  of  the  time  at  Chelsea,  his  regiment  occupying 
the  lines  in  that  town  and  Maiden  and  Medford. 

On  the  reorganization  of  the  army  he  was  attached  to  the 
company  of  Capt  Barnabas  Dodge,  in  the  same  regiment, 
which  now  became  the  twenty-sixth  regiment  of  foot.  He 
went  with  the  army  in  its  removal  to  the  seat  of  war  in  the 
central  provinces,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  White 
Plains  and  other  engagements  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York. 
By  the  death  or  discharge  of  Capt  Dodge  he  succeeded  to  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


8l2 


HISTORY  OF  MALDEN. 


command  of  the  company,  which  position  he  maintained  until 
the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  in  1777,  althoiiirb  he 
received  no  commission  other  than  that  of  lieutenant,  which 
he  already  held.  He  led  his  company  of  forty-three  men  in 
the  attack  on  Trenton,  Dec.  26,  1776;  and  tradition  says  that 
he  was  complimented  by  Washington  and  employed  in  some 
unstated  service  at  headquarters.  His  grandson,  the  late  Sam- 
uel Raymond  {Maiden  Mirror,  Feb.  2,  1884),  says:  "I  often 
heard  my  grandfather  tell  how  he  and  his  command  were  sent 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy  to  make  an  attack,  so  as  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  British  and  Hessians  in  that  direction,  while 
Washington  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  made  the  success- 
ful attack  in  front.  He  often  would  tell  of  the  sufferings  and 
privations  of  our  army,  and  of  their  leaving  a  bloody  track  on 
the  snow  and  ice  in  that  winter's  campaign." 

In  1799  he  purchased  a  farm  on  Salem  Street  in  Scadan, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  Oct.  23,  1830.  He  is  buried 
in  the  Salem  Street  Cemetery.  His  commission  as  captain 
(i795)»  signed  by  John  Hancock,  is  preserved  in  the  Maiden 
Public  Library. 

Christy,  John;  ae.  22,  stature  5.8,  complex,  dark,  with  six 
months'  reinforcements,  marched  from  Springfield,  under  Lieut. 
Cary,  Oct.  26,  1780;  220  miles  from  home  when  discharged. 

Cox,  Unite;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  serc^cant  in  eight  months' 
service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Delano,  David;  drafted  and  marched  for  Horse  Neck,  with 
Capt.  John  Walton,  Col.  Brooks,  Sept.  26,  1776. 

Dkrhv.  Arnold;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

Dexter,  Aaron,  who  appears  here  by  reason  of  his  services 
at  sea,  was  the  fourth  son  of  Richard  and  Rebecca  (Peabody) 
Dexter,  and  was  born  Nov.  11,  1750.  His  father  chose  for 
him  a  liberal  education ;  and  he  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1776.  He  was  an  interested  and  intelligent  witness  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  from  the  Maiden  side  of  the  river. 
Analectic  Magazine,  xi.  257. 

After  his  graduation  he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Samuel 
Danforth  of  Boston.    He  made  several  voyages  as  surgeon. 
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being  finally  captured  and  carried  into  Halifax.  After  many 
hardships  he  was  exchanged;  and,  returning  to  Boston,  he  be* 
gan  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  soon  attained  a 
high  d^;ree  of  success.  His  connection  with  Harvard  College 
is  related  on  page  629.*  He  took  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs;  and  he  served  in  the  winter  campaign  in  which  the 
uprising  known  as  Shay's  Rebellion  in  1787  was  overcome. 
He  was  an  early  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  and  a  member  and  promoter  of  many  other  literary 
and  charitable  bodies.  He  had  a  decided  taste  for  farming, 
and  owned  for  that  purpose  the  large  tract  of  land  in  Chelsea 
on  which  the  United  States  Hospitals  now  stand.  His  death, 
which  occurred  at  Cambridge,  Feb.  28,  1829^  was  attributed 
to  old  age.  Bi-Centennial  Bwk  of  Maiden^  173;  Mass.  Hisi. 
So,  Proe.,  April,  1829,  421-423. 

Dexter,  John;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp., 
June,  1776;  perhaps  was  lieut.  of  the  brigantine  "Hawke," 
Capt.  Jona.  Oakes,  Nov.  1776 

Dexter,  Richard;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  cxp.,  June,  1776. 

Dexter,  William;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  corporal  with  Capt. 
B.  Blaney  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb.- 
April,  1778;  acknowledged,  April  4,  1778,  the  receipt  of  two 
pounds  "As  a  Bounty  for  my  Going  to  Providence  Voted  By 
said  Town  in  may  1777." 

Dickenson,  James;  with  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards 
at  Camb.  in  1778,  performing  "extraordinary  services,"  which 
the  town  recognized  in  1779. 

Dow,  Solomon  ;  in  eight  months*  service  with  Capt  K. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Eaton,  Ebekezer  ;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Eaton,  Ezra;  enlisted.  May  3,  1775,  in  eight  months'  ser- 
vice, as  sergeant  with  Capt.  Thea  Bliss,  Col.  Patterson. 

Eaton,  Nathan;  corporal  at  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  in  eight 
months'  service  with  Capt  N.  Hatch,  Lieut  •Col.  Bond, 
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Edmunds^  John;  Lex.  alarm,  1775.  but  not  with  the 
militia. 

Emerson,  William  (Rfv.)  ;  a  son  of  Rev.  Joseph  iMiiersoo; 
prominent  by  his  patriotic  sermons;  chaplain  at  Ticonticroga, 
Aug.  1776;  died  Oct.  20,  1776.     FrV/r  chap.  xix.  note  20. 

Farrington,  Wimjam;  in  the  3rd  regiment,  date  not 
known;  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  in  1801  was  allowed 
2CX>  acres  of  land,  or  twenty  dollars,  for  his  services. 

Fl/)YD,  JosK.rn;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Floyd,  Noah;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for 
one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana, 
Col.  Mcintosh. 

FoKBKS,  Christopher;  a  soldier  of  the  French  War,  whose 
service  is  given  on  page  705.  He  claims  a  place  here,  by 
tradition,  as  a  participator  in  the  Lex.  alarm  and  in  other 
local  affairs,  although  he  docs  not  appear  in  the  records.  He 
was,  doubtless,  one  of  the  unorganized  multitude  who  assailed 
the  retreating  forces  from  every  vantage  ground.  A  story  is 
told  of  "old  Kit  I''obe.s,"  which  probably  applies  to  the  summer 
of  1774.  At  that  time,  and  until  the  gathering  of  the  Amcri- 
ciTis  around  Boston  prevented,  British  officers  were  often  met 
ruiing  about  the  country,  ostensibly  for  pleasure  but  really  for 
information.  Forbes  was  going  along  the  Salem  Road,  with 
his  scythe  upon  his  shoulder,  when  he  was  met  by  a  single 
officer  to  whose  salutation  he  failed  to  reply.  The  officer, 
with  an  oath,  ordered  him  to  salute,  and  as  the  other  still 
proceeded  silently  upon  his  way,  threatened  him.  Forbes  was 
wide  awake  as  well  as  silent,  and,  as  the  officer  stooped  in  his 
seat  to  draw  his  sword,  by  a  dexterous  movement  threw  his 
scythe  back  of  the  other's  neck  and  said  he  would  cut  off  his 
head  if  he  moved.  It  is  said  that  the  officer  carried  his  head 
with  great  care  and  that  Forbes  held  the  scythe  in  its  position 
with  a  fnm  hand.  In  this  manner  the  twain  moved  slowly 
along  the  road  to  Waite's  Tavern  in  Scadan,  where  the  officer 
was  allowed  to  dismount  and  was  presented  to  the  people  who 
bad  gathered  there.  Forbes  related  the  story  and  proposed  to 
salute  the  officer  if  he  would  treat  the  crowd  at  the  bar.  This 
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being  done  Forbes  gave  a  proper  military  salute  to  the  officer, 
who  rode  away  followed  by  the  cheers  of  the  people  and  an 
invitation  to  come  again. 

Gardner,  Jonathan;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B. 
Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  with  Capt  Stephen 
Dana,  Col.  Whitney,  in  Rhode  Island  service,  May-July, 
1777;  with  Capt  Thos.  Hovey,  Col.  Tyler,  in  Rhode  Island 
service,  Dec.  1779;  lost  at  sea,  Oct  178a 

Geary,  Joshua;  probably  from  Stoneham;  was  hired  by 
Maiden  on  the  call  of  June  %  1779;  ae.  17,  stature  5.  i,  com- 
plex, light,  with  Capt  Waiter  Col.  Steams,  in  nine  months' 
service. 

Gill,  Joshua;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt  N.  Hatch, 
Lieut  •Col.  Bond,  1775;  lost  on  armed  brigantine  "Massachu- 
setts," 1778. 

Gill,  William;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Gould,  John;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  R  Blaney  in 
Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Graham,  John;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt  N.  Hatch, 
Lieut -Col.  Bond,  1775;  advertised  in  the  Boston  GagetU, 
April  7,  1777,  as  having  deserted  from  the  company  of  Capt 
Philip  Thomas,  Col.  Marshall. 

Green,  Bernard;  corporal  at  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  corporal 
with  Capt  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  .1776;  first- 
seigeant  with  Capt.  John  Walton,  Col.  Brooks,  marched  to 
Horse  Neck,  Sept.  26,  1776,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  and  participated  in  the  victories  of  Trenton  and  Prince- 
ton; lieut  in  Col.  Thacher's  regiment  of  Middlesex  militia, 
July  29,  1778.  Mr.  Green  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Maiden 
after  the  war,  and  passed  a  long  and  honorable  life^  serving 
the  town  in  its  various  offices  of  responsibility.  He  was  an 
active  justice  of  the  peace  more  than  thirty  years.  He  died 
July  15,  1834,  aged  eighty -two  years.  He  was  the  brother  of 
Dr.  Ezra  Green  and  the  Rev.  Aaron  Green,  who  are  else- 
where noticed,  and  the  father  of  the  late  James  D.  Green, 
formerly  a  Unitarian  clergyman,  and,  later,  the  first  mayor  of 
Cambridge. 
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Green,  Daniel;  ae.  15,  stature  4.9,  complex,  light,  hair 
light,  eyes  blue,  a  farmer,  enlisted,  April  4,  178 1,  for  three 

years. 

Green,  Ezra  ;  surgeon  in  the  army  and  at  sea  with  CapL 
Paul  Jones  and  others.     /  'idc  chapter  xxiii. 
Grken,  James;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

GkKEN,  Phlneas;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Col.  Brooks  s 
regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April,  1778. 

Grover,  Benjamin;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  sergeant  in  eight 
months' service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775; 
in  service  in  the  expedition  against  Canada,  and  died  at 
Ticonderoga,  Oct.   16,  1776. 

Gruver,  John;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  eight  months'  service 
with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  drafted  and 
marched  for  Horse  Neck,  Sept.  26,  1776,  with  Capt.  John 
Walton,  Col.  Brooks;  with  Capt.  Joseph  Fuller,  Col.  Bullard, 
in  service  "  Northward,"  Aug.-Nov.,  1777;  with  Capt.  Caleb 
Brooks  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Dec, 

1777-  April,  1778;  with  Capt.  Benj.  Edf^ell,  Col.  Jacobs,  July, 

1778-  Jan.,  1779,  perhaps  in  Rhode  Island  service.  John  Grover 
also  appears  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of 
guards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April,  1778;  as  matross  with  Capt. 
Donnell,  Col,  Crane,  July,  1778-Dcc.,  1780,  and  perhaps 
later,  having  enlisted  for  the  war.  I  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween the  two  who  performed  the  above  service.  John  Grover 
and  jniLN  Gr()\i;r,  Jr.,  have  become  confounded;  and  per- 
ha]is  the  two  followinf;  names  should  have  apart  of  this  record. 

Grover,  John  jrh;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Grovfr,  JoiiN4Tii;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Grover,  Saml'EI,;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut.-Col.  Bond,  1775;  with  Capt.  Benj.  Edgell,  Col. 
Jacobs,  Jan.  1778,  for  one  year,  perhaps  in  Rhode  Island  ser- 
vice; was  in  hospital  at  Freetown,  Sept.  13,  1778;  lieutenant 
with  Capt.  Nathan  Sars^eant,  three  niDnths'  state  service,  1779. 

Hali.owi  ll,  C.'M  vin;  in  list  of  three  years' men,  1777;  was 
with  Capt.  Joseph  McNall,  Col.  Wiggles  worth,  at  Camp  Val- 
ley Forge,  Feb.,  1778. 
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Hali.owell,  Joseph;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  eight  months'  ser- 
vice with  Capt.  X.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Hai.i.owki.i.,  Samukl;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  eight  months' 
service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  liond,  1775.  Hal- 
lowell  often  appears  as  HoUoway  in  the  rolls  and  records. 

Hardk.x  (Harding),  SAMUEL;  a  negro;  in  list  of  three  years' 
men,  1777;  ativertiscd  in  the  lu^stoii  Gazette,  April  7,  1777,  as 
having  deserted  irom  the  company  of  Capt.  Philip  Thomas, 
Col.  Marsliall. 

Ham  v,  J.acob;  witli  Cai)t.  Abrahim  Watson,  2nd  battalion 
Mass.  forces,  Col.  Greaton ;  dead,  i7cSo(?). 

H.\TCH,  John;  ei'd  f  months'  service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch, 
Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Hatch,  Nalef^;  a  master  mariner  before  the  Revolution; 
captain  of  the  alarm  list,  and  of  the  town  guard  after  the  Lex. 
alarm;  captain  of  the  company  raised  May,  1775,  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Col.  Thomas  Gardner,  which  was  posted  at  Bcacham's 
Point  during  the  siege.  After  the  evacuation  this  company 
under  Capt.  Hatch  marched  with  its  regiment,  then  the  25th 
of  the  continental  line,  Col.  Wm.  Bond,  to  New  York,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  abortive  expedition  of  Gen.  Thomas  against 
Canada,  1776.  The  jwssiblc  ser\  ice  of  Capt.  Hatch  upon  the 
ocean  is  elsewhere  noticed.  He  died  in  Maiden,  July  14, 
1804,  ae.  73. 

Hatch,  Naler  (.A  );  Lex.  alarm;  eight  months'  service  as 
(if er  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut.-Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Hatkekson  (perhaps  .^/^iW47iii)  John  i  in  list  of  three  years' 
men,  1777. 

ILwvKES,  Ezra;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Bianey 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Havxes,  Peter;  deserted  at  Fishkill,  Oct.  27,  1781,  from 
Lieut.  Col.  Webb's  regiment  of  levies  from  Suffolk  and 

Middlesex. 

Hazelton",  Samuel;  received  thirty  pounds,  lawful  money, 
bounty  from  the  town,  Aug.  22,  1777.  "to  loin  the  Continall 
Army  to  the  Last  of  November  Next,"  probably  in  Rhode 
Island  service;  in  list  1779^  ae.  33,  stature  5.9,  sandy  com- 
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plex. ;  with  six  months'  reinforcements,  marched  under  Capt, 
Soper  from  Springfield,  July  24,  1780;  220  miles  from  home 
when  discharged.    Sometimes  called  Hazeltinc. 

Hill,  Charles;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  corporal  in  eight  months* 
service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut.-Col.  Bond,  1775;  with 
Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  allowed 
state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for  one  month  in  the  lines  at  Bos- 
ton, with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 

Hill  (or  Hills)  Prince;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt. 
N.  Hatch,  Lieut.-Col.  Bond,  1775.  This  was  probably  the 
negro  servant  of  Thomas  Hills  whose  marriage  is  recorded  in 
chap.  xii. 

Hills,  Benj.xmiN;  ae.  28,  stature  5.3,  ruddy  complex.; 
with  six  months'  reinforcements  marched  under  Capt.  Soper 
from  Springfield,  July  24,  1780;  220  miles  from  home  when 
discharged. 

Hills,  Nathan;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for 
one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana, 
Col.  Mcintosh;  corporal  with  Capt.  John  Kcttell,  in  detach- 
ment of  guards  under  Maj.  Heath,  stationed  in  Boston,  Aug. 

1779- 

HOLDEN,  John;  born  in  Stoneham,  Oct.  24,  1738,  and  at 
the  Le.x.  alarm  was  in  the  militia  company  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Sprague  of  that  town.  It  is  not  certain  that  he  was  that  John 
Holden  who  was  first-lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Tbos. 
Ni.xon,  1777-1779;  but  it  is  sure  that  he  was  commissioned  as 
first-lieutenant  under  Capt.  Josiah  Green,  Col.  Fo.x,  in  the 
nine  months'  ser\'ice,  April  6,  1779.  He  was  first-lieutenant 
with  Capt.  Isaac  Gage,  Col.  Dana,  whose  company  was  de- 
tached under  Lieut.-Col.  Webb  to  join  the  continental  army 
and  was  in  service,  Oct. -Dec,  1781,  and  perhaf)s  longer. 
Soon  after  the  war  he  came  to  Maiden,  and  later  he  removed 
to  Otisfield,  Me.,  where  he  died,  Feb.,  1806.  His  descend- 
ants have  been  well  known  here  in  town  and  church  affairs. 
His  widow,  Mary  (Knight),  died  at  Otisfield,  May  21,  1842, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  100  years,  2  months,  and  9  days. 

HoLDEN,  JOH.v,  Jr.  ;  of  Stoneham,  son  of  the  abo\-e;  ae. 
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17,  stature  5.7,  light  complex.,  in  nine  months'  service  with 
Capt.  Josiah  Green,  Col.  Fox,  1779;  enlisted  for  three  years 
from  April  10^  1781,  and  received  a  bounty  of  320  Spanish 
milled  dollars. 

HoLDEN,  Daniel;  of  Stoneham,  brother  of  the  above,  was 
in  the  army,  but  I  have  no  record  of  his  service. 

Holmes,  Fortune;  perhaps  a  negro;  in  list  of  three  years' 
men,  1777. 

Howard,  Amos;  sergeant  with  Capt.  B.  Blancy  in  Point 
Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  sergeant  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in 
Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.|  Fcb.-April,  1778. 

Howard,  David;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Howard,  Ezra;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in 
Col.  Brooks's  ref:^iment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  F^eb. -April,  1778. 

Howard,  John;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776. 

Hutchings,  Samuel;  in  list  of  prisoners  in  Old  Mill 
Prison,  England,  from  sloop  "Franklin's"  prize,  taken  May  1, 
178 1.    Perhaps  this  should  be  Hitchings. 

Jenkins,  Edward;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776. 

Jenkins,  Enoch;  son  of  Nathaniel  Jenkins,  the  schoolmas- 
ter, was  born,  Aug.  16,  1763.  He  enlisted  at  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years;  is  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777,  and  was  in 
camp  at  Valley  Forge;  enlisted  tor  the  war,  Dec.  21,  1779; 
in  Jan.,  1781,  was  in  service  in  the  light  company  in  the  8th 
Mass.  regiment.  He  died  in  Java,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  5,  1846.  The 
following  incident,  related  in  Memoirs  of  Gen.  La  Fayette 
(Hartford,  1825),  164,  is  connected  with  him. 

Baron  Steuben,  while  reviewing  our  regiment,  notteed  In  the  ranks 
a  very  spruce  young  lad,  handsomely  formed,  standing  erect,  with  the 
air  of  a  gented  toldier,  his  gun  and  equipments  in  perfect  order.  The 
Baron,  stnick  with  his  militaiy  appearance,  patted  him  under  his  chin 
to  elevate  his  heati  stiH  more  erect,  viewed  him  with  a  smile,  and  said, 
"How  long  have  yuu  been  a  soldier?  you  are  one  pretty  soldier  in 
miniature,  how  old  are  you?"    "Seventeen,  sir."    "Have  you  got 
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a  wife?"  Then,  calling  to  the  colond,  be  said,  **CoL  Jacksoiv  this 
if  one  fine  soldier  in  miniature." 

This  occurred  at  a  review  of  the  regiment  dL  CoL  Micah 
Jackson,  at  West  Point  in  May,  178a  Imfcrmathm  cf  Otis 
Pettee  of  Newton. 

Jenkins,  Ezekiel;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Jenkins,  Ezekiel,  Jr.  ;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Jenkins,  John;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  R  Blaney  in 
Point  Shirley  exp.,  Jwie  1776;  allowed  state  bowity,  June  12, 
1778,  for  one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston  with  Capt  Stephen 
Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 

Jenkins,  Joseph;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  allowed  state  bounty,  June 
13,  1778,  for  one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston  with  Capt 
Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 

Jenkins,  Obadiah;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut -Col  Bond,  1775;  in  Rhode  Island  service^ 
May-July,  1777,  with  Capt  Stephen  Dana,  CoL  Whitney; 
perhaps  drummer  with  Capt  B.  Blaney  in  Col.  Brooks's  rai- 
ment of  guards  at  Camb.,  FeK-April,  1778;  enlisted  for  the 
war,  Dec.  21,  1779;  in  Jan.,  1781,  was  in  service  in  the  light 
company  in  the  8th  Mass.  regiment 

Jenkins,  Thomas;  lost  on  armed  brigantine  "  Massachu- 
setts," 1778. 

Johnson,  Isaac;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

Johnson,  James;  with  six  months'  reinforcements,  1780; 
230  miles  from  home  when  discharged. 

Jones,  Dudley;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt  N.  Hatch, 
Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

Kelly,  Henry;  drafted  and  marched  for  Horse  Neck,  with 
Capt.  John  Walton,  Col.  BrookSi  Sept  26,  17761  in  hospital, 
Oct  31,  I77d 

Key,  John;  drafted  to  march  with  Capt.  John  Walton,  CoL 
Brooks,  to  Horse  Neck,  but  did  not  join  the  regiment,  although 
he  had  received  bounty  of  Benj.  Bucknam,  to  go  on  an  expe- 
dition to  farefeald  in  the  Room  of  the  sf  Bucknam,"  Sept., 
1776. 
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Knower,  Danikl;  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Hoiul,  1775;  lust  at  bca,  1780. 

Knuwek,  Jonathan;  eight  months'  ser\'ice  with  Capt. 
Abncr  Cranson,  Col.  Whiteomb,  1775;  enlisted  for  three 
years,  April  iS,  1781,  ae.  33,  stature  S'9\»  complex,  light, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyt-s,  a  farmer. 

Lakrv,  Jkkkv;  with  .si.\  nioiiihs'  reinforcements,  1780;  220 
miles  Irom  home  when  discharged. 

Low,  John;  ac.  24,  stature  5.7;  complex,  dark,  dark  hair, 
blue  eyes,  a  tarmer,  enlisted  for  three  years,  May  19,  1781. 

Low,  William;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Lyndk,  Be.njamin;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  .Shirley  exp. ,  June,  1776;  with  Capt.  H.  Blaney  in 
Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Fcb.-April,  1778. 

LvNDE,  Charlestown ;  perhaps  a  negro;  in  eight  months' 
service  with  Capt.  Edward  Blake,  Col.  Brewer,  1775;  in  three 
years'  service,  1777,  in  6th  battalion  Mass.  Bay  forces,  with 
Capt.  Robt.  Allen,  Col.  Alden. 

LVNPE,  JabE/':  sergeant  at  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  sergeant  with 
Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  received 
six  pounds  liounty,  Dec.  9,  1776,  "Voted  by  the  Town  of  mai- 
den for  Providing  a  Reinforcement  for  the  american  Army." 

Lynde,  Jonathan;  drafted  and  marched  fur  Horse  Neck, 
Sept.  26,  1776,  with  Capt.  Joim  Walton,  Col.  Jirooks. 

LVNDE,  JosKi  n,  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Lynde,  Joslph,  Jr.;  Lc.x.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  B. 
Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Lynde,  N.\THAn;  lieutenant  at  Le.x.  alarm,  1775;  fir^t- 
lieut.  4th  CO.  1st  Mitiillesex  regiment,  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney, 
Col.  Thacher,  and  so  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Lynde,  .Samuel;  enlisted  in  eight  months'  service.  May  30, 
1775.  and  in  July,  was  in  camp  at  Chelsea  with  Capt.  Samuel 
Sprague,  Col.  Gerrish. 

Mac.os,  Pomp;  a  negro;, ae.  31,  stature  5.6.];  was  hired  by 
the  town  under  call  of  June  9,  1779,  for  nine  months'  men,  and 
was  with  Capt.  W.iite,  Col.  Stearns,  Nov.  1779.  He  died  in 
the  Maiden  almshouse. 
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Maiticema,  Patrick;  this  distorted  name  is  in  the  list  of 
three  years' men,  1777. 

Malony,  James;  in  three  years'  service,  1777,  in  6th 
battalion,  Mass.  Bay  forces,  with  Capt.  Robt.  Allen,  Col. 
Alden. 

Manser,  Joh.n;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp. ,  June,  1776. 

McLane,  John;  advertised  in  Boston  Gazette,  April  7,  1777, 
as  having  deserted  from  the  company  of  Capt.  Philip  Thomas, 
Col.  Marshall. 

Mendu.m,  William;  of  Boston,  but  in  service  as  from  Mai- 
den; in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777;  was  a  matross,  Nov.  i, 
1779,  with  Capt.  Benj.  Frothingham  in  Col.  Crane's  regiment 
of  artillery,  then  at  Springfield. 

Munroe,  Philemon;  with  Capt.  John  Parker  on  Lexington 
common,  April  19,  1775;  afterwards  came  to  Maiden;  with 
Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  1776;  with  Capt.  B. 
Blaney  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb.- 
April,  1778;  vide  chapter  xxii.,  note  27. 

Ne.vgles,  Michael,  was  born  in  Maiden,  Dec.  25,  1765, 
but  enlisted  on  the  quota  of  Lexington,  for  three  years,  March 
6,  1781;  then  called  a  farmer,  ae.  16,  stature  5.8,  dark  com- 
ple.x.,  hair,  and  eyes.  He  received  "four  thousand  Dollars  of 
the  old  Emmission,"  and  "a  Note  for  Si.xteen  HefTers,"  the 
whole  being  valued  as  £,%0  specie  in  1783.  Discharged  from 
service  as  "a  private  in  the  first  partisan  Leagion,"  at  York- 
town,  Nov.  15,  1783.  He  returned  to  Maiden  and  died  here, 
April  22,  1836.  His  gravestone  in  the  Salem  Street  Ceme- 
tery bears  a  copy  of  his  discharge. 

Newiiall,  Bernard;  Lex.  alarm.  1775;  .sergeant  in  eight 
months'  service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut.-Col.  Bond,  1775; 
lost  on  armed  brigantine  "Massachusetts,"  1778. 

Newiiall,  Edward;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B. 
Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  received  bounty  of 
two  pounds.  May  6,  1777,  for  going  "to  Rodilant." 

Newhall,  Ezra;  bom  in  Maiden  but  removed  to  Lynn;  an 
officer  in  the  French  War;  captain  of  a  Lynn  company  at  the 
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Lex.  alarm,  1775;  senior  c:i{)tain  under  Col.  Mansfield,  1775- 
C;  major;  licut.-col.,  May  17,  1777,  in  5th  regiment  Mass. 
Continentals,  Col.  Putnam;  was  in  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war;  died  in  Salem,  April  5.  1798. 

Newhai.L,  John;  for  service  in  1 757,  t'/Vi/- chap.  xx.  ;  re- 
moved from  Maiden  to  Spencer,  and  was  out  at  the  Lex«  alarm, 
1775,  as  captain  of  a  company  of  minute  men. 

NewiialL,  NehkmiaH;  enlisted  in  ei<;ht  months'  service, 
April,  28,  1775,  with  Capt.  Samuel  Wood,  Col.  Ward. 

Nichols,  James;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Nichols,  John';  with  Ca{)t.  B.  IManey  in  Point  .Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Col.  Brooks's  regi- 
ment of  gLiards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April,  1778;  after  his  death  in 
1 82 1  his  widow  received  a  pension  of  six  and  one-quarter  cents 
a  day. 

Norwood,  Pktlr;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

Oakes,  Edward;  in  Rhode  Island  service,  Dec,  1779,  with 
Capt.  Thos.  Hovey,  Col.  Tyler. 

Oakes,  Jonathan;  naval  ofhccr;  for  services  vide  chapter 
xxiii. 

Oakes,  Nehemiah;  sergeant  at  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  sergeant 
with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  al- 
lowed state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for  one  month  in  the  lines 
at  Boston,  being  sergeant  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  CoL 
Mcintosh. 

Oliver,  Aaron  ;  a  mulatto,  born  in  Maiden,  but  then  resi- 
dent in  Temple;  enlisted  April  23,  1775,  in  eight  months'  ser- 
vice with  Capt.  Ezra  Towne,  Col.  Read. 

Oliver,  Robert;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp..  June.  177^,;  drafted  and  marched  for  Horse  Neck,  Sept. 
26,  1776,  with  Capt.  John  Walton,  Col.  Brooks. 

Oliver,  Samuel;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for 
one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana, 
Col.  Mcintosh. 

O'Neal,  John;  farmer,  ae.  20,  stature  5.6,  light  complex., 
hair,  and  eyes;  enlisted  in  three  years*  service,  July  5,  1781. 
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Paine,  Ebenezer;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  B.  Blaney 

in  Point  Shirley  cxp.,  June,  1776. 

Paine,  James;  in  eight  months*  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  in  Rhode  Island  service  with 
Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Whitney,  May-July,  1777. 

Paine,  John;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for  one 
month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col. 
Mcintosh. 

Paine,  Josiah;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Paine,  SiFruEX,  Jr.,  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  in  eight  months' 
service  with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  with 
Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  e.\p.,  June,  1776. 

Parker,  Damei.;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  with  Capi. 
Abijuli  Childs,  Col.  Greaton,  1777;  re-enlisted,  April  11, 
1781,  for  three  years,  ae.  29,  stature  5.11^,  dark  complex., 
hair,  and  eyes.  Saddletree-maker. 

Parker,  Jacob;  corporal  at  Le.x.  alarm,  1775;  corporal 
with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Parker,  N.\than;  Le.x.  alarm,  1775. 

Parker,  Thomas;  perhaps  was  lieut.  of  the  brigantine 
"Hawke"  with  Capt.  Jona.  Oakes  in  1777;  performed  "ex- 
traordinary services "  at  Camb.,  in  1778,  which  the  town  recog- 
nized in  1779. 

pAri  ERSON,  John;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

Teiuce,  I'dward;  ae.  20,  stature  5.5,  light  complex.,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes,  mariner;  enlisted,  May  25,  1781,  for  three  years. 

Perkins,  Joseph;  deacon;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point 
Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Phii.eH'S,  Fr.xncis;  Lex.  alarm,  1775  ;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  was  at  Ticunderoga  with 
others  from  Maiden  in  Sept.  1776. 

Popkin,  John;  of  Boston;  was  captain  of  a  company  in  Col. 
Richard  Gridley's  battalion  of  arti'Jer),  June,  1775;  commis- 
sioned, Jan.  I,  1777,  as  niujur  in  3rd  regiment  .Mass.  conti- 
nental line,  Col.  Greaton;  promoted  lieut. -col.  in  Col.  Crane's 
artillery,  and  served  through  the  war.    Having  lost  his  first 
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wife  he  married,  Oct.  12,  1 797,  Sarah,  widow  of  the  Rev. 
Nabiim  Sargnnt  and  niece  of  the  Rev.  Eliakim  Willis,  and 
removed  to  Maiden,  where  he  lived  until  hi$  death  in  the  par- 
sonage of  the  Sooth  Ru^ish,  which  bad  been  transferred  to  Mr. 
Willis.  He  died  May  8,  1827.  "He  was  remarked,  "  says 
his  son,  the  late  learned  Prof.  John  S.  Popkin  of  Harvard 
Univ.,  "for  walking  mostly  to  Boston,  and  returning,  nearly 
ever)  day  in  the  year,  except  Sabbaths.  The  distance  is  about 
three  miles.  He  was  an  inspector  of  the  customs.  This  duty 
and  exercise  he  continued  till  after  he  was  eighty-four  years 
old.  He  kept  a  horse  and  chaise  on  the  farm,  and  sometimes 
rode  to  and  from  Maiden  Bridge,  about  a  mile,  but  more  com- 
monly  walked  all  the  way.  He  had  been  weakly  in  his  youth, 
and  unwell  in  his  middle  age,  but  more  healthy  in  his  old  age, 
and  he  lived  nearly  eighty-five  years.  His  daily  walk,  under 
Providence,  probably  improved  his  health.  His  walk,  I  think, 
would  compass  the  globe  more  than  once." 

There  is  a  tradition  that  the  Widow  Sargeant  was  a  person 
of  great  beauty,  and  that  Col.  Popkin  and  his  son  were  rivals 
for  her  affection.  Prof.  Popkin  never  married ;  but  as  he  was 
twenty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's  second  mar- 
riage, and  the  lady  was  twelve  yeara  older,  the  story  may  not 
be  taken  in  full  faith. 

By  his  second  marriage  Col.  Popkin  had  one  son,  Ebenezer 
Willis  Popkin,  a  person  of  feeble  mind,  who  inherited  the  par- 
sonage, where  he  died,  Dec.  12,  1883,  ae.  84. 

Pratt,  Brister;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

Pratf,  Kdward;  ae.  18,  stature  5.9,  dark  complex.,  with 
six  months'  reinforcements,  marched  under  Capt.  Soper  from 
Springfield,  July  24,  1780;  220  miles  from  home  when 
discharged. 

Pratt,  Floyd;  in  cii^ht  months*  scr\'ice  with  Capt.  N. 

Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Hond,  1775. 

rRAi  r.  Jacob;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in 
Point  Shirley  exp. ,  June,  1776. 

Pratt.  John  ;  corporal  with  Capt.  Cadwallader  Ford,  in 
Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April,  1778. 
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Pratt,  Joseph;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 

exp. ,  June,  1776. 

I'KArr,  Phi  Ml';  ae.  16,  stature  5.3,  light  complex.  ;  enlisted 
April  18,  1780,  as  drummer,  for  the  war;  was  at  West  Point, 
June,  178T,  in  3rd  Mass.  regiment,  Col.  Greaton.  Received 
state  bounty  of  ^300. 

Ramsdell,  John;  deacon;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt. 
B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  cxp.,  June,  1776;  was  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  under  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  with  others  from  Maiden,  Sept 
1776. 

Rand,  Edmund;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney,  in  Col.  Brooks's 

regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April,  177S. 

RA>iFRLE,  John;  ae.  34,  stature  5.10,  black  complex.,  hair, 
and  eyes,  farmer;  enlisted,  June  26,  1781,  for  three  years. 

KoRiNSON,  Ebenezer;  received  bounty  from  Wm.  VVaite, 
chairman  of  a  class,  for  three  years'  enlistment,  July  I,  1782. 

Ryan,  John     n  list  of  three  years*  men,  1777. 

Sargeant,  Amos;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  IJeut.-Col.  Bond,  1775;  joined  company  of  Capt. 
Caleb  Brooks,  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb. 
Nov.  3,  1777;  a  seaman  in  the  privateer  brigantine  "  Hazard,** 

Sargeant.  David;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776. 

Sargeant,  Ezra;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Sargeant,  Jacob;  T.cx.  alarm,  1775:  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  allowed  state  bounty,  June 
12,  1778,  for  one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt, 
Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 

S.\K(.EANT,  Ji>hn;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  1778,  for 
one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana, 
Col.  Mcintosh;  fifcr. 

Sargeant,  Nathan;  cajjtain  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Fox, 
1776;  in  July,  1778,  he  appears  as  captain  of  a  company  in  the 
regiment  of  Col.  Gerrish,  in  service  for  fifteen  days  at  Winter 
Hill;  commissioned,  July  28,  1778,  as  captain,  regiment  not 
named,  detailed  for  guard  duty  at  Winter  and  Prospect  Hills, 
in  service  until  Dec.  14,  1778;  enlisted,  Jan.  26,  1779,  as  cap- 
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tain  in  a  company  of  guards  doing  duty  in  and  about  Boston, 
under  Maj.-Gen.  Gat^  service  until  May  20^  1779^  The  ser- 
vice at  Winter  and  Prospect  Hills  was  in  guarding  the  men  of 
the  army  of  Burgoyne,  who  were  encamped  there  as  prisoners 
of  war.  Capt.  Sargeant  married,  as  his  third  wife,  Ruth, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  and  died,  Dec.i,  1798. 

Sargeant,  Phineas;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt. 
N.  Hatch,  Lieut. -Cot.  Bond,  1775. 

Sargeant,  Samuel  Green;  fifer,  with  Capt  B.  Blaney  in 
Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  177& 

Sargeant,  Silas;  Lex.  alarm.  1775;  in  eight  months'  ser- 
vice with  Capt.  N.  Hatch,  Lieut -Col.  Bond,  1775;  died  about 

1777- 

Sarge.\nt,  Solomon;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt 
N.  Hatch,  Lieut -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Sargeant,  Thomas;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shir- 
ley exp.,  June,  1776. 

Sargeant,  Winslow;  drummer  at  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  in 
same  capacity  with  Capt  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp., 
June,  1776. 

Sellack  {SaUaekt  SeUetj  James;  enlisted,  April  24,  1777, 
for  three  years  or  for  the  war;  in  Jan.,  1781,  was  in  service 
with  Capt.  Vose  in  srd  regiment  of  artillery;  re-enlisted.  May 
16,  1 78 1,  for  three  years,  ae.  40^  stature  5. 10,  light  complex., 
hair,  and  eyes,  a  farmer. 

Seymour,  Thomas;  matross  with  Capt  Joseph  Balch  in  2d 
CO.  Mass.  State  train  of  artillery.  Col.  Crafts,  Feb. -May, 

1777. 

Shuker,  Joseph;  enlisted,  March  16,  1781,  for  three  years, 
ae.  28,  stature  5.9^  dack  complex,  and  eyes,  brown  hair,  a 
farmer. 

Shute,  Amos;  sergeant,  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  in  same  capac- 
ity with  Capt  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Shute,  Ebenezer;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776. 

Shute,  Solomon;  in  camp  at  Chelsea  with  Capt  Samuel 
Sprague,  Col,  Gerrish,  July,  1775. 
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SmitHi  George;  in  eight  months*  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut -Col.  Bond,  1775. 

Smith,  Isaac;  naval  officer;  for  services  vide  chapter 
xxiii. 

Smith,  John;  perhaps  was  lieut  in  the  armed  brigantine 
"Hawke,"  Capt  Jona.  Oakes,  Nov.,  1776;  enlisted  June  50^ 
178 1,  for  three  years,  ae.  40,  stature  5.3,  light  complex,  and 
hair,  gray  eyes,  a  farmer. 

Sprague,  Benjamin,  Jr.  ;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  enlisted,  April 
26,  1775,  in  eight  months'  service,  with  Capt  Benj.  Hastings, 
Col.  Whitcomb. 

Sprague,  John  (Dr.);  mate  to  Surgeon  Hastings  in  the 
regiment  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge,  1775;  for  services  at  sea, 
vuig  chapter  xxiii. 

Sprague,  John;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  perhaps  was  quartermaster  of 
the  armed  brigantine  "Massachusetts,"  lost  at  sea,  1771}. 

Sprague,  Phineas,  and  Sprague,  Phineas,  Jr.;  both 
father  and  son  were  at  the  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  one  was  with 
Capt  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp^,  June,  1776;  one  was  in 
Rhode  Island  service,  with  Capt  Stephen  Dana,  Col  Whit- 
ney. I  cannot  separate  their  service.  Of  the  father,  Wright 
{Historical  Discourse,  24)  says :  — 

"  He  was  a  resident  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  a  most 
daring  advocate  of  American  rights.  He  was  quite  advanced 
in  life,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war;  but  vras  one  of  the  in- 
dividuals connected  with  Capt  Hatch's  company,  mentioned 
as  starting  for  Concord  in  the  night,  after  having  lain  at 
Beacham's  Point  during  the  day.  Mr.  Sprague  was  very  deaf ; 
but  his  heart  was  as  impervious  to  fear,  as  his  ears  were  to 
sound.  And  when  the  rest  of  his  party  were  flying  from  the 
view  of  the  enemy,  he  was  seen  upon  a  piece  of  rising  ground 
swinging  his  bat,  and  shouting  victory." 

This  probably  refers  to  some  incident  during  the  siege,  as 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  Maiden  men  should  go  to  Con> 
cord  during  the  night  after  the  Lex.  alarm.  Artemas  Barrett 
{Meirese  Journal,  April  17,  1875),  says  that  Mr.  Sprague  and 
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Others  made  an  effort  to  cross  the  Mystic  durin-  ihc  progress 
of  the  battle  o£  Bunker  Hill,  but  were  prevented  by  an  Eng- 
lish vessel  in  the  river.  "Ai  lov*  water  there  was  a  foot-way 
to  the  channel  and  a  boat  to  cross  with.  Mr.  Sprague,  who 
was  quite  deaf  but  very  courageous,  was  determined  to  go 
over,  and  when  on  his  way  lie  was  shot  at  from  the  vessel. 
He  several  times  dared  them  to  fire,  and  they  shot  several 
nine-pound  balls  at  him,  which  missed  and  were  lodged  in  the 
bank  of  the  river.  He  afterward  dug  one  of  them  out  and  said 
he  wanted  to  keep  it  to  remember  the  devils  by.  That  ball 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  writer  for  a  long  time  but  it  has 
disappeared."  Mr.  Sprague  died,  Dec.  29,  1805,  ae.  80.  He 
was  father  of  Dr.  John  Sprague. 

Sprague,  Sandy  {^Alcxander^\  in  list  of  three  years'  njcn, 
1777- 

SrivAGUE,  William;  sun  of  I'hincas,  above  mentioned ;  Lex. 
alarm,  1775;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  iS'.  Hatch, 
Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shir- 
ley exp.,  June,  1776;  thaftcd  and  marched  for  Horse  Neck, 
with  Capt.  John  Walton,  Col.  Brooks,  Sept.  26,  1776;  in 
Rhode  Island  service  with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Whit- 
ney, May-July,  1775;  lost  on  armed  brigantine  "Massachu- 
setts," 1778. 

Stouv,  l.i.rsHA  (Dr.)  J  surgeon  in  regiment  of  Col.  Moses 
Little,  1775,  and  in  later  service.  Removed  to  Marblehead. 
Vide  chapter  xxi.,  note  17. 

SwKFiSER,  John;  drafted  and  marched  for  Horse  Neck, 
with  Capt.  John  Walton,  Col.  Brooks,  Sept.  26,  1776. 

SwEETSKR,  Joseph;  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt. 
Ephraim  Corey,  Col.  Prcscott;  deserted,  June  15,  1775. 

Tavior,  John-  with  si.x  months'  reinforcements,  1780;  220 
miles  from  home  when  discharged. 

Tucker,  John;  in  list  of  three  years'  men,  1777;  private 
with  Col.  Brewer  at  Camp  Valley  Forge,  Jan.  23,  1778. 

Tufts,  Adam;  in  li.st  of  three  years'  men,  1777. 

TuFT.s,  John;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp., 
June,  1776. 
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Tufts,  Stephen  ;  Lex.  alarm,  1775.  This  was  the  miller 
who  afterwards  owned  the  mill  privileges oo  Spot  Pond  Brook- 
He  then  lived  in  the  old  Tufts  house  on  the  west  side  of  Mai- 
den River,  where  the  United  States  buildings  now  stand.  He 
was  somewhat  famous  as  a  marksnuui;  and  the  following  anec- 
dote is  related  of  him  in  connection  with  the  battle  oi  Bunker 


''On  the  day  of  the  battle  he  todt  his  gun,  or  rifle,  and  am- 
munition, including  seventeen  balls,  got  into  his  boat,  lowcd 
d  -vn  Maiden  River  to  the  Mystic,  thence  to  the  shores  of 
Charleslown,  v.! .  r-,-  t:.  .-  battle  was  raging,  and  fired  away  ail 
his  ammunition  against  the  British.  He  thought  he  must  hiive 
annoyed  them  considerably,  because  they  finally  turned  and 
fired  upon  him.  How  he  manoeuvred  is  not  known  to  our  in- 
formant, but  the  foregoin^%  he  says,  was  told  him  by  the  said 
Stephen  Tufts  himself.  One  of  his  sons,  now  living,  remem- 
bers hearin;^^  him  tell  of  firing  from  behind  a  rock  at  the  battle 
from  which  it  is  conjectured  that  he  hauled  his  boat  ashore 
under  the  bank  of  the  river  and  fired  upon  the  flank  of  the 
British  as  they  advanced  upon  the  American  breastworks." 
Bunker  Hill  Aurora,  June  16,  1866.  He  died  in  Maiden, 
March  1 2,  1 832,  ae.  84. 

Tufts,  Timothy;  brother  of  the  preceding;  Lex.  alarm, 
1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp. ,  June,  1776; 
drafted  and  marched  as  3rd  corporal  with  Capt.  John  Walton, 
Col  Brooks,  for  Horse  Neck,  Sept.  26,  1776. 

Ui'iiAM,  Ezra  ;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  joined  company  of  Capt. 
Caleb  Brooks,  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb., 
Nov.  3,  1777. 

Ui'iiA.M,  William;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  drafted  and  marched  for 
Horse  Neck,  with  Capt.  John  Walton,  CoL  Brooks,  Sept  2^ 
1776;  in  hospital,  Oct.  31,  1776. 

Vinton,  Benoni;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley 
exp.,  June,  1776;  drafted  and  marched  for  Horse  Neck  with 
Capt  John  Walton,  Col.  Brooks,  Sept  26b  1776;  in  hospital, 
Oct  31,  1776. 
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Vinton,  John;  Lex.  alam,  1775;  with  Capt  B.  Blaney, 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776;  2nd  lieut.  in  Col.  Samuel 
Thacher's  Middlesex  regiment  (militia),  July  29,  1778. 

Wade,  James;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in 
Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,'  1776. 

Waite,  Benjamin;  in  list,  dated  Nov.  24,  1779,  of  men 
raised  under  call  of  June  9^  1779^ 

Waite,  David;  Lex.  alarm,  1775. 

Waite,  Ebenezer;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney 
in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Waite,  John,  Jr.  ;  Lex.  alarm,  1775 ;  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in 
Col.  Brooks's  regiment  of  guards  at  Camb.,  Feb. -April,  1778* 

Watte,  Joseph;  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Waite,  bom 
April  3,  1763;  unmarried;  shipped  on  an  armed  vessel;  taken 
prisoner  and  died  on  a  guard  ship. 

Waite,  Micah;  corporal  at  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt. 
B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Waite,  Samuel;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  allowed  state  bounty, 
June  12,  1778,  for  one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with 
Capt.  Stephen  Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 

Watte,  Samuel,  3RD;  allowed  state  bounty,  June  12,  1778, 
for  one  month  in  the  lines  at  Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen 
Dana,  Col.  Mcintosh. 

Waite,  Thomas,  jrd;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  with  Capt  B. 
Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June,  1776. 

Waite,  William;  2nd  lieut.  at  Lex.  alarm;  2nd  lieut.  of 
4th  CO.  I  St  Middlesex  regiment.  Col.  Samuel  Thacher,  and 
so  with  Capt.  B.  Blaney  in  Point  Shirley  exp.,  June^  1776; 
commissary  to  the  Convention  troops  (Burgoyne's)  at  Winter 
Hill,  1777;  capt.  in  Col.  Thacher's  Middlesex  regiment  (mill- 
tia),  July  29,  1778. 

Waters,  Daniel;  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  naval  officer;  forser- 
vtces  vide  chapter  xxiii. 

Watts,  William;  ae.  16,  stature  5.2^,  dark  complex,  and 
eyes,  brown  hair,  farmer,  enlisted  April  27,  1781,  for  three 
years;  the  family  of  Wm.  Watts  received  aid  as  a  soldier's 
family,  Jan. -April,  178a 
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Wheeler,  Thomas;  eight  months'  sen-ice  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Bond,  1775;  enlisted,  Jan.  i,  1777,  for 
three  years;  marched  from  Springfield,  Oct.  26,  1780,  with 
six  months'  reinforcements  under  Lieut.  Gary,  ae.  35,  stature 
5.5,  ruddy  complex.;  in  Jan.,  1781,  was  with  Capt.  Hitch- 
cock in  I  St  Mass.  regiment;  220  miles  from  home  when 
discharged. 

Whittemore,  Joel;  eight  months'  ser\'ice  with  Capt.  N. 
Hatch,  Lieut. -Col.  Hond,  1775;  arrived  in  camp,  July  28, 
1779,  with  recruits  under  call  of  June  9,  1779;  enlisted  April 
II,  1781,  for  three  years  and  received  250  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars from  the  class  of  Joseph  Perkins,  then  ae.  25,  stature  5.5, 
dark  complex.,  hair,  and  eyes,  a  farmer. 

Whittemore,  Pel.\tiah;  a  native  of  Maiden,  res.  in  New 
Ipswich;  ae.  38,  stature  5.10,  brown  complex.,  enlisted  April 
23i  1775.  in  eight  months'  service,  as  sergeant  with  Capt.  Ezra 
Towne,  Col.  Read. 

Williams,  Gideon;  a  "Jersey  lad,"  who  was  taken  in  1773, 
by  the  Rev.  Eliakim  Willis,  "from  on  board  a  vessel  lying  at 
a  wharfe  in  Boston;"  Lex.  alarm,  1775;  enlisted,  April  25, 
1775,  in  eight  months'  service  with  Capt.  Edward  Blake,  Col. 
Brewer. 


APPENDIX. 


I. 

ROSE  HIIXS  NOT  ROSE  DUNSTER. 

CHAP.  VI.  note  i,  page  i66.  This  DOte  remains  as  it  was  written 
in  1890.  The  same  subject  was  afterwards  treated  by  William 
S.  Hill-,,  in  xV.  E.  Hist,  itrt/f  Cental.  Register,  xlix.  146.  At  the  time 
of  gomg  to  press  the  uncert.iiniy  hnd  been  rc'min  t  d  and  the  tnie  name 
of  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hills  had  bteu  found;  but  as  the  inforuiaiion 
had  been  obtained  by  the  researches  of  others,  it  seemed  proper  that 
I  should  not  t»e  for  my  own  purposes  that  which  had  been  given  to 
me  in  confidence.  The  matter  has  now  been  made  paUic  in  a  report 
of  the  Hills  F  unily  Gcnealagical  and  Historic  al  Association.  Joseph 
Hills  and  Rose  ('Ucrkt-  [Clarke]  were  married  at  Hurstead  Magna, 
Hillericay,  co.  Essex,  July  22,  1624.  Here,  where  some  of  their 
children  were  bom»  they  remained  several  years  \  and  in  March,  1 63<>/i, 
they  were  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  Maldon,  where  the  births  of  their 
children  are  recorded  until  August,  1637.  As  is  elsewhere  stated,  they 
arrived  in  New  England,  July  17,  1638. 

Researches  mnde  in  Fn^hnd  by  nn  agent  of  the  Hills  Association 
have  given  inl'onnatiun  of  nuK  h  interest  ;  and  it  seems  probable  that 
the  ancestry  of  Joseph  Hiils  may  be  found  to  be  of  considerable  an- 
tiquity and  importance*  The  work  of  the  association  should  commend 
itself  to  the  attention  and  support  of  the  descendants  of  Joseph  Hills, 
of  whom  not  a  inw  remain  in  Maiden. 

The  intimation  in  the  text  that  John  Wayte  may  have  married  Mary 
Hills  in  Hnclmd  before  163^  is  now  of  no  force,  as,  if  the  eldest 
child,  sh<  would  hive  been  about  thirteen  years  of  age  at  that  lime. 
The  records  of  the  births  of  their  first  two  children,  John  and  Joseph, 
have  not  been  found ;  but  the  third  child,  Samuel,  was  bom  in  Maiden, 
October  11,  1650.  We  may  assume  that  they  were  married  about 
1644 ;  and  it  may  be  that  their  fiist  two  children  were  bom  in  England 
and  that  they  came  to  Massachusetts  Bay  some  time  previous  to  the 
admission  of  the  husband  to  the  Charlestown  church,  January  15, 
164''/^.   The  silence  of  the  records  strengthens  this  view. 
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II. 

THE  PLAN  OF  MALDEN. 

THE  plan  of  Maiden  by  Peter  Tufts,  Jr.,  of  which  a  reproduction  is 
given  in  this  volume,  was  made  in  accordance  with  a  resolve  of  the 
General  Court  in  1 794.  It  is  the  earliest  representation  of  the  town 
which  is  known  to  exist.  Three  copies  of  this  plan,  made  b)'  the  sur- 
veyor, are  preser\'ecl,  and  there  may  be  others  unknown  to  me.  That 
in  Mass.  Archives,  To-icn  Plans,  ii.  4,  is  the  original.  \  copy  in  the 
possession  of  the  late  Albert  F.  Sargent  shows  several  variations ;  while 
that  in  the  possession  of  Clarence  D.  Richardson,  from  which  the  re- 
production has  been  made,  contains  others.  In  the  first  copy  six 
buildings  are  located,  while  seventeen  are  shown  in  the  latter.  In  the 
former  the  head  line  at  Reading  is  stated  to  be  136  rods,  and  the  area 
of  Fill  Pond  is  30  a.  i  r.  20  p.  Harvell's  Brook  and  the  creek  running 
easterly  from  the  Great  Swamp  are  shown,  unnamed,  in  the  former,  but 
do  not  appear  in  the  Richardson  copy.  In  the  state  and  Sargent  coi>ies 
the  Stoneham  Road  runs  on  the  south  side  of  the  brook  in  a  direct 
westerly  line  to  the  town  limit,  which  is  incorrect.  In  the  latter  it  is. 
correctly  shown  as  running  northerly  by  the  houses  of  Phineas  Sprague 
and  Captain  Unite  Cox  into  that  part  of  Stoneham  which,  reannexed 
to  Maiden,  is  now  known  as  Melrose  Highlands.  The  state  copy  adds 
a  table  of  distances  in  miles:  —  To  Cambridge,  6;  to  Concord,  18; 
to  Boston,  5. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  plan  is  extremely  meagre  in  details.. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dwelling  houses  in  Maiden 
named  in  the  United  States  valuation  of  1798.    Such  roads  as  that 
from  the  Charlestown  Road  to  Black  Ann's  Comer ;  that  to  Winnisim- 
met  (Ferry  Street) ;  that  into  Chelsea  bounds  (Upham  Street)  ;  and 
others  are  omitted.    The  dotted  lines  along  the  Reading  Road  mark, 
the  present  course  of  Main  Street,  and  were  a  later  addition  to  the- 
plan,  as  was  also  that  line  near  the  house  of  Captain  Wymond  Brad-- 
bury,  which  indicates  a  section  that  was  annexed  to  Medford  in  181  7. 


INDEX. 


[Nanm  appearing  more  than  once  upon  a  page  are  not  repeated  in  the  index ;  and  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  distinguish  between  persun»  bearing  the  same  name.  Officers 
in  Chapter  WIV.,  wliosc  names  are  often  repeated,  and  authors  ;ind  titles  given  as  refer- 
ences are  not  noted.  Titles  of  respect  and  profession  or  office,  excepting  those  of  Rev. 
and  Dr.,  are  omitted.  A  few  exceptions  will  be  found.  The  loc;itions  of  streets  arc 
indicated  as  follows :— Maiden,  M.;  Melrose,  Mel.;  Everett,  E.] 


AOAJONA  River,  41;^. 
Abbot,  Rev.  Thomas,  6^0. 

Aborcrombie,  ,  684, 6S5 ;  lantcs.  700- 

"  Abigail,"  the,  liL 

Ab  jusett  [Saiigus]  River,  16,  1^  zj^  45, 

64.  QO,  '1^  r  i 
Acailians,  see  French  NfUtratt. 
Acadie,  1^  6S3,  701. 
'•  Active,"  the,  Soi. 

Act  of  Uniformity,  sec  Barlholomnv  Act, 
Acton,  Mass.,  646. 

Ad.tms,  Abigail.  7.S0 ;  Charles  D.,  ^42; 

Elizabeth,  146 ;  John,  621.  670  ;  Rev. 

John  G.,  642.  759 ;  Richard,  2^  2^1 

1 14.  152.  346 ;  Samuel,  2o6.  655,  728, 

720;  Walter,  4>>Q. 
Addington,  Isaac,  310,  470.  684. 
Agamenlicus  [V'ork],  33. 
Agawam.  sec  Ipnvich,  38,  ^ 
Aix-la-Chapfllc,  I'eace  of,  683. 
,\l.irin  List,  740.  74.^. 
Albany.  N.  Y ,  701,  703.  704,  713,  766. 
.■\lcock.  Dr.  John,  ic)>.  2O0.  243. 
.Mden,  Dr.  Mbeiiezcr, 
"  Alexander,"  the,  804. 
Allen,  Rev.  James,  268.  260.  271  ;  John, 

76.  230,  2£ii  ;  Rev.  Thomas.  75-77.  i<)4. 
Allolmcniii.  fir.-.t  division,  52i  hay-lots, 

63;  great  allotmctit,  65-7 2 ;  reserved 

land,  65,  7 s-7^ :  of  commons  in  1695, 

^64-^78. 

Almshouse,  1I1  IfiS.  399,  407-4'0.  821  ; 

farm  purchased,  400. 
Alpine  Street.  M..  378. 
Amesbury,  Ma.t.s.,  326. 
.Amherst,  Mass,  476. 
Ancient  and   Honorable  Artillcr)'  Co  . 

2aS.  289. 
Anderson,  Archibald,  38  S- 


Andover,  Mass.,  35.  22i  Ji^  Uli  334. 

iiiiZJS- 
"  Andrea  Doria,"  the,  789. 

.Andrew,  Samuel,  277. 

Andrews,  John,  6oj  Rev.  John,  285. 

Andros,  Edmund,  52,  185,  208,  255,  256, 

266,  2S0.  303.  jij.  iii,  aili  i20^21& 
Angier,  Samuel,  and  others  kill  an  In> 

dian  at  Spot  Pond, 
"  Annabella,"  the.  789,  790. 
Atmapolis  liasin,  6qo. 
"  Anne,"  the.  288^  £82: 
Antigua,  jo^j  736. 

Applcton,  Rev.  Nathaniel,  568,  651,  654 

Samuel,  ^(8,  320,  327. 
-Appleton  Street,  .M  ,  22:  '02.  268.  435, 

595 

.Apprenticeship,  fi6S  ;  indentures  of.  402. 
40.3-  423- 

.Archives,  Massachusetts,  disarrange- 
ment of,  4^  SSi 

.Arlington.  Mass.,  6j.  74s- 

Arminianism.  599,  638,  641 .  6^6. 

Armita^e.  Joseph,  152. 

Arnold,  Hcnedict,  7s8 ;  William,  314- 

Arnold,  Englaml,  1  yS. 

.Artillery  t-"o.  of  Middlesex,  afifi. 

Ashland  Street.  M..  76,  232,  437- 

Assessors,  j4j^  3£t^  49S- 

Atherton,  llumphrev.  139,  144. 

.Atkinson,  Helen  [F^lcanor],  166,  182; 
Hugh.  1S2  :  John,  SoCi. 

Atwater,  Joshua,  2^;  Mary,  252. 

Atwood,  Philip,  102,  260^  304.  305.  354. 
376.  37S,  397.  480,  490;  Rachel,  146. 

Auction,  see  Vendue. 

Austin,  .  649. 

Avery,   Dorothy,  285 :   Dr.  Jonathan, 

2S1  ;  Sybil,  26^.  2S 1-281;.  609. 
Ayers,  John,  7S6;  William,  3S8. 
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Back  Street,  M.,  Mel.,  qq. 

liahlcr,  Kcv.  Louis  503. 

Bailey    [BaylcyJ,    David,  S06;  Enoch, 

7i6;  Kcv.  J;imes,  5^  552J  John,  S06; 

'i"imothy  ;  4CX?.  410. 
Bailey's  Hill,  90,  22,  101,  203,  672. 
Bailey  House,  400. 

Baker,  John,  76^  William,  60,      68,  Sr, 

4S6.  487. 
Balch,  John, 

Baldwin,  Elizabeth,  ^79 ;  Joseph,  381. 

607,  806 ;  juduthan,    71s;  1-oammi, 

756;  Samuel,  572,  594,  6C>3,  719.  741. 

807 :  Sarah,  663. 
Baldwin's  Dye  House.  2^ 
Balsam  of  Fennel,  244.  245. 
Bancroft,  Thomas,  501. 
Banks,  Zacchcus,  408.  497,  663,  807. 
Baptist  Church,  First,  gS.  10^.424;  land 

of.  675- 

Baptist  Row.  M.,      206,  672. 

Baptists,  lSS*  211.  536.  5S9. 

Barbadoes.  42.-  3-7- 

Barber.  Pet-.r,  807. 

Barker,  Mary,       ;  William, 

Itarlow,    Kdmund,    84 ;  Ldward,  489; 

Mary,  84, ;  Thomas,  364. 
Barnard,  kev.  John,  464  ;  Samuel,  ^>2i- 
Barnes,  Elienezer,  807 :  Samuel,    807  ; 

Thomas,      201;  William,  70»- 
Barnes-Pratt  House,  illustration,  qi^ 
Barnes's  Lane,  M.,  21: 
Banistahle.  Mass.,  los.  1  S9.  7o8.  715. 
Barnstaple,  England,  131. 
Barrc.  Mass..  422. 

Barrett,  Abigail.  497,  682;  Artcmas,  87. 

27S,  462,  4f)S.  ;o^,  not:,  ^oS,  <;ot). 

Ebcnczer.  4Q7  SVl.  .S78,  .s8o,  660.  663, 
719,    748 ;    Hannah.    70,    146.  4S9; 
James,    iii,  121.  1 22.  210.  213.  323. 
330,    430.  i44.  ^   il^  4^  489. 
S0-4-S06.  ili  527.  ILL  SHi  542.  57£i , 
661,  807  ;  l«i>i  house,  6^  £2,  2i  'oo.  j 
loj,  42S,  4S6.  487.  jo8,  521  ;  Jol'".  Hi 
3Z.1.  512:  7SOi  Jonathan,  2t  I.  177,  442.  ; 
406.  HOP.  i;04-S0<^.  S'o.  539.  VU.  i;48.6o6;  | 
Joseph.  400^  522,  24ii  ZLii  2^  S07  ;  : 
Martha.  <i6o ;  Mary,  20J  l'hcl)e.  660; 
Stephen.  364  ;  William,  383,  674. 

B.irrLti's  Lane,  M.,  86^  167 ;  Mel.,  444 

Barrett  St  net,  M.,  167. 

B.irrington.  (  leorge,  807. 

Barron,  Ellis.  323. 

Bamice,  Thomas.  6oi. 

Barstuw.  Mi  had.  60,  68.  7 1 .  S:l 


Bartholomew  Act,  see  Act  of  Uniformity^ 
654, 

Bartlett,  Dr.  Josiah,  632: 

Batchelor  [HatcheldcrJ,  John,  323,  663; 

William, 
Batherick,  Mother,  746. 
Battery,  Charlestown,  see  Charlestowm 

Buttery. 
Batts,  John,  701. 

Baxter,  ,  184. 

Bayonet  Koll.  719,  720. 

Beacham,  John,  432,  ^         580.  5821 

Beacham's  Point,  3^.  56^  432,  580,  698. 

Z42.  Z50.  ZiL       ZiZi  lilZi 
Bc.ncham  .Street.  E.,  430. 

lieacon  on  Wayte's  Mount,  776.  777. 

Bear  Hill,  5^ 

Bears,  £5, 

Bears'  Den.  25.  414. 

Beauchamp,  ,  ^80. 

I'cau  Sejour,  690,  703. 
Bedford,  .Mass  ,  316. 
Beecher,  Thoma.s,  tz^  65. 
Beef  for  the  army.  779,  782. 
Beers,  Richard.  34. 

Belcher,  Jonathan,  SSQ.  SU.  M2, 

Mi  546,  548-55'.  SiL  iSi  ^S^j  quar- 
rel with,  683,  686;  Rev.  Samuel,  2iiL 

Bell.  206.  354.  5' 5.  522 ;  to  be  rung  on 
an  alarm,  337;  gift  of  Lord  T.  Dex- 
ter, 585. 

Bcllingham  Richard,  M.  21j  2i  ^  120. 

L2L  liL  »7J-'74.  178-180;  married 

himself,  1S2. 
Bellmen,  see  Sfxtont. 
Bell  Rock,  21;  02-  »02.  '  37.  1 51.  202,  203. 

2Q6.  2LL  £io,         i^LL  422i  ^ 

5of>,  512.  514,  67  s. 
I?ell  kotk  Cemetery,  see  Burying  Ground 

lit  Siiiidy  Bank. 
Belmont  Ilill,  527. 
Iknhcld,  .Andrew,  808. 
Hennctt,  Andrew,  807. 
Berkshire,  County  of.  671. 
Bermuda,  236,  238,  243. 
Bernard,  Francis,  (v*).  722  ;  John,  727. 
Bcrnardston,  Mass.,  322. 
Berry,  F.lizalieth,  405;  Samuel,  80S ;  Dr. 

Thomas,  245. 
Berwick.  Me..  464 
Berwick-upon-Tweed,  654. 
"  Betsey."  the,  TfiLi  Z£Bi 
Beverly.  Mass.,  188,  257,  759.  786.  787- 
}!i')l>le.  .Ann.  146. 
Bilbao,  Spain,  250 
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Bill,  Renjamin,  80S ;  James,  272,  zt\  \ 
Jonalhan,  272.  273 ;  Jusihua,  272.  273; 
Sarah,  27^^- 

Itillerica,  Ma&s.,  4^0. 

Hillericay,  co.  lissex,  Eng.,  833. 

Hillings,  Jitscph,  704,  716. 

liills  of  Credit,  see  I'tip<r  Curretuy. 

Bishop.  John,  6i2  :  Samuel,  itoS^ 

Black  Ann,  sec  Welcome,  Ann. 

Black  Ann's  Corner,  ig.  71,  80,  90,  92, 
ai.io8,irj,i23.j24,  326,  357.  366. 
2Z2i  385.  i2L  42^L  i42»  iUZ.  iSi  iSi 
597.  Llli  25ii  ^34 ;  origin  of  I  he 
name,  401. 

Blackliird^,  Crows,  &c.,  363. 

Black  I'oint,  Me.,  255. 

Black  Rock,  20,  44s- 

Klack,  Simon,  675. 

Blacksmiihs'  Shops,  Hutchinson's.  240: 
Wilson's,  16S.  2i£.  41  ^ ;  Winslad's, 
352- 

Blackstone,  William,  ig. 

Black  Will,  see  WeUomt,  William. 

Bhike,  l£dwatd,  712. 

Blakeman,  Rev.  Adam,  251  ;  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin, 201^  202^  2^  251-257,  263.  344; 
autograph,  252^  Mary,  252^  Rebecca. 
2£j.  256. 
Blakeman's  Falls,  Me-,  255. 

Blaiichard.  .  1 1  ^.  4S7. 4&8 :  Abraham. 

:  Anne,  146 ;  Klienezt-r,  701.  720 ; 
George,  57,  4S7-4S9 ;  Joshua,  202. 
214.        562,  Mary.  6qq  ;  Nath- 

aniel. 58,  4S7,  4S8:  Samuel.  58,  324, 
4^>2.  ^S?.  ^  504,         ^  6oo^  601. 
623;  Thomas  58,  487. 
Blanchar<l's"  Point,  see   Wilson's  Point, 
S7.  314.  5^0.  623.  634. 

Blaney,  j_iiQi  Aaron,  758;  Abigail. 

497.  Anibrose,  521  ;  Benjamin 

[Senior],  360.  ^  492,  493,  ^42, 
54S.   550.   553.   5S5.  56;,  677.  7i3. 
7 '9:  his  violent  death,  718;  Iknjamin 
[Junior],  5^.  360,  658,  662.  ^Jlx  720, 


220.  734.  737.  740-742.  744.  748-7  S3. 


Zii  724.  ZZii        785,  801. 


SgS :    Elizabeth,  658^   Hannah,  65S; 
Nehemiah.  497.  663,  719. 
Blaney  House,  360;  illustrations,  ^2Qi 
36r. 

lilaney's  Wharf,  445,  446. 

HIatchford,  John.  SoS. 

lilinman.  Ricinrd.  t  50. 

Bloody  Brook,  Massacre  at,  257.  225, 

327- 
Blott,  Robert, 


Blue  Hills.  30,36, 
Boadicea,  3. 

Boardman,   ,   113 ;    William,  afia 

3G8. 

Boardman  House,  368;  illustration,  379. 

Hodge,  Hannah,  399. 

Bond,  .  651  ;  William,  7^  767. 

Book  of  I'ossessions,  see  Charlestoion. 

Booth,  Alice,  333.  333^  Elizabeth,  333, 
lis  ;  tit^orgc,  333,  335. 

Borough  English,  cuMuni  of,  it. 

Boston,  22!j2i4i:iZi±ii2:  11157.63, 
^Zli  Z^Zi^^itLSi.  loo^  12^. 
'3'-'35.  ySi  LiOi  '52-'54.  183.  i^7- 
'89,  ::tq,  221^  2^  233,  236,  20i^  263, 
263,  2US-.:7I.  273.  274.  270.  279-281. 
2861  300,  303,  308,  322,  3UJ,  317.  321. 
322, 324, 128-310. 341, 3iL  ,  304- 

366,  3^  371,  U2iililAi  3ZL  400^ 
403.  io6^        412^  415^,  422,  424-426. 

432,  Mi  4Mi  i5£.  iZii  42i  424i  426. 
498.  50'.  506.  535.  il2i  562,  521.  5S0. 
590,  597,  607,  618.  620.  621.  641-643, 
646.  651.  632.  654J  633.  658,  070-072. 
677.  681.  683.  6S9,  f>2ij  622j  698, 
ZOIi  ZlOi  7M,  Z2£i  725-735.  74t. 
24^  Ziii  Z42i  Z48.  750.  Zil  Ziii  TiT. 
760-702,  263,  266j  26Q.  zilx  Z21  775- 
Z22i  785-788,  790-792.  2fLL  725.  797- 
800,  S03,  803,  822,  82^^  832J  834. 

Boston  Athenaeum,  658. 

Bostf>n  Common,  305- 

boston  Harbor,  31,  46.  732.  763.  766, 
803- 

Bofston  l.atin  School,  189,  6i;s.  742. 

Boston  .Massacre,  222 1  Thacher's  ora- 
tion on,  760 

Boston  I'an  Handle.  51. 

Boston  I'ort  Hill,  735,  21I :  relief  for 
suffers,  741,  742. 

Hoston  Road,  Ea.st,  442.  45S.460;  West, 
615: 

Boston  Rock,  tjS,  ico,  101,  443. 

"  Boston,"  the,  792,  793. 

Bottom,  Thomas,  809. 

Bottume,  Thomas,  809. 

Bounties  for  recruits,  767,  771, 772,  775, 

776,778.  781,782. 
Bourne,  Sylvanus,  708,  715 ;  William, 

690 

Bowdoin,  James,  781. 
Bowers  Avenue.  M..  383. 
Bow  Street,  E.  62^  290.  755. 
Boxfnrd,  Mass..  334. 
Boyd.  John,  8o9. 
Boyes.  Matthew,  198. 
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Brackeiibury,  Alice,  261 ;  Anne,  ago. 
201  ;  Mary,  2C1  ;  Dr.  Samuel,  201. 
ihl ;  autograph,  iiil  ;  William,  Oo,  6^ 
66,  102, 1 10.  1 14-1 17,  201.  204-206.  239, 
250,  26ij  222i  iEii 303'  autograph, 
to:?. 

Kradbury,  Wymond,  58,  7;to,  8.14. 
Bradford,  .Maiis.,  378,  397. 
Bradford  Street,  E.,  22: 
Brad:>haw,  Fit;ld  &,  400 
Brad>>irect,  John,  700:  Mercy,  ji^ ;  Si- 
mon, IJ2.  Lii,  1^  jrj,  314. 
Br  iintree,  Mass.,  ^  58^  285,  312^  ^35. 

619.  704.  7»S- 
Brand  Mark,  ill. 

Brattle,  Thomas,  Tg,  3^6,  430,  431, 
449 ;  William,  7]^;  Kcv.  William, 
294- 

Bray,  Widow,  489^ 

Breeden,  ,  113,  242!  Daniel,  744. 

809;  Elizabeth,  102 ;  EInathan,  744. 

809;    John,  70t,  702 ;  Joseph,  702; 

Samuel,  701.  702.  809. 
Brewer,  Mrs.  Thomas,  773. 
Brewster,  Little,  766. 
Brickmaking,  12±  4.73'  446. 
Bride's  l$rook,  1 1 3 

Bridge.  Daniel  Waters,  2^ :  Ebcnezer, 
801  ;  Nathaniel.  2^8;  William,  85. 

Bridges,  iz_ ;  Dcxter's,  near,  £52  I  Edge- 
worth,  illustration,  296;  Ell  Pond,  on 
road  to,  qSj  Harvell's  Brook,  540; 
Hill's,  or  Mill,  log,  LLZi  4S6.  457.  6<>7. 
67  s ;  I-ewis's.  102^  103.  322!  iUi 
4iS.  il^ii  455-457.  459.  S^S- 
506,  508,  ^  i26j  530,  560,  623,  643. 
649.  67;,  7  54.  7''6 ;  Maiden,  85,  323. 
432,  4S7,  835;  Medford,  or  Mystic, 
447-4 s 5 ;  North  River,  58^  Pines 
River,  near  Black  Ann's  Corner.  22, 
93.  4 S3,  4i;s ;  'I" oil  Bridge,  first  in  Nev; 
England,  448. 

BridKcvvattr.  M.irs.,  238,  712. 

Brigdcn,  Michael.  700,  70».  707.  708.  711. 
714.  716;  Thomas,  6!L. 

Brigh.im,  A.aron,  809;  Nathan,  708,  7»4. 

Bright,  Edward,  2. 

Hritnfield.  Mass.,  620. 

Brinsmead.  John.  (^L 

Brintnall,  Benjamin,  439,  S4.3.  648,  779 ; 
Esther.  QO;  John,  21 1.  360,  491-493, 
610:  Mary,  610:  Rebecca,  649;  Wil- 
liam, 809. 

British  Museum,  316. 

British  Officer  and  C.  Forlies,  814. 

Broad  Cove,  Me.,  386,  3SS. 


Broadway,  M.,  E.,  go,  63. 78. 290,  527, 63a 

Broadway,  Revere,  273. 

Brock,  Rev.  John,  150. 

Bromfield,  Edward,  274. 

Brookticld  [Quabauge],  312,  701,  702. 

Brookline,  Mass  ,  734,  753. 

Brooks,  Caleb.  6SS,  769;  Ebenczer,  634 ; 
Rev.  Edward.  746;  Eleazer,  769,  774  : 
Francis,  33J  Isaac,  3 1 3 ;  Samuel,  454. 

Brown,   ,  651  ;  Benjamin,  744.  777.  ' 

800;  Ebenezer,  563;  Francis,  426 ; 
Henry  Young.  708 ;  John.  213.  369, 
370>  703.  777;  Jonathan,  777 ;  Mary. 
420 ;  Pelcr,  744,  809 ;  Rev.  Richard, 

275- 

Browne,  James. 60,  62 ;  Joscph.jij,  jjj; 
Richard,  139,  144  ;  William,  677. 

Brunswick,  Me.,  6S5. 

Bryant  House,  illustrations,  S6i,  761. 

Bryant,  Joseph,  421. 

Buck.  Dr.  F.phraim,  404. 6^9- 

Bucknani,   ,  414.  428 ;  Aaron,  iW. 

663, 698,  810;  Benjamin,  425.  427, 497. 
S77>  578.  595.663.  719,810.820;  David, 
744.  810;  Eljcnezer,  777 ;  Edward, 
663;  Hannah,  369,  621 ;  Jacob,  (81  ; 
James,  663,  719,  8lo ;  John,  81,  324, 
■192-395.  HI.  49L  590,  593.  603. 
737  ;  Joseph,  ika  ;  Joses.      212,  214. 

255,  152.  324,  3422  361.  366.  376.  394, 
^  493.  495-497,  504-506,  508,  S'3. 
S'6.  5-7.  52S,  532,  53i  542,  564.  621. 
663,  680,  688.  810:  Judith,  y]b,  394 ; 
Mary,  810;  Moses,  497.  663;  Nathan, 
81Q;  Rev.  Nathan,  493,  621.  622 ; 
Phebc,  497,  663  ;  Rebecca,  fiJie ;  Sam- 
uel, llfi.  3461  324,  325,  4i2i  462- 
504,  508,  Sil^  529.  540.  54'.  546. 
S4S,  S50.  577,  607.  6i6 ;  Sarah,  1 19,  - 
393;  William,  -n,  J04.  np,  :6o, 

T  '3^^.  3^-  39£:       J^4S4,  fiJo. 

Bucknam  Farm,  2I1 

Bucknam  House.  77. 

Bucknam's  I^mc,  E.,  100. 

Bucknam  Street.  E.,  65,  22:  99. 419- 

Bulkley,  Rev,  Edward,  477.  64s;  Peter, 
184.  308 ;  Rev.  Peter.  477. 64 1;. 

Bull  l  ot*.  490. 

Bullock.  Htiiry,  66» 

Bunker,  Rev.  Benjamin.  199,  202.  338- 
24J.  246.  254.  399 ;  autograph,  238 ; 
ordained.  238;  his  death,  241;  Wig. 
glcsworth's  elegy  on,  241-242  ;  hi* 
library.  241  ;  George,  61,  67,  74.  75. 
2-?8,  433-435.  679;  Hannah.  rjS^ 
John,  121.  202,  23S,  240,  367,  376.  434. 


INDEX. 


839 


679;  Jonathan,  202  ;  Judith,  2.18 ; 

Mary,  JOi.  20;.  ;     ;  I'hilip,  704. 
Bunker  Hill.  -47.7S7- 
iJunker  Hill,  Battle  of,  357,  743.  752- 

754.  756,  7-'^ 5.         8n.  812.  Sjq,  810; 

Thacher's  Matement,  752 ;  wounded 

hrought  to  Maiden,  678- 
Bunker's  Farm,  1^  434. 
Jturbank,  Edward,  701 , 
Bnrchsted.  Dr.  Henry,  dio. 
Burdoi,  sec  Bnrtiitt. 

iiurditt  [Burden],  Iknjamin,  400 ; 
George.  ^  zjl  \  Jabez,  420.  42t.  ^\%, 
66j,  2211  Jacob,  420,  421,  534^  Jem- 
ima, 405,  704 :  John.  542,  54^ 

550.  iSi  Siii  Z24i  ZiOi 

•     Joseph,         420,  546.  66], 

704.  810 ;    Mary,  421.  6()3 ;  Nathan, 

432.  810;  Robert,  62.         30 1,  744. 

810 ;  Samuel,  628.  704.  810 ;  Sarah, 

409;  Thomas,  215^  3^20.  346-347, 

376.  4^  420,  121-  IIL  4fM.  S£L  521' 

606,  634.  6(>6,  720,  772. 
Burditt's  [Burden's]  Hill.  70. 
Burgoyne,  Army  of,  at  Cambridge,  775  ; 

John, 22L 
Burke,  William,  7861  788. 
Burnet,  William,  51^685. 
Burragc.  John,  OfL 
Burriil,  Kunice.Soj;  John,  685. 
Hursley,  John.  l^. 
Bur^tead  Magna,  England,833. 
Burton,  Edward,  60.  67. 
Burying  Ground  at  Sandy  Bank,  62^  I02, 

109.  1 1 1,  I  gS,  166.  2ot.  206,  24>,  291, 

?2ii  -94.  HL  3ii:  iliZ*  4©^^  41o^  4iL 

i6o,  422i  59^-        648.  658. 
Burying  (imund  Lane,  see  Poor  Ifoust 

.  22.  201,  32Z>  322: 
Bush,  John,  586. 
"  Byrhtnoth's  Death,"  4. 

('  ABOT.  John,  ij^  Sebastian,  13. 
Cadariqui,  700. 

Cades,  Abigail,  ijj^ ;  John,  4H.  720. 
Ciiro.  N.  Y..  563. 

<'all,  ,  475  ;     Joanna,    146 ;  John, 

324  ;  Lydia,  ^  Thomas,  67,  70, 

S-.  SS.  107.  1 14.  n6.  i4r,  160.  201,  287, 

301.  iLL  433-435-  iiZi  43^ 
Callcndcr.  Rev.  Ellis,  liiS. 
Calley,  Mary.  43S,  41^9;  Robert,  ztf),  376, 

3Hq.  4^8,  4  so. 
Calley-Drown  I  louse,  459. 
iTall  House.  62. 


I  Call's  Island,  490. 

Camalodunum  [Camelot],  2,  3,  L2, 

Cambridge,  England,  i8«S. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  22,  j6,  69^  1 18.  123, 
\AL.  '53.  '54.  '72i  '77.  187,  189, 
194,  197,  -02,  250,  252,  264-206, 
281^  2S0,  £2i,  3^  J^ii 
321,  40-,  iu,  lit.  iiiii  435.  ^  462. 
521,  522,  562,  56S,  6o2i  620j  622i  654, 
658,  669.  671.  677.  678.  690.  700.  703. 
7-6.  734,  740,  2^  1^  248.  750. 
Zil.158.  Z6<2,  ZZi.         iilii  8£5.  834. 

Camtrlot,  see  Camitlodunum. 

Cam|)l>ell,  Archibald,  789,  790;  Duncan, 
5S8 ;  Thomas,  360. 

Canada,  685,  687.  69S-700,  767  ;  expedi- 
tion against,  5Ci<),  70 1,  708,  711,  712. 
7'4.  716.  717.  766.  767.  803. 

Cannon  removed  to  Maiden,  753. 

Canseau,  686. 

Cape  Ann,  18,  654,  788. 

Cape  Breton,  430.  683,  686-688.  690;  ex- 
pedition again.st,  s^;. 

Cape  Cod,  1  yS. 

Captain's  Hill  [Wayte's  Mount],  167, 
376. 

Cardt-n,  Timothy,  783,  im. 

Carrington,  Edward,  6ij  62.  27j  t02.  103, 
107.  lOQ-ii  t,  I  -so.  141,  ijj,  ijS,  1^ 
'5'.  '60-163.  287,  387.  417.  428.  430, 
4S7.  488  ;  Elizabeth,  r46. 

Carrington  Farm,  ^4 1^. 

("arrington-Painc  House,  103 ;  illustra- 
tion, IQI. 

Carter,  Robert,  324 ;  Samuel, 66 ;  Thomas, 

Carter  Farm,  Chelsea,  21  g. 
Cary,  Simeon,  712;  Rev.  Thomas,  285. 
C."asco  Bav,  256.  3S6,  388,  3S9,  39a 
Castine,  Me.,  7(M. 

Castle  [Boston  Harbor],  109,  110,  1  ra. 
"  Castle."  the,  Li. 

Ca.swell,  Eliakim,  fiifl  ;  Elijah,  7^0,  810  ; 

Joseph,  j62^ ^  53^  546,  58J,  585,  sgo. 

663 ;  Joshua,  8iq. 
Caterpillars  and  Canker  Worms,  114, 

233. 635.  636. 
Cattle,  S8,  83.  35' -3 53.  383.  66;  ;  disease 

anionj;.  635.  6^6. 
Cattle-ways  [Drift-ways],  62^  6j,  go^  36. 
Cazneau,  Andrew,  772. 
Cedar  Hill,  4i;6. 
Codar  Street,  M.,  378. 
(  enter,  John,  21  S. 
Central  Avenue.  E., 
Central  Square,  M.,  3S3. 
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Centre  Street,  M.,  H: 

Chadwiclc,  Daniel,  74-t.  77 S.  ;  Janies, 
3'9.  i£4:  340.  3(£,  6oii  Joan, 
14O:  John,  2na^  ;  Joseph.  SlO,  709, 
710 

Chaises  anil  Cliaiis,  666.  667- 
Chamberlain,   Kilinund.  ;^i8,  3;o,  324, 

606.  OS4.  6S5 ;  John,  2i>6,  i><)-  i££.  ^V^l. 

3yS  ;  Margaret,  WI4,  0^5  ;  Mcllcn,  374. 

276;  Uriah.  4S4.  <j7.S. 
Champney,  Richard,  197. 
Chapeaurouge,  lUy  of,  687. 
Charity,  The  Irish,  3^  329. 
C  haile-s  River,  lA  iJ\  jo,  ^  32*  5^,  785. 
Charlcstovvn.  Mass.,  20, 30, 3^  35,  32.  38, 
^  ii        52:  65.  <>I2:  80-82.  84,  85. 

9-.  iLii  io^i  105-  'o:-' 

»i7.  ti8,  Lii  Lll.'  L42:  'SO. 

1 5^,  I  S4,  i 66- 1 68,  172.  176,  i8i,  188, 
'89,  194,  20t,  202.  206.  210,  214.  2 1 6. 
238,  239,  24s,  252,  260,  261.  264.  2C6, 
272.  288,  290.  300.  317,  327,  3-8.  33'. 
iii  liL  363.  3Z0.  372-374.  377- 
381.  386-189.  39S-397.  42^1  A^,  ILL 
421.  4^8,  430,433,  iii,  432,  440,  442: 
449.  4SO-4j-,  4S4.  459,  477.  486-500, 

■;»';.  s'9.  s-Q.  S3i  iiSi  s^Si 

601.  602,  604,  C06.  609,  61 1.  613,  621. 
634.  635,  665,  662x  66*^,  62Z1  688,  632, 
200,  20i,  210-  242i  74S.  750,  75»-7  54- 
264,266,228x285.221:802.833;  Hook 
of  I'osscs^ions,  6Qj  Iti ;  l>ounds,  55,  69, 
28-80 ;  Mystic  Side  annexed  to  Maiden, 
494-498  ;  northern  limit,  22; 

Charlestown  Rattery,  109,  60s. 

Charlestown  Common,  747- 

Charlestown  End  [Stoneham],  632. 

Charlestown  Ferry,  268,  670. 

Charlestown  Neck,  746.  81 1. 

Charlestown  Neighbors.  113.  160.  210. 
212-215.  379.  483.  486,  494-496.  500. 
Hio.  621 ;  annexed  to  Maiden.  494-49S  ; 
encroach  on  commons,  364.  36s. 

Charlestown  Wood  Lots,  498,  499,  634. 

"Charming  Sally,"  the,  79S. 

Charter  Officers  to  resume,  341  ;  Mai- 
den's call  compared  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  1776,  342, 

Chase.  William,  132. 

Chcak.  James,  324. 

Chccklcy,  Mary.  2>6 ;  Samuel,  256. 

Cheeseborough.  William,  28. 

Cheese  Rock,  55. 

Checver,   ,  53J  Rev.  Edward,  566; 

Ellen.  iSS,  257;  Ezekiel,  1^.  1^58,224, 
257.  268,  262,  221,  £21 ;  Joseph,  273, 


8ti  :  Joshua,    277 :  Margaret,  188; 
Mary.  188;  Nathan.  273 ;  Sarali,  228  ; 
Thomas,  201,  204i  706,  707.  709,  710. 
212,  214.  716,  7 '7- 
Cheever's  Hill,  27 j. 

Cheever,  Rev.  Thomas,  199,  257-260, 
267,  280,  2^1.  402i  410,  52Si  642.  Si  I : 


called  to  Maiden,  252  ;  his  land  here, 
260;  charges  against  him,  267-272 ; 
removes  to  Rumney  Marsh.  222 ;  his 
life  there,  27  3-277 ;  his  house  and 
land  there,  272-273;  his  death,  277 ! 
his  writings,  277  ;  autograph,  277. 
Chelmsford,  Mass.,  4^  46,  264.  4-7.  706. 
801  ■ 

Chelsea,  Mass.,  23,  24,  30,  50.  53.  54.  62^ 
92.  272,  276.  2jj_,  401,  4U),  ^ro,  ^Lis, 

4.39  444i  446.  ill.  455-  iiiL  502.  581. 
626.  642,  64S.  6i;2.  6s7,  66o.  666.  701. 

74  5-747.  749-7  S',  7  53.  755.  779.  8LL 

813.  834. 
Chelsea,  battle  of,  751. 
Chelsea  Creek  (Island  End  River],  37.. 
Chelsea  Street,  K.,  23. 62,  82,  84,  85, 360, 

387.  49».  754.  785.801. 
Chenery,  John.  704,  7 20. 
Cherry  Street,  M.,  373. 
Chester,  Vt,So8. 
Chickcring,  Anne.  261. 
Child,  Ephraim.  163,  449. 
Children  and  Youth,  344. 
Children,  mortality  amongst,  114,  635- 

640. 

Chittenden,   ,  70 ;  Isaac,  406,  724 ; 

Samuel,  406. 
Chittenden  Farm,  70,  406. 
Christian  Indians,  sec  Indians,  Pray- 

Christy,  John,  81? 
Church,  Garret,  34  ;  Richard,  337. 
Church  and  State,  126-131,  156-158. 
Churches,  sec  Mixtden  Church  and  South 
Church. 

City  Hall,  go,  UTi  348,  3S2,  £56,  459. 
6' 5.672. 

Clap  [Clapp],  Rev.  Nathaniel,  46s.  466; 

Timothy,  446. 
Clapp's  Wharf.  446. 

Clark.  Dr.  Charles  E..  587J  David 
Oakcs,  238,  222;        William.  643. 

Clarke,  Nathaniel,  612 ;  Rose.  833 ; 
Samuel.  704.  715. 

Claverack,  N.  Y.,  228^ 

Clay  Pits.  337,  412^4321  4J0,  446^  459 

Cleaveland  (Cleveland],  Aaron.  51  5,  519- 
521,  526,  568,  571  ;  Rev.  Aaron,  419. 
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5^  567-571.  SZ4i  52ZJ  autograph, 
568;  Rev.  (.'harles,  571;  George,  S7o; 
(Jrovcr,  S7I ;  Henry  R,  571  ;  Lucy, 
570;  Margaret.  sio\  Kicliard  J.,  57'  : 
Stephen,  57 1  ;  Susanna,  56S,  ^71  ; 
name  changetl  to  Cleveland,  570. 

t'leerkc  [Clarkir],  Rose,  S33. 

(.  lements,  Robiirt,  22: 

Clepston,  Llizabctb,  711. 

Clerks,  market,  353;    town,  1 14.  34S- 

350;  Hi. 
Clcwly,  I>>aac,  704. 
Clifton  Street,  M.,  20j  ili  1 67. 
*'  Close,  Joey  Oliver's,"  360. 
Clothing  for  the  army,  75S,  779. 
Clough,  Rt'sc.  .111. 
Coats  for  the  army,  75S. 
Cobb,  Sabra,  650 ;  Rev.  Sylvanus,  ;oi. 

484,568,262, 
Coburn,  Danit.!  J.,  627  :  lilhan  X.,  ^65  ; 

Patrick,  7  j.>,  720. 
Cochrane  Chemical  Co.,  \(yo. 
Codman,  John,  7(>r) ;  kicliard,  799. 
Coggan.  ,  6^  ;  John,  4^44,8^82, 

167  ;  Martha,  87,  8«j. 
C(»hassct  566. 

Colbui.i  [C>)lbran],  William,  •]%. 

Cold,  extreme,  jqo,  59S. 

Cole,  Isaac,  Oj,  2^ ;  John,  32f,  322,  324  ; 

Rice,  60,  6;  ;  Samuel,  4^,  44. 
Coles,  .Vb.'aham,  \       Sarah,  336. 
Collier,  George,  73^,  2<M: 
Collins,    tdward,    ^   120,    313,     440  ; 

Moses,  407.  C<'3. 
Coiman,  Rev.  r<eiijamin,  506 ;  John,  5/0, 
^    6^  6^  ^6,  224,  720;  Jo-iei)h,  62, 
Colson,     A<lam,    333 ;  Eliiabeth,    336 ; 

Columbia  Street,  M  ,  ^uS. 

Commissioners  of  Assessments,  ■^y^ 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspec- 
tion, and  Safety.  ^  2i2«  736,  737.  IlL 
243.  260,  ILL  Z82i 

Common  Drivers.  352. 

Commons  and  Commonage,  6g,  71.  75. 
-61  So.  84,  88,  QO,  2it  2ii  lo=i  '08-1 ". 
1^20Llii£i4.2S8^3oo,^36o, 
3<'4-3^J.  321.  32l2i  iH-  415,  460,  486- 
40 1.  530.  622 ;  encroachments  of 
Ch.ukst'.wn,  364,  J65  ;  lines  run.  36(^ 
3f>S  ;  divi^il.n,  3'M-37S  ;  Charlestown's 
cl.iims.  3:.^-3So;  Charlcstowirs  c(»m- 
nions  on  Mystic  Side  divided,  4^8, 
4S2. 

Conant,  Roger,  lS. 
Concordance,  first  English,  2.S1 


Concord,  M.iss.,  36, 113,  308,  \\\,  316,  478. 
47';.  6»8.  64  s.  <'46,  6|').  671.  736,  737, 

Ziii  L46i  Zi^  ilLL- 
Concord,  N.  II.,  sec  PetnuuMk,  30,  3S, 

301, 

Concry,  Daniel,  704. 
Confessions  of  Faith,  2>3,  S7">.  C4,  S99- 
Congress,  Continental,  72  V  733. 
Congress,  Provincial,  first,  741. 
Connecticut.  3S,  2j6,  244,  j^^j  i2§:  571» 

268,78s,  789,704. 
Connecticut  River,  30,  33,  32.  £5,  256^ 

■J*.!    7'.'.    '*'.r    ->>-.  •.••0 

Connecticut  Valley,  63S.  (14 1 . 

Connon,  James,  41  \. 

Constables,  332:346-348,  ^52;  first,  114. 

346;  refusals  to  serve,  34(">,  347,  396 ; 

their  duties,  3^2.  348. 
Continental  Line,  756,  770. 
Constitution,  State,  672.    773.  774,  yHo, 

7S1. 

(Converse,  Edward,  60,  64,  66.  So,  qo,  447, 
449 ;  Elisha  S.,  5.S0;  Josi.is,  ic>a; 
.Mary  D.,  5.S0. 

Converse  .\venue,  M.,  459. 

Converse  Memorial  IJuilding,  674,  762. 

Conway,  Mass.,  6;o.  6>t. 

Cook,  Hannah,  6S2 ;  Israel,  354,  405, 
6S2,  747- 

Cooke,  Elisha,  2-4,  505,  508  ;  Frances, 
146  ;  George,  1-2  ;  Richard,  q6,  406. 
489  ;  Robert,  26,  22; 

Cooke's  .Mills,  34. 

Cooper,  James  Fenimore,  7S8. 7S9  ;  Rev. 

Samuel,  654,  7:^2;  William,  250. 
Copper,  Christian,  (j^ 
Corbett  Farm.  406 
Corbeft,  Lcavitt,  70.  406. 
Corey,  .\rthur  D.,  622^  Solomon,  77, 

754- 

Corey  Street.  E.,  65,  2I: 

Cornwallis,  Edward,  570. 

Corsairs,  2 go. 

Cottage  Street,  Mel,  44^ 

Cotton.  Rev  John.  154,  342. 

Council  for  Xcw  Etigland,  established, 

L4 ;  its  grants.  ts-i8. 
Councils,  Ecclesiastic.ll,  at  Maiden. 

15i  26S-222,  423i  53'.         called  but 

not  held,  ^64. 
Country  Rates,  see  Rates. 
Courfenhall.  England.  105. 
Coiisens.  Nathan,  figoi  X.ithanicl.  663, 

204, 

Covenants,  Church.  2!;3.  go?. 

Cowdrey,  Lsaac.  346  ;  William,  rjo.  ^ 
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Cowen,  Janus,  40^ ;  Patrick,  405. 
■Cow  I'cn,  97.  -;74- 

Cox,  Llisha,  706:  Unite,  346^^  530^  663, 

ZiiJi  Ziii  750.  ^LL  tMi 
Coxe,  Kev.  Arthur  Cleveland,  52!^ 
Coytmore,  Katherine,  Martha,  82, 

i6z  :  '1  liomas.  08,  ;  1-74.  87,  83, 

97,  99.  loi,  loi         374.  ^7^  ;  grants 

to,  7J.  SsL 

Coytmore  s  Mill.  7^.  S6.  87.       11 6. 
Cracker,  Agues,  410. 
Cradock,  Matihcw,  16,^1,40,54^  65,  ^q, 

«0,  loS.  447. 
Cradock's  Grant,  see  MedjorJ  Farm,  57, 

S8.64.  J  IS.  6vt. 
CradockV  House.  25,  ij,  52J  a  tempor- 

aiy  one  built,  54. 
Cram,  John  U'.,  67  s. 

Crawford,  Jean.  40^;  Rebecca,  2ij.  370 
620. 

Creek  Head,  e^j. 

Crevay,  Nicholas  John,  an  Indian,  killed 

at  Spot  I'ond,  3j_. 
Crispe,  Itenjamin, 
Crofts,  William.  ijS. 
Crosby,  David,  547.  .S?>6,  587. 
Cross  Street,  M..  6^  20,  ZL  74-76.  22: 
2iO.  J24:  il^x  43:>-438,  522. 
540,  62^  602,        678  ;  old  houses  on, 
illustration,  761. 
Crosswell,  Thomas,  124. 
Croup,  its  first  appearance,  214. 
C:ro\v,  John,  60.  GO.  69. 
Crown  Point.  699-702.  704.  706-717,767. 
Cullick,  John,  487. 


Cummings,  Klizabeih,  727  ;  John,  281, 
Currell,  F.lia.s,  400. 

Currency  Paper,  see  Paf^er  Currency. 
Curwen  [Corwin],    Rev.  George,  465, 

Jonathan,  ^ji  ;  Samuel,  465. 
Cushing.  Thomas,  781. 
Cutler.  John.  201^  324-^28,  179 ;  Robert, 

;  Thom.is.  66-;. 
Cuttyhniik.  settlement  at. 
Cynobtlin  (Cymhelin.  ].  i_,  2. 

Dape  fD-iudv].  William.  60,  67,  87.428. 
430. 

Damages  during  (he  siege,  760. 
Dame  School.  4  ^9.  64.S. 
Damian.  Pcloi,  ; 

T>ann.  Richard.  61S  ;  Stephen,  771.  77^. 
Dane  gold.  5. 

Danfnrth.  Rev.  Jolui.  294 ;  Jonathan. 
'^3.  lot  :  Rev.  Samui  1.  iSx^  2^  246: 
Thomas,  35.  42.  iii  30-.  iii 


Danvers,  Mass.,  26,  595,  617. 6s9 
D'Arcy,  Sir  Robert,  gives  Moot  Hall  to 

Maldon,  ul 
Dark  Day,  722.  2^0.  . 
Dartmouth,  M.iss.,  574,  6<^ 
Dartmouth  Street,  M.,  S6. 
*'  Dartmouth,"  the,  7^ 
Davenpon,  Addington,  505,  5^  Rich- 
ard, !_i2i  302. 
Davis,    Harnabas,    4jo|  Israel.  707; 

Nicholas,  61.  67. 
Davison,  Nicholas.  3^  40,  <  ,7.  44S.  449. 
Davy,  Humphrey.  312,  31  y 

Dawson.  ,  361. 

Daye,  Stephen,  177. 
Day,  Isaac,  690. 

"Day  of  Doom,"  the,  223-2^2  ;  Wiggles- 
worth's  dream,  192 ;  facsimile  of 
title-page.  zzju.  Tyler  on.  22^,  22^ 
:  Mather  on,  224  ;  popularity  of, 
22^  225 :  r>€an  on,  225 ;  Kettell  on, 
231. 
Deacons,  6^9- 

Dean,  John  Ward,  r^  200,  217.  zix. 

23=.  245.  247.  2 SO.        jS.S.  291. 
Dedham,  Mass.,  264^  281^  282,  285,  305, 

JIL  Po.  322,  324. 480.  506,  620, 611. 
Deer.  11^153.^54. 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  32s,  327. 
Deer  Island,  4  !;-47.  50,  787. 
Decr  rceves.  2^  Jsj,  354. 
"  Defence,"  the.  788. 
Dcgresha,  Agnes.  410:  Mary,  34S.  410. 
4'.i.  414;  sold  at  auction,  413.  414; 
last  to  be  whipped,  348,  414;  Thomas, 

355-  3S6.  35S,  400.  40s.  4'o,  4'1.  607. 

623. 

Dckker,  Thomas.  233. 

Deland.  David,  769,  8x2. 

Denison,  Daniel.  179. 

Derby.  .-Xmoid, 8t3 

Deserters.  Hritish.  7^7. 

Deshon,  Jean.  693. 

"  Devonshire."  the,  798. 

Devorcaux,  John,  testimony  of,  33. 

Dewing,  I^njamin  H^  273. 

DcWitt,  ,  413. 

Dexter,  Dr.  Aaron,  620.  812 ;  iJridget. 
146.  3^S ;  Klizabelh,  360 ;  Esther,  99; 
Joanna.  660:  John.  203,  303,  J24.  354. 
37 1.  376.  37S.  d2i  400.  426,  422.  441. 
4S'.  4  57.  IZi  506,  546,  54S,  550.  56^ 
525.  578.  588,  582,  521,  6022  60S.  619. 
612.  63V  649,  6s9.  673.  606.  704.  706. 
222,  722:  ZIL.  7 12-720.  2iJL  7£i;  UHh 
730'  732-7.1(.  73^>-738.  24°.  lAh.  UiL 
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753,  759,  760.  79S,  Si  ^ ;  Nathan,  QQ.'   Urift-ways,  see  OUlU  wayt. 


522-  5^*o.  7 '9  ;  KtlK'Cca,  o^o,  Siz  ; 
Richard.  7^  ^k.  «i5.  2^.        vf?!  ^(5^ 


Drinker,  Philip,  67^  85. 
l)rought.>,  6j6. 

Drown,  Leonard,  4S<j.  607,  610 ;  Mary, 
459- 


551.  504.  5<^,        S34.  576. 
579.  580,  sail         607,  6^,  663,  709. 

715;        241.         ^1-5^;  Drownings.  413,427,  432.  (iOL 

480,  5o6j  6io-<J-'2  ;  falls  out  with  Mr. 
Emerson,  480  ;  Samuel  72  ;  .Sarah, 
663;     Tabitha,    522?  Thoma.s, 


Timothy,  92i  206;  gives  a  I>€ll.  5.S9; 


his  bequest,  ^^9;  William, 
813;  Winifred,  619,  620. 


7y>.  lAAi 


Dexter  Farm,  j2. 
Dexter  House,  2*1  QQ: 
Dexter's  Rocks,  36S,  372,  373.  46a 
Dexter  Street.  M.,  7^: 
Dexter  [Washington]  Elm,  72^  7S9- 
Diamond,  John,  7S6. 
Dickenson,  James,  77';.  S13. 
Dickerman.  Anna,  367 ;  Klizal^eth, 

123 ;  John.  3<X>,  367 ;   Thomas,  L2i, 

36^.  367,  3S5.  39r.. 
Dickcrman's  Hill,  364. 
Dickey,  David.  588. 
Dickson,  Davie,  232. 
Dieskau,  Haron,  699. 
Digby,  Kenclm,  1S4. 
Dike,  Nicholas,  7O9. 
Diphtheria,  637. 
Discipline,  c.ise  of  church,  673. 
Dodge,  Hcnjamin  W.,  8oj  William  £., 

5Zi^ 

Doc,  Elicnezer,  663. 
Dollars,  tirst  mentioned,  748. 
"  Dolphin."  the,  2>o. 
Doinier.  Joseph,  424. 
Donnell,  Oliver,  750. 
Doolittic,  John,  -^66. 

Dorchester.  Mas.s  ,  23,  30,  1 31,  135,  294, 

iili  465,  ^>9i  ^  62Zj  f^?!  734.  TALl 
7O0,  7'>'\  '()g. 

Doirell,  John,  t^ 

Doubt.  I>.iac,  41  '• 

Douglas-i,  Dr.  William.  637,  6S9. 

Dover,  \.  IJ^  S03,  So\. 

Dow,  .Solomon.  81  y 

Downc,  John,  6::o. 

Downing,  Mac'  allum  More,  385 ;  .Su- 
sanna, 4»  I  ■ 

Dowse  [Dows].  Ele.izt  r,  401  ;  Lawrence, 
1 12.   430,  4V  ;   .Nathaniel,  3S0,  430, 

49'.  49-- 
Dracut,  Mass.,  264.  '''Q 
Drafts  for  the  army,  699,  767-771,  77S. 

777- 

"Drake,"  the.  Soy 


Drunkenness,  its  causes  and  effects,  116- 
I  iS.  122,  123,  405.  406.  668.  669.  671. 
6S1,  6S2. 
Dublin,  Ireland,  328. 
Dublin  University,  236. 
Dudley.  Dcborai),  313 ;  Joseph,  208. 
31  V  314.  34'.  Hi         Thomas,  25. 
3Z,  LLl,  Ji2 ;  William,  502.. 
Dummer,  William,  491^,  496,  V)2,  509^ 
Duncan,  Nathaniel,  172.  174.  176.  178. 
Dunncll,  Thomas,  324,  3^4-3i;6,  3S8.378, 

400.  607,  fitn 
Dunstable,  Mass.,  183,  717. 
Dunster,  Rev.  Henry,  166.  184,  189,220; 

Rose,  not  Rose  Hills,  166.  833. 
Dunton,  John,  184. 
Durand  [Durant],  George,  22i 
Dustin,  Josiah,  3^2 ;  Lydia,  332-334. 
Dutch,  .settle  on  the  Hudson,  14. 
Dye  Hou.se  l-ane.  M.,  167. 
Dye  Houses,  Baldwin's,  2j ;  Harrett's, 

621;  Dodge's.  £6. 
Dyer,  Charles,  7S6. 

Eager  (Egar),  Bczalcel,  706:  William, 
6qi. 

Eamcs,  Daniel,  332. 

"  Early  Piety  Encouraged,"  facsimile  of 

title-page,  C3(). 
Earthquakes,  2S  1,        S08,  640. 
Earthworks  and  Defences,  755. 
E.-ist,  William,  2^9. 
Eastern  Avenue.  M.,  2i  672. 
Easton  [La.son],  Christian,  60,  62^  goj 

Nichol.is,  60^  62* 
Eaton,  Ebenezer, S13 ;  Ezra,  813;  Joshua, 

3'  >  :  Nathan,  2^  2^  813. 
Edes,  Martha,  406  ;  Peter,  406,  06 y 
E(lgew<irth  Company,  53. 
Edgcworth  [Disirictl.  sS.  4S7.  633- 
Edmunds,  Abigail,  660 ;  John,  747.  814- 
Edwards.  Benjamin,  joj  ;  Rev.  Jonathan, 

t)4i  ;  Thom.is.  791. 
Elders,  see  A'lilin^  Khiers. 
Eldrcd,  Samuel,  jjj  Ji^ 
Election,  first  under  the  constitution.  78t. 
Election  .Sefmon,  2fj6. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Andrew,  573.  61,4 ;  Rev.  John, 

12.  iL  i52i  263,  26S.  ^2S. 
Elish.i,  John,  a  rattlesnake  hunter,  26. 
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"  Elizabeth,"  the,  zfii^  700. 

Elizabcthtown,  N.  J.,  2^^. 

tilery,  William,  ^22. 

Ell  Pond,  6Sx  «2i  04.0';.  2L  'oi,  374, 
iSi,  462.  633.  667,  834. 

Elm  Street,  E.,  22^  406. 

Emerson,  Bulkley,  646:  Edward,  477^ 
478.  646;  Rev.  John  (Conway),  64s. 
64S-('50,  651 ;  Rev.  John  (TopsfieId|, 
^ii;  Kcv.  Joseph,  Jr.,  478,  5O6,  07. 
64s;  Mary.  481^  562^  64S-t>40,  (j^o^ 
769,  770.  779  ;  Mary  Moody,  642 ; 
Ralph  Waldo,  47t),646;  Rebecca.  40fj, 
4j2i64Zi^;  Ruth.  648. 640.  660,  827  ; 
Samuel,  64O:  Rev.  Samuel  M.,  649; 
Sarah,  646;  Thomas.  ^22  5  Waldo.  646, 
648;  Rev.  William,  6^5,  6461  656^ 
Si4- 

Emerson.  Rev.  Joseph,  425,  ^  439. 
477-4SS.         il^i,  522.  IIL 

s^4-vi9,  Sill  545.  nzi  15^  siZi  m  I 

560,  562,  584.  586,  5S8,        521-  59J>. 

599.  6ro.  62  5.  63s.  638.  643.  64:1-649. 

654.  660.  666.  667.  670.  770.  779.  8t4. 

S27:  his  lost  diary,  ^2±  USh  5221  S^O. 

64^.  666.  667  :  autograph.  422:  his 

"Meat  Out  of  the  Eater,"  S.37-5.19 ; 

his  "  Early  Piety  Encouraged."  63S. 

639;  his  "  Word  to  those  that  are 

Afflicted."  638.  640;  his  death.  645. 
Emerson  Estate,  see  HiU-Emnton. 
Emerson  School,  648. 
Emery,  Jonathan,  704- 
Endicott,  John,  18^  to,  4J.  92.  134^ 

342- 

Ennis,  Ogilvie  W..  38,  158. 

Essex  Regiment,  670.  747. 

Essex  Street.  M..  648. 

"  Essex,  the  Flower  of,"  slain  at  Bloody 

Brook.  257.  ' 
Evans,   ,  Daniel,  704;  Henry, 

24.  i23i  324 : 1°^^".  S^I  =  Nathaniel,  326,  ■ 

501,  6Qfi  ;  Samuel.  501. 
Everett  Avenue.  E.,  53.  85,  446. 
Everett  Crystal  Spring  Water  Co..  3S7. 
Everett,  Mass.,  23,  34,  iL  62,  64^  6^  221 

22.  801  82^  84,  8£,  22j  103,  LLL  £32i  360. 

382,  406.  4i5i  42121  430.  433i  43Si  446. 

4S6,  490^  122,  542.  SlSi  5<A  665.  ZiL 

7SS.  785- 
Everett  Spring.  7S5. 
Everett  Square.  E.,  28^  lOQ. 
Ewer.  Thomas. 60.  6t.  fS»  4821 
Exeter.  N.  11 .  63S. 

"  Extract  from  a  late  Sermon,"  facsimile 
of  title-page,  (>47- 


Fairfield.  Conn.,  768.  769. 

Fairwcather,  John.  So. 

"  Faithful  Man,  a,"  294 ;  facsimile  of 

title-page,  292. 
Falls  Fight,  322,  325,  326. 
Fall  Town,  Mass..  322. 
Falmouth,  Mxvs.,  619. 
Falmouth.  Me..  2 56,  6S9. 
Faneuil  Hall,  72s,  726,  728. 
"  Fanny,"  the,  79S. 
Farnum,  John,  211. 

Farrington.  Huldah,  398  ;  William.  S14. 
Fasts,  253.  222,  506-50S.  566j  643.  6S4, 

Father  Rasle's  War.  685. 
Faulkner,  Abigail,  3V.       ;  Anna,  768  ; 
Benjamin,  C63,  674,  -^S ;  David,  3.:4. 

4.V.I.        J^>1*">  3^3 
Faulkner  [District],  23i  Zii  12°«  '-68.  376; 
Faulkner  House,  439,  440  ;  illustration, 

761. 

Favorite,"  the,  SoQi 
Feake,  Robert,  3^. 
Febiger,  Christian,  756,  81 1. 
Felt,    Elizabeth.    386,  387,  383-391; 

George,  60^  62^  62,  81 -84.  95.  '04. 

278,  ^Si;-^9i.  4S9;  Mary,  386,  38^1 

Moses.  386.  3S9. 
Fences.  841  88^  95,  114. 
Fence  Viewers,  340,  360- 
Fenne,  John,  6. 
Fcnno  Farm,  Revere.  272. 
F'enno's  Corner,  Revere,  273.  274. 
Fenno  Street,  Revere.  273. 
Fcnsum.  Hannah.         Isaac,  396. 
Ferry  Island.  85.  490,  4q3. 
Ferry,  Penny,  see  P,  ituy  Ferry. 
Ferry  Street.  M.,  E..  23.  21^  82-84.  387. 

421.  434i  4^7-4  >9,  49".  Ml  ^ 

801,  834. 
Field,  Alexander,  26. 
Field  &  IJradshaw.  400. 
Field  Drivers.  332,  353, 
Firing  the  Woods.  22.  89. 
First  Church,  deacons,  659;  members, 

1772.652,660;  records,  658. 

Fisk,  ,  321:  32i: 

Fiske.  Rev.  Moses,  285. 

Fitch,  Timothy,  4»2. 

Fitzgerald,  Elizabeth,  674, 

Flag,  first  American,  hoisted,  785 ;  fir*t 

British,  struck.  7S5  ;  Pine  Tree,  7S5. 
Flagg.  Benjamin,  Jr.,  5S7. 
Flagg  House,  ago,  23V 
Flaxing  Places,  go,  462.  667.  675. 
Fletcher,  Rev.  Selh,  237,  25S. 
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Flies,  Plague  of,  6t6. 

Flint,  William.  701,  ?o6,  707- 

"  Flora,"  the, 

Floyd.  ,  uXl  L>ani<il.  2LL  2ii  .iS.l, 

405.  47^.  504.  5'0.  iili  606,  690,  704; 
Elizabeth,  6<x; :  Ezekiel,  704,  705,  -  jo  ; 
Hugh.  2tC.  ^  John,  323, 
166.  376;  Joseph,         j66.  362.  372- 

374.  376.  iSt.  jSii  iS)4.  i2i  24i! 

814;  Margaret,  jMi  705  ;  Mary.  391. 

32£ ;  Noah,  .814. 
Floyd-Fisher  House,  illustration,  784. 
Fluckcr,  Thomas,  5S0. 
Forbes,  Christopher,  663,  679,  6S9,  6qo. 

70s.  814 ;  encounter  with  a  British 

officer,  8t4. 
Forest  Dale  Cemetery.      S^j  3^- 
Forest  Street,  M..  20,  56.  2J1  22.  3i5i 

358.  Hv  iZi,  410.  443- 
Fort  t  umljcriand,  70'.  703.  704.  Z°Zj  7 10. 

7l6. 

Fort  Edward,  398.  700-703.  706.  707. 
Fort  Froiitctiac,  700. 
Fort  Halifax,  703. 
Fort  Western,  703. 

Fort  William  Henry.  699,  707.  714-716. 
Fort  William  Henry  Alarm,  701.  707. 

70S,  710-714,  716. 
Fosdick.  Elizabeth,  331.  332 ;  James. 

Ml ;  Ji.hii,        J2;6,  i62j  607 ;  Stephen, 

Foster,  ,682;  Ebcnezer,  690 ;  Isaac. 

Robert,  62^.  674 ;   Rose,  ^ 
335 ;  William,  250. 
Foster  Street,  Mel..  445 
Foxcroft.  Francis,  (w<V 
"  Fox,"  the,  2^ 
Framingham,  Mass.,  336. 
Franklin,  Kcnjamin.  570.  722. 
"  Franklin."  the.  7Sr>-788,  790. 791.  819. 
Frazer,  ,  790. 

Freemen, 'church  members  only,  io6.  130. 
Frenchmen  killed  in  Hoston  harbor, 
French  Neutrals.  404,  (i'-YZf-lyj)- 
French,  Thomas,  76. 
French  War,  699-701  ;  soldiers  in,  701- 

Friend,  Richard,  336. 

•'  Friendship,"  the,  797,  800. 

Frog  Pond.  4^1- 

Froht,  Edmund.  197  ;  Joseph, 8^;  Simon, 
il-i:  ii2: 

Frothingham    [Frothingale],  William, 

61.  63,  67. 
Fryc,  Joseph.  690. 

Fuller.  Abraham,  7S1  ;  Edward,  663. 


Fullerton,  Nathaniel.  70S. 

Funeral  Sermon,  Emerson,  facsimile  of 

title-page,  647- 
"  Funeral  Song,  a,"  Wigglesworth,  61 1- 

Gabarus  Bay,  6S7. 

Gardner,  Andrew,   Sot  ;   Henry,  402; 

John,  580 ;  Jonathan,  744,  805,  8is ; 

Thomas,  243,        7J0,  7^  2^5,  ^ 
Garland,  Peter,  to,  ^ 
Garrett,  James,  (28186,  im 
(ixspereaiix  River,  691. 
Gates  across  roads,  go,  115,  352,  383, 

322i  398.  428.  £jo.  ij6,        ^  ^ 

^45^446,  458-462. 
Gate.s,  Horatio,  646. 
(;cndall.  Walter,  3S8,  383. 
"  General  Gates,"  the,  79t,  793,  794, 

222: 

"  General  I.eslie,"  the,  794. 

"  General  Putnam,"  the,  794,  809. 

George  Hepburne's  Island,  490. 

"  George,"  the,  789.  79a 

Gerrish,  Samuel,  756.  757. 

Gerry  (Gary,  Geary],  John,  66j;  Joshua, 

81s;  Thomas, 38a 
Gibbons,     Edward,     34,  56,    60,  66 ; 

Jotham,  Indian  deed  to,  jf,  ^6. 
Gibbons's  River,  ^2: 
Gibson,  Samuel,  332. 
Gilbert,  Humphrey, 

Gill,  John,  7S6;  Joshua,  80^  Si^j  Wil- 
liam,  663.  70  !;.  720.  744.  81  s. 

Glendale  (Uistrict).  210. 

Gloucester,  Mass.,  786. 

Glover,  John,  139,  144.  787 ;  Jonathan, 
786.  • 

Gobe,  John,  388. 

Goble,  Thomas.  67. 

(ioddard,  GiU  s,  353. 

Godden,  William,  600,  6oi,  627  ;  auto- 
graph, 6ca 

Goldthwait.  Benjamin,  690. 

(ioodwill,  Rebecca,  2  0:  Thomas,  I'-fy. 

(loodwin,  see  Gotiden,  Timothy,  501. 

Goodyear  Avenue,  Mel., 

Gookin.  Rev.  Nathaniel,  466,  467 ; 
Oaniel,  32,  50,  xjq,  30S,  416:  Samuel, 
332- 

Gordon,  Rev.  William,  7g2,  774. 
Gorges,  Ferdinando,         386 ;  Robert, 

16.  19. 
Gorham,  John,  321. 
Gosnold.  Bartholomew,  14. 
Goss,  El  bridge  FT,  40  S 
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Gould,  Abraham,  663 ;  Dnvid,  G63 : 
John,  66,  40S,  744.  815;  autograph, 
408;  Mr.,  dead  in  captivity,  361 ; 
Thomas,  76,  120,  211. 

Graham,  John,  81 5. 

Granite  Street,  M.,  fiSa 

Grant,  Joseph,  412. 

(irant  of  1000  acres,  302-304,  see 

Atiililtn  I-arm. 
Grasshoppers,  636. 
Grave-diggers,  see  Sexlons. 
Graves,  Samuel,  740,  7  \o\  Thomas,  n, 

£4.   ii  Z^i  iQ- ;  L>r.  Thomas,  245, 

264.  600- 

Gray,  Francis  C,  on  the  Massachusetts 

Law>.  170,  171. 
Great  Awakening,  the,  641,  642- 
Great  Cove,  Me.,  •^Qo. 
Great   Road,  the  [Ferry  Slrcci],  414 ; 

[Main  Street].  27.  nZi  Wj.  i22:  ^33; 

[Salem  Street]  400. 
Great  Swamp,  6^^  Z2»  Zit  Zi-      ^  i6S, 

3^  4.14.  623.  834. 
Green  [Greene],  1 1 1,  502.  581,  614.  632  ; 


Kcv.    Aaron,  81  ■> ;   Kenjamin,   S70 : 


Bernard,  323,  412.  4£3.  232-  Z42i  744 
747.  Zi£.  ZZiit  ^'  S:  autograph, 

7S2 ;   Daniel,  606.  816 :  Darius.  419, 
595.  ^  704.  705-  Zi2i  iJivid, 


SOI.  633  ;  Elizabeth,  146;  Kunice,  80 ; 


E/ra,  406.  4iQ-.j3i.  42^;,  4^6,  4S4,  502, 

522.  525^  LlilA  Liii  ^  ^  i 

710,720.  724.  72s.  801,816;  autograph, 
720;  Dr.  E/ra,  803.  804,  815  ;  (Gardi- 
ner, 360;  Hannah.  7  S3 ;  Henry,  202. 
2 '  3.  25s,  250,  3£4.  312.  341.  312,  3^ 
366.  367.  370-372.  1-6.  178.  380.  434: 
437-  t  so.  -t^i.  46;.  468.  603-606.  608; 
Isa.ic,  252.  312.  38^.  £10,  632,  613 ; 
Jacol',  6y,  663,  706;  James,  66^  2^ 
94.  99.  'oo.  t02.  107.  14'.  1^  201j  232, 
26S,  282,  3iii  353.  541.  525-  S22i  525i 
601.  66^.  744.  816;  JamcB  D.,  402,  740. 
74 S.  81s;  Jemima,  704 ;  John,  6O1  66» 
68.  80.  201-201.  2oS-2i  I.  211.  240. 
255.  252:  :M  -1-4.  319.  342,  344.  351, 
162.  16S-167.  170.  176,  379.  381^  436, 
438.  nil  lii,  162,  465,  467-469.  JZL 
4-4,  498.  soo,  S'o.  S12,  520,  528,  S14. 
606.  607,  617.  632.  633.  663.  710,  710  ; 
Jon^s.  412,  143,  502,  632,  6,11 ;  Jona- 
than,  427.  663  ;  Joseph,  IQS,  4S<^.  'tTO. 
Sio.  (")o6.  (\\-\  ;  Margaret,  146 ;  Rel>ecca, 
168,  368.  677  ;  Samuel.  179,  203.  211. 


2 IS.  2S0.  32Si  314.  14 V  146.  350.  3Sa 
354,  362,  364.  362,  321.  376:  IIL 


460,  462,  465.  4621  4251  424i  482.  484^ 
5C0.  505,  506,  510.  512,  542,  543,  522. 
525i  52^1  525.  606.  6oz,  632,  633, 6^ 
688,  6g7.  7 S3 ;  Dr.  Samuel  A  .  221. 
224  ;  Thomas,  1 16,  1 17.  204,  368.  372. 
226,424,500,501,606.632,633;  Unah. 
798 ;  Uzziah,  79S  :  \Vid<.w,  362 ; 
William,  2^  25*2:  3'-- V6,  i2S.  332. 
376.  194.  4IO,  434i  501,  606,  002^ 
615. 

Green  Family  Papers,  402. 

Green  Farm,  in  the  woods,  .174,  40Q. 

Green  Farm,  on  the  hill.  26.  21i  4  SO. 

5251^59- 

Greenlield,  Mass.,  122. 

Green  House,  QQi  102,  26S,  43s,  S95- 

Greenland,  Daniel,  .11.1,  3-- 5  ;  John.  95, 
101,  III,  202.  203.  208-210.  21a.  211. 
256,  2S2:  il^N  215:  31i  349-35'-  3'^'<». 
3'':.  1:0-17-.  aill,  ijA  325.  liZ^  lii 
434.  440.  45'.  46s.  489.  566,  6^)6.  tfi8, 
61  o.  614-616.  685;  builds  on  .Mystic 
Side,  81-83  ;  autograph,  349 ;  Lvdia, 
S3,  146, 

Greenland  Farm,  83. 

Greenock.  Scotland,  788. 

(ireen's  Hill,  94,  mi 

Green's  Hole,  ^li  21: 

Green's  Meadow,  675. 

Greens  of  the  Woods,  mi,  617.  6 12. 

Green  Street,  Mel..  23,  405.  682. 

Greenwoo<l,  Rev,  Thomas  J  ,  211. 

Greenwood  [Wakefield].  22i  37'.  374. 

422.502- 
Gritiin,  John,  21  s- 

Groton,  Mass.,  323.  324,  322.  32S.  562. 
604.  610. 

G rover,  Abig.-iil,  66q;  Uerjamin,  706. 
744,  7 go,  769,  816;  Elizabeth.  146 ; 
John.  23.  446.  447,  628.  660.  7-0,  729. 
737,  744,  816;  Lazarus,  250,  304,  35-. 
171.  376,  606;  Samuel,  442,  510,  572. 


660.  697,  720,  7-7.  816:  Simon,  210. 

2S9.  304.  317,  3'8.  322.  325.  345.  376. 

•^78,  440,  S34.  606.  663;  Stephen,  304. 

118,  322.  .12s;  Thomas.  304.  305.  31S. 

328.400,  6o2; 
Grovcr  Street,  M.,  old  house  on,  illusira- 

tion,  s-6. 
Grush,  Moll,  see  Dcgrfsha,  Mary. 
Grushy  Pasture.  4to. 
fJuppy,  John.  jiij.  325,  4S7.  488. 
Gyfford,  Margaret,  105. 

Hackkr.  Hoysted,  794- 
Haddam,  Conn.,  568,  s69- 
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Iladley,   Anthony,  663;  Moses,   777 ; 

Samuel,  777- 
lladlcy.  Mass.,  jsi,  2£2,  .134-.127.  330- 
Haggctt  (Haggat],  Moms,  ^^5. 
I  laic,  George  S.,  2;02  ;  Robert,  60.  6vS.  7s, 

2j.       i02i  102,  1 10,  LL2. 
tl.ilfway  Covenant,  242,  641. 
Kalifax,  N.  S.,  706-70S.  712.  791.  793; 

kcv.    A.    Ck-avclaiiii    there,    570 ; 

Mather's  Church,  570. 
Hall,  ,  756 ;  John.  48^  60,  67  ;  Ralph, 

406;  Samuel,  60;  66i  Stephen,  760. 
llallovvcll,  benjamin,  690.  724 ;  Calvin, 

706.  816;  Ldward,  39S,  706 ;  Goo<lwifc, 
4C'j,  607 :  Hannah,  399;  Huldah, 

.V/*^.  .;99.  660.  706 ;  Joseph,  706.  744. 

S17  ;  Mary,  39S;  Samuel,  744,  817. 
Ilallowell  Hoube,  398-400. 
Hamilton,  Alexander,  796. 
Hamilton,  Marquis  of,  grant  to,  [T^ 
iianiilion,  Mass.,  264,  t 
Hammersmith  [Lynn],  373. 
Hancock.  John,  78 1.  786,  Si  2. 
Hancock  Street,  M..  5J,  239. 
••  Hancock,"  the,  7S6,  788-793. 

H.inncrs,  ,  706.  707,  711. 

Hanover,  Mass.,  ^3;. 
Hardiny,  Scth,  7S8. 

Harnden,  Kbenezcr,  2i  211.  404.  409, 
44v  S'o.  606,  6s9.  <i8L  688, 
6<2S,  212,  733-7»<'.  72S-730.  2i£i  734. 
73^73^>.  ZJOi  Ziii  1^  754.  152:  76o : 


autograph,  7^  ;  Esther,    66q  ;  John, 

6  V;,  688,  720  ;  l.ydia,  660. 
Harrington,  Edward,  ^67  ;  Richard.  76. 
Harris,  Amy.  1 19;  Giles,  708;  [ohn,  Sj  ; 

Thomas,  799. 
"  Harrison,"  the,  786. 
Hartford.  Conn.,  193,  194.  250. 

Hart.  Moses.  701, 702, 704-708,710.713,715. 
Harvard  College,  159,  184.    189,  220. 
23^5,  I5O1  ILL  ISZi  ^  264,  265.  £23, 

2-2,  285.  286,  22i.  406,  471. 

^  iZiii  i2i  ii^i  566,  s&i,  52i.  6o2i 

(ili^  616-619.  62L  622.  629,  64s.  650, 

652^  6^652,  658^  8i2^  813;  students 

preach  here,  187. 
Harvard  [Harwodcj.  Ann,  61^  68;  Rev. 

John.  62,  2^  406. 
Harvard.  Mass.,  646,  690. 
Harvard  Street,  M  .  439. 
Harvcll,  James,   £38.  4^2,  607;  Mary, 

430  :  Sarah,  439. 
HarvcM's  Brook,  see  Pcmberlons  Brock, 

6i,  62,  24.8^  LLIi£i4:i32i  i52x  ij£. 

ii2i  S4'.  64S,  662.  667.  677.  8>^. 


Harvell's  Brook  Lane,  2ii  418,  433.  43s, 
4^8.  67  s. 

Harvey's  Hrook,  see  Harcriri  Brock, 

Hascy,  ,475';  Jacob.  440. 81 7  ;  loscph.  lo. 

ilii  V'*).  JZZi  iZ^  lili  !^«»r*f>'  i34i  /-^  -f 
William,  3"-3i4>  3'9.  3J3-P5.  327.  /cc  / 
34'- 

Haskins,  .  421  ;  John.  682 :  William, 

672. 

Ha.skins's  Lane,  423. 

Hastings,  Edmund  T.,        Dr.  Walter, 

Hatch,  Crowell,  805  ;  John,  812  ;  Naler, 

70.  734,  2Mi  2481  750.  7S£.  25i.  756, 

766.  767.  805.  8^2  ;  i'hfcbc.  >j<>j. 
Hatch  House,  70. 
Hatfield,  Mass.,  ^21. 

Hathotne,  John,    1 1  5,  1 16.  137,    1 52; 

William,  139,  140.  I44.  I5t- 
Hatkcrson,  John,  817. 
Haugh  [hlongh],  Atherton,  60. 
Haunted  Hou.se,  418. 
Haven,  Sarah,  457,  670. 
Haverhill,  Mass.,      22i  479,  70S. 
Haward,  see  //iiiW/r/. 
Hawkes,  Adam,  60 ;  Eira,  744,  817. 
"  Hawke,"  the,  798,  222i       ^lAi  SiS. 
Hawkins,  Robert,  62- 
Hayden,  James,  6ij 

Hayes  [Hay],  James,  420,  663 ;  John^ 

707  ;  I'eter,  420,  663. 
Hay-lands,  6j. 

Flaynes,  David.  587 ;  Peter,  817 

Hayward,  see  Hovstrd. 

Haywards,  3>2,  353. 

"  Hazard,"  the,  22i. 

Ha/elton.  Samuel,  817. 

Heath,  William,  747,  776. 

Henchman,  Daniel,  323-328,  393} 

Dr.  Nathaniel,  702. 
Henderson  Street,  E.,429. 
Hendly,  Mary,  412. 

Hepburne  fHepbourn],  George.  61.  67. 

Hepburne's  Island,  490. 

Herring.  Ebenczer,  672. 

Hett,  Ann,  146 ;  Thomas,  141,  162,  387. 

Hibbens,  William,  174. 

Higginson,  .  £21 ;  Ann.  60,  62 ;  Theo- 

philus.       Thomas  Wcntworth,  571. 

Higginson,  Rev.  Krancis.  his  farewell  to 
England,  ifjj  his  observations,  20,  24, 
26,22j  e.-irly  life.  22;  death,  283  testi- 
mony about  the  Indians,  40. 

High  School  land,  2^.  117,  liiS. 

Hich  Street,  E  ,  527. 

High  Street,  M-,  ^6^  22.  £i2i  Si^i 
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Highways,  83,  iOQ,  no,  428-.t47  4*^7. 
;  to  Penny  Ferry,  281  20J.  J40. 
428-430,  490,  595.  S<j6 ;  to  My:siic 
[Medford],  78,  So;  towards  Sedg- 
wick's Meadow,  82J  to  thu  Mystic, 
82  ;  across  Long  Meadow,  to  the 
commons,  22>  2i>  Island  End 
[South  Kiver],  2£.  461  ;  to  the  mill, 
8(>.  94.  H7 ;  to  the  North  Spring,  yj; 
to  Sandy  Hank,  23,  201.  399,  401J, 
460,  462 ;  to  Kll  I'ond,  24.;  to  Mr. 
Wigglcswortli's,  239,  240 ;  in  the  Ct»m- 
mens.  372,  373  ;  to  the  meeting  house, 

399>  4J4i  iiii        '*>"'••  ^h. 
principal  early  ways,  428 ;  10  Worm- 
wood Point,  420-4  \  \,  461.    See  Crenl 
A'fhiJ,   Sit/em    J'li/A,  f\taiiiiig  Kond, 
Winitisimmt  t  Road,  etc. 

Highways,  Surveyors  of,  gj^  340,  360. 

Ilildebcrt,  232. 

ilill,  .  113;  Abraham,  46,  67,  73,  76, 

87.  107.  116.  117,  13<),  141,  i6o^  287, 
30'.  3ZZ.45^.  Sio.  646,  648,  649; 
Dcnjamin  i\.  425,  4S4,  672 ;  Charles, 

86.  iSZi  iSl2i  414.  424..  43 S. 

670-672.  744.  750,  778,818;  autograph, 
670;  Isaac,  S7,  22^  262,  286^  J14.  iii 
liL  365-367,  ri-^7^  32Zi 
3^1.  432i  4ilt  4S7.  4S9-  464.  465.  467. 
578,  s8S.  604,  606,  h44.  (■<>  >■  (170,  6--', 
673 ;  Jacob,  ii2i  {iL&:  Mary,  649 : 
Moses,  3 S3.  SO'.  605,  606.  649,  O69: 
Rev.  Samuel,  646,  64S ;  Sarah,  117, 
146,  4S7.  646.  668.  670;  Zachariah,  400, 
460.  607. 

Hill-Emcrson  Estate,  64S.  6.iq. 

Hiller.  Margaret,  57^. 

Hills,  ,  414  ;  Ann,  L&l  ;  Benjamin, 

211.  £2^.  352.  442i  482,  501,  510,  54.S, 
550.  SIL  iSi  S7£.  SZl-  526.  581, 
(107,663.  6<)4.  6«)S,  702,  SiS;  Ei>enezer, 
3ZL  3iL  32i  42L  460,  46Q ,  (iershom, 
20 s,  377.  606:  Helen  [Eleanor].  (66. 
1S2 :  Nathan,  8i8;  kebecca.  146; 
Rose,  not  Rose  DunsttT,  1 66.  8  , ^ ;  her 
<leath.i8i;  Thomas.  382. 4'8. X2S-427. 
57^  62>L  6^  66j.  -20.  zifL  IJBi  734. 
736.  23S^  810.  81S  :  William  S  .  Sjj, 

Hili's  bridge.  Lli  1S6,  457,  662^ 

675. 

HilN  Family  Genealogical  and  Histori- 
cal Association,  S33. 

Hills.  Joseph.  2:  Li.  ^4;  7'-7S-  9i.  01  96. 
92.  loij  105.  102.  109,  110,  t  IQ. 

I2C.  ijo.  ri£.  Ll!ii  liO:  Lili  '  S3-  '  S6. 
160.  161.  163,  i(>s-iS4,  1 96,  20s.  206. 


3'8-2?o.  238.  229,  301,  307, 

iZl'  iZ4i  433-435-  449.  4S6.  421i  615. 
673-' '75.  677.  7  K'l ;  marries  Ronb^ 
Clarke,  %\\ ;  arrives  in  New  England, 
2;  12^  1 66:  Speaker  of  the  House, 
108.  165,  tC8.  i8j  ;  his  house,  101,  16S. 
673.  674,  Ho2 :  his  well,  101.  166.  168. 
61s.  674-<j77  ;  ruling  elder,  105,  1  tp, 
1S6 ;  marries  himself,  182,  ig8 ;  grants 
to.  24.  22,  loS,  168.  182.  183:  his 
errors  about  baptism,  199,  219,  220; 
his  death,  184,  282 ;  autograph,  16S. 

Hills,  Joseph  and  the  Massachusetts 
I^ws,  169-1S4;  granted  a  gratuity, 
178 ;  his  first  petition,  180.  iSl ;  his 
second  petition.  183,  184. 

Hines,  Ambrose,  355. 

Hingharn,  Mass.,  jo.  207.  317,  566,  714. 

Hitchcock,  Rev.  Enos,  651. 

Hitchings,  Daniel,  51,  215 ;  Samuel, 
819. 

Hobart,  see  Iluhbard,  Rev.  Nehemtah, 
524: 

Hobbs,  Martha,  20S. 

Hodges,  John,  60,  66. 

Hogans,  Mrs.  William, 26. 

Hog-constables,  see  Ifos^recvts. 

Hog  Island,  273.  3 1 6.  751. 

H(.g-reeves,  ^  340,^5^. 

Holden,  Daniel,  819;  John,  818 ;  Mary, 

818 :  Nathan,  6^9. 
Holden,  Mass.,  303,  586,  587;  Maiden 

land  at,  sec  Maiden  Farm. 
Holgrave,  John.  78. 
Holliston.  Mass.,  69a 
Holmes.  Fortune,  819;  Lydia,  427- 
Holyokc,  Edward.  293;  Dr.  Edward  A^ 

=45- 

Holyoke  Street.  M..  433. 
Hookee,  Nicholas,  489. 
Hooper,  William,  333. 
"  Hope,"  the,  787,  SoQ. 

Hopkin.<i,  ,  651. 

Hopkinton.  Mass.,  70J. 

Horse  Neck,  Conn..  769. 

Horse  Shetls,  2to-2i2.  543. 

Hough   [Haugh],   Aihcrton,  6oj  Rev. 

Samuel,  449. 
Houses,  numl)er  of,  664.  66;.  8^. 
Houses,  old,  Kailey.  400;  llarncs- Piatt, 

illustration,  31;   Itarrctt,  62,  70.  95, 

100.    103.    428.   4S6,  4S7.  50S.  591; 

Hlancy,  360 ;  illustrations,  339.  ^61  ; 

Hoardman,    36S;     illustration,  379; 

llucknam.  27 !    Hryant,  illustrations, 

g6i,  761 ;  Call,62j  Calley-Drown.  4S9; 


INDEX. 


849 


Carrington- Paine,  lOj ;  illustration, 
101 ;  Crudock.  £i.  U,  5Z !  Street, 
illustralioui..  SO'.yO' ;  Uexlcr,  ^ 
Faulkner.  4i2.  ii©:  illustration, 
Flagg.  ^ijo.  ziii  Kloyd-Fisher.  illustra- 
tion. zJ>ij  Grover  Street,  illu^tiatiun, 
526;  (Jreen,  22.  i^Ii  ^  Siiii 
yTaiiowcli.  39S-400;  ilaich,  7°: 
ard-Pr.itt.  35S;  illustration,  Hut- 
chinsun-  Tufi*.  240,  ^  5£ii  Jenkius- 
Rand,  20j  illustration,  630;  Lynde, 
Zii  755-  illu>tratiOH,  Manser, 
4aS-4iQ  ;  Maverick,  ^  56^  Mayhew, 
34;  Moultun  Mitchull,  A46;  Nicliols, 
5V,  .\ii.hoU  [Nathaniel],  419  i  I'aine, 
103;  illustrations,  loi,  lOj ;  I'arkcr, 
■417  ;  Pratt  [Lydia],  illustration,  3yS ; 
Pratt  [ThoniasJ.  TJj  Rand,  20i  illus- 
tration, 6^0;  Skinner,  791  ;  Spraguc- 
Flagg,  7>S ;  Swan,  ttj  Sweetscr- 
Lyndc,  7SS;  Tecle,  397-400 ;  Tufts 
[Peter],  S--  :  Tufts  [Simon),  103: 
illustraiion,  103 ;  Upliam-Cook^  405. 
6S2;  Upham,  40s ;  Waite,  162.  672; 
illustrations,  t6^  6Sj.  721,  761  ; 
Waters,  387;  Whitteinore,  85,^  ina 

Hovey.  Rev.  Ivory,  6si ;  James,  381^ 
421.  440-442.  460,  497,  504.  Sill  606, 
663.         Josiah,  687. 

Howard.  .\l)igail,  40^,  660  ;  Amos,  819; 
Anna,  3^8.  1j6q  ;  Daniel,  6qo,  70".  744, 
819 ;  Klizabeth,  638,  660:  Ezra,  744. 
819 ;  Hannah,  392,  660;  Jabez,  689; 
James.  772 :  Jeremiah.  35; ;  John, 
62S,  659.  707.  7'9.  819:  Jonathan,  2ll 
367.  377.  4«o,  Mi.  5'o.  607.  Ziiij 
Joseph.  652,  660j  2£2:  737>  Zll  : 
Lydia,  660:  N.ithan,  719 ;  Nathaniel, 
259,  444.  6<»9 ;  Phebc,  6O0:  Samuel, 
92,  253.  2^0,  308,  3aS.  367.  373.  3-7. 
501.  ijio.  606.  638,  6j4.  652 ;  Sarah, 
395 :  Thomas.^;  Wincfred,  660. 

Howard- Pratt  House,  358 ;  illustration. 
35H 

Howard  Street,  .Mel..  40 S.  6S2. 

How.  ji>hn,  80:? 

Jloy,  an  Ipswich. 166. 

Hnbhaid,  ,  687  ;   Benjamin,  ^  62J 

Kdinund.  6jj  James,  67  ;  Jos[hua 
Hubbe],  60J  Thomas,  S9.  6l. 

Hudson  River,  699,  766,  778. 

Ilulcit,  Lewis,  83-85. 

Hull.  John,  ;6i.  323.  636. 

Hull,  Mass.,  132-134. 

Humphrey,  John.  35. 

Hunt,  ,  651. 


Hurd,  Joseph,  406;  William,  406. 
llurd  btreet,  Mcl.,  445. 
liulchins,    Daniel,  215;    David,  239; 

Samuel,  St 9. 
Hutchinson,  Anne,  312 ;  Edward,  311- 
3 '3.  3-'.   323;   Eliakim,  ii2^  3'3: 
thsha,  80,  727  ;  John,  2^  43*J.  439- 
441.  501,  ^  522^  002,  tXj3;  his  son 
killed,  ^2t ;  his  house  burned,  521  ; 
(Jcorge,   6ij   66,  487 ;    Mary,  240: 
Mehitable,  240;  Thoiuas,  722.  724; 
William,  312. 
Hutchinson's  Corner,  M.. 4^7. 
Hutchinson's  Lane,  M.,  240.  433,  4.^ 

£j8,  540.  624^6211. 
Hutchinson 'i  ufts  House,  240,  521,  S22j 
old  house  burned,  521  ;  negro  hanged 
for,  S22. 
Hyde,  Henry  H^  ijC. 

IndkI'ENIJKNCE.  instructions  relating  to, 
762-761; ;  quoted  by  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  762  ;  Maiden  first  to  adopt, 
762  ;  Mr.  Thachcr  author  of,  765. 
Indian  burial  places,  and  relics  dis- 
covered. 52,  53. 
Indian  deeds,  34,  36,  40.  4'.  48^  S' ; 
how  valued  by  Andros.  52  ;  of  Mystic 
Side,  3^  51  ;  their  character.  ^ 
Indian  land  titles.  James  Sullivan  on, 
51  ;  opinion  of  Andros,  ^ ;  set  aside, 
388.  389  ;  see  Indian  deeds. 
Indians,  20,  22,  30-53.  684.  68 s.  6S0, 
691 ;  snake  eaters,  26j  around  Boston, 
30;  kill  Frenchmen  in  Boston  Harbor, 
31  ;  one  killed  at  Spot  Pond,  31 ;  pesti- 
lence among,  31  ;  their  barns  of  corn, 
34 ;  Squa  Sachem  and  others  submit, 
3S:  attack  Maverick's  house.  32.5^ 
Deer  I.sland,  45-47  ;  as  scouts,  ^6^  ^ ; 
one  killed  at  Nichols  farm,  53J  taken 
by  Blakeman,  256:  massacre  at  Bloody 
Brook,  2J7;  executed  at  Boston,  49, 
261,  305.  320 ;  slaves,  48,  4»7- 
Indians,  — ,  Abigail,  40J  .Ahawayct,  40, 
^^Sj  Appooquahamock,  joj  Awansa- 
mug.  John  [Oonsumug],  48-50 ;  Black 
William  [Poquanum],  40 ;  Canonicus, 
^SjCiiclv  [Ppt:it;oon.-»quah].  41.  50;  Co- 
manche Brown,  5jj  Crev,iy,  Ni<  hulas 
John,  ;  Culshamachc.  3i3<i:  David 
[Kunkshamooshaw].  ^  50,  ^  ;  Kga- 
wam  [.Agawam,  Ma.scononomo],  36, 
38, 40,  jii  ;  (icorge  Ni»  Nose,  see  Wene- 
ft>vtiii;  (ieorge  Rumney  Marsh,  see 
'     IVenefoytin  ;  George  Sagamore,  see 
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W(nff>oykin  ;  Great  David,  ^  ;  Great 
John,  jjSj  Hawkins,  48^  James  Saga- 
inure  [Montowampate],  ^  38,  40: 
Joan  [Ahawayel]  ^41^48;  John, 
John  of  Tackachooge,  417 ;  John, 
Sagamore  [WonohaquahamJ,  20^^  33, 
37-40,  42  i  Know-Ciod,  ^ ;  Kuiik- 
shamooshaw,  David  [Nonupanohow], 
42j5°iilJ  Magua,  John  [WaabaquinJ, 
48,  50;  Mahanton,  50;  M.matahqua 
[Manatooquis],  ^oj  Manatooquis, 
bamuel  [Manatahqua],  40;  Mascano- 
meit  [MasconunomoJ,  35,  3O,  38,  40, 
^ ;  Mascononomo  [Mascanomctt, 
Egawam J,  35,  36^  38,40,42 ;  Massasoit, 
36;  Matoonas,  ^  Metacomet. 
see  Philif ;  Montowampate  [Sagamore 
James],  33^  38^  40J  Muminquash 
[Rumney  Marsh,  James],  46^  48; 
Nanepashemet,  30^  31-33.  48;  Nas- 
howanon,  35,  36 ;  Nonupanuhow 
[Kunkshamooshaw],  50^  ^  ;  Obba- 
tincwat  of  Shawmut,  33;  Oonsumug, 
John  f  Awansamug],  48- so ;  Passacon- 
away,  38;  Petagoonaquah  [Cicely,  Su 
George,  Susanna],  4jj  joj  Pctagunsk, 
^  ;  Peter  Ephraim,  4I2  48,  30J  Philip 
[Metacomet,  Pometacom],  36,  ^  43, 
.-^06,  317,  328,  341  ;  Piamboho.  ^  48 ; 
Pittimee,  Andrew,  48^  Pometacom,  see 
Philip;  Poquanum  [Hlack  William], 
40 ;  Poquanum,  Thomas,  41 ;  PotiKk, 
320  ;  Qiiachamaquine,  42  ;  Quanapo- 
witt,  Israel,  42;  Quanapowitt,  James, 
see  Rumney  Manh,  Janus  \  Quanapo- 
witt, Joanna,  48^  43;  Quanajwwitt, 
John,  48J  Quanapowitt,  Tliomas,  46 ; 
Rouley,  48  ;  Rumney  Marsh,  George, 
see  IVenepoy  kin ;  Rumney  Marsh, 
James  [Quanapowitt,  J.tmcs;  Mumin- 
quash], 46^  48J  Rumney  Marsh, 
Thomas,  49;  Rumney  Marsh,  Widow, 
42 ;  Sajjamorc  George,  st-e  H'enepoy- 
kin;  Sagamore  James  [Montowam- 
pate], 33,  38,  40i  Sagamore  John,  see 
lVi>tii>fiittjua/iam  :  Santisho  of  Packa- 
chooge,  417  ;  Sarah  [  W.-»ttaquatii- 
nusk],  41,  50J  Shiner,  Hannah,  413, 
426;  Squa  Sachem,  3 ^-^7,  40.  4 1 ,  45. 
J^;  Su  George  [Petagoonaquah],  41, 
50j  Susanna,  see  ^«  6V<'r^v  ;  Tom,  417  ; 
Tommoquin,  48 ;  Tontohquon,  John, 
41  ;  Tookuwom])bait,  Daniel,  48; 
Waabaquin  [Magus,  John],  48^  50 ; 
Waban,  Old,  47-40  :  Waban,  Thomas, 
49 ;  Wanapanafjuin,  the,  41 ;  Wanna- 


lancet,  45_;  Wattanoh,  Samuel,  40 ; 
Wattaquatiinusk,  Sarah,  41.  ^o_; 
Wattatinusk,  41;  Webcowet,  33-3  ;  ; 
Welcome,  Ann,  400.  401  ;  Wcncpoy- 
kin  [George  No  No^e ;  Rumney 
Marsh,  George;  Sagamore  George), 
3i  IS. -18,40-46,  4^-1;'  ;  Wcnuchus,  38; 
William,  48;  Wonohaquaham  [Sag- 
amore John],  20,  33.  37-40.  42:  Wos- 
samegon,  35,  36  ;  Vawal.».  41,  Jil 

Indians,  Christian,  see J'r.iyin^. 

Indians,  Praying,  45.  46,  49. 

Indian  trails,  i^,  20,      7-.  89.  92,  125. 

Indian  tribes,  etc,  Agamcnticus  [York], 
30;  Agawams  [Ipswich],  30.  36  ;  Abe- 
naquis,  30^  Leominster,  Massa- 
chusetts, 30, 36^  Xarragansetts,  37-39 ; 
3'2.  3201  3il ;  Natick,  26,  4>.  42j  42- 
go ;  Naumkeags  [Salem],  30_;  Nii>- 
mucks,  30.  36,  43.  42.  i2i  izh 
341  ;  I'awtuckcts,  30,  32.  33,  43,  42 : 
Pennacooks  [Concord,  N.  11],  30J 
Pequots,  38;  Piscataways,  30^  Pokano- 
kcts,  36;  Tarratines,  30.  32.  33.  38 ; 
Wamcsit,  43,  46;  Wampanoags,  36. 

Indian  villages,  20^  (jfi. 

Inhabitants, etc..  Lists  of,  ^  66»  2^  376, 

489-  42Z>  I12i  S33.  534.  006^  602.  659, 
660.  663,  66.i ;  b-iyonet  roll,  719,  720 ; 
minute  men,  744  ;  negroes,  425 ;  sol- 
diers, 323-328,  70'-7'7- 
Inman,  Sarah,  6S2, 

Inmates  and  new  comers,  cautions 
against,  4»o-4i2.  743. 

Innholders,  Victuallers,  etc.,  Bucknaro. 
Jacob,  6S1  ;  Bucknam,  Joses.OSo  ;  Call, 
Thomas.  SS,  116:  Foster,  Robert.  673, 
674 :  Hanidcn,  Ebenczcr,  6S1  ; 
liathornc,  John,  115,  116,  137,  152 ; 
Hill,  Abraham,  n6,  i_i2i  A^d ;  Hill, 
Charles,  359,  383,  424.  670-672  :  Hill, 
Isaac.  206,  286,  343. 36^  4^7.  iS2i  46 S. 
467.  669,  670 ;  Hill.  Jacob,  117.  668  ; 
Hill,  Sarah,  LI2.  668^  670  ;  Kcilell. 
James,  168,  4S7.  670.  672,  67;  :  New- 
hall,  Daniel.  627.  677.  718  ;  Newhall, 
John,  678.  709;  Newhall,  Sarah,  627. 
677.  67S ;  Newhall,  Thomas,  677 ; 
Parker,  Samuel,  680 :  Porter,  Jon- 
athan, 62S ;  Rudge,  John  [Thomas], 
6S1;  Rudge,  Kathcrine.6&i ;  Skinner, 
Thomas,  tig,  1 16.  i S2 :  Spraguc, 
Jonathan,  6S0 ;  Spraguc, Samuel.  118; 
Stowcr,  John,  6&1 ;  Slower,  Richard, 
290,  36 ^,  429:  Slower,  Samuel,  6S1 ; 
Sweetser,  Benjamin,    6S1 ;  Sweelser, 
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Samuel,  6Sa;  Waitc,  Samuel,  679 : 
Waite,  Stephen,  622  ;  Waite,  William, 
679. 

Instructions.  _J4£.  ^  726,  U^i^TJ^ 
739- 

Instructions  of  1776,  compared  with  call 

of  1689,  ^ 
Ipswich  Hamlet,  Mass.,  264. 
Ipiwich,  Mass..  30,  167.  171,  188,  196, 

24 S.  ^^7.  ^oz.-ti  ^■V0.464.477.6oS-6u. 
Ireland.  ^38.  j^zg,  800.  822x 
Ireland.  William,  272. 
Irish  Charity,  the.  28-329. 
Irving  Street.  M.,  LLZi  .^82,  649.  672. 
Island  Entl  [Moulton's  Island],  ^  81, 
4^  its. 

Island  End  River  (Chelsea  Creek],  37, 

55,  56.  62,  z«: 
Island  Hill,  56,  44  V 
Isles  of  Shoal.s,  261. 
Ithancester,  England,  3. 

Jackson,  David.  207  ;  Jonathan,  22Z ! 

Manus,  26j  William,  727- 
Jacob  Pr.itt's  Path. 
James,  Gaudy,  76,  387  ;  Thomas,  fifi. 
"  Jamestfjwn."  the,  329. 
Java,  X.  Y.,  819 
Jeffrey,  William, 
Jeffries,  John, 

Jenkins.  Abigail.  660;  Edward,  819; 
Enoch,  Siq:  Ezekiel,  21  s.  366,  367, 
32£:  32ii  JZL  5'o»  602^  603.  606,  628^ 
688,  205.  ^  722.  Z30.  734.  737.  2i2i 
744.  758.  820 :  Jemima,  222*  J"*'' 
260.  30i,  318,3^;  John,  152. 628j  652, 
707.  7  )0.  744.  820;  Joseph,  iio^  628. 


707.  7t9,  744.  820:  Lemuel,  260.  365- 

■I67,  372.  373. 322: 1^  SI£i  ^(ie&i 


Nathaniel,  354. 460.  siQ,  62s.  ^26,  628- 
630,  6S8,  741,  743.762.819:  autograph, 
625 ;  Obadiah,  34^  3^  .177.  178.  4^6. 
M3i  Sill  52Zi  *^7.  663,  680;  Sarah, 
625  ;  Thomas.  804.  820. 
Jenkins- Rand  Mouse,  20^  illustration, 
630. 

Jennison,  Nath.inicl.  422. 
*'  Jenny,"  the,  ^22^  798.  799. 
"  Joanna  Oliver's  Close,"  493. 
John  Pratt's  Pl.iin, 

Johnson,  Itenjamin,  709,  713:  Edward, 
39,  6S,  139.  144.  307  ;  his  notice  of  the 
church  gathering.  104.  136  ;  Isaac,  320. 
{21.  820 :    James,  820;   John.  4^9; 


Rebecca,  335 ;  Thomas.  707  :  William, 
62.  68^  22j  2^  9^.  3^  322-  ^ 


Johnson,  Edward,  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Laws,  169-177. 
Johnson's  Plain,  JZ,  2^  lili- 
Jones,  Dudley,  82a  ;  Edward,  53,  6ij  62^ 

68^  2I1  86..        J**^"  79^>  803 ; 

John  Coffm,  ^2^;  William,  704- 
Joseph  Waite's  Plain,  3(j8. 
Josselyn,  John,  his  observations,  25. 
Judsoit,  Rev.  Adoniram,  484. 
Jurymen,  360. 

"  Kathfri.n  e  of  Dubli.n,"  the,  328. 
Keayne,  Anna,  208 ;  Robert,  43,  44.  84, 

03,  178. 208. 
Keayne  Farm,  42i  3^5- 
Kelly,  Henry,  7621  Sm 
Kendall,  England,  182. 
Kenicott,  Roger,  260.  317,  32s. 
Kennebec  River,  ii.  LZi  6S9,  703. 
Kennebunk,  Me.,  646. 
Kent,  .  670 ;  Agnes,  238;  Iknjamin, 

455.  590;   Sarah,  654;   Smith,  2:^ 

804. 

Kernwood  Club,  378. 

Ketchering.  Joseph.  6£l. 

Kettell,  Eliz.ibeth,623  ;  James,  i6S^  399, 

406.  409.  iiZi  660,  661.  670,  672.  673. 

224,  225,  222.  LJO.  "34.  736.  7  ^^740. 

258,  26oi  John.  322,  252  :  iy^^^f  660; 

Richard,  61^  67^  ^  ;  Sarah,  670- 
Key,  John,  820. 
Killingly,  Conn.,  398. 
Kindcrhook,  N.  Y.,  713.  714. 
Kingston,  C'anada,  700. 
Kingston,  N.  IL  479.  637. 
King  William's  War,  684. 
Kinsalc,  Ireland,  802. 
Kissick,  William,  786. 
Kittrcdge,  Dr.  John,  71  ^.  716. 
Knight,  Joseph.  663  ;  Mary,  818  ;  Philip, 

Si: 

Knights,  Lydia,  423.  424 ;  Simon,  419, 
4-1.  424. 

Knower,  Abigail.  660  :  Daniel,  663.  707. 

708,  719.   80^,  821 :    Edward.   708 ; 

Elizabeth.  146;   (Icorge.  67,  S3.  8g, 

112,  122,  489 ;  John.  708.  713.  720; 

Jonathan,  233.  340.  J77:  ilZi  M2i 

';4',  606,  663.  708,  821  ;  Mary,  663; 

Phfbc.  663.   708 ;  Sarah,  345.  392 ; 

Thom.-u,  6ii  6S,  663. 
Knowles.  Rev.  John,  172. 
Knox,  Adam.  S3 4- 

"  Lady  W  ASiii.Nr.TON,"  the,  S05. 
La  Have,  N.  S.,  786. 
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Lahornc,  Flora,  t02,  3S7.      ;  Rowland, 


6g,  20,  88, 83.  i_o£.  3^7.  38 S. 
Lake  George,  706. 
Lake  Ontario,  7C0. 
Lambert,  John,  804. 

Lamson,  David,  74    746 ;  Joseph,  313, 
325^  ■145-  35^.  3<>3.  .3^4.  ,177,  .17^.  .194. 
433.  ilili  490.  iOi  607. 
Lancaiiter,  Mass.,  302,  323. 
Landing  I'laces,  Charle.^town's  at  Sandy 
Hank,  iia  201.  379.  380 ;  Moulton's 
Island,  382,  432,  445,  446.  461  ;  Sandy 
Bank,  (M,  qq,  102,  loj),  no,  382, 
462  ;  Sprague's  Bank,  22;  Wormwood 
Point,  382,  429-432.  44 S.  462. 
Lands  given  for  iiurth  meeting  house, ' 
512  ;  south  meeting  house,  528  ;  school 
at  Scadan,  627. 
Land  Titles,  obscurity  in  early,  2^4 ; 

Indian,  51,  52,  388,  389. 
Land-ways,  62,  Qc.  97. 
Lane.  Anna.  207  ;  Edward,  21, 2cS ;  Job, 
20.  22-  ilZ.  20i,  205.  2I_2,  21';.  30',  377 


380,  406,  41O.  438  ;  his  farms,  20»  212, 
406. 

Larkin,  Edward,  ^6,  421 ;  John,  799. 
Larrabec,  John,  317.  32s ;  Stephen,  442. 

606;  William,  3251  333,  346. 
Larry,  Jerry,  8ai. 

Lathrop,  Ellen,  188,  2^7 ;  Thomas,  257, 
3251 3»7- 

Latin  Accidence,  Cheever's,  iSq,  224- 
"  Lawes  and  Libertyes  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,"   prepared,    171-176 ;  printed, 
176-177  ;  copies  unknown,  177-178  ; 
supplements  and  later  editions,  178, 

122. 

Lawrence,  Henry,  60^  61^  (Sh 

Laws.   Massachusetts,    of    1648,  see 

Massiuhust-tis  I.axt's. 
I-each,  Robert,  ^  26. 
Learned,  Jaiic,  146;  William,  59, 68. 
Lebanon  Street,  M.,  Mel.,  21t  92i  373- 

MZi  754- 
Lechford.  Thomas,  82.  83. 
I.€e  &  Sewall.  795. 

Lee,  Jcssf,  5Sr) ;  Mercy,  489 ;  .Samuel, 
304- 

"  Lee."  the.  785-791. 

Leicester.  Mass  .  412.  473-476.  603.  677, 

709:  Maiden  families  there.  474.  475- 
I.enthal].  Mary.  16. 
Leominster  Indians,  sec  Indian  tribes. 
Leonard,  (it-orgc.  5S3. 
Lcverctt.  John.  ^S,  140.  Igl,  294.  4t6. 
Lcvclt,  ,  lii. 


Lewis,  ,  2O0 ;  Alonzo,  his  errors  in 

relation  to  Indians,  ^  ^Sj  Ezekiel, 

SS9;  John,  60.  67,       102,  lo^^  232. 

399.  <«Oi  Mary,  2J2i  Mercy, 

Samud,  £52:   il8.   35^.  358^  378; 

Thomas,  4  \z. 
Lewis's  Bridge.  04.  oS.  loii  loj,  322. 41L 

lii  436,  4>S--4S:.  459.  500.  503.  505. 

506,  joS^        £16,  5jo,        623.  641 

649.  6;    7';4.  766. 
Lewis's  Creek,  see  ILtri'fWs  Brwk,  457. 
Lewis's  Hill  [Bailey 's  Hili|,  99. 
Lcxinglon,  77s.  822  ;  Alarm.  206.  316, 

405,  652.  622,  74  3-749,  7  '>3,  206^ 

77^.  7S5- 
"  Liberties,  Body  of,"  i62i  171. 
Lil>erty  Hill,  437. 

Liliie,  Abigail,  32^1  George,  333J  Jane, 

333;  Theophilus,  727. 
Lincoln,  Benjamin.  766 :  William,  708, 

213: 

Lincoln,  Mass  .  412,  769. 

Linden  [District],  64,  92. 

Lindsey,  Elea/er,  702.  756-7^8. 

Linwood  Avenue,  Mel..  38. 

Little,  Rev.  Daniel,  6^2 ;  George,  802; 

Moses,  743. 
Little  Island, 85. 

Livingston,  Agnes,  40$;  Robert,  406. 
Ixickyer,  Dr.   ,  his  pills,  243 ;  his 

epitaph.  243. 
Ivondon  Company,  grant  to,  14. 
Long  Island  [Boston],  789. 
Long  Island,  N.  V.,  470. 
Long  March,  the,  321. 
Long  Meadow,  GQj  20j  TAi  05: 
Ix)ng,  Michael,  i^j,  Robert,  60.  62.  68, 

112,  117. 
Long  I'ond.  36S,  443. 
Long  Pond  Meadow,  371,  380. 

Ix>rd,   ,  708.  709.  711. 

"  Lord  Howe,"  the,  789- 
Lord's  Supper,  the,  597,  598. 
Louisburg,  406,  439,  686.  6S7.  690,  699. 

700. 

Louisburg  Square,  Mel.,  ^ 

Lovell,  John,  655,  742 ;  Solomon,  794, 

795- 

Lowden,  Richard,  2^^ 

Low.  John,  Sii  ;  William.  744.  SiL 

Luddington,  Helen,  146;  William.  87, 

Liint,  Ann,  i8i_,  132:  Henry,  i&L 
Lusher,  Eleazer.  139,  144. 
Lyman,  Phineas.  699;  Theodore,  646. 
Lyme  Street,  M.,  418. 
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"  Lynch,"  the,  786^  7S8. 

Lyiidc,  ,414.417  ;  Benjamin.  50$.  50S, 

51 5.  677.  744.  iiii  ;  Charlestown, 
821 ;  Llizabcth,  ^JZ?  Jabcz,  649,  6^9. 
7 JO,  744.  i>.M  :  Jacob,  2i  ^  7<^; 
John,  €^  222,  311,  2^2:  303.  i£it 
32=.  iiii  ILL  352.  353.  159.  177.  VM, 
322.  43^.  462.  42jL  ll^  ^  ^ 
7tS;  Jonathan,  769,  Sj  1  ;  Joseph,  7^, 
20.1.  211.  147.  168.  \12,  x\  .^7S,  377. 
31/^'  i22«  42i  liii  41Si  i^o,  ^  443. 
4S2.  473.  iS^i  502,  510,  521,  544,  565, 
5S9,  60O,  60S,  626,  ji^  1^  74S,  821 ; 
Judith,  394  :  l.ydia.  ^ o ;  Mary,  C60  ; 
Nathan,  a^z^ >.  70S.  7 :o,  740,  744,  760, 
775,  776.  821  ;  Nathaniel,  7^;  Kachel, 
660 :  Samuel,  8;r  ;  Thomas,  61^  66, 

(>LLLk^92i  9Az'I^  'JZ:l£h  UniUL 
13S.  152-154,  202^  211,  3^  25^  252. 

308.  30C2.  318,332.  ILL  168.  >90.  428. 
S04.  S'o.  SI 2. 606.  6vS8. 
I.yndc  Houses,  ^3.  98,  7^55  ;  illustration. 
U 

Lynde  Street.  Md.,  98. 

LynnAcld,  Mass.,  406.  709 

Lynn,  Mass.,  33.  41^  4:\  ^o,       72:  52=1 

23,  iOL  LLii  UZj  'S:?-'S4.  ii8. 

207.        240^  223,  £24i        3»i.  114. 

IIL  33<'.  360.  385.  402,  405,  415:  116, 

43^.  4512-  5'""'  ilZi  ^ISh  637.  652,  63^. 

632.  t66.  zoL  202,  70';-707.  Z02i  Ziii 

718.  7>o.  7S'.  753.  759.  822. 
Lynn  .Street,  M  ,  22- 
Lyon,  Richard,  150- 

McClure,  Rev.  Alexander  W.,  221.  23-^ 
2^  286,  2fij.  i22i  S§2.  ^  ;  his 
cslitnaic  of  Mr.  Matthews,  142. 

Mackenzie  [.McnziesJ.  ,790. 

McLanc,  John,  Sii 

McLean,  ,  794. 

MLMasters,  James,  222  :  Patrick,  727. 
McNicl,  Hector,  792,  793. 
McSparran,  Rev.  James,  zj^  547,  ^ 
McWatcr.  John.  5S8. 
Mader,  Samuel,  i^o. 
Madison  Street.  M..  99,  201 , 399, 400, 409, 
4'0.  4>^ 

Magos,  John.       50^  Pompey.  426,  427. 

821  ;  Sally.  i26,77S. 
Maine,  671.  68 

.Main  Street,  E.,  M.,  Mel.,  56:73.  90.  94, 
lot^  loj,  H2,  162,  16.S,  3S2,  374. 
382.  m<  439,  433.  441.  44  5.  4S^>. 
437,  4861  422:  m-  SiOi  S9i  596,  61  5. 
65S,  672,  674.  67  s.  755.  S02.  834. 


Maiticema,  Patrick, 

Maiden,  incorrect  form  of  Maldon,  £2, 
III,  112;  Johnson's  notice  of,  104 ; 
separation  from  Charlestown,  io6-i  13; 
Maverick's  notice  of,  ijj^  ;  plan  of, 
834- 

Malden  Bounds,  with  Rumney  Marsh,  ^ 
early  northern  limit,  22;  eastern  limit, 
8q;  with  Charlestown,  loS,  113,  497 ; 
western  limit,  108.  633  ;  straitncss  of, 
300;  greatest  extent,  498,  499 ;  plan, 
834- 

Maiden  Bridge,  83,  322:  4i£.  iiZi  ^ 

Maiden  Church,  tir.st  services,  104 : 
Josselyn's  notice,  loj ;  John.son's  no- 
tice, 104.  136;  gathering  of,  105-107, 
131  ;  ordains  Mr.  Matthews,  136; 
called  to  answer  by  the  Court,  145 ;  its 
answer,  148-151  ;  fined,  151;  petitions 
for  relief,  161-163  ;  a  portion  of  the 
fine  abated,  163. 

Maiden  Farm  (.see  HWusUr  3in<.\  SArrws- 
I'liry),  212^  302-304.  361,  428,  540,  585- 
589,  591,  5<)2,  652 ;  giant  of  l.ooo  acres. 
302-304 ;  plan  mentioned,  302,  5S7  ; 
fac-sunile  of  plan,  5S7. 

Maiden  .Mill  Brook,  ^  323,  376^  378. 
380. 

Maiden,  N.  V.,  563. 

Maiden  presented  and  fined,  for  bridges, 
456.  457  ;  highway.s,  1  iS.  ministry,  465- 
470.  472 ;  scales  and  weights,  1 18 ; 
schooLs.  601.  602.  604-606.  617.  618  ; 
stocks,  1 18. 

Maiden  Public  Library,  5S0,  675, 

Maiden  River,  see  North  Kner. 

Maiden  Turnpike,  2lL 

Maldon,  F.ngl.md,  1-12,  75,  i66.  833 ; 
view  oi,froiiiisf>ie((  ,  its  early  history, 
I  ;  destroyed  and  rebuilt,  3;  origin  of 
its  name,  3;  battle  of,  4;  churches 
built,  6j  free  school  and  library,  8_[  its 
present  condition,  113 ;  town-hall,  m 
[illustration,  l|;  municipal  history, 
10 ;  its  heraldry,  LI ;  name  brought  to 
New  Lngland, 

Maldon,  Thom.ns,  S. 

Malony.  James.  822. 

Manly.  John,  785,  7S6.  22?,  703.  795.708. 

Manning's  Moon  Island,  see  ^fo0n  Island. 

Manser  House.  408-410- 

Manser,  John,  708,  822 ;  Martha,  404 , 

Thomas.  336,  338,  332.  J98.  4oS-4'p, 

659.  70S. 
Mansfield,  Mass.,  37S. 
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Mantell,  Robert, 
Maplewood  [District],  6^ 
Maplewoud  Square,  M.,  2£. 
Marblchcad,  Mass.,  3^  4ii  42i  5^  360, 
412,  641.  64Q.  679,  743,  786,  787,  788. 

790,  Z9i.  Z2L  §£2: 
Marble  [MirableJ,  Klizabeth,  Ij6 ;  John, 

Si  ili  iiLi^.  S04.  S^^:  William, 

119.  130.  I  s8. 
Marcharmes,  Llllcn,  IPS- 
March,  John,  jO,  78. 
Mareati,  John,  769. 
Marion,  John,  274.  275. 
Marked  Trees  [Written  Trees],  65,  78, 

Marllmrough,  Mass.,  ^^04 .  ;  iS,  3-7,  809. 
Marrow,  Dr.  Ebcnezer,  689,  696, 703-7 1 3, 
7'7.7l8. 

Marshall.  Edward,  333,  372  ;  John, 
763;  Josiah,  6iS,6icii  Mary,  332-334, 
362,321;  Thomas,  97. 

Marshall  .'Street,  M.,  9'- 

Marshfield,  Mass.,  649. 

Marsh  .Street,  M.,  22i 

Martha's  Vineyard, 

Martin.  Abig.iil,  334,  335;  John,  66»  761 

123.  325,  352.  35^1  <^9.  62°.  709; 
autograph,  357  i  Susanna,  326 ; 
Thomas,  ^i.  Z^k 

Martinique,  J24.  507,  799. 

Mason,  John,  17. 

Maspenock  Pond,  48. 

Massachusetts  Archives,  see  Archh>ts. 

Massachusetts  liay,  lands  granted  to 
Oldham  and  Dorrell,  i6j  grant  of 
1628,  i6j  grant  to  Marquis  of  Hamil- 
ton, 12;  charter  to  (Jovernor  and 
Company  of,  \J_^  government  a  hier-  ' 
archy,  iSj  the  country, its  climate  and 
products,  20-29. 

Massachusetts  I^ws  of  1G4S,  see  Joseph 
//tils  :  F.ihi'itrJ  Johnson  ;  Litwfs  £it 
/.ib€rty(s. 

"  Massachusetts,"  the.  .804,  St  1;,  820.  822. 

8 28, 829 ;  loss  of.  Soi;. 
Master  [.Mister,  .Mr  ],  a  title  of  honor, 

307. 

Mather,  Rev.  Cotton.  31^  126,  191,  196. 
i<>8,  222.  2^7,  243.  244,  2t;o,  26 3.  265, 
266,  26S,  2(w).  2"4--76.  290,  292.  294. 
307.  337,  342  :  hi.-,  sermon  on  Wiggles- 
worth,  292.  294 :  Rev.  Increase,  1S9, 
244,  262-26 268,  269.  271.  272.  287, 
22ii  306,  32S,  330,  337  ;  Rev.  Nathan- 
iel. 3 28;  Rev.  Richard,  131  ;  Rev. 
Samuel,  568,  5-3. 


Matthews,  James,  6^;  Katherine,  131, 
158;  Manasseh,  1 59 ;  Matthew,  131  ; 
Michaiah,  1 58,  159;  .Mordccai,  1^9; 
William,  4  jS. 

Matthews,  Rev.  Marmaduke,  131-164. 
1^  2QO,  220,  r^}.  23S,  252^  3S7  ;  early 
life,  131-1;  ^ ;  ordained  at  Maiden. 
136;  accused  of  errors,  137  ;  his  an- 
swer, 13S-144;  fined  for  irregular 
ordination,  140 ;  his  confession  of 
errors,  147 :  fine  remitted,  1 55 ;  re- 
turns to  England,  158;  his  life  there 
and  death,  IS9,  160;  Wigglesworth's 
estimate  of,  163;  evil  effects  of  his 
pastorate,  187,  217,  219.  261,  266.  287- 

Maverick,  Ellas,  iS^  Ji).  ii :  Samuel,  iS^ 
SS.  s6;  his  fortified  house,  32^  ^ 
his  notice  of  Maiden,  125;  his  notice 
of  Rumney  Marsh,  27 A- 

Maxwell,  Rev.  Samuel, 

Mayhew,  Thomas,  3^ 

Mayhew's  House,  34. 

Maynard,  John,  1S4 

May.  Thomas,  3I9.  32<;. 

Mears,  Catherina,  620;  Samuel,  biSL. 

"  Meat  out  of  the  Eater,"  Emerson's, 
S37-S39  ;  facsimile  of  title-page,  537. 

"  Meat  out  of  the  Eater,"  Wigglesworth's, 
246-249 ;  facsimile  of  title-page,  247  ; 
its  popularity,  247. 

Medford  Bridge,  447-4 SS. 

Medford  Farm,  loS^  no. 

Medford  House,  3^ 

Medford,  Mass..  20,  25.  33^  521  5^.  2=1 
108,  1 12,  113.  214.  21  S.  2US,  313,  318, 
404.  407.  ALL  Hi  41k  426,  432.  447- 
4iSi  iS2..  ^  488,  424i  4f26i  49S.  422: 
568,  604.  620.  626.  62S.  633,  634,  642. 
632,  662^^6.  G62i  622i  688i  689^  623. 
697.  703.  7'S.  718,  220,  2IS1  748.  2iL 
7';^.  755-  152.  Z62t  Tll^  §ai^  S09.  810, 
834  ;  becomes  a  town,  52 .'  origin  of 
name,  57  ;  lands  between  Maiden  and. 
52J  meeting  house,  113;  members  of 
Maiden  church,  113;  straitness  of, 
634 ;  Charlestown  lands  annexed,  634. 

Medford  River,  4^ 

Metlford  Road,  21.  LLZi  35ii  2^  4S6. 
4';9.  4W6i  S.  743.  74 S,  748. 

Medford  Street,  M..  58. 

Medway,  M.iss.,  Cm. 

Meeting  Houses,  first,  24:  2^  27-  '  'Q- 
I20.  137.  203.  204 :  second,  204- 
216.  239,  240.  294.  387;  illustration. 
1 86:  first  sermon  in  second.  521  : 
third,  216,  382,  S16-525.  6to,  643-645 : 
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trouble  over  its  location,  500-517 ;  1 
land  given  for,  S'2 :  plan  of,  sztj ; 
fourth  [old  Hrick]  .^S7.  .^83,  433 ;  on 
Sargeant's  Hill,  ^56,  522^  528,  541; 
land  given  for,  528. 
Mein,  John,  727. 

Mellens  [Mt-ylin],  Deborah,  360;  James, 

360.  377.  4S9;  Simon,  30^  305.  (xn. 
Mellows,   ,  492 ;  Abraham,  6ij 

Edward.   6]j  68.  82^  2J«  »82 : 

Hannah,  182,  238,  679;  William,  1 1 1. 
Melrose  Highlands,  400.  633,  746,  834. 
Melrose.  Mass.,  2$.  34;  22i  So.  155.  3*4. 

368.  iZi:  4£5i  443.  44ii  500.  503.  624, 

633.  665,  801. 
Mendon.  Mass.,  48,  305,  321, 477.  619. 
Mendum,  William,  ii22. 
Menotomy  [West  Cambridge],  63,  720, 

745,  746 ;  capture  of  British  there, 

745.  746. 
Mcnzies  [Mackenzie),  789. 
Merrimac  River,  16,  18,  48^  301. 
Merritt,  Samuel,  40S.  752,  762.  773,  779. 
Merry  Mount,  i<2,  jr. 
Me  teal  f.  Rev.  Joseph,  463. 
Methodists,  589,  642. 
Mi  ldlese.x  Court,  M.,8fi. 
Middle.«cx  Fells,  20^  25,  55,  64,  375, 

3!^.  4 '3- 
Middlese.N  Street,  M.,  7X1  67 5. 
Micrs,  Francois,  638 ;  Jeanne,  698;  Paul, 

698. 

"  Milford,"  the.  zar. 

Military  affairs,  to  the  close  of  Philip's 
War,  307-330 ;  to  the  Revolution, 
683-7 20 ;  town  militia,  718-720;  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  736,  739-761,  763- 
Z21:  774-779,  781-7S3.  8o6-i>32. 

Mill  Creek  (South  River],  Q^. 

Mill  Dams,  375.438,  447.  675. 

Miller,  Rev,  John,  1  \z,  1 50;  Richard, 
6('> :  Rev.  William  T.,.757. 

Millinor,  Hannah,  378 ;  James,  71,  377, 

Mills,  665;  llarrett's,  675;  Coggan's, 
87,  loS;  Coytmore'a,  73,  86,  87,  94, 
1 16 :  Grovcr's,  446.  447  ;  Harvell's, 
439 ;  Lanes,  82J.  Long  Pond,  371  ; 
NLithcwb's,438;Odiornc's,  4£5;  South 
River,  24J  Sprague's.  82_i  Wheel- 
wright's, r>Si  ;  Tufts's,  8jO. 

Mill  Street,  .M.,  86^  445. 

Milton,  Mass.,  654,  655. 

Ministerial  Fund,  5S5,  589,  590,  652 ; 
Dc.xtcr's  bequest,  589;  transferred  to 
the  First  Parish,  59c. 


I  Ministry  Lands,  302-304,  541,  543.  544- 
560.  581,  582,  584;  Long  Pond  Mea- 
dow, j7>  ;  land  at  head  line,  371,  372, 
502  ;  see  MahUn  Farm. 
Minor,  Thomas, 

Minshall,  Sarah,  105 ;  William.  105, 
Minute  Men,  740,  744  ;  compensation  of, 
744- 

Mirable,  see  Marblt. 
Mishawum  [Charlestown],  »9,  38,  83, 
447- 

Mitchell,   ,  iij  ;   Donald  (i.,  233; 

F.li/abeth,  446 ;  John,  214.  446  ;  Rev. 
Jonathan,  19»,  197  ;  Thomas,  56^  214, 
346,  386,  446,  489.  6Qi» 
Mitchell's  Island,  2£.  446. 
Monadnock,  55^ 
Monckton,  Rol>ert,  690. 
Montcalm,  Marquis  dc,  699,  700- 
Montgomery,  Richard,  759. 
Montreal,  P.  Q  ,  700,  711. 
Moody,  Rev.  Joshua,  268.  269;  Mary, 
481.  567  ;  Rev.  Samuel,  479,  481,  635, 
636,  641. 
Moon  Island, 

Moore,  ,710. 

Morley.John,  llt 
MorrcU,  Edward,  132. 
Morris,  Rice,  6ij  §2^ 

Morse,  ,  710. 

Mortimer,  Mary,  2^ ;  Peter,  798. 
Morton,  Thomas,  i^.      38  ;  his  obscrva> 
tions,  zi^ 

Mosely,  Samuel,  JH-  3?2i  3-4-330.  321 
Mosquitoes,  ih. 

Moulton,  ,  3S6;  James,  360,  443, 

504^134.602:  Jane,  343;  John,  iku; 
Mary,  446 ;  Sarah,  345;  Thomas,  56^ 
SQ.  66.  81.  8^.  103,  III,  345.  360.  411. 
602. 

Moulton's  Island  [Island  End],  ^  56, 
81.  92.  101.  101.  260.  346,  382,  432, 
44  5.  446.  540,  602,  750 ;  wharf  at, 
44S 

Moulton-Mitchell  House,  446. 
Mountain  Avenue,  M.,  2i  S6,  167.  376, 

445 

Mount  Feakc, 

Mount  Prospect  [Wayte's  Mount],  20^  63, 

ZJi  Zi;  j<2:  ^ 
Mount  Vernon  Street.  M.,  368,  375. 

Mount  Washington,  see  Sn^nwon  Hill. 

Mount  Wollaston,  Wilson's  grant  there, 

Monsall,  Elizabeth,  327 ;  John,  6lj  62 ; 
Ralph,  6ij  66»  22^  109,  449. 
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Mower,  ,  47*;:  Ebenezer,  JOQ,  71.1. 

714  ;  Samuel,  510,  S2\. 
Muilge,  ,  -o^  Ceorgc,  326 ;  James, 

.>-S;  John,        21  5.  3 '9.  3^3.  .^62,  -,77. 

40^  ±j!i  i42i  Mi  52^1  5=1^  iHi  S33. 
606,  709 ;  Martlia,  264,  jS6,  406 ;  Marv, 
1 20,  70<) ;  SamutI,  700 ;  Thomas,  120, 
122,  26^,         J25.  326.  405 ;  Widow, 

■)  )7- 

Miiilye  Farm.  70.  406. 
Mugford,  James,  7^*6,  7S7,  791. 
Muiiroe.  Philemon,  775,  S?g. 
M  urdcr  Act,  736. 

Muster,  inhabitants  to,  739,  740,  742. 
Mu^^cy,  Iknjamin,      313-315,  326,  385. 
Mylcs,  Richard,  5S9. 
Mystic  Bridge,  447-43$- 
Mystic  Field  [Mystic  Side],  ^  ^  428- 
Mystic  [Medford],  ii  40,  ji^  44S,  4^ 
4 88  ;  ford  at,  20.  447.448. 

Mystic  Ponds,  32,  34.  ^j,  ^^i  Zii  3^ 

6SS;  lands  at,  divided,  65,  (jfL 
Mystic  River,  i^,  ^  £2^  ;^o-n.  3L  45i 

S7.  00.  101,  1 04.  113,  12!;.  26S,  290, 
3Q6,  447-455.  4i>8,  422i.  42ii  4*M.  4^/'. 
634.  749,  7';w;7.  829,  S-^o. 

Mystic  Side,  c;  rly,  r?^  ^2^  46, 
grant  to  Oldham,  i6j  first  explor.v 
tion,  open  and  lea-lands,  22j  first 
mentioned  as,  52i  Indian  deed,  34, 
^  ;  first  allotment,  s<>-6i ;  first  land- 
owner, 62j  first  settlers,  ^6,  Si  ;  hounds 
established,  So ;  great  allotment,  65- 
72 ;  Domesday  Book  of,  62J  early 
settlers,  foi-104. 

Mystic  Side,  later,  1 13,  486-49S ;  division 
of  commons,  488,  489;  inhabttanis, 
1664,483;  families,  1678, 482;  school. 
493-495  ;  annexed  to  Maiden,  494-498. 

Naiiant,  40- 

Nanacanacus,  grant  to  Joseph  Hills  at, 
182. 

"  Nancy,"  the,  799. 

Nanepashemet,  30^  Ji,  33, 48 ;  killed,  32  ; 

his  burial  place,  32. 
Nantaskct,  19.  30,  787-790,  795  ;  vessels 

captured  at,  78S-790. 
Narragansctt,  547. 
Narr.igansett  Bay,  771. 
Narragansett  Fight,  sec  Swamp  Fis^ht. 
Narragansctt,  No.  2^  32^,  324,  326-328. 
Nash,  Robert,  z6_;  William,  Ci,  67. 
Nassau,  Mary  James  Crane,  425;  Peter, 

424.  425;  SaJly  John  Sprague,  425. 


Natick  Indians,  sec  Imiiatt  tribes. 

Natick  [Nonantum],  £1^  £5,  47-50. 

Naumkcag  [Salem],  iS.  13^  40^  42^  447. 

Navy,  Maiden  in  the.  7.S4-S0S- 

Ncagles,  Micliacl,  628,  S22. 

Ncedham,  Mass.,  406. 

Negroes,  one  killed,  418 ;  number  in 
Maiden,  421;  free  blacks,  421;  from 
Africa  for  sale,  422  ;  one  hanged  for 
arson,  522  ;  sec  Sluves. 

Negroes  —  Bacchus,  750;  Barjina,  Zip- 
orah,  426:  Bassett,  Sami»on.  426 ; 
Brahma.  414.  42  s:  Bristol.  426 ;  C»sar, 
4 '9.  4-5-  427  ;  ^"ato.  424,  4265^  4-7; 
Dick,  323  ;  Dinah,  42 s.  427  ;  Dover, 
426 :  Ebedmelcck,  416  ;  Emerson,  Bil- 
hah,  426  ;  Fair.  Mary.  4^2  ;  Flora,  422  ; 
Fortune,  426:  Freeman,  Titus,  6'>4  ; 
Grainmcr,  425 ;  Hannah,  42G :  Harden 
[Harding],  Samuel,  427,  817 :  HarrA-, 
323  ;  Hills,  Prince, 426. 427.  8iS  :  Jack. 
41S.  427;  James.  425;  JetTrey.  4">-4-»  : 
Jenny,  4'7.4'<).  4-5  i  John,  425;  Jupi- 
ter. 412,  4^6  :  Knights,  Lvdia,  42^,424  ; 
Knights  -Simon.  419.  42  ^  424  ;  Lydia. 
323  ;  Lynde,  C'harIestown,S2i  ;  Lynde. 
Katie,  423 ;  Magos,  Ponipey,  426,  427. 
778,  82 1 :  M.-igos,  Sally.  426,  77S; 
Mareri  r-Maria],  426;  Margaret  [I'fg'. 
419,  42  >,  427  ;  Mary,  412  ;  Slercar.425  : 
Mercury,  416 ;  N.issau,  Mary  J  m>es 
Crane.  425 ;  Nassau,  Peter,  424.  42 >  ; 
Nassau.  Sally  John  -Sprngue,  425 ; 
Oliver.  Aaron.  427 ;  Perkins,  Peter, 
425  ;  Peter,  TQt^  ^  ^  423 ;  Phel>e, 
419.-  I'hyllis,  412,  4Lti 4^5.  426 ;  Pomp. 
419 ;  Pomp.  Ephraim,  422.  423 ; 
Quonso,  Titus,  660.  664  ;  Rcl)ccca,  42  Ll 
Roger,  427 ;  Saco,  Cuffc.  412 ;  Saco, 
Deborah,  412,  413,  426 ;  Sambo,  425; 
Samson,  378 ;  Samuel,  426;  Scipio, 
427  ;  Tar  mar..  426 ;  Titus,  427.  70S; 
Tobia,  425 ;  Tom,  420.  421  ;  Toney, 
41 3  ;  Tower,  410 ;  Turan,  ;  Violet, 
419,  421;,  426;  Walker,  Quork,  422 ; 
Welcome,  Jack,  400.  401  ;  Welcome, 
Thankful,  400 ;  Welcome,  William, 
400,  401 :  Wheatley,  Phyllis,  419; 
Worster,  412.  426;  Ziporah,  425. 

Nelson,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  103. 

Nelson's  Hill,  loj.  527. 

Neponset,  Mass.,  i^i 

Neutrals,  French,  see  French  Xeutrals. 

New  Bedford,  Mass  ,  574- 

Newberry,  Tryal,  210,  305, 322,  326,  370. 
377. 
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Newbury,  Ma&s.,  1S2.  184.  sCt.  307.  477. 

470.  7'0.  716.  7S0- 
Ncwburyport,  Mass.,  206,  zSs,  (146,  656, 

Newcastle,  Penn.,  i;7a 

New  Ct>iners,    cautions    against,  see 

himatts. 

Newell,  Timolhy,  7S7- 

Newfoundland,  2o.:. 

Newgate  House, 

Newgate,  John.  £j,  ^ 

Newhall,  Barnabas,  7i)0;  Bernard,  744. 
804.  ili:;  l)ai>iv:l.  460.  S'o.  546.  6o<^>. 
627.  670.  677.  t'7S.  70<).  7  iS  ;  Edward, 
167,  400.  X>\-  744.  iii-t;  Klizabcth, 
267 ;  KNthcr,  £62 !  Ezra,  709,  Hiiz  ; 
John,  67S,  70f),  .S23;  Joseph,  70c), 
7 10 :  Nchcmi.ih,  Sj^  ;  Kebecca,  iTkS  : 
.Samuel,  ;i  1.  2  \  >.  ',76,  460.  4'^-.  S05< 
Sio,  3I J.  70'>.  710;  Sarah,  627.  677. 
67S;  Thomas,  t6S.  202,  267,  303,  326, 
340.  iiL  3^  J'^"^.  ro-37:^.  176.  377. 
379.  iiii  i?i2i  470,  4IL  iZi  iZi: 
6of>.  614.  616.  677.  7i8. 

Newhall  ."street,  .M.,  ^ 

New  Hampshire,  637,  794,  803  ;  highway 
to,  21 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  1S8,  196,  236,  251, 

252,  2<'iO.  27  I  ■ 

New  Hockley  Hole,  Q-^ 

New  Ipswich,  N.  LLi^^. 

New  London,  Conn.,  ig^.  243. 

Newman,  Kcv.  Samuel,  281. 

Newport,  K.  Li  46^.  7:i- 

Newton,  .Amos, 

Newton,  .\l:i,>s,,  6;i.  769. 

New  Yolk,  62.  S7'.  743.  76^-768,  770, 

793.  797.  799- 
Ni.ijjara,  6->ii. 

Nichols.   .  47S :   .Agnes,  401.  40;. 

40(>.  6S7  ;  .Andrew  I).,  435 ;  Henjamin, 
4t7 :    Dorcas,  Sjj    Ebcnezer,    43 > : 

James,  u^.  j>2,  372.  v'>'^>-V)'. 

4^1.  82 \ ;  Jemima,  419.  (^1 ;  John, 

5_},^i21,£5<2-ll>Z:  534.663,^ 
68S,  7t9.  7 so.  77'j.  S23 :  John  Smith, 
83,  Soo.  So  I  ;  Mary,  38*;  ;  Nathan,  S^, 
360;  .Nathaniel,  34 377,  406,  407. 
4i9.  S04.  607.  610.  (>S7 ;  Samuel,  4  V). 
(>S-.  710;  .S.-jrah,  (VS?. 

Nicliols  Farm.  7  S4- 

Nichols's  Hill.  8v  42S. 

Nichols  House.  Sjj  Indian  killed  in, 
53;  Natltaniel  Nichols,  4  ^9. 

Nichols  Land  A«>snciation,  8j[. 

Nichols  Street,  IC.  43s. 


Noddle's  Island,  itj,  56,  312,  313,  316, 
battle  of,  751. 

Nonanium,  sec  tXaluk. 

Northampton,  England,  105. 

Northampton,  Mass.,  1S3,  471. 

North  Carolina,  619,  ('13-. 

North  [Maiden]  Ki\er,  22.  54,  >s.  S7.  S8. 
62-65,  69,  7'.  90.  95'  '03.  'oS.  LLkiZ^ 
427.  422,  4^  487^  488,  422,  iJiS;  ^ 
623,  830. 

North  Spring,  2j,  102.  109,  382,  429. 

North  Varmuuih,  Me.,  3S6. 

Norton,  Francis.  68^  -    \  1 2.  3*7,  449. 

N«)rton,  Mass.,  317. 

Norwi>od,  Peter,  823. 

NoiwockI  .'street,  E.,  2Ij  'QQ- 

Norwottockc    [Nanotuck],    grant  to 

Joseph  Hills  at,  1S3. 
Nova  Scotia,  (kS^,  6S9-601,  695, 

699-702.  704.  707.  286,  Ziiii 
Nowell,  Increase,  j^,  5^  52»  ^  66. 

6S.  6«).  7L  85.  Oj.  04.  96,  108,  LIZ,  I3S. 

1 39,  172.  178.  tSo;  grant  to,  57^  58^ 

79,  85,  102.  108.  iQij,  21  s,  4S7  ;  I'ariiell, 

58;  Samuel.  263. 
Nowell's  Creek,  4S7. 
Noycs.  Thomas,  303,  587. 

O  vKES,  Deborah,  66^ ;  Edward,  163.  32s, 
226,  82^;  Jonathan.  53^  583.  585.  525. 
■;96,  7  ',0.  79S-S00.  vSo4,  S23  ;  auto- 
graph, 79S:  Nehemiah,  2J4.  Zlij  7'>'^. 
823;  Thomas,  222^  iZL  11°^  iil> 
436,  4^1*),  504.  512,  (oT,.  (o- :  Dr. 
Thomas,  275;  Uriah,  41 1.  66 1,  674, 719. 

Z2j; 

Oakes's  Corner,  Fl.,  lijQ. 

Oak  drove  [District].  6^^  375.  378. 

Ddlin.  ,  431. 

Old  French  War.  £iSfi. 
Oldham,  John.  1^ 

Oliver,  Aaron.  S23;  Andrew,  <02,  724 ; 
Joanna  T.,  3<  o,  4'j3  :  John,  273.  274, 
407,  590,  663;  Nathaniel,  2C'S.  ; 
Robert.  769,  823  ;  Samuel,  823:  Sarah, 
660:  Thomas,  294,  470;  William,  J26. 
663. 

Oliver's  Close,  493. 
Oliver's  Farm,  4  ^5. 
O'Neal,  John,  782,  823. 
Oneida,  N.  Y.,  714. 

Ordinations,  liunker,  238  ;  Checvcr,  2^9; 
Clcaveland,  568  ;  Emerson.  479 :  Mat- 
thews, 13s,  136 ;  Parsons.  4-1:  Stimp- 
son,  535  ;  Thacher.  653.  654  ;  Wiggles- 
worth,  Hj;;  Willis,  573. 
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Osborne,  Sarah,  146;  Thomas,  107,  141, 

\(m. 

Osgood.  Rev.  David,  6^;  Rev.  James, 

3^  John,  22; 
OsMcgo,  N.  Y.,  6qq. 
Otiaficld,  Me.,  Si 8. 
Otis.  Harrison  Gray,  65S' 
Otter  Creek,  Vt ,  646. 
Overseers  of  the  minister's  wood,  359. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  .^4.1,  .361,  402. 
Owner-.'  marks  on  cattle,  "S^z,  .153- 
Oxenhridge,  Rev.  John,  654. 
0.xford.  Mass..  588. 
Oxford  University,  England.  131. 

Page,  Edward,  ^ 

Paige,  Anna,  joq:  Nicholas,  207-207, 

211.  21  s,  289,  377 ;  autograph,  J07 ; 

his  gift  to  the  church,  2qS. 
Paine.    Abigail,   5^ ;    Ebencier,  744. 

Sj4  :   Edward.  160 ;   Elizabeth,  331. 

332  ;  James.  824 ;  John,  407^  48J,  437^ 

504.  Hi  5-46>  SZ2i  S24i  645.  66j,  212. 
824 ;  Joseph,  663,  720:  Josiah,  824 ; 
Mary,  405;  Nathaniel,  4^,  ^  5S6. 
663,  7  to ;  .Stephen,  103,  no,  111,  ^26. 
■1)'.  ioii  403,  i2Si  IMi  422.  S04. 
g44-u6. 112:  SSL  iSl.  5i9.  560.  s6Si 
S2Si  S22i  652.  66},  688,  620,  2M1  S24J 
William,  210,  itj,  214^  ^  504^  533, 
S45.  546. 
Paine  Farm,  103. 

P.iine  Houses,  103 ;  illustrations,  101. 103. 

P.^lfrey.  Peter,  liL 

Palgrave,  Richard,  60.  67.  q6. 

Palmer,  Abraham.  Go,  6^  67^  25i  Z^i  Sij 
90.  Qii  525  L  John,  6ij  62i  2^  ;  Walter, 
60.  67.  74.  tiL 

Pan  Handle  of  Uoston,  51^  215. 

Paper  Currency,  evils  of,  363,  683,  6S5, 
6S2.  2252 ;  value  <if,  363.  630,  626,  779. 

Parke,  William,  182. 

Parker,  ,  435.  438 ;  Benjamin,  168  ; 

Daniel.  79S,  S24 ;  David,  41;';.  ^80, 
6<J3,  710 :  Klizabelh,  439 ;  E/ra,  710: 
I-aac,  0^;  Jacob,  260.  267,  36 ^  377, 

3^9.  432:  SliOi  628^  ^  ^  663^ 
(.■87.  744.  760.  770.  770.  824;  James, 

183 ;  John,  <i6o.    710.  77  S :  Joshua, 

439  :  Mary.  33s.  6(ja;  Moses,  706.  707, 

712;    Nathan,   744.  824 :  Nathaniel, 

3^J5 :  Nicholas,  £3.  54,  ZO.  22i  273; 

Rebecca.  439,  631,  648,  779 :  Ruha- 

niah,  401;;    Samuel,   6S0;  Tabitha, 

673;  Thomas,  437.  ^32^        501.  513. 

607.  77*;.  798.  7'/>.S24. 


Parker  House,  437. 

Parker's  Corner.  .M.,  437. 

Parkman,  Mehitable,  465. 

Parris.  Rev.  .Samuel,  268. 

Parsonage,  the,  197.  .?oo-;ov  212.  239. 
240,2^25^  25S,  2(>o.  ^4iii^4Si- 
48s.  311.  54Zi  550.  ^  6ip»  643.  64S, 
652 ;  first  hou.-.e  built.  197.  200.  203; 
burned.  482 ;  new  house  built,  48a- 
484  ;  illustration,  463;  hou>B  and  land 
sold,  484- 

Parsons,  Rev.  David.  203,  397,  469-477. 
6o6l  609.  615;  autograph.  471 ;  hu 
burial  place,  476 ;  Rev.  David  [son], 
476.  477  ;  Rev.  David  [grandson], 
477  ;  Israel,  476;  Joseph,  4^  472, 
474  ;  Sarah,  412^  476. 

Pastorate,  a  long.  622. 

Patterson,  John,  824. 

"  Patty,"  the,  299: 

Paul,  John,  260^305,  340. 

Paupers,  378,  384-414.  607.  693;  sold 
at  auction,  living  in  the  school 

house,  408.  627. 

Payson,  Rev.  Phillips,  657,  74  y  746. 

Peabody,  Hannah,  621 ;  Rebecca,  629. 
812  :  William,  711,  712. 

Peace  of  Paris,  700. 

Peachc,  Bernard.  326. 

Peak's  Island,  Me.,  388, 

Pearch,  Bernard,  326. 

Pcddock's  Island,  31. 

Peirce  [Pearce,  Pierce],  Benjamin,  679; 
Edward,  824 ;  Ruth,  378 ;  Thomas, 
61,  63.  62,      486,  487  i  William,  (>S<> 

Pelham,  Herbert,  172.  i8o ;  I'enclope, 
182. 

Pell,  William,  663.  706.  7'0.  720- 

Pemaquid.  38,  (02.  637. 

Pembertoii,  James,  60. 66.  Sl.  S3.  84. 1 1 1, 

3^6;  John,  84^  122,  312.  322.  323,  326. 

351.  377;  Margaret.  84.  1^6^  Mary, 

Si: 

Pemberton's  [Harvell's]  Brook,  69. 72. 

23:  ^ii,  22:       ML.  4ili  53°:  S^o.  623- 

Pemlxrton's  Hill.  360. 

Pemberton's  Island,  84. 

Pemberton's  Pond,  260. 

Pembroke,  Mass.,  535. 

Pendleton.  Bryan,  258;  Mar>',  258^ 

Pennacook.  3^  38,  £5.  300,  301  ;  Mai- 
den's petition  for,  300. 

"  Pennacook,  Bridal  of,"  38. 

Penn,  James,  ^ 

Pennsylvania.  722. 

Penny  Ferry,  78,  Sjj  88,  £5.  36.  loj. 
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100.  200,         42t)j  4jf,  457,  ^  401: 
406-4. >s,  (xw>,  670.  677,  748.  750,  , 
way  to,  2^  ZGZ,  ^40,  42S-4  ,o,  470. 
S9S.  596;   British  land  at, 
757- 

Penobscot  River,  3^  33,  794;  expedition 

to,  Z2i.  795- 
Pentecost,  John,  jG,  LX^ 
Pcpperell,  Mass.,  478,  567,  64 S. 
Pepi>crell  Mills,  255. 
Pepperrcll,  William, 
Percy.  Hugh.  ^146: 
Perkins,  ,  £7j  ;  1  )aniel  A.  595 ;  Jacob, 

525;  Joseph,  26^  Hi  S2ii  ^  65^. 

737.  74^S  i>24,  S33  ;  autograph, 

7S2;   Judith,  4U  ;    Mary.  41 '.  660; 

Richard,  411. 
Perkins  Farm.  ^6,  SO  St  6s9- 
Perkins  House,  22i  -6f4,  595. 
Perkins  Papers,  630,  782. 
I'erkins'a  Lane,  S9S- 
Perriwigs,  iS^,  29'- 
Pest  House,  91.  3QV 

Pestilence  and  sickness.  II 4.  234^  330, 

63S-640  ;  amonj;  the  Indians,  31^  33. 
Peter  Tufts's  Lane,  24,0,  436,  438,  4S4. 
Pews,  207-210,  543.  59^  643-<i4S. 
Phelps,  Sarah,  332. 
Philadelphia,  1^70. 

Philip's  War,  ^  46,  42:  '*4'  300. 
30<J.  3' 3-  3"'>-330.  Mli  ^ki  portents 
preceding,  306. 

Phillips  .Academy,  Exeter,  6vS. 

Phillips,  Klizabeth,  711;  James,  711; 
Francis,  jUj.  ZJ^t  lAAi  IS£x  7^ 

S2JJ  John,  224.  3'^3SS.  390; 
Samuel,  261  ;  William,  22: 

Phips  [Phipps],  Samuel,  III;  Spencer. 
719 :  William.  6S3 

Physicians  of  Maiden  and  of  other  towns 
practising  here  —  Hiick.  Lphraim, 
404.  6^9 :  Purclisted,  Henry,  620: 
Marrow,  F^benczer,  606.  703 ;  Porter, 
Jonathan,  404. 6-?j ;  Kand,  Isaac,  404  ; 
Sprapue,  John,  629.  801-803;  Tufts. 
Simon,  404.  6<)3,  696,  Jkii ;  Wheat, 
Samuel,  620 ;  Wipglesworth,  Michael, 
244,  245;  Wigfjtcsworth.  Samuel,  609, 
6  to. 

Pickering,  Timothv,  747. 

Pierpont,  Rev.  Jonathan,  333. 

Pike.  Sarah,  5S0. 

Pine  Itanks  Park.  56. 

Pines  River,  6^  93,  41; 3,  4SS.  541. 

Pines  River  Pridge,  <2£j  9j.  4S3t  455- 

Piscataqua  River,  30,  323. 


.  Pitman,  John,  402  ;  Ruth,  402. 
Plastow,  Josias,  307. 
Pleasant  Street,  M.,  21i  72.86.  ao6,  457. 
Plume,  Dr.  Thomas,  8. 
Plymouth  Colony,   105,  132,  306,  317, 

Plymouth  Company,  grant  to,  14. 

Plymouth  County,  547. 

Plymouth,  England,  690,  -joj. 

Plymouth  Harbor,  788. 

Plymouth,  Mass.,  701,  789. 

Plyiupton,  Thomas,  781. 

Point  Shirley,  717,  787. 801  ;  expedition 

to.  766. 
Pokaiioket,  317,  328. 
Political  Affairs  before  the  Revolution, 

731-742. 
Pollard,  Jonathan,  776. 
Polly,  John,  439. 
Pols,  Thomas,  607.  6qS. 
Pond  Field,  (jS. 

Poole    [Pool],  H  ,  4S4;  Elizabeth, 

657 ;  John,  3t4,  31^;  Jon.ithan,  ioo, 
3 '2.  321,  3^6;  William  Frederick,  169; 
Zachariah,  426.  6^7- 

Poor  House  [liurying  Ground]  Lane, 
99.  399- 

Pope,  Walter,  76. 

Popish  Plot,  2S9. 

Popkin,  El>enezcr  Willis,  825 ;  John, 
824  ;  John  Snelling,  825. 

Population,  499,  664,  66s.  761. 

Portents  preceding  I'hilip's  War,  306. 

Porter,  Miss   ,  642 ;   Rev.  Aaron, 

S68;  Dr.  Jonathan,  404,  427.  627.  628, 
6281  21^  725.  LJo.  734.  238.  ZUi  Ziii 
762,  772.  773?  Lydia,66Q;  Susanna, 
568, 

Porter  Street,  M..  627,  677  ;  Mel.,  444- 
Port  Royal,  6S4. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H^  323,  406,  803,  804. 

Post,  Susanna,  y^y 

Potash  Pasture,  t'lS:. 

Potter,  Nathaniel,  365. 

Pounds,  3S2.  383.  430,  4^,  505,  5061  508, 

S12,  614.  615.  tiziL 
Powder  Horn  Creek,  sec  South  River, 

54- 

Powder  Horn  Hill,  32,  40^  52-54.  6i,  64. 

65.  GQi  2°.  9i  LUi  2ii  428,  446. 
Powder  House  Hill,  437,  649,  7S9- 
Powder,  Town's  stock  of,  363,  724.  725, 

742.7S2.7v3- 
Powell.  William,  66. 
Pownall,  Thomas,  4S3,  S9i.  S92,  695. 
Pratt,    Abigail,    404 ;    Abraham,  66^ 
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Amos,  -II,  719 ;  Brister,  Sag;  Caleb, 
664 ;  Charles,  -^SS :  Daniel,  664; 
Dorolhy,  716;  Ebeiiezer,  8j,  426. 

461.  504,  112^  5^,  52L 
S96.  66.^,  7'q.  7SO ;  Kdward,  825 ; 
Kli/.al>etli,  498,  664  ;  Ezra,  Jll  \  Floyd, 
'Sjs;  Jacob,  ^  2SZi  825;  John. 
7.  71.  00.  III.  211,  322.  326, 
36S,  381.  ^  436,  470,  iio, 
606,  607.  744.  ^2^ ;  Joseph,  406.  826; 
Mary.  f4("> :  Mercy,  624.  660 ;  Philip, 
820 ;  Phine.is,  62S,  659 ;  Rebecca, 
66j  ;  Rich.ird,  Zi  L^i  108.  JZTi  liL 
464.  510,  606.  720;  Robert,  Sarah, 
,';^7.  Sylvester,  222  1  Thomas, 

ZJ.  21^  304.  322^  i52i  4li2i  446.  484. 
504,  sio,  i;34.  606.  6so,  76S ;  Timothy. 
712;  Widow,  405;  William,  460,  510, 
6S8-6qo.  712,  -20. 
Pratt  Family,  MS.  Genealogy  of,  quoted, 

252i  523- 

Pratt  Farm,  36S;  illustrations,  363,  632. 
Pratt  Houses,  Lydia,  358;  illublration, 

35*^:  Thomas, 
Pratt's  QIacob]  Path.  91. 
Pratt's  [John]  Plain,  <21: 
Praying  Indians,  see  InJians,  Praying. 
Prcbic,  Kdward.  802. 
Prentice,   ,  650;  Thomas,  313,  317, 

323.  32';-327' 

Prcscolt,  Jame-i,  78c. 

Prescott  Street,  E.,  526. 

Preshon,  Catherine,  6<)4,  697,  698. 

Prices  of  commodities  fixed,  671. 

Prince,  Rev,  Thonuas,  50<3. 

Princeton,  Hattle  of,  770, 815. 

Prisoners,  Uritish  and  Indians,  758. 

Prisoners  of  War — Dexter,  Aaron, 
813  ;  Hovcy,  James,  68^ :  Ilutchins 
(Hitchings],  Samuel.  Siq  ;  Smith, 
Isaac, 800:  Sprague.  John, So 2  ;  Waite, 
Joseph.  8ji;  Waters,  Daniel,  793. 

Prospect  Hill,  lAli  Zii;  ZiZ^  ZZi: 

Prout,  Kbenczcr.  310. 

Provender,  John,  304,  301;,  319,  7,26. 

Providence,  R.  1^  771.  777- 

"  Providence,''  the,  S03. 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  658. 

Provincial  Congress,  first,  741. 

PuUen  Point,  42.  Si.  272.  273. 

Pullcn  Point  (iut,  787. 

Pump.  Town,  61  674-677- 

Puritan  Polity,  civil  and  ecclesiastical, 
136-1  ^1. 

Putnam,  Daniel,  617.  61S;  Israel,  751 ; 
Nathaniel,  331. 


Pynchon,  John. 318.  327. 

QuABAUc.E  [Hrookfield],  312,  ^27. 
Quansigamug  [Worcester!,  304,  305.3'?. 

Quebec.  683,  700,  759. 
Queen  Anne's  War,  6S4. 
Queen  Camel,  England.  6^4. 
"  Queen  of  France,"  the,  803,  S04. 
Quick,  William.  6S,  71.  86. 
Quincy,  Edmund.  505,  508;  John,  S34« 
S46.  548,  550  ;  Josiah,  638. 

RaiNshokoucm,  Martha,  83. 
Ralegh,  Walter,  13. 

Ramsdcil,  John,  291,  402- j04.  6^9,  660. 
662,  712,  744.  768,  826 ;  Joseph.  401. 
402  ;  Mary,  402  ;  Nathan,  402  ;  Rachel, 

402. 

Rand,  Alice,  112 ;  Edmund,  826 ;  Dr. 

Isaac,   404,   664 ;   Robert,    6ii  66. 

490;  Thomas,  429,  431. 
Rand  House,  see  Jtukins-Ratttl  House. 
Randolph,  Edward,  1S7,  2O6.  269.  2Sa 
Randolph,  Mass.,  221. 
Rand's  Creek,  429.  490. 
Ranfrec,  John,  S^fi. 
"  Ranger,"  the,  8aj. 
Range-ways,  321^  iZii 
Rates,  country,  etc.,  318,  344,  361-364. 
Rattlesnakes,  26. 

Raws«jn,  Edward,  146,  1  y,  176,  178,  179, 

181,  1S3,  302,  30S,  32i 
Raymond,  Samuel,  812. 
Reading  Church,  members  in  Maiden, 

409.  500- 

Reading.  Mass.,  ^l,  50,  101.  108, 

iiii  uo,  142i  Liii  "i4.  2o\,  £li  Uli. 
224.  310,  j£2,  31^  it8.  2£j.  33^-334. 
370-372.  3242  222i  3Sj6i  405.  122^  Ml. 
440-4 487.  403.  408-  s02.  5JO,  S22i 
6iS.  632,  633.  65S,  666^  6cj2i  750, 
753,  .S34 ;  ten  families  annexed  to, 
SCO-  ^o:,  6 12. 

Reading  Road,  62^  9S-100,  167.  16S,  201, 
2J2:  lii  3641  324-  3S3.  433-433.  44^- 
445.  456,  £52:  ^  ^  67J.  S34. 

Records,  North  [First]  Church.  658; 
South  Church.  563,  t;68.  1^69 :  South 
Precinct,  542  ;  South  School  District, 
S42  ;  Town,  first  book  lost,  1 14,  339 ; 
earliest  entries  in  present,  2^1. 119.  VtO- 

Recruiting  for  the  army,  766-772,  775- 

770-  781-783- 
Reed,  Henry,  713 ;  James,  803- 

Rcody  Pond,  3^  3^  373.  325. 
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Reedy  Pond  Pasture,  }^  .176. . 

Regulating  Act,  735. 

Kchuboth,  Mass., 

Relations  of  experience,  S69. 

Religion,  low  state  of,  6^8;  reiHvals  of, 

63S,  641.  642. 
Representatives,  first,  i  \^   i&l ;  John 
Wayte's  long  term,  184^  ^gg,  800; 


Jonathan  Oakes's,  long  service,  799- 
Retailers,  68 1.  682. 

Revere,  Mass.,30,  si.9-'^7g-274.  3-3. 378- 


Revivals  of  religion,  6j.S,  641,  (^\2 
Reyner,   Humphrey,    135,  200;  Mary, 

195,  200,  261. 
Rhode  Island,  62,  321^  Z^i,  757.  ZZii 

Z25.222.Z82.  789. 
Rich,  Henry.  8^  210  ;  Robert,  see  War- 
wick^ Earl  of. 
Richards,  John,  269. 

Richardson,  ,  475 ;  Clarence  !.> ,  834 ; 

Ezekiel,  60^  63,  66.  90,  387;  Ichabod, 
664  ;  John,  690;  Josiah,  6s9;  Ruth, 
498;  Samuel,    52.  ^  ^  ^  449: 
Thomas,  61^  62,  431.  i3ii  iiii  S46, 
;  \V  idow.  664 ;  William,  679. 
Ridgeway,  John,  83,  2141 434: 
Ripton.  John,  385. 
Roanoke,  colony  at,  13. 
Robbins,  Rev.  Nathaniel,  654. 
Rol>erts,  William.  §2. 

Robinson,   .  26j  Ebcnezer,  783, 

Roby,  Rev.  Joseph,  6^2,  6<;4. 
Rochester,  N.       646. 6481 
Rockland  Street,  M.,  72. 
Rock  .veil,  Levi  W..  679. 
Rockwell  Street,  M.,  fj^S. 

Rogers,  .  200:  Augustus  D.,  413. 

679;  kev,  John.  26s:  Nathaniel,  727. 
Roinolston,  Wales,  153: 
Ross,  Hannah,  ^  :  John,  70,  312,  326, 

130  ;  Mary.  20,  330  :  Susanna.  401- 
Round  World,  the.  9».93.  373- 
Rouse.  Faithful.  1 1  J- 
Row.  Klias.  177. 

Rowley.  Mass.,  132.  19^.  200.  219.  2fiL. 
Roxhun,',  MaSR..  rjr.  »35.  '19,  150,  1S7. 
I»24.  238.  £32:  246,         317,  321^  322^ 

620,  734.  Z23i774. 
Ruck,  Thomas,  [2^  75. 
Rudge,  John,  432,  681.  682;  Katharine, 

68 1  ;  Thomas,  681^  62^ 
Ruling  Elders.  105,  112.  119,  1S6.  532. 

52_l  ;  office  of,  1S6. 
Rum  and  Ht-er,  sec  Drunkenness. 
Rumbly.  John,  411. 

Rumney  Marsh,  30,  ji,  jj,  iit  Mi  4ii 


.17.  48.  50.  78.  84.  92.  n3,  189.  20S, 
211.  21';.  27^-^77.  3'o.  3'2-3'4.  3'9' 

322.j£<j,3iJ,3i2:iZZ:iio»433-iii: 

667 ;  petition    against    Indians,  4j; 

line  between  Maiden  and,  72 ;  school 

at,    £23  ;  meeting  house  built,  224. ; 

burying  ground  there,  277- 
Rumney  Marsh,  England,  30. 
Russell.  Abigail,  267  ;  Rev.  John,  330; 

Richard,    76.   TL.  £ii:  "448; 

Thomas,  2I22i  ^QQ. 
Russell  Farm,  \Sil± 
Rust,  Mary,  146. 
Rutland,  Vt.,  646. 
Ryan,  John,ii26. 
Ryswick,  Peace  of,  684. 

Sabbath  breaking,  Elizabeth  Felt,  382  ; 
Flora  Lahorne,  102,  387,  388 ;  travel- 
ling, 759. 

Saco.  Cuffc.  412 :  Deborah,  412,413.  426. 

.Saco,  Me..  2!;i;-2 1;8. 

Saco  River,  2$;,  2s6. 

Sagamore  Hill  f  l.vnn1,40- 

Sagamore  Hill  [Mount  Washington],  52- 

S4,69.8s,  93-  215.  3Z7i 
St  Castine,  Raron  rie,  256. 
St.  John's  River,  690. 
St.  Mar>-'s  Isle,  803. 
St.  Thomas,  W.  I^  224: 
Salem,  Mass..  LZi  12i  £2;  32:  33.  34.  4O1 

42:  SO.  115:        Liii  14^  LSL  1232^45. 

267.  268.  274.        ■\^(\  330-336.  32i 

4i£.  411:  4^7.        5^  52L  ^IL.  6SI. 

6Z0i  622.  62i.  liJii  74',  7 S3.  799.  823. 
Salem  Path,  nj,  20.  58,  2L  "2.79.  So.  82, 

2£.  98.  ifi^i  168,630. 
Salem  Koad.  ^  373.  326,  428^  433. 

43S.  4.37.  445.  522.  ^LS-  624,  643.  623, 

674.  677.678,  753.814.. 
Salem  Street.  M.,  20,  23:  75.  SJ^i  2£j  22i 

lOL  LIT,         35£,  364.  38^  4^  434. 

43S.  627.  628. 630,  62£i  6215.  6221  ^ 

254,^2^  Sl2i 
Salem  Street  Cemetery,  812,  Szi 

Salisbury,  England.  654. 

Sali.sbury,  Mass.,  6si- 

Salisbury,  Nicholas,  662. 

Saltonstall,  Dudley,  224:  ZSii  ^^ic^a^d, 

Sammet,  George  A.,  83. 

Sands,  N.ithanicl,  63. 

Sandy  Bank,  62^  Q4,  99.  I02i  lOQ.  M3, 

158,        206,  24L  254,  25i  378-380. 

397.  398.  438.  44 S.  459,        603.  See 

also  Burying  Ground. 
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Sandy  Bank  River,  see  North  River, 

497.  S40- 
Sandy  Island.  490. 

Sargeant  [Sargent],   ,  47s ;  Albert 

F.,  7^  Xj4  ;  Amos,  ^-6;  David, 
4'jS,  iiiii,  I2<i  2J2i  737.  ZiL  ZZii 
776.  Ji^:   Ebcncicr,  ^52^  52S ; 

Ezra,         5S5,  530,  627,  052:  ^64. 
7 '9.  222.  730.  734.  73^739.  ZiL.  liL 
748.  749,  7  S  I.  Z^i  765,  ZZi: 
779.  798.  S;6 ;  Hannah,  log ;  Hugh, 
105 ;  Jabez,  360,  462^  iSi^  534, 
S6^,  5iS3.  661 ;  Jacob,  744, 826;  James, 
432 :  John.  105.  260,  122i  2^  144. 
■IV.  3S^^.  3"'7.  \72.  .177.  197.  334. 

607,  664,  826;  Jt>hn  S.,  IPS ;  Jonathan, 
2U,         151,  ^23,  462.  464.  472,  509, 

ILL  iiii  ili:  iiili  i:^  5312i 
«;42.  S48,  5 so.  tk)7  ;  Joseph,  202,  ILL 
381.  434.  43S.  497.  504,  5^5.  66ii 
Marie,  10^ ;  Mary,  .VS7,  4;^^ :  R<^v. 
Nahutn,  825 ;  Nathan,  187,  426,  628^ 
648-6^0,  776,  777,  826:  Nathaniel. 
682 ;  Phineas.  533,  5^2.  576.  52°! 
664.  827  :  Roger,  los ;  Samuel,  580. 
660.  7^S.  808;  Samuel  G.,  822 ;  Sarah. 
105,  146,  825 ;  Silas,  Gjf),  664.  720.  744. 
827  ;  Sf)lomon,  827 ;  Thoma*.  4')7. 
664.  719,  827  ;  William,  2 1  y  440,  49 
513.  606,  617;  Winslow,  2^  2Aii 
827. 

Sargcant's  Hill,  78^  loj,  428^  442,  527, 
566. 

Sargeant,  William,  7 s-78,  lo^-tos.  107- 
1 10.  2«y).  S28 ;  ancestry,  10;;  arrival 
in  New  England,  105 ;  ruling  elder, 
lOj,  106:  autograph,  105 ;  death,  105- 

Saugus,  M.iss.,  25,  lS-40,  £i  Z2i 
36S.  7 SI.  791- 

Saugus  Kiver,  see  Al>i>usett  Rh\r. 

Saugus  Uond,  801. 

Saunders    [SandorsJ.    Elizabeth,   412 ; 

Margaret,  41 1  :  NIary,  Richard, 

412  ;  Sarah,  396. 
Savage.  Ebenezcr,  273  ;  Elizabeth,  2^6 ; 

Thomas,  ^S,  27  \,  327. 
Savage,  *' (iencalogii.al  Dictionary,"  its 

errors,  166.  197,  238,  252,  255. 
Sawyer.  Amos,  649  :  Henry,  712. 
Say  and  Sclc,  Lord.  2  ^6- 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  236. 
Sayes,  Christopher,  377,  37S;  Dorcas, 

ZL  3ZZ.  378;  Hannah,        322-  378. 

400.  607. 

Scadan  [District],  20^  64.  6q,  2i.  75.  8o. 
22,  123.  362^  ^  366,  37J,  323,  3Zi. 


381356,396,  421.  4-;4,  41*;,  4^7,  460. 

S97t  627,  043.  7Sy_  754. 

814;  origin  of  the  name,  6^, 
Scarborough,  Me.,  2SS- 
.Schenectady,  N.  V.,  5(36.  714. 
Scholars,  benefit  of,  (x.  j-ciO  v  608,648. 
School  Committees.  361 ,  631. 
School  District,  South,  ^  ;  its  records, 

ill- 
School  District  System,  its  germ,  6^ 

authorized,  631  ;  abolished,  542. 

School  Houses.  206,382,  383,  408.  423, 

543,  614.    615.  623.  624.  620-628 ; 

paupers  living  in,  408.  627  ;  used  as  a 

watch  bouse,  615;  Emerson  School, 

648. 

Schoolmasters  —  Bishop,  John,  617  ; 
Bucknam,  Nathan,  493.621,  :  Dana, 
Richard,  61S;  Dexter,  Aaron,  629 ; 
Dexter,  Samuel,  6lq:  Downe,  John. 
629;  Emerson.  John,  622;  Koxcruft, 
Francis,  616:  Hill,  Moses,  60^ ;  Jen- 
kins, Ezekiel.  602.  603 ;  Jenkins, 
Nathaniel. 62s. 626. 628-630:  Marshall, 
Josiah,  61S,  619;  Moulton,  John,  (£32. ; 
Pols,  Thomas,  607.  6qS  ;  Putnam, 
Danifl,  617,  618  ;  Sprague,  John,  ^^o, 
602-604.  608,  623;  Sprague.  Dr.  John, 
62Q.  8na ;  Vernon,  Thomas,  616; 
Wayte,  Nathaniel,  603-60 s.  607  ; 
Wigglesworth,  Samuel.  609.610  ;  Wil- 
son, Jactib,  605. 

Schoolmistress  —  Parker.  Rebecca.  439, 
631.  648. 

.Schools,  1 1  ^  600-631  ;  3t  Mystic  Side, 
493-495,  6ii ;  at  north  end,  ^^07.  617. 
624.  628  ;  at  south  end.  607,  624.  626- 
628 :  at  Scadan,  627.  628 :  m  the 
Watch  House.  603 ;  at  Stoneharo, 
493 ;  dame  school,  439.  631.  64S ; 
text  books  used.  631.  648. 

School  Street.  E.,  62^  10 ^  ^86.  490.  754. 

.Schweigham  &  Dobree,  80? 

Scituate,  Ma.ss.,  18,  306,  533. 

.Scolley,  Hannah,  20;  John,  70,  260,  340, 
389- 

Scotch  House,  3S5. 
Scotchmen,  385.  6ql 
.Scott,  Cieorge.  690. 

Scottow.  Joshua.  233,  2SS.  256 ;  Rebecca, 

233;  Thomas.  256. 
Sealers  of  leather,  360. 
Sealers  of  weights  and  measures.  ^^3. 
Sears  [Seer],  John,  76. 
Sedgwick,  Robert,  6t,  68.  82 ;  grant  to, 

82, 
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Selectmen,  early,  1 14-117,  201.  204,  339. 

341.  IS' 
Selkirk,  Countess  of,  80.I. 
Sellack  [Sallack,  Select],  James,  827. 
"  Sermon,  Extract  from  a    Late,"  fac- 

iiimilc  uf  litle-page,  647. 
Settlement,  first,  at  Mystic  Side, 
Sewall,  ,   670,    795;  Rev.  Joseph, 

483 :  Sanmel,  244.  ^01.  266-269,  £2'« 

271-J76.  jyo,  221,  32i.  342,  636, 

68  s :  Stephen,  568. 
Sewall's  I'oint,  756. 

Sextun!«,    Ijelimen,  and  grave^iggers, 

3.Vt-3S9.  178.  .198- 
Seymour,  rhoniaji,827. 
Sharj),  John,  187. 

Shattuck.  John,  732;  William,  798,  799. 
Siiaw.    kcv.   ,     5211    John,  30s; 

Nathaniel,  794. 
Shawmut  [Boston],  i^. 
Shedd,  William  11.,  53,  708,  747. 
Sheep  and  rams,  88^  353,  366.  665. 
Sheep  Pasture,  32^.  32Si  il^  i^L  4^6. 

46a 

Sheffield,  Mas*..  710.  712. 

Sheldon,  Walter  I'.,  676. 

Shepard,  Rev.  Jeremiah,  27^ ;  Ralph, 
160.  240,  287.  399,  600.  6qi  ;  Samuel, 
80  ;  Thankslord,  ij6  ;  Kev.  Thomas, 
113,  17;,  180 :  Thomas,  46,  ^  122. 

214.  396,  487-4?^ 
Shepherds  and  herdsmen,  88^  352, 
36G. 

Shepherdson,  Daniel,  (Ii ;  Lydia,  43^- 
Sheppard,  John       7>?'.>-79'  ■ 
Sherborn,  M:iss,,  ^ 

Sherman,  Mary,  2iZ  •  ^ibiah,  40S,  A06. 
69J 

Shiner,  Hannah,  413,  426. 

Shirley.  William,  6S9,  690.  694.  69» 

Shoals,  Isles  of.  261. 

Shopkeepers.  68;.  770. 

Shorthu''.  Robert.  62^ 

Shrewsbury.  Kngland,  1^6. 

Shrewsbury.  .Mass.,  303,  4«)8,  540.  S47. 

557.  5*^5-5^?.  521-  ^S--    ^tt  Maiden 

Farm  and  Ministry  Ijmds. 
Shrimpton,  Henry,  jrz  ;  Sarah,  312. 
Shukcr.  Joseph,  783,  827. 
Shurtc.  Abraham,  jS. 
Shute,  Amos.  6s9.  664,  708,7?^  720,  730, 

744,  ZSii  •'^-7  ;  Benjamin,  -oa  713, 

?I4 ;  Kfv.  Daniel.  566.  07,  7  1  ;.  7M  ; 

his  dinrv.  714  ;  Kbenercr,  822  ;  Jacob, 

664;  John.  83,  111^  401.  40s.  41 1.417. 

412i  430.  504.  -SM,         V  V  'i77.  S78, 


659,  664.  698  ;  autograph,  223 ;  Mary, 

422^  ^  66q  ;  Nathan,  fifie ;  Richard, 

2IO,         5^o.  <'<'4.  7'9 :  Samuel,  410. 

6281  652.  (>^S  1  Sarah,  660;  Solomon, 

688.  S27  :  1  ho  mas.  413. 
Shute's  Meadow,  433. 
Sibblcs,  George,  796,  797. 
Sibley,  John,  ^  John  l^ngdon,  192,. 

'93.  195.  252. 
Sigourney,  Daniel,  798;  Joanna,  79S ; 

Sarah,  360,  798. 
Sill.  Joseph,  323-32 S.  328. 
Simpson,  Thomas,  803,  S04. 
"  Sir  William  Erskinc,"  the,  796.  797. 
Skimmer,  Jane,  791  ;  John,  791.  793. 

799- 

Skinner.  ,  22i  ;  Abraham,  327,  374, 

iZi  ill  4ii.  437-440.  60-.  (jz^ 
Hannah,  32ii  iiii  436^  43^,  441  ; 
Lydia,  22.  2Zi:  415:  Mary,  600; 
Thomas,  20,  jjj,  n6.  1^2.  162.  2^9, 
304.  305.  308,  344.  346.  347,  374,  37S, 
378,  43S,  460.  601.  607. 

Skinner  Hou.se,  374,435.  437- 

Skinner's  Rock,  43 

Slaves  and  Slavery,  25,  48^  323,  331, 
401.  414-427.  521,  61  o.  664.  66s,  668, 
708  ;  a  slave  rhyme,  419 ;  church 
members,  ^v]^  ^u]^  ^ ;  Indian 
slaves.  416.  417  ;  value  of  slaves,  416. 
417.  410 :  freedom  sometimes  given, 
41S;  bills  of  sale,  420,  421  ;  decline  of 
slavery,  423 ;  value  of  children,  427.  a 
slave  hung  for  arson,  522. 

Slocomb.  Simon,  71 1. 

Small-pox,  31,  33,  38,  83.  21,  202,  26L 
395.  422^432-  ^  6iS,  685,  622.  703. 
714.  766,  779.  Soy 

Smith,  Abraham,  253  ;  Agnes,  798; 
Dorcas,  83J  Francis,  2^  £7  ;  George, 
828 ;  Hannah,  182 ;  Isaac,  8^,  800- 
802.  SiS;  John,  22.  22;  i2L  260,  369, 
370,  664.  798,  Sjifi;  Joseph,  48; 
Matthew,  68,  367 ;  Michael,  206 : 
Pelatiah,  322;  Richard,  384,  385 ; 
William,  66,  26j  Rev.  William,  547. 

557- 

Smith's  Pond,  24.  Z2i  1^  3Z4i  49^. 

499.  SOI. 
Snake  eaters,  2^ 
Snake  Island,  751. 

Society  in  early  New  England,  296-300.. 
Somerville,  Mass.,  ^  747. 
Southampton,  Earl  of,  1^ 
Southampton,  L.  L^  258. 
Southborough,  Mass.,  708.  714. 
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South  Church,  see  South  Precinct,  con- 
stituted, 5JI  ;  its  record*,  563.  568, 
S6<j ;  Confession  of  Faith,  ^7^,  S74 ; 
reunited  with  the  North  Church.  598, 
599- 

South  Meeting  House,  Jonathan  Sar- 
geant  gives  land,  538  ;  house  built, 
522  '•>  it"  materials  used  in  rebuilding, 
672. 

South  Precinct,  ^0,  49S,  526-560,  561- 
599;  petitions  for  division,  5^8-534, 
539,  540 ;  constituted,  540-542 ;  its 
records,  542;  Paine's  petitions,  540- 
560.  575.  577 ;  mmisterial  lands 
claimed,  544-5,60.  parsun:tge,  567,  572, 
595,  596.825  ;  Green  and  Hills  set  off, 
576,  577 ;  precinct  dissolved,  598, 
599 

South  River,  I2i  56,  62.  81,  87,  92,  94, 

125,  260.  443,  602. 
South  School  District,  447 :  its  records, 

542 

South  [Waters's]  Spring,  23,  53,  82.  81, 

85,  2i.  alt  lOOi  3i22i  ^h.  386,  ilii  414. 

417.  446.  490-4Q-'.  718.  785.808. 
Sparhawk,    Nathaniel,    281 ;  Patience, 

281  ;  .Sybil.  2^1. 
"  Sparlin,"  the,  797. 

S|)eakers  of  the  House,  148.  l6s,  168, 
181.  185. 

Speakman,  Thomas,  690- 

Spencer,  Mass.,  710.  'iz'S- 

Spencer,  William,  jS. 

Spot  Pond,  jij  42,  635  ;  seen  bj  Win- 
throp,        illustration,  5^ 

Spot  Pond  Hrook.see  Three  Mile  Brooi, 
lit  108,  379.  830. 

Sprague,  .  20^  54,  328.  44Z±   47 >; 

Alexander,  829  ;  Anna,  76S  ;  lienja- 
min,  427.  572.  664^  688^  627.  719, 
744,  S2S :  Charles  H^  )kiz  ;  Dorothy, 
512.  522  ;  Edward,  15,  82,  21 1.  213. 
■145.  V-fl'  177.  3S0.  iSi,  394,  32i 
469.  470. 607.  6<)7,  718,  719  ;  Elizabeth, 
209.  290,  660 ;  Jemima,  707 :  Joan, 
146 ;  John,  80,  2Z>  '  '6,  1 17.  160.  204, 
205.  209.  211,  213,  214.  241.  254,  259. 
278,  287,  290.  101.  303.  307-309.  3'8. 
mi  339'  340,  34-^-144.  i49:  350.  15£. 
353.  365,^  42iSio.  SLL  <^^-^4. 
608,  623.  804,  828 ;  Dr.  John,  629, 
673,  780,  801-803,  805,  828,  829;  auto- 
graph, Sqi  ;  Jonathan,  211.  213,  260. 
314.  3tj;.  3-^,  345.  35'>  35^3^7.37'. 
377.  JZlL  3114.  liii  Aih.  4S9.  464.  SP5' 
506.  5  to.  604.  606.  6 14.  615.  63o.  730. 


7^  Eydia,  83 ;  Martha,  3-^4-116  ; 
Mary,  66q  ;  Matthias.  Ill'  N»<t«^«». 
712,  719;  Phebc,  579;  Phineas,  ?i i,  ixi, 

253,  2';4.  --60.  309-  7>i^<  \t7>  334.  y?. 

444.  5^.  <^  i>3j.  Z0».  7P7.  144, 
7>7.  7><>.  ^  5i54  ;  RKhard. 

1975^57-69,  22^  J02,  102.  16^  352 ; 
Rebecca,  213.  370,  620:  R.-ilph.  12. 

60,  68,  28iZ2i90:2i.2Si2^  107-110. 
447  :  Samuel,  1 18.  12;,  203,  209.  211, 
2»3.        ?i4.  252.  262.  2S0,  30S,  322, 

318.  344.  349-  350.  liii  iSi  362,  370, 
iZii  iZii  ill:  IMi  i^i  505,  50S,  510. 
607,  60S,  016.  tno,  659,  720.  729.  7  >o. 

736.  750.  Ziii  Z60i  Sandy. 

829 ;  Sarah,  334  ;  Stowcr.  431.  462. 

493.  504.  528,  534,  S42 :  Timothy. 

44  S.  154,  ^  462^  Si^  iiS.  550, 

578,  5S8,  591,  600,  707 ;  William.  i_2. 

325.  iio.  iii,  ii£^  5i6.  ZiAi  Sofc 

805,  829. 
Sprague-Flagg  House,  755. 
Spr-igue's  Bank,  ili 
Sprague's  Ledge,  37^,  326.  3S1, 
Sprague  Street,  M.,  jz,  ij^  376.  408. 

624,  674- 
Springfield.  Mass.,  304,  32t,  471- 
Spring  Gutter,  160,  492. 
.Spruce  Street,  M.,  2L 
Spy  Pond,  746. 

Squa  Sachem,  33-37  .  40.  41.  45.  5' i 
widow  of  Nanepashemct.  33 ;  mar- 
ries Welxrowet,  33^  deeds  lands  to 
Charlestown.  34J  submits,  35.  36 ; 
her  death,  32. 

Squire.  Bridget,  120.  146  :  John  P..  ^  ; 
Thomas,  52i  6O1  63.  86,  32,  107. 
"4.  115.  H0-I2(.  139.  I4»- 

Squire's  Hill,  372. 

.Squire's  Meadow.  368 

Stamp  Act.  722-725.  735-  211. 

Standard  of  the  Three  County  Troop, 
3'6- 

Stanley,  llannah,  329 ;  John,  327,  329 ; 

Oncsiphorus,  329. 
Stapleton,  Patrick,  714. 
Starkey,  John,  [23,  304. 
Stearns,  Phineas,  27? ;  Thomas,  5S8. 
Stebbins,  George,  796 ;  Sarah,  476. 
Stcdman,  Elizabeth,  182;  John,  187. 
Steeple,  645. 

Stcul)en,  Baron,  and  the  boy  soldier, 

819. 

Stiles,  Isaac,  402. 

Stilson  [Slitson],  William,  jQ^  jZm.  92« 
102^ loa 
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Stimpson,  Abigail,  52SJ  Andrew,  iiSj 
kcv.  Joseph,  iiii  136,  iJ2»  iiii  iS^ 
55<J.  5t-"-5^5'  so;.  619- 

Stinted  I'asturc  [Charlcstown],  85. 

Stobo,  kev.  ,  275. 

Stocks,  I  iS.  I  j;.  348. 

Stoddard,  ,  ^26 ;    John,  542,  546J 

551  553 
Stone  brook,  4^. 

StOMchatn,  Mass.,  55,  41 1,  42 jj  425-427, 

444.  45=.  4J>S,  421:  425^!  428^  ilfii  50l! 
S03,  032-634.  663.  666.  688.  707.  711. 
746.  750.  S09,  81J.  818,  812,  834 ; 
school  there,  493. 

Stonchain  Koad.  M.,  373;  Mel..  444,  S34 

Stone,  Jdsiah,  781  ;  Kev.  Samuel,  194. 

Stony  l^nc,  ::39.  43^.  436,  440.  441. 

Stony  Swamp,  <.jQ^ 

Storcr,  William,  724. 

Story,  Abicl,  ;  Dr.  Elisha,  730,  739- 
743,  750.  S29;  John,  743 ;  Joseph. 
743 ;  Ruth,  743;  Tabitha,  743 ;  Wil- 
liam. 2ii 

Stoughton.  William,  279,  280. 

Slower  [Stowers],   ,  430,  475  ;  Abi- 
gail, 687;  Amos.  497.  (164 ;  Anna.  273  ; 
Elizabeth,  290;  Joanna,  290 ;  John, 
6ai.6S2  ;  Jo.seph.  Nath.-in.  6S7  : 

Nicholas,  60,  68_;  Richard,  J90.  365. 
429.  430,  4.S9;  .Samuel,  207.  209,  2 14, 
=74.  ilL.i62,  490-492.  504.  5-'.  51£. 
68 1,  6.S7  ;  Sarah,  687. 

Stow,  Mass.,  689. 

Strangers'  money,  2SS. 

Stratford,  Conn.,  251,  252. 

Strong  waters,  wine,  etc.,  sec  Drunken- 
ntss, 

Sturgis,  Edward,  6ij,  67. 
Sugar  \c\,  722. 
Sullivan,  James,  658. 
Summer  Street,  M.,  7^ 
Sun-<lial.  409. 

Surveyors  of  highways,  33.  340,  360. 

"  Susan  and  Kllcn,"  the,  i66. 

Swain,  Mary.  377. 

Swain's  I'ond,  3:?-375.  446,  460. 

Swain's  Pond  Brook.  373.  446. 

Swain's  Pond  Meadow.  ^68. 

Swain's  Pond  Road  [Avenue].  M.,  373, 

446,  447.  460- 
Swamp  Fight.  ^20.  321.  324,  326,  684. 
Swanipscott,  Mass.,  ^ja 
.Swan  House,  22; 
.Swan.  Joseph.  yLx  4 '9- 
Swansea,  M.i-«s..  317.  325. 
Swansea,  Wales,  1  \\ .  1  S9. 


Sweden,  Me.,  659. 
Sweet,  Henjanun,  326. 

Sweetser,  ,  418.  432 ;   Abigail,  2H. 

5^5.  5>6;    Benjamin,  1S8.  211.  212. 


430.  iili  481.  42i.  50^,  5J4.  53(),  ; 
John,  687,  769,  829;  Jonathan.  687  ; 
Joseph,  829:  Martha,  6S7  ;  Phillips, 
534.  543 ;  .Samuel,  2ll  ili.  Hi.  420, 

421i  4ii.  421  425i  4^  524.  5°ii  ilii 

516,  S34.  543.  664.  6S0;  Seth,  (X3.  66. 

104.  S62.  56^  ;  Stephen,  i;46,  664.  7t4 : 

Wigglcsworth.  211. 
Sweetser-Lynde  f!ouse,  755. 
Sweetser's  Point,  jt,  56,  81. 87,  I04.  125, 

268,  5S0. 

Swillaway.  Henry,  120.  121.  201 .  206, 

i5<2:  iOii  377-379- 
Swine,  ^  8:L  SS,  352. 
Sylvan  Street,  Mel.,  98, 443. 
Symmes  [Simms],  ,  2cy  ;  Elizabeth, 

40s ;  Rev.  Zachariah,  60,  62^  66,  68^ 

62,  ufL 

Symonds,  Samuel,  139,  144.  172.  179. 

T.ALiioT,  Lancelot,  48. 

"  Talbot,"  the,  i^. 

Tan-yards.  360,  446.  492. 

Tappan,  Rev.  David,  2S6- 

Tarbox,  Ebenczer,  6S9;  Samuel,  71  g. 

Taunton.  Mass.,  619. 

Taverns,  Foster's,  673.  674.  802;  Half 

Moon  [Xewhall's].  677,  678.  710.  718  ; 

Hill's  [Rising  Eagle.  Keitell's],  n2i 

3£L348.  i52i  361.  362.  382.  4 '4.  4::4. 

435.  456.  457.  61  s.  649.  <'><>s-b7:.  677. 

678.  778;  illustration,  669 ;  Kettell's 

[Hill'sl,  452j  6^         Zlii  743.  745. 

747.  758,  766  ;  Kcttell'.s.  16S,  673,  iioi ; 

Newhall's  [Half  Moon],  361,  627,  670. 

677.  678,  772 ;  Porter's,  628,  253 1 

ing    Kaglc    [Hill's],   4^   620.  673; 

Waite's,  679.  6S0.  740.  758.  778,  814 ; 

illustration,  6S0;  Waite's  [Stephen], 

672  ;  others,  680.  jiiu 
Taverns,  fare  at,  6^62J_. 
Tavern  Kcepwrs,  see  /nnliolJers. 
Taverns,  not  in  Maiden  Fountain, 

71S;  George,  620:  Xoali's  Ark,  140 ; 

Norwood's,  670;  Ship.  140. 
Taxation.  318,  319,  361-364,  662-66g, 

f>88 :  highw.iy  taxes  worked  out,  4^8. 
Taylor,  James,  500,  6S4.  68^ ;  John,  727. 

822;  Mary.  3^;  Seabred,  333. 
Tea  Act.  733-735- 

Teachers,  duties  of,  199;  not  pastors, 
'99. 
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Tea  Party,  Boston,  735,  742. 
Tea,  use  of,  discouraged,  735. 
Tecle,  Abigail,  610;  Mary,  397.  402. 
460;  Rachel,  .T97.  401.  402 ;  Williaxn, 

2S2i  352.  32^  M  327.  399-403.  459, 
460.  607.  fiio- 

Teele  House,  397-400. 

Temple,  Isaac,  5S6;  Robert,  664. 

Temple,  Mass.,  809. 

Temple's  Point,  756. 

Tennant,  Rev,  Gilbert,  641,  642. 

Tewkesbury,  Mass.,  45,  71  \. 

Thacher,  Rev.  Anthony,  6y;  Charles, 
658;  Mary  Harvey,  658;  Oxenbridgc, 
654.  655:  Rev.  Peter,  226.  224.  465. 
6S4 ;  Peter  Oxenbridgc,  65S;  Samuel, 
769 ;  Rev.  Samuel  Cooper,  658; 
Sarah,  65^  ;  Rev.  Thomas,  65^ ;  Rev- 
Thomas  Cushing,  6;(>.  657.  6!;8. 

Thacher,  Rev.  Peter,  426.  4^4.  642.  648. 
6st-66i,  670,  671.  673,  728-730,  738- 

lAh  74S-7  so.  Zi£i  759.  Z60i  262^  765. 
767.  768.  780 ;  ordained,  653;  his  pa- 
triotism, 652;  author  of  the  Instruc- 
tions, 765. 

Thacher's  Woe,  654. 

Thomas,  John,  766  ;  Mary,  649 ;  Sarah, 
649;  William,  649. 

"Thomas,"  the,  799,  800,  So2. 

Thompson,  Charles,  722 ;  David,  19-, 
Edward,  750;  Henry,  187;  James.  60. 

Thompson's  Island,  i^. 
"  Thorn,"  the,  795-797. 
Three  County  Troop,  iro-n?,  ■^19,  ^21- 

3i5i  3iZi  311 :  ''s  standard,  316. 
Three  Mile  Brook,  see  Spot  Pond  Brook, 

2O1  SS-57.  ^  7 '-73.  Zi.  86.94.  iU. 
I_rz.  167.  378.  382,  456,  4S7- 

Three  Mile  Brook  Meadows,  372. 

Throat  Distemper,  615-640. 

Thwing,  Benjamin,  425. 

Tibodo,  [Thibodot,  Debutol,  Antoine, 
698 ;  Eleanor,  693,  G}^,  696,  697  ;  Ger- 
main (Jeremiahj.  404.  405.  693,  694, 
6o6-6q8  ;  Gregoire,  697,  698;  Isaac, 
6<>S  ;  Madeleine.  691.  694  ;  Marie,  698. 

Ticonderoga,  6^  699.  700,  703.  704. 
7 '4.  767.  768,  80.V 

Tidd   [Tedd],  John,  68j  Joshua,  67, 

Timber,  etc.,  measurers  of,  •^60. 
Tilhingmen,  .344-346 ;  last  in  Maiden, 
346. 

Toler.  ,  425. 

Topsfield,  Mass.,  622. 


Tories,  733.  772,  773- 

Torrey,  Rev.  Joseph,  547.  557 ;  William, 
146.  155.  «8i.  184.  301.  jo^. 

Town  charges,  362^361  •  roads  and 
bridges,  457,  458  ;  schools,  609.  630. 

Town  House,  proposed,  640. 

Town  Meetings,  time  of  holding  an- 
nual,  340;  one  broken  up.  521 ;  for- 
bidden, 735,  736 ;  long,  7^8-741.  748. 
ZiL 

Town  Officers,  114.  339-361. 

Town  Pump,  615,  674-677. 

Townsend,  Bernard,  643,  644:  I.saac, 

6S1 ;  John,  346, 422i4^;  f  osj^ph.  607 ; 

Penn,  494 ;  Samuel,  214 ;  Solomon, 

42L  S3ii  664^  682,  21£i  Thomas,  223. 
Townsend.  Mass.,  750. 
Training  Fields,  112.  376,  381. 
Treadwell,  Rev.  John,  426. 
Treasurer,  Town,  34S,  350. 
Trees,  marked,  see  Marked  Trees. 
Trees,  written,  see  Marked  Trees. 
Trenton,  Battle  of,  743,  770,  812,  815. 
Trcrice,  Nicholas,  67. 
Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and 

Society,  658. 
Truro,  Mass.,  56;,.  .Soo 
"  Tryon,"  the,  236j  797- 
Tucker,  John,  822;  Samuel,  786,  790- 

792,  797- 

Tuckerman,  Rev.  Joseph,  275,  277. 

Tufts,  ,  m,  430;  Adam,  829;  Asa, 

439i  440  ;  Benjamin  A.,  521  ;  James, 
327  ;  John,  202,  213,  240,  482,  423j 
495.  624^  Z12i  Z32.  222j  :  Jonathan, 
215,  216 ;  Joseph  Warren,  ^  167 ; 
Mary,  120,  121.  214,  240:  Otis,  167  ; 
Peter,  58,  8^  L2Q.  121^  214,  215,  3Ci. 
322.iii.  346.  342.  3222  io^i  433i  M0» 
469.  484.  489.  6061  834 ;  Samuel.  342^ 
510,  649.  .Simon,  103.  545 :  Dr.  Simon, 

404.  454.  (yn.  &U  :  Stephen.  59. 
693,  744.  8-}Q  ;  Thomas,  467-470.  510 ; 

Timothy,  744,  -(yq,  830. 
Tufts  [Peter]  House,  8«e  Hulehinson- 

Tufit  House. 
Tufts's  [Peter]  Lane,  240. 436,  438,  484. 
Tufts  [Simon]  Farm,  lo^,  S4S- 
Tufts  [Simon]  House,  103 ;  illustration, 

J03, 

Turell,  Rev.  Ebenezer.  412.  426.  573. 

Turkey  Hill,  70.  85.  260,  406. 
Turkey  Swamp,  4  [3. 
Turner,  John.  505.  S08 ;  William,  211. 
322.  324-327.  329- 
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TuUle,  John,  TXf'.^vi,. 
Tyler,  Moses,  334. 

Tyng,  Rev.,  Stephen       571 ;  William, 

U.  80.  «7S- 
Tyot  [District],  64,  ^  278. 

Unitarian  Church,  423. 
Unitarians,  643. 
Univcrsalists,  S7'- 

Upham,  ,   LLL  4LSi  Abigail,  618; 

Amos.  650.  660.  712.  Z20i  737.  Zili 
Rev.  Caleb,  s<>3 :  Daniel  T.,  563; 
David,  510:  Dolly.  2cy\\  Ebenezer, 
46a  SMi  ill:  ilZi  5-S,  532.  Sit  543: 
5.jf.),  551,  ;0  )-_Vi5.  S9<j;  Klizabcth.  1S7, 
320.  500;  Ezra,  744,  8jo;  Hannah, 
405,  \  Isaac.  22.  Jacob,  fiSi ; 
James.  211,  360.  504.  £12.  606;  John, 
28.  ^  iio,  114-117.  I23«  Li2i  141>  i^Oi 
187,  20I.  211,  303.  305.  ^  32a.  327. 
iJ2!  3ZL   377.  51°:  607.  63SJ 

Mary,  (jjS;  Nathan,  402  ;  Nathaniel, 
2^, '213,  316,  3f2,  3^  ^  32l  ^ 

43a.  436,  4<f ,  45<.     y>4'  sa<  539; 

0f.  ^36-608;  Rev.  Nath- 
aniel, 1S7  ;  I'hineas.  203.211-213.  216, 
2S9.  350-  iili  2ii  362^  iZ2:  328. 
381,  405.  43'.  43 4/'.  437.  469.  425^ 
513.  606,  607.  616.  QjS,  tiii ;  Priscilla, 
12^,  124.  328 ;  Richard,  500.  y)t.  606  ; 
Ruth,  321  ;  Samuel,  ^10,  638.  688 ; 
Thomas,  322.  381^  ^  501,  606; 
Timothy,  353:  William,  744.  769, 
830 

Upham-Cook  House,  40S.  6S2. 
Upham  House.  40s. 

Upham,  Lieut.  Phineas,  124,  304.  30S. 

3^0.  321.  327.  377;  autograph,  320  ; 

his  death,  320,  321  ;  search  for  his 

grave,  321. 
Upham's  I^ne,  Mel.,  443,  447. 
Upham  Street,  Mel.,  2^  405,  443,  801. 

834 

Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  685. 

VALrATION,  66s. 
Vane.  Henry,  272. 

Van  Voorhia's  Point,  32,  56,  268,  58a 
Vaudreuil.  Marquis  dc,  685,  700. 
Vcazicf,  John.  750. 

Vendue  —  Mary  Degrcsha.  413,  414  : 
clothing,  621;  collection  of  taxes, 
674 

Vermont,  S7l.  6>S. 
Vernon.  Thomas,  616 
Victuallers,  see  /nnfioIJers. 


Village  Lan«,  M.,  72. 
Vine  Street,  E.,  446. 
Vines,  Richard,  386. 

Vinton,  Aaron,  44^;  Benont,  444.  720. 
76Q.  810;  Ezra,  682,  746  ;  John,  3S1, 
730.  I±L        770,  ;  'I'honias, 

444.  746 ;  Timothy,  746. 

Vinton  Street,  Mel.,  444. 

Wachusett,  36^  55. 

Wade,  Elizabeth,  267  ;  James,  744.  831 ; 
Jonathan,  313-315  ;  Lydia,  7 1  ; 
Nathaniel,  313  ;  Samuel,  718;  Simon, 
699.  7'S.  7'6. 

Wading  River  (Norton],  317,  325,  326. 

Wadsworth.  Rev.  Benjamin,  2qi,  620. 

Waite  [Wayte],  ,  nj,  ^  ;  Aaron, 

439.  679;  Abigail,  404 ;  Alexander, 
327.  339.  346;  Benjamin,  4^  510,  719, 
831  ;  Daniel,  672  ;  David,  jAAi  ^  ! 
Deborah,  660.  6S7 ;  Dorothy,  716; 
Ebciiczer,  628,  t&j^  204,  Z44i  §31 ; 
Edward,  16^^  402-404.  4^4.  S»o.  565, 
575,588,659,6224622,112;  Elizabeth, 
22ii  Z21  ;  E*'*.  ^  ;  Hannah,  362,  / 

^  Isaac,  412,  5ii^  565,  660, 
664;  Jabez,  167.  sio.  626  ;  John,  322. 
382.  40L.  452-  628.  664.  737.  ZMi  Z5?i 
772.  791.  831,  833 :  Jonathan,  426^ 

Joseph.  mi  ^  m± 

404.  460.  469.  510,  660.  6SS.  831,  833; 
Judith,  660:  Mary,  ij6j  166.  167,  439, 
^66. 660. 622, 20Q.  831^ 833  ;  Micah,  167^ 
730.  iMi  831  ;  Nathan,  650,  2iOj  JI^i 
212 ;  Nathaniel,  214,  353^  ^  S'Q. 
603-607  ;  Peter,  i62i  ^o^;  Rebecca, 
21S  ;  Richard,  628 ;  Ruth.  642.  660; 
Samuel,  83,  166,  162^  202,  213,  260.  34^. 
436,  432,  M3.i52i  460^46^  V^A. 
525,  50.8.  510.  512,  SI3.  S21,  527,  S46. 
5^8,  5|o,  6oi.  6o6j  628,  63  s.  648.  660. 

628i622iZ£SiZl8i  220,722,230,244i 
223.  22L  8iL  8331  Sarah,  66oi 
Stephen,  622^  216.  ZliLs  Thomas,  j»; 
2>r,  3^,  32^  421  ^  ^  S(M, 
SI.2,  534,  542.  54^  5i2,  551,  565.  5S0. 
636,  622x  ^jy,  060,  664,  2121 
Z44i  74S,  754.  Z2Si  ^  ;  Timothv,  412. 
510,664,  720:  William,  460.  469.  606. 
628.  660.  628^  622.  7i2i  Z20,  23O1  741. 
2i4..  758,  772.  77 S.  776.  778.  826.  Sy. 
Waite  [Wayte],  Capt.  John,  r«,  22:  80^ 
Sg,  102,  isj,  IK),  ti4-i.*7.  \uf,  132. 
141,  148,  1^0,  isi,  160.  1G3.  165- 
162,  iJii  185,  2pr,  204,  205.  2I5j  241, 

25a  222i  222,  321.  303.  ^07.  32?.  i!8. 
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31?.  3^  3J5i  34^,  242i  3^ 
J^7.  4^5^  4i2.  ^gS,  goi,  603, 
7  0.  799 ;  J'is  marii.ige,  167,  %w\ 
arrives  in  New  England,  166,  167 ; 
his  house,  167 ;  writes  the  book  of 
laws,  17  s.  176 ;  long  term  as  represen- 
tative, I S4,  799,  800  ;  autograph,  1S4  ; 
nominated  to  thu  magistracy,  18^ ; 
denounced  by  Randolph,  iSj,  341  ; 
Speaker  of  the  House,  16^  185,  309  ; 
petitions  for  dismissal,  3^;  his 
death,  1S5. 

Waite  Houses,  Capt.  John,  167  ;  John, 
illustration,  261  ;  Micah  | Peter],  167  ; 
illustration,  165;  Samuel,  illustration, 
721  ;  Stephen,  672 :  Waite-Ireson, 
illustration,  683. 

Waite's  Mount,  see  Wityte't  Mount. 

Waite's  [Josci>h]  Plain,  368. 

Wakefield.  Mass.,  22i  3Z4i  42%  S22i  SOJ. 

Waldo,  ,   470;     Cornelius,    477  ; 

Rebecca,  477- 

Waldron,  Dr.  Isaac,  80. 

Walford,  Thomas,  13,  20. 

Walker,  Augustine,  76-78 ;  Quork,  423. 

Walnut  Street,  M.,  -jo^  434-437. 
tlx. 

Walter,  Rev.  Nehcmiah,  294. 
Waltham,  Mass.,  35 
Walton,  John,  501,  769 ;  Samuel,  fiijfi. 
Wamcsit  Indians,  see  Indian  tribts. 
Wamesit  [Tewkesbury],  ^ 
Wanapanaquin,  "  the  plumed  ones,"  an 

error  of  Mr.  Lewis,  ^ 
Wapping,  England,  fii 
Ward,  Artemas,  2^   7S1,  Z^L  795? 

Rev.  Nathaniel,  16^^  I2L  LZli  lli 
Wardvvell,  Samuel.  ^  ;  Sarah,  335. 
Warren.  James,  ()6i,  781  ;  John,    534  ; 

Dr.  Joseph,  751  ;  Josiah,  767 ;  Mary, 

3iLt  333- 
Warren.  R.  26S. 

•'  Warren,"  the,  2S6,  jSS,  Sol 

Warwick,  Earl  of  [Robert  Rich],  14,  17^ 

236. 

Washbtirne,  Peter  Thacher.  65S. 
Washington  .\vcnne.  Chelsea.  0£,  43 
Washini;ton  [Pexter]  Elm,  72.  250. 
Wa>.hington.  George.  7!;7.  "i^Q.  765,  7C'7, 

7S J,  78;.  786.  7QI.  7Q2.  804  ;  the  stone 

wall.  2152: 
W.Tshinpton  Street.  M.,  72.  373. 
Watch  House.  392.  603,614,  6t  s  ;  school 

in  the,  6o';. 
Watering  P.aces,  392;  Central  Square, 

383.  iS2i  ^Zii  til  Pond,  22i  i^li 


Green's  Meadow,  625;  Harvell's  Brook 

Lane,  439,  67S;  Uwis's  Hridge,  675 ; 

Mill  Pond,  62i;  South  Spring,  182. 
Waters,  Daniel,  360.  387.  491.  744.  7^4. 

785-798,  802.  8^1  :  autograph,  785; 

Nancy  [Ann],  228;  Sarah,  360. 
Waters  House,  387. 
Waters's  Spring,  sec  South  Sprins^. 
Watertown,  Mass.,  35,  i^o.  172.  317, 

449.  661^  Ziii  Z44j  Zi2i 
Watts,  Samuel,  664  ;  William,  S31. 
Waye,  Aaron,  Jg,  272. 
Waytc,  see  Wtxite. 

Wayte's  Mount,  see  Captani's  Hill  and 
Mount  Prospect,  lIi  20,  6j,  64.  73,  75, 
94.  QS,  98.  101,  102,  167,  16S.  364.  36S, 
ITli  2Z5j  38'.  40S,  44^  62ii  7^ ;  illus- 
tration, ijj  beacon  on,  776.  777. 

Webb,  Benjamin,  30s,  310,  3^o,  37S ; 
Daniel,  699;  Rev.  John,  275.  2761, 
568. 

Webcowet,  marries  the  Squa  Sachem, 

33  ;  deeds  lands  to  Charlestowu,  34; 

and  to  Jotham  Gibbons,  35. 

Webster,  ,  6^  ;  Joshua,  679. 

Webster  Street,  M.,  fiSo. 

Weeden,  Joseph,  313 ;  Samuel,  3 1 3. 

Welch,    James,    319-322,    327.    716 ; 

Katherine,  (£1 ;  Mary.  41J  ;  Thomas, 

un- 
welcome. Ann.  400,  401  :  Jack.  400, 40t ; 

Thankful,  400 ;  William.  400.  401 
Wellington  [Medford],  5^!  5^  214,  499, 

530- 

Wells,  Me.,  2^8, 6j6.  647. 

Well,  the  town,  61 5.  674-677. 

Wenepoykin  [(ieorge  NoXose ;  Rum- 
ney  Marsh,  George ;  Sagamore 
George],  33,  IS,  38,  40-46,  4-8-5'  :  bis 
petition,  42  '■>  ^^'^^  i"'*'  slavery,  ^ ; 
his  death,  48  ;  his  lands  claimed,  ^ 

Wcscustogo,  Me.,  3S6. 

Wcssagusset  [Weymouth],  t ^.  16,  19. 

Westborongh,  Mass..  620.  706. 

West  Hoylston,  Ma.ss.,  303. 

Westfield,  Mass.,  212, 

Wcstford,  Ma.ss.,  709. 

West  Indies.  ^  502\  22L  ISBi  §°5i 

Westminster,  Mass..  323. 

Weston,  Thomas, 

Wcthcrsfield,  England,  likL 

Weymouth,  Mass  ,  r^.  16.  30,  187, 
317.  32'.  ';47.  6-,i.  r.-.t. 

Wharton.  Richard,  270.  280. 

Wheat,  Dr.  Samuel.  622: 

Wheatlcy,  Phyllis,  iifl. 
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Wheeler,  Benjamin,  ;  Ephraim,  S47, 
586-5S9,  Frances,  f>6,  4S9 ;  Isaac, 
S4.  214,  Hi.  504,  ^  5-7^  654. 
6q6.  60S.  716,  7»7.  7ig;  Mary,  497, 
664  :  Samuel,  399,  690;  Thomaa, 
527.  4^2,  5j4,  Sj2;  Capt.  Thomaa, 

Wheehvrijjht,  Kev.  John,  2^ 
Wheldon  [Welding],  (Jabriel,  158;  John, 

158:  Margaret,  146,  i$8. 
Whipping  Post,  414. 
Whipping,  punishment  by,    133,  34S  ; 

last  person  whipped  here,  348. 
Whipple,  Joseph, 
Whitakcr,  James  437. 

White,  ,  662  ;  Benjamin,  754. 

Whitechurch,  England,  los. 
Whitefield,  Rev.  George,  641.  642,  656. 
Whitehand,  George,  59, 68. 
Whitehand's  Island,  qi^  93. 
Whitehaven,  England,  803. 
White  Island,  85.  ^  43'.  491. 497.  698. 
White  Plains,  Battle  of,  743,  769.  81 
Whiting,  lyconard,  709;  Dr.  William, 

754- 

Whitman.  John,  26. 

Whitmore,  Francis,  454;  William  H^, 

126.  IIL 

Whitney,  Josiah.  771. 

Whittemore.  .  425;  Benjamin,  213. 

2 SO.  1«8.  32L  iiZi  469.  6o2_;  Daniel, 
214,  30^  ^  ^  504,  534,  522,  664: 
Elias,  S34 :  Hannah,  146 ;  James,  440. 
S04.  607.  6S7,  720  ;  Joel,  6«2i  Zili 
832;  John.  S04;  Jonathan,  s.34  ; 
Joseph,  85,  42Zi  664^  712.  7i9: 
Joshu.i,  5J£;  Mary,  405,  687.  JITJ 
Pclatiah,  304,  534,  565.  717,  832; 
Thomas.  6^^  6<2,  Sj,  8^,  ^  100,  iogi 
489. 

Whittemore  Farm,  62j  63, 

Whittemore  House,  8g,  98,  LQQ. 

Whittier,  John  G.,  38. 

Whittridge,  Thomas  J.,  346. 

Wiar,  Kdward,  ^<f>t- 

Wickabaug  I'ond,  321. 

Wickcs,  Thomas,  66» 

Wig;,'lesworfh,  Abigail,  188.  2it.  286. 
536 ;  Edward,  »S8.  1S9.  28 5.  286.  293, 
294 ;  Estht-r,  l_8S ;  Martha,  264.  281. 
2S6,  609:  .Mary,  200.  221,  261 :  Mercy, 
2^0.  261.  264 ;  Sybil,  203.  Ztg,  264. 
2S5,  204.  464.  6o4.  609;  Rev.  .Samuel, 
239.  24  s,  26j.  608-613.  616 :  his  ac- 
count book,  610;  his  "  Funeral  Song," 
6n-6i3- 


Wigglesworth,  Rev.  Michael,  105,  [2j. 
163,  188-203.  206,  ILL  -17--S', 
riii  ISZi  5i9.  260-267.  269,  272,  278- 
^'>S.  305.  307.  347.  13^  377.  32ii  404. 
440.  463,  464^  46'.A  47',  477.  479.  484^ 
5ij(),  5  jt',  579.  ("iQci,  (XA),  iili.  ;  his  birth, 
KSia ;  early  life,  uSb.  189 :  at  college, 
189-194  ;  his  diaries,  191,  193 ;  hi.s 
dream  of  the  Last  Day,  i^;  call  to 
Maiden  and  settlement,  194-199;  au- 
tograph, 199;  marries  Mary  Reyner, 
200 ;  his  disease,  2l8,  221  ;  charges 
against  Joseph  Hills,  death  of 

his  wife,  221 ;  "  Day  of  Doom,"  223- 
332 ;  his  library,  212;  "God's  con- 
troversy," 233-236 ;  goes  to  Bermuda, 
237  ;  his  house  and  land,  76,  239,  240 ; 
elegy  on  Bunker,  z.\\,  242 :  a  physi* 
cian,  244  ;  his  Babam  of  Fennel,  244. 
24s;  •*  Meat  out  of  the  Eater,"  246- 
249 ;  "Song  of  Praise,"  250;  his  re- 
covery. 260;  marries  Martha  Mudge, 
261-26; ;  offer  from  Harvard  College, 
26 ij ;  death  of  his  second  wife,  28 1  : 
marries  Sybil  Avery,  281-28; ;  regains 
the  confidence  of  his  people,  286,  287  ; 
letter  on  witchcraft,  337 ;  his  death, 
293;  Mather's  sermon,  292,  294. 

Wilcox,  Mary,  l^j^ 

Wilder  [Weilder],  Robert,  88i  Thomas, 
76.  lifl. 

Wilkinson,  Bethiah.  39 S.  396 ;  Elizabeth, 
■^86;  Isaac,  207,  368,  377.  380,  3Q6  ; 
John,  3j6,  377,  433,  442,  443,  464^ 
606 ;  Prudence,  6l  67,  81^  83,  386, 
392.  393;  Susan,  146. 

Wilkinson's  Creek.  81. 

Willard,  Abijah,  6gg;  Josiah,  goS,  534 ; 
Rev.  Samuel,  268.  338 ;  Simon.  323- 
328, 

Williams,  ,  6S7  :  Gideon,  744,  832  ; 

John  Foster,  733;  Joseph,  566. 
Willis,  ,  414  ;   Rev.  Eliakim,  412, 

433. 426,  484,  4281  <;7»-s7';.  579.  «;8t, 

59'-599.  661,  741.  742.  763,  765.  825, 
832  :  autograph,  574;  threatened,  591 ; 
William,  323. 

Willoughby,  Francis,  76-78, 102. 100.J48. 

Willow  Avenue,  M.,  4^3. 

Wilson,  Elizabeth,  1 68.  399,  445,  672  ; 
George  W.,  ;o;.  4X2.  484.  568 ;  Jacob. 
395.  4"'.  l^ili  6o7.  6l4.  6i5: 

Rev.  John,  34.  3Si  32:  S§i  LiL  UAl 
grant  to.  S'-qo.  22-  lOQi  487.  4SS, 
498;  Rev.  John,  Jr..  iji,  1 50 ; 

John,  2ii,  32Zi  A  403.  45^  1^  4Z2^ 
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614-O16,  626,  (K>j ;  Joseph,  16^.  ;}09, 

32«.  M£i  350-  3iii  3221  iZii  32i  322i 
322t  m  40L  405.  405,  4iSi  43O'  441. 
4  .1  V  iiH^  iii  Hi:  612, 
689;  Maria  P.,  s6?);  Nathaniel,  607; 
Paul,  85,  123,  124.  232;  3±8^  600; 
Samuel,  60^;  Tabiiha,  1 6S,  4.4 

Wilson's  Corner,  M.,  43;. 

Wilson's  Hill,  6z2, 

Wilson's  Point,  see  BlanckarcPs  Point, 
S4.  S7,2'4.  .^M,■1'J6.  4-S7.  4MiS3^^ 
633;  early  house  there,  highways 
there,  4S8. 

Window  Hlinds,  672. 

Wines,  Faintnot,  681  fx^ 

Winnisimmet,  12:  jT.  j2i  55.  79.  2?! 
93,  9S-97,  "3,  12s.  203,  21  s,  260.  zi\, 
374.  432.  442.  447.  455.  61^  68ii  Z42« 
7';i.7S6.  252. 

Winnisimmet  Ferry,  316. 

Winnisimmet  Road,  east,  70,  ga  32,  g^i 
Mil  455,  831;  west,  203,  2^9.  4.!S.4^S. 
4^6.487.  SQS.  772. 

Winship,  Edward,  12£l. 

Winslad  [Winslow],  Elizabeth,  346; 
James,  328 ;  Jacob,  253,  ^  346, 
352.  362.322.4ZL  Uii  6oz;  autograph, 
345;  John,  252,  3'9.  328,34s.  S34.  542, 
S43.  ^&4i  Jonathan,  3^  346;  Joseph, 
3i5j  Thomas,  345. 

Winslow,  see  Winslad ;  Edward,  31  ; 
his  voyage  to  the  Massachusetts,  32  ; 
George,  484- 

Winter  Hill.  243,  246. 

Winthrop,  John,  34.  35,  32i  451  54,  55. 
7Q.  89.  92.  93.  Hi  '32.  134:  1621  124i 
LZ^i  183,  342J  Dr.  John,  200^236,  243: 
Col.  John,  6S^-6i)l.  699;  Martha,  82. 
89.  167  ;  Wait-still.  279. 

Winthrop,  Mass.,  53^ 

Winthrop  Street,  E.,  103. 

"  Winthrop,"  the.  802. 

Wise,  Rev.  Jeremiah,  464;  Rev.  John, 
464- 

Witchcraft,    26S,  323.  330-338.    377 ; 

Wigglesworth  on,  337. 
Witherall.  William.  6z, 
Witter,  William,  40. 


(  Woburn,  Mass.,  65.  loS,  tij.  163. 
122j  lis.  3221  322i       llJ,  450- 

41L  4821  428.  Z02i  ZLL  Zi?^ 
Wolfe,  James,  700. 
Wolves,  2^  88»  LL2. 

Women,  petition  of,  in  favor  of  Mat- 
thews, 146. 

Wonohaquaham  [Sagamore  John],  20, 
33.  37-40.  42;  his  death,  32,  42;  his 
children,  32- 

Wood,  Edward,  z^j  Ruth,  12^  321; 
William,  his  observations,  2O1  2!_,  24- 
26. 

Woodbury,  John.  18. 
Woodlawn  Cemetery,  20,  212.  37S.  406. 
442, 

Woodstock,  Vt ,  424. 

Woorie,  Ralph,  76. 

Woolrych,  John.  60,  67. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  212. 361,  4<>S,  540, 547, 
';^4-';-^-'^.  SO',  so-.  700.  70'.  77.^:  grant 
of  land  at,  302-304 ;  first  settlement, 
,304 ;  burned.  305;  second  settlement, 
305;  Free  Public  Library,  474 ;  see 
Maiden  Farm  and  Ministry  Lands. 

"  Word  to  those  that  are  Afflicted,"  638 ; 
facsimile  of  title-page,  640. 

Workhouse,  407,  40S.  725. 

Wormall's  Point,  see  /forwtwW  Pflint, 
37- 

Wormore  Point,  see  IVcrmxiMod  Point. 
Wormwood  Point,  32,  5^  62^  104.  382, 

429-432.  445. 461. 462.  <AO,  5S0 ;  wharf 

at,  432. 
Worth,  Judith,  394. 

Wright,  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood.  749.  75S» 

800.  asS ;  Timothy,  664. 
Written  Trees,  see  Marked  Trees. 
Wyeth.  Rev.  John,  651. 
Wyeth  Street,  M.,  433. 
Wyman,  Isaac,  649- 
Wyoming  Avenue,  Mcl.,  445- 
Wyoming  Cemetery,  98,  2^  Mli 

Yarmouth,  Mass.,  62a 
Yellow  Day,  73o. 

York.  Me.,  321  ^iSi  4Z9i  4SL  ^34  646^ 

666, 687. 
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